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THE 1'OOR-HOlSJs; 

Willi MAKETII US TO DIFFER! 

"Mv dear children. I wish you 
would try and be more quiet j or, 
if you mu>t play so noisy a game, 
pray go into some othi r pari of the 
house," said Mr. Taylor, to his foiq 
Ihrely little children, who were in 
the midst of a game of hide-and-
* ck. 

"Why, father, I though! you al-
liked i" see us enjoy our-

•• IM -." said little Lucy 
r B 

J 
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• S I do, my darling daughter; 
lini ii"\v that [amso much occupied 
at my office, and have so little time 

I" -pi ml at home. I love to sit down 

.'ii Qua pleasant twilight hour, and 

bare a chat "iil» your motlier 
and Annl Mary, without being dis-

turbed by wch a noise, that ii is 

impossible to hear myself or Ihem 
Bpeafc" 

• • \ V , | l . r ; i l l . . r . " . l i l | S n ] , | l i ; | . - | l i n t 

i- llie very reason we :ire «> iiui\v : I 

bean, because ii i- twilight: and I 
cannol -ii and knit like Aunt Mary, 

there, without looking on, asd ii 

is too dark for the boys anil l.nei 

i" look ni pictun - or to read ] *nd 

so wc always begin to play somi 

game: and il i-. BO much pli 
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in stay in the parlour, "lure you 
all are, than to go offby ourselves." 

•• I know what would k< ep as 
quiet," said Henry; -if Ann) Marj 
would only be so kind as to tell us 
one of her interesting stories; the 
knows so many." 

Tin- children all gathered with 
beseeching looks about Aunt Mary, 
who exclaimed: "Another story, 
children! Why. I am afraid, I 
have quite exhausted my stock of 
i i i j . " 

"Oli. aunty," -aid little Willy, 
••vim know you can always make 
a pretty story oul of nothing." 

•• Oul of nothing, Willy? No. my 
boy, I never tell yon any stories 
that an- not founded upon -

thing that lias real!] occurred." 
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•• Wilh looked as if he though 
he had made some mistake, but 
iliil DO! know how to meiid the 
l l la t l iT." 

•• I know "hat Willy means," 
•aidSophia;^he means Aunl Mar; 

always has something ••» tt-n us of 

what she has seen and heard, that 
makes an inttrcsting story In 11-." 

• res ," said Willy. •- ihat is just 
what I meant, Aunl Mary." 

-Well , i over here hy this 

window, then, my children, so u 
not to disturb father and mother, 
and sit down around me$ and you. 
my little Willy, jump op on mj 
Knee, and 1 will b y to tell you of 
a MI n< of my childhood, which I 
never have forgotten, and never 
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shall forget, as long as memory 
la-K" 

The children all listened willi 
greal atti ntion, while Aunt Mary 
B latod io tlitJin the storv of her 
\isii to iln 

POOR-HOUSE. 
•• My dear children, when I was 

a little girl, I had a happy home, 
and lived with my father and mo
ther, and had little brothers and 
Bstersarouiid me,and waa md alone 
in the world as I am DOW." 

"Alone, Aunt .Alan '" asked So
phia. in rather a ivpruaehl'iil tone. 

•• Right, Mary." [ghould ii"i have 
said that: as long as 1 bare a plea
sant home with yonr dear pan nts, 
ami Mm. my little pets, aroiind me. 

file:///isii


10 Til l : POOB-nOPSE. 

I III vi r r • I lonclj . llni all of my 
pwndnir family and early fnenda 

And your dew fatln r, 
me only son of B n rj di ar l>m(ln r 
of mine who died many yi 
i- the 1'iilv relative I have lefl i" 
tin- world." 

•• v. -." -:iii| Sophia, "and I have 
often beard father wonder what 
would tare become of him, when 
both hi- parents were dead, if Aunt 
Mary had nol taken him, and taken 
pare of him, and brought him up 
till he could take care of him* If." 

