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NOTE TO THIS EDITION.

PaEne are few subjects that have a closer
relation to the peace and good order of society
than the habits and habitations of those who
sro found in the lowly walks of life. Such of
ua as are called to take an active part in the
management of our Refages and Homes for
the Poor and Friendless, and whose official
duty it is to sit, week after week, and listen
to tales of domestic wretchedness and suffering
which are there recited, have some conception
of the nature and extent of the evils and dis-
tresses of poverty and vice combined. But it
is only those who go up into the narrow and
dirty loft, or down into the damp and loath-
some cellar, and learn by the sickening testi-

mony of their senses what the “homes” of
1. 5




6 KOTE TO THIS EDITION.

many of the poor really are, that can justly
o the difficulty or the merit of efforts

i\l“"l"ﬂ.
made for their relief.

There are multitudes of really poor families
who live comfortably and respectably. By
industry, temperance and the most rigid
frugality, they manage to keep soul and b sy
together; and it is only when some sudden
calamity overtakes them, as sickness, or the
privation of some Jimb or sense, that they feel
the need of aid from without. And such aid
is never withheld when & call for it is season-
ably made, But {here is another, and a large
ased, brutalized, and

multitude, degraded, de
seemingly incapable of improvement, some of
whom may have seen better days perhaps, and
have been reduced to rags and wretchedness
by the demon of strong drink, who has taken

possession of one or both parents, while others
s or comfort

have never known what cleanlin
is, Th o sunk lower and lower in the
1 scale, until they are scarcely diStinguish-
1 and articulate epeech)

able (except by f
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from the dogs and pigs and cats that dwell
with them.

We have secular schools and Sunday-schools,
churches, and ministers of the gospel, an un-
{attered Bible, and liberty of conscience, and
yet Thundreds of thousands of men and women,
youth and children, are found on our soil as
ignorant of God, of his will, of the principles
of moral duty, and of their own jmmortal
pature and destiny, a8 the Hottentot or the
Fijian, With all the opportunities and advan-
tages of learning which are within reach, boys
and girls grow up without a knowledge of
yeading or Writing; and their parents think
almost as little of their intellectual and moral
improvement as if they were horses or mules,

Tt is maintained that this condition of things
i8 not inevitable, Important inroads have
Teen made already upon this dark and revolt-
ing territory. The counsel and sympathy of
the wise and good have penetrated through as
thick a coating of ignorance and prejudice as
covers any human mind. Multitudes of chil-
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dren have been rescued from the dark and
dismal dens of squalid vice and abject poverty,
and transplanted to good homes. What has
been successfully done on a small scale can be
extended (if sufficient means are furnished) to
fill and bless a larger sphere, And one of the
most, hopeful forms of accomplishing this bene-
ficent work is that to. which the present
volume chiefly relates.

It is amazing how strong is the tie which
binds one to the most uninviting home, And

so far as that instinctive attachment can be
cherished consistently with the welfare of the
party concerned, it should be preserved aa the
most sensitive medium by which to introduce
wholesome and elevating influences into the
household.

We often hastily condemn as faults, if not
as sins, those neglects and perversions from
which poverty and misery most frequently
spring. We are but partially informed of the
history and circumstances of the fallen, or we

shiounld, probably, be more slow to cast stones
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at them. If we can enlighten ignorance and
correct; misapprehensions, while we encourage
efforts and supply motives to improvement,
ch more for them than

we shall accomplish m
by any direct ministration to their support
or relief, The claims of actual hunger and
nakedness, cold and sickness, are not to be de-
nied, whatever our theories may be; but true
economy and true humanity .concur in the
doctrine that protection against poverty is in=
comparably better than provision for it.

The ecenes and localities of the present
volume require little if any medification to
make them exact counterparts of those with
which our City Missionaries, our District
Visitors, and our Mission (or Ragged) School
teachers are familiar. St. Giles, the Five
Points, Bedford or Baker Streets, are only
names of different localities that possess the
same general features. If the admirable tact
and judgment, and especially the EMINENT
EVANGELICAL spret, which characterize the
measures detailed in these pe

s, shall furnish
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hints or motives to the like efforts in similar

s of our own cities, the purpose of re-

ng the volume will be answered.
The following paragraphs from the preface

to the original work fully and eloquently ex-

press the author's views i—
#he condition of the young, and the educa-

tion of children, naturally engaged the earliest

attention of social reformers. Experience has
shown the importance of genial influences at
home, and that it is necessary to improve the
homes of the poor, in order to save the chil-

from destruction. It has also been found

drer

that mueh can be thus efiected. Poor women,

who have been subjected to the severe disci-

en will-

pline of a struggling existence, are o

ing and anxious listeners to useful instruction,

eptible of good in-

and are perha

who have not

&

fluence than youn;

- pereo

folt the necessity for improvement. There is,

re, room to hope that the influegce
to be

asses will be a most

ther

which can be br

r upon the

mothers of the worki
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jmportant element in that general elevation
which it is our desire to attain.

T4 was principally owing to this improssion,
and also the great desire which I felt to do
gomething, however feckle, to bring more
happiness and comfort into the houses of my
poor neighbours, that induced me, five or six
years ago, to commence 2 Mothers' Society.
The usual ways of helping the poor seemed to
me to effect little real good. The nice soup
sent for the sick man was spoiled by being
smokesd in the warming up, or by the taste
infused into it from the dirty saucepan; the
sago intended for the infant was burnt, or only
half cooked ; and medicine and food alike failed
1o be efficacious in the absence of cleanliness,
and in the stifling air which the poor pationt
was doomed to breathe. The mothers of the
little, thin, fretful babies would complain to
me that they could not think why the child
2id eo badly, for they managed to geta rasher
of bacon for it whenever they could, and
always fed it two or three times in the night.




NOTE TO THIS EDITION.

I saw that the wise man was indeed right
in saying that ‘knowledge is the principal
thing;' and that if I could help them in any
way to “get knowledge,’ it would be a gift
far surpassing in value any thing else I could
offer them. The applications constantly made
to me for information on the best modes of
establishing and conducting these societies in-
duce me to suppose that they have taken some
hold on the public mind, and that these insti-
tutions supply a want that is every day in-
creagingly felt.

“ But the principal motives in my own mind
for sending these simple narratives forth into
the world is the hope that more attention than
ever may, by their means, be directed to that
great and difficult subject, the improvement
of the hames of the poor. As a few notes of
a bird, the lisping of & child, the sound of the

nd dying away, have sometimes been suffi-
cient to awaken the spirit of harmony in some
master-mind, and o led to the composition of
the musio which has thrilled and delighted all
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who have heard it, so it is hoped the sugges-
tions here made may be of use to many minds,
and that any thing already effected may be as
the drop to the showers, or as the first buds
of spring to the luxuriance of summer.”

May it please “Him from whom all holy
desires, all good counsels and all just works
do proceed,” to make this volume the means
of awakening new interest and inspiring new
geal for the physical, moral and religious im-
provement of the moMES of the PooR!

)
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INTRODUCTORY.

uGive all thon canst; high Heayen rejects tha lore
Of nicely calculated less and more.’
Wornswonrrm

A FEW weeks ago I was visiting the library
in the British Museum. Two gentlemen, who
stood near me, appeared very earnest in the
pursuit of something which they wanted.
Presently, by an exclamation of deli
understood that their search had been suc-
cossful.  They had found what they had
sought. And what had they found? A very
ald book, so badly printed as to be read with
difficulty, and containing information of what
must have taken place at least two thousand
years ago,—information very interesting and
important to the old Romans, no doubt, and
which would have been still more o if they
could have foreseen what delight it would have
imparted, centuries later, to two inhabitants
of & remote island in the North, then sc ely
known. But =0 it is: some minds prefer to

B 2 n




18 INTRODUCTORY.

dwell on the past; others live in the present;
and some seem of opinion that “ man never is,
but always to be, blest.” This diversity is, no
doubt, necessary. All do some good. The
antiquarian adds to the interest of our libra-
ries, if not of our lives; and we owe much to
those who teach us to look forward, if they
will only at the same time help us to look up-
ward, But to such as wish to do something,
who desire to have an influence on the great
living history which every day is writing
afresh, the passing events of the time have
the greatest charm, because they not only pre-
sent food for reflection, but opportunity for
exertion.

We not unfrequently hear people speak of
life in such a way as would lead us to suppose
that there had been some mistake as to the
date of their birth, Had they come little
carlier or a little later, it would have been
different; but the present seems to afford them
no object of interest. They complain of in-
tolerable dulneas,—the weariness of life; and
in watching the cheerless, the objectless ex-
jstence of anch people, we wonder that it is
recorded of only a single individual that one

morning he shot himself, for the reason assigned
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.

on & slip of paper which he had left on the
dressing-table:—* I am tired of living only to
breakfast, dine and sup.”

1 have often thought, when listening to
such complaints, of the prayer of Elisha for
his unbelieving servant:—* Lord, I pray thee,
open his eyes, that he may see;” and if the
Lord would do for them as he did for this
gervans, and open their eyes,—not to see
“mountains full of horses and chariots of fire”
waiting to deliver them, but alleys and lanea
and villages full of the needy and the sick,
waiting for loving hearts and kind hands to
come and help them to rise from their degrada-
tion, wretchedness am filth,—the strain would
be changed; and in the contemplation of such
a vast amount of Iabour, followed by such rich
reward, we shonld rather expect to hear, if it
must still be the language of complaint,—

40 wretohed yot inavitablo spite
Of our short span! and wo must yield our breath,
And wrap us in the lazy coil of deal
80 much remalning of unproved delight!”

There are many indications in the present
day that the fields are “white unto the
harvest.” BSeveral things, that were looked
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upon some years ago as experiments, have
been so eminently successful that no unpreju-
diced mind can doubt that they are the means
which God has blessed, and by which he in-
tends to accomplish a great work of reforma-
tion. It was a glorious right, lately, at St.
Martin'’s Hall (London), when five hundred
and sixty-seven young persons came forward
to claim the prize for having remained a
twelvemonth in their places; and, were it not
for the strictness of the rules, excluding all
apprentices, requiring a written character
from a master or mistress, it was stated that
a8 many as fifteen hundred would have been
present. All these had been rescued from
wellnigh certain destruction by the Ragged
School, and had there received the education
which qualified them to take these situations.
There must have been joy in the presence of
the angels of God that night, as they wit-
nessed thesa rescued ones sitting together and
listening eagerly to words by which their
gouls might live, and which, if the prayers of
many there were answered, would prepare
them to receive an incorruptible prize;}—a
crown that can never fade away.

Whilst these facta convey resistless evi-
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danes to the mind that these poor outcasts
can be lifted out of their wretchedness and be
gaved, the conviction deepens that God will
hold us responsible to do this work; and, in
the various labours required of our hands, it has
never been more necessary than now that who-
goever would engage in it must be taught of
tho Lord, We have to pray not only that the
Toord of the harvest would send more labourers
into the harvest, but also that he would
endow them with just the spirit and power
necessary for this particular work.

In noticing the physical wants and require-
ments of the country, nothing strikes us more
forcibly than the certainty with which the
demand creates the supply. No matter how
intricate and complicated the required machi-
nery may be, heads are always found to invent
and hands to work it. In fact, the degree of

. perfection attained in this way is enough to
make us “proud of the age we live in." If
machinery and steam-power had been the
fagency required to elevate and purify wretched
and degraded portions of the c
work would have been done lon
bave not remained so long “lik s in this
fair world,” without being thought of aud
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cared for. Many politicians and ecientific
men have asked, earnestly, “ What can be
Qone?” and have turned away hopelessly,
fecling that the mighty intellect which could
subdue air, earth and sea had now met with
something beyond its power; and still the
question remained unanswered, “What can be
d"“ﬂ?"

One of the most interesting discoveries of
the past few years has been that the hum-
blest instead of the grandest agency is re-
quired to accomplish this work which tho
wisest heads have found so difficult. A little
sketch of the early history of one of God's
most successful agents will show that “his
thoughts are not as our thoughts;" for it
wonld not have entered into the heart of man
to have suggested such a preparation for use-
fulness, “A drunken father, who broke his
wife's heart, had brought a young girl of fif-
teen, gradually down, down from the privi-
leges of a respectable station, to dwell in a
low lodging-house in London. The father
died shortly afterwards, and left her and a
gister five years of age, orphans in the midst
of pollution, which they, as by miracle, es-
caped, often sitting on the stairs or door-step
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all night to avoid what was to be seen
An old man, the fellow-odger of the childre

and kind-hearted, though an atheist, had
tanght the elder to write a little, but. bade her
o it was full of lies,

never read the Bib
and that she had onl
oo that: there was no God. She hiand learned
to vead and knit from continually ab
the shop-windows, At ¢ ge,
she married her present b nd, and for the
first time in her young memory knew the
meaning of that ble sed word, ‘home;’ although
the home was but a room, changed from time
to time in the s rhood.  After
many years of consider: loss
of children, ill health, and other ¢
ghe took shelter rainy night in
which led up to a Misgion Hall
Street. She ente 1 heard it annou
that books would be | e

from a newly-formed library for
that place. Going early, ¢he w
claimant of thy 3
1o borrow ‘ Unc
impulse ca
Tesist: it was
Do mot borrow * Uncle

look around her to

ghtee

years of 1

g

vening,

poor at
first
red

3 OV

heard it
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Bible. So she asked for a Bible. “A Bible,
my good woman?' was the missionary’s reply.
‘We do not lend Bibles from this library;
but wait: I will fetch you one. It is a token
for good that the book of God, the best of
books, should be the first one asked for and
lent from this place’ He brought her the
Bible, and asked if he should call and read a
chapter with her. She said, respectfully,
*No, sir, thank you: we are very quiet folk:
my hushand might not like it. T will take
the book, and read it for myseli,” The Lord’s
time had come. His message then first en-
tered her house, and went straight to her
heart. The divine Spirit applied the word
with power; and the arrow of conviction was
ere long driven home by suffering and afflic-
tion.

