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PREFACE.

Whauex a son is about to leave the pater-
nal roof, for the purpose of completing his
studies, learning his trade or profession, or
entering upon the arduous duties of life, it is
natural that the parent should desire to place
in his hand some compendious volume of
advice, respecting the principles which
should guide him in his conduct. All these
principles are embodied in that best of
books, the Bible ; and it is taken for granted
that the parent, wh

anxious for the eter-
nal as well as temporal welfare of a son,
should place that volume in his hands first,
and commend him to a constant and unre-
mitted attention to its doctrines and pre-
cepts, containing, as they do, the word of
T
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eternal lifs, This should be his chief guide,

his consolation in adversity, his monitor in

prosperity, and his adviser in every circum-

stance of interest,

Il it is desirable that he should h

another, and more brief and compendious
summary of moral and social duties, con-
forming to the great principles of the sacred
volume ; and it has been the endeavour of
the writer, in preparing the following pages,

to supply such a summary. He has drawn,

from wvarions sources, a great variety of

precepts relating to manners, and conduct.
He has digested them into order, and has
endeavoured carefully to exclude whatever
might seem of dangerous or doubtful ten-
dency.

The principles which are requisite for the
safe and correct transaction of business, are
laid down with precision. Those which
should govern the young man, in the cour-
tesies of life, are also expounded with re

B
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ference to his intercourse with the different

3 Of s¢

govern-

classes of society. The rul

ment, and those which relate to the economy
of time and money, and the proper disposi-
tion of those moments, which may be law-
fully devoted to relaxation and social enjoy-
ment, are explained from the best nuthori-
ties. Nor has it been forgotten to urge the

great principles of religion and morality, on

which are anchored the besl hopes and
dearest expectations of young and old—all
who seek for more than a transient happi-
ness and a perishing name.

The young man who shall recejve this
volunie as a present from his parent, is en-

treated to read it carefully ; to consider its

precepts and principles deliberately, in the

hour of calm retirement, when the voice of

passion is hushed, and the seductions of

pleasyre are unfelt. Let him bind its pre-

cepts and those of that better and more au-

thoritative volume to which we hay e already
B ]




FREFACE

referred, to his beart. Let him resolve that
wh

himseif to n virtuous, honourat

ver others 1y do, he will devote

v, el useful

course of life. So shall he bring

consolation to the declining yr
parent:—* the ear that hears him shall bless

»g him sl

1
for the righteous and obedient, shall crown

11l bear witne

him, the eye that se

to him ;" and the happiness that is in store

him for ever,

10
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MY SON'S BOOIR.

CHAPTER L
QUALITIES MOST BECOMING A YOUTH.

As soon as you are eapable of reflection, you
must perceive that there is a right and wrong in
human actions. You see that those who are born
with the same advantages of fortune, are not all
equally prosperous in the course of life,  While
some of them, by wise and steady conduet, attain
distinction in the world, and pass their days with
comfort and honour; others of the same rank, by
mean and vicious behaviour, forfeit the advan-
tages of their birth, involve themselves in much
misery, and emd in being a disgrace to their
friends, and a burden on society, B
you may learn that it is not on the ext
dition in which you find yourselves placed, but on
the part which you are to act, that your welfiure
or unhappiness, your honour or infinr
Now, when beginning to act t!
be of greater moment than to reg

13
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QUALITIER RECOMING YOUTU

at present to giddiness and
foundation of lsstng beaviness of
Lot not the sesson of youth be barren of ym-

provements, e essentinl to your felicity and
honour, Your

forming: your fate is in some measure put into

aracter is now of your own

your own hande.  Your nature is as yo nt and
soft. Habits }
Prejudices
standing
tract and debase youraffections, All your powers

ve not established their

N ion,

ve nol preoecopied your under-

The world

as not bad time o con-

are more vigorous, disembarrassed, and fr thinn
they will be at any fatuee period. Whate
pulse you now give to your desires and
the direction is likely o continge. It will form
the channel in which your lifi
may determin® nn eve
then the employment of this important period as
ighest trust which shall ever be
to you ; ns, in & great moasure, d
bappingss, in Lime and in cternity,
suceession of the y
ble laws of nature,
i next i course ; ¢
of our age, arcor
influonces the happiness of
15

> toTun; nay, it

ng issue.  Consider




QUALITIES RECOMING YOUTIL

low. Virtnous youth gradually brings forward

avcomplished and foorishing manheod ; and such
manhowd passes of itself, without uneasiness, into

respectable and tranquil old age

Jut when
nature @ tarned out of its regular enurse, dis
order takes placo in the morl, just ns in the
put forth no
blossoms, in symmer there will be no beauty, o

vegotable world. If the spr

in autumn po fruit; so, it youth be trifled away
without improvems

ble, and old u

Among the qualities most beeoming in youth,

t, manhood will be contempti-

o miserable.

what I shall first recommend is piety to God

With this [ begin, both as the f

morals, and s a disposition partienlarly praceful

ndation of good

amd becoming in youth, To be

vid of it, nrgue:

a cold art, destitute of some af the hest affe
tians which belong to that aoe, Vouth i the sea-
son of warnm and generous emotione.  The heart

should then spontancously rice into the admira-
o what is great; glow with the love of what
in fair and exeellent ; and melt at the discovery
l-f tenderness and goodness. Where can ony
1, #o proper to kindle those affi
ather of the universe, and the

tion

felivity! Unmoved by veneration,

can you cont

late that grandenr ond majesty

16



QUALITIES BECOMING YOUTII

ed

ion of good,

Jay ! Unt

afins

which his works everywhore disp
by iatitude, can you view that p
which, in this pleasing season of life,
cent hand pours around you! Uappy in the love
and affection of those with whom you are con-
nected, look up to the Supreme Being, as the
inspirer of all the friendship which has ever been
; himsell your best and your

4 ber

shown you by othe
first friend ; formerly, the supporter of your ine
funey, and the guide of your childhood ; now, the
guandinn of your youth, and the hope of your
coming years, View religious howa
patural expression of gratitude to him for all
goodness,  Consider it as the service of the God
of your fathers; of him to whom your parents
devored you; of him whom in former sges your
ancestors honoured ; and by whom they are now
rewarded and blessed in Heaven. Connected
tender sensibilities of soul, let

with s0o m
religion be with you, not the cold and barren
oflkpring of speeulation, but the warm and vigor-
ous diclate of the heart,

To piety join modesty and docility, reverence
of your parents, and submission to the
your superiors in knowledg
years, Dependence and obedience belong to
youth. Modesty is one of its chiel vrnaments;

© 17
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QUALITIES RECOMING YOUTI.

and has ever been esteemed & presage of rising
merit.  When entering on the career of life, 1t is
?01” r"lfh not Lo assomy the remns as _?1" in your
hands; bat to commit yourselves to the guidance
of the more experienced, and to become wise by

e befi

the wisdom of those who have g
Of all the follies incident to youth, there are none
which either deform ita present appearance, or
blast the prospects of its future prosperity, more
than self-
By checking its natural progress in improvement,
they

duce mischiefs which can never be repaired. Yot

onceit, presumption, and obstinacy

fix it in long immaturity ; and frequently pro-

nd among the

these are vices too commonly
young. Big with enterprise, and elat

Ive o trust for success lo

they res
themselves, Full of their own abi

deride the sdimonitions which are given b

i

their fricods, as the timoraus sugrestions of age

Too wise to

m, Loo impatieot o deliberate,
plunge, with,

too forwand to be restruined, the
lst of all the

i, in the m

lifie nbounds.

i of eultivating the

benev: ne.  As a gre
paurt of s ts to depend on the
pexic y it s
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QUALITIES BECOMING YOUTH.

importance that you acquire betimes the temper
and the manners which will render such connex.
jons comfortable, Let a sense of justice be the
foundation of all your social qualities. In your
most early intercourse with the world, and even
in your youthful amusements, let no unfiuirness be
found,

Engrave on your mind that sacred rulo of
‘doing in all things to others, uruuruim;: ad you
wiah that they should do unto you.! For this end
impress yourselves with a deep sense of Lthe on-
ginal and patwral equality of men, Whatever
advantages o’ birth or fortune you possess, never
display them with an ostentations saperiority,
Leave the subordinations of rank to regulate the
intercourse of more advanced years, AL present
it becomes you to act among your companions, s
with a man. Remember how unknown to yoy
are the vicissitudes of the world ; and how often
they, on whom ignorant and contemptuous young
men once looked down with scorn, have risen to
be: their superiors in fiture years. Compassion is
an emaotion of which you never ought fo be
ashamed. Geaceful in youth is the tear of

i

pathy; and the heart that melts at the tile of wod,

Let not ease and indulirene
tions, and Wrip you up in s
19
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QUALITIER BECOMT

hink of the distresses of

wlres (o

the solitary cottage, the dying
h

riphan, Never sport s

parent, and the
pain and distr

cening

w, in any of ¥
gucl with wanton

nor treal aven
eruelty,
When

s plans

Life,

Bagpedlad,

trrstacces have
will mot b
v, that in erder o pursue them

» have pr

tale tn

wus d line w re-

with ad
quisite, T
pr-‘-‘i--. on, No edueation is more nocessary to

your success, than the irement of virtuoos

miversal

pite.  This is the o

dispositi

proparat r every character, and every station
in life, Bl as
paid to ¥

affairs

e world s, respect js always

In the usual eourse of buman

und, that a plain understanding,

wledgred worth, contributes more

joined with uek
to prosperity, than the brightest parts without
war, Whether
» life, be Your ain,
shnee, into all those greeat dopartements

d with eminer

e, or business,

probity or I

still enters,

with reputation, in every brancl

businesa; with distinetion,




QUALITIES BRCOMING YOUTH

*h it gives

gvery public station. The vigour wh

oht wh

the mind, and the we
geter; Whe penerons senlin 3
the undaunted spirit which it mepires; the ardour
of religion which it quickens; the freedom which
it procures from pernicious and dishonournble
avocalinns, are the foundations of all that is high

nls swhick it b

in fune or great in suceess among men,  What-
ever oronmental or eagaging endowments you

nOW possess, virtue 1§ o necessary requisite, in
order fo their shiniog with proper lustre. Feeble
ns of the fairest form, if it be

are the attrac
suspected that nothing within corresponds to the
pleasing appearance without, Short are the
trinmphs of wit, when it 18 supposed to be the
veliicls of malice, By whatever atts you may
at first attrnet the attention, you can hold the
esteem and sccure the hearts of others only by
sminble dispositions and the aceomplishments of
theé mind, These are the qualities whose influ-
enee will Jast, whon the Justre of 8]} thet opce
spatkled and duzzled has passed away.