• V. -. and of hi i too," added 
Aiini Mary, •• llm li i u 
with my story: We lived in a 
beautiful village, in the 
pari of ilii- Sui t , and niy uncle, 

9m**m> 
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Mr, Williams, was the minister of 
another very pretty village, which 
Was only al><ml fifteen or. sixteen 
miles from the one in which «c 
resided: so that our families often 
\ i-ii'il each "tin r. and 1 was a great 
deal with my lit tie cousins, of whom 
1 was very fond. 

One day my Uncle William-
ram' "v. v I" our village, on some 
business, and as be was about lo 
return home, he begged my mother 
to let him Ink.' me back with him. 

promising to return me safely, a 
week from the day on which we 
started. And very happy «.i- I 
when my mother consented : for 
I always loved very much to go 

to my Ancle's, and always enjoyed 
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I riilc- with him. IK- bad • n n 
peasant w:i_v with chililiMi. and 
especially when conveising on the 
subjcctofreligkmj so that, although 
I dreaded very much to hati Bonn 
persona speak I" me on thai subject, 
I was always ghul , 0 toM* about 
it when with him. 

I bail been (here nearly a wet l.. 
when, mi the morning before I was 
i" lea^e nun, while we were * 't"i 
;ii the breakfast t.»1.1.. Uncle Wii-

• I in my aunt, " Well, dear, 
If yon uili gel ready your articles 
for old Martha, we will ride out 
in the Poor-House, and see her 
this morning. Sin- i- failing »ery 
last, and 1 ihink cannot last much 
longer." 
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- o . laili.i-. Cither, do let us go," 
said my little cousins; Annie and 
Kate, "and take cousin Maty ton 

i
ll is such a lovely lung ride out to 
the Ebor-House, and the Maj rosea 
must be out, by ihi- time, all along; 
the road." 

•• Wlini do yon say to that, mo
ther?" asked Uncle William-, who 
Den i could bear to refuse his chit 
drill any innocent gratification. 

•• Why, I really do not know, my 
dear," said my aunt. -They arc 

young to see the misery and 
suffering we witness ewrj time 
we go there; and often as I have 
-' i n it, I am alwaj mpjetely un-

f nerved by a visit to that almdi- n|' 

wretchedness, and feel <i•} -
; 
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iur -<-vi-i-ii days after. You know 

you will have i" rtaj DM re a long 

time to-day. a- ym haw -en i ,1 in 

vi~il and converse \\iili 1" ridi - old 
M a l l h a . " 

••Oli! well, well, mother,Iaee bj 

their looks they are crazy to go," 

said my kind unci'-: " my. little 

Ifolly here looks as l( the would 

Bke to say, • Please, nnole, take me,' 

and Ihey can run about and gather 

their wild roses, you know, whik 
we are in the house. So ii i 

tied that we should go, and v< is 

happy »!• were, and soon we all 

appeared ready and waiting on the 

Bteps lill the wagon should come 

round t*> the dour. \\V were in 

high glee, my little cousins and I. 

file:////iili
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on that pleasant May morning, and 
laughed and talked, never thinking 
that there WM any -iekness or suf
fering in the world; we were our
selves in such high health and 
Spirits, and all around us was so 
bright anil beautiful. At las! we 
reached the Poor-House; a long, 
high,comfortable looking building, 
enclosed iua spacious yard in which 
.1 fi w lame, miserable looking crea-

tures win bubbling about. 
Mj ancle and aunt got out of the 

wagon,and taking out thcirbaskctof 
comforts for old Martha, ffiey went 
into thehouse, after oharging us not 
to go out of sight of the wagon. 
Will, we began to play about, but 
had only picked a fi w roses, when 
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we beard a noise of loud shouting 
ami laughing, and saw, coming In
wards n>. a group n|" l'linr-lluii'i' 
bo; -. who all luil linii- -iick> in 
their hands with which Ihey were 
striking itt a poor creature w bo was 
in tin- midst nl ilii group, and who 
staggered about with an unsteady 
•ait, .HIII did nol even attempt in 
defend himself, though the l>".\-
were pushing him about and teas
ing him in every possible w IJ . We 
were v.ry uiueli frightened nl llie 
null in -» nl'llii -i boys, ami as Ihey 
came mar u< we >pranj! thmuirh 