“ A severa illness laid her prostrate, and to
this hour she feels—in a way that we who
help her in her work cannot fecl—what is
meant by sickness aud poverty coming to-
gether.”

This was God's method to prepars for him-
eelf an agent to carry out his purposes of
By uniting the introduction of God's
word with care for the temporal wants of the
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poor people around her, Marian has been able
1o accomplish wonders in two short years.
But something more than facts, valuable as
they are, has been deduced from Marian's
mission. The lock that r d to be ed
has yielded to ing We have sat
in our beautiful churches long enough, and
swished we conld see the poor gathered a
us; but they have not come. We have
written numberless words of advice to them
from our comfortable houses; and though all
these efforts have, doubtless, accomplished
good, especially among & partic
1o word of truth falls to the
will acknowledge that th
measure failed to affect th
people; and, had it not bee 0
sionary and Ragged School, it is d
ghink what would have become of
increasing population of this crowde
Our missionaries ha
atmosphere is alw:
sence ; and thouss
God have, through the
way back to peace and |
Behools have
casts from destruction.
8

und

done much ;
improved b
nderer:
found their

of poor w
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agencies operate directly upon the homes of
the poor, though “ the entrance of that word
which “ giveth light" seldom fails to shed its
influence on the exterior.

My acquaintance with the poor began very
early. My father's house stood alone, sur-
rounded by beautiful lawns, wood and water.
Our nearest neighbours were the poor people
in a village about five minutes' walk from our
home. Most of them were simple labouring-
people, and, as children, we were trusted to
go among them without much superintend-
ence from our elders. Our dear mother often
employed us on errands of mercy to them;
and as soon as we could read well enough, we
were sometimes sent to cheer the solitary
hours of some poor sick person by reading to
him. Our relations to each other were so
kind and pleasant that we always met with a
hearty welcome; and for years I believe T
knew something about the interior of every
cottage in the place. T remember even then
feeling astonished at the wretched manage-
ment I saw, especially with regard to chil-
dren; and, as we did not live in any fear of
one another, T sometimes took upon myself to
remark to the  gudewife” that so and so was
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was taken in
ally o Inagh,

pever done at home. All thi
good part: the re
and “Law, my dear, poor peop. children
jan't like gentlefolk" or, if my observations

or house-cleaning, it was,

ly was ger

extended to cookir

g
g
F
o

o rebulkes

withstanding all ght
over these things, and have thought over
them, to a greater or less extent, ever since;
and the result is the deliberate conviction
that so long as the wrves and sMorHERs of the
poor continue such as we generally find them,

years of age, with six or eight children
totally unqualified for almc
which they had to do, t}
how they managed to exi
of eourse, speaking of those below the cl
which we usnally obtain our domes
and among this clas
other for lif
riages are contracted, apps
idea that at least as much preparation is

every
at T have wond:
at all. Tam now,

from

servants ;

ently without any
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needed as is deemed necessary for breaking up
stones on a public road.

If a lady feels herself unequal to the man-
agement of her family, she can call in the
aid of nurses, governesses and schools; and
thus her defocts may in some measure be
made up by assistance from without. But who
or what is to step in between the poor mother
and her children? If she cannot train them
during the first fow years of infancy, they
remain untrained ; and not only are the wise
man's words proved true, that “a child left
to himself bringeth his mother to shame,"
but it is found that the multiplication of these
families thus left to themselves bringeth a
nation to shame. When wa look honestly at
things as they are, we have no right to be
much surprised at such a result: it is un-
reasonable to expect to reap what has never
been sown. Seven years of careful training
is not. thought too much for those who are to
be employed in the making of our shoes, our
coats, or in the building of our houses. The
education of the men of this country is gene-
rally, from a very early age, adapted to their
future employments. Hence, ns might be ex-
pected, there is no lack of skilful artisans,
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who have, often, a higher character for skill
than for goodness, But the girl, who is to
grow up to exercise an influsnce upon persons
more than upon things, is left to scramble on
a5 best she can, generally content to do as
badly as those who have preceded her; and
yet, in the words of one who has thought and
written much upon the subject, “It is to the
poor man's wife that we must chie
awhen we indulge the hope of mlwuuv that
frightful amount of crime which, with all our
inventions, discoveries and improvements,
sometimes awakens a fear that we may not
zeally be in so prosperous a condition, socially
and nationally, as our rapid progress in what
is called cmlmmm would lead a superficial
observer to suppose.”

I have never yet been able to see how
schoals, or any system of national education,
could meet this difficulty, That we
be much worse than we are wi
there cannot be a doubt, Our beautiful In-
fant Schools espacially, that shelter these little
Ones 50 many hours o day from the sight and
the sound of evil, call for special thank
ing t God. To no class of people in thia
country are we more indebted than to those

s
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high-minded Christian teachers who, with
infinite patience and pelf-denial, manage to
infuse into their teaching such freshness,
purity and wondrous adaptation that many a
little rebel is, through them, brought back to
allegiance. The preparation for life that boys
likewise require can, to some congiderable e
tent, be supplied from without; bul to girls,
whose education is valuable in proportion a3
it prepares them for domestic duties, nothing
can ever compensate for the absence of home-
training. The question then arises, considering
that nineteen such girls out of twenty do not
receive & proper home-training, what is the
best substitute for it? Until some remedy
for so great an evil can be found, this misery
and misfortune must continue. I do not pre-
tend to answer this question satisfactorily. T
rather wish to obtain for it the attention of
wiser and clearer hends, believing that nothing
can, at the present time, exceed it in import-
ance. The few suggestions I have to make
are very simple, and cannot be congidered
comprehensive enough to meet such a widely-
extended evil. If we were to see seven peoplo
struggling in the water, and could only save
one from drowning, we could not plead as an

X~
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excuse for neglecting to help that one, our
inability to rescue the other six. In like
manner we must use the little light that is
given to us, trusting that, as we adva
mare light will be granted,

That which wa propose to substitute should
resemble, as nearly as possible, the home-train-
ing which we find to be so sadly deficient.
These poor girls require friends who will sup-
ply to them the place of mothers, Much has
been said and written about ladies devoting
their leisure time to the poor, and there is
doubt that much more good x
them in this way than is done; but the work we
refer to demands something far beyond the
occasional call, the book lent, and the garment
eut out.

There are s0 many points of difference he-
tween the child reared in the 1 s of
wealthy, and the uncared-for. friendless infant
picked out of the streets and alleys, that it is not
strange if thoy should have few thoughts in
common. It is true there is in some hearts,
s in that of Elizabeth Fry, a sympathy strong
enough to extend itself to every thing with
which it comes in contact, The moral power
of such natures is very great, They are among
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God's best gifta to this fallen world, yet not
the most In devising sch of
improvement, we canuot, therefore, rely upon
the powerful assistance which they give; nor
must we take it for granted that our plans
will be worked out by their aid. Probably
the best suggestion that has been offered
hitherto is that some of the best of the poor
women, superintended by ladies, should be em-
ployed as missionaries, and that each mission-
ary should be the mistress of a house, into which
a number of homeless girls might be received
on payment of a small weekly sum. Here,
under motherly training, they might b fitted
for their future duties.

The Marian above alluded to, soon after the
commencement of her work, says, “I long to
lift poor young girls, from twelve to eighteen
years of age, ont of the horrars of those over-
erowded rooms; and how glad I should be to
take a house and make a dormitory for them
by themselves! I know forty who would
come to me at once, and pay threepence a
night each. They could well afford it, and it
would take the money from those dancing-rooms
and casinos to which they flock to their ruin,
What new thoughts T might put into their
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The difficu
be experienced to a
the comme

mentione:

mont of these soci ; and in

the establi t of ther hould by =
means be anticiputed and considered, But
after a the greater part of the
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public-house, they're 1‘]'1ff"mim her. There's
mever no peace where she i

This account quite confirmed the opinion
which I had formed, that she was a woman
of great energy and uncommon ; while,
3f that energy and ability could or
1o some proper use, she 1
able as she was now
difficulty was how to ge
whom one had so little

J
ievous. But lle
uch a per
common, 1

, With

of
her. But the next w she was there again,
and again asked for work. I s her what
ghe had refused the wesk before, which she
took without saying a word, and went away
to her seat.

Whilst taking the money for the work, and
settling the accounts, T did not require the
women to"be quiet,—that is their ti
saying to one another what they
that I did not take any notice
loud tone in which new and f
member conversed, nor of her subj
was principally a rur
my proceedings.
iind; gitfing down, all the
their work and rameined quite s

14"

L
£

¢ pub aside
nt.  This
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to say; and I went on again where I left off,
#a if nothing had happened.

When the meeting was over, and the women
were going out, I saw Mr: nding
irresolutely vear door. She evidently did
mob like to leave without “giving it to me
ywell ;" and yot she had sens
there was no one to blame but h
galled to her, and asked her if she w ,ull

range LLe \\urk l. v She came |

nough to k

were all gone, :ou we were ale
gaid to her,—

#Mys, A——, it has been no
me to make you feel so uncom
evening. 11 W for som
pust; in the hope that your own good
would show the necessity of o
dating yourself to our plans and
gn scarcoly make as much excus

behaviour

uld for
1 to go whe

s here comes of |
d never pay a second
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you, and you coul 1d help me & great ds
you would.”
“] don’t think Ts
41 would ndvis
month. By Umx time
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in overflowing
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rd and

> returned

: difficult and
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ferred.  Saucy women are seldom deceptive.
Mhe surface is often Wi than that whic
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of the drunken mother suffera. I cannot think

of such mi without tears,

Two W 1 little ch
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cald day. The v of them ms
ehildren cry; and, contrary to my jud
(for, alas! exper
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of the moral atmosp) diffused around
Many a deep s gh have 1
for the poor rd las gone up.

One eveuing,
chapter of Lul
words, “T will s
said that
gertain kind of prodigal
back in this way. I
drunkards romark the
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plt brother for help, One day he begged for
doan of a hundred dollars. The rich bro-
or gaid hie would advance the sam, on con-
that the poor brother would write and

omize never o ll‘h\ll'w im any more. I

gifts upon us.  He not only gives, but it
His good plensure to give (as we suy, some-
happy” to do so snd o), and
Bestows, not a perishing sum of money, but
singdom.
A poor chimney-sweep's wife, sitting near
h was evidently listening with even more
ler usunl earnestness. She could not,
neither could her husband, and they had

g, repeating a was to her a considerable
She was, however, one of thoss
le who cannot bear to be left

A fragment of a yerse, if nothing

ite, we wero sure to get from her; and the
lations dil not '.ruuhl-: her, as she was not
oceasion,

on of llnu

dm.mu.lv two or zhm. ‘\\.\t week,
Swhen it came to her turn, rapeated, in a
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ing about this. One them wes an I
ofessed Roman Catholic. She

the other, “ And jist to think,
now, that he should have minded his manne
and all, at a time as that"  Little ex;

sions of this kind are not sing, but
walnable s a criterion by

far the women understand wh

judge how
aid; and

that she
u must find the society
do any
, rather dull

awards, “T am afraid y
of polite peopl
thing but what is
after this."

M




GIVING

ARD BECELY

CHAPTER VIL

NG AND BE;

feel Bim feating |

hearted la
afraid t

8¢




GIVING AND RECEIVING. 179

mecessary qualifications belong more to
ihead than to the heart,—that some great
g i required of us, rather than a good

h he tells me

society in that

peaking

Lone of their tea-meetings, at which he had

0 present, he says, “Whilst there, T was

histruck by the fact that, notwithstanding

8 great difference in our circumstances, our

are much the same.  We all have anx-

to be allayed, weaknesses to be sup-

, 8ins to be forgiven, hopes to be as-

, and sspirations to be encouraged. The

dies of all classes arosthe same, and re-

8 the leaves of the tree given for the heal-

bgof the nations, In this view we are one

with the poorest and the lowest, and we speak
fo them as one of them.”

15 the realization of this great thought

being one with them, which is the trus

qualification. No amount of ability will avail

Without this. When the head is simply to be

ed with knowledge, the greater the ability

b the teacher possesses, the better. But
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the death of one of her favourite plants,
s, —
1 do like to see them pretty green things
the white curtains. '"Tis something cheer-
like, for the children to watch. They looks
the buds and flowers as if they could
‘em grow."
replied, “The little slips you planted a
weeks ago will scon be up; and in the
p time your nico white curtains will make
room look very neat.”
“¥es: those white curtains I bought last
’6 quite so nice as I should like 'em to

I smiled. T could not help looking back

g years, and remembering the wrotched

in which T had first become acquuinted

her and her childran, when even a pair

elean hands or a clean face would have

5 great o rarity as snow in harvest.

» “Why, Mrs. R——," I added, “youn have

e particular indeed. I ses something

W every time T come. 1 don't know where
jou are going to stop.”