21




CHAPTER IL

IN

GRITY.
Eveay cne, who has bogun his pro;
world, will be sensihie, that to ¢

himself in
3 (ton
Amidst that
dispositions, and

human affirs, with w

n matter of no small
warioty of chun

ring intorests, which take place among
those with whom we have intercourse, we are
frequently at & stand, as to the part most prudent
for us to

Ignorant of what is pas

nsts of
1 form enly doubtfil con-
events that are likely to
bhappen, They may take some turn o

ing in the lre

those around us, we

jectures concerning th

gother
difforent from the eourse in which we had
imagined they were to ron, and
whi

cording o
rhtest
incident often shools out into impariant conse-

we had formed our plans. The sli

quences, of which we were not aware. The
most sgncions finds himself embarrassed, and at
& loss how to act,

In public and in private life, in managing our
own concerns, and in directing those of others,

the doubt started by the wise man frequent]
occurs; " W

knoweth what is good for man in
a0
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we remain perplexed and unde

mined in our

choice ; we are at the same time pulled to d

r-
ent sides.  On one hand, pleasure allures us o
ible ; on the other, inter

what is sl draws

us towards what secms painful, Honour attracts
us towards what is splendid; and

inclines us to what is ¢ In the

which we hold eoncerning our conduct, how often

are we divided within

by the
ancertainty of future weted by
the eontest of different in
It 18 in such siluations as these, that the

ciple of ntegrity gives us light and di
While worldly men fluctunte in the midst of per-

plexitios, the virtwous man e

sulta his con-

science.  He listens to the voice of God. Were
it only on a fi joms that this oraele could
be consulted, its value we
a mistake Lo imagi
dom given. Ha
action whatever in human
question, that holds us
but the difference between right e
show itsolf; and the pri
i we lsten 10 W impant
cision,

oot

Il be less, But it

that its responses are sel-

¢ is there any material trans

important

N SUspense as to practica,

g will

will,

T do-

23




INTEGRITY.

mever thy mind is divided within itself,
"hare is

wi

consCICnce 8 se

ldeen or never neutral, 'l

hoit Jewns,

always ono side or other b w
Tt
hich it throws the weight
of something that is “Jml und

¢ is always one scale of t balanee, into

some virtue,” or

W

"sr-mr- praise ;

rue, lovely, honest, and of good report.”  The
are L‘H- forma, whick rise to the obwervalion of
the upright man, By ot may be unseen,
ar overlookod ; but in his «
outshines all other brightness, Whorever this
pole-star directs him, he steadily holds his course.
Let the issun of that course be ever so uncertain ;
let hus friends differ from him in opinion ; let his
encmies clamour; he is not moved ; his purposc
is fixed. o asks but one question®of h.» heart,
What s t 2 part;
Wihat is the part most becoming his station, the
charctor v + he wishes to bear, the expocta-
tions which good men entertsin of him?! Being
anice docided 29 1o this, ho hmh.r.{- 8 ne more. He
shuts his ears against every solicitation.  He pur-
sues the direct line of integrity, without * turn-
v to the right hapd or to the left.” *“It
w Lord who calleth Him. [ follow. Let
him otder what seemeth good in his sight” It
24

most worthy and honoural




SINCERITY AND TRUTI

i in this manner that the “integ

ppright™ acts “as their guide.”

CHAPTER IIL

SINCERITY AND TRUT!

Ir is necesary to recommend to you sincerity
and truth. This i the basis of every virtoe,
That darkness of character wh
no heart ; those foldings of o
native affection is allowed to

h which no

an object, unamiable in every {
particularly odiouns in youth, If, at an ng
the heart is warm, when the emotions o

vhen

s Strong,
and when nature §s expected to show herself free
and open, you can already smile and

what are we 10 look for, when you shall be lon
hackneyed in the wayw of men; +

shall have completed the obduration of
heart, and experience shall have improved yo
all the arts of puile? Disimulation in
the freranner of perfids
appeamnce 8 the al ¢
vity and fature shame,
learning; obscures the lustre of every accome
plishment ; and sinks vou into conte |.,..r.| with
D 2




RINCERITY AND TRUTI,

God and man.  As you value, therefore, the ap-
probation of Heaven, or the esteem of the workl,
cultivate the love of trath.  In all your proceed-
ings, be direct and consitent,  Ingenuonsnes
and candour, in word and deed, possess the
mest powerfal charm; they besprak uoiverss)
favour, and carry an apology for almost cvery
failing, The path of truth is o plain and safe path;
that of falechoo! in & pecplexing maee,  After
the first departure from singerity, it is not in your
powet to stop.  One artifice unavoidably leads on
o anothet ; il as the intricacy of the fufiyrinth
inorenses, yop are loft entangled in your own
mare., Decoit discovers a little mind, which
slops at temporary expodients, without rising to
comprehonsive views of conduct. It beteaps at
the same time, n destardly spirit. It is tho ro-
source of one who wnnis coursge to wvow his
designa, or to vest uwpon himseil Whereas,
openness of chameter disploys thal generois bold-
new which ought to distinguish yooth, To set
put in the world with no other prineiple than
& cralty attention to wmterest, betakens ane who
s destined for ereeping through the inferior
walks of lifo: but to give an eatly preference to
honoar above pan, when (Jll-y wiand in competis
tion; to despiso every advantage which cannot
20




WHAT CONSTITUTES A LIE

o bronk no

sunulat

be attained with
meanness, and to
the indications of a grea

t mind, the prosa

andd distinetion in |

future eminenc
game Ume this virtuous sincerity s perfeetly cone

gistent with the most prudeot vigilance and cau-

tion, It is opposed to cunning, not lo true wis-
dom. It is not
improvident, but the camn
noble mind ; of ooe who scorns deceil, becanse

weak and

simplicity of
ur of

larpred and

and unprof ; and
& nune W

he accounts it both bas
who secks no disguise, because he no
hide him.

1

CHAPTER IV.

WHAT CONSTITUTES A LIE

A e is & breach of promise; for whoever
soriously addresses his discourse to another,
tacitly promises to sprak the truth, beecanse he
kmows the truth is expected. Or the oblipation
of vemacity may be made ont from the d
comsequences of  lyi

to  socinl  happin

Which eonsequences consist either i some
spocific injury 1o partic ividuals, or in the
destruction of that confilence, whicl is cesential

lur




WHAT CONETITUTES A LIE

to the intercourse of human life
Jatter r w & lie moy be perpicions in its gene-
ral tendency, and therefore eriminal, though it
produce po particelar or visible mischisf 10 any

for which

one.

There are fulsehoods which are not Jies; that
is, which are not eriminal ; as 1. Where no one
i decesved ; which i the cose in parmbles, fa
novels, jesiz, tales o ereate mirth, lodierons em-
bellnbiments of 8 story, whero the declared
design of the speaker 13 not to nform  but
to divert; pompliments m the sbserption of a

¥

letter; o servant's deaying his master; o pris-

sding not gty ; en advocale asserling

oner's g
the justice, or his belief of the justice of his
client's capse,  In such instances po confidonce

is destroynd, because none was reposed ; no pro-
mise 10 speak the truth is violated, becanse none
was given or understood to be gwven. 2 Wlen
the persoy to whoam you speak has no right to
know the truth, or, more properly, where littlo
or e meoavapience resolts from the whit of con-
fidence m such cases ; as where you tell a fulse-
hood 1o 0 madiman for his own sdvaniage; ioa
robber to concoal your property ; to an ussassin,
to defeat or divert bim from his purpese,  The
quence is by the supposition bene-
o

particular ¢
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without it wars could

not coease, 1

viciors be secure but

vanquishe

Many peop
habit of fict
they
or of the extn
o
Inte are mdi

t
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WHAT CONSTITUTES A LIE

regard for truth to censure them merely for
truth's sake,

But this liberty in conversation defents its own
end. Much of the plowsure and all the benefit
of eonversation depend upon our own opinion of
the speak

no foundation. The

his role leaves

» for which

ith indeed of a hearer must

be extremely perplexed, who considers the
speaker, or believes that the speaker considers
himself, as under no obligation to adhere to truth,
but according to the particular importance of
what he relatea,

But beside, and above both these reasons, white

lies always introduce others of a darker com-
plexion. [ have seldom known any one who
deserted truth in trifles, that eould be trusted in
matters of nnportance. Nice distinctions are out
of the question, upon oceasmons, like these of
speech, which return every hour,

The habit therofore of lying, when once
formed, is casily extended to serve the designs of
malice or interest; hike all habits, it sprewds -
deed of itsel.  As there may bo falsehoods which
are not lies, so there may be lies without literal
or dirset falsohood ; as whep the litem) apd gram-
matical signification of a sentence is different
from the popular and eustomury meaning, It ia

B




WHAT CONETITUTES A LIE

the wilful deeeit that makes the lie; and we wil-

fully deceiv 1 our expressions are
in the sonse in which we bels the b !
apprehend them : besides that, it is absurd 1o con-

0 of words in oppesition to

tend fur any sc
psagre; for all senses of words are foune
psge, and upon nothing else. Or a man may
act a lie, as by pointing his finger in a wrong
gires of him his road ;

d upon

direction when atraveller i
or when a tradesman shuts up his window to in-
duee his creditors to believe that he is abroad ; for
to nll morul purposes, and therefore as to verneity,
#peech and action are the same; speech being
only a mode of action.

Or, lastly, there mny be lics of omission. A
writer of English history, who, in his account of
the reign of Charles the First, should wilfully
suppress any evidence of that prince's despotic
mensnres and designs, might be sid to be a liar;
for by entitling his book a Uistory of England, he
engages to tell the whole truth of the history, or
at lesst all that he knows of it

a1




CHAPTER V.
SELF-DENIAL

Tuene are duties which every man can fulfil,

withont doing any considerable v o to his

nataral temper; and many would seck to com-

pensate, by their earne
g their want of fidelity in others;

ments of
but it is
which tk
they are under the strongest
They wre the
their predominant propensities; and are, for this

v, that the duties
¢ those, to which

ble not to pero

Joet ure precisel

e 1o apply.

ol by

ligrat
which ame chiefly re

reason, the chief duties by which they can prove
their personal fAdelity, or e “work out
their own salvatior

It is obvious, that there eannot be much per-
Cdenml, in

sonal virtue, and that thero is no se
moodl works, which neither contradict onr pecn-
liar tempers, nor make any sensiblo encroach-
ment on our interests in the present life. It =
in the sepse of the text, to apply

selfd
stendily and earnestly to duties to which we have
1

strong inclinations opposed, because we are con-

scious of their indispensabile oliligation. 1t s
1 to persevere in them, when we have

ere und a eontinued struggle to main-

42



BELF.DENIAT

bel

tain with ourselves; because we v, *“that,

r that hath, shall be g

unto
that babit and practice will ot last recon

our

minds to them,

The most faithful men will somotime
ble, that there are certain duties which they are
apt to contemplate with reloctance, or which

ﬂu\y cannot fullil without scrificing cither thoir

The self-<d
be even more

with fidelity, these difficult duties, than tl
which are casier in practice, or which aro less
contrary o their natoral inclinations.  Chrie-
rofuires them to * esteem all God's eom-

to

ardent or solicitous, weharga

ping all things, to ba right ;"

but it specially enjoins them to be propared to
make every porsonal saerifice, which can be re-
quisite, In any circumstances, to

or their
fidelity complete, or o give them the testime
of their own minds, that “they have ple
God.”

