


•• I \\ 1SII i WAS POOR. 

nil . I .HD m TRE 1 

nmuanra IIV TIH: 
AMI.UK W . II iKl'V. 

.v.-int ».r. m i vo»c 





1 WISH I WAS POOR." 

T.r, v . - W I S H . 

"On dear, I wish I was 
Utile Lucy Lee and iho tarned hot head 
BW»y from Iho w i n d " " . ami pi 

two round peurlj tear-drops I i trader 
the almcsl transparent lids that veiled 
h e r M • • 

• '̂' -. I (in wish I WHS poor; then 
i I Sans would talk I e aboul dying; 
ilnv always do talk in i«»ir people. 
There's Mrs. Ellingwood ami Mr.-. Nor-
inn. mill 1 don't know how many oiore. 

- :.-, .1 in saj they iliil talk 
-ii kindly when liny come i*> • 

luil when they i here, they HI and 
dial wiiii mamma about every Lhingelso, 
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and "iil.v jn-r 
. . • i 

tl with [in- pain gnawing ;it 
my heart nil the time, '"• dear, I 

• ily knew," and Mil' j r child 
QploWoglr. " Mam­

ma is vriy good, I know," she continued: 
hours in my 

room, and she has given up ever so many 
parties since I have been nick j but I am 
afraid—" Luoj did not data oxpn 

thai her mother was DOI B ( 

M'II lo her own self; and tuniiuK 
her litre rasotately towards the window, 

way tboughh] 
that wers almost overwhelming; bol she 
conld not help saying again, " I wish I 
was i-xtf." 

Tii. room in which Locy sat, bolstered 
up in D luxurious easy-chair, was fur­
nished with eveo comfort and luxury 
that wealth and affection conld gather 

wi-.li
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ground the gentle littlo invalid. Tlin 
window looked "in u|>on a beautiful gar4 

den. where Lnoj had often played. Bar 
off in t! -v (in- placid waters 

Ofa lake; and still beyond, the 
crowned bills Beemed to reach np to the 
clouds. 

• i wish I was i r." came again from 
(lie quivering lij"*. Poor! Memory 

• .>i" t h a t .] -. 

mal, ill-lighted garret! with Its 
fiiniiniri'. and insufficient fuel aw 
•hero lut!'- Jessie Stevens, tbo i r 
washerw an's daughter, bad -i 
main It'ii: months of suffering, and from 

I
which she bad bnl lately goal to the 
Pbettcr hud:" and Looy looked around 
on ih'' furniture "f her own ro What 
u itrast! 

" li would lii' very hard to live ss Jes-
•'r .li'l I know," -h" said] n hot then 
they woold talk i" i f Jesns, ami toll 
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me bow to be ^ Christian; and would n't 
thai i»> better than all these nice things! 
l most leave these soon and 'Mi. what 
will become "i n i cold shudder 
ran over li<-r feeble Frame, and Bh< • 
nor eyes tightly, ns if in .-hut out ihe 
dreary mental vision. 

Al'NT LAWBESOi. 

Presently the <l<"pi* "i" ""I softly, and 
goo<| nurse Elshdr qnietly entered. 

" I have 'A I news for yoo, Miss 
I,ii>\.' .-lit said in cheery tones, "'your 
Auui Lawn i. 
to-day." 

' (iii dear, I am soi ry," said the child 
irapolsivoly. 

•• Sorrj : why I tl i ronld be 
..HI sister, you 

know, and .-" rich loo." 
"« i -

lad Bnl she ifl • stranger, ami 
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I am BO tired of seeing rich people,*1 re­
plied I.i:<• \ « nli ;i sigh. 

" Well, you are t! I child I 
• cclaimcri tin* good woman. 

• V per mine! i b< er up; you «ill reel 
better when I gel you Bxed up in this 
new di fa n'l ii a beau-

For n moment Luc ghtcned 
wiih pleasure; sin- admired all beautiful 
things in nature and art, and the sofl 
tints of the robe »:iii lis liny leaves and 
bnds, made it a Ihing of beauty, which 

r weary cyca t<- rest upon. 
B ber grief only for a mo­

ment Soon IIM- thought returned that, 
though she could not have such :i dresa 
if Bhe was1 poor, yel she might be a 
Christian, which was fur better. 