. and ran towards Hie house 
for protection. Ai thai moment we 
saw at the window an elderly wo
man of respectable appearance, win 
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we afterwards found to lie (he 
matron of the Poor-House, or the 
one who hail the charge of llie 
women's dejiartiinxit. Sin spoke 
kindly to us, and said, •• Do not be 
afraid, little girls, il is only foolish 
Joe. He will mil harm anybody. 
The boys like to lease him now and 
lln ii. bill I will soon semi out and 
piii :i stop to that." 

••Where are my Inelc and Aunl 
William- " a-ki il I. lor my little 
cousins were too much frightened 
I" -peak. 

"Oh! you came with the milli
ter, did you •" said she. •• They are 
up iii the sick room, ami I think 
you had betti r uol go up there n<>«. 
for I should nol lie surprised if 
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old Martha ibould dieal an)•mo

ment. Cone with mi- u|i into tlir 
WOmen'e muni, ami -il down till 

they have finished Iheir visit" 
Little iliil she think what in t f-

fed Ihe lights with which she was 

so familiar would have upon Da, 
unaccustomed as we were to such 
scenes of sufleriiii;. In (bust- ilavs. 

children. not one ofthese Messed in-

-liiuiiuii- for the comfort sad edu
cation and cure of the afflicted poor, 

of which there an now • 

had been established. There was 

no home for the blind, ami the deaf 

and dumb, and tin insane, whose 

friends eould not or would Dot take 
care of then. There w e n no Or
phan \SVIIIMI-. n<i societies for the 

file:///svIiimi-
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relief »f thi- destitute and Ih 
formation of the wicked: hut all 
lli. x |«»T\vi ' i Iclni l i n MIIIIC- w e r e 

cimgrcgatrd together in the I'uiir-

11 .11 -•-; where, though thej were 
kindly treated on the whole, yet 
(here was no effort made to in-
simei iliem in any way, bul tiny 
\M re I1 H l" go on in (he ignorance 
in whieh they came there. Mi 
uncle bad interested himself very 
much in these poor creatures, anil 
did all lie could to instruct them, 
and in some eases w illi very happy 
re-nll-: lull still lie stood almost 

alone in this effort, anil as he hail 
a large eangregation in the village, 
nl course hi- time was very much 

occupied in other duties! Still he 
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visited • ln-ni H Often .1- In-i-mild. 
:iinl always w.nt down "11 Sunday 
.•ill' r n. aft 1 pn uUng twice t" 
bu own congn eatjon, ami colli cted 
these poor creatures, for whosi souls 
no MI.HI seemed to carc,and 
. ii in tin in the word of life. 

As the matron opened the door 
ofthe women's department, the first 
things I noticed were two long rows 
nf lulls, on each side of the large 
room: and among them, and sitting 
cm 111. in. .1 number of very mi-> -
ruble looking objects, some with 
their In 11I- bandagi d, sunn, with 
their anna in slings, some wiili 
crutches,and :ill appearing diseased 
or crippled in one waj or another. 
My heart turned sick al the nghl; 
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but.win iiiycyi-lii U:IM l" single I 
tome objects more utterly wretch, 
cil than ilii-n -i.i'nim whom I could 
dot withdraw mv attention, and 
tin- nu".t i -picuuii^ among these 
w.i- • woman who sal in • chair in 
the middle of the room, and who 
kept incessantly in motion, bands, 
feet and head j and sometimes her 
whole bod; would twitch cimvul-
-iv.iv. so thai ii was with great dif
ficulty -hr could kiqiiii her chair." 

•• o h ! what i- the matter with 
thai woman >" asked I of the ma
tron, who answered with what I 
thought a grcal wanl of feeling. 

"Shei on,she has go) S t Vim-'. 
dance, she fa the most troublesome 
one we have except the orasjronafl 
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for .-In lean il" clothes off of her, 
ami keeps ii- busy ;• 11 Ihr lime." 