The self-denial which our Lord enjoins, oo
pists in the firm and habitual re i
mind, by which his disciples are determin
subdue every private inclinnt
with their fidelity to him, and to apy

E 3

wn of the
to
inconsistent
ly steadily




SELP-DENTAL

to every department of their personal duties, ac.

cording to their best eonviction of their oblign-

tion. He that s fuithful in that which is Jeast,

is fuithful also in much,” A man feele, be-

ceit, which would
1

sides, that he must b perpetually on his guard

against avery species of s

rvice ; wh
nduct to wh

his inclinations prompt him, for that which

would lend him to mistake the

ought to do; or which would conceal from |

view,
The «

to avery i

neglect of known and essontial dut

lenial, which is of most importanee

ividunl man, is evident

ly that by

which he oughi (o resist his strongye plations;
those temptitions which are in a pecoliar man-
ner milaptod to the inclinations of his heart, or

¢ has most dan-

hia roling possions; from which
ger to apprehend, and which it r:-t:uirl‘_l the
greatest vigilance to avoll, or the greate
strengrih of o

slution, to oy

come,
ninl to which men
o direct th

This s a branch of self
unwilli

s pever more agreeab

wo succossful in pervertin

when it either represents the

o mest inclined in & favour-

ble light, as offonces which may be scon com-
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, which we are un-
h, Men persist in sins which
their private inclinations, amd persoad
themselves, 1 their fidelity, «
denial in other po will ouly
stanee when their charscters ghall be trie

On the other

r sel

circums

wmd, they are not entirely igno-
mnt of the deception which they practise on their

own minds; and are fur from being able to re-

goncile their conscionces 1o their conduet. They
have a conseiousness of their puill, even at the

moment when they are labouing to palliate, or

y find it impossible

guilt.  But neither

HE convwetans, nor O
them. when their

st resnfutions avaid

ong roturn,
The present templations are always as fascinat-
ing and as irresistible as those which preceded
them. The stry t with themselves becomes
grdually less. As they advance in s, their
habits are confirmed ; and till they are so, the

temp!
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wing, into which they are successively betra
pvery day with less resistance from 1t

meet
temper of their minds,
Fvery man, who attends to the state of

his own

mind, knows minutely the sins, with regard to

h he fecls himself least disposed 1o practise

into which he is most

minl; the s
quently betrayed, contrary to his deliberato eon-

victions of duty, and in opposition 1o his best re-

ptions,  He knows, with how much indostry

he labours 1o reconeile his conseience to his pe-
culinr vices; and how often he endeavours to
persuade himself, that if he shall only practise

instances will not be ultimately charged to his

“denial in other points, his want of it in these

acoonnt,

1 bessech those, who are conscions that this is
liberutely
what onr Lord hax sid 1o them all: *If any
man will come after me, let him deny himself."
Did he mean that we are only 1o prictise s
denial in the eases in which we have no strong

truly their state of mind, to consider

inclinations to subdue ! Or did be intend to sy,
that self-denial, in other instances, would be »
sufficient test of our fidelity to him, although we
shonld allow ourselves the indulgence of * the

sins which most casily besot us!" Lot us read
a6
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what he b
ing precise

as expressly said, to ascortuimn his moape

“1If thy nght eye e e

, and cast it from thee ; for it is pro-

bers should

that one of thy mer
o body sbould be
. And if thy right hand offend thee,

not that thy wi

1 cast it from thee; for it is profitn-

y that one 1y members should pe-
wild be cnst
our Lord
al in the

jeult to practise it ;

rish, and not that thy whol
iolo bell.” The =
Urges on our conscignces, is s .
situstions whero it is most ds
because these are the sitvations in which it is of
to the fidelity

most importanes to the purity a
of b diseiy
It requires a perpetual discipline, or self~deninl,

1

R

to the end of our lives, to be able to re
toally *
but we shal) never regret either the strug
the sacrifices 1o w
&nd the victory over ourselvies, be it in articles

» sing which most ¢

h our fidelity subjects us;

greater or less, will bo a source of perinanent

mitisfaction, beyond all that we can receive from

the pleasures of this w

O the other hand, we are certain

man will not deny him

thaee which | have ropres
a7

that * if any
tunti

n sucl 1% A8

mted, no degree of
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amstarity in other points, can at all avail him,
His deficiency in the seli~command which Chris
tianity enjoins, will be as ruinous to lis bappiness
in the present life, as it s fata) to hus interests in
the world o come.

It is imposs able mot to perceive, that to guard
ourselves effectunlly from the pollutions of the
world, and to preserve to religion such a power
over our affections, as is essential to its ipflu-
ence on ouf conduct, we are under an indispen-
mble obligation to relnquish and to avoid many

things, which are by themselves no direct viola-
tions of our positive obligations; bot which we
koow from experience, to have a tendency to be-
Ay us into sine, or o fender us unfit for dis-
charging our per<onal duties, or to deprive us of
the means by which our duties ought to be ful-
filled.

1 shall mention o fow examples o illustmte
this assertion; though every individual wan is
best qualified to suggest the illostmtions of it
which are of most unportanee to hunself, from
s intimate knowledpe of his own Yifo,

Men of strong animal spirits, who have that
kind of intercourse with the world which is
stited to their peculwr temper, must be con-
wcious of the errors into which their Jove of

Hol
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e kiR
the ter

guiaty ollen betrays them, of the dang
tions 1o which it wmtroduces them,
tions fur which it prepares them, and o
petual tendeney Lo dissipate and interrupt the
serions of deliberate
tinl to the steadiastness, and to the unift

F its per-

flections, which ate esson-
1 tenor

of all good conduct.
If they have ever experience

any considera-
ble impressions of religion, they are too often led
&t from one lndulgence 1o apather, yofriendly to

their progress in practical duties, ull the i
gnce of religion on their minds, becomes at Jast
80 woak, a8 to be ineapable of resisting any
strong tempiation, Their original temper, and
the society in which they live, betray them into

#o many things in suecession, which Christiani
condemns, thut they find it necessary at Jast to
relieve t ach, by
endesvouring o reconsi theiy ponsciences 1o
thoir conduet, The
Mtraint aftor

meplves from their own rep

mal s||.r|'n support them, even after tl;
fost their internal trar
It is cortain that rv

5 to
one man

h so well
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ennblos those who possess it in & superior degree,

both to enjo¥ and to embellish the

this life.  UOn the contrary, the re on which is

pure, affords us e reasons o be cheerful,

than can be derived from any other soarce, and
to enjoy the secioty of cheerfol men

But, on the other Iy
us that kind of self

religion prescribes 1o

which set= a wa

around thie e
Ly

mind, o

rainst the tempti-

y ol which this general temper mo olten be-

comes the instrument. We are w

W are

lead us farther than we ought o go; w
th

ror of conr

i da

ung us with

tont with our essential duties; when we

@ that it eocrosches on the habits which
s Joarnt

n the gespel; or when, by
i our minds, it 8 in danger of withdraw-
ing us fron the discipline, or disqualifying us for
the duties, of religion. T
mo

iose Who are governed

by wnclination than by principle, are sel-

disposed to allow the danger of an indul-

gence, from which they receive much private
mitislaction. Bec that which they are ad-

40




and
cess, 0 from

actice, by

manished to av
bocomes pernicious ooly from its e
il consequ find the
denying thnt

18 carfod Lo e

and are g, 10 the mean Wne, W0 eXamine
its moral ellv minutely
Oa s pe 1o sy, Lhar both

pealed

ts imay be &

the exeess and Lhe
to their own consciences, and o their
reil
man " pr
an obligation to relinquish that, wiich he has
found from experience lo be peroicious to the
geneml infuence of relignon on the mind, or to
his fidelity i particular duties; or which he

iberato

Ty
r

phions. It 5 mpossible to deay, that e

asing godliness,” 18 as really or

OUE tempta-

knows to have exposed him to da
tions; 0s he can be bound to practise self.denial
in any other instance which ean bo mentioned,
We may disguise the matter to ourselves as long
a8 the strength of our animal spirits is entire.
Bul there is a time approaching, when the sen-
tence we shall pronounce on our conduet will be

equally dispassionate and just. Our babits in the
present life, and the innoconce or the danger
which ought to be ascribed to them, will then be
estimaled by their inscpamblo connexion with
our final condition ns immorta) bej

¥ i
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The selfcommand which enables n Christi
e natural impetoosity of his mind

o as Lo

der it unifiemly or habitnally subs
vient to his personnl duties, is ¢
attainment ; without
cided influence on human conduct; and though

inly a great

religion maintaing no de-

the best of us possess it in very different degrees,

all our perseverance in it is nccompanied with o

proportional progress in the epirit of religion, and
whieh more than
which it requires.

Those who have from Nature a eool ora frigid

with an inward satisfact

rewards us for every struggr

temperament, have seldom a strogple 1o main.
tain, either with the gaiety, or with the impe-
tuosity, of their minds.  Bat they hav
bat what it is perhips more difficult to «
of affect

to com-
FETCOME |

the langm s which are seldom roused,

and which are never warm 3 or the cold insensi-
bility of mind, which receives or retains no
strong impressions, [t is not without a struggle
with thomselves, that they enter deeply into any

subje
both great strength of principle, and moch of the
grace of God, who * quickeneth whomsoever he

ct, or carnestly into any duty. It requires

will,” to keep their minds alive to the minute

practice of religion; and it is still more difficult

to influence their conduct by means of religious
a2
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affections, or to bring them into the stato of mind
which the Apostlo expresses, by * pence and joy
in believing."”

This idea sugpests another, There ia in all
men & tendency to sloth, more fital to the fnfle
ence of religion that the effect of many tempta-
gone.  Whatever our general resalutions are, if
ard, there is an
sh 15 apt to work itself into our
habits by imperceptible degrees ; soliciting us to
neglect the discipline of our own minds; to ne-
gloot e exercises of devolion, on whick sz much
of the spirit of religion depends; w neglect the
duties which require from us any sensible exer.
tion or seli=denial ; 1o suspend the vigilance by
which wo ought to arm curselves against our pe-
culiar temptations; to alfow ourselves 1o be en-
grosed by the concerns of this transitory Tifhy
and 1o bestow but g smal) portive either of our
thouglits, or of our time, on the permanent inte-
Tests of the world th come,

To resist this tendency of the mind in its rise
anil it progross, there is a self-deninl which, bow
differnt soever their peculinr tempers are,
Christiuns most proctico all their lives, nnd which
i ementinl 10 1heir Bdeliy in evory depariment
of dity, A good mnn * commits the keeping of

43
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his gour vo God,” and expects from his influence
Hs own v

and grace the salutary effects

lance, But, on the other hand, it must be ¢
dent, that he who will not *
to maintsin an effectunl struggle aguinst the

ny himself)” so ns

sloth, which strikes st the root of religion in his
mind, and of all its petice in the world, eannot
be the diseiple of Christ.