" “Nover, I hope, ma'am. We saves up, and

and such

‘Yejoicing goes on here ul every fresh thing
1
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sience that alone enables a poor mother to
her true position, and gives her the conrage
resolution to do her best for her husband
children, in the face of difficulties of which
rich have soarvcely any idea, Where eon-
ence has slumbered long, or (as in -most
) has never been aroused, the progress
“often ke slow; but let this right principle

j anca established, and the work is done.
In introd subjects of a d ic nature,
iword “ua'" should be more frequently used
tyou. Tt is well sometimes to speak
tioularly of our own diffienlties and mis-
It helps our listeners to vegard us as
-sufferers,—as friends, who can under-
and sympathize with them. When a
i mother tells us how much misery the bad
viour of her children is eansing her, we
not say (though it might be trae), **Ah!
is just the natural consequence of all
our bad management. If you had ouly done
whiat T advised, it would not have happened,”
must be (and what mother cannot truth-
flly say s0?), “Ah! 1 can feel for you; for
by children trouble me a good deal sometimes,
oocasion me much anxiety. Idon't know
& T should do, if T could not bring them
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to God in
them."

On one ¢
for a few weel

ayer and hope in his

poar woman, that 2
been attacked
go to her then;

i to men-
e
anxiety
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my children,
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s said,

reply,
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Ourse, very anxious
prevent my being t
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for days, | uffari
and, when the day for the
in
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,]I hear ma,
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nothing sho

ad at onae time,
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ber standing at the foot of the stairs,
abling in every nerve, and wondering how
was possible to mount to the top, and go
the room to face all the women. I had,
to look up to “Him who giveth powar

the faint;" and ha did not forsake me.
or the preliminary business was over,
@8 I sat down to read, I said, “Now,
h you are generally so quiet and orderly,
ask you lo-night to be, if’ possible, still
0. I have been suffering very much
pain in my face; and it has made me so
vous that T cannot bear any noise. When
ehildren came to me to-day, after dinner,
h they tried to be quist, yet even their
ng about made me so mnch worse that
| to send them away to the nursery.
they wers gone, and the room was still,
ght that some of you, no doubt, suffered
mes just in the same way, and that you
f0io nursery to send your clildren to; and

it very sorry for you."

The Mrs. A mentioned in a former
fpter was there. She hnd become & most
ous champion of mine. I eannot help
hing now at her tall, commanding figure,
i ghs sat that evening, bolt upright in her

10%
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\ an air of defianee,
Let me one dar
to make & nol If ach 1
sors dropped, her head we
staut. A little unfortunate boy,
who came with his motk

years of
eause lie could not be le
"l tim,
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and fi
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hor: aud st Jaat, when s peuny rolled off his
y followed it,
and remaine f sight, s if anable
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lap under the table, he

hj,'. ma'am,
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ght I shonld make such a racket in fetch-
‘em, that I should upset you altogether,
T had rather not finish my work than do
o

knew what a self-denial it must be to her
\to drive on to the end of her work, when
had intended to do so; and I appreciated
kind consideration accordingly.
[t has been quaintly said that “there are
points in which a queen resembles lwr
er-womnn than in which she does mot.”

among the poor, hoping to benefit them
er influence, shie must be impressed much
by the points of resemblance. that exist
e ﬂmm l}mn Ly the pnu wts of difference,

B respect. Thnanmr m,uuﬂ joys nteml-
on the mother’s life are common to all,
d ouuble us to realize, more than any other

¢hildren of one great family. The best
8 wa can find for our poor sisters will be

3 those which we learn from our own
from our own actusl, every-day expe-
Sometimes I have repeated a portion
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them,

I had pre-

ren, telling

my own ¢
I madae upon it a
about it

teresting and

mon explanation, has a better ¢
hould teach your childrer

tion of “tell-

rhody knows,” if 1 had
people,

it

rn much on mo

not 2o often seen good and e

m whom 1 could

almost

fail in any thing which

attempted among the poor
did not rec

our equals,
of our poor mot ad for e months

beautiful
had no diffi
Bl s

on the table, and resort to a variety

Ity in keey
ad of him, of cot
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and pale, and so did the poor mother,
gh her night-watching and hard work;
wa could hardly recognize in them the
it child and bappy mother we used to sce.
lust the little fair head became covered with
es,—very sorrowful to witness; and, in-
of now showing off her child, the poor
dled him us much na
1e with her shawl, and sat apart from
réat of the company.
One evening o visitor came in, and stayed
at an hour with us, She evidently had
‘been much accustomed to such soeiety, and
‘not fesl at home in it. Whilst I was
ing the money for the work, she tried to
t to some of the women; hut I saw that
found great difficulty in it. Fresently a
ary attracted her attention to the poor
v, and, with o look of great disgust, she
to the mother,—
“YWhy, what have you been doing with that

#What did you say, ma'am ?" answered the
sther, haping, I suppose, that she bad mis-
the question. It was ropeated. The

er looked very angry, and replied, T
't been doing of nothing with it. T sup-
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rich people’s babie
15, a well as poor |
the roon

med aa if an evil
lighted am

and

y eatimata th
soon as 1 had finist ¢
y t, and went across the room to fateh
something that T did not want; and, as I
1 the offending head, T stroked the litt
and said,—

la face,
“Poor baby! how it 18 that

o must
to suffer so soom, and give its poor

beg
moth

back to my seat I saw the mother

bent over the df quiet
dropping upon its face, and the evil spirit was
gona,

Now, this lady waa by no means of an un-

Id have

kind disposition: she we
money if wa had asked

ven
for it, and would have
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srted herself, far more than many, to render
 any real service. She might truly have

“And yet it wns nover in
To play 20 ill w part;
But evil 1= wrought by want of thought
As well ns waait of hoart”

The most beautiful and touching lessons on

s subject are to be found in the life of our
iour!  Of course, a word or a message
from him could have conveyed the mirnculous
ing power ; but in most cases he chose to

gh the sightless eye, to put his finger into
deaf ear, and to take her that was dead
rthe hand. Even the poor leper, whom no

N carcely pass on the road,—who had
" for years, a stranger to all human

him! Jesus kmew that o double healing
required here, not only for the body
eovered with sores, but for the spirit wounded
'blongnag oot and estrangement.  Each must
b healed, before the feelings of a man and a
brother could return. A word or a message
beould have effected the first; but the touc
plished Loth,
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omparably greater was the
isted batween J.
nt which exist

i an

gometimes I
the poor; but what are these to H‘

went about doing gy
,th to

who al
sht
minister,” and who clo
a ransom for many”
arked about his picture
was od with
1 had forgotten what I wis 0
the example of Christ before us at which to
aim, it will
followers will be
the

“to be mini

ho 801

hed

are salisfi




UPON A DARK sUsJECT, 103

CHAPTER VIII.
vI.I(ﬂ]'l' UPON A DARK SUBJECT.
1 thee partake

AN e

Fothiug ont be so mean

A servant with
Makes drudge :
Who sweepie o wt for thy laws
Makes that and (k' action fine."
Grovar Haaesr.

that you talk about, are very well in
way; but you surely find you cannot do
¥ thing you wish among the poor by thesa

c\\ifdren, and nIl h.u sort mf ﬂ.mg"

bie answer to thi
f o
ore, attempt more than a

gla x.llu(vunun in reply.
w
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One subject that comes nnder my unotice
equently is the inquiry for places of
for the d: 1
higher class

saprats of &

to be :
wlv IL is painful to 1
ln aring from mistre

1|uu\,

and intended by the wise Disposer of all
3 to L d benefit each other, should
enbortain such feells ill
will, is to be deplored \are is any
remedy g
0 ‘[ALuu]L a prot

tan evil, il any solution

1 is possible;

n on any other subjeet, is there

most
room for 'I.‘
; bere is o
to the

wd to the

ilanthro-

of the most direct roads that

f thoss who

wbie three or fonr years
sught this mat
I said thut
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‘we would give up one evening to the special

\disoussion of it. 1 appointed the next week,

and invited the mothers to bring with them

ir own daughters and any young people

they liked. Tho nomber that came showed
b the subject was popular with them,

It was ot difficult to find an appropriate

Beripture lesson for the evening. The Old

tament abounds with interesting reference

seryants. It is remarkable that the first-

orded appearance of an angel in this world

to a servant,—Hagar. Abraham's ser-

jy Eliezer, was to him as his right hand.

6 charaoter which we particuluarly dwelt

ipon was Rebecea’s nurse, IMJul'ull,—hegiu-

at the first mention of hor:—“And they

away Rebecca their sister, and her

! We traced her probable life, as can

y be done from the history that is given

of the families in which she lived,—the

quiet years with Tsnac and Rebe ca alone,

0 she doubtless had her trials, arising,

aps, from the want of perfect truthful-

in her mistress, or from the quiet, con-

iplitive disposition of her muster, who did

always appreciate her efforts to please.

iedme two little boys to be nursed, who,
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while they gratified her pride, g
|

much

r that trouble was in the

wh

roulil

an the uncon-

, who were a gief
ca, were introduced
discoversd,

t 1 offices wer

s, we find Deborah f J
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ing her old life over again in the care of his
dren, and ng love and respect even
Reheoca's lawless descendants, Isitany

er if, after all this, a chosen spot, “under
onk,"” was selected as the place of her burial,
that the numerous family who attended
to the grave should have wept so much
the name of the place ever after was
“Allon-bachuth,"—the “odk of weep-

ow, how many times, through all these
fol years, dificult and trying ciroum-
nces must have occurred!—long illness,
haps; quarrelsome children to contend
th; groat changes in the household man-
ment, and so forth. A modern servant
d have said, many times aver, "Wcli, I

[ must be off, and try for

mething easier.” “If people will g mL'l

f messes, they must get out of them.
41t is 1o business of mine: all T have to do
take care of myself;” and off she would

¢ gone.  After r g this many times,

it any wonder that, instead of finding 2 liome
i the house of & master’s favourits son and
:g attended to her grave by a weeping
f: mily, she finds her an outeast in the
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e and bitter
of her health

said ane of the women

to speak of pluces
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weral others spoke to the eame effect.

"A% last T said, “1 should indeed be sorry if
supposed that I think it is entively the
 of eervants that we are doing so badly in
way at the present time. 8o far from it,
mistress o quite a8 much to blame
servants, But it would not be a wise thing
8 to spend the little time wo have together

in talking about what we cannot ln:l[r.

that put them out, ’ulrl you ml me it
bad mistresses that put you out. The
ar hoth parties begin to make some altera-
fion, the better. Puf, as Tam the only mis-
hit, it is only waste of time
L And I want to ask
first, if you do not thiuk youw have some-
in_your power. Is there nothing you
do % make things better than they are
o
No one answered : 2o I continged, “T will
il you about a servant I once kuew very
Her name waos not Jane; but T will
Ixcx' Ly let name now. I‘mm rouru.-ou




The only ti
w3 Bunday afterno.

&0 hard; th
to hv-- with; the kitch

LU'L ml trying wor
was a good teac

1

ting a more thorough in-

pt up at night; the
in health; snd

, that wae the ‘more try-

vi g
loors half day

but, as cocking
omplished in a hot kilchen, the i

y..]r. ar that the hetter,

Oune day, nfter all the neul




LIGHT UPON A DARK sURJEcr. 201

W4T have been inquiring this week all about
sur place, and 1 find there are in it some
§ yery uncomfortable and trying; but it

b the place where you can loarn fo be a

ook ; and, whatever you may think of it,

1 mean you to stop there two years.'
#Qh, mother " said Jane, * how can you be
B erucl 2 And ghe burst into tears.

Jane,’ gaid her mother, “when the boys
it ot to work, you know how Jim used to
pplain about how he was teased in the car-

‘s shop, and how bad Harry’s hauds used
with the bricks. They used to come
ne awful tired in the evening; but T said
them, as you know, “ Well, boys, it is no
il to give in: we can’t have nothing in this
d without trying for it. All this suffering
il hard work will make men of you, and
you worth something, I don't want my

to be gingerbread people, that can't
ing and can't bear nothing : you must just

about and meet your tronbles, and iv'll
8 be the making of ye by-and-by." And

[ane, now I say the very same to you, I
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had to pay something for the boys' learning
their tr
both puid and kept whils you are I

and to keep ‘em too; but you are

you

and o3 nust make up your mind

to leave ¢ ir own shonlder

ik
to the wheel, and T say to yon, as I did to

them, it will be the making of yo
“Jane Lvu

it was no use argning vulh her; nnd she wer
r she

dure, all ghe could do was to

back to her place feeling that, what

1of the two yenrs she loft; but
good. cook,—not hurt by her hard
\-(..1\, although nm,\\ well—f
her speak of

very hard for t

'lmu h some --Inm-u mn 1h h
t ahe enjoyed the reputation

mt at wages of e

amained ton years, and the
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, baving saved upwards of a thousand
for, besides good wages, sha had oc-
ly received presents from varions mem-
of the families in which she had lived,
yalued her exceedingly and speak of her
this day with respect and affection. She
 marriad from her mistress's house, where
ding-breakfast was provided. When
went off with her husband, the whole
y assembled to bid her farewell and ex-
their good wishes; and one of the great
did not forget to throw an old shoe after
#for luck,’ as they foolishly said. The
time I suw her, she was in a most com-
bly-furnished cottage, nursing her baby;
among other things, she said to me,—
#4The best thing that over happened to me
life was my mother ea to me, “What-
u may think of it, Jane, I mean you
iy there two years,” "
8 of my party was a gipsy-girl, about
years of age. She scemed to listen
story with great interest; and, after T
ended, sho exclaimed, without addressing
to siny one in particular,—
L will learn to do something well: T am
ormined T will.”
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sperous? it was partly good luck: they
d places,”