••Jlim long baa -li»j been In n : " 
•- Five years last March*" 
••Anil baa -li»- been Btudrfng so 

a l l tli* l i i m • . " • 

"Every minute, except when 
she i- asleep, or when the minister 
]u-.i>- »iili In r: then she i- always 
quiet' 

I looked mop clout lyal the poor 
-iiiiii' r before me. Her I 
very pair ami thin, and there was 
a look of fatigue and weariness 
about In i- thai made ache i" 
look al hi r. • • hi revi r I tuned my 
eyi -. or whatevi r else I tried lo 
look ai. they always would turn 
bark, in spite of MM', to llii- poor 

I 
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creature; and (here the always 
sat, restless and shaking, m rei a 
momeol quiet, and yet Hun was 
a settled, c.ilm look on her face, 
which I ini-(n ik tor stupidity, for I 
did ii"i then know thai she wa« an 

example of the n signati fa pious 
heart to the will of her heavenlj 
Father, lint soon rnj attenlinn 

was arrested by a little child about 
two or three yean old, whocame 
tottering up t<i me, and gazed up 
into mj face. It looked sick, and 
miserable, and it- face w a dirty 

and its hair imemiihrd; but it had 

lovely large blue eyes, and I could 
-i e ill it it* face would be vcrj 
beautiful if it were only clean. 1 
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said. •• l'oor little CHSaturc," mvl i! 
seemi d Ip catch the unaccustomed 
toni • "i kindness, and clung lo me 
and tried to olimb int<• my lap; 

l"it I ( hi ii"! In at i" loach the 
IHtle neglected creature, though my 

ohed for her. Sn'ii .1 1.1II. 
slullisli luukiiii; unman came into 
the room, bringing with bera crnS 
of hard bread and a cup of milk 

ami II 

•• Come here, child," she oi led 
mil 10 Hi.- Milli' creature who looked 
.HIM .11.l1 al the cup. Inn clang 

- I v I" my dress at die ara 
the woman approaching In lake 
her. 

•• I' thi- your child.'" I asked. 

• • • i '•' 

11.l1
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•Mine! no; I gueti H i- not," 
answi red (he woman, ^\illi a c 
sort o( langh; •• bul it is put upon 
me i" lake care of mon - the pity-" 

- I- its mother di 
- No. she is nol (lead, lint sin- is 

down there among the ci 
"Oh! where are thi y?" asked my 

little cousin Kate, looking round 
her in terror. 

ttOh! they are I>1T in the wing, 
.-ill caged up." >.iiil the woman. 

•• Do yon nol hear them scream-

• n i l ' ,', H said I. "are (hose 
|n oplc I hear? I thought 

thai note came from the boys I 
saw in (he yard." 

3 

/ 
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• No, il bribe 01*39 people," saiil 
die, -ami vim cm bear Ihcmjod 

so any linii' of day, or night; Ibis 
young one's mother never will he 
any better,*] die might as nail be 
dead : and 1 do Dot see but I have 
got to lake care of the child .ill my 
Hfe." 

•• I may as well teO yon lure, 
cliililrrn." said Anni Mary,"thai 
before we [eft the poor-house, I loH 
niv aunt the Story of thja iiiimill s> 
linli- one. shr interceded with the 
natron fur her, and the child was 
soon taken out of the hands of the 
miserable woman who pretended 
in lake e m of her, much i" her 
irlii f. and pill 11111I11- the fare of a 



Tin: mon-norsr. 27 
-iekh lull kinil-lookiui yumir wo
man, who hail jii-l KM her own 
baby, and was verj ul.nl to take 
this little creature. I gave hersoml 
crackers thai I bad brought with 
nic and happening to lurreanapple. 
in my hai;. I rolled il In the other 
BVM of the mum. and asshe tottered 
after il we made bar escape into the 

hall, where, to our great relief. We 

met mv uncle who had just come 
down from oiii Martha's room, 
and bad left my aunt sitting bj hff. 
while he came to visit some oilier* 
in whom he was interested." 