I thunk it unnecessary to mention any other
minute exampl this part of the subject
but it is of importance to add, that be who wo

possess or preserve the spirit of vital religion in
his own fife, is under an indispensable obiygation
o relinquish, with a firm and decided resolution,
whatsoever he knows from his exporience, to
have a pernicions influence on the tomper of his
mind, on the turn of his thoughts, on the affie-
ti which he ought to cultivale, or on those
which he is bound to subdue, on the
ployment of his time, or on the vigorous cxer-
cise of his talents.

He whose faith in tht Son of God has really
tanght him self-denial, “ shall go from strength
to strength.” His struggles with himself become
every 1l||}' less, in proportion Lo his perseverance ;
and the farther he advances, the path of life 1=
wmoother before him.

mithful em-

4
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On the other hapd it ® certain, that no man
Becomes so perfect i this world, as (o bave no
ore stryg maintuin,  Every succossive
period of human lifis brings forwand new temptas
tions, or now circlnstances to convince us, that
we have still inclinntions which require to be
watched, or to be
therefore, be f
probation ; an
work,” Ull we are
nothing.”

Bat et it not be imagined that i}
supposes Christimnity |
severity of discipline, or a de
which there s nothing analog
pursuits of human life. To be st
subject, we have only to represent
the selfsdeninl requisite, in order o«
goalifications necossary for any art ¢ jon;
the labour and patience m the ox-
etcise of avery man's par
many serifices
of our inclinatio

o, Clar warfare must,
wted to the end of our

pat muost have ** its parfoot

entire, wanting

selfgovernment, to which men patiently
i their worldly affhirs, for the sake of what is ot
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last but & transitory reward, even when they sre
permitted to stiain it

The happiness and prosperity of human life
depend on the practice of self-dennl in all thess
different instances,  Christianity preseribes a dis
cipline of moch Jess severity,. The rewanl
which it annexes to our persevemnce, in the
mean time, in fur greater,  The vithmate tesuit
which it presents to our view, is incomparably
more certain, and is beyond our highest hope
The perfection of out nature, and our happines
through eternal ages, are to compensate our
fidelity during the period of a short probation.
“Every man,” says the Apostle, *that strivesh
for the mastery, is temperato in all things; now
they do this to obtan a corruptible crown, but we
to obtain an incorraptible.”

o —

CHAPTER VL
TEMPER

Passions are quick snid strong emotions, which
by degrees subside. Temper i the disposition
which afles these ions are past, and
which forms the habitual propensity of the soul

46
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The passions nre like the stream, when it is
swollen by the torrent, and ruflied by the winds.
The te
patural velueity

The infloence of temper is more silent and
fmperceplible than that of passion. It operates
with a loss dey [ vio

ner reseinbles i, when ronning wit

aiul foree.

unstant,
Many
with

place a good
& henlthy constitution of bod
a8 & antoral felicity which sos !
the want of which, others are not o ¥ cu
pable, por accountable to God; and hence the
opinion has sometimes prevailed, that a bad

temper might be consistent with n state of
ee,

If this were true, it would overtarn that whole
doctrine, of which the Gospel is so full, that re-
generstion, or change of pature, is the cssential
characteristic of a Christinn, [t would suppose
that grace might dwell amidst malevolence and
mneour, and that heaven
such & are strangers to charity and

jed by

It will readily bo admitted, that e by the
original framo of their mind, are m A vouTs
bly inclined than others, towands certain rood
dispositions and habits. DBut this o 4 No juse

47




TEMIER.

tification to those who neglect to oppose the cor.
ruptions to which they are prane.

Let no man imagine that the human hoart s a
woil mltogether unsusceptible of culture; or that
the worst temper may not be reformed by atten-
tion and discipline. Settled depravity of temper
is nlways owing to our own indulgence. If, in
place of chocking, we nourish malignity of d
sition, all the consequences w ill be placed to cur
ageount, and every excuse from natural constitu-
tution, be rejected at the tnbunal of heaven,

The proper regulation of temper affects the
chameter of man in every situstion which he
bears, and includes the whole eirele of religious
and moral duties,

With respect to God, he ought to cultivate a
devout temper, This imports more than the
eare of performing the offices of religious wor-
ehip. It denotes that sensibulity of heart towards
the Bupreme Being, which springs from a doep
impresmon of s perfections on the seul It
stands opposed, not only to that disregard of God
which furms the description of the impious, but
to that absence of religions affections, which
sometimes prevails among those who are nnper-
feetly good, They ncknowledge, perhaps, the
obligntions of duty, They foel some concem
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o “work out their .1h ation,” Baot t}
h mere constraunt
n o complice

1o their duty thr und serve
God without affectio

More liberal amd generous se ntimen
the man who is of devout te ||.|-- God dwella

inunate

or and & Gather,

upot his thoughts as a ber
whase voice he
OOCUTTY s of

the admiration «
il power, the love
All pature appears to his view 08 sta
the impress of these perfoctions,  Habi
tode to his Maker for me
resignation o his will in all time to come, &
pative effusions of his heart.

Amidst IL-;
pens o

riyens with j

e

& past, and cheer

Buch a temper as this d
Tt with the vimest attention ;
in & high degree, bath to ocur improvoment

sorves to be ¢

T comn
nid
our happiness. It refines, and it exalts human
nature, It ]
hearts are peady to controct from 1‘rn=

1s that har

eourse with this rupped world t

discharge of every arde €

At the mme Vime, it s 8 lemper po

serene, elovated nnd rejoicing, It

current of our nffections to flow in a placid

tenor. It opens pleasing prospects o the mind
a 49
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It banishes harsh and bitter passions ; and places
u# above the voach of many of the annoyances
of worldly lif. When the temper is truly de-
vout, * the pesce of God, which passeth under-
standing,” keopeth the heart and soul.

In considering the proper state of our temper
with respect to one another, what first presents
itself to be recommended is & peaceable temper;
a disposition uverse 1o give offience, and desirous
of cultivating harmony, and amicable intercourss
in sociely, This implies yielding and conde-
sconding manners, ubwillingness to contend with
others about trifles, and in contosts that ure unn-
voidable, proper moderation of wpirit. Such a
temper i the fmt peinciple of selfenjoyment.
It is the basis of all order and happiness
mankind,

The pesitive and contentious, the rude and
quarrefsome, are the bane of soticty, They seem
destined 1o blast the small share of comfort which
Nature has horo allotted to man.  But they can-
not disturh the peace of others, more than they
break thoir own. The hurricane rages first in
their own bosom, before it is lot forth wpon the
worll. In the tempests which they raise, they
are always tost; and frequently it i their lot to
perish,

50
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motive
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oF in your cot
this 1
“ thinketh

dogenerating int

be just; and 1 ull 1] :ul‘:
orror, with y Crim 1 o
will be 11 contingal irr .
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per, which 1
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pleasing charm, attach mén 1o one another, and
circulate joy from heart to heart !

You are not to imagine, that a benevolent tems.
per finds exercise only when opportunities offer
of performing actions of high generosity, or of
y. These seldom occur. The
jon of the greater port of mankmd, in a
 measure, precindes them,  But in the o
nary round of human affiirs, a thousand occa.
sions duily present themselves of mitigating the
vexatons wineh others suffi
mumds, of ading their int
el

extensive uul

v of sootiing their

wt, of promoting their
werfulness or ense,  SBuch oce

sions moy telato
to the emaller incidents of life. But it is of
small ine

onts that human lifie s chiefly com-

powed, ho attentiona: which respect these,
ted by

often mote waterial to the happiness of tl

when sug,

ul benignity of temper, are

around v, than actions which

arry the appear-
anee of greater dignity and splendour.

No wise or |'_rl-)(| man onght to account any
rules of behaviour as below his regard, which
tend to coment the great brotherhood of mane
kind In cwnfatable asion, In & more especil
manner, amidst that familiar intereourse which
belongs 1o domestie life, all thevirtues of wm-
per find their proper place. It is very unf

2
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pale, that witht
themse|ves at libe
the eaprice
ahmee, an th
pabcorny t

their heart; 1 i their
petnpers, in thewr
mners sl and

the real ¢
the wor
his own fumily,
he truly ia,

In all our intercourse, then, with others,

f

gicularly in that which s close

t.u which, |
gion seeks to form
Clirist ; this 1= the
The ba

ness ¢ é-pl!,! wh
himeelf, amd to sink I
but what the Seripture exg

nid 1o think
ht to do, but
the flat
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tering suggestions of self-love, and forms claima
upon the world, proporti
opinion which he has conceived of his merit,

ted to the imaginary

is preparing for himself'a thousand mortifieations,
d
vanity, and retreating within those bounds which
a moderate estimation of our churacter pre.
peribes, wo escape the miseries which alwnys
pursue an arrogant mind, and recommend our-
selves to the favour both of God and man,

Hence will matorally arise a contented tom.
per, which is one
can be enjoyed by man, and one of the most
materiul requisites to the proper discharge of the
duties of every station. Fora fretful and dis-
contented temper renders one jnrnpﬂl-}-- of por-

Whereas, by checking the risings of ill-found

the greatest blessings thnt

forming aright any part in life, It is onthank-
ful and impious towards God ; and towards man,
provoking and unjust. It @s & gangrene which
preys on the vitals, and infects the whole consti-
tution with disease and po

Subdue p

efietion.

and vanity, and you will take
the most effectual method of eradieating this dis-
temper.  You will no longer behold the objects
around you with jaundiced eyes.  You will take
in good part the blessings which Providence is
pleased to bestow, and the degree of favour which
M
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your fellow-creatures are disposed o g
Yiewing yourselv

with all vour i

and farlings, in a just
gurprised at

L you will m

oying =0 many good things,

sause there are any which
Fou want,

From
Bpring o
tus, is ot
plways bo
never to |
somitimes tn
W the proper por

At
o virtue
that light and gic
folly, and
and vie
owing to a total want of refloction; and |
with it the usunl conse
babit, shame, remorse, o
i the gnd. The ches

tented temper, will
18, if" not in itsell o vie-
should

rb in which wirt

ame time,

part of

hloess of & wall-ragne
Iated mind eprings from & good conscience and
the favour of heaven,
mnce and reason, It makes o man bwg
himself, and also promotes the happiness of all

bour

d by tempe-

n

mround him. It is the clear and calm sunshine

b5
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of a mind illuminated by plety and virtne. It
crowns all other dispositions, and comprehends
the general effect which they ought to produce
on the heart,

Such, on the whole, is the temper, or habityal
frame of mind, in & good man: devout towards
God; towards men, peaceable, eandid, affection-
ate, and humane; within dimsel] fumble, con-
tented, and cheerful. When this temper is
throughly formed within us, then may the beart
be esteemed to have been * kept with all dils.
wence,”™

That we may be thus enabled to keep ity for
the sake both of present enjoyment, and of pre-
paration for greater happiness, let us enrnestly
pray to fléaven. A greater blessing we cannot
implore of the Almighty, than that he who made
the human beart, and who knows its frulties,
would assist us to subject it 1o that discipline
which religion requires, which reason approves,
but which his grace alone can enable us to main-
tuin,
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CHAPTER VIL
CHOICE OF COMPANY.