Scarce]}' was UIC,J dressed when the 
came in. He expressed a tender 

sympathy for lii> little patient, ta![.r<l 
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., ip edy return (-• I 
and told her several little incidents which 
had oo nrred in the out-of-door world; 
but DO! one word of Jesus' infinite love 
and alt-healing power, though himself a 

• liple of the dear Saviour. 

And .-«> the day passed on. Mamma 
came En often, bul could not stay long, 
Ainii Lawrence wonM lie !i 
Het rather bad - • in the morn-

.. Lucy had slept; bul she only 
saw liim iu ill- ' . or he w 

businesa she waa up. Three. 
healthy little brothers came BB usual "to 
kiss goo. 1 -1 iv. before they wont to 
tmi nurse said 'they were too noisy to 
stay a minute, they would eras 
f*o they were banished, in spite of |»-i 
Willi. - and promises to be 

g<»H I. 

In the evening :> glad busl 
I the arr ival of Aunt Lav 
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"Tiny told mi' 1 must not come and 
i to-night, tiin I wonted just one 

I - aid n gentle voice by her bedside •. 
and Lucy opened bor ••} 

Ainu Lawrence bend i 
her. "Tin- Lord bless thee end keep 
thee/ my dear liltie niecoj" and a soli 
baud was laid caressingly upon lier fore­
head, sweet lips inti hers and before the 
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child lia*I recovered from hor glad sur­
prise All'it I.:. 

" ' T h e Lor i b H thee and keep 
why, that was just like ;i prayer for rac," 

• Lucy. " I do believe A.tn 
v .11 tell rue all i 

im her nieee, Ob, I 
do hope she will talk to mi'.' Willi this 

• 

"The Lord fa 
Lncj soon foU asleep. 

TIHL in xl morning Lucy awoke quite 
b i. and 6er Ural thoughts 

Aunt Lawrence: I wonder if she «ill 
i arly, and if Bhe will sag any thing 

to me abdbl religion without my asking. 
I .'.mill never -i" Ural, I am ran 
Ibe anxious child. 

A 1 U 

Did Iter aunt think how hard ll 
i; in wait) lhaJ she cs a • 
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for she 'lit! conn-, work-basket in band, 
only a liltlo while niter breakfast, telling 
nurse thai " Mrs. U •• wanted help tor 
iiii ho«r or two, and she would all with 

Mi-. Lawrence Boated herself by the 
window near Lucy's chair, and looked 
ont upon "In.' garden, where th< 
and shrubs wen- just potting Forth their 
young leaves, for it was early spring­
time. She admired the beautiful -
beyond, and talked familiarly of her own 
home ami it- surroundings, till 1.1 
got that she was listening t<< o. ati 
and chatted away quito cheerfully. 

"Did you rest well last night?" asked 
Mrs. Lawrence, who had noticed tin- half-
Buppressed sigh, and occasional drooping 
of Lucj ti ing the first part of 

their conv< rsation. 
51 - aunty, much better than usual." 

replied Lucy with a grateful smile 
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" Wc can both -.n in ii" 
ilmist, ' I laid me down and slop!: 

I awaked, for tli-- Lord sustained mo.' 
isn't ii pleasant «• think that God watch-

n- all night, as well as during 
the daj Lawrence. 

"I think il must bo, to good people; 
inii it d . as if i rod c u 

n •• ' I- plied Lucy in a d< 
HILT tone; "at Ii asl [I never did till lust 

stily. 
•'What made you think last night that 

He ear I Mrs. Law-
• 

" Why, I thought perhaps God would 
your prayer for mej yel I sup-
ii eonid not be, it was so 

replied Lacy. 
soon ! Where is your Bib] 

I id out bow long It 
expect an au> 

swer to oar prt 
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"lr is in tho bookcase there, iiunly. 
I wish 1 ooold gel ii for you, bnl ii don't 

ii I ii.mM evi i- milk across tho 
room again." and thi . •! sank 

y apon her band. 
Mrs. Lawrence was deeply pained; II 

was not common for a child of twelve 
yean to and she resolved to 
look Into the depths of th ii little heart. 
Going u> ihr i kcaae, she took onl an 
• legantly i id, bnl seldom read Bible. 
"This is a beantifal l k," -li­
ed : • and above all, ii is the very beat 
book in the world. Do n't yon think 
so?" 

