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SPRING-TIME
may very properly be der

0 Wi s0 in the maori
th.
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80 it
and w

diffiere

to be addressed in new ar

-"\Il'i e I
propriate terms.  None o groups of -

man beings must be overlooked ; but if it be

o
To

young iz ta be useful for the

right to discriminate, #e can cnsily sce
our ehiel interest should e coneentrated.
be
longest tim

to the

1l on the i.'\I‘L’lI':\(. zenle,

But who is sufficient to nssame the office of

guide to o company of immortal beings, in the
morning of lifel T feel oppresed, beloved
youth, with the burden of responsibil
1

y which

E-.f;l.-'l_\' 1o

s upon myself in attomy

b it will be safe

ptoh the path in wl
you to walk. Yet one thing e
your dearest and best friends, parents, Ch

T,

ir coun-

tinns and patriots, will all afford me
tenanee,
The plan to be developed in the chapters

re us, will be found to |
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A comp:

somewhat large. Many topics are to come

under review, suited to improve your ¢
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make his mark high in the wor ald
begin early to form a collection of valuable

| facts, and not o duy should pass without add-

r number.

of Fame, with fewer opportu

ment thanoften in our ¢

v 1
which, thoug

the humt

8 1s u thought

interesting, 1 cannot

pursue at present, 1t is suffici
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her little son to her closet

¢ be taught Se

and the effi
tender transactions—

—may be ping iy the g
endnres.

jous fact

gement! Give

31

4 .1 "n or niy ye
by, sud I shall never, under God, d
him afterwards.  Go astray he may, be

ful he may, become waywnrd he ms

time; bot by and by the of Divine mi

and the stream which

will be extent

n to the surf

1 the sand will r

than ever.

wi have ave

son to conclude, will by but partial and

tompor

I grant that

oceasionally oo
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with 1
and they

s to enliven the and

anticipations of your 1

vice and de

uate your

of infamy,

1 stick by you
a lepr Oh, could yom

look at this = a8 thosa look at it who

have travelled the path, we should oftener

“ My Father, be thou the m

hear you ery,

of my youth

t—the permang

Iy unpressions—1 entreat you, in the |

of testix vation, Have 3

known

or divine, wh

This is true of t}

play in netive,

o true of the quict and
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to mould the

ufterdife, Man is so

for

frien

mitde

Iship, for intereourse,

8 have adouble

» either his pleasures or his paing o

There is, from the first, a felt nee

sity for the affoctions to go out and fasten
ot. This is the reason

upon some externsl ot

why most men are 20 much the crestures of

circumstanc:

s, and why the weaving of early

ties so powerfully controls every subscquent

step.  The first things not unfrequently deter
mine the lnst.

1

you will g

i o8 men of emimenes in the world, and
1l

eminence was laid in the ssso-

¢ find that much of the foun-

dation of

ciations of early life, Joseph, David, and
Daniel are exa
of providential leadi

in sacred story, not only

and indieations, but of

ran in-

voluntary ehoice and preferences havi

fluenee,

in preparing them for the lofty position

which they eventually reached. Luther was

only twenty-nine years old, when he gave the
Papal Hierarchy his first deadly blow; and
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and the future, that every step taken now will

show ucs and results, years to come.

ion may wed s man to
ant kind, till his ¢

Eweal
, till
it opens into glory. It would be trae, had the
Bible ne

man so

=z may shed

r his pathw

ol it—that * whatsoever a

, that ghal

1 he

I am but asserting what w to bea

foct, when I that the
are full of 1

od the meridian, there are fow who

arts

the young

ions.  After the sun

hns p

huve the resolution to embark in new enter-

pri d who feel like trying to accommo-
mors.  Old

i, " Can I hear any

dato themselves 10 new circums

> ery out, like Barz

peop
more the voice of singing men or singing
women ?  Lat thy servant, I p
n, that I

y thee, turn

back ag

& OWn city,

rave of my father and

of iy mother” Very proper is ling

for the aged 4 bt it onght not to be thas with

the life-l

Wl coursing warm

God forbid
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and we have no fi

for the consequences,

Lot all the

ness

oelations you form in bu

operations, in companionship for leisure hours,
for Tife, be be oy

and ended with God, and yon may calenlate

and in alliane

1n, conti

1z along with
of the

upon their bringir

them., This will realize the fulfilme

prayer: “May our sons be as plants grown
youth, and our daughters as corner

up in

stones, polished after the similitude of a pal-
ace” But discard these counsels of heavenly
wizsdom, uud give yourselves over to a connes-
tion with the irreligions, the impure and the
wheyp
never to be extracted. Wi
id, “Te that

be wise, but a cor

Aieal, and you fix thorns in your pillow

all know who has

keth with wise men shall

be de-

ipanion of fools sh
stroyed.”
I look forward o fow years, and flnd ohil-

dren become

pouth, and youth men a

men in active life.  The seeds sown in
by some fond mother have swelled and grown,
and become trees of righteousness, and the Jes-
sons given by a kind father gre yielding their
appropriate fruit. One comes out and joins
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ymerits by the word of God and

s ponfluence of ¢ 1 thin

in onse ms to ran

not that

Why, then, y

ard of the impr

A8 Arg
but it falls hea

—ik is the

il futher—" my wifk

a wink the first night after the i

reached us"”

This is n # winl tale, too sorrowful to ba

n without tes

dwelt uj and yet where can

you find any co up of families,

which does not materinl for o t

equally sorrowful. No strange thing h.
1 in that

sobs w

Pe

heard «
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1. Yousn

This may
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Young men are

he rond t

m i now

i=zed with
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corner, and

whnt Inisi

wy, wod

b

boundi forth w
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T ould not

pated At the begiy

temptation, come from what quarter and in
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r 18 certaing before such an one is

world, he has many a hand lesson o le

anil the sooner he b 3 to learn these ]

better. Previons to bis being fised for
r post of trus
have the stern o

and re

sility, he musg
shing of bitter rebuffs and

dizappointinents,

highest author

for its worl

i your lnck of acquaintance with the ways of
the world, in your want of firmn

the approach «

ess 1o niject
nptation, and your pronehess
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terpaid not, it

avitably per
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more than pegative—it is positive a

obtra

sive.

" yo

ided

vxiig

injerest
m thelr

into a gpecies of dire

the hours

il and study—in the ¢

ng-room

with thost s 10 fear of

1 lmpeers
stly, ara

drawing the s of deform on th

hearts, This is the gramd peril whicl
o

pious parent, and wakes
pray in the s

+ of the night, v

thinks of plagiog a son in &

i in

T thay tho
futher cries out, " God hles

and keep our dear
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inldren imbi
But we

should make & grost
+ that all must be well

blunder, if we
becanse they s
often seen with a bn-\k m
tales of crime in

o any
What
n huve

I8 worst L

beon to itl
¢

recognized resul

1in o few years, in some of the
& known and

of pernicious re: ‘]

own Jand,

ard oth adultery and ]Ium.]u'n

race -\ 1 \'z. & K

& wmree,  AS W repnrds the

which the country is fairly inuns
it may well be
that plitters.'

d, “all is not gold}]
mtaing the

f one
life, anc

wer 36 filled with deadly |

pay the lenst there i o kind of sick
1L

eentis

‘nia;

any of the

RN PEryEe

onable
really
of earth, than

volumes of the day, which searce

the render for the duties

for ir

ourse with he

Such reading,™

85 Hannnh Mors well cemorks, “reloxes the
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writer of plays, gave this advice in respact
the education of a nephew : “ Abaove all thin

never let him touch a novel or romanoe
Moore |

d good sense and right fesling cnongl

to keep his voluptuous lines from his gpm
daughters, though not enough to prevent his
sending them abrond into the world. It 8
aflirmed too of a colebrated tragedian, that e
never allowed his children to see the inside of
o theatre, There is meaning in such opinions,
coming from such men,

Sach are the circumstances, my young
friends, in which you are placed, and it is idle
1o eomplein of them, The present state wonld
be no prohation to you, il you were already so
caonfirmed it good prineiples, and so {res feom
temptations, a8 to have nothing to fear either
from yourselves or the position you occoupys
That is the highest virtue that consists in over-
coming the blandishments of vice. No crown
is 8o bright as that which the victor will wear.
Ingtead then of unavailing regrets st trials,
arigs whenoe they will, and come as they may,
be it your determination by the help of God to
surmount them all.




suions
that betwesn t

ronugh T

danger from your own na
from the troj

and it is pr

alarm, 1 I

depravity—I know what the

diffienlty of leadi

over the gr

to me 1t 1= n

friends and |

the preserving me

of God, Thero is

is not w ta cause,
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word

When we say of a young man, thait he

anectiul

mid!
forever.
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dealy intn fi
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You will do
i youraninds.
performed, or
s and foels

rily prepares the way for other

s of the same

remark is equalisg

to mental or manual
f the 1

;40 the m

VOICHE

tions of the mit
1M,

and a sing

the precumsor of a train of

11 Lo mynr W hat wel

1d natorally

in a certain path, b
1y tham
the eonnection of things, as
wealf, i 515 one oal
L d it with impeni Fig g

socond time, and to go o

|1;|]'.-'_ 13 more &

it 1 _;nl'.:,|"||- or di

to start.  Such i

ated by God hi

spent in the practice of pi

effort will be re

is to be clonded

s the more 1

J?:
in the

progre

Fan
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virt
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formed thun
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mate. It is for this 1

and pains are
youth, 1l

enduring
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Men are selfindulgent and covetous, Tevenge

{ fal gud prond, natorally and spontaneousiys

l wi xnmple or teaching. In the preseng
rong and misery are the resulp

] ving up things to their own native tene

ies. In the natural w
le

' coversd with

d, you have only

1 to itself, and you will see i§
but if you
d have it filled with beautiful and waving
toil. Itis easy

rs anid thor

you must apply care s

y float down the stream, b

rent and re the fonntain requ

it are foll of instruction, and

you will do well to think them over agnin and

wro bat few things which it more

' nguin, Ther

concerns you to understand than the way in

which habits are

mated, snd

noefforts to make them yours can be too grealy

ent of

to the develop

a good and charmeter, as the cireulation

or the rising of the

of the blood in the be

EAD I n tree,
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becomes

strange and unnatural,

o r

nov

tie weeds, must lag

his sunt with nansea, headache, and lis

m lgenoe grow into & babit, and
hiefind Yike parting with Yife eelf, to
breuk it off. As often as the hour returns, be
it morning or neon, or night, the appetite is
aroused and demands gratifieation. There i8
something within, which like the horseleech
eries, give, give, The demand becomes ims

or; but let ind

pemll\ vond that for daily food.

Could you see this matter in its true light,
it of being ad.
g of 8
sinlly when it is so unpleass

you would tremble at the the
dieted to a bad habit. Why the doi

partieular aet, espe
ant at first, shonld beget a disposition to repeat

it and even render it agrecable, we nocd nob

inguire, It is suificient for all ]ruh-.a'l and
usaful purposes, to know that such is unquess
tionably the fact. Tt is in recognition of vhis
genersl and uniform law of the humun constie

tution, that the Bible utters its most energete
io warpings and gives forth its loudest notes
of alarm. “ Sudden destryotion,”

 flestrice
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it of gnmbling. Tales suffis
ke, to melt any heart no
s of this

T, fortune and domestic peace;

perhaps is the b
gient, one would tl

made of rock, are told of the ef

vive, on charic
and yet ite thraldom is unbroken, To givea
]
nsion
e, the unrighteous avadls
of the gaming table, e, ull appeared
well, But ot length he met with s villain

gingle case: A man in one of our lurg

had beeome opulent, and had hisn n

and splendid equipa

or ot

more adroits than himself, played deeply, and 3
was unsucocssful, With a heavy heart he wen 3
home, and was found the next morning, hang-
ing to one of the timbers of his own chamber,

# blackened and frightful corpse.

These, beloved youth, are awful illustrations,
occurrence, Mark

abit of falschood grows upon a man,

but they are not of unus

how the |

nntil from simple exaggeration in little things

he comes to beso notorious a liar that his word
is mot worth & rush, One may be long in
reaching this sad eminence; but when it is
s lost. The plainest truths passs

reached, all
ing throngh guch a man's lips, are almost as

surely falsified, ns rays of light passing through
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and when fc

F{'I.\'ln' i '|\'i' ol i!' £ I. i'
ill 1 ren -11| beyond all your power ta

hizsub ject in its trug
il the very
indolent, be
ute oW,

VoL g

thit, how efully would yon a
rat fatal st

optical, be irre

n nre, nod what
hopeless.  Or ba
ious, and

1w 1o eome, blessinge unes

and you wi
you are, when
carly thou
you will lay up for ti
told, “ All the paths of the Lord are merey

k in ther

and truth to sue

ts which habit

8. Marl for a moment the o

prodi

These are apparent e ¢ day, and not to

take them into account is unwis
s habits even by improving

indead.

his comforts, and you often

y no kind

make Lim miserable. It is usuall
, 1o tuk
il fare and tl

¢ them from th

irronnd

and place them in the mansions ar

able life.

them with the ceremonies of fi
(.']-t_""- ko £l

ns you please, are irkeome, and

1+ whatever

b Wi
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and just

wl it will pres

that the eourse ia right

srmite
nd burs

ent. Gaod thus in

somforts with the trinls, ero

s of lifs, and =0 res 1l

help.
= and

th 1
labor, figod ¢
A bright &

trembling limbs of the man, whose bad habits
have fixed o brand

n him which he mus

earry to the grave{ Do what he may afier
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nain wnd

? hakids wre everviking to & young man.

in the community, who is

an idle,

Tr
In sor
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many a day of sorrow eannot he
book that L

talk in which he indul

hir

Lo

s, and the i

sure to make ta hard to be efl:
true repentance has no power to wash nway
the stain, Regret it as he may, the unhallowed
anil cherished will n

imaginations once lo
now dc] art ot his ljidl‘ll.'l_'_f.