, I see that; but it was their good
ghat got them the good places, and

f good behaviour that enabled them to
p them,”
11 sec,” said another: “ 'course they
't have stopped there if they hadn't
worth something
18 this ‘being worth somathing' that has
deal to do with it, I assure you. Sup-
Twore to send for a carpeuter and give
pSome wood and tell him to make me a box,
BBt in the evening, when T looked at his
Thound that he had made such mistakes
ng it out and putting it together that
8 all spoiled,—that there was no possi-
lof making a box out of it, and all that
f done for me was to make the material
for nothing. I should say to him,
ot pay you for ur work, You
deoeived me in professing to be abls to
i6 geams you cannot do; you have in-
\mg by destroying my proporty; and I
Bk reccmmend you to any oneelse.’ Now,
ould call me unjust for this? And what
b thought of a master if, when he had
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away one spoiled digh after another from
le, he were to seutl
r, ‘T engaged to g
unl to pay you oer
d my uwl uml‘

- the cook and

hou

tion

care prop omunittad to your char

I have fulfilled my port of the engagement;

1 have not fulfillad T you re ‘n\

ot eook properly,

justics in tal
sholter of my house, T

ing my mo

from car
trial;
same timo.
for this d
sud r
upon u!u ther
or not.’”  Now, ;, who could
Aud yet, T dare
go h.‘k to the kit
lieard of such & th

Loy .l\. not. reme; mlm 0

suter who conld nob do what I required

u do wh

t yolu enga,
njust?
ad cook would

L had

this we

ver cmple

i, —not 8o well always, parhaps, as it might
but atill he did it.  But how
housemaids 1 nursea have T

soen eutively fail in their engagements! It
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ge not from inferior capacity, but from
great mistake which the girls had made
supposing that they could perform the very
portant duties nssigned to them in life with-
preparation. A boy who intends to be a
nter bogins, as early as he can, to observe
the work s done; he spends _v-;-;nrs’ in
ently learning one branch of hLis trade
another,* before he asks for wages: con-

employers, and often remaius with one
er for many years,"

“But, ma'am,” gaid one, “how are we to
¢ our girls for service? Our houses
&

is 80 -I flerent from yunLuvl‘ulM ;5

@ often felt for you in this d)l’h culty.
your bouses are not, perhaps, quite s
like gentlefolks’ as they might be. A

y, and the various

haye the disposal of theic own t
nre often indurated

of thetmety.
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» more parbicular
good lesson might. be giver

11 5 1 nk, in th
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with the amount of wages given at the
it day,—but to ask for those privileges
nt which o servant cannot long continue
keep herself respectable. I will tell you
I think & girl who could faithfully per-
‘her part of the contract would be justi-
d in asking.

1st. That she might lrave as much of the
y to herself as the general arrangements
the household would permit. The com-
ent which tells us all to ‘remember the
h-day to keep it holy’ has especially
| that servants are to vest on that day. No
18 likely long to go on right who has no
to read the Bible,—that great chart in-
nded to guide us through life,—without time
attend the public means of grace, and with-
leisure to prepare for that world where the
ing and the served must stand side by side
8 up their account to the great Master

| Judge of all.
24, Bhe has a right to ask for the punc-
payment of her wages on the appointed

Bhe has a right to ask that some little
bion of the duy may be considered her own
"The precise time must depend upan the

0 19%
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habits of the fam and may ¥

varied to m

juire

wumetance

Some time there must

or & servant cannot

do credit to her place by keeping herself ne
and respectable. But the time should never
be stole ye for time, and it is
her

: & mistress p

ght. There must be a distinet under-
standing between the parties; and I do x
lesitate to gay, from my own experience
such an arrangement would be found m

advantageous,”
After the meeting was ¢

grou be seen in v
room, »d in earnest con A
heard one of them say it was “u sight clearer

d b

About two years after this conv

to her than ever it b

on before.”

raation, &

woman called at my Liouse, one morning, bring

ters

ing her two dat
about seve
remembered she had form

with her, apparantly
hteen years of age.
xl)

ginge removed from the

2611 OF

attended our

g, but she h
hibourhood.

mee

immediaf

quiries had pas

“T don't know whe

you rememt

su talk

ma'am, about two ye

ut the mothers’ m:
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gbout servants and missuses, and such Jike.
was there, and these two girls. We had
n puzzling ourselves a deal, for some time
, t0 know what 1t was best to do 5 and we
tood what you said, and liked it; and it
d to make us eee things better than we
@ver done before. I had heard of some
for them; but we were afraid they
be overworked, and all that, As we
going home, the girls said they would
for it: they didn't want to be ‘ginger-
people,” cither. 8o they tack heart,
went to work, and they have been hard
ever since. They aren’t very stout, you
ma'am; for they've had plenty of work,
pone too much to live npon.  But she's o
[pointing to the eldest], and I'll be bound
ter'll ever send for her to say sho's
hig dinner; and she's en in the
[pointing to the youngest], and has
to do needlework well, as I can show
b [producing o picce of work].  Thare,
0! aren't that something Jike it should
8he won't have to bargain for what she
do; that's certuin.”
stood these two girls, looking rather
#d wors, but by no meuns unhappy.
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wers very plainly, though neatly, dr
ve beon affordad out

the small wages which they I
gnity about them erisin
ous worth, and & @

value of what the
The contr:

to both parties, proving that our wise and
kind Father has allowed and des
th for good —that,

dependence,-we may be led to cberish
foolings of yespect and yegard
which are th t
¢ For the body [of e
but many.”
And the eye
o need of the
the feet, T have no need of the
“That there should be
but that the m

each otlier

rongest

iety] is not one mem-

and, I
nor again the head to

shism in the

“And wh mber suffer, all the

members suffer with it.”
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need hardly say that places were easily
d for such girls. The gipsy-girl, too,
3 kept to her determination of doing some-
g well, and has been in one place for the
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CHAPTER IX.

OUR MISSIONARIES.

“The poor are tha poor's best friend

* Littls words of kindnesa,

Like 10 heaven abov

Trose who have watched the mothers’ so-
ciety from the commencement will zee that
r has been marked by steady pro-
¢; and not merely in numbers: the mo! al
gpiritual tone has deepened, become more
earnest, more active. Nothing
ressing to me, when I
menced this wor rve the unkind
selings which th
ds each other. It was no unusual thing
ive o call from one of them,

first com-

en manifested to-

for me to
the purposs of telling me that if I ol lowed
Mrs. So-and-So to come to the mesting, then
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should not come. “They hadn't spoke
‘months, and never meant to speak any
; and there was no pleasure in coming
seaing such a ‘“ippocrit’ as she was ‘sit-
up there.” Then, again, T was warned
to take up with such a one; for she was

s false as sho was high, and “ nobody never
d a word ehe said." Once a mother

to complain against her own daughter,

g me she was quite undeserving of the
ce [ was rendering her, and that the
thing that brought her smong us was
pget all she could. T often spoke to them
y earnestly about these accusations of each
5 and assured them that this sin would
0 our meetings what Achan's crime was
ithe camp of Israel; that we could neither
the blessing of & God of love ourselves,
hope that our united prayers for our chil-
would be heard and answered, whilst
iwere hating instead of helping one an-

b this is not so much such a thing to be
against as to be lived down. The

ant reading together of the word of God,
ly of His life who =0 loved us (sinners
th we are) as to die for us, soon had its
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effect upon us. We always, from
first, made a point of r
to any particular famil

ocourred to an

rring i OUr pray
ion which

alike, .m-l nevar i
evil reports brought to me
earnestly than ever

livered from the parti

momber |1m they coul
ng Lh sir b,u. o8, 80 that

younger ongs, by nur
the work for the man
might proceed the faster.
bers, in their turn, wo
needle, which the failing

at homa

some com-
The warm
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b a bad cough, or to the

r with her “

otato

1 the room ¥

ch only two
up to those who most neoded t}
the remark,

keeping them,
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and I shall keep it,” which at one time
ht have been heard.
One evening last winter [ read to them
put-what a person was doing for her poor
ours in St. Giles's. I saw they were
pmely intercsted in the narrative, and I
o them, “Now, many of you, I know,
to those about you as kindly as that
does; and if any of yon think that
haye time and strength and spirit for
work, I believe that, without giving up
Fwhole days to it (as, with you, that would
mpossible), you might, by a little planning
‘arrangement, accomplish a great deal of
After the meeting was over, threa
the women came to me, and offered their
in sny way I thought best. As it
then too late to go into the subject, T in-
them to tea on the following Wednesday.
8 three came, bringing with them the
the mother of several littls children,
apologized much for coming, especially as
had to bring her baby with her. Rhe
she conldn’t do much; but she conldn't
0 be left ont. She thought she might
her baby and sit with a sick neighbour
times, or take cara of some little children,
19
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with her ow

, now and then,

good. Twa of the women

of fift f age, o
living with them.
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told me that she
the socisty, she
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thing bettar

not that

D

nct, that her visits

would be to give us her patror
became hette

A= W

good
months afterwar

Is

, to whom &

to, &t

alone, with a fami

call her blessed,

ance from the par;

1; but the work
he first §
ve that she walked un

ror tw

dicated cons
ghe v afflicted with an intern:
which T feaved, at fi
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notwithstanding all she endured, she
on, always saying she could bear any

ng but the poor-house and separation from
er children, and managed, in spite of such
culties as would have sunk many a strong
's heart, to keep her little home to herself,
retain over her great boys an almost un-
ded influence. She became so very ill
summer that I took her one day to “The
'—a kind of hospital for chronic diseases
established in our neighbourhood. The
spoke of the case, not only hopefully,

a8 one that could certainly be cured; but
be by an operation; and it would be

for her to become an inmate of the

for four or five weeks, [Under skilful
Bumane care, the cause of her suffering
8 enfirely removed ; and the gratitude of
poor woman for so great a mercy seemed
unded. During the evening on which she

§ her companions came to my house, she
“ After T was sare I was going to bewell
T'used to lie in my bed in that hospital
for hours, with my heart lifted up with
itude to God; and I asked him so many
to show me what I should do for him for
his groat love and kindness to me. T really
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did feel that lova and thankfuln

but I couldn't e
was the fi

that's your
o to do;’ and

kit e had h-\pu s
1 never left me; and T knew then that
y of teaching me and prap
And now, m

2 is very kind to me;

\( for -Imub what I can for those who
And T have thought of wl
n told us, too, ma'am, that if we will
& a beginning ight-
t 820 ex: how—that the
we go along, and God will
e want W
about it at present; but

t you

n what is

none

of us feel very w
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yare all ready to do, as far as we can, any
 you think best.”
g spent a very pleasant evening together,
tallked over various plans. The women
‘of varied capacities, and I saw that they
not all fitted for the same work ; but they
all nctuated by the same spirit,—love
Saviour, and willingness to work for

Jour next meeting, in the following week,

it as I sat down to read, o little girl entered
18 room; and, coming up to me, said,—

Please, ma'am, mother sent me here to ask

(“Bhe is very bad, ma'am, and hasn't got
to do nothing for her.”

hen the little girl was gone, I inquired if

thody knew this person (Mrs, 8—), as

Bad only attended our meetings for a few

Only one woman present knew any
about her, and ghe not much.

[ only know,” she said, “ that she is a poor

led thing, as has known better days, and

to keap herself to herself, like; for her

band spends every thing in drink, aud

1w
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8 POOT Woman
lp aud symp uh-: that
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g-pan and washed the poor miserable
baby in it, and put on it some clean
, which I found in the bag of baby-linen
‘had been lont her. The little thing hud
erying for hours; but it soon felt com-
ble, and went off to sleep before T had

ed dressing it. I put it into bed with its

w, and then T got the Bible and read a
werses fto her; and then I kuecled down

| prayed with her as well as I could. I
God to help her out of¢her trouble, and
her from thinking hard thoughta of him,

d make her to see he meant it for her good.
1 talked to her a good bit; and she told
Bow she had been well off once, but that
husband’s drinking had ruined them all.
eried very much, poor thing! and said
had been praying all the morning that God
send some one to help her. I tried to

wt her as well as I could, aud told her

it we would all pray for her, and that God
uld change her husband's heart. Then I
hier, and so T came away; sud now,

o, T am come to you, if you pleuse, for

€ food for them; for they all want that
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icnaries went. She wa
ways as the one who first
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and her hands were stiff, baving suffer
rheumatism, in consequance of whi
found it fmpossible to dress tho baby :
weont for mother
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kind
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ing round her, talking about the baby

are rather in the habit of making a good

of the last baby); and presently, as in

course of my work I passed near this

goup, I heard her say, “ You have been just

tind sisters to me. It was the bast day

e life when T came here; and I shall never
i how kind you have been to me.”

, Mrs. 8—— " gaid a kind, cheerful

, Who had the good sense to sse that

wession of strong feeling was too much

Bithe poor, weak mother just then, “never

Lmind about that; it did us good to do it:

i must make haste and get well and

g and then we shall come upon you to

us some day.”
sequel to this atory is too pleasant to

afterwards, we invite the poor women
B society, with their husbands, to paar-
ol o social cup of tea together. The
Hlighted and prottily-decorated rooms
ifd last year o most cheerful appear-
About o hundred and fifty of these
people assembled, with fifty or sixty
\ri‘::hcr neighbours.
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After the mesting was over, her hushand

Wi, T am done for. 1 can never go back
thosa drinking ways again. I can stand up
just & good deal; but those people thers
d have moved a post, let alone a man.”