•• Ii was papa's gifl on my last birth­
day; bnl I don'l know much abonl iis 
contents, aunty," Baid Lacy. • I 
in P . Irv I" read a little in it; lull it 
always makes me feel so bad, that I s,»<m 
put it away." 

"Why docs it make you feel bad 
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naked Mrs. Lawrence, still tnrnii 
the leaves of the Bible, and sp 

i;ily, ilmt she might not 
ill-- sensitive child. 

ehofl i ..' 
in it about <; sure «iili tlia 

: and I koofl I am n ic : 
never shall bo good, and il 
nit? feel more diseoi cad Lha 
Bible. Bui i people 
would i many prora-

"Don'l yon think tain 
Baid Mrs. Lawrence, and Bhe 

read iho passage, "There is none (bat 
One." 

"What does it mean, auntj ':" asked 
Lnoy. 

" ii means thai all (ho people in the 
world arc sinners; the re 
think many n iy, nnd 

pent ami be forgiven tor ' 
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T! whom yon call good peo­
ple, are only those who have given (hern­

ia io lei him savo them. 
I!i* lias forgiven all their .-ins; and they 
try io keep his commandments, because 
they love him and believe bis j>: 
nol i •• cause they are g 1 in themselves," 

" Oh, hero I was look­
ing for," continued Mrs. Lawrou< 
i- in Isaiah, Gftv-fifUi chapter and twenty-
tonrthverse: ' Andii shall ww u* pa--. 
ilia: befor I!I••; call I will answer, and 
while thej arc yi i speaking I wil 
There was time then toanswormy prayer, 
was there nol 

VI - aunty: i.- n't it wonderful 
claimed Luq. 

" li is indeed wonderful thai ii<*l will 
inswer onr prayers al all," replied Mr.-
LAwrunce, "I will pot your marker in 
here al the ninth chapter of Daniel, and 

lone you may 
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read whal lb to the prophet 
mi this subject, beginning At tho twen­
tieth w . -

lea yoa prey 'i" 
God will answer your prayer?" asked 

\ i -. f< i < !hi • M r e ­

p l y . 
•• Will an] one go to heaven «,;; 

i . , i i . 

So, my child 
en who does not i< 
Ghrial; and all who love him wll 

ire in telling him all their sorrows 
and Bins, and asking him for the 
inga thej need. My dear child, do^'on 
love J< Lawrence, lay­
ing her band on the child s head • 

" l don't know how W lore him, aun­
ty; do tell in'-. Oh, how moon l have 

• :.ilk to me anj 
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mi' how I" 1"' a Christian. Will ymi. 

aunty? Will ft trouble yon loo much?'' 
mill Lucy l<*aiH'<l her head "ii her aunt's 

;• r ;ilt»l WCpt, 

Mis. Lawrence sootbed ii soiled lit-
tie weeper with low-murmured words, 
ami when she was calm, told her the 

fopy «f .II-MIS' li'Vr for -iuiHT". as 

she bad often i<»l<! i( to her own chil­
dren. 

" Vi»n have heard all flii-- befort 
Mrs. Lawrence, when she had talked as 
long as she toonghl advisable; "yon arc 
a Sabbath scholar wheq yon are well, 
arc you nol T* 

"Oh, yes;" was tl"- reply, ' and I 
have often beard about the Saviour, but 

» I did nol care fur it then; and aoa I 
cannot remember any thing, it all seems 
so confused." 