Hear what strong and Dmphutir language
celebrated Lord Brou

ham uses on this poink

4T trust everything 'I.[Ilfll.l' God to habit, upons

whieh in all ages the Lawgiver as well as

Sehoolmaster has mainly to place his relianos
It is habit which makes every duty easy, an
s the diffienlties iation from the
wonted course, Make sobriety a habit, and

on o de

intemperance will be hateful, Make pruden

a habit, and pro ity will seem like a crimed
Make honesty a habit, and frand will be abe
horred.  Give a child th

habit of sacredly res
z0on think off
he cannob
These
broad declurations, and yet they are evidentk

garding truth, and he

rushi

element, where

breaths r v fulsehood.
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hence this wax will be granite.  Be choste likgs
Josepls Muoses, be temperate lils
abit will remain till your hends
are laid on their last pillow. Trials will comgg
when we shall see what you are, and what you
will do. Iiis
depths of the
tion, that gives

torm that gives o sight of thed
ison of templas
us & glimpse of one’s real chars

3 and it is

noter,

Go out into the world with bad habits, and
for the result. With good habita
and God's blessing, ¥ou will be safe everys
where, in city or country, counting-house or

I tremble

, student’s room or clerk's oft

mechanie's sho

fice.



CHAPTER 1V.
COMPANY—ITE INFLU

Sosg one remarked fo the wrated Jolin
»y, 05 ho was entering upon his r ous
rither find eompar or
This is true of every one. It is
r man to be alone, Even the bliss
was not deemed complete, until
n hnd a companion to unite with him in
, and share with him his j

is o lnw of our nature, operating upon

all, but felt with most force in early life.
Young people are fors ed for intercourse and
eompai p. It wonld maki m wretch-
y immure them in o her

rtion to the str h with which
75 fasten upon those 1 they eall

will be the ;
to be pither u blessing or & curse to them
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Searoc

or Wie.

sa is so pregnant of weal
wilketh
, but o companion

th wise men

wil
, and you will feel
nysterious whick
the heart
of ong answers 1o the heart of another, like the
1 ¢tho; but sdch a link wxists)

their infl

her, 60 th

s human being

There seems to b rt of welding process, by
which the feelings and priuciples of two indis
viduals, before entire strangers, are goon T
duced to a complote identity.  Onecatches the
spirit, and copies the manner of the other, s0

that in a
to both, 'Wax does not more certainly retain
he mind retain

ort time the same charaeter belongs

the figure of the seal, than does
the impression produced by interconme and
asociation.  The influence is often silent and
unperceived, like the rolling in of & wave in
quiet sen ; bt like that same wave it is mighty

and resistless,
On the one hand,
Your chosen compani

nnd good -men

selves in the direct way of becoming wise and




OMPANY 178

the
sraitnds

ire, the

wonld fesl




: . O
thut o single improper ingis
fatal resulta, A
chers, and pions fr 5 have
¢ for yenrs, disappears o5 the refreshs
ate with
d you will most assuredly becoma’

the 1

ing dew before the rising sun,  Assc
the vile

vile. To “wnalk in the counsel of the uns
godly,” is the first step towards ¥ standing in
the place of s
of the seornful”

All this is well understood by those who

nners,” and * sitting in the seat

have children to edueate, or sons to send out
into the world, "I'her

always a sense of see
curity, when it is certain that the room-maty is
studions and sober-minded, and the fellows

apprentice and clerk are steady and ehnrche

going.  Men who have no real religion thems
gelves, are often desirous to place their sons
and daughters in circumstances where God i8

honored, and the Bible is treated as a book
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This is a kind
ness exact ol

wontinue w to the paths

Remember, in this connect

on, that whatever
d or bad, loft

in thé huma
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pany would dare to be alone, In this vase,
the second,

the third, until the voice of cons

and draws

fir; aulng

the sex

oling of shumg
16 n pevson really

science s drowned, and ever

is erndicated from the heart

wishes to rid himse all virtuous restraing

with the multitude to do evily
ped. Jn the col
Fassooiates, sin hos no such sting
ate,  What opportunity is there
ections and painful |

b hias only to g
and the end i

o

on and

bustle of noisy
65 it hnsin p

hiere for those serions re

misgivings, which come thronging upon the
mind in the stillnessz of the bed-chamber and

th

olitary wulk, Instead of asking what God

wl cons

ienes approve, the only question now
i5, Whas will grtify the company? If this
point can be secured, there sesms to be no

thonght of the remorse thus stored up for a

sick chnmber, or # dying bed.

In o large majority of cases, pre-gminence in

evil results fi

1 the ubase of that social prin-

ciple, which God has implanted in our boscms

a8 n help to the de
is it, let hat the profune jest is uttered
against the Scriptures, the Lord's-day, and the

lopment of piety. Where
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which dovs noy thrive well in by-places or se-t
claded spots. It grows up more raukly and”
bears its Uy amidst the noise
and smoke and fumes of the bar-room, and
pits on its deepest hues while the exhilurating
bowl is passing around. Who ever heard of
a moan’s miling against the Bible, or the final
doom of the wicked, in his solitary chamber®
Perhaps such a thing i mes done, but
= publicity and show.
Spiritual rappers would soon cease their rap-
pings, if none were foolish enough to listen.
Clairvoyants would not “mutter and pecp” if
there were nane to hear,

it more perfe

impiety like this lo

It is well, too, to remark that young men of
amialle dispositions are often most in danger
from bad eompany, Owing to that great
catastrophe which so utterly deranged muan's
whole moral nnture, some of those very traits
of chareter which are denominated virtues
seem really to open the door to viee. This is
but ton true of thousands who are blessed with
n soft, mild and yielding disposition. Like
gome plants which change the color of their
blossoms as oflen as you change the soil in




favor of God,




76 THE ErRING-TIME OF LIFE

Sad is it for such a oue, when he falls into the
gnares of those who, under a bland and spes
eious appearance, hide a heart of dendly oppo-
n to the ways of piety, The fiy in the
web of the spider, or the fish on the hook of

the angler, 12 a fit emblem of o vietim like this;
Sir Matthew Hale, one of the most learned
and upright judges who ever sat on the benely

in Eu

nd or any other country, came near
When quite
young he was mnisble and stndious, and great

being ruined in this very way,

hopes were entertained of his future eminence,
But gome strolling theatrieal players came to
the town where he lived, and he was induced
by his own yielding disposition, to besome a

witnesa of their performanees. This so com-
pletely eaptivated his heart, that he lost all
relish for study, and gave himself *up to dissi-
pated company. Happily, however, for his
TJrusIn.\I:Li\‘\' useflness and peace of mind, as
he was one day surrounded by vile associntes,
it pleased God to put & stop to their folly, by
smiting one of their number with a sudden dis
ease, whith soou sent Wim 1o the grave, This
broke the bonds which tied the heart of young
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Hatle to & life of dissipation, and drove him to
his closet, his Bible, and his God.

Ins of the like wandering are common

turn are so fev
of an ¢ dispoeition
and with little fixedness of principle, come into
contact with edueated and 4 iniquity,
wd the work of ruin 1= speedily done. The
teness of the exterior renders him ur

pi of the sink of corrupsion within, At
first he only listens, then he begins to imitate,
and soon he goes as an “ox to the slanghter
and ns o f to the correction of the stocks.™

All this is confirmed Ly the fac Foung
men are sure to be estimated by the sharac

ir companions, Not only do a man's fi
friends exert an influence over him, but what
is more, they constitute the sure and ready
test by which others judge of his worth.
There i an old proverb, and all experience

erifies it; “every man is known by the com-

oy he keeps” On this necount it ia that

shrewd and intelligent observers of human na-
ture seldom put themselves to the trouble of
looking any farther in order to decide upon &
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perfon's reputation,  Tell them where the
clerk or apprentice spends his evenings, and
with whom he takes his walks, and it is
enough. Nothing would scem stranger to

them than to look for o sober, considerate,
trustworthy young man, in the midst of the
idle, the profine, and the licentions. Never
do they expeet to find one that is temperats,
industrious nnd correct, among o noisy, dissg

pated and drunken crew, So certain i8 il
that every individual will be what his com-
panions are, in charscter, habits, and way of
life, that in nine cases out of ten, no farther
testimony is required.

The firmest reputation is a delicate plant,
which will not bear the touch of viclence, or
the breath of pollution. Thoungh it adyance by
slow and almost imperceptible degrees, it often,
like the Prophet’s gourd, withers in a night.
It is possible for you to lose in an hour, what
it oosts years of care and eircumspection to
gain. A little wapt of consideration, a little
forgetfulness of what is due to yourselves, a

little yielding to the blandishments of vice, may
infliet an injury pever to be repaired. Bug
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take another course. Seek the society of the

good, cast in your lot among the virtuous and

ul, mud your standing will become repu-

at onee, Everybody will see that you

ot yoursel and this will secnre the re-

spect of others.

1 charge you, ponder wel & remarks,

If you are seen o assodinte freely with such as

known to have no respect for the Serip-

s, and no reverence for the Sabbath, espe-

ly if it should onee come to be understood
that you ean cast in your lot with th

s gone £o far in the ways of transgression

in their shame, you must not deem

p 1o be treated as if' you sustained

This is porfeetly

i not at all to be complained of

You might a8 well visit o district infected with

expect to be weleomed at once

bogom of families where health prevails;

s to associnte with the workers of iniquity, and

hope to pass along without having a mark
fixed upon you, by men of every name and
place.

‘What & penalty to pay for going astray in
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inguiry is not—Hns the individual a troly

good ehar but, has he wealth, is he pros

in b o Lis connections stand

the world ? family, fortune, and

v not unfrequently res

personal o

garded as a to ous

morals, Oh, is
surprise that this world of
to s0 great an extent o sad and dis-
1d. What

young person, male or female, ex

suspicions against purity

it any matter «

ours i

appointed wor

1 hapy

voluntary alliance with that which ia low in
feeling, debased in taste, and depraved in hab-
its? The hope of after-reformation in such

iz 80 fallacious, thy u should never
lying upon it. Let
ter eome first, and lot the

it 1o take s, follow,
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that pot one of them had another word to utter
But what is it exeept pride and self-confidence
?  Instead of

and liberal

thnt mnkes such persons infide

@ really distinguished for fi

ght, these are the men of all others, whose
minds are hampered, and whose horizon i
narrow. Notice it when and where you will,

v diffis
1 selfdistrost. The great Sir Tsane

real superiority is always connected wi

dence o

Newton was a pattern of modesty,

But, above all, skepticism has its origin in
a bad life. Nothing has such an influence in
lending men to break locse from the Sabbath,
the Bible and the Saviour as the love of sin.
Thousands are against religion for no other

regson than becanss it condemns their wicked

practices.  You never heard of an individaal
that was humble and holy and prayerful, who
rejected the Seriptures, denied an hereafter,
and called in question the being of o God.
This is fruit which grows only on the bram.

person must have a renson for wishing there
were no final account and no eternal retribu.

iom, before hie can believo that there is none,
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forsaken of God,

While
1 byl

8.

s

hath, and the Savic

Tiims
him, and the earth is
tm. One foot s

maell drae
ment, What a pi

no ]-lll\'l'l‘ i
of Jife's dark

% In the mi
song and merriment it may do to laugh at the
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crentures

any of 1
forever, and that there is no demand for so
and effo

mucl

und you are doing all

on sure, I

11 can to make his destruc

YOI We

he bel

es what you each of these opin-
| ar between him and

th of lifie.

jons will p
the |

can he flee from the

y existence of wh

1 to come, the v oh he

i how ean he fall into the arms of
a Saviour, when he has no convie-

y needs a Saviour? Little

quences a Lot '

Bi

o find & man anxions

iz znre to involy

no man shall ses
this nature, the
croed,

Take heed tl
ginn

how d to the be-

his evil. If you give up the Di-

vine authority of the § or the doctrine

of 1 dep:
of the unge

) condemnation
, you may for the very same
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THE

1 individaal
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Bil

are
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nust urge yvou therefore t

dent what it may,
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i sin
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y mantier

it pre-

tence is sel your p of mind is of more

: and gooner than

, and

hing an habitunl rev-
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ho shall adopt, and the respo
[ ich man ecan
mind needs something clearer,
to lean upom, hat somethi
does not aflord. I we turn to
best friends; they are as m
solves, I wo o
men's lives, we find no s
A path opens on this sic
path o walk in, o to ghe mare that mor-
tal an cnn tell us; and it eloses ou tl
whether it aloses, to turmn us in another direc-
tion, o to try our pa nong @re wise
enongh to say. We need
mark ont our w
The urgency is great
ed for,
idenca riging up 1
Star in th .
we shall be led
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, that he haa
in whom

lives, and moves, and bLas his being, takes
a deep in t necds he

more? Let 1

ments will do him no eve

and all will

| harm. 1

dependence is on the Mighty God of Jae

furnish tribute

all be

shall bring flesh

sooner than his expectations

cut

Rely upon it, “the & man &re
ardered by the Lord.”
hi : =

from

Ligher than
life. He fir
fondly thon

lives in is not the on




did the

land o
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refuge to which they could betake themselyes
W 11‘1 confidence.

secret of the Lord is with them that
fear him, nnd he will show them his covenant
Difficulties now and then arise in the history
of every individual's life, on which the Bible
sems (o throw no satsiselory ]:_ﬂill. and in
reference to which the responses of Providence
appear to admit of no clear solution, This
though & trying .:;u.:'.:, i distinotly contome-
plated and provided for in the Seriptures of
truth,  “If any man lack wisdom"—so runs
the comprehensive direction, the explicit prom-
ise—"if any man lack wisdom, lot him ask it
of God, who giveth to oll men lib
uphbraideth not, and it shall 1
What more could he ired ?

ration has s value which belongs not tc

and gold. On the ensy condition of

God with & humble and bel

soek his guidance in the day of perplexity,
the pledge of a gracious answer is ; and
Leaven and earth may pass away before it
shall fail. Why then should any one live or
die in doubt. That very Being who alone is
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TRUTH BRTWEKN MAN AND MAN.