* Why, children, how caine you 

here !" aski-il he. in a tone ofsiir-

pri-.-. as -IMIII ;is In- suv us. We lulil 

ul.nl
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him bow we had bw n fi i 
Into tlii- bouse by the boys, nnd of 
tbe dreadful Mollis ».- I 
11J.IV. 

'• \\i II 1 do lint fciinw. mvcliilil-
ri'ii."- liilniii-lr \\"[lli.iiii*.-• wln-lli. I 

i it ..r nut. I certainly 
should ii"i h we brongin' yon ben 
roluntarily, bol mm thai yon b a n 
In i ii in, and seen Uu datk side of 

tin' picture, we HUM n"t I"-'' thi-
li—mi il Irai'in-s. C'nllli- Willi DM 
ami -i i Imw it i- lighted ii|i l>y the 

Nugioa of Jesus, and what peace 
and i' -iun.ni-'ii. yes, and bappini sa 

i there i< even here," ami my 
uncle nppniiiih.il tbe door of tiio 
room \vi- bad just Ii it. 

11j.iv
nppniiiih.il
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"OhIdea* Father, pray do not 

take us back to thai mom," -aid 
tun- <>f my I i 111 •-<_-<• 11 - i 11 -; " l a m sure 

t h e n i- nothing but notary and 
trretchedness there. And oh, father, 
than is one woman then lhal i-
sucli a dnadful sighl! She shakes 

all over every minute, and looks 
M if she did not know any thing. 

"My little girl. she i- the very 
person I am going to take you (usee. 
Come with me, and you will gee 

that instead of knowing nothing. 

poor Susan has the best of all know
ledge, and. in the midst ofherporer-

ty and si,IV, riii:;. |,„... .., - , i,,....,,,. 
without which the wealthiest man 
on earth is poor." 

3-
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U P then led us «ij • I 
whose psJe, wan faoe lighted up 
with ;i i> eipn suon of pleasuri ns 
-In ..in m) ancle •ppraBcliing. I 
thought if I had seen that look on 
bet I'ni In lore I should nei 
thought she was stupid. Sbc (tied 
to conlri'l the motions ")'In-rlmml. 

pal it put in him,and as be 
took ii in hi- own, -in- -li'i i 

•• Oh .' sir, I limit vim I'm 
I tm u vim wi re in the 

I yon would 
an away without coining in to 
• I T i i n . " 

• NIL Susan, I never like hi go 
I iilmiit h u 

with vnu. Bon d lywi liml yoor-

M I I (.1 <I.IV ' " 
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"Thank yon. sir, much as ii-nal. 
I cannol be thankful enough for 
nn many mcrck-. and yet my rc-
ln llinii- hi'ari has been filled all day 
n iili longings to be in oM Martha's 
place; and 1 have thought what > 
bappini s ii would be, In be aa near 
Heaven and as m it n -1 u the is. 
This is In big ungrateful, for God is 
much better t" me than I deserve, 
and my cup runneth over with 
blessings." 

"Ami yet, Susan, tin K little girls 
have probably been dunking that 
vim couiii have nothing to be thank
ful foi) and thai life conld onii in 

a burden to you." 
" Oh! sir, tiny see only my poor 
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suffering body; they cannot know 
the peace that i- in Mj real." 

'• Hui still. SII-.HI. vmi remelimei 
wish for tin- InMir In COmc «In ii 
vmi «iii be released from suffer
ing ?" 