Wiex the ut
o young man

hag been

ation proof—he

into the worst bot
and he is very like
with thoeo who spen
who scem lo think, that
would be loss ad
not to use it n defence

the place, in
ata great dis
yorse at all, it most be with
ners wo Jeast approve By
eligiee—when po valua
ly assocuting
like the o
we may have

n &7




CHOICE OF COMPANY.,

shon the other, seems ag full & proof, as we can
well give, that, if we avoid vice, it is not from
the sense we have of the amiableness of virtue,
Had I  Jarg
loaked inte any thal trealed on grave and veely)
subjects, that would contribute to wake me
requentiy, and

eollection of books, and never

wiser or better; but took tiose
those unﬁl\'. nto my hands, that would raise my
langhtor, or that would merely amuse m, or the
wopld give me lopse and impure wdeas, or that
incyleated albeistical and sceplical notions, or
that v filded with scurrility and wvective
thorefore could only servo to grutify my #pleen
und ill watere; they, who knew this 1w be my
practice, must certamly form a very unfavours.
ble opinion of my capacity, or of my worals, 1f
axtare had given me & good umlerstan ]
: were | to

much of my time passed in n
read nothing but what was (riffing, it woul
that understanding, it would »
and thoogh formed with commondable dispos
tiops, or with pope very blameuble; yet of my
Savourite authors were—wuch ts encouraged mo
to make the most of the present daur; not to
lock beyond it, to taste every pleas
offisred itself, to forego no advantage that | o
ebtain—such a8 gave vico nothing o four, por

L
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courngemne
Nor can it |
things would
mitted, 1!
Both fall under 1
fitly apply that term
B8 mid, with equal
books, o
wion, inde
usoally, much stron
from what we rewd
usoal intorcourse
us: each, th
altention
‘what in suid,
our own sent
improve upon it

i, or to
hear any

what que

1 we
please conc g it
Discourse is an application to our eyes, ns well
B ears; and the one orpgan w hero so far nssist-
Aot to the other, that it g the
ob




CHOICE OF COMPANY.

foree of what is transmitted to our minds by it
The air and action of the speaker give no emall
importance 1o his words: the very tone of his
voice, ndds welght to his reasoming; and occa-
sions that to be attended to throughout, which,
bad it come to us from the pen or the press, we
should kave been ssleep, before we bad read Jalf
of it

That bad eompanions will mnke us s bad ae
themselves, | do not affirm, When we are not
kept from their vices by our principles, we may
be so by our constitution ; we may be less profli-
gute than they are, by being more cowardly © but
what I advance as cerfuin is, that we cannot be
safe among them—that they will, in some degyee,
and may in a very great one, hurt our morals.
You may not, perhaps, be unwilling to have a
distinet view of the reasons, upon which 1 assert
this.

For many years of our lifo we are forming
ourselves vpon whal we observe in those about
vs. Wo do not only learn their phrase, but their
manners,  You perceive among whom we were
edueated, not more plainly by our iiom, than by
our behaviour.  The cottage offers you a brood,
with all the rusticity and savageness of its grown
inhabitants. The civility and eourtesy, which,

o
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brutality

F:nn!rf P
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UIL‘
he perceive
marks of b= ¢
Nor !
our cl
o show hit skes
gpeak, from those he s near—he cof
pearance—he seldom is, what the u

#on, or whatl s own i

n, like marrimge,
of partics. Th. k
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the pleasure w

& truth, that
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serve by us, |
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CHOICE OF COMPANY.

Yet he is weleoms to all tables—be is much with
those who have wit, who have humour, who ary,
really, men of abilities. Whenee is this, but
from the approbation he shows of whatever
passes ! A story he cannot fell, but he has o
laugh in readiness for every one he hears: by
his admiration of wit, he supplies the want of it;
and the
the meanness of his, whilst he appears always g
think as they do. Few have their looks and
tempers so moch at command a8 this man; and
fow, therefore, are so happy in recommending

who have capacity, find no objection 1o

themselves; but oy in his way of doing it, there
ia, obviously, the g st likelihood of suceess,
we may be sure that it will be the wey generally
taken.

Some, T grant, vou meet with, who by their

endeavours, on all cecasions, to show a superior
discernment, may seem to think, that to guin the
favour of any one, he must be brought to their
sentiments, rather than they adopt his; but |
fear these persons will be found only giving too
clear a proof, sither how abeurdly selfconceit
sometimes operates, or how much knowledge
there may be, where there is very little common
sense,

Did 1, in describing the creature called Max,

62

_—




CHOICE OF COMPANY

pepresent him as baving, in propor to his
Bulk, more bruins than any other animal we know
of; I should think this d
though it could be proved that seme o
gies had =carce any brains at all

Even w I.» e
the very civ

ription fules,

W0 Epes

ris not particnlarly sought,

who would be re-

ver wanting,
must remn the
disapprots
acting, or commending,
fgive disgust,
worst prine
ot when he sees what
grrafest shame, done wi
quiesce, ho is to show no
mat all

Consider yourself then in either of these situs-
. the favour of the bad
-0f

most jost

ut any ; o

ken, that what passes

sive to him.

olis Lo on

you are stmitt

tho danger you sl
likelthood there is,
loee the abhorence
with him, you ne

Will you ask me, w

¥ it is not ns probable—

G3
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CHOICE OF COMPANY.

that you should reform your vicious acquaintance,
nst they should corrupt you! Or, why may
I not as well suppose—that Uhe v will avoid
speaking and scting what will give yon offence,
as that you will be averso from giving them any

—that they will consult your inelinations, as that

you will theirs?

To avoid the length, which will equally
disagreeable to both of us, 1 will anly answer—
Do you know any instance, which can
you to think this probafile? Are pot you ap-
prised of many instances, thst greatly wesken
the probability of it 1

The vast disproportinn, which’ there is botwoen
the numbers of the serigus and the dissolute, is so
an to render it unguestionablo—that the
da the influenes

inee

notor
influence of the latter far execon
of the former—that a vicious men s moeh more
likely to corrupt a virtuous, than to be reformed
by him,

1 will elose my remarks on this head, with a

ic

passmage from w very pood historinn, which will
show you the sense of one of the ablest of the
ancient logislators on iny present subject.

This writer mentioning the laws which Cha-
rondu
a law with referenee to an eeed, o which former

(3]

Thurians, wmys—" Ho enacted

gave t




OCCUPATION NECESEARY TO HAPPINESA

Jawgivers hin

aipany. As he e

od, that of

ved that

1 not animady

coping

sometimes quile o

bo expressly onj
i any intinacy

arity with immoral pee-

gons—lie appointed that an accusation might be
exhibited for k
heavy fine on

ng bad company, and laid »
nvicted of it."

CHAPTER VIIL

DECUPATION NECESSARY TO HAPFINESE

I ax far from re
nEipid indi ¥4 not
pleasure, or that apathy which regands ot pain;
for this indolence of mind is
enjoyment. T conwider a ce
Position, prompling 1o the most active exerlions,
gathe first imgredient in the happimess of man,
Whoever possesses this sort of temper, 1 advise
Bim 1o plant, to saw, to write, pubilish ;—ta
build, hunt, angle, travel, or sail—wn short, to do
1 65
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OUCUTATION NECESSARY TO FAMTINESS

any thing to keep his mind engaged ; but never
to hunt after happiness, or gt the ardour of his
mind upon that. In all the other pursuits he
may find a share of happiness; but by b
is not to be eaught : as well may wo loose a pack
of hounds to hunt the eagle. But make the
Lord your God.  Bow to his will in all things,
and take hs word for the rle of your life, and
you shall be happy.

Were I to give you o philesophical definition
of the wonl happiness, | would sy that it is the
ol and the object i full possession of one
another. A man’s life will be always pleasant,
if he enter with all his heart and soul into the
concerns of it. * Whatsoever thine hand findeth
to doy do it with all thy might; for there is
peither knowledge nor device in the grave
whither we are all hustening.”

But remomber this i the ardour of pursuit
which 1 recommend, not the keenness of enjoy-
ment. [only say, that in virtwous and ective en-
gagements you will find bappiness where you
never expected to find ik Almost without your
knowledge, the means will be connocted with the
end, and you' will gnin the prize before you have
reached your imaginary goal. Take an example
from childbood, which is allowed by all to be the

66
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QOCUPATION NECESSARY TO HAPPINESS

of life. If this be true, it is

happiest e i

mil that ¢

with the
of reason
will it
and ligl
fanll
Jeave no in
dred years b
& fox-c

ol Wik
» of virtne, Lot r dutios,
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in 8
indifference, wh
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OCCUTATION NECESSARY TO HAFPINESS.
thout the danger of disappoinument ;

in hand

and con

e without

of esgrorness and ar

anxiety, ‘This state of mind is U
B
ing till time shall wear away the trae

power ol

i the happy moment at once, without wait-

ww of sor
to him

row. This seeming contradiction is
who suppresses vain hopes, and who derives from

every duty and occtipation of life the suin of what
it ean give.

It is a melancholy truth, that in oup character,
the fancy and imagination which painted the de
lights of the future ec

= embitter tho present
aienent. I we ked not overlaid the picture
with oo

enjoyed Nl
in this chec
hitterness, instead of rej

el gh colourmg, we might have

d have learned
to extra

as it i, We s

ored se t sweet fi

g the cup, becanse

the ingredients in it aro not mingled to our tas

but energy in our pursuits destroys the illusions

of imagination, amd never fiils to direct us at L
to the

grht goal,
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CLEANLINESS

upul'lx i,
Firs
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manifost off I different
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Ihe more
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i ine more they
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kept smooth and t
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utd and body, are

i+ and that se
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L with the
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We

prevalence of «

ons lose their horror,

us: on the c

fmry,

veighbourhood of good ox-

amples, 1y of what is
1 tho

by thome o

Sppear

shock

and thus pure and unsall

ate naturally sugy
jecta that perpe
are bonutifil and ¢

I the Bast, where the warmth of the climate

sted o the m

y when they

ir kind
makes cloanliness more immedi necessary
than in eol
the Jowsh law
which in son
bathings, purifieat
notore; amd wa 1 1 injunctions of this
kind in the book of Deuterohomy.
70
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CHAPTER X.

TME.

LOYMENT FOb

Px chict' purtions of our time must, of neces-
wty, be piver and to the
pmsential ¢
for which either o
qualified vs;
give 1o oths
by relie
their cor
Lits affo
Wbour, which our per
pelations roquire.