Wenk I o

any ome trait of

which poes sther,

pa than all others, to ren L person

By—vera-

arthy of respect, I sho
t:':t_\'. The ehild that will always toll the trath,
anid

lished repn
nndevi

epect and oo A love of tm

charity, seems to cover o multitude of sins.
To t i
ing a chury

now forms-
A pre-

cisely as they are, is of more onsequence than
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truth, and ¢
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may be done by flavtery, it muy

an with A
We may define
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we honest])

fact. There is in ove
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them no

NoT

Ingenuous himself, he cannot d
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as true, what he knc
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ow them to receive

& to be
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or act usg .‘-]
act conscientiously,

Be

serves o be eglled a man of veracity, whe dogs

this. No man des

ful to understund

not give utteras to the real ¢ f hig

n heart.  The essence of fal

in an intention to deceive, and

shown by a look of the

hing whish
t with foaf

impression inconsi

t impression is purposely mad
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It may be a lie in reality though

dy to jos.
on BEOINe OlGE-
Let me
OMINON  INSAnces i
u father trying to
s, and 1o overcomg

AVE !'r

itz reluctance for the paunseating de

aftfirms that it does not toste bad., Yonder s a8

fashionable lady, who wishes her time for other

purp 1 servant to the door ta
say “I‘l'.

kind
pant of the si

Here 38 a
in telling the

nds, who per

that his

considered at all dange But are ne
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doing evil that good 1
Such 2

at their own endy
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156 apparonk
How much better to be open and ingenuons,

and if we tell not the whole truth, tell nothing
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The deception wil

will occur to make the d&i
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iy

truth, ene with another, rise up on ¢

m time and cternity, from
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forfi

o thousand i

n elear eonsc
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it ennobles
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des. What els
of truth, t

100,

in the greatess

e was it than
ee Heb

t sustained the th

dren whe ted

seven-fold intensity; that cnabled Dandel ¢
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the blessed Sayviour with such composure in

the pres of Pilate? Tru

up, unattend
ness of the |
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s of des
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[ pomp and
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will command a m
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trost in the word of his wife—the

i
{ b

father—ibe mother i

or the mster in that of her brother,

Even Hope we

1, 8o that he soon

ERIn

BTy Lwiy
one circulnstance and

can tell &

nid true men

onpanionship ns a nuise
Epot.

What is he to do and where is be to go in
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y till he had nothing
1 s country nothing g
For loug years did he stendily ho
hiz way. But at length ho died.  And
it was told that the old man eloquent—op
ool better be said, ol am hiones
the signifia
A sensation wi
e 40 hisowni

fiullen

# T hi

at his post,

the last of carth

3, which not omly

vl hills, but wa

the sunny South, and over all thep

the mighty West, The fist

nOt DeCLESATY.

acorner,  But my 3

the le aof

one terminates in poverty,
anid desy

r, while & halo of more than e
@ory encircles the dying conch of the o
without getting a deeper impression of th
portance of being a lnw to yourselvess
was indeed a forcible 1]]tl:|trnl|ou of the
of good principles



THE VALUR OF GoOD PRINCIP 187
it the youth
arn what power

1 gharncter i men safsly

aver the rough vo yage of Tifi; n]-.]- |\'.':l|-|7

sharactor is ~Iirun-u‘l the brightest
and most hrilliant to o dishonored tomb,
What training then can be compared with
1 to be a law 1o them-
v put o Bible into the hands
e him 10 read ity you
s the povernment of his

1 beg him to ohserve them,

t ple of right-doi
e \\[U be hours of firget

that '[‘»ﬂ le will not beread; thore will
ampiation, when those rales will
ed: and there will be allurements to
oyl when r]p exnmple of others will be pow-
. nothing, will serve the pur-

ed and settled principles,
+ of friendship cannot follow you,
“ ¥ou po out to x:nbru'l:. in business, toss
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danger, everywhere needing protection,
siples do 3
stand you in stead, fall you will, You
, in the mart of b
the cabin of the steamboat, and the

God aud your own good ypri

b a law to yourselve

inn, or you will soon muke shipwreck of &
ool conse No shield less s
cls the darts of Satan and bad mes
anid gafeguard.  Thoron
m with this resourcs, nud b
ul steadily forwand, breasting
m which would hinder his progress
back the waves which threaten to oy

and a

onn que

I his is the

walmly

whelm him.
Think of Samuel, old and gray- ln:ndnd

the service of God and

s couniry, *
s he, “hero I am; witness ngainst me
the Lord-—whose ox have 1 taken? 8
whose ass have 1 taken? or whom haye 1§
frauded 7" Look at Paul as he stands armig
ed befors the Jewish Sanhedrim, |.1ﬂ.ulg
self upin conseions and selFsustaining rectitid

hie eries ood, * Men and brethren, 1 havo
in all good conseience befure God until
" Contrast these cases with the drend
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gerved my God with half the s
ed my }
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The subj

it in the views now given, what

is troth in the in

o kind futher
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inn angel,
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1 ble, = The
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Who now is to
to you when your che
s and your eyelids
But despond nat. £

opt good principles,
3 can got forward without other aid.
great Milton put into the mouth of &
spirit & momentous trath—

" The mind fs its own place aml of itself,
Can make a heaven of B, 2 hell in heavon"

t yourselves, and

In other words be r

will make all right.
Do yout know who was t
| TDieclaration af Indepes

first Congress, of whom llw1l.n~ J

ked, * He never said o foelish thing in
| " It was Re
i brought up to an humble cecupation.  Buks
was a man, the supe

r Sherman, & potr Y0

acter was Inid on the hr\-u] prine ||'|1\'saf
1 of God; and this united with native foR
and enorgy enabled him to rise highes

wo

higher, until he conld cope successfully
the strong and mighty men of the land,
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iota of right p

rather than r

le inroad upon alg

v hold

and you will never be laft

ple, or yield to o

conscience, Come what will,
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out resourc Exalt this inward conscious
rectitude, and “she shall promote thees
ghall bring thee to honor when thou dostiom
brace her. She shall give to thy head ani
nament of grace; o crown of glory shall’s

deliver to thee.”
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of the v = the cedar of Lol
God does not

‘water tox

d forth their frgranee,
eve, breeacs to fan
taste nul couches)

adds {

cheek, fruits swee

lie upon, The

together in
amighle in tempes,
whatever is 1|rm in principle? True meny
west men and re |]_

men

from exhibiting
gition, and conde
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DOTE
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nd you will fulfil the
ourteons.”  Pursng

junction, “ Be
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figld, but yon cannot be pious without ha
ve mind of Clirisg,

4, My young friends, courtesy is o Bibls
virtue, and it is in the Bible that we find

finest examples of its
Look at Abiraham as he ¢
his nephew and & man of much fewer

ence and  po

ives to Lot, tho

than himself, the choiee of all the lands
them, rather than have strife between
respective berdsmen,  See him ns he weleo
the three travellers in the heat of the duyy
the hospitalities of his tent, and hastens to
for them the fatted ealf. Observe his cond
a5 he bows before the sons of Heth to bag
b to deposis 8
ains of his beloved Saral. Venerable

with them for n eave, in w
rer
lovely man! Was there ever a better om
plifieation of the true g man? Well
the patrisrch know what was doe from mas

his fellow-man.

We see the same thing in the bold,
promiging apostle to the Gentiles, The
firm as n rock where truth and duty were
cerned, it would be easy to note instances'ss
which his eourtesy was strikingly app
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owed mother.  Tear him ery outy in the Jin 5
ness of hia heart, # Come unto me, all ye
labor and are beavy laden, and I will give
rest”

Was there ever such courtesy ns this? N
matter how poor ind wretched were the app
ennits Tor his Tavors; no master if the gl

of nffliction besie his retrest, and broke |

the bl

wl Saviour bad a kind leck and
eneoutaming word for shem all,  Weanied
toilsworn ns be often was, he was siill
to hearken to the sighing of the prisoner
to Taise the supplsss from the dust,
1 is frue courtesy.  And can we Ve
estimato its value fo the world #
1 have already told you thet you musts
exalt condesecnsion and civility to an equalitys
with the more essential characteristics of
and intogrity. Much lesa must you for o
motment suffe

any such embellishment of
outer-man, to take the place of genuine, b
felt piety towards Ged.  Yet while this 8
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onelude that you ear

mitted, be careful not to

aring, With ime-

, and ¢ n

1, and dis
This wonld not only greatly lessen

vour influgnce over friends, and neighbors,

lependents, but would be sure to produce

5 an your own minds.

bad «

You haye

cady seen enough of the world

1 and trustworthy men

that many

nt. Ne ope donk

sadly w3 this va

ms profession, No

gincerity of their re

ony feels & want of confidence in the wpright-

ir dealings.  But huving s
1 8ay. There

neks of

othing more that

i want of kindn gir termper, and

ion in thidr deportment, that the good

which they really have, is in danger of being
ay be lik
vatite. It

ven then, but you must give it pol-

evil spok Such charnete

its rough, nnwroug

sio lustre ean fully app

said of a plops friend,

w how offensive sueh conduct is, or

titndes.
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rition o the humble

individual that he
lay hero is
to the largeness of

15 slong the street. The on

small in proport

the retarn,
Such o eonrse ia sure to advanee the comfors
ering often to

of those around you, Itis

how an approving smils, or 8 word of eon-
nen oppressed by

dolenes, goes 1o the heart of
poverty nd borne down to the earth by sor-
row. Shall such balm be withheld? Did
7 how

in the higher walks of lify re

ich of light and peave they may thas dis-

wi should see them courteous out of

harity, On every gide are to be fonnd
whose lot in life is far from being easy.
t toil, homely fare, and little or no
b af ever rising o a oandition of eom-

are & load upon their spirits, which
they have hardly strength to bear. Shall
r speak to

those in better eircumstances ng

them in necents of kindness? is wonld be
arael tndeed,

Lot any one envelop himself in an atmoe-
phere of courtesy, nud he will in this very way
increase hLis usefulness ten-fold, It is notso







ta comfort and unsefloess and a









tln.ni

Lat
have a

whila

they thus diffuse b they

will be sure to angment t | enjoyment.
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There is & moral beauty and
in being cnlm in the midst of

nt under prove

n, which

y be found in any other ciroums
“He th
the mighty, and he th his spirit
he that taket Vastly more
ar :-][ is due to the man who can check the

to anger is better

s of vindictive passion, and preserve at

168 balanee of his own mind, than to

ost renowned genernl that ever led an
army to battle and to victory, Walls may be
led and flags unfarled in conguered cities,
men of very little real worth of charaoter ;
bt bre than s able to povern bimseld is fuirly
to bear away the pulm from every

make such honor your own; and the prize,
Jet me tell you, is not beyond your reach

dready
of an
h with
s to say on the neturs and

mitages of s proper seli-control. This s




ur days.
10 the SATURE of
be noted that the v
Btrig oonfuest,
Luguese whase o
and bridle, It is
that needs to be co
mi Were the
impetious and uoruly in man’

1d eost no

mnds,  The ve
le, to be &lo igeor, impl
a doubt that ocensions someti
ger may not ot 1

exhibitod.

abade, auly in the bosan of w foal,

it is & good servant though a bad mast




oi—

u {1

W 18
3

that
1 n
'\.. [

Y 1 and

o L]




his bosom 1
and migguided temper.
did man's feslings be o his better judg
ment, that he need od to himsel
nlmost a8 mwueli na he needs to be rest
his Maker, Indeed the one

me degree always conne

1i8 n proof of FnUinen s,

The injunstion of inspired truth s,
swift to hear, slow t z, slow to wrath."
Anger provokes an,
out another, just as fir
was at first o by
regarding, 1 s out into an

it have been

r, and hedg

in its

that there is something y mobils in Ch

atrol, 1118 not every one that has stren
enough of good principle to rise above the cus-

toms of an ungodly world, and bear reproaches
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omplaining digoi

. Rarely
in illustration of real, genn-
We have een it somes

t it is easier to mot

with serene and

t of & martyr, than to gain the vietory

ar

ov rong language,

bad temper.