" I am afraid I do, sir, Inn inucli 
long in!- the time when I shall be 
permitted to be absent bom tin's 

poof n -ill .< hodv. and present fur 
rv.r willp tin- Lord. t)|i! how 
-\\i -I i- the idea lo me of r.'-t 
fur this weary bodj in the graven 
mid s t e n t ! rest for my son! in 
Heaven, liul F try lo be patient 
and wait God's lime. Y<t some
times I am tempted to a-fc. of what 
use can I be here. »l» re 1 can do 

Sii-.hi
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to any one, and am onljj :\ 
bnrdcn in HUM who have tin 
of mc i" 

•• Von arc not useless, Susan; you 
are of great use to me, and I hope 
will lie a lesson In these little girls 
which they will never forget For 
my part, I m ver eonti to ilii- place 
without the question forcing itself 
npon me at every step, "Who 
maketh thee i" • 11tl«-a•'" and I go 
borne, I hope, a better and wiser 
and more patient man, after everj 
\i-il to Hii- place; and here you 
may be doing good every day. and 
hour of your life, Susan, by the ex
ample of patience and Submission 
to the will of Cm!, which you may 

file:///i-il
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set In those around you who are 
not "i ran (j Wed .1- you are." 

"(Hi ' -ir. mj afflictions ire light 
compared with those ofeomeothers, 
Whenever I hear that poor maniac 
bowling and screaming I think 1 
can never l»- sufficiently thankful 
that my reason haa always been 
on servi (I. and that I can still praise 
my main r and pray i" him. And 
tin 11 every daj of my life I bless 
God 1l1.1t In- did not cut mo off in 
inv sin and repining, ami consign 
mi- soul to tlie place where it would 
In- eternally more n -Hi - than this 
poor body is now. Ami then,though 
l cannot hold tin- precious Bible, 
yet old blind Elsie there often 

1l1.1t
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(•nun - and sits by me and sings 
livinii-. and repeats passages of 
Scripture to ino. for she seems to 
have tin- Bible all by heart, -ir: and 
some of tin- rest read to me at 
times. My lii.iK uly Father is for 
better to me than I deserve." 

My uncle told her flint lie had 
nut Inns; In Slav, and asked if we 

should sing a hymn, and pray to
gether before he left. She eagerly 
aveuted. and many of the poor 
e n a t n n - liulilili.il up and joined 
In the hymn, and then my uncle 
prayed, anil I noticed the soothing 
effect of prayer upon the nerves of 

poor Su*an. of which the matron 

had spoken; for she was as quiet as 

liulilili.il
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any of 01 throughout (hi 
My unci'1 then weal round and 
shook hand" with all. and had a 
word of encouragement for one and 
ol advice for another, and Idid nol 

« lir 1 lint they seemed almost 

(o idolize him, hu manner to them 
kind and sympathizing. 

"Now, my children," said my 
iinclr. •• there n one nun place to 

which I wish i" take yon, thai you 
i 11 ni- instance of the 

power of religion, to give such 
peace ai the world cannot 
ilin»r deprived <if earthly comforts, 
and l<i ruli even death itself of all 
its terrors-" 

Hi- I. J m up. -lairs, anil we drew 



Tin: I'ouii-iiorsE. 37 

back ni the door which he ma 
about to open, lor we knew we 
weregoing to enter the room when 
old Martha was living. 

••Do not be afraid children, "said 
my uncle, "you will see nothing to 
shock you In l. ." 

So we went in very qnietly. 
Thrrr ur ic several In lis also hi 
ihis room, hut only one of them 
was occupied, and by it sat Dry 
aunt, holding the hand of an aged 
woman, who was supported by 
pillows, and reading to her from an 
open Bible which lay on her lap. 
Old Martha seemed to be going 
very last, for ahe panted very much, 
and when she tried to speak sin 

4 
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was obliged to stop and catch IUT 
breath altar every ward. She pat 
•nit her band to my a n d 
raw liim coming towards her, and 
n o b • look of In iv. niy pi ace and 
joy I have never aeen on any "HUT 
countenance. 

•• My dear shy* said she, •• I » i 
al -I ipinr; my breath grows 

slinrti-r. and I shall soon leave this 
tabernacle of -in and suffering, and 
'̂ii to meet my Saviour." 

•• And how do you fee), Martha, 
in the prospect of thai me> ting 

-(Hi! -ir." said the dying wo
man, •' if I had DOI the m< rits of 
in_\ crucified Redeemer t" trust in, 
wliai should 1 do now When heart 
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mill Hi -li are Baling; but I know 
in whom I have believed, and I feel 
mi fear.'" 