To thess

ta of human life,

the chiofl part of our time eught certainly to be
devoted, w 3 op our eyes fixed on the
result of o s wait for the SBon of

God from he .

that portion of our t
remotely s
that part of it, by wlich we
deavour 1o | '
personal usef

which is not «

note

it 1o our progress in holis

71




EMPLOYMENT FOR TIMEL

i, or in benevoler

lity to G e o
1 truly perverted from the ends for which

it was given us, and is to be set down in our

dehiverate refectons, s b irrecoverably

There is & certain portion of our time, wh

we pecessanly require for relaxation from the

me

sovers employments of lifie, But

it is most humbling to the best of us, o con

dispassiountely bow much time is lost in sl

eness; how much we might hav

epent in i
r duties which has left with us po 1

served |
b i vain; how much

maorial, but that it was s
given to acknowledged folly, or o
trifles, or o vain g
to the
of the
the

iy, or o pride, or to euvy, or

uits or the vohallowed strifis

which we ought to have

activity which
i

rood works whieh we

without ¢

how much

o e

» without en
re

hing on the

wired, we hod faithfully en

ve lost, in our labours, «

ne wWe

0 pursE

our own nun




EMTLOYMENT FOR TINE

have profited other men, or in the application of
our talents to our permanent nlerests,
Jf we turn our thoughts to Uus subject with
gerious and undivided attention, we shall find
”i reason Lo nscri
in bnowl

wk-, nm| ir
ness or to
P“k‘i the
Jesm peglicence witl
them to L
ar time hns t
gortunities of employing
peealled, do we perecive that the time which we
Jave deliberately
eenen the o
onght o have
fon of hav
might have |
It &8 imposs
be done by e
which might be f
W do not require
dulge aguinst our Judgment ; or from the frivo-
hll D:mp,ulmm which add nothing to cur hap-

a great part of our defi-
ness, 0 good

to the carcless
h we have re-
list-

have permiited

are d

aves on the con-

hat which

08 our usefilness and on our duties, The time
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EMPLOYMENT FOR TIME.

which might be redeemed from these sources, by
almost any individual, if it were fithfully and
religivusly employed for the business of humag
lifie, and for the grent purposes to whch our un.
derstandings and our talents ought to be ag
would add much more than it is possible to
both to the result of his labours, and to
effects on the probation appointed him,

great multitude, it would add at least an e

proportion Lo the time which they can deliberately
ped for useful purposes

oot down as empl
having been spent in fulfilling their real ¢
It would do much more to some individuals, wlioes
time has never beon precious to them, ond wiose
emential duties have nover been the chief ob
Joots of their salicitode.

But it is mosl important to consider, that the
time which every one of us haa it still in his
power to redeem, if it wers faithfully emplo
would be suffleient to lengthen the duration of
setive labours to more than twice their usnal
Could we resolve, in carnest, to employ t
best advantape, the hoors which have |
passed unhesded or unoccupied ; and tw w
with sedolous angiety, the moments which we
are conscions might be rendered substantiall
usefitl in the busipess of homan life; our

T
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EMPLOVMENT FOR TIME

Ployed, and so much for which they cannot gq.
swer (o God o to themeeives, that an sdimjong.
tion to persuade them to redeem ™ the fragments”
of time, which are still in their power, mus
as relating to

come bome to their conscienc
the most impressive and most foceible obligations,

How much time yet remains to any of gy
while we contnue m thus world, i= known only
4+ but the imperfection of our persona)
altninments, and our probation, which is il
ineomplete, suggest a subject of the most awiy]

cunEemlion.

The least portion of time becomes inealcula.
bly procious, from the uncertainly of human
lite, He who may dio to-morrow, has not tnday
I how

an hour to neglect or to lose.  He who fio
much of his time has already been squ lIll|"ru.‘_
and how much is yet to be done within t
Taw limits of his uncertain life, in erder to fulfl
his essentinl duties, or “ 10 work out his alve-
tion,” ean searcely fuil to regand the time which
remaing to him, both as the resource and the cons

*

solation of his heart.

If this should also be lost, nothing which he
can over be repaired.  On the
ol shall enable him to employ
better, more fudhiolly, more

i}

has left undon
ather hand, if
the time o co




EMPLOYMENT FOR TIME

mmestly, and more steadily, tl

el that which he can never re

thing, b least, he may st 1, which n

gecousited 1 Lim as he Lord
eame,”'

On this point P s than
that he who - stimate , frage
mente” of time st their proper valtie in enly
Jife, shall r 15 head above Dis brethren from

d know
iman
r God,

th, or more

rieh shall

fespectalle
fauch them to consider * the
B the objects of thewr wnform and sedulous
allention. We cannol recover that which is
spent ;. but ever
Jobour own, Whatever part of it we s
Play in essential duties, or in labours rea
fiil b sursclees or to the world, will neither be
#pent in vain, nor ever be remembered with

Tegret,

of time,

rtim of our time to come is

eme

¥ use-

w




CHAPTER XL
ECONOMY OF MONEY AND TIME

A ovry highly and peculiarly requisite for the

young, i n diereel management of ther ex-

ul and

penses.  Covetousness indeed, hat

cable a8 it is in the r, would be som

worse in them @ but all s not cuvelousness

they are apt 4o eall =0 wod extrviganee

mark caly of folly, not of gencrosity or po
nature,

They who sqmander needlessly at some tir
will be driven to perly at o
when they shonld have been bountiful: o

will make a truly mean fi , becayse they must

noeds make a falsely proaxone.  Then, oo

profusencss rist to any beight, it creates
great v

asines® with their parents and i
whom it always

s with fears about them, ar
I'r::qurv.-nly strmilens and distresses: then it oce
o% (us they most run m debt) diffic

and Joeses, ofteptimes ruin, to those with

they have dealings ; up} usaally o sueh of them

as deserve it loast y must bring th

xitios s they will

to drown the sense of them

™
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ECONOMY OF TIME AND M

by intem:

w to aim at nr out of

em by diwshonest arts and met ne kind
of anol r: yel probably in va 1 if they
come Lo h mil

hed, 11t
e object of
Romember 1
gonsitder well, t
v
things o L
st oo i
and exporoveniss,
Another sort of o

shouli s

oasy,

which young pex

pon. and keep

ng tl

e thirown

daily lesson of in ¢+ 1t will make their con-
Mition comfortable and reputable; and if they
think of being med st their ease ¥ are

infalliLiy

But whate
employment,
Pruper mu.p]--nil.»rﬂ

without some




FECONOMY OF TIME AND MOXKEY

empty spaces of it, grosd improdencies and e
will be crowding into them. Or i the idle
could avoid these, yeb surely it is bad enough,
that ey contot avold making w despiabie
h

i eonduets

figure in the world ; that their inattention, wi

will pradoally produce an inespasity
%, st subject them to an

ing their own uffs

mbsolute dependence upon others, who may im-

posa upon them without fear, o their great pee-
Judice, in more ways than one,

How painful will the reflection be to you,
ever you have any reflectic what happy cir
cumstances you might have been in, what an

honoursble appearance you might have made,
had it not been for this contemptible oqua
Bot a still more alarining thought i, that those
abilities and opportunities of improving yourself,
and being useful ta yout lellow-creatures, which
God hath bestowed on you, be will heresiter call

{:
|

you to answer for: nnd he hath warned you be
forehand, that * e unprofible and s
vant, who hath hid his talents in the earth, shall
b cast info outer darknemse."

All people therefore, and the young especially,
#hould keep themselves not only employed, but
employed to good purpese,  Both their friends
end they should be very careful not o direct

1)

e
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PLEASURES AND FASHION

attond to thisd

800N 0
should always r mber, that th
their minds to dwell vpon, the e 3

their «
ones that belong to the several

v 1o be spent in, are parily the pe

they are now, or probably will be

the genoral ones, of 4

hetr und

mgs in r knowl

ol mnid L

hearts in the
m other pursuits

throw away i
judiee of 1t

Y uf

e, in not enly an unpro

nees in

L inconven

doetive of

but a sin, justly liable w punishment in another

CIHAPTER XIL
PLEASURER AND FAEHION.

Thux first and chief thing in which young peo-

ple are concorned to show sobriety of mind,
moderating their natural fondness for ple i
and the two sorts of pleasure from which they
are in danger, are sensual gmtifications and gy

amisements,
All mnks and both sexes are equally bound to
avoid every thing likely to misguide their con-
_2



FLEASURES AND FASIIOn

Boct, or to inflame their desires ;
fheir tioughts o constantly on w
Tawiul, Tl
By such «
gheir innocor

to painfiul and

by them: sub;

fisenses, oxposed to varly distress in

s they must, as

rects, * keep aoder the body

8 Paw! further
abd bring it into subjection ;
MNciful nusteritios, but by rational selfdenial
remember
oonlesls o
that striveth for th
thing=."

The ather sort of §
ous o young people, are

not by hurtful or

on i eon cimes and

0N exy

strength and sctivity, ™ overy man

wrate in all

ly danger-
Usn-
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s I8 @8 innocont as it s

should be expres
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TLEABURES AND TASY

N

piness | cver t s which the
yolarivs |
Peseon i
peasoned Vi
How m
who,
thoughitles
ment, hav
fjured in ol
funie, ol
and trv
pain am!
bl
awhile, vou
yourseiyer,

Blrongth, thi
o of b
Yightfial

throug
ot of o basle

Yery enfranc:

and misery, to alnde
it! For thes
glect; and it 15 the s
you shall vecape botter than others, unless you
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FLEASUR AXD FASHION.
e, and attend to consequences.  Let the loy
plensure importun® you ever so strongly
most pmterml question, whether no mi

emsne,  Mstike pob the begning of life for tha
whole,  Provid

pce in great wiadom hath
pishied cvery perol of it i

af its own, and proper e

yice of the pext.  Youth is 1o prepare os for the
comivrtable enjoyment of manhood ; manbood fhe
st of old h part of vor Exstence op

eurth for the blessedness of heaven. Second the
imeniwmy pursee the daection of your grec ooy
Maker; and be ol you will never find your
nEtuant W eobtradictng M.

Allow yourselves fit instances of pl
it sensins, o w0 degree s wod enjoy thom with
a werry heart: but never let the thought of liv.
ing 1o pleasute pet the lenst possession of you,
Be industrions to check s abenrd and destruotive
s waagiation, by diligent application to sowe
proper business, and fixing a frequent return of
houes devated to reticed and sorious reedlivetion
The mere composure and quict of them will be
no swall sdvantnge to you s bt you will & !
much grester to stop from Lime to time and see
whereaboute you age; ta conwider whether you
are fallen intd ng wrong course ; whether vou

54
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fuine expectn

Bot, therefore, in you
ments and
the pains o
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while the appearance
the wise king di
darkness, for they shall be m
are 1o brenk vour spirits or
by melancholy prospects and
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anly ta

epose yolr honta into o state st
to that which vou Live i, and form your mir
Bo oo

el arou

vot with fow and low enjoyments from

* fat

a world
hap,

noss,
A weconel instance, in wlich the \|'\\[IL_ L
gront need to be * sober-minded,” 1w they

of imitating wthen

snd dong many thin
eomplianey with §

iy, to which they w

otherwise have no melipation. Now, conforr
to those around us in ponts of indifference, s
one commaendable part of scil behaviour, And
modle
it i very ailowable, wh
generl, to f

tely absurd customs, | they be harmlems,

e onee they become

amd despiss at the sumes Llime.