I will plnlll\
n in the mic Ial of tumult, 1o keep
ing provocation; and to re-

To be

voul when &
pross angor rather than give it vent, is a surer
evidenee of sound religious primgiple than lo
mount the scaffold or pmbrace the stake,
There is nothing wenk or mean-spirited in
pursuing such a course as this. What an ex-

ample of wise, virtuous and eclevated selfs
1 he conduet of the

EOver:

brave and restod minh. There
were mauy things to irritate and anncy that
good man; and indeed he tells us that he was
® very But his anger be

sh expressions, and er lessened
s reapeet for hims The real dignity of
he preserved, snd forgot not
what was due to the standing of the Governor
of Lsrael,

into no foc

hig charac
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-possessedl man may be expected

ink before speaks, and delib

foro he mcts, Anger has been called a short
madness, and justly is it 2o called, because, for
the time-being, it dethrones resson and leaves

hogom u proy to overy ungovernable foel
ing \[fﬂt #ing are werk at first, and come to

matarity by deg But snger. is born in
: W‘m" the indiyvidual on to

the perpetrafion of igretrievable misclief, w
out the on-or prayer, Fre he is
mken mestep, whick s bour
er, ]|| wouldipot have t 1 for: ths world.
word Whs been ujtered, and carmot
rd—the injury lis (been de and
1. #The beginning of strile
is 08 when one letteth gut water,” and liguce
wo are exhorted to * lea¥e off contention be-
it be ddled with® Our comiort and

v under God, cons

wust learn to put
struction upon the doubtful conduct of others,
We are not to regard every man us an enemy
who does not meet us with u sauile, or to jostle
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ilk hecause he chooses a partion-
I'he very fact that we are forever

him off 11
14 lo.

far to create the evil

sting evil, will g

ieh westhus allow ourselves to suspect

8 it to think all is right,

How much Ubtier
Iy forward.

and go ealin

Nothing
when we attempt {0 ju the motives of
What we are : onsider and
malice, may

more comugon than to mistake,

be the result of mere inadyese@iand of the
very same_inadyertenes with Which we our-
sélves arg.eyery doy chargealle. The direst
eatastrophies hnve often groWh out of language
which was mot dntended o convey the least
harm.  While'the world continues as it now
is, we shall fud it ighpossil
out havingour feeliigs sometimes chafid and
tried, “But what is to be gained
icions and nsk

le to get on with-

our e

r for explana-

When the two poats, in Luther's

wel on & narrow bri

that the other might walk over him,
ient are sensons of
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1 to exelaim; “Thou art more
Mark, ® Jaeob

found aecess to all the better feelin Esau's

and compel

hteous than 1.

ili

high-mettled man been mot

bosom, by 8 meek and concilisting deport-
ment. Had th
looks of

uld never have heard of his run

1l words of menace,

we sh ng to
hix brothe

him. ¥

k and kissing

One thing is to be observed

R Pperson

doing wrong is usually much more loth to
yield, than the person suflering wrong. If

ever called to reconcile two men at variance,

you will find it much casier to deal with the

one who has been injured than with the one

who has inflicted the injury. The ulty

of recc
proportion to the amount of guilt, This may

neilintion is generally very much in

seem strange, but nothing is more indisp

that did his
[ Moses as

ble as matter of fact. It was L

neighbor wrong, who complaine

usurping the authority of a prince and a judge.




of being in err
ol reproot,
on of
B0 ereris a good il

hen A man

e
and

be guilty of & wn

Sach a man is a great publ

wn that can be namg

1 us power over ou




-TIME OF

and cor

he convictions

it ueeds not the

: und if' it be bad, t

lefend 1t

it tenfold

a dispute

we nati-



children orphans.
hairs of father
rrave.,  No one is
eombat, to burnish up h
and try either his cour: o |

a man who can govern hin

constant irritations—spr
temper. Why is it that I
cle is so often brol
onee bosom
they pass each other

pleasure or one word of r

hus been sowing «

neighborhoo
Ah! much of all thi
of a little
control.
W

Arnir




EOVErnm




and to himeelf
hot-headed, foc




Pausing, he n

could I wash your

voum WY conscience us easily as 1 can

ou pay for this

Teminis us of car own

You know how serenely he lifted up his 1
amidst all the
Rev He

angry in the wi

and agitations of t

rarely known to be

Go, then, my ye

noble lesson ever

kness in the mic

itess the brightest trait in his chary

Learn it of Das surrounded

o sperene
Above all, 1

), when he was reviled, tevi

i)

not again, and when he suffered threatened

not. Learn it you must, il you would honor

wod to men, or be happy your.




CHAPTER XIIL

K
is $o the n
marh

the marbl

itiee wihich i
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and r If mon are ever to be

cotms nguished in any branch of science,

or any useful and finim-

must generally be laid in catly lifi,

The exception Ew a8 1o w

are g0
ngainst an established rule. Tt s in

t the mind is ¢

pmpr

the moemory retentive,

habits of ation are easily furmed.

lden period, when the seeds of fu-
sowed, A lifi, the
and cheerful purt of which iz spent in jdleness

eminence must be wright

and foll

Imest sure to ¢nd in ignorance

and misery.

My theme is, the cultivation of the mind,

fear of

and I have no

overstating its impor-
ce. It yelates o the enlargement of the

pe of th

ught, me cotion, or in

mory and refl
other words, to the investing of man with his
p and worth, “We call
which it is done, education, bug
s of

of them—not the pours

own sppropriate digr

the process b

by this, we mean not so much the

s the learnin

Tl

drawin ruction is

often useful and in e

1¢ cases perhaps indis




the digmit
1t axert
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ath with the

voursalves inten

ainst exte

Let me nome another ndvantage in the no-

1 of knowle

It fits men_for the great

d mind gives its possessor

over the uneult

. the exe

f 80 many .-r_:.‘“.l:l

88, soparat d

transact




MEXTAL IMPROVEMENT

:Ir:|;'\'|'1 anl might p

higher

the rog

Wit W 0 be pr
might, it is prob

natare of the

intend its ereotion. This
the domain of matter, the
domyin of mind. The hand
fioet that move are thus

trol of the more exalte







hat an
1







rae,
elare
from the orew of

often & pusseng
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great progress i
will be so cmph

your wen volume,

I8 §0
nor
more

Yoo
attain to

minnted

abseryations,

half o year

ST
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stand on the shouldens










have beon

been real to




1 concl
Iy know any

MOrS W nltili' of e

knew his lottorsd

u should never
of the carth. §

ain, untitled men,

God, that you shonld be intelligent?
eould not be a grapder mistake. Mind i
i from the great Sun of the universs,




shonld be o

ne for its get

Be emulous then of con

ment. Let the S

day of study aod refl

the Holy Seriptures,
generations, Ao

lives of the worth)

ship of wise and good men.
with God as did Enoch. Toan
of the Saviour did Ja
minds be expandad

nnd when you pass

you will enter npan n enrcer of Improvemer
which shall nover end.




CHAPTER XIV.
MENTAL IMIPRESESIONS INDELIBLE.

Sam Hannah More to & female friend, whi
s watching by her dying bed, “1love §

ently, and it will be pleasant to you twi
rears hence, to remember that I told

g0 in my last moments.” This was a tend
and touching remark, But for anght we
ruble wom

know to the contrary, the vene
to he
centur

it hav

panion, of tu
same propri
That

mMEemory.

ulty of

and by which the ideas of past ol

impression, is one of the noblest of hu
endowments, Without the ability of th
in, and using ncquisitions

keeping what we g
already made as helps to further acquisition

there could searcely be any such thi
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tal improvement. Thi

-
cation, the gmllmi-\\'nli.‘ of ¢

ed, ns o menns of {

nuclons ground wh

shall gathier, W

of suoh u foulty, the effors t
would he as fruitless, as po
shave,

It ia not pretended that memory
such power as to be able at will to exh
its treasures ready for use
prevogative of man, or perhnps of any
created being, What we mean is th
fmpressions arein themselves so indel
to be eapable of reproduc
cireumstances, in all the
This ia tho aspoet of the matter wh
of most practival in
young man that the whe
ita somplexion from the present, and
sate hereafter will be nothin
siate now, earried forward unintern
interminghly,
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1. What lig
by the
By mind I here intend simply that in
tuzl or intelligent power in man, by whick
15, and judges. B
y memory, and memory i
Human li a chain made up.g
links, thus euriot fustened together

ht is afforded us, on this subjects

ure of the mind itself?

cXerC

constituting an indivisible whale, One
I
forever is but to think forever, and remem
forever, This faculty of recolletion and 88

u runs always into another, and to live

ciation see

, g0 far as we can determing

be insepars from rationality and accoun

bility, Everything must be remembered

has had any inflaence in giving shape 10 b
acter.  Ahab will never forget his inte
with the Prophet, in the garden of Nabo

Pan! will always retain a vivid recollection

his visit to INSOUS.

Henee it

s, that life past, present, and

ture, is ouly so many portions of the

indivisible thing,

wh
scious existencs, has a beginningand a pH

That great mystery of mag

y, for want of a better wawe, wo call
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gress, but it can never have a
Started onee on its high e

on unless arrested by the fiat of i
The vesscl ones wllowt can never

the ooean of eternity
mental existence. The mind o
stage to stage, withoul ¢
thread of its being, or 1
gained.

But ean we ooneeive of a pe
the midst of such changes
memory ! Take from man the
looling what is past, and ) bir
from his high estate, nod reduce
dition little nbove that of the fow
or the beasta of the fleld. It is his disting
pecalinr prerogative to po: 1

ness—a knowledge of his own § 8
fonlty of retrospection.  The ox, by o sor
natural instinet, may “Lknow his -.\-.-. ner, 1
the ass his master’s crib;" but that kind of
reepllection, which consists

scenes of one's carlier day

Bimaelf the impression of by-gone events,
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peculiar to man. It belongs solely to himi§
e of the beatings of his of

sos of his own soul, the
of his own destiny. Without
igent, responsd

moral agent.  Without it, he could not bey

he conld not be an inte

man.
Itist

life her

Whatever cl

relative and ciroums

hete
r, 48 to render it really one
they are m
When the

becomes a man, he is found to bave b

nory that so connects life

his carly recollections with him ; when the

puts on gray hairs, he reta the impress
and when the

man passes into the world of spirits, he

of the years that nre past;

with him the remembrance of what occcun
on earth, There is no break in his being—
sundering it into fragments. The body B
change again and aguin, as it passes from
fancy to old age, but siill remain the

e body, and so it appears to be with
, there is iden

mind, In every alterati
of being and perpetual enlargement.  Oned

of impressions comes in to add o the tidel
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another, until in eternity ext
comes one vast, comprehens:
MeInorY.

A temporary oblivion, b

nothing against the gencrnl
tal impressions,  How

ol some unexpeoted momen
whith B0 ene o explul

of things for a long time aj
us? The idea had once o

nned nothing was requisite
somme invisible chord to bring it fully to
agnin, Nor does it militat nimst
thae the memory often becomes wi
gickness or old This 18 very true,
how do we know that it is the miod
cnsest, which fails, or only the or
of which the mind now operate
Btances seam o be proof of the filore of the
outer, und not of the inner man.

All that we know of the natare of mind jen:
un o conclude that, wh Writle
ean never be effaced.  For a long
gether, words and phrses avd
fenees may 8o disappiar, as to Become 1

17
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or quite 1 But =

of nt will be poured on 1

that which shone on the Jewish b
11
srell-bompy
us?

You have already seen that mind conld

2. 1y is important to inguire,

tatned fucts bear upon the point befo

15 it does, were not m
latiribotes.  Thas mugh
4, Ts there ang
idents of real Lifi, which ten)

be what it i, or nct

ory one of s essen

15 elear, 1

the ques

thing in the in

to confirm our reasonings in relation to

matter? And T answer, Yes, there are

sands of fally anthentidated cas

show that every mental impression, onee &

]ll-:_'. may be revived agnin,  If loss thore

it is  lotter wril

a perpetual 1e

with invisible ink, t shle cirony

entency may be by

tinctly out.

ething may 1

the phenomena ¢
n friend, nt the hourd
w o you, ab fiest view, S5
ually extinet.  You se

stand 1 eouch of

miduight, it ge

hiis intelleot was ac
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motion, you hear no spee
traco of thought.  So
possing. events, or intel
corned, he lies like a o
breathing lamp of clay. Wl
tho reflection, the memory
friend be aroused, and a!l1
before him, and thonght me
provigus power.  Thi

lem, So may the s

ton full realization of whatever
That the mind sotually n
ecives and keeps what it
remson fo believe. It would
hours in citing ¢ described
mental and morml sci
conclusion. SBomething oo
ollection, and then seenes
enlled up, which had apy
away. To set the machine in
spoak; it is sufficient often, the
be an attack of fever, n gor
aitement, o a fecling of sudder
itis thatall the past comes pon
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the present. Under such cironmstances, the
individual really seems 1o live more in n singled
half-hour, than he had in wecks, or uvq
months before.