8 man was & fishmonger, and once had
siness in this trade which he sold for
hundred dollars. The greater part of
money was squandered in drink. Since
the only means by which he could sup-
himself and his family had been by hawk-
sh about the streets. For many hours,
of a Sunday morning, his loud voice
ght have been heard resounding throngh
streets and equarcs of the neighbourhood.
the church-doors wers not thick enough
it out the noige; and the annoyance was
the subject of complaint.
ent to see thom, one morning about the
ning of March, but not in the damp
ar where our acquaintancs was first made.
ey had taken a neat littls shop, and, though
B ot well stocked, they were getting on.
eldest girl, who was appointed to look
the shop, certainly looked as if she felt
f “a person of consequence.” T could
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wreely recognize in her the poor “crn
¢ thing whom T had workiug for
n their former ibod

ldren—who used to remind ond

ther
t look of abject distr

r, with the full

afore her of th

for my hust

he children g
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ghted life, looks at her children, and with
hands and streaming eyes prays,—as
but the wife of a drunkard ever prays,
Deliver them, oh, deliver them from evi
the children, with the recollection ever
them of their joyless childhood and
wiul home, band themselves together,
ng thus by union to strengthen their
il courage to resist evil, and they pray,
h, lead us not into temptation.” Let us
with them and pray, too, that God, in
¥ to these poor captives sighing for de-
ance, will awaken the consciences of those
0 &till dare to offer the intoxicating cup to
a8 ensily yield to tempiation. If they
Mill not pause and listen to the groans of hu-
ity and the wail of despair that are as-
g night and day from every corner of
dand through this accursed thing, let them,
their own akes, ponder the” meaning of
rrible words, too lightly passed over even
thoso who tell us that He who uttered
is their Lord and Master, * Woe to that
by whom the offence comath!” It were
for him that a millstorie were hanged
his neck, and ke cast into the sea, tha
it he should offind one of these little ane

n
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in many ways, and have often saved me from
g mistakes,

In order to keep up a vigorous and lively

t at the “mothers’ meetings,"” the sub-

that are brought forward must usually

ie some reference to what is passing among

I have frequently, at homs, thought

topic to form the basis of our conversa-

in the evening; and on my way thers, or

after 1 have entered the room, I haye

attention that there could be little chance
Bheir following out my train of thought,

that if T wished to do them good I must
ow their’s inst.
T ance heard our o ity missionary make a
ark, which has been very useful to me.
e sinid,—
‘We must remember, in our intercourse
 the poor, that they have a constant press-
fipon their minds as to how they are to
de for their ever-returning wants; and
must not expect more abstract attention
them than we feel we should be inclined
glve to ourselves supposing that we were
fuatad as not to know, certainly, how the
Br for to-morraw was to be provided.”
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ot of hard words in it T couldn’t make nothing
dt. Parsons don’t understand nothing about
or, instead of praying for all them out-
dish things, they'd pray a bit for us, now
then, and for our poor wives at home, that

't never get out to pray for themselves, and
work to do that would frighten 'em to

ab.”

& remark will show the estimation in
ich the very poor generally hold the ser-
8 in our churches and chapels. It would
mnwise to argue from it that some great
ation must be necessary,—that the Jan-

and thoughts of every preacher should
o simplified as to be brought to the level
the uneducated. There would be a want

ice in this, The higher classes have &
t to be considered, as well as the poorer;
it tastes and requirements must be thought
id provided for; and, as they are satisfied,
8d and instructed by things as they are,
‘thamselves, lot things remain as they ara.
hat we want is someth in addition to
it which we already lmn, and, we think,
ething very different.

6 college education received by our minis-
B8 of religion would not be the hest possible

20%
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malo Missionary. A sensible, trne-hearted
tian woman, very little removed above
poor hersell, will accomplish much more
ng them than any lady, however well in-

d ghe may be. So many minutie must
congidered in endeavouring to improve the
me-habits of these people, such a constant
lulness is necessary to prevent a degene-
lion into merely amatenr work, that it re-
8 all the method, =kill and determination

know how to use with the poor, which
dd never occur to people differently situ-
A fow weeks ago, T requested one of
missionaries to eall upon a family where
iére were a number of children growing up
_‘smat ignorance, and to gee if' she conld not
jetsuads the mother to send some of them to
Next time I saw her, I asked her
suocess she hnd had.
AL first, ma’am,” she snid, “T conldn't get
Bhat all: the mother did not seem to care
out the children’s knowing any thing, and
I8 8aid she was sure she could not afford the
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@ comfort. The keen eye, the ready hand
the loving heart of some good Christian
an, who can devote the whole of her time
the work, is just what we want. We must
in Him who has already done so much
s, that he will open the way as we go on,
raise up for us, in our time of need, both

person and the pay.
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BT thonght it would be better for us to make a
point of all attending some place of worship,
tand uniting with others in our prayers for the
\deliverance of our country from the great evils
fywhich threatened it.

Two or three voices exclaimed, at
M8Then, if that is it, we sha'n't go nowhere,”

“Why not?" I aske

One of them replied, * \I\' master never lots
e go to uny pluce, We have neither of us
gver been inside a church since we were

Two or three of the others said that was
Hjmst the case with them,

it, then, that your hushands let you

am, we goes on with our work
Rere; and it hnlp- us to get many a nice bit
of clothes, that we should have to go without
af we didn't get them bere, by paying & little
8t & time; and the children, o, you see
‘ma'am, is mostly in bed beforo we come.”
“Do you not think that some of you could
ipersuade your husbands to go te church with
f’yan, for once?"
They shook their heads, and said they wera
re wers a few in the room
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the room, took her seat on a low box by
gide of the fire, She leaned forward,
ing her head on her arms, and began to
bitterly. I locked up for an explana-
One of the women said, “She lost her
by, ma'am, a day or two ago, and she takes
y s all gat silenitly for
pe minutes, for we felt the sacredness of
presence of grief. They were precious
nutes to me, full of earn thought and
ling.
About ten months previous to the time of
bich T am speaking, this woman first came
ng us, bringing her baby, then about six
ks old. I thought Thad scarcely ever seen
sweet a child, The expression of the little
reminded me of something holier and
er than is usually to be met with in this
allen world; and I did not wonder that it was

and the mother. The

i was 2 genius of no common order, and,
for the futal habit of drinking, would have
in the world. The mother had kiown

s, hut, not having much spirit, she

{ to her fate,

herself as much as she
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This mother and baby were 5o constant in
itheir attendance that we should haw
ipected something wrong if they had not »
#heir appearance. As the baby grew, he

Neame still more lovely. He smiled sweetly
fwhen he was noticed, and we all loved him so
Auch that he was universally called “our
by." I occasionally took him on my lap
when I was reading, that the mother might
et on the faster with her work. He used to
quietly, making playthings of my fingers,
looking intently into my face, that he might

8 ready with Lis sweet smile when he was

Aud it wae for the loss of “our baby"” that
poor mother's tears wers flow
B wonder thut many hearts there sympa-
ed in her grief; and thoughts, too deep
I words, kept us silent. The mother was
8first to speak. She said,—
“Ma'am, do you remember the first even-
T brought him here? You luoked at him
50, and said he was a pictur’ child.”
*Yes; I was just thinking of it”
“Wa liked that name for him o much, it
de his father think more of him: he would
el him nsleep in the eradle, and say,
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more! The kind hand of his heavenly Father
Boa wiped away the tears that distressed you
gomuch. As the Scotch song says,—

“*There's nao sorryw there, Jean;

As soon ss the mother conld speak again
for her tears, she said,—

“Do you think, ma'am, he is gone there
for cortain? ‘cause some of 'em have been
Baying to-day that nobody goes to heaven,

not even babes, except they be 'lected.”

“But when Jesus died upon the cross, it
‘s that infants might be saved. Hear his
blessed words :—* Buffer the little children to
gome unto me, and forbids them not; for of
wuch is the kingdom of heaven.! No one has
80 much cause to love the Saviour as the
‘mothers of little children.
§ By the death of Ch he way is opened
by which the chief of sinners may be saved,
W have all sinned: even aur little babes
thave no holiness, till the Spirit of God makes
them holy. The same Spirit must make ns
tholy ; and God is more willing to give that

0
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\given among men whereby any of us can be
saved.”
“ But, ma'am, you don’t mean that Christ's
dying has made it certain that we shall all get
to heaven ?"
¢ Christ died for the sins of the world, and
is sufficient in itself to make all
[safe for heaven; but there are many who do
ot accept this salvation. Sup-
{posing, now while provisions are so high, I
were to send to every man, woman and child
the Potteries, and say that every day at
lone o'clock T would have a good dinver pro-
wided for them at my house: I would take
leare that there should be room and abundance
Wforiall. Tt is said thers are a thousand in-
dhabitants in the Potteries. Bupposing, ont
'of the number, only two hundred came. Some
Smight be too proud to accept my kindness;
tothers, too busy in secking food in other ways.
“But the most extraordinary thing of all wounld
be that some should have for gmmn all about
it, They would go on eating the most mise-
brable food, suffering in every way in con-
\Bequence, mul grumbling at their unbappy
fate; while, if they would only come to me,
I would receive them and give them abun-
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of this sweet and lovely child, w mission
earth seemed (o have been to awaken in its
pature.  And we

' the Good Shepherd, who had
amb of the flock,
Wl resiimed the care of this precious one, had
d him the contest of life, and faken him
imsell, to be safe and happy fore
BT always feel tempted, when reviewing my
arnal, to linger over the narrative
fast-day evening.” T recall how we
ed till the daylight had faded into tw
i then we watched' the fire as its fli
g occasionally rested on the pla
some infant sleeping on its mother's lap,
wecall, a5 if it were but yesterday, the ear-
gt and fixed attention with wlhich this com-
any of mothers listened to the glad tidings of
@ Baviour for their little ones. Had he been
ented to us a8 owr Saviour only, we must
10\0«1 him buL lu yw much more when

us than ll
S Bome of the women that were there still
§peals of this evening with pleasure ; and there
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tbe seryant was, ‘“ Ah | the Catholics is coming

amang us, and they'll never stand by and ses
poor people suffer, like you Protestants
'

‘Whatever distinctions may prevail in the
ious denominations of Protestants, we surely

I agree in this, that we are looking for sal-
bion simply and entirely through the merits
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Compared with this, the points on which
differ ave few and unimportant, affecting
neipally what we may call our ontside lifs,
elonging to the ““wood, hay, stubble” that
aches to the present imperfect state of
ngs, and which, if not at last burned with
y will at least be lost sight of when, instead
seeing through a glass darkly, the mind
sps the astonizhing and overwhelming mean-

g of being eaved to the uttermost.

A voice from the enemy's camp has reached

8, that their great hopes of success rest upon
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ved by her anxious fears and distrust of her-

that she was obliged to send a message to

gay she could not possibly meet the class. She

since learned a different kind of prepura-

jon; and, were she again placed in similar

mstances, she would go, as we all must,

Solomon, to the fountain of wisdom, and

, “I am but a little child: I know not how

go out or come in. Give, therefore, thy
ant an understanding heart.”

Tt is not necessary to have entire confidence

in ourselves before we begin an important

k, especially work threugh which we hope

influence others; but the poor mind, con-
us of innumerable weaknesses and defacts,
e: it cannot carry

i burden alone without fainting nnder the
Our heavenly Father knows this, and

8 to us, “Do not try to carry it. Cast thy

t glorify m How well that it should

20! This at once places both us and our

tion :—Glorify me, not

selves, W do not think of the tool that

8 chiselled out the beautiful sculpture, but

the hand that has wielded and directed that
ument.
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as big at six montha as he ought to be at
ve, you must just take the consequences.
will give you some material that you must
out for yourself, and try to fit your great
if you can.” The baby crowed and
ed, and seemed delighted at being such
object of attention. The mother caught
16 infection, and laughed too, acknowledged
er mistake, apologized to the lady,and walked
[ to her seat, by no means displeased at being
wicted of having one of the finest babies in
world.
R A fneud of mine happened to be there that
g who was wishing to establish a similar
ety in her own neighbourhood, and had
¢ to look in upon us. As we were walk-
g home together, she said, “I see how it is
Jare o successful: you have so much tact.
‘wonder how you can meet all these cases as
! turn up.” I replied, “I should wonder
y much if I could not. I never go there
out asking direction from Him who is
e giver of every good and perfect gift;'
He who has said, ‘Ask, and ye shall re-
ve,' simply keeps his promise, and gives me
e wisdom I ask for. Whatever difficulties
e, I remember that the Lord God of Elijab,
e
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of Solomon and of David is my God, and he
is as willing to make me wise to govern a
mothers' society as he was to make them wiss
to govern kingdoms.”

1n stepping aside for an instant just to show
that with this help, within the reach of all,
wa may become wise enough to do something
for our poor neighbonrs and yet in no way
be unmindful of our domestic claims, I have
wandered away from my starting-point, which
referred to the necessity of occasional absence
from home.

The influence T hava obtained over some of
these poor people, and the respect and affec-
tion with which they have so abundantly re-
warded any littls kindness they may Laye re-
ceived, T regard in the light of a sacred trust
for which I am accountable, and which T am
under no circumstances at liberty to set on
one side and treat as though it did not exist.
During these seasons of absence, therefors, by
way of keeping up my acquaintance, 1 fre-
quently address to some of them little fric ndly
notes, generally expressing an interest in
passing event with which they may
ucoted, or, perhaps, simply n few w
sympathy to some poor sufferer “stricken of
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and afflicted.” - The poor are quite aware
this is 4 kind of attention’ that one lady
show to another, and there are few
they appreciate a0 highly. A note

iat it has perhaps taken searcely ten minutes
write, and whose only cost has been the
per, envelope and stamp, has won many a
ity and cleared the way for further improve-

ut it will be obvious that, in a society
bering now ninety members, it is not
ble to give this individual attention to
That none may feel themselves forgotten

d neglected, 1 usually send one letter ad-

. Copy of a Letter addressed to the Members of the
Mathers’ Society during a fow wecks'
abaence from home.