•• u v a ill have many a loop talk about 
tliî  precious Friend, 1 hope," said Mrs. 

i 
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I : to prey 
i" him: ii'll liiin all your hear! j he loves 
yon, and will rarely answer youi 
little prayers ; and I will praj for yoa 

I t ' l l ." 
1 Oh, i wist) | could hear j 

the impulsive child. 
Mi . ill.- door and 

mo by Lucy's 
chair, and taking ill" llttlo wasted hand 
within her own, ihe ofli red Dp ;i fervent 

petition for ' tub] d< or one for 
whom Cbrial died." 

When she rose from her kne 
ace busied he 

im-iii- jn Biruni i-baskcl; then 

said quietly, 'I must leave you now, my 
and ii' 1 and (hat iiii- visit boa not 

i much, I will come often ;" 

\ in-' \.\ir\ R kiss, •• 
1 villi quiverin ithdrcw 

ii» her o 3 el re-

file:///./ir/
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joicfng at the evident present f ths 
Holy Spirit in iii.it young heart. 

" P D T T I N O OS A I R S . " 

By -,i sort of tacil understanding, Mi-~. 
Lawrence spent most of her mornings in 
Lucy's room, while nurse busied herself 
in other porta of the bouse. And what­
ever bad been the of the 
afternoon and evening, Mrs. Lawrence 
always found time to i-teal into Lucy's 

retiring, offer ;i prayer by 

i [side, and give ner a g l-ntght 
kiss. These interviews wore very pre* 
cions to imtii aunt and niece; and Uy the 
Divine blessing upon Mrs. Lawrence's 
Jul; •< ii- tflbrts, I.u v soon found peace 
in bcUei herSavi or from 

sin Mini eternal death. This rest of the 
Soul produced ;i corresponding effect upon 
the fragile, excitable physical nature. 
There was soon o perceptible improve-

iii.it


SO lOB." 

meut in the child's health, and sli • »cu 
• . the future. 

"Oli, aunty, I never will wish 
poor a • ; incy one day while 

HI do so much 
-money, and mamma 

will !*_• i in>' give away mj old 6 
loo. I am Bare, [will • many 
poor children into the Sdbbatii-i 
aii>l pcrbapa some of Ihera will b 
i US: Oh, hefl glad I 
and she clapped ber hands for joy. 

" Wliut will you do ;n your 

own w:ilk> ol || 

they :ili ('In- i.- asked M M 

Lucy's animated face immediately put 
iber, almost - \k. "I 

don't know ::- 1 shall dare i" - • • 
t h i n g to it! t h i n k I a m 
1 putting on a) »lf op 
:i- better than 
WBV n o " , i i m i i v . " 
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" Bo your Aunt Lawrence was put-
ling "ii airs.' when she tried La bring lo 

I Shepherd :i little lamb who bad 
often before boon told the way," Baid 
Mi>. Lawrence, smiling. 

"Oh, no, no, dear aunty: bat I am 
only a little girt, you know." 

" yes, I know, and yon have only a 
do. Let tlii-1» • your 

motto: '1 can do nil things through Christ 
which strengthened mo' ;ill things 
which arc required <>r you. Nothing 
will be required which is beyond your 
strength or capacity." 

" But, aunt; i isy t.. talk t<> 
rich people about n - t<* the 

•v'!" asked Lucy. ' N" one, ex­
cept you, dear aunty, has ever tnlko<l to 
mc about Jesus since my Sabbath-school 
teacher went away. The *.. i 
have often culled here who used to talk 
abonl I hrisl t" poor Jessie Stevens, bul 
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they IM \ i i - word i" in** ;i'i"iii my 
sou). Before yon came, I 

; and Ob bow often 
• 

though! they would tall! i" me then, nod 
idan. I ' I"ni 

.-.• :i little money should ma 
ice cither; fop "•• musi all, rich 

and poor, b i sav< I in the 
mast n ; 

"Yes certainly," replied Jfre. Law-

"Then I <l" n't -'••• who! does m ike the 
I :IUI sure I no 

much ;i- any poor child. I know there 
i- <>iily "Hi- way, and thai all mj 

ly as 1; yel I 
if I would rather talk with ail the b 

and try to 1 **;** 1 them 
t.» Jesus, than f'> say a •>•• 
my own companions though I • 
much want them i" '»• Christians. Why 
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i- :i aunty? Is il easy for you to talk 
with c\ • 