As an illustration of this idea, lot mo refess
to the sensations of a drowning man, &8 des
R If. From the moment exers
tion ceased, thongh the senses were all bes

wed by hirns

numbed, the sctivity of the mind was exeit
to u degree which defies the power of language
to express.  Thought succeeded thought, this
review of one event followed that of anothes
yable rapid

with incot ¥. All the scens

of his pust |

seemed erowded into o sing
group, and yet each =0 stood out in its indi
uality, that he could not help deciding on
T more nor e
sment on hi -

character. It was really nothin

than n sort of sitting in jue
And this whole soene was sompressed into

narrow limits of two minutes—that being
precise time he was in the water.  What o fad
have wo here!  No wone
himself aeking, Have we aot in tis cocl
an indieation of that almost infinite powar off
memory, which we shall feel sfter death?

er we find the pers



Is it possible o imagine how vividly al

emotions g events of the pre Ay

n this corrug il bave put

Iere
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lected, and

adds bitter to his eap

This invalves, |fl mistake not, the

yod, ||l|l|. “eye

we, whether ;_de Gt J_;_‘,J, A
Buy ti
ulions, can never prove true, Wikes
nd shall then and there recall all its by
Memory i8 8
ary on the part of man, than is
1. In no other
that every individ

nnd muny 8

and exe

gono &
lesa n

titude oo the part of G

the reckoning be sue

o pondemped

1 be pither acquitt

of his own mouth. The whole life long
then come up for review. This is the poinksl
which we stop between lALJ-m and the fic

and from which we & proceed  novar

Janss ngain forever,

id not

5 these be often revolyed in F

my young friends, &l

within you which we call
intellectunl, immortal life—never rises
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Ingher

its eparule

ion is uf
when onee fuirly t
Will you not stop the
what kind of pietures yau
Suppose that every sin you comn
duce a visible mark on your foreheas
be concealed from cither friend or

which must always tell of

miny. The mark would

that upon d d Cain. Bui
wvare that a p xd thought

habit formed, a malignan passi
will produce o scar on the soul,
ointmnents of the apothecary can never r
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and o blot 13 made whis

Ooce do wron
nothing but the blood of Christ can over wys

away. Adhbere to vou it must in lifl, in de

and in etermity. o4 I8 opening f
tain, which will send forth its streams of bls

e feld of yo

ing or cursing, over the whe
X IELOTCe.

Listen to & simple tale, *The nailsare go

but the marks are there,” suid 8 weeping

to & futher who had promised to drive & n

into a post for every wroog act his son

and to pull one out for o

ry right sek

s the good econdnet of

fength &

b i sk v was extrpebed,  Dul 4o

10 fnther, who congratuluted
tho ol

ild oried out with
but the marks
L"  Ab, the overwhelming powes

upon the

“Yes! the nails are g

there

e Give me

1, HIVE e pove
give me loss of friends, give me auything
the long eatalogue of human ills, sooner th

muke conscience my tormentor.
Have you seen some idle boy mluug
pame into the bark of a tender trea? :

does ba think, as lettor after letter is form
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how they will all Tive, and grow and stand

more distinetly ¢ut, as year upon year ndds to

the size of

knifs rems
What an omb

power which memory will give to those acts

thousands now th

indu bad decd ovce perpetrated,

Jooks R d worse ns weelis and months

pass awny. Forgotten it will never be. Itis

cortain to reappenr and tell its tale of ]
in the chamber of discase,
on the dying bed, and in th of eternity,
The evil cannot be gob rid of. :\u human cx-
pedicnt can
What an argument have we here for living
ng to the requirements of the gospell
those virtuous feelings w come
from the t and the cross of Christ, and
what remains to you of the present life will be
soothed with peaoo and giided with hope; and
when you to etefnity, it will be to be
followed \».1|, reminiscences, which &
all the future with the effalgence of I
itself,




CHAPTER XV.

MANLIXESS IN¥ YOUTH,

¢ youth.

gravity, no nssumption
rnes, nnd

upon oth

age and ox

(':i'l\r_ =
in themselve
" future usefaln
we wish to meet ¥

is worthy of y rd, Tt et

ries with -t a that

you o perlorm, advantagy
and exeeller
bonest and fhithfal men, true to your M

3T ¥

to your own destiny, and to

your lot is cast, is the noblest purpose

ean form—thie |1- vetnent you
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at the o Life i
gity hurdemed with w ty respon:

10 brgees him:

woed leader of he
ymon then in the bloow

advancod to the throne

L st re-
gin.  An unrivalled

o the race st the

all things i rey
his ereative work and

d & sort of mujestio emphasis, Y1,
after our like-
10 trace

arrive at the first record,

it written, as in lotters of

1w the son of God.”




very being by the hand of God i

v creature ever so called oy

the divine regard.

of the world was Ilr-'lh.".lljl.'l_'(! good, as it
into existence: but when God

# partaker of his own nasure, and in a b

y for his own glory, he

and peenline sen:

veyed the whole with infinite satis
declared it to be wvery good. This compl
of ereation. The Most High
now o vieegerent on éarth,  The world
visible bead. And even the upostasy
dreadful in its nature, and dem

the w

ing
gk dpamendons consequences, did not whe
turn away from man all tokens of his Ma
regard, Thongh rained, the race was not
It was man, out of the whole
nature Chrish
tibn he shed
i regeneration

gotten,

of universal being, wh
sumed, for whose
blood on the cross, for whe
sent the Holy G
blessedness he has gone to prepare man
What a view does this give us of the real
ity of nian!

ast, and for whosoe ete
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In no other case is the difference
between man blinded by sin, the vietim of his
oWl CF si0ns, in vice; and man
irrad
) v virtue.  Thor
Jess when he comes into the we
perv in his na an anything ¢
God has 1

futes et gmity, until he reach-

o8 an cmi , perhaps, scarcely inferior to
that of n seraph.  Let the light of truth shi

nto Lis mi wd the love of God be shed
#broad in his heart, and you can har
deive w
I'hough still o ehild of the duost, he
eir of immortality, Though a resident
of earth, hi i in_heaven,"

t of the contrust between

heir opportunitie

the same, their natural capacities
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the same, and th s have had the same g 1

t. You look st
fullows, and
his countonsnee radiant with klnn\'h-.]m‘

made upon them for e

as he stands up mnor

bosom filled with he and lus whole as

and demeanor iudic
und a selfpos
from t
RBible, and ar
But what ig the appearance of the othee?
wded by the

the stady of g
babitual trust in God's :

mind

never been expe

peets which the Gospel
affec
the bie
ecarthliness, a debasement upon his entiro chis
acter, which tells you but wo troly thak
in the way of his heasly
eyes, and is filled with
own devices. Man 15 an elevated being wih

ons bein e
s Spirit,  There is o littlenessy

has boen walki

in the sight of his

of God, he *
al life." But heis

, when he sinls inko igng

moved by the §

ry and honor nnd et
ol
nnd wallows in erime.

And this work of elevation is ong to whi
be must put his own bands, Friends

led w




MANLINERS IN YOUTH a1
pombine to bring him forward in the world,
heaven may poar its choicest blessir

his head, and every facility

him, on thie right hand and on the left, but it

is all in vain, unless he be willing to help him-
gl He must ]-lltﬁmh his own powers, or ho
good for nothing, for either time or
On no other or easier condition can
rige¢ 1o emineneo in his ealling,
lenoe of his fellow-men, or lay

sure in hesven,
ave in this country no horeditary offi-
uments; and perhaps in
no part o orld does property change
hande : X y and with such rapidity.
Paronts ride in their conch to-day, and their
ehildren sweop the streets to-morrow.  Hence
3k eomes 1o pass that almost all real men—men
wier—men who command re-
n whodo good in the world—are self-
made men, 'We seo this everywhere., Visit
the capitol of the nation, and gauge the intel-
leet, the influer ¢, the genuine worth of sena-
tors and representatives; or walk through
Jour own streets and take an inventory of the
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standing of the eitizens, and tell me if sueh
not the faet ]

Spurn the thought, then, of trying to liy :
m the respectability of those who hiws
gone before you.  This is what o good Tis
used 0 call a “shably gentility.” T pity$
young man who has not sclf-reliance enotg

to stand ervet and eay, by the blessing of
Iintend to e indebted to no one for w0
ion in the world, He must'dg
gmificanoe,

and a repu

this or sink into i

Turn now to man as sscity ropitires Aol
and as he must be to il hix proper placs
onp ean insalate himself and stand al
Man came from God; but he is to live'o
earth, s the place whero he is to pass his pig

properly discharging his duties for this w
Tig is a sovial being, and eannot, 1F he
either live or die to himself, God has bound
each to others as parent, son, friend, and mes
ber of the commuonity; and henoe arise
tions which every one is under dbilign
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, and services which he must by no
ail to render. To shut ones self in

Lig awn cell, 8 to live in a dark and us

gphere.

vther great talents nor high attainments
R B oy, It is possible to b o good citi-
good Christinn without any such
distin There is smong s too greedy
sornm bl headabip, both in churh and
state ; too o a desite to “ride upon the
high 1 « of the eartl” “ Everything or
pothing,” seems 1o be the motto of the multi-
tude, This arises partly from the open door
which in our favored land is set before men of
every raok nnd de, and partly from the
amazing gtimulus supplied by the very nature
of our free institutions But the strugele is
o far. It is idle to suppose that
r in the country can be a Mans-

¢ merchant a Thomton, every phi-

losapher a Bacon, every mechanic & Whitney,

¢ divine an Kdwards. Nor need they

not eniingnt men we want so much

a8 gockl men, men that will “eat their own
bread,” and discharge noiselessly their duty;
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men who will pay their debts, love their fig
lics, and obey their Ge Peaceful, ind

ous, order-loving citizens are the most usel -_
Tal
station too much coveted. You may adn

it is too much idolised among us, a

s mneh as you please the wide and deep 5
cally forward towards §
ocean, bearing on its bosom the wealth of &

which moves maj

and ¥ingdoms, and giving Jife to comn
agriculture, and all the useful arts, Thiss

is & sublime one.  But you must nob oved
the thousand rivulets from the monntain's
not only combining thetr resources to form’
noble stream, but marking their own

progress with a health, o fortility and a b o
which but for them would never be #
What if thoy be so narrow that you can
over them?  What if they be so shallow
you can wade through thewi? They
le#s esseutial to the prosperity of the cous
a8 you learn by tracing those lines of h

green which their conrse draws over our
and meadows, than are thos¢ rivers that ha
worn for themselves channels through s

everlasting hills, If both are necessary,
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gmallor ones are not the le s0. The brog

as the river.

in ita |
So we say of man. It 15 not the great im-

whose enterprise i tying o

s of other climes; or the

s the feelings of pop-

ic wand ; or the

elegant fab-

rics with which our wives and daughters are

adorned ; or the cunning inventor, at whose

beck all nature stands obedient, that we are to

yolue. I these men are good and true in

other TS 4 d.  But

i there no praise of well-doing due to the man

ds from the early dawn

humble arti-

ks your slumbers by the din of

ustry, or even to the day-laborer,

y works that he may make the

home of rif and his little ones happy?

If men lead quict and peaceable lives, in god-

liness and hone sty, they merit esteem, irrespec-

tive of - rank and fortune. No matter

?\riml the exterior, the mind, the heart, the Life
M the man,
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Our country calls aloud for such men
these, OF restive, talkative, selfcommes

citizens, who have nothing to do but 15
care of the public welfare, we have en
and more than enough. Of youth who'f
liberties, and push themselves forward,
have no reverence for age or office, we
enough and more than encugh. But we
o great incrense of such men as can st
home, and read the Bible, and train apth
children in the fear of God. The land
for modest, quiel, sober-minded youthy
think it no disparagement to themselve
rige up before the ancient, and treat gray
with respeet.

1 we take these views of man, 5o nobili

forming the conneoting link botween hesy
and earth ; endued with such eapncitios fori
provement that he may, with the Divioe
ing, elevate himself almost to an angel's sph
nnd so associnted with others, that he is

to be good, and do good for their sake a8
ns his own; snd not be sensible of his el
inherent greatness? Oh! to be a man it


cn.ro
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proper, distinctive, ennobling sense of the term,

is honor enough for any buman being. He
doos not need offiee, or wealth, or external
and power eould be of
All these are but appen-
allotment in the world, and are as
i the man himself as he is from

ves in, or the o b wears,

Now, how may each of yon BE SUCH A MA
In order to gain & prize like this you must
be men in understanding.” God has hlessed
you with intellectunl faculties capable of vasy
improvement. These you arve to eultivate with
the most assiduous care. Never forget that
meind i your very best posseagon, and that so
10 truin it by study, by observation, aud by re-
flection, that its varions powers may be prop-
erly developed, and suitabls preparation thus
b6 made for the daties before you, is o point
of very great importance.  Every young man
i8 wanting to himself as well ns wanting to his
God who does not act upon the trath of this
Temark, The more his mental fagulties are
enlarged—provided only that hiz eonscience
4nd Lis heart be not neglectsd—the better will
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b find himself furnished unto every
work.

You need internal, independent resonn
Men cannot always be engaged in buyibg &
selling and getting gain,  There are inte
when they are necessarily thrown back
Ahomsehves, and i happy st all they
80 in the state of their own minds, the
ing of their own thoughts, Besides, m
man anticipates the day when he will
loose from the drudgery of business. He
to have at least n fow quiet years towands
it shall be
longer necessary for him to mingle in the
tle of the world. But how is he to be
for this? Nobody in the world is gen
more wretched than o retired man
mental resources, He had better toil on'$
the grav «

end of his pilgrimage, whe

pvers him.

The weans of improvement are within
reach, None of yon are 8o poor or o bu
not to be able to purchnse enough of
and find enough of time for reading, to

very important acquisitions. If your b
are set upon gaining knowledge, yom
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ment, The excellent Thr, §

commenced his edueation, after th Is of the

day wore over, by the light of the kitwchen-fire.
.lo.!.u Ne v studied Geometry in A

deawing his figures in the sand. A resolute

parpase is almost sure 19 acoomplish winders

Employ the hours of the Sabbath in improv-

ing yourselves as rationsl, accountable beings.

Here you have one whole day out of seven—

rout of seven, and won years out

of sy given yon this EXpIress purpose,

What an opportunity for each of you to carry

on the great wark of aducat ¥ you do

Bt beeome intelligent, the fanlt is all yoar own,

Pardon me if I commend to you the !ml.

luable souree of instruction, In-

¢ man to seeure for himself a seas

me church, and attend rogulacly upon

ministry, and 1 venture to af-

see the effeet of iy, inan

nent of his mind, a refinement of his

general self-respect and fitness

, which otherwise he would never at.

