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af l . i* and 1<> *» wnlo all m,n aa M wnubl ihny ahoald do 
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Advise on these questions: he only presented them. The 
people should think and act opon them. If there are but 
fow more stave States, it is not because of abolitionism, or the 
Witraot Proviso, bnt pimply for the want of people to settle 
tliem. We can not make States without people; rivere and 
mountains do not make them\ and slave Stales can not be 
made without Africans." 

This language was addressed to the gentlemen 
and ladies of the city, and is said to have been re
ceived with great applause. 

At Fort Valley, Qa^ there is published a newspa
per, called "The Nineteenth Century," which "holds 
the following language in regard to the alavo trade: 

** Necessity will demand it *t no distant day, and we also 
believe that the necessity will bring about the object of it
self, without much noise or confusion on the part of the 
southern people." 

So it seems that the flood gates of this stream of 
moral and physical death are to bo opeued quietly, 
without much disturbance of the public conscience, 
a few slight tremors, perhaps, and without much 
"noise" from that unfortunato class whose nerves 
aro affected by the horrors of the middle passage. 
Perhaps the soothing influences of the "Nineteenth 
Century " will aid in this matter, and the introduc
tion of modern improvements may render the Afri
can more submissivo to his fate. 

There is still another argument for the revival of 
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the slave trade alluded to by tho " Southern Confed
eracy," published at Atlanta, Ga. 

That paper declares, that "The African slave 
trade is the hope and bulwark of southern interests. 
I t is the basis underlying the future greatness and 
permanency of tho slave States. Without its estab
lishment, the institution (slavery) will soon become 
useless." 

W e have said that thoro was a vital connection 
between American slavery and the African slave 
trade, and here we have one of the proofs. W e seo 
the direct result of tho doctrine which has been so 
strenuously maintained, that the institution should 
not be meddled with where it was established. As 
well might we be told, JTou mast not touch the roots 
of the tree, but if the branches should spread too 
widely, or the fruits becorao too bitter, these points 
maybe carefully and judiciously considered! The 
principle laid down in Matthew iii. 10, is: "And 
now also tho axe is laid unto the root of tho trees; 
therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good 
fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire." 

The word "piracy" greatly troubles tho friends 
of the slave trade. In May, 1859, at a meeting held 
in Parker County, Texas, it was 

" Resolved, That we demur to any law of Coogrees mak
ing the foreign glare trade piracy, a* a usurpation of power 
not warranted by (he Constitution of the United States, and 
ought to be repealed.'* 
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"W"o c o m e n o w t o a d o c u m e n t t ha t deserves o u r 
careful a t t en t ion . I n May, t h e Savannah Repub l i 
can publ ished a n ind ignant p ro tes t of t h e g rand j u r y 
which recen t ly indioted par t ies suspected of be ing 
engaged i n t h e slave t r ade . T h e j u r y m e n , be ing 
under o a t h t o find a bil l according t o law, s t a t e t h a t 
t h e y d i d so against their will. T h e p r o t e s t con
c ludes tli u a; 

* Heretofore, the peoplo of the Sonth, firm in their con
sciousness of right and strength, have failed to place the 
stamp of condemnation npon such laws as reflect .upon the 
institution of slavery, but hare permitted, unrebuked, the 
influence of foreign opinion to prevail in their support. 

» Longer to yield to a sickly sentiment of pretended phi
lanthropy, and diseased mental observation of * higher law' 
tanatics, the tendency of which is to debate us in the estima
tion of civilized natioos, is weak and unwise. Tfaoy then un
hesitatingly advocate the repeal of all laws which directly or 
indirectly condemn the institution, and think it the duty of 
the southern people to require their legislators to unite their 
efforts for the accomplishment of this object" (Signed) 

CnABLZs G R A K T , BKNKDIOT BOUBOKIN, 

1F. S. B Y R D , M. IX, J K O . J- JACKSON, 

S, P A U I K R , G E O . W. G A R M T . 