. * April 18
¥ DEAR FRIENDS:—
It gives me much pleasure to have this op-
tunity of continuing my intercourse with

I should have written to you earlier, if
d not been 8o very much occupied in vari-
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““There are few days in which T donot think
of you, and on this day especially [Wednesday,
the usual day of our meeting] I never forget
to spend part of the evening in earnest prayer
to God, that he would bless you and make yon
great blessings to all with whom you are
connected, I feel that your influence is so
great, sither for good or evil, that, in blessing
and teaching you, God will be bestowing a
rich blessing upon very many others,

“We have g0 often spoken togsther on the
importance of our influence over our children,
that I do-not just now intend dwelling upon
that. There is another view of this subject
which bas often been present to my mind of
late, and I ghould like to try to interest you
in it: I mean, the influence for good which
God designs our children should have over us,

“During the time I resided in Bath, I met
with & circumstance which much hnpx'&wal
my mind with this view of the subje
T was glad, on looking into my desk the mhv'r
day, to find T had kept an account of i
am thus able to give it to you more correctly.

“1 think T have told you T used to m: onge
a Female Friendly Society in Bath,—that is,
society where a number of poor women pn)
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in g0 much a week, to have out a certain sum

they are ill. The rule was, that when

required this money they sent me a cer-

signed by a doctor, stating that they

; and, as long as the illness continued,

gy sent to me every week for the money,

h time producing the certificate. We used

‘meet once a fortnight, to pay in money,

; accounts, &¢. At one of thess meetings
1 &aid to a young woman,—

44T see, Esther, you have had money from

his society four weeks.” She said,—

#“Not four, ma'am: only three."

“T looked carefully over my accounts, and
nd that money had really been paid to her
ne for four weeks. After much inquiry

investigation, we found that Esther's
her, a wicked and abandoned woman, had,

r some means, obtained the certificate, pre-
ted it, and had appropriated the money to
own purposes. As soon as this was ascer-
ed, T declared my intention of calling upon
woman and talking to her about it. All
them who knew her tried to dissuade me

this, assuring me that she was such a
ul character that I should hardly be safe
n personal violence. However, as such a
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thing conld not be allowed to pass unnatiosd, I
flalt it was right to go; and, after earnest pra,
to God for & wise and understanding heart,
set out,

“It was with much difficulty I found her
oute She lived in one of those deplorable
places to be met with in all great cities, where
the workers of iniguity seek to hide them-
selves. At last I was directed to a little
room at the back of & very dirty old-iron
shop.  On entering, I saw a very large woman
g in the room, her arms resting on her
hips, her red face and bloodehot eyes telling
her own sad tale. She did not speak, but
stared at me with the bold look of defiance.
1 said,—

“*T think your name is Alios R—?"

“Bhe replied, ‘Tehould like to know what the
likes of you has to do with the likes of me?’

“1 gaid, *You have a daughter, 1 beliove,
named Fsther?'

“+ ] wonder what business that is of your's
she rojoined, with a terribla oath, and clench-
ing her fist,

“1 said, ‘Just now, that 4s business of mine.'
Then, taking & seat, dirty as it was, by way
of assuring her I was not going to be fright-

r

I

,_—_—4
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ened from her presence, I looked steadily at
‘her, and said, quietly, ‘ Alice, if you had trusted
‘me with your money to keep for a certain pur-
, and when you applied to me for it you
bnnd it had been used by others, in ways
‘never intended, what would you say to me?’
¥ “‘Why, say you ought to look sharper after
it, to be sure,’ she replied.

“T then explained What was the object of
my coming to her. She did not attempt to
\deny what she had done, but said it was very
* well “for the likes of me, who never know'd
the want of any thing, to come and preach to
poor folks 'bout honesty.’  But still, though

ke kept up this kind of bravado, I saw that,
‘2 wo talked on, she softened a little, T looked
round the dark, dirty room, and said,—
| “*Alice, this room is very dark, and per-
haps you think what passes in it is little
noticed; but indeed there is a day coming
when every thing that has been done or said,
. or even thought, here, will be brought to light,
and you will have to give an account to God
for it all.!
“8he clasped her hands together, and said,—
. ““Then that will be a dreadfu’ day to me.
‘I waa brung up 'mong enrses and blows; and
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I gives curses and blows. Yom may think it
is quiet enough here now, may-be; but come
by-and-by, and you will see what you n
eaw befora. Why, ma'am, I don't think
more of knocking a man down than T does
of knocking that ‘ers eandlestick off the table;’
and, as she suited *the action to the word,” and
raised her powerful arm, I could well beliove
this to be true, T said,—

“tBut surely yon did not bring up your
child in such a place as this? For I remem-
bered that Esther was gentle and modest,—
the very reverse of her mother.

“¢No, indeed T didn't,” she replied, *When
she was too little to leave me, I kept her out
of tha way as much as I could; and when she
got older, T spent. every penny to pay them for
taking care of her as knew the way to do it;
and now I never lats her come here,—though
1 often goes to see after her.'

“‘But why,’ I said, ‘did you not, for her
sake, try to alter your home? Why did you
not then give up your wicked companions and
bring her up yourself in a way you knew to
be right?'

““Ah!' she replied, ‘you are a lady, and
don't know nothing about such people as me.

= e
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I
T have heard God is powerful, but I know the
devil is; and we wicked people can't get away
from one another as you think we can.” I

)
~ “‘Just now, when you were telling me
about your early life, I was thinking you

. gearcely seemed to have had a chance of
being better than you are; but I see now
that God has not forgotten you. That little
child was sent to awaken the voice of con-
science and love in you; and, if you had only
listened to it, you might have saved yourself
a8 well as your child.”

“As we talked in this way, she wept very
much, but said that it was all now too Jate,—
that God was her enemy, and there was no
mercy for her. I said,—

“¢Alice, you keep this window so dirty
that the light can scarcely enter; and you
- never seem to open it, so that the air of this

| room is almost enough to kill you. But, for
all that, there s bright sunshine and there i
pure air, if you would only let them come in;
and God intended them for you as much as for
me. And in the sathe way you surround your-

self with what is wicked, and must of course
]

w
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produce misery, and then you complain that
God has no mercy upon you!'

“T asked her if she had ever heard of
Jesus, who was s0 sorry for the misery of
such unhappy persons as. herself that he
came into the world on purpose to die for
them and to gave them, She aaid she had;
but she knew he did not mean her, When I
rose to go, she said,—

“'It soems to me that your’s must be the
first kind voice I have ever beard; but I
ahall nevar hear it again,—no, nevar; for you
must not come here,—indeed you mustn't:
this is no place for the likes of you.'

“‘Then why,' I said, ‘do you not deter-
mine to get such & home for yourself as T
could come to? But she shook her head,
and said,—

“‘Ah! youdon't know nothing;" and so we
parted.

“1.dare say the thought will strike yon, as
it did me, when I was afterwards thinking
over what had passed between us, what a won-
derful influence for good this listle child was
intended to hava over the poor mother! It
seemed to awaken in her & better nature than
she had ever kuown before; it was, ns the
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Bible expresses it, her ‘day of visitation ;' and
Aif she had only permitted herself to come en-
tirely under its influence, she might have been
gaved for both time and eternity. In her
‘earnest endeavours to instruct her child in
‘what was true and right, she would have
found it out for herself, and, instead of being
the poor fallen creature I found her, she
might have becomo & useful and valuable
member of society.

“God bas wisely and kindly implanted in
our minds such a feeling towards our children
that we value and strive to obtain what is
- good, more for their sake than for our own,
And we should feel thankful for this; for
awhatever makes us hate sin and love holiness
18 a great blessing,

“If we, my dear friends, truly and faith-
fully do our daty to our children, we shall

we no time for bad company, bad books,
idle gossip, or any other of those many
temptations which ‘ Satan finds for idle hands
. “Tet us be thankful, then, for an honour-
able and useful occupation; and let it cheer
8 in the midst of employment, though some-
times wearisome and painful, to think that by
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exerciging a right and holy influence over our
children we may be preparing them for use-
fulness on earth and an eternity of happiness
hercafter.

“I know that some of you have to ex-
perience great suffering,—that the'toil of your
lives is very hard. I know of nothing that
can tend so much to reconcile you to all this
48 to remember that, whatover your lot may
be, it is of God's appointment, that he has
wiso ends to anawer by it, and in anothor
warld, if not in this, you will know that the
course you have had to fake waa the bost for
you.

“There is much that is dark and myste-
rious in the present state of things: it is use-
less to attempt to explain it away, neither do
I think wa are called upon to do so. The
only state of mind suitable to onr present
condition is entire submission to the will and
appointment of our heavenly Father. Wo
must trist now ; we shall know hereafter.

“When we are tempted by the trials of our
lot to think hard thoughts of Him who has
appointed it, let us remember, ¢ Ho that s;
not his own Son, but delivered him up f
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all, how shall he not with him also freely give
us all things ?'

#T have written this amidst many interrup-
tions; but I know you will believe me when
1 say I have earnestly desired to say some-
thing to comfort and strengthen you for your
daily trials, May God bless you, my dear
friends; may we have many more pleasant
meetings here; and, when the battle of life
i# over, may we all meet in that world where
sin and sorrow can never enter,

“ I am
“Your sincere friend.”

Copy of a Latter written during an absence ¢f some months
in consequence of illness.
* Barw, November 6.

“My pEar FRIENps:—

“1 am truly sorry to be obliged to be ab-
sent from you so long. It has always given
me much pleasure to meet you at our weekly
meetings, and I now miss them very much. I
ghall be indeed thankful when it pleases God
10 restore ma to health and enable me to re-
sume my usual place among you.

“T have thought much and often, during

P
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my long illness, how entively we are depands
ent upon God for every power we possess,
both of mind and body.  We ean work ouly
by his permission. In a moment, if ho scea
fiy, e can withdraw from us all our powers;
and we are perfoctly helpless until it pleasas
him to restore them to us. To those who
really love God and are his children, it is a
delightful thought that he controls every
thing. It is the happiest thing in the world
to know that a-wisdom which cannot err, and
a Tove which cannot fail, are conducting us
through ‘the journey of life, instead of our
own erring judgment. 1 wish we could all
Jeel dus a5 well os know it. It is God's
great gift that he is willing to bestow u]nw
us all, if we constantly and’ earnestly sock it
from him. The' highest earthly statio
all that wealth can purchase, will bung no
happiness compared with having our wills
made onewith God's will. ' If you obtain this,
my dear friends, poor as some of you are, you
might ba objects of envy to sy of the gre b
ones of earth, who are wearied in the g
ness of their way, not having yeb learned the
lesson of submission.

here is much, just now, which makes ns
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fear wo are entoring upon a winter of peculiar
trial and difficulty. The high prices of provi-
- &ions must occasion many of you great anxiety;
“and much care and economy will, I am sure,
ba required to make you at all comfortable,
xoﬂgh all departures from God's law must
'i;aﬁnl]owev] by suffering, it seems that war—
swhich cannot be engaged in withont breaking
most of the commandments of God and set-
ting aside entirely the precepts of love and
 forgiveness of injuries—must be attended with
suffering to any nation that engages in
God, who made the world, knows exactly
y what laws it ought to be governed; and
We cannot seb aside those laws without bring-
ng great sorrow upon oursclves.

“We shall all, I fear, have much to saffer
rom the present war; and T truly grieve that
nch a considerable share of this suffering

t be Lorne by the poor. We must learn

it this great lesson, that it is an evil and

4 bitter thing to depart from God; and lot it
be an inducement to instil more carefully than
ever into the minds of our children principles
love and kindness, teaching them, espe-

, o forgive injuries, as Jesus did, instead
;F‘rewmging them, which he told us not to do.
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Thus, when they grow up ta have their influen
as men and women, and to form a part of ¢
great nation, they may in every way
‘peace on earth, and good will towards me
I trust that Ha who hears the young ra
whan they ory, and feedeth them, will at lhu
try n provide food for you and your
children, For nothing is too hard for the
Lord; and those among you who really love
and trust God may derive the greatest conso-
lation from the beautiful promize, ‘None of
them that trust in me shall be desol

“Iwes umlm5, a little while ago, l.lm ta
young woman who was early in life deprived
by death of her nearest relations, and whoes

Iot was to live with people who ware extremely
unkind—indead, even orucl—to her, Bho was
4 vory amiable person, and unusually pleusing
pearance. A gentleman, in a higher
station of life than her own, was informed of
her history, and, after a short acquaintance,
made ler an offer of mavringe, The pe
with whom she lived, instead of being glad at
the prospect of such an improvement in her

in her

50NA

circumstances, were only the more erated
t ; and, having the power,
d to give her up until she was of o,
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’daavoured to make her more unhappy than
ever. A friend once remarked to her that he
adered how she could bear such treatment,
* she said, ‘I hardly feel it, it is to last so
rt a time! I only think of myself as the

e wife of Mr. —'

“I thought, directly, that this was just the
it in which we should pass through life,
should then be brave of heart, and not

tened at our difficulties. Tt is, indeed,

wonderful thought that the poorest and

ieanest being who toils upon the earth may

heir to a state of happiness and glory too
for description.

“But, though it is plainly our duty to cul-

ivate this spirit of submission and trust in
under all circumstances, yet it is most
ant that we should endeavour so to pro-

e against calamity that, if it comes, we
not have the pain of thinking how much
sufferings have been brought about by our
wn misconduct. God has so ordered thinga

, this world that our suceess or failure will
iys depend much upon ourselves.