The money which ought to be thus
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Inid ooy, will generadly Yo spent for rides
pleasare, for tavern | or theatrical orotl

amusements,

Vaspeoinlly gualify yonrselves for soime 18
ticalar calling. It wes often ssid by Mads
de Stael, who had flled the world with
fame ws a wonsan and an sathor, The
value myself most upon, s that I have no Jes
than seventeen different trades, by any casgl
b I could esrn my hiviog, if it weran
7. This is true pobility. Cherish

ing, ad it will give you o sense of ind
dence and of conseigus dignity, which n
finement of manners, and no trappings
fortune ean ever bestow. i

Agnin, be open and decided (Tristiana, [

You cannot but feel, that man is » poor; 48
pendent ereatore, in need of merey which €
olai}' can hq:-t-\u\'r and t'Kj'\'rA'li 10 BOTTOWE WAl
God oply ean relieve. It is but mockes
yourselves 40 oy to think otherwise
Iy

st be consvions that you want some @
spenk peace to you, when your eyelids |
Lieawy with pain, and your cheeks nre cay
with tears, * and nll the daughters of music &8
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low." Giddy friends are miserablo

r help, cun point you to the s

hope, and tell you of the blood which ¢}

from all

be assured, is no inefficient ele
ment in formation of chars . On the
goutrnry, nothing tkes so strong a hold on
ng T es 80 fully down to the
uves of conduct, nothing exerts so
t an influence in shaping the course and
fixing the state of man. Tts seat is the inmost
where law and conscience meet, and

esence of the ¥ 3 nah" is fel

iber of the sonl is the spot

which it chooses for itself, and there, intro-
dueing God as the speaker, and homan being
and blessedness as the topie, it supplies ineen-
tives for all that is noble in purpose and ele
vated in deport as nothing else can. But
then it must be the , cordially em.
bruced and fnithfully practised. HIf the light
that i ou be darkness, how great is that
darkoess "
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It is not placing your name at the j‘ung
carefully constructed oreed, ot going o
often throngh the mere forms of devoti
becoming fired with zeal for some pa
phase of Christianity, to the neglecy of g
don life and its sanctifying power, that
avail, To go thus far and no farther
only narrow the mind and corrupt the l
Thig leind of veligion will be sure o
you morose snd repulsive.  But be such O
tians as was Boyle, or Hale, or Wilberfiros
be such Christinns as can be found by 4
fands in every part of the land, and you !
be the batter for ity for this life and the
come.

On this point 1 speak ecarnestly, for T sl
deeply.  Adopt tbe religion of the Bible—th
religion which exalts Giod on the throng of
universe, and lays map low in the dust st
footstool—that religion which lrings the re
ities of eternity near, and yet dovs notove
the concerns of time—that religion which B
s with & deep sud heartfelt convistion
the evil of sin, and onds with a crown of g
eousness—that religion which is afraid of @
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fending God, and. is afraid of nothing else—
that religion which led the danghter of the im-
mortal Knox, when told by King James that
he wonld !u;l‘-‘]nn her husband if she would

persunde him to submit, to lift ap her apron

and say, 4 I'd rather have his head here'—that
religion which strock out the first spark of real
1 in England—that religion which put
praises of God into the mouths of the
Puritans, and nerved their arms for vietory—
that religion, in short, which teaches all men
to do justly, and love morey, and walk hum-
bly with God; and whatever else it accom-
plishes for you, be sure it will never invest
you with feeble and undecided traits of char-
aoter,

Diecide this question by all past and present
history. Where is it on this broad carth thas
man rises nearest o his true position as o m-
tiogal, immortal being, and all the sweot char-
ities of homeand domestic life are most fully
tasted, und character and property and life are
best sccured? It is where the word of God is
read, and the facts of the fll of Adam and the
Tedemption by Christ are received, and the
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dovtrines of a fimal judgment and an @
hegven and hell are believed. These
constitute the ina of a fuir reputat
You can be infidels if you will, and 8
the new bisth, and » life of Guth on
of God, and the consolations of the
but if you do, you will never bo men,
i abwnys smne radical defeot in sach o
ter, Intelligence of o certuin sort there
be, and a general morality of & vague ke
there may be, but as for open, cordial,
manliness it is not and cannct be thers,
Then erown all, by living o virtuous e
This you will do if your hearts are right
God. It just ae much o law of prace, th
good conversation will accompany & good ¢
scierve, ok it is o Jaw of nature that good
will be produced by a good tree.  These £hi
always go together. If a wan is unkind
family, churlish in his intercourse with
neighbors, and deceitfitl in his dealings
b world, yon need not tel) me what b
the church. A false profession may be s
but no one ever yet had the mind which
in Christ Jesus without being rendered
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1l the relations and duties of life. Unbri-
passions are not the product of good prin-

les.
fler mo to press this thought upon your
1. Onee get right in your views of
Gied and his truth, and you will not fiil to be
honest, npright men, whose word will always
wm others what you mean and what you
wl to do, sad whose wholp deportment
will bo fair and consistent. T know you are
ander no obligations to gay all you think to
anybody and everybody. This no one has a
pd,  But mark ; thers is a wide
enee betwoen wearing your heart outside
s, 40 be gazed ot and commented on by
passer-by, and wearing a false heart

within, which no one can respect, and in which

no one can confide,  Resolye above all things

to be sincers, straight-forward men. Be con.
tent to plough the ground, or plane a board, or
make a ghoe if Providence allot you such
work., But be troe, be honest, be faithful. A
gilded equipage can do but little, for & real,
gincere, ingennous man,

Resist the beginnings of evil. Young men
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onee started in the wrong direction, know
whers to stop, Led on from smalior to g
induigences, they gradualiy lose their sens
shame, their tendermess of conscience, and §
fear of God ; until to meet the cost of some
bidden pleasure, they take o step which &
the heart of parenis, forfeits the conl
friends, and consigns them o public co
In secking to extricate themselves from
evil they rush into a greater. Instance
thiz sort odeur everywhere, -

Nor is the worst yet told. Mulsitndes &
infituated enough to call all this man
They break lovse frum the restruints of the
ternal roof, cast off the shackles of early s
cipline, and yield to the clamors of del
appetites—they despise the counsels of &

ence, put on the swaggering airs ofa
and talk as if liberty meant Licentious
they wipe off the kiss imprinted upon
cheek at the last parting by o tender s
forget the advice of a vensrable fniher,
trwmple under foot the tears of 4 fond motl
they give up the Bible, forsake the house
God, nnd vichde the sanetity of the Salbl



MANLIXESS 1N YOUTIL 084

in & word, they use the profune oath, pass
around the merry gloss and affiot to have no
dread of damnation; and then have the hanli-
hood to turn round and pretend that this is
liberty, that this is independence, that this is

acting manfully,
My young friends, T have used plain lan-
gunge; and how could I do otherwise? I feel

that T have been epeaking for parents, some of
whom are fiir away, it may be, gone 1o a betier
workd, 1 feel that I bave spoken in behalf of
thase whoge kindred you are o espouse, and
whose offices you are tw fill. Nay more. 1
fieol that I have been discharging my duty as
a minister of Christ, and I muast be faithful.

Learn then to set & high value on your own
being. God himself has magnified you, by
giving yo intelloetual nature—by endow-
ing yon h ea ies for improvement—
by eonferding upon you the attribute of im-
martality ; and sbove all, by sending his Son
from heaven to die on your bebalf,  Will
You tread all these lofty advantages in the
dust? Cun you consent to be anything less
than men ?
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Many never beeome men in this senses o
word, They attain to the years, the
the estate of manhood, but there is no
manliness, no elevation of fesling, no prop
sense of selfrespect, no magnifying of
own existenoe,  They need guardians all
lifa long.  The same frivolity, the syme §
e, the saoe Weonsiderstences, the same
of gelf-relinnes which marked their gondy
fifteen, marks it at twenty-five or thirky,
you must avoid, and with the passing aws)
the period of your pupilage, put on the

ness and energy of men,

Act always according to your own
judgment. | know that there is o strougy
tive propensity in man to pursue a downws
course; but there is a ¢ounteracting
nee, or eall it the se
impilses of the Spirit—which urges him to

within—eall it conaei

God, there iz another voioe which i au
lently and solemnly to command him in
other direction. I know that il he follow:
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Hyght of truth, & sensation of the purest pleasure
will spring up in hiz bosom; but if he fall

prostrate before his baser passions, he will
plont thorns in his pillow which cannot be

exiracte
It is well for you to lay your nccount with
trials. They are necessary to make men, Sol-
diers are not formed on the parade-ground, bat
in the battle-field. Generals do not acquire
the i ion on review-days, but while
leading on their hosts to the fatal charge, Al
most all valuable men are made so by diffieul-
ties. Think it not strange if the young lawyer
has to wait for hisclients. Deem it no marvel
if the young physician sces the messenger from
the sick-bed ride by his own door. Begard it
not as A surprising thing, that the young mer-
chant cannot go on, at once, as his father did.
Impaticnee is one of the evils of the land, OQur
youth will not wait. They try to be mon too
BOOTL.
ulties borne manfully, teach the aspi-
after wealth and honor, perseverance.
They admir cantion. They lead him to
feel the need of laying & good foundation for
19
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time to come. They make him humble,
show him that the way of man is not ind
They admonish him that the race is
nlways to the swift, nor the battle tothe &
'hey impel him to say, “If the Lord w
ghall live, and do this or that|"

Much is demanded at your hands, Thels
of your fathers’ sepulehres calls upon
staud fast by ler true interests, and to
it that no evil befulls her, which your g
charnoter and honest zeal can avert,
world of ours, “groaning and travaili
pain until now,” over the effeets of the gn

apostasy, stretehes out her imploring
and asks you to holp forward the day of
deliverance and of *the manifestation
sons of God.”  Above all, the God who'm
you, stoops from bis throne in heavens
beckons you so to fight the good figh
you may receive the crown, which “the
the righteous judge, will give you nt that
O can you, will you, dare you be anything
men § d

Tt shall be well with such an one. Lok
lose all outward comforts, houses and
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and be stripped of friends,

forsaken by the smiles of fortune, and have a

1 come over his whole horizon ; no
. Nothing i gone but
nts of the outside. He has parted
with nothing which he cannot spare, The man
i# left, with a mind as clear, and a purpese as
firm, and & heart ps troe, as when i]"‘\‘ﬁ were
biri and friends numerous, and applanse
Joud. Daniel in the den of lions, is the very
Duniel who interpreted the king'sdream. Paul
in his workshop, is the same Paul who ad-
dressed the court of the Areopagus. A good
man in the hour of the deepest gloom, is just
what he was when the candle of the Lord
ne upon his tabernacle.  You trusted Him
then, you can trust Him now. He was fisith-
ful then, He is faithful stll,




CHAPTER XVL

THE BIDLE THE TOUNG MAN'S BOODE

My objject in this chapter is to hold np ik
Seriptures, a8 n book for your daily stod;
meditation,  There is no volume on ea
the volume of inspiration. Lay up
words of heavenly wisdom in your hes
bind them ns frontlets between your eyes,
nll will be safie for time and eternity.
ing ean harm you so long ns you take th
Bible as a “light to your feet and o
your path,”

1 may mmﬂy claim your earnest attes
while I converse with you about the bog
God. You will not turn wway when
pronch you with snch a message. The
the blessed Bible, as a volume for yo
my theme, and a theme worthy of an an
pen. Yoo need such a revelation 10 enligh
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o
Lot me enumerate a few of those features of
thie Bible which should commend it to your

your unie standing, and sanetify your heart,

regurdl,
1. It is inspired-—its thoughts are the thoughts
o e, and its words were chosen by the Floly

» man, young or old, will ever read the
ight, while he denies its trae origin,
The seeret of its power lies in the faet that s
is divine. While, in form and appearance,
the boak i= like other books, it bears upon ity
pages the imprimatur of the celestial world.
Its every chapter snd verse is a comitnion-
tion from God.

I cannot at present edfer upon an ex-
tended argument to prove the Divinity of the
Soriptures.  The merest outfine of evidenco
must suffice, Look at the miraeles wh

miracles wrought in open day,
presence of thousands of eredible
and competent witnesses. Recall & multitnde
of prophecies which have been fulfilled and
are fulfilling to this hour. Think how the
laws of Nature have been suspended, and the
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avents of ages controlled to cortify its ihd
wetor.  Then open the book itself) and o B
the purity of its sentiments, the splendorig
its diction, and the agresment of its parts. B
sider these points carefully, you &
not fuil to be convinoed that the Bible is e
and truly the book of God.