But beware of ywlding whera it may more
immedintely ondar
of that indilferenc

F your innotetce: beware
to relgion and religious
duties which of late hatl appeared so peculiarly
infectiops: bewate of being Jed insensbly into
such a turn of talk apd behaviour, &
of cmploying your thoughts amd time, however
polite they are atecunted, as may weaken youl
rogurd 1o the privciples of virtue, Always ox-
amine the rules of custom by those s
word, of renson and experience; and where yoo
]

methods




DNESE AND CONFIDENT
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CHAPTER XIIL

FORWARDNESS AND CONFIDENCE.

m for young

Usoxe St
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they ought to think, but to think se
liness and want of experience peculiarly dispose
them to err in this point; and the superficial
sdocation, the disregand to all authority, human
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Iy enjoined,
ily than
rly.” Live-
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and divine, and the liberty und the practice of

g what every one plea

y that
hiemed and
gproad the error to degrees nover known bed

v i the present age,

Hegee ey porpetuslly despoe the most usefil
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mire rifles, fol
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writ &

which they have litle .

ner, ol persons, olhers and them-
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3 Wi Yo e that
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vy, would they but reflect, that it may be
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fe step
townnds & eore. L muost put tham on examining
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really possessed of; wi
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FORWARDNESS AN CONFIDENCE.

proporiion as any pomnt is of consequence amd out
of your reach: for imstanee, in religinn. The
duties vl i are plais, sl plainly reasonable; o
are e doctrines, too, ax far as we can understund
them and judge of them: but we can understand
and | ¥
They relate to the infinite paturs of God ; 10 the
bounuless wiews of bm providesce; to lelum
times; it may be, w fulure world. No wonder
that of such things we do not comprehend the
whole, thoagh he may liave good ressons, whether
wo percerve them or not, for telling us part; and
yet, witboot comprebending \he whels, some
parts must seet upscoountable,

Now, such difficulties s these, or possibly
less, o raw sel-sufficient youth chances to think
or o be told of; rume away with them; and
detides the weakess of those who belivwe what
they are taught. But can it possibly make any
doctrine of religion doubtful, that persons, bred
op in the magner that God knows 1o many are,
and living afterwards ns may be expected, do not
understand i, of do mob Whke i, or bave heand
mare of the objections agninst it than the argu-
ments for it! Or should they not rather learn to
suspect that they have not & sufficient acquaint-
snce with the subject !

w of fome ol them but very imperive

o«
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For what will become of good sense and right
‘behaviour i the w if people are to think
themealves masters of every th
Bnow but any thing of, and to desy
thing they know
Nory unrear
gind: it destroys o
mitention Lo the virte
ies and their lives;
Fﬂ o oar
beyond ull
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e every
This is both a
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turn of

e Prophet den
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s for light, and light for
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If this universal
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they wre most diverted for an wle bonr, The
very quality that recommends thaom w this lagtey
respect, is an insuperable oljfection to them in the
former,

Another thing ought to be olwerved, whicl

b, iy
vy youdh, at lewst, we commonly overlook s U
they wha love

ten plaging themselves i
full view, whatever care they t

y nbout their
appearance, are apt to bave more seen of

an I8 10 their advantage.  And tas danger is
the prestes, us, whoever desires too esynestly
to make the best figure he o

n, will almost cer-
tainly be carried on to mm ot making a botte

than he can, and of consequepcs will make a
much worse than he needs,
Lige

t pambers whe might bave passed thiough
life with abapdantly sufh

approbation and

rogard, by the mere belp of plain good sen,
good temper, have, by afiveting more
ness and sprightiiness, more judgmont or know-
ledge, pechaps than thoy had, o, bowover, thas
they had occarion to show, become ridicu
those whom they wanted to think highly m,
Bat a further apd more serions evil is, that whers
the pasion for being remmrknble i permitted e
grow very strong
bring it about, peg

o

ile. methods will not

sarely templed to use



FORWARDNESR AND CONFINENCE

pthers; to procure admiration of their persons by
faproper scts awl freedows ; of their learning by
amettions of groundless novelti of their wit
By ill-nature or profuneness.

And yet, after all, genernlly speaking, these
gonfrivances prove insufficient. Traps lnid for
applause are almost alwnys seen, and so disgust
those who see them, that they often refise even
eal merit its due acknowledgments, when they
ate too openly claimed, Now and then, indeed,
llhese vain characters do push themselves into

reputation, without uny title to it; but as
hasty growih s snaccompenied with inward
Mrength, aNer being & short time gnzed gt and
iw. they are crushoed under the weight of
ﬁr own frame, and sink back into nothing;
While every ono rejoices ot their fall, and
Wonders liow they ever came to rise 5o high in
the estoem of the world,
On all accounts, therefore, y men ought
o¥er (o express, in their whole eonversation and

our, & modemte opinion and distrust of
Wemeelves ; with no smal o nrd deforence
% others, how fur soover they may bo from
Making a showy appesrance, For still sach
Permond. may bave a grest deal mese
Omamental necomplishments o produ

wien of




FORWARDNESE AND CONFIDENCE

occsions than you are aware ofj or, supposing
them not st all compamble o you in thess
respects, they may exeel you m moeh meore
portant thinge—in goad conduct, virtuo wnd
ph

besides these, remembor it depends
your use of them whether you shall be th t
or the worse for them ; and be assured they will
naver bo truly beneficial 6 vou without bl
of heart and bebavignr., Instead, therefore, of
the unprofitable sod pnsfe employment of ad.
wiring yourselves, and esdewvouring o maks
others admire. you, for qialives of small
doubtfiul value, indulgs but a modemta comp
gouee in the very best that you conesive
aro passessed of; think how impe
in them, how many otheérs you want, how m
bed orem you bave; aud far from chesishing the
poor vanity of vycing with those sround y
prostrate yoursell before God, and_earnestl,
woech bim to tarmn his face * from your sine,
put out all your misdends; to make you a clean
heart, and renow a right spirit within yo
L]

e




CHAPTER XIV.
ETIQUETTE

the art
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il attention on our parts to theirs

will equ illy please th Let & ) SETIONS,
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from every individua
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Sould, that rec

to the majority, The art
sannot b reduced to a receipt: if it
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ETIQUETTE

and the good advice of others, must give the
right colour and taste to it

The graces of the persan, the ecountsnance,
wod the way of speaking, are csentinl things,
the very mmo thing, sil by a genteel pe
in an eogaging way, and gmeefully and dis
tinetly spoken, would please, which would shock
if muttered out by an awkward figure, with a
sullen serious countenapee, The poets repre
sent Venos as attonded by the three Graces, to
intimate, that even beauty will not do without
them. Minerva ought to bave thres also; for,
without them, lenrning has fow attmetions,

If we examme oursejves rnnr_u!sl‘\', why par-
ticular persons please and engage us more than
others of equal merit, we shall always find, that
i is becanse the former have the graces, and the
latter pot. 1 have known man
an exact shape, and a sym
of beautiful features, pl
others, with very moderate shapes and features,
have charmed overy body. It is certnin, that
Venus will not charm #o0 muoch without her
attendant Graces, as they will without her
how ofton has the most solid merit

o,

n,

0 woman, w

al nssembl
se nobody ; — whi

been ne unweleome, of oven reje
for want of them! while flimsy parts,
100




ETIGUETTE.

fnowledge, and less merit, introduced by the
graces, have been received, chenshed, and ad-
mired.

We proceed pow to investigate what these

ure, and to give some instructions for
Mﬂiﬂﬂf«' them.
A man's fortu
by his first addre
aro burried inveluntarily into a persuas
Be has & merit which posaibly b
the ot hand, if is ungraceful, th
Emmedintely prejodiced against him, and vowills
g to allow him the merit which, it may be, he
Bas. The worst-bred man in Europe, should a
ady drop her §
and give it o her: the best-bred man in Europe
gould do po more. The diff
Wonld be considerable; the latter would please
by his graceful address in presenting it; the for-
mer would be laughed at for doing it awkwardly.
The carringe of a
and his motions graceful. He should be parti-
ealarly careful of his manner and address, when
e presents himself in company. Let them be
respectful without meann
much familisrity, genteel without affectation,
and insinusting without any seeming art of
101
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ETIQUETTE

design. Men, as well as women, are much
aftener lad by theie hearts than by their un
stapdings, The way to the heart is through th
senses ; please their eyes and their cars, and
work is half done,

However trifling some things may soem, they
are no longeér s when above half® the world
thinks them otherwise. Carving, ns it oceurs at
Yeast once n avery day, i not below oar potice,
We shonld nee ourselves to carve adroitly and
genteelly, without hacking half sn hour across a
bane, without bespattering the company with
the muce, and without overtuming the glasscs
into your neighbour's pockets,. To be awkward
in this particular, is extremely disagreeable and
ridiculous, Tt is easily avoided by a little atten-
tion and use; and a man who tells yoo gravely
that he cannot carve, may as well tell you that
he canmot blow his noee; it i both e easy wnd
ns “fﬂiﬂ-]’y. ]

Study to acquire that fashionable kind of
small-talk, or chit-chat, which provails in all
polite assemblies, and which, trifling as it may
eppest, is of pse in mixed companics, and at
table, It tums upon public events, and then is
at its best; very often upon the number, the
gooduess or badness, the diseipling, or the cloth-

102
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ps of d

ent princes ; sometimes
the rel
the

balls, me

"nf the tre
gpon. the families, the murria
of people
fificence of public entertainme
'u-mfu-ﬁ. &e, U .
b8 not amiss to know how to parler cwisine,
i to be able to dissert upon the growth and
fiavour of wines it i troe, are very
Jittle things;
yery often, and th
.-,pm.f.’.an el grace

The person shoul
teath, han
A dirty mouth has re
owner; for it infallibly
s the ot s and is very
Blensive, for it will m inevitably stink. No-
thing looks more ordinary, valgar, and illiberal,
thian dirty hands, and ogly, uneven, and ragpred
nils - the ends of which should b
ack, and smi
ments of circles ry time t
are wiped, rub the skin round th
‘Wards, that it may not grow up, and shorten
them too much. Upon no s mt whatever put
S0 fingers i your nose or vars. 14 is the most
shocking, nasty, vulg ness, that can be

fashion ; and some

s, lilrew

+ things that oceur

wld be said avee

be accurat

and nails, &

ay, an well

kept mmnc

ped with

, and e

e
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offered 1w company, The ears shoold be washed
well every morning, and in blowing the noss,
never Jook at it aflerwands,

These things may perbaps appesr too insig. |
nificant to be mentioned ; but when it is remen.
bered, that a thousand little nameless things,
which every ono feels, but no one ean describe,
conspire 10 form that whole of pleasing, I think
we ought not to enll them trifling, Besides, o
clean shirt and a clean person are as necessary
to health, as not to offend other people. I have
aver beld it as a maxim, anid which I bave lived
to soe verified, That a man who is negligent at
twenty, will b » sloven st forty, and intolenable
at fifty yoars of age,

Attend to the pliments of cong
or condolepce, that you hear a well-bred man
make to his superiors, to his equals, and to his
inforiors; watch even his countenance, and his
tone of voice; for they all conspire in the mam
point of pleasing, There is a certain distinguish-
ing diction of & man of fashion ; he will not con-
tent himsell with saying, like John Trott, to &
new-married man, * 8ir, I wish you moch joy ;"
of to o man who has Jost hes son, * Sir, | am
sorry for yoor loss,” and both with & countenance
equally wnmoved: but he will sy i effect the

1M
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gant and less trivial
to the

mme thing, in a more el
smanner, and with a counte
gocasion. e will ad
igity, and a chee
marriod man, o
g0 hiin, “ If' you do j
you, you will j
ithis occasion, better than |
Mo the other in affliction he will sdvance sk
il & prave composure of eow
amore deliberate manner, and, with a lower vo
iperhaps sy, * 1 hope
goavinced, that I feel whatever you feel, and
ahall ever b

There i3 a certain la
& fishionable dictic
ought to be

nce adag

ance with warmth, viva-

ul countenance, to the new-

embracing hir

attnchment to
¢ that [ feel upon
s it."" &e.;

jee to m

! EX}

ned, o

3 do me the jus

cted whero y

in whatever lan-

guagoe Le h attend to it
Hlly, and d their lunguage,
which i s, helps them out

excesdin " diction is char-

Beteristic:
pany.