“It has been truly remarked that only in

ne relation of life is a choice left tous, You
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band or wife. On this, however, more than
on any other, depends our happiness and the
happiness of those connected with us. You
will perhaps say that in writing to those who
have already made their choice, and whoso
position in this respect is unalterable, it can-
not be of any use to make such remarks. But
I feel (and you will feel with me) that in our
children we live our own lives over again; and
the more we have suffered from any particular
mistake which we may ourselves have made,
the more anxious we should feel to shield those
dear to us from a similar misfortune.

“There are many people at the present time
who are thinking a great deal about the suffer-
ingof the poor, and are trying to find out how
it arises, and how it can in some way be less-
ened. One very general opinion is that much
misery is brought about by early and impru-
dent marriages.

“One great difference between people in
my position of life and in your's is that, gene-
rally speaking, before inourring the expenses
attendant on married life, we wait to reap the
fruits of many years of careful industry, We
frequently defer marringe until both parties
are even between thirty and forty years of
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age, instead of taking this important step
‘without making any provision for the future,
and often before either the one or the other
8 attained the age of twenty,
“A lady once entreated a girl of eighteen
o defer her marriage until she, or her in-
ended husband, had saved sufficient money
o provide u little comfortable furniture for
r room, a8 well as to have a little money
thand to fall back upon in case of necessity,
pointed out to her what sufferings might
fise in many ways if they did not follow her
e. The girl replied,—

" “‘T think, if John and I don’t mind it, no-
body clse need trouble their heads about it.
trouble comes, we shall just have to bear

and it is nothing to anybody else.’
I happen to know the history of this
ily, and all that followed. Work was plen-
al at first, and John carned pretty good
es; but Sarah—for that was her name—
had married before she had learned how to
make the most of money,—as you will suppose
then I tell you that she had to pay for the
ing of her wedding dress, The husband
found the public-honse was more attract-
than his dirty home and miserably-cooked
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meals; and you know, after that happens, how
fast, the money goes. But the saddest part of
all relates to the poor, unoffending, helpless
children, who came one by one into this
wretched dwelling. Their mother was not
badly disposed, and had she spent ten years
longer, before marriage, in learning how to
provida for the wantsof the body and to train
the mind, she might have done better than
many wemen; but, as it was, on the whole
face of the earth the eys could scarcaly alight
on a mora completely wretched spot than this
one room, where, day after day, the father,
mother and children suffered every thing that
can-enfoeble the body and degrade the mind.

“The united effect of cold, bad air, starva-
tion and negleel was to consign seven out of
nine of their children to the grave before they
hind reached their sixth year! The other two
are, 1 believe, still living,—the inmutes of a
poor-housed, —their deformed and - di
bodies proventing the poesibility of thei
ing their own livelihood. As they pass their
suffering days and wearisome nights in that
dreary abode, with nathing to hape so fur a8
this world is concerned, how bitterly could
they protest against their mother's remark
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‘that her imprudent marriage was nothing to
any one else but herselfl The father and
er are long since dead; disease, brought
ely by i , cut short
st lives before they had lived out half the
; usually appointed to man on earth.
- “I feel sure that most of such suffering
might be saved, if mothers would try, from
first, to present this subject in a right
to their children. Much good may be
too, by endeavouring to raise the tastes
young people so that they shall like to sur-
round themselves with what is good and neat
‘and comfortable; for this feeling belongs quite
‘a8 much to your position in life as to mine.
‘The.only difference is as to the degree in which
can be carried out. Believe me, it is any
but & virtue for a young couple to begin
together satisfied with just one room to
live - in, furnished with a bed stuffed with
raw, a table, and a few broken chairs.

‘many years, At last she became engaged to
respectable young carpenter in the neigh-
hood. Out of their joint savings the fur-
niture was provided, and a comfortable room

wn-stairs and one above. When she was
u
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talling me this, I said 1 supposed they wers
now ready to be married. <No, m'am,’ sho
said; ‘not yet. T want to have some nice
curtains to my window, and a plant-stand;
and if T stay here a few more months I cun
get that without touching the one hundred
and fifty dollars T have in the savinge-bank.'
I admired and respected her much for her
good taste and resolution. I'need hardly say
ehe is now an excellent wifs and mother, and
many pieces of farniture have been added to
their little establishment since their wedding-
day,—a bright contrast to those man
in which, when the first difficulty ari
thing after another is taken to the PAWD-S
“There is another way in which some n(
you may do good; and that is, by trying to
shelter and protect young girls more than is
generally done, The character of a poor girl
is quite as valuable as that of agirl in any
other etation of life, and ought to be as care-
fully watched over, By taking care so to ar-
range the work that no errands are left ill
after it is durk, or if, when going out in the
evening cannot be avoided, you dccompany
them yourself, or geta friend to do so, much
mischiief and sorrow would be saved. T am

cases

one
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sure nothing would do more to raise the people
of this country, and bring about a better
state of things, than an improvement in the
manuers of young women.

“If we are ever to have such an improve-
ment as I hope for, it will be obtained chiefly
by the influence of mothers on these young
people; and for their sakes, if not for our own,
we should strive to get a taste for ‘all that is
good and beautiful and true.'

“1In bringing this long letter to a close, you
must allow me to thank you very much for all
the kindness and sympathy you have shown
me during my illness. I continually hear of
your kind inquiries, and they are indeed plea-
sant to me. Thoughts of you have cheered
many solitary hours, and I shall be delighted
to come among you again. I have felt my
absence from you to be one of the greatest
privations which I have had to bear. Ihave
now the bright hope before me of being able
1o take my place among you in about a fort-
night from this time.

“Till then, believe me

“ Your sincere friend,
P
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CHAPTER XIL
OBSTACLES! WHO SHALL REMOVE THEM?

Thare aro who aid, when oven stateemon slaep,
With the soft voica of prager

Eacr year's intimacy with the interesting
people of whom I have written has afforded
fresh information, so that I find myself em-
barrassed with a multitude of facts; and, after
six years' experience, selection from the
cumulation of details is the only difficy
It would be easy to multiply scenes of inte-
rest equal to any a!m\dy described; but, if
enongh have been given to awaken sympa
and sumu]ale to exertion, my object is accom-
plished. A few observations on subjects of
great importance, not prominently brought
forward in any of the preceding narratives,
will be sufficient.

One of the greatest obstacles which mests
those who are striving to improve the homes
of the poor is the construction of their dwell-
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ings. There are whole streeta of houses in
some neighbourhoods, whose appearance gives
you the idea that they were originally de-
signed for a higher class of people; and yet
the builder must have known that the supply
iof such honses was already much beyond the
demand, and that, if let at all, the inmates
must be poor. Nothing, however, adapts them
for this class of inhabitants. Five or six
families may occasionally be found in one such
house, with no more provision for health, com-
fort and decency than ought to be made for
each one.

The houses pmfeuedly muted for the poor
are still more defici
built below the level of the uu'oet so that the
drainage is into them instead of from them.
The basements are, consequently, fearfully
damp, and the whole atmosphere, in every
part of the house, is impregnated with the
unwholesome effluvia.

The material used in buildings are so bad,
and the workmanship so inferior, that the
floors are always loose, and every thing seems
constantly getting out of order. We have
whole streets of small six-roomed houses lot
out entirely to the poor; so that three families

4
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frequently livo in one houss, Thereis no out-
let to the air at the back of these dwellings,
either by door or by window, One long, blank
wallisall that is to be seen. Frequent illness
prevails among the inhabitants of these stroota;
and T can never forget the scenes presented
there during the visitation of the cholera. I
cannot bear to dwell apon them; but, for the
sake of my subject, I must mention one casa,

In & small bedroom, on the top floor of one
of these dwellings, T found, one morning, that
awoman and 4 child hed died in the night;
and another woman in the same room, though
still living, appeared in a dying state. I
shudder when I think of that room. No
pen can describe its horrors. Tt was a close,
hot morning in July. Not a breath of air
was stirring. The window was thrown up at
the bottom; it could not be opened at the
top; and, as there was no draught through the
house to draw the air into the room, very
little relief could be obtained. The dying
woman was the mother of little children; and
I would have given any thing to sav: :
The only possible expedient that aug
If to me was to have some of th
forced out of the back wall. This was done;

bricks
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but all was in vain: the poor mother died,
surviving her hnsband only a few days; and
the little chil either cried in the street,
or were cared for by a neighbour, till they
were taken away to the poor-house,

As T left that street, I could think only of
the words, “It is of the Lord's mercies we
are not consumed.” The contrivances of men
seemed so fraught with destruction that, if
it were not for the interposition of God, the
consequences would be still more disastrous.

I sat down as soon as I reached home, and
wrote a letter to the newspapers, describing
the scenes I had witnessed that morning, call-
ing attention particularly to the construction
of those honses, and then asked, in the bitter-
ness of my heart, if, with all our extensive and
costly parapl lin of gov nothing
could be done to stop this awful waste of com-
fort, health and life. The importance of the
subject abt once commended itself. The nar-
rative not only appeared, but was backed by
every argument and appeal that the editors
could bring to bear upon it. But there it
ended: no steps have been taken to forbid the
construction of such dwellings. Many fathers,
mothers, and children too, have since died in
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those very streets,—only, in these cases, by
lingering fever, instead of by sudden cholera.
Surely the cries of distress must have ascended
again and again, and have “entered into the
cars of the Lord of Sabaoth™!

But there is etill a darker side to this
grievance. The death of the faw is Jess cal-
culated to excite our compassion than the
migerable, lingering existence of tho many.
When I see the little boys and girls playing
before the doors, often with crooked backs or
crooked limbs, with emaciated forms and faces,
if ‘not with etill more unmistakable marks of
disease, T cannot help thinking, “Ave these
boys to be our future working-men, upon
whose sinew and muscle we are to depend for
cultivating our soil, working in our ehaps, eon-
structing our railways, sinking our mines, and
defending our conntry? and are th irls to
be the mothers of the next generation?"

There was mercy, as wall as judgment, in
the panishment, that followed the disobedience
of our first parents. The sentence, “In the
sweat of thy brow shult thou eat bread,” is
not an unmitigated evil. The most active
persons are generally the most cheerful; and
the hard workers are usually happier than
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the deep thinkers, But when the body, which
God intended and adapted for labour, has, by
the habitual violation of the laws of health
during all its first years, become enfeebled
and deranged, and necessity for exertion be-
comes a painful reality, then it may indeed
be looked upon as a curse,—as “the dark cloud
without a silver lining.”

There is a deeper meaning than some sup-
pose in that constant application for “light
places” of which we hear so much. Some
tell us it is all indolence; and thus on the
surface it often appears. But surely there
must be gome cause even for indolence. A
child of good constitution, and whose health
has been judiciously cared for, becomes, as soon
as he is able to manifest his power, almost
inconveniently nctive. The nurse complains
that “he will never bide still;” that she “can’t
get a minute's peace for him;” that “there
is mo end to the mischicf he does.” Now, a
child is not active from principle, nor because
he feels it would be wrong to be indolent. He
has not to be instructed to move, although he
sometimes has to be taught to be still. Act-
ivity is the joy of his life, and would doubt-
Jess continue so, if it were not for the evil in-
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fluences thut are permitted to surround the
body, marving God's beautiful work, and brin
ing down the dishonouring reflection upon the
Creator that man, as he is constituted, is “not
strong enough for his place.”

A friend of mine was changing her resi-
dence a short time ago. She wished to retain
throughout the day the men who were em.
ployed in removing her furniture: she there-
fore provided a dinner for them at her own
house, to prevent the necessity of their re-
turning home. Some meat-pies were warmed
for them, which had been made the previous
day; and this, with the addition of hot pots
toes, made a nice dinner. As the men loft in
the evening, they thanked her for their good
dinner, especially that ‘she had taken the
trouble to have it made hot for them; “for
you see, ma'am,” they added, “there is such
nasty air in the places where we aloep, that
we never care to eat when we get up in the

morning, uor yet much at any other time, cx-
capt it is made tasty, like, for us."

If such is the case, whence is the strangth
for labour to come? The workman's liv
hood depends wpon his ability to work.
may not leave off to rest because he is t
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This is a sad subject; and it reveals to us
the great source of intemperance. Is it any
wonder that, if a man has a few pence in his
pocket, he cannot pass the doors of a public-
house without feeling a strong temptation to
go in and purchase what, though imparting
no strength, enables -him to forget for a time
the miseries of Lis existence?

There are two things which I cannot under-
stand : first, that the government should do
80 little for the people in the way of sanitary
reform; and, second, that the people should so
seldom ask them to do more.

It would be interesting to go through the
legislative reports of a year, and note what
proportion of time the representatives of the
people spend in doing or saying any thing
that has reference to the moral and physical
elovation or general well-being of their con-
stituents. I am quite willing to acknowledge
that my want of appreciation of what is act-
ually done may arise from an inability to com-
prehend the magnitude and importance of
other subjects to the country. But, granting
this, may it not at the same time justly be
said, “These ought ye to have done, and not
to have left the other undons” ?
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I must confess that, up to the presant mo-
ment, I cannot comprehend how any thing can
be more advantageous to the country than the
elevation of its own people. This need not
al the present day, be undertaken hopelessly,
Enough hasalready been accamplished, through
Ragged Schools slone, to show what can be
done. Most of the evils from which our poor
people suffer are, fortunately, removable. They
donotarise from bad climate, unfruitful soil, de-
termined hostility on the part of the governed,
or determined oppression on the part of the
governors,

The way in which the poor usually respond
to efforts made for their relief, the patience
and forbearance they manifest in times of
public calamity, are most encouraging to wit-
ness, and prove that their hearts and hands
are worthy of the assistance which an active
and seusible government could extend to them.
I cannot think of any thing, at the present
time, that would be so helpful to the poor as
suitable, well-adapted houses to live in. The
miserable places which they are now compelled
to call homes have a great deal to do with all
the immorality that is to be found among
them, No one who has taken the trouble to
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investigate the matter can doubt this for a
moment; and as long as there are people in
the world unconscientious enough to erect
such dwellings for the poar as those we have
described, it must surely be a right and proper
thing for the legislature to step in and say,
“We will not stand by and see our people
mentally, morally and physically degraded in
this way: we interpose our authority, and in-
sist that such-and-such modes of construction
can 1o longer be permitted.”