But there is wociber source of peool
more satisfactory to the mass of iptn
readers; T refor to what is called
evidence. Thousaods who are not in e
slances to master the argument derived
mirpeles and prophecy, are yet perfectly g
vinetd that the Bible js the word of
Their proof is that of the shepbend bojy
said of the sun, * I see its light, and T fae[
heat® They know where the S
originated, by the unmistakable
exeried in the yeading of thewm upow
own hearts, This is the argament of exp
rienee, nnd it has mighty power with
disposed minds, Here is a resting-place,
which none of the batteries of infidelity
frighten the humble believer. *“I told
#aid an unlettered Christian; recently, o

you o
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goevirsation with a Socinlisg Jecturer—4T 1old
hien that I was not scholar enough 1w o
with him on science, yet I knew, by my own
. that the Bible was troe, and that
t as well try to persuade mo that whas

l, as that what T read in

Beriptures 18 not inspired.”

then, befoved youth, when you

, that you are holding intercourse
with God himself. Thess thoughts these
prevepts, these doetrines, ave his. Everything
about the Book, its history and its devotions,
its stutites and its ordinances, its threatonit
and its promises, indicate its Divine origin
It neads no harbinger to introdoce it w men,
no herald to announee its approach. The
light which beams through its pages is light
from the cternal throne, and the truth which
it uttors is truth coming from the Shekinah.
Its voies is like that which our first parents
heard fn the midst of the tnses of the garden,
God himsoll is talking with you when you
upen theso leaves nud read thess wards,

2. T'his book is remarkable for 4 ape, and

its supernatural preseroation,
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If we he

» o spark of venerstion {oel

tiguity, onr veneration must be excited
ht of the Bi Tt is the oldest wri

extant. Iis

from the pyran
rock of Hored, the
of the Jordan, It s

Grypt, but from
Uz, and the b
s to us from
from Carmel, snd from Olivet. This
has outlived everything contemporary with i
Babylon has been overthrown, Troy bas §

ed, Jerusalew destroyed, bat the IN
Seriptures remain unbarmed ard unchay
The library of Proler

¥ Philadelphus

ished, but the history

f the bondage in Egy

TEImims,

lix

Weanay Nken #® to n monan
grandeur on the

st

in golitary

with evidences of 18 wrigin,
With the Bible in our hands, we Soon
nd by the very emdle of the world, and
it ndvancing fro

it wo lesrn the origin of nations and empi
Partions of it wore composed whon thers
ao other weitisgs il existence, and it
us of things which, bur for i1z chaptors,
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pever bave been known, The gmnd themos
of this wonderful volume are the original in-

pooenco, the sad spostasy, and the final
fern v of the race,  These are the sum of
the book, nnd on these the inspired penmen
delight to dwell.  Buat there an infinite
mght to fill up this q_‘ll:]lE»(-h:]]-»I“
y fire from the
work is so full, so
There i a wonder

on hore.

It bas chapters on the wi
and the congnest of Cansan,
v tarm over its leaves, wo read of the
raion of nations, the pl of sonntrivg,
a Saviour, Laws are hero
1 85 the world, and statutes are
h the race. Its wri
seore and a balf in number—shepherd
seers, pricsts and flshermen.  Begi
with the fist man, this one volur

the history of the hamany funily down

through the long period of forty centuries, in
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unbroken succession.  Not a page has
been  omitted—not o paragraph  has
I‘l'.'l-“('\i.

We may 4
nuthor, it has life
thomselves, and ru grinsg ]
in vain, To use the beautifu! thoughts of
other, Y If compelled somet
oth and be sl

in &3
sure like the witnesses in prophets
stand upon its feet again.  If mmuullecl to th
flnmes, it will come ont like the thres Heb

tpon it, Even if entombed in the
will, without fuil, like Iim of whose
it treats, rise again on the third, the app
day.” Fear not, my young [riends that
Seriptures will ever be put down by fore
fraud, No weapon of wit, or scorn, or ¢
formed against them ean prosper.

8. There is nn dwimitadle beaudy and sublim
i the very styls of the Bible,

This is a matter which cannot fuil 10 a)
the attention of every man of toste and e
ment. No room for diserepancy of
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The language of the Bible,

Y, its kind entreaties, its g

t8 hold appeals, and its touchi
1o, can never be safficiently admivad.

= in the most perfect degree botly the
and the terrible, the mild aud the majes
= and orators
ntiquity are 1»1. in the background. We

must turn to the writings of shephends, fisher-
men sud tent-makers, for the highest and pu-
rest specimens of genuine eloquence. Let
me refer you to o very few passages as ex-
Rmpies,

Arg you loaking beloved youth, for some-
thing tonder in incident, and uplnt.‘:hlrlll"‘ in
plot, and exquisite in narrative? We have it
in the Mible. Read the story of Joseph and
his brethren, of David and Goliath, of Daniel
in the den of lions, of Naomi and Ruth, and of

I il his father, It is imjmﬁs‘.h’.--
ive of suything more impressive. No

el mind can weary in perusing

, events =0 pleasantly put to-

struction given so unpretendingly.

ics will never wear out.  As long
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o8 the human heart retains any freshnes
life, it will be interested with the coat of m
colors, the sling and the stone, the p
thrice a day, the gleanivg after the e
and the fatted ealf. Tt is o bad sign when'
incidents Jose their power. .

Or is it the grand and majestio thatiy
would contemplate?  We have it in thes

ared pages. What ean equal the
deseription of the Most High, when he
sents him as “riding upon a cherub and 4]
opon the wings of the wind.” Hi
fells us, the Holy One stood and measnre
earth, he beheld and drove asunder th
rions, the everlasting mouniaing were
tered, the perpetual hills did bow," Paulg
out almost as il already in heaven, “O
where is thy sting, O grave whers is thy
tory I"  This is gonuine sublimity, the
ity not of language merely, but of en
eonception and thought, Compared with®
loftiest flights of uninspired genins, it &
like a mighty mountain above the ad
hills

If you are in search of fine writing, you'
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not search in vain, if you have the Pentateuch,
the Pealms, the Gaspels, and the Revelation
to study., There s more true besuty in the

¢ of the governor of Egypt making him-
self known to his brethren, or in the book
of Ruth, than in any work of fiction the world
has ever seen,  Where i there such & song as
the Canticles, or such condensed maxims as
the Proverbs, or such a description #= the
scene ot Sinad, or suoh a parable as the rich

man and Fazarus, or such o representation as
that of the angel sweariog that there shall be

time no longer? These things interest the

peasant a8 well a8 the yhilmn:}]}nn-r. The clild

of ten years delights in them no less than the
holar,

y youfg friends, would you soquire an

tive style of speaking or writing, learn to

draw from these wells of good Anglo-Saxon.

familiar with the orncles of God.

iing here is ornate and tosteful, while

b tho saue time, everythiog is strong and vig

orons, The lawyer should study the Bible,

aud so should the statesman, as well as the

preacher of the Gospel. Tt should be studied
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by the boy in his eff;

s ot lettor-writing,
paring to win the h
it cught to be

Ty the young mun pro
of ¢

e, As to style simply,
egarded as o model,
4. "This is the book wh

tere may socure the firvor o

e tolls s how st
an offended God,

Here we Jearn, what without it we o

never know, whonee wevame and whither o
ore going. It informs us whot v waa
ercation, what he has becoma by sin, and
e must be made by gmee.  No sconer did
first parents apostatize from God, than
were told of One who should in due time
penr 82 o deliverer,  Immedintely after
full, the whole ruee was placed nnder o dis
sation of merey.  God began at onee o
himself to men, in the person of % Med
through whom their restoration wis o
effected.

The Bible leaves us in no donht as to
faet, that we ar¢ all sinners io the sight of G
Its tenchings on the subject of man's total
pravity, ure too clear to be misnnderstood
too explicit to be explained away, Youn
fiud the sad tale told in one form or other b
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inrels, by prophets, by apestles, and by
st himself. With equal distinotness is tho
arntion made, that, without a pew birth,
ne can ses the kingdom of beaven, And

1 be God, the Bible does not leave us

enveloped in darkness as to the way of salva-
tior. It points us to the stwonement of the

Lord Jusus Chirist, as opening o way for the sin-
ner's reconcilintion with his Maker. And it
reveals o us the wonder-working grace of the
Spint 1o change the heart, The romedy 25
fully adequate to the disense. We bave only
to look to “the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world,” that we may not
but havo eternal life.
v you cannot be indifferent 88 to the
nsdee which you stand to your Maker.
Inr inquiry will arise in your minds in the
| ¢ walk, during the slecpless honrs of
vight, and while standing by the bed of a
dying friend, * Wherowith shall T come befors
the Lord, or bow myself before the Most
High Ged?" You must wish to know how
poor guilty sinners, as you fuel yourselves to
be, can be pardoned and saved.« Go then,
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study the 5lst Psalm—ponder the conyen
tion of Chnist with Nicodemus—read how b
futher weleomed home the returning prod
—hear with what tenderness the Spirit
the bride say “Come"” These are
which, let the proud and the skoptical
the ungodly think ss they will, are full
deep and commanding interest. King &
amidst fume and power aud prosperily,
fessed that he needed pardon for sin, and &
in death, and a home in the eternal
These are wants which the Bible alone su
plies. 3

Beloved youth, you need not be in ug
tainty as to the question of your fature |
fare. That Bible which you have i in
hands, hos guided millions upon
vile as yourselves, to the mansions of e
rest, In instances without number, it has |
pelled the darkness of the eoffin, the
and corruption. And what more conld
wish for? If you are polluted, this holy
speaks of a cleansing fountain; if guilty;
points to & eumse-removing sucrifice; and
fenrful, it - utters words of assurance.
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grand cxcellence is, that it makes plain the
path ta heaven,
5. The Bible is replete with conslation _fin
he weary and heawy lader.
arg aware that an inheritanes of gricf
st as sure to mortals, as the laws of Natur
an iolable. “Man 8 born to trouble as
the sparks fly upward.” Some parts of this
lgrimage seem more bright and cheerful
than others; bul, make what concession wo
s is n warfare, and carth & vole of tears,
No lung experience i8 Decessary o conviney
us that our very comforts contain the elements
of sortow., Tho dearest delichis we hore en-
joy only exposs us the mere to dissppoint-
ment, and open avenues:to the entrance of
pain.  This 35 the bard tenure by which we
told all earthly good.
Hafflr me to remind you, that you cannog
1 the endurance of evil., Aflliction will
it will come from your own mistakes,

it witl come from the frionds you love, and it
. from the hond of God. But where
will yau flee for refuge when the world il

bung in mourning? I this Jovely and booy-
an
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unt portion of life * you resemble birds,™ s
one, *which build their nests in the &
months of spring, while the folinge spresds
protection around them, Soon, however, 8

winter comes, and the leaves drop off; and
little habitation has nothing left but the
sticks and straw,”  How true to the life
picture like this! It reminds us of the ch
which often passes upon the joyous and me
hearted, when sickness approaches, and old'g
reaches out its palsied hand, Everything®
us and about us serves to impress the less

*Too low they build, who build Iwaeath the stan ™
.

Yes, let me assure you, trials you mi
meet, as a part of your allotment. But
the Bible, and read, * Whom the Lord low
bie chastensth, and scourgeth every son wha
he receiveth.” Look in upon the exp
of the saints, and see how it is, that throug
much tribulation they enter the kmgdnm
heaven. Think of the great cloud of witnes
who, like their Diving Master, have b
“made perfect through suffering” Hear
said, for your encouragement, * When th
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passest through the waters 1 will be with thee,

and through the rivers, they shall not over
flow thee”
[= not the Bible the best book for mourners?
angruage 18, “As one whom his niother
oth, 80 will I comfort you.”  Think of'
this, beloved youth, when your fomd hopes
are dushed to the ground, and pain seizes upon
you, snd friends are fir off Is there any
v tesource for an hour like this? * Bring
me a bhook," said the great Sir Walter Seott in
his last hours. * What book?" {nguired his
son-in-law Lockhart.  “Can yvou k" re
plied the dying man; “there is no book but
the Bible," True, thers is no book fora dying
hour but the Bible,

, beloved youth, let me nsk, will you
carcfully and prayerfully study the Bible? I
emnot tell you how much my heart is set
upon securing this one great object. Take
this bleased wolume, press it dhiiy to your
bosome, make it the man of your counsel, und
I dare promise that it will goide you safely
wmid pll the rogks and shoals which obstruct
your voyage, Here i85 to bo found that wis.
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dom which has length of days in her
band, and in ber left hand riches and
"The ways which this Holy Bool discloses,
ways of plensantness” and all  the
which it reveals *are peace” Never sh
despair of any one of you, whatever the
of the post you weoupy, il you will take
Bible with you, and often stop to ask ea
of the Most High. This will prove a
defence than munitions of rocks. With
a book for a companion, T shall expect 1o
you lifing up your heads manfolly,
pressing forward in the high read of duty.
What can I say to enhance the value
God's book in your eyes? Lot me beg
to carry it with you to your spprents
keep it in your bedroom as a clerk,
place it mmong your choicest volumes o
student,  One thing 1 dare promise
young man, the oftener and the ]n‘ngﬂ
read the Bible, the more will you love fo
it. Tts pages will be sweeter to yon ab:
than at twenty, and at seventy than at
The consolutions it offers, the promises it g
the prospects it imfolids, and the glories
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veals, will inorease in Hehness and fulnes to
the very end,  The last chapter read to you
before you go to your heavenly home, will
seem most delightfal of all,

Never shall I forget what emotions it awa-
kened in my bosom, s fow months ngo, to hear
an oged minister say, “ My sight is so gone
that I shall mover bo able to read another
chapter in the Holy Bikle) That venerable
saint has sinee been taken to his rest, but what
would he not have given, during the few days

ich then remained to Lim, for the privilege

of searching again those precious’ pages which
had so often soothed and cheered his heart in
the land of his pilgrimage. With equal in-
terest did I listen a fow days since o a
voung lady, while the cold sweat of geath was
upm Ler brow, as she recommended, in tones
angel sweetness, to her companions

, the daily and devout reading of the

It was plensant to see early lifo,

i4 case, fike advanced age in the other;

¢ to the value of the word of God.

sred, o little before his death, said o a

pions friend, * Read the Bible—read the Bible
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=-let no religious book take its place. It
beer. my hourly study.” Books about relj
may be uselul, but they are no substilute &
the gimple troths of the Bible. ;

Let me close with one recommendation,
I make it to every yonth who reads the
poges—it is that you never suffer a day
your lives to pass without reading at leasts
chapter of the Bible. Do this whils liv
quiefly in your father's house; do it wh
foreed out into the world to breast its
culties and struggle with its storms. Keep
blessed Bible by your side, and let its pree
doctrines and precepts dwell in you richly
all wisdom. 1 sholl expect you thus to b
come useful and honomble men, ns well
sincere and devout Christinng, Under
guidanee of this Divine light, you will
gafely in the way.