Thi s ia cer ta inly a ve ry remarkable p roduc t ion . 
T h a t i t represents an extensive southern opinion, w e 
will n o t bel ieve w i thou t far ther evidence. I t s 
a u t h o r s a r e a lone responsible for i t . 

"We k n o w t b a t such sen t imen t s a re rece ived wi th 
d i sgus t b y thousands a t t h e S o u t h . M a n y dis t in-



9 6 T H E AFRICAN SLAVS TRADB. 

goished men have already spoken out againBt the 
slavo trade. Let such men be multiplied and sus
tained, and the South may be saved from self-
destruction, and the nation from the guilt of that 
gigantic crime into which many are so madly 
plunging. 

We rejoico that our northern State legislatures 
are waking up to the magnitude of this eviL 

The following resolution against this traffic was 
passed AprU 12,1859, by the New York State As
sembly, by a vote of 101 to 6 : , 

11 Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That the citizens of 
that State look with surprise and detestation upon'the vir
tual opening of the slave trade within the Federal Union: 
that against this invasion of our laws, of our feeliugs^jwid of 
the dictates of Christianity, we solemnly protest: that we call 
upon the citizens of tho Union to make cause in tbe name 
of religion and humanity, and as friends of tho principles 
underlying our system of government, to unite in I bringing 
to immediate arrest and punishment all persons engaged in 
the unlawful and wicked trade, and hereby instruct our sen
ators and representatives in Congress to exert all lawful 
power for the immediate tuppressioQ of this infamous traffic. 

" Resolved, Thftt the Executive of this State be required 
to transmit a copy of this resolution to the legislatures of tho 
several States of this UnioD, and earnestly request their 
cooperation in arresting this great wickedness." 

"Would t ha t eve ry legislature t ha t professes t o 
love l iberty, would follow t h e noble e x a m p l e se t b y 
t h e E m p i r e S t a t e 1 W o u l d t ha t every ropresenta-

\ 
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tive wonld recall to his memory the words of tho 
gifted and eloquent Webster, as uttered in his speech 
on the President's protest: 

11 We have been taught lo regard a representative of the 
people as a r,enOvI upon the watch-tower of liberty, la h e 
to be blind, though risible danger approached? Is he to bo 
deaf, though Bounds of peril fill the air ? Is he to be dumb, 
while a thousand duties impel him to raise the cry of alarm ? 
Is he not rather to catch the lowest whispce that breathes in
tention or purpose of encroachment on the public liberties, 
and to give his voice, breath, and 'utterance at the first ap
pearance of danger ? Is not his eye to traverse the wholo 
horizon, with the keen and eagle vision of an unheeded 
hawk, detecting through all disguises, every enemy, ad
vancing in any form-towarda the citadel he guards ? " 

7 



C H A P T E R VII ' . 

COH0MJ8I0S. 

* In.1'111. I. " Cfr •load, iptra BOC: lift uptarT»ic«Jfkefttnimpet, 
•ad ibaw m j P#OJI1B tatlr O m p l n l j c a , inJ tin boon or JMOb tielr . 
dn." 

•W* have considered in the preceding chapter* 
the cruelties and horrors' of the slave trade; the. 
desolating influence of the traffio upon Africa; the 
efforts made to abolish the evil; and the evidence 
of its continuance, and of the attempts to' revive 
the trade. 

I t only remains for us to allude to some of the 
inevitable effects of reoponing a traffic, so revolting 
to every feeling of humanity, every dlctate-tff con
science, and every law of Qqd. 

There is no need of extended argument to show 
that tho importation of Africans into this country 
would dirootty and fearfully augment tbat evil which 
already to so great, an extent is paralysing industry, ' 
blighting commerce, and destroying the best inter
ests of Booiety. The disastrous influenoe of Ameri
can slaveiy upon agriculture, the mechanical arts, 
education, publio virtue, religion, has been fully set 
forth by others. Measures have been proposed to 
mitigate the evils growing out of the system, and 

~-\ 
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