"Oh DO, my dear; sometimes il is vorj 
hardj bul there are many things which 

duty, thai arc not easy to do. 
I .id no) think money is the onlj 
cle in the way of onr talking with our 
equals, and perhaps U ia not one at all," 
contii i Sirs. Lawrence. ' Wo all de­
sire iti'- good opinion of our fcllow-be-

• ! tor thia reason «<• feat to speak 
of -ii sua and lii> salvation to our asso­
ciates and <-<|u;iIs in life, test they should 
fool thai we cousidcr ourselves better 
than they. We are afraid of being ac-

putting on airs. ' Wo ran talk 

with those below us in years or station 
than with our equals. But Chris­

tiana should be wilUn y duty, 
i -;. . and if we really 

Q person's salvation, we ought to 
have the moral courage to Baj so.1 
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ISl WO . i l w a v s -:iv it, If W6 feci it. 

aunty!" 
' N o , UOl ; i l w : i \ - : WO i i i u - l i i J 

i- We should be ' 
pents, and harmless as doves.' Some­
times barm Is done by talking 'the Ian* 

1 nan ' :ii improper limes and 
though Christians are much more 

;ijti to err "ii the other side; th< 

keep -il'-iii when it would be far 
better i" speak. I presume the ladies 
win. have visited you during Ihi 
ness, hesitated about speaking lo you ou 

«'<ir parents, 
' Ihristians, might nol ap* 

Hut if they bad been determined 
I.I do their duty, they might have asked 
your i i ' talk with 

it obstacle which pi i 
Christians from doing their whole doty, 
i- the lack of OHKISTI IS DOI 
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" A1111 f \ ; said Lucy one day, " there 
is our verse in the Bible which trouble* 

d !.;i - for ;i long Ume; will you 
please tell me what it mcai -

•'Vi>u haven't i«>l'l me yel whal the 
verse if ' said Mrs, Lawrence smiting. 

"Ob, I forgot; ili«' Bible says, li is 
easier tot a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle, than for a ii<'li man i«» enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.' Eton then 
can any rich people be Bav< d t li do< -
Beeni oa if I >li<pu!tl bo :t grcal deal more 
certain that I and nil our uunih would 
go to heaven, ii ffo were pooft Do you 
think it would make any difierei 

\ re all p ' asked 
Mrs. La« 

Lucy thought a i nent; her mind had 
been so accustomed i«» dwell on the vir­

tue few pious persons v.. 
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bod known Q ng the j r, thai hot 
lation had clothed ;ill with every 

Christian grace and it required :i HtUe 
• 

I'.nt when memory • 11. i bring np 
[ten multitude 

prised. 
ti ;y." Bhe ex­

claimed; "now I tliink of i| [ ran iv-
i.y. Why, :iimiy. I 

have heard liti 
and I have H D and even 
women reel along the street*. It 
[•i in" I could not live among inch peo­
ple. Strange I never though! of them 

i - :.. .1 to b • 

• And are all rich people wicked 
• - i | | ; l y . 

N ' a u i i l y QO! a l l . ' ' r e p l i e d I . i l ' - y : 

;-ry good indeed; bnt it 
[fa ii to be jood, or 

aid that I 
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wonder if Ihore i- any safe place: poor 
people who arc good can'l live where 

ase: they are often obliged to 
live among very bad people, a 
Stevens did. Then they are in danger 

• iple cau 

i ize into tho kingdom of heav­
en. I d< e can be 

"Tin- discip ked Jesus Ilia 
question, ' Who then can be ved 

With men ii is impossible, 
but uiili God all things are 11 
All tho world, rich and p •, if 
all, IIUI-I be sai rd bj grace. None have 

imraend them toG 
fur the natural heart i- the same evi rj -
where. The poor have their temptations 
as well as the rich. The discomforts ol 

extreme poverty tempi i pie i • 
of i led and of 

their follow-lx 
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no one i welfare. V 
I. my dear child, cannot realize wbai ii 

i el ooustanl core and anxiety for 
n iv bread; t<> (oil incessantly r»>r 

fo "I and slii Iter with no li"i"" of ;» 
• r earthly future, I often think of 

the beautiful words of Miss London: 
M ,F0w bnl i!m too [oo r ; 