- Do you feel as if you bad done 
any thing yourself worthy of win
ning :i smile from your Judge ?" 

uOh ! mi. sir : I lament anil de
plore my unfaithfulness to those 
around mc, and wonder how I 
could let so many opportunities 
nan unimproved of dying to save 
souls, when I had health and 
strength and voice to do it" 

"And yet. Martha, then- are 
1 who have gone from Ibis 

place to glory, and nun others 
win * I trust are on their way thither, 
who will point to yiiu ii> being ibe 
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mi MI* of burning their thoughts to 

the subject of their souls' salva

tion." 

Tin1 ;iir«-<! taint shook her head, 

and ti-ars stole down bar withered 

clin-ks while she answered, u ,Nn1 

nnlci us nut unlii ns. lint unto His 

name In- .ill the glory.' I nii^hl 

have done much more than I have 

for my I »l«ned master." 

" Tun are exhausted now, Mar
tha," said my iniclr. " Y"ii have 

talked I"" much: we had better 
•tare you." 

••sin- made a motion t" detain 
us. and laid her head bach mi the 
pillow while -In- rested for a few 
minutes, during which linn was 
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perfect t̂ ill in—- in the room,broken 
Only by the quirk, short breathing 
"if Ihr dying woman. 

After a few moments she turned. 
and,looking at us. said: " I want 
to say one word to these dear chil
dren before they go. Q 

- My children, now, while you 
have health and Strength Ibr His 
M rvicr. give lln I»-| of your (lays 
to your Saviour, Do not dishonour 
him by spending the days of your 
youth in finding your own pit asure. 
intending to give him the remnant 
of ynur life, when you are old and 
feeble and helpless as I am now. 
He calls ynu.childii n. and bo Wants 
you to do all you can for him now, 
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rVforo ihi- -r\ii days come, sod 
IIK- vr.iiMlniw nigh when you >h.ill 
say. I have nit pleasure '" them.1 

Dear chililnn. give your Iu*arls tu 
tin- Saviour now. 

- Ami now. ui\ dear kind Mends, 
how -h;i^ I ever thank you for all 
your goodness to a poor old ere*-
inn- like me! May God reward 
you for it. ami be "ill- I have, my 
di u sir, one more favour b 
you," sa id she to my uncle $ -iliar 
you will remain w iili me, I fed thai 
I -hall not detain you long and it 
will In' tli'- L.'1'.ih-i kindnes* yuu 
can do me." 

On my uncle's promising her 
that he would comply with her 
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request, she l;iiil her head hack 
again on the pillow, and was so ex
hausted iliai she did DOI perceive 
us ;is we stole silently from the 
room. My uncle asked the man 
who had the charge of the "Poor-
Boute," if he would drive us in to 
the village, and bring Ihe wagon 
luck for him. We all rode home 
in silence. Our hearts were too lull 

for words, and I think we all then 
made resolutions i" live fo* Him 
who had made our lot so different 
from the poor creatures we had 
left A few hours after we got 
home, my uncle arrived. In reply 
to our eager inquiries he answered: 

" Yes, poor old Martha is at rest! 
She hardly spoke after vou left, 
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Inii remained in the same position 
in wiii.ii urn i:i-i a m her. 
smile beamedupon bcriace. I saw 
b e r l i n BDOTC] and stoontntf down I 
eaughl the word • Peace.-' she then 
seamed (.• full into a twee) sleep, 
in uliirli berspiril took it* flight; 

-i|. Htli in.I gently that we 
could mil tell the moment of its 
departure. • 111..'-, d an llie il.-.'ul 

who die in the Lord.' • May I die 
Ihc ih'iilh of llie riulii.iiii.. ;tml may 

inv 1.1-1 end be like hi-. '" 