But we must also consider the other side
of the subject,—the indifference of the work-
gl e neoliaitinganc
from their rulers, The fact is, they so seldom
hear that any but purely political matters
claim attention, that they can hardly realize
the possibility of being helped by government
out of any domestic difficulties. Nothing, how-
ever, can justify their vain clamour for what,
if obtained, could in no way benefit them, I
have often told working-men that, so long as
they continue to ask for stones when they
want bread, they must expect only to get
stones.

I once witnessed a very exciting election,
from the windows of a house at Bath. I shall

T 25
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aver forget the sight of that sea of haman
fuces, which extended as far as the eye could
reach. It was a cloudless day in July, The
sun beat piteously down upon their he et
there they stood—this closely-packed mass of
people—through the hottest hours of the day.
A gontleman, who was witnessing it from the
same window, was greatly troubled at the
sight, and exclaimed,—

1 have no patience with them,—broiling
themselves to death under the sun, and sk
ing themselves hoarse, for they don't kn
what, If there were any chance of th
getting any good oub of it, I might respect
them for their powers of endurance.”

“Yes,” T said: “if, for instance, they were
agitating that a Jaw might be passed that all
windows should be made to open at the top
a8 wall as at the bottom[”

“Jus replied my friend, “or that wages
were always to be paid before four o'clock
on Saturday sfternoon.  Yes, I could respect
them for that!"

1 am, however, induced to think, from much
d

whick I have met in my own experience
also from what I have heard through other
observers, that among the better class of work-
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ing-men (a class whose value and importance
to this country cannot be over-estimated) there
is a sincere wish to avail themselves of the
assistance of any helping hand held out to
their relief. They have often confided to me
their troubles, with the simplicity and earnest-
ness of children, and have asked,—

“Do you think you could do any thing for
us? We should be so glad if you could put
us up to some better way of getting on.”

This subject is worthy of every attention
even from those who take no higher ground
than what will pay. How many of the victims
of unhealthy houses are now crowding into our
hospitals, asylums and workhouses, & burden
to their country, living upon its wealth, in-
stead of adding to it by their activity and
skill! Sin and sorrow, in this world, are in-
separable. Neglect and bad management have
made the very class intended by a wise and
kind Creator as the spring of the country’s
greatest wealth, to become a source of great
trouble and expense,

If there is any doubt as to the dufy of
caring more for the poor, we have only to look
at the example of Him who went about doing
good, who, “ when he saw the multitudes, had
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compassion upon them.” 'We cannot, like him,
heal the sick and cleanse the leper; but by
the use of appointed mesns how much heart-
sickness and moral leprosy may be prevented!

If the government of this country would,
in this way, follow the steps of “ another King,
even Jesus,” doing justly, loving mercy, and
walking humbly with God, then might we
look for the fulfilment of the promise, “T will
open you the windowa of heaven, and pour
you out a blessing, that there shail not be
room enough to receive it." And now that
dark clouds are rising around our political
horizon, and many hearts ars failing them for
fear, is it not & time to turn unto God in the
way that he has himself marked out?—“Is
nob this the fast that T have chosen: to loosa
the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy
burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and that
ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy
bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the
poor that are cast out to thy house: when
thou seest the naked, that thow cover him;
and that thou hide not thyself from thine own
flesh? Then shall thy light break forth as
the morning, and thy health shall spring forth
speedily.”
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When we contemplato how great a change
would be wrought in a nation were its rulers
men fearing God and hating covetousness, and,
like Daniel, going many times a day to ask
counsel of the Lord, we seem to see the pen
moving in the hand of the recording angel, as
he writes, “ No weapon that is formed against
thee shall prosper.”

We must return for a moment to our own
more i diate work, In q of the
disadvantage to which we have allnded, we
have not been able to effect all the improve-
ment we could wish in the dwellings of our
poor mothers; but, by the introduction of
cleanliness, order and ventilation, the aspect
of many homes has been much changed. Soon
after wo commenced these meetings, we spent
the greater part of one evening in explaining
the nature and effects of pure air and ventila-
tion, and illustrating the subjeot in varions
ways. The listeners were startled at the facts
brought before them ; and, by their unfeigned
expressions of astonishment, it was evident
that their ideas on the subject, and nature's
intentions, were quite at variance. Several
months afterwards, on entering a house where
two of our poor mothers lived, I was pleased

20
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to observe how clean and well ventilated it
was. On remarking this, one of the women
eaid, “Ah! that was a wonderful e

ning

when you told us all about what air wa could
live upon, and what we couldn't. I
Mrs, Lr

ys to

, 88 we were going home, “Thers,
ave been our windows,
shutting the pizen out;
msmul of which we were shutting of it in.’
I soon got my window made to open at th
top, and it has never been quite shut since;
for we always sleep six in this room. The
neighbours did say, at first, that we ahould
catch our deaths; but they
were 8o much better, that half the peoy
the street open their windows at the top now.”

This same woman came to me a few weeks
ago, and told me that she had lately removed
into another strest, where houses w
apparenily of a better order than those he
had left; but after the first week or
found that, in sequence of a drain-pipe
being out of oxder, they were con
ed to an nnpleas
landlord of it,” she
vhen T y

wo she

sub-

my

Mon

I'll & ||l 4 man h.r. a day or
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two, and have it put to rights;' and that have
been going on now for six weeks, and nobody
has been a-near the place to do any thing yet.
I have two children ill with fever; and wa all
walke of a morning now with that old miser-
able, sick, tired feeling which we used to have
before you told us how to manage better. My
boys said, this morning, ‘ Mother, the work do
seem so hard now, to what it used to.' You
know, ma'am, the work isn't no difference;
but we are all getting pizened with that nasty
smell; and it do seem so hard to me; for I
have never had no illness, to speak of, among
"em all, for the last four years.”

At a very early pericd in our meeting we
introduced a whitewash-brush, This is lent
to any of the mothers who apply for it. Itis
very frequently out: indeed, in the spring of
the year it is seldom at home, As many as
soven or eight of these brushes have been
worn out in the service of the zociety since
its commencement, A thick iron saucepan
is also kept at the house of one of our mis-
sionaries, and lent for the purpose of soup-
making, Each member ia supplied with a
large printed receipt, giving particular diree-
tion for the composition of this soup.




OBSTACLES !

There is one other subject to which T wish
to refer, before laying aside my pen. An ob-
jection has sometimes been raised to the
ilishment of Mothers" Societies, on the
ground that it is wrong to offer these poor
women any inducement to leave the
that accidents ma;

r homes,
y arise from their absence,
that the husband may be dissatisfied

and 80
ing-man
Ho roughly replied,
' What's the use of a woman being alw
home, if she can't do nothing,—no good, v
she is there? Now she does pick up some-
thing at the meeting, and we are all a sight
better off' the rest of the week for her going
there a bit." Another lady, visiting at one
of their houses, nsked the husband how he
liked having to remain at home and take care
ldren while his wife was at the meet-
His reply.was, “T should think, ma
little enough for me to do for all
good my wife gets there, She is alwa
ing home bita of clot

there, besides

forth. A lady once reminded a w

of thesa ¢ tic

ys at

for some of us that
of things to talk

1l that it is not p
spend every hour of
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her life at home. When, unfortunately, she
is obliged to assist in the maintenance of the
family, many hours of absence have to be pro-
vided for; and it is not more difficult to ar-
range for her absence at the mothers' meeting
than anywhere else. Children, from the age
of one to seven, are generally in bed before
seven o'clock; older children are not so likely
to get into mischief; and the baby, if neces-
sary, can be bronght with the mother.
It is not desirable, however, that uniform
d should be indispensable. The ill-
ness of their husbands or children, and many
other things that may arise, ought, of course,
to keep the mothers at home. When they
have come to me to apologize for their ab-
sence, as they frequently do, I have generally
to say, “I should indeed have been sorry to
have seen you here under such circumstances.”
There is surely some want of sympathy in
the hearts of those who continue to urge this
objection. A lady once not only declined sub-
scribing to the society on this plea, but said,
also, it was all owing to the “miserable mo-
thers that the servants of the present day
were so bad; and she would not have any
thing to do with such a set.”
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Those who can dismi
pleasure, to the nursery
ot the sufferings of others dif-
n down

their childven, at
or the school-room,
w ot to fory
forently situal
by one constant and unmitigated pressure. T
have thought that one principal reason why
the poor mother often fails so much in her
dutiea is that there are no pauses in her
work, The physical suffering and the weari-
ness of spirit indu s constant toil
much to do with that fretfulness of tem-
often ms the homes of poor
wretched indeed. A cord strained
tightly and too long will suap at & touch
that would otherwise have produced the sweet
The wore sympathy which
ar at these meet

d, whose lives are we

est mus
meet the
wonnded spirit. The thought i
that, painful and irksome as the wor y
ppointment, and that

often be, it iz of God’s
to do i m and with & view to his glory
at once eénnobles and sanctifies it.

hose heart had b
newed by divine grace, once said to me
! t

for

A poor w

used ot mi

nk I was the p
thing in the world,
my childrea; but now God has showed me

ways alavin
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my work so different, that I wouldn't change
with the parson.”

The following letter, which I received from
one of our poor mothers, will prove the truth
of these observafions better than any thing T
can add:—

*Porrenizs, January 7.

“DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIEND:—

“It was very much my wish to have spoken
a few words on Thursday evening, but was
unable to do so: therefore, to pacify my con-
science, I write to you, stating a few of the
advantages T have received since I became a
member of your society,

““lst. That of sympathy. If I have been in
trouble and difficulty, you have ever lent a
willing ear to my tale of sorrow, and led me
to cast my care on Him who has promised to
care for me.

“2d. That of training my children in the
best way. Boing obliged to work very hard
for them, I have found little time to spare for
teaching them; and, being reminded by you
5o often that a mother's voice, a mother's look,
a mother's actions, are all noticed by children,
T must say it has often influenced me to bear
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with " patienca much that I should not have
done, and offer a silent prayer for their wel-
fare, and been more happy myself in thus act-
ing.

“3d. We enjoy rest. Often with hurried
step we hasten there, and the first sound that
salutes onr ear is the calm voice of prayer,
which seems at once to hush the mind to
peace, and
grace, where wo find relief and comfort.

“ Again, there are the texts of Scripture,
which often prove a word in season. Some-
times we have been very tired, by reason of
the way; difficulties have beset our path, and
every hour of the day has been full of car
and perhaps we hear those kind words, ‘Come
all ye that labour and are heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest. ‘Cast-thy
burden on the Lord, and he will sustain thee."
“Call upon me in the day of trouble, and I
will deliver the We thus leave the place
of meeting relieved from much that would dis-
tress us. I have thus written a few of the
advantages derived from attending the Mo-
thera' Meeting.

“Praying that a b

rry our sorrows to a throne of

unto me,

ing may rest on you,
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and hoping you will never grow weary in this
work of faith and labour of love,
““Believe me to remain
“Your’s, most respectfully,
“

"

Dr. Chalmers used to say that most of us
think too much of our abilities and too little
of our influence. The force of example is
always great, even though the exemplar be a
fool. A man of the narrowest intellect will
accomplish more by personal conduct than
the large-brained man will effect by mere
verbal precept. It is true not only that

“* A pessant may believe as much as & great clerk,”

but that he may do as much. Not only to
hope and to faith are the “not many wise"
called, but to charity also. We have seen in
the preceding pages that our Great Master
has made use of the humblest servants to
achieve that which the professional philan-
thropist, with all his busy schemes, had not
been able to compass, Therefors to the wise,
who may chance to look into this volume, I
would say, “Be not over-confident of success
in undertaking the work of which I have
28
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spoken, To charity, the heart is a far more
necessary and vital organ than the brain.
What yon do will have twenty-fold the force
of what you say. And, in order to do rightly,
you must be content to learn of those whom
you could teach every thing but this one
thing.” Those who are conscious of much
intellectual weakness T would encourage by
the narratives of what has been wrought by
instruments of an even less keen temper than
they.

But T would not be understood to slight
the literature of philanthropy. Facts and
figures, statistics compiled with much toil
and dificulty, are the foundation-stones of
all legislative social reforms. They are indis-
pensable in all cases where we wish the gov-
ernment of a country to interpose.

Next, I would observe that we should “pa-
tiontly wait” for rvesults. There is a grand
Eostern proverb which says, Hurry is of
the devil; but slow advancing comes from

God.” Hurry is not progress; sure progress
is generally slow. It may not be given to
us, who sow the seed, to gather in the har-
vest., But, if our faith is strong, we shall
believe that hereafter it will be our great re-
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ward to join the glad song of the heavenly
reapers, as they lay the bounteous sheaves at
the feet of the Lord of the harvest,

Finally, there is one thing that is in the
power of all of us. However difficult it is to
do our Father's will on earth as it is done in
heaven, we can at least pray that His Jking-
dom may speedily come; each may pray for
those who are in “trouble, sorrow, need, sick-
nees, or any other adversity."

*Mor things are wrought by prayer
Than this world dreams of. % *  #
-

- » » = *
For 3o the whole round earth is every way
Bound by gold chains about the feet of God."
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