CHAPTER XVIL
CHAIET—AN EXAMPLE TO YOURNO MEN

THERE i8 ong safo model character, No al-
| nee need be made for him, whose early life
I deom it my high privilege now w portray.
Of the blessed Jesus, who was born of u wo-
man, and ked kis dwelling among men, It may
with truth be affirmed, that he never betrayed

# bad temper, pever spoke an idle word, and

never did & wrong act.  From the first, his

arpeier was g perfoet character, and his life

a perfect life. In the tenderness of infun-

ey, in the bloom of youth, in the maturity of

i he did no #in, neither was guile
found in his mouth.”

How bLeautiful is anch a picture] Wae love
to be assured that the lifo of the Son of God on
varth wos no less complete as o pattern, than
his desth on the oross was complete as a sacri-
fice. All in detail js not given that we per-
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baps could have wished; but enough is
vealed to shiow that his conduct as a
worthy of universal imitation. So muech
Be like all men in the rials he was called
bear, and in the duties be was appointed
perform, that you may well be invited to wi
in his steps. De what the Saviour whs
you will be all that fond parents and
friends could desire, No higher objeet |
awaken your aspirations,

1. Reflect upon the perfect ProNess of O
to be an cxmnplc for the young. This
point, which T am pvrsumfud, none of us
der a8 we should. We are too much in
habit of thinking of the Son of God, 45 & be
g0 entirely of a different onder and ane
world, that he can scarcely cnter experi
tally into our feelings, or have any
sympathy with us in our sorrows, Tiis
to get a full impression of his onencss wi
children of men, and the interest which hi
tukes in our welfare, But this is a o

tory to the glory of his name, as M
Let me set you right here. v
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Thut spotiess charaoter which T bow present
1, s tho charmoter of one i your very na-
The real humanity of him whom all the

s of God worship, you searcely need bo

. is 08 fundamental an article of the Chris-

s ored, as is his proper divinity, Whatever
apparent contrriety there is between them, you
must put the two characters togother ; Maker,
anid Elder Brother; existing from eternity, yet
born in the days of Herod the king; the Word
miade flesh and dwelling among us. It would
no less effectually undermine the religion of
vel, and take away the foundation of

nuer's hope, to show that Jesus was not

v and in fact & man, than it would to
show that he was not truly and in fact God,
There may be a diffieulty in coneelving of him
in both lights at one and the sme moment.
How He, who was to be called the Son of the
Highest, and 86 whom the Lord God was to
givé the throne of David, and who was to
reign over the house of Jacob forever, could
lso be the babe of Bethlebem, the hoy in the
temple, and the youog man of Nuzareth, we
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dl4

cannot tell. Suffice it to say that “thus it
written.” The Bible reveals it a8 & fiot
Call the statement mysterious, if you ph
that the infant in the manger should be th
Creator of the world, and that the child th
asked questions of the dootors should
“the Wisdom of God,” and that the
Christ Jesus should be “ihe Lord our #
eousness”—it is no more mysterious than ¢
union of yourown soul and body, and non
difficalt of comprebension.
T make no attempt, in holding up to you
bright exnmpls, to explain the dootring
two-fold natare in the ove person of Chi
Sufficient is it for all useful purposes, that it
revealod us o truth, which we are to receive,
and wherein we are to stand ; and that we e
gee the connection of this precious truth wi
everything that is vital in expericnog, |
everything that is correct in deportment.
God, Jesus made the world, searches the I
is presont where two or three meet in his®
governs the universe, will raise the dead, an
conduct the final judgment; while as man |
rested by the well of Samaria, wept at
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grave of Lazaras, washed the disciples’ feet,
and ate of the broiled fish and hopey-comb.
You must hold fust here, as to lifke itzelfl
Never forget that Jesus is yoar Kinsman, as
well as your Judge, As really was he a child
in his mother's arms, and as really did he grow
up in the home of his parents, and a8 really did
lie buffet the temptations of life, as any other
of the gons of raen. In this way alone could
he have become a perfect example for your
imitation,

I present to you also, the character of one,
who subjected himself to your condition Not
in appearanoce merely, but in deed and in trath,
dul Christ take upon him the infirmities, and
bear the sorrows of & son of Adsm. 8o fur a8
respeots suscepyibilities, wmental sod physical,
he was “made like unto his brethren;” sub-
sisting ns they do, and feeling both joy and
gricl gs they feel them, Tn all these re
spects he was as you are, His body, like
yours, needed food, elothing snd sleep; hia
lands, like yours, could be hardened with
toil; his flesh, liko yours, might be Iacerated
with stripes, and-his mind, like yours, could
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be haraseed and perplexed. If you havest
e, =0 had He. If you need encotragen
so did he. Satan conld tempt him.  His
miea conld give him trouble. The sold
could erucify kim, MHis Father's soun
could fill him with joy, e could be anima
by hope.

So far as the discharge of duty, and e
ranee of suflerings, and exposure to hardsh
nnd confliet with temptations were involy
the candition 0 whick Christ stooped, difl
in no essential partioulsr from that of m
men, Though he could bear his burden
ter, for he could bear it without impat
without unbelief, withont repining, this by
means proves that he felt it the less, o
uny firwer torrs on its acoottit,

Take away sin, and its accompanying dres
of the future, and the Saviour's condition
as is yours, With this exception, you ha
not a difficulty which did not press with og
weight upon him, nor a sorrow to which |
heart was not equally exposed.  His f
could be hurt by ill-treatmont as easily
yours, and he could weep over the negleet
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sod friends as sincerely as you.  Is yonr

h?  Christ's was still more s0.  Aro

mea distressed? So was he.  The

his wos not a

strapger to, und the hopes which may gild

your closing hour, are hopes which shed their

inflience on his death. How fitted to be an
example!

Agnin, Jesns wos onee of the very age which
you hsve now reached. The thirty years
which e spemt on carth before entering on
tho work of his public ministry, included the
period of ehildhood and youth, There was a

sy for thin. I it was a season of compara-
tive obsourity, it was not a lest season, It
gave him  faller experience of human lifs in
its carly gldness and grief, and it enabled him
to furnish & pattern for those who most ur-
gently noed it What he felt of pain and
weakness 18 o ohild, and what ke knew of eare

and lubor oy a youth, serve to render his ex-

nmple the more neelul.

It wos not as an pged mi, iu.-mling under
the infirmities of years, that Jesus was seen
erossing the hills and traversing the valleys of
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i Juden. He was seen in Nazareth, not ason
whose head i3 covered with the frosts of m
‘ winters, but as a child by his mother's side,
n boy in his father's shop, and a8 a youth
J' his allotted work. His time of life was jost

that which we contemplate with the .]m
interest, 3
Can you think with indifference of the M
that Jesus once stood, in age, exnctly where
younow stand?  The precise number of we
and months, and years which have gone o
| your heads, went over his also.  Your gire
stanees at this critical period, he cannot o
look; he remembers his own ot the same p

od of life,

‘ 2. Let me name some of those VIR
| which the example of Christ inculeates for
young. A wide field opens hore, inviting
cnh‘.ﬂlmﬁ, and prcummug richly to reward
| £x The of tor of Jesus wos

11

b grand ¢ lation of e: :
everything pure, and troe, and lovely, and
good report. It is adapted to all men, and 1
countries, and all plimes. 1 ean dwel] only
a fow items:

«mb
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Christ was distingnished for the vmprovement
he made in the morning of life. His youth
not wasted in indolewee, or lost in self-in.
ence, or frittered away in things of no
Neme of the hours of the holy ehild

s WeTe nisspent, none were Tnisappropri-

v of the in.

spired orncles, that he incrensed “in wisdom,
und stature, and in favor with God and man.”

uls of other children and

The word of God no doubt was his

il we may well conelude thut he med-

itateel therein day and night. He loved the
sppointed gervices of Gods house It pray-

ors and ity praises were his delight.

However destitute Christ may have been of
such literary advantages as are now justly
, of one thing wo are assured, bo was

sodl with the assidnous attentions of & wise
und good mother—a mother who had received
her child as a special gift of God, and who re-
garded him with mingled tenderness and ven
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eration. Never did woman, befors or &
perform g0 delightful a task. Can you e
ceive of anything rgore touching? Mary.
sitting with the boly child Jesus by her i
and they read together out of the hook of
| law. Her heart overflows with tenderness,
| und his heart overflows with gratitude. Every
| day she witnesses his improvement, and every
! day he repays her ¢arc by his tender attentions,
| T am well aware that this is trending ups
| ground where the imagination must
[ suffored to run wilde.  'We must not lose
of the fuet, that Jesus wos *the mighty Go
as well as the babe of Bethlehem; thay hu
not ouly the boy twelve years of age
and asking questions, but was p
the attributes of Deity. This point has, T
! been sufficiently guarded. The Godhend
not be furgotten, while we are contem
| bis manbood.  88l), to ges the full bened
his example, we should consider it in all
aspects presented in the holy Seriptures.
Jesus oo was dutéfid to his parents,
This 15 one of the Joveliest featuresin thep
ture before us, The sacred writers are ca

3
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to say, that he was subject to Joseph and Mary,
comsulting their wishes, submitting to their ans
und obeying their commands. Never

s give them one tooment's pain by impa-

or forgetfulness, or want of respect
did he fail to satisfy all their just ex-
pectations, It is the conenrrent testimony, of

ull early Chureh bistory, that Jesus learned the
trade which his reputed father practised, and
thus cheerfully contributed to the comfort and
maintenanes of the family of which he wasa
member.  He did not suffer his parents to toil
while ho trifled, or to wear themselves out,
le he ate the bread of idloness. Such a
chit in alwnys sad, snd we sy be assared, it
wis not wi i in the | hold of which
the holy ehild Jesos wns an inmate,

I love to think of Christ as an obedient, du-
tiful son, the son of poor parents; taught be.
times to labor with his hands, and by the
cheerfulness of his spirit, and the correctuess
of his deportment, filling the lowly dwelling
in which they lived, with light and joy and
peace.  How different this from the condunct
of many an idle, restless, wayward child, dis-

21
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dua THE SPRING-TIME OF LIFE

turbing the serenity of his father's fireside,
and piereing lis mother’s heart with bitter
sorrows! Such an one, whatever his talents
or advantages, has not the mind that was in
Christ.

Reflect, my young friends, upon the conduet
of the Son of God, if ever temptoed to swerve
from the commands of him that begat you, and
to disregard the entrestics of her that bare
you. In turning s deafl ear to their requisis
tions, you will most assuredly wrong your@wn
souls. Jesus delighted to honor his parents
nnd so must you, if ¥ your days are to be long
upon the land that the Lord your God giveth
you." Alas, how little is that son like Christy
who is careless whether b make home bappy
or misernble!  Whatever beauty of counte-
nance, comeliness of person, or brightness of
tulent he possesses, he bears no resemblance
to the holy child Jesus.

Again, besides being diligent and duhﬁﬂ,
Christ wns truly and eminently pions. Lave
to God ruled his heart, not only controlling
every inwand emotion, but finding expression
in all suitable outward scts. How cordially
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spiritual and heartfelt communion with God,
and never without some act of tender and con-
siforate benevolence, 1
Take the eonduct of the blessed Saviour fop
thirty-three yeans together, and what an ex-
ample does it furnish of sincere and elevated
piety! How serious is his frame of spirit, and
yet how plessant! How devotional, and yes
how cheerful! How steadfust, and yet how
mild! How courageous, and yet how condes
soonding ! At all times and under all cirofime
stances, he was just what every child, every
youth, and every mun should be. é
Now, what can 1 do better than to urge youy
my young friends, to take the holy child Jesos
a8 u pattern, and walk in his steps? Do this
and youw will mever gricve a father's or @
mother's heart. Do this, and you will neves
muke a brother or a sister blush. Do this
and you will never disappoint the hopes of the -
church of God. Do this, and vou will not
fail to be a blessing to the world, You will be
all that the wisest benevolence could desire, iy
in temper and deportment, you are like the
youthful Saviour,
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Bear with me while I press this suggestion,
and love,
s und

Other names are worthy of respeo
but here is a nume which stands out »
alone,  What, beloved youth, is Joseph, or

Jusinh, or John, compared with the holy chilid
Jesug, They were dutiful, but they sometimes
pave way to ill feelings and temper. They
were pions, but their hearts sometimes wander-
ed from God. They were examples of good-
nezs, yet it wonld not always be safe to follow
them, But here there is no defect, no draw-
back, no alloy, I wish the youngest of you
to remember that there was & person in the

world of your very age who never had an ill
feeling, never uttered a wicked word, and
never did a wrong set.  Think what a life the
bleased Savipur lived, at the same season
throngh which yon are now passing. Learn
to conteraplate hitm as he lies tn the manger,
or rests on his mother's bosom, or enters the
carpenter’s shop, or puts questions in the tem-
plo, with adoration and Jove. IF he be your
Redeemer, he is at the same time your exam
ple, and you are to walk in his steps.

This is o topie which none can exhaust
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mmuyiion with his Heavenly

is no renson why you should

or be disheartened.
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BLLIGION THE PRIRCIFAL THING
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