That .vinini; «.• .ill as*oiiihl.(l 

for family w.ir-liijp. a- we always 

did at my uncle's soon aft. i" lea. 
Sp lliat the younger members <»i 

lin i.miily mighl be present. My 
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uncle took the Bible, and open
ing .it the 5th chapter of Mark, 
lie read how Jesus east • • 111 devils 
and healed the siek, and raised the 
dead; and Hun lie said, "I often 
think, my deal children, what de
light it would give to the bene
volent heart of our Saviour vwre 
he now on earth, as in the days of 
his flesh, to enter men an abode of 
wreteliediu» and misery as \\v 
visited tu-day. and liiil disease and 
suffering fly. I can imagine how 
he would place his hand upon the 
restless frame of poor Susan, and 
say, 'Peace lie still;' Mid ltiokinLT 
upon the desolate little orphans, 
and worse than orphans whom we 
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saw them, In- would open hi. aims 

of love and mercy. wd, with ln's 
heavenly filce beaming with com
panion, In- would saj. • Suffer them 

to come unto me;' and ir->i11L; from 

one to unifier of those i ictuns oi 

disease and MM and infirmity, he 
would 'ileal them nil.' Mun; r to 
the crippled, 'Rise andwalk :'tu IIH* 
palsied, 'Stretch forfli thy hand;' 
in ilit- blind, 'Receive iliy sight;' 
and iii the sin-burdened soul, -Tliy 
tins in- forgiven thee-' 

"And now, my childrru. 1 would 

urge upon y mi i" fa) 

wolds which von heard lovhiy, 

from inn- who. I ili'iilit ni'l. has 

already tuned her barp in heaven. 
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i;ivr your hearts in jour Saviour 
BOw, now while you have health 
and strength for his service. Pro
bably none of those miserable crea
tures "I you have seen to-day 
ever thought, when they were as 
young as you, and as full of life and 
Health as you are now, that they 
would spend their last days crip
pled, or diseased, or blind, ilia Pour-
House; and, though you may never 
BOOK to -such a place as that, yet 
ue are very frail creatures, and an 
apparently slight accident or sick
ness may for ever cripple your 
young limbs, or close in darkness 
those bright eyes, or lake »waj 
your health, or, worse than this. 
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your reason, fori ver. Prepan now, 
my children, by making your Sa
viour your friend for healtli«>r sick
ness, prospcritj or adversity; and 
thi IF. when the day of trial does 

up as "Id Mar
tha did to-day, and say with an 
unfailing confidence, ' I Know in 
whom I have believed.'" 

"Father," said Annie, - I m n l to 

;i-k yoti one ijni'-tioii. Why dues a 
Qod Ol so much benevolence allow 
>cr much -iiliiM— .iiul misery (" l><-
in Ihe world:" 

"Suffering and death, my darling 
dsoghtcr, are the consequences of 
.-in." answered her laihrr. -I f 
ilr n had pi t< r bi i a an] -in hi 
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th»- world, we should never have 
known son m or sickness. Bui if 
you ;i-k mi why some are so much 
afflicted, while others are in the 
possession of health and comforts, I 
can only answer, as [must to many 
other questions you mighl ask me, 
•I do not know.' Our heavenly 
Father does nol choose to reveal to ' 
us the n asons for all in- dot -. M i~ 
llr alone who ' maki - oa in «1 itl--i-" 
I'iMin those pour creatures whom 
«•!• have seen to-day. All we know 

is. (and with thiswe nni-i be satis
fied,) that ii i- for some wise reason 
Of his own, for all lie does i- dour in 

wisdom. The only thing for us to 
do when our turn of lii.il conn.-. 

lii.il
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(as come il must in some furm or 
other,] i-. to bow onr bead sin sub
mission and s.iv. -Thv will lie 
doni.' \"in- of ii- can suffer more 
(ban wo deserve; though sintering, 
my children, can never atone for 
siu. The blood of Jesus alone is suf
ficient for that, and here is a balm 

r every bleeding heart Try It, 
my children, and in the hour of 

affliction yon will find il In be so. 
Now k i - mi' and go I" li.cl : ami 
never forgot the suffering yon have 

. . in In-day in the Poor-Home, or 
ih.ii ii i- 'jour heavenly Father 
n lni • makes you to differ;1" 

rill, r.sn. 



i 