••• t i n r d 

• 

Thoj know a I "»<••!, 

S b Mth, 
• 

" Ii was no light cross that the dear 
Jeans toofc n| himself, when he 11 

ind bore tin sufferings of the desti­
tute, thus becoming n sympathizing 
ionr t't those who are in •_ 
Very few areas poor as was the 'Man 
Of sorrows ' who bad not where to lay 
bis head.' When the mesa > 
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comes i" the suffering poor by BOHM of 
Clod's children, aided by the Holy Spirit, 
ii must bo easier for such to a© 
salvation, and rejoice in li"i><' of an eter­
nal inheritance in heaven, than it is for 

earthly cup is so full of 
blessings thai the mind does ool feci the 

lighei 
"Why. aunty, is i' because the rich 

do not feel the need of religion, thai it 
is -i» hard fur tliciii to li'T'tni'' t.'hris-
I asked Lucy. 

"Thai is one great reason," was the 
reply. "Jesus i- jusl as willing and 
ready to save the rich as the poor; bal 
the minds of wealthy men and women 
are HO taken up with the things of this 
world, that the] neglect th< greater good. 
And their children often have greater 
temptations than the children of the poor.' 

• V<tn are rich, are yon not aunt} '." 
aski <i fjucj hi 
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Mrs, Lawrence smiled, and • 
• ['..r i<BAonfl which wo do not know, 
Gad bos made yonr ancle and M nl 
:nt|s of :i large inheritance, for every 

• trhieo we no i lei ac-
connt." 

sooant: I never thought •>( 
that," -;ii<l Lucy with 

" I preen an not I nsed 
i »tiii my own prop­

erty,n remarked Mrs, Cawrcncei "and I 
know too well, bow wealth allures the 
hear! away from God and fills it with 
pride 
my own pass gsionn thai I 

The honors i 
world moke us forget that w< 
and cai I from i Eernal 
by Christ: thai we arc not our oa i 

property In oar possession our 
own, but h are all 
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: ; t y , if yOU fe l t 8 0 bOW <: 

ei i r become a ' 'hriatian?" 
• (fad senl upon me aa he ba 

you, a long sickness: be 
to take time to think ; and when my bom-
bled heart sought him, I trusl thai for 
Jesus1 sake he freely forgave :tll ms for­
mer pride and Ingratitude Waa be not 

- afflict me 

I to afflict me too 
said Lucy with tears in her 

" Always remember this, my child,' 
remark d Mrs. Lawrence "Wealth, 

. ojoyed and rightly used ia d 
groat bl' wing to its p< s» ssor and to the 
world. 'I'll-- poor cannot be relieved, be-
uevolonl institutions of different kinda 

.. ied on, even lb i 
eannol \«- preached in our own and for* 
cign lands, without money. So you aee 
if God keeps the heart from loving it, 

worth, h »as 
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li'h's thai Jesus condemned 

be »• 

wealth, because ho knew ii"»' prone the 
heart is i<> becomi I to the things 
<<{ iliis world. Bui Iii- grace b raffl 
and those wli.nn God honors with (he 

• iliii, o| I,:- |..,--,-.-i"ii- ought to 

.11 lii* work.'' 
"Oh iiiiiiiv. I am glad I did I 

mi wicked wish," exclaimed Lucy. " I 
uiil try in future in Improve nil mj 

- and !»•' thankfal foi 
"Thai Is right, my dear," replied her 

• n o t "God knows what is best for us, 
nod he places oa all, rich and poor, in the 
very best cfrcuntstai pirftoal 

pmeol li is onr dutj and 

• honor him b 
obedient live and 

• What Ihou 
jcnowcsl DOI now, thon shall know 
after.1 

wli.nn