Dress ia one of the vari
contribn e art of |

an object of some attention ; for we cannot help
Rrming some opinion of & man's sense and char-
o 105




ETIQUETTE.

acter from his dresse.  All affectation in dross,
implies a flaw in the understanding. Men of
sense carefully avoid any particular character in
their dress; they are accurately cloan for their
own sake, but all the rest i for the sske of other
people. A mnn should dress ns well, and in the
same manner, &8 the people of sense amd fasd
of the place where he is: i he dresses mare
than they, he is a fop; if he drosses less, |
unpardosably negligent: but of the two, & young
feliow shonld be rther too much than too Litt]
dressed ; the excess of that side will wear off
with n little age and reflection.

The differepce in dress between s man and o
fop is, that the fop valuees bimself upon his dress,
and the man of sense lughs at it, st the same
time that he knows he muost not negleer it
There are a thousand foolish customa of this
kin, which, as they are not criminge}, must b
complied with, and even cheerfully, by mon «
sense, Diogenes the Cynic was o wise man for
despising thern, but a fiol for showing it

Wa should pot attempt to rival or to execl &
fop i dress; bt it s necessary 1o dress, 10 nioid
singularity and ridicnl®;  Grest care should be
tuken to be always dressod like the reasonable
people of our own age in the place where we

106
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of one way or

. Dor oo much

wn will never

nume y and

for the dr
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» u man's
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part of the body in the
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man dances well from the waist 1s, wears
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dances well, Coming imo a room, and pre.
senting yourself to & company, sbould be alsg
attended to, an this always gives the first im.
pression, which is often indelible, Those why
present themselves woll, have a certain dignity
in their adr, which, without the least miniure of
pride, at once engages and is respected,

Drinking of healths is now growing out of
fishion, and is deemed uppolite in good com.
pany, Custom once had rendered it universal;
bt the improved mavners of the age now con.
sider it s absurd and vulgar, What can be more
rude or ridiculons, than to interrupt persons ot
their meals with an unnecessary compliment !
Abstain, then, from this silly custom, where you
Gad W disused ; and wese L only st those tables
where it contitues general,

A steady assurance is too often improperly
styled impudence. For my part, [ s2e no impu-
dence, but, an the contrary, infinite utility and
advantuge, in presenting ope’s sl with the
same coolness and wnconcern, in apy and every
company. Till one can do that, | am very sure
that ope can never present one's sell well
Whatever is done under egncern and embar-
rssment must be UL done ;, and Gl o wan s abe
solutely easy and ned in every company,
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e will never be thought to have kept good, nor
be very welcom
pﬂ.llf under th

ih it Assurance and mtre-
white banner of seeming mo-
it that would other-
iculties in its jour-

pudence |

the nowiy

of a s and

pevor be
whatever b
pily do very
&0 affair, |

te to dispatch
take care not to et that

Little minds are

ves, as it com-
; they run, they
x them-
and

I". o n!'
o do everything

But a man of

+ takes the
is about

ium- nece

t :.‘I1|'1;I_\' of h
he pursucs it with o cool steadin
it before be beg:

Frequent and loud langhter is the charscter-
Intic; of fol he manner
in which the mob express their silly joy at silly
100
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things; and they eall it being merry. In my
mind, there is nothing so illiberal, and so ill-brod,
fible langhter. True wit or sease, n
o any body laugh: they are abe
they please the mind, and give a cheerful
the eountenance. But it is low buffonery
willy pecidents, that always excite langhter ;| and
that i= what peaple of semse vl breoding show
themselves nbove, A man's going to mt de
in the supposition that he has a chair behing bim,
und filling down vpon his breech for want of
one, sets o whole company a-laughing; when al]
e wit in the world could not do dty w plain
proaf in my mind, how Jow and enbecoming o
thing Isughter is; not o mention the dismgree.
able noise that it makes, and the shocking die.
tortion of the face that it occasions,

Many people, st first from awhwardness, have
got a very dissgrecable and silly trick of Jaugh
ing whenever they speak ; and I know men of
very good parts, who cannotl say the commonest
thing without langhing ; which makes those who
do net know then take them st first for natorad
fools.

It is of the utmost importance to write lettens
well ; s this is a talent which daily occurs, ns
well in business ms in pleasure ; and insccurn-
110
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gies in orthogmaphy, or in style

doned but in ladies ;

nor is it hardly
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dread, und therefore should take more pains 1y
avoid, than having any ridicule fixed on him. I

the opinion even of the most mtional men, i
will degrade him; but ruin him with the re
Maoy a man has been undone by acquiring o

ridieulous nickpame, The cs nicknan
niBang e

defects in man

wre genevally the 1

n, air, or addres

hove the ap tion of muttering, swhkwan
bred, abaent, |
name, would injure you more than you imagin
avoid then these little defocts, and you may set
ridicule st defiup

To negnire o graceful uitersnce, reud alowd ¢

some friend every day, and beg of him to inter.

egped, annexed always to ¥

rupt and correct you, whenever you read to
fust,
emphasis, or utfer your words unintelligibly
You may even read slood to yourself, and tu
your uttefance to your own ear. Take carc to
open your teeth when v
articulate every wond distinetly ; which last can-
not be done but by sounding the final Jetter.
But above all, study to vary your vice according
to the subject, and avoid a monotopy. Daily
aiettion 10 these articles will, in w file time,
render them easy and habitoal to you,
112
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The voice and manner of speaking,
Bt to be neglected.  Bome people alo
heir mouths when spoak, a
et they are not 1o
0 fst, and sputter, that they are pot
Werstood neither;
i they were talking to deaf people;
@ow, that one cannot hear th

erstood ; others

some always speak a

1 and disagreeahle, and

ention are the

guishing 1 wh
w no ci
MOt imoring
fittle things:
groat g
Mese talents ; and others well received, only
ffom their |
Ofes,
Orthograpl
[Dbcessary for a
that one fulse spell
or tho remainds
Will contribute, in & great me
¥ou from exposing yours
are gencrully w
the arthography of the times. nes words,
indeed, nre spelled differently by different au-
r 113
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Mind yoar distion, In whataver Jar

either write, or speak, contract s habit ¢

re,  Consider your style,

rectness and gle

oven in the freest varmbon and most funl .
letters,  Aj; ',
wid u thing, ref
better,

Every man who has the use of hiy e
his r
Pleases. N, sthin,
® SCraw
rmal hand like that of a sc 400
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and elegnne

Wi would
Walgarism in lunguag

i of bad company
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» thetorie of & vulgar man, Would
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woman. A may of fishion never has recoursy
o e
favourite words por herd words; but ta
tare o wpeak very core

arhe, aod vulger apborisms ; uees neith

v mned ErRseT
sid to propounce properly ; that is, accor
the geuge of the best companion

Humming a tune within ourselves, dru

with cur fingers, making a nolse with o

o,
and such awkwand habits, being wll breaches of
good manners, are the

elore indicatiops of cur
contempt fof the persons present ; amd conse.
quontly should not be practised,
Eatmg very quick, or very slow, is v:!
sl of \'Jl ar

the former infers

TR
yoarself, Esting soup with your nose¢ in the
Plote s aleo yvolgar, Bo lkewise m emeth
the meat while on the fork, before you put
your mouth, 1 you dislike what is set upon
your plate, leave it; but never, by smelling 1o, or
examining it, appear to tax your friend with
placing unwholesome provisions befare you.
Spitung on the floor or carpet is a filthy prac-
tice; and which, were it to become genersl,
would rovider it na necessary (o change the car-
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CHAPTER XV.
EXTRAVAGANCE

et every passion,

which natu

oract its own parpose. Too mue
circimspoction ;

warrior

ery
the trader, Too
the lover that es

Indies are Thus ext

vaganee, t

d by vanity, and ineited by voluptuon

by the charncter

ved, little st

quainted with i which the wisdo
has impressed the stamp of
devoid alike of knowledge and of vi
whom is his profision praised, bat
who e

vient lo

dor him ns sl

ns that entice him to
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EXTRAVAGANCE
reproach him with the vices promoted by them,
wclves,
And as little preten

squandens his

has th

man, why

by

% CXPeTIsey,
groes of pleasure than are oltaine]
i-!- olthere, To make
ry that we

any happiness sincers, it iy
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10t bo expecis
weions that o very shorl Lime w
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v it pressul pos
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" poverty, which wi
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CHAPTER AVL
CHASTITY

I xow not how it is, that our sex has wmirped

chastity ool of the

eatalugue of masculin
lking 10 the wirld yer un!
tare to recommend it ps the nobl
Tieation,

but as 1 am now

¥ wilh

male guali

It is, methinks, very unreasonable, that the |
dificulty of siaining oMl cther poad hat
what makes them purable ; bat in this case, |
Voe vory atlempt W become Tidiculous: bot, n
] of all the rallery of the world, truth »
stilh troth, amd will have beaun
from it. 1 should, upon

s occamon, bring cx-

# of hero

iy, wire § not afraid of
baving my volumg thrown away
P of the ww
the meTe alwen

o whi o wo furthir, at best, e

ntonted to be
in
this plr' cultr, m gentleman in the eourt of

of ill, and nre ¢

miher irreproachable, than pray

v ety tho oharms ot

Panth,
s Yhal ®

wlling o he was w i

it her. But that

wht is & vory grest man 1o this day, snewered
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CHASTITY.

the pimp, was & man of
without r
should v
Jave lois
w%b-{ o
ter emp!
m:L" ‘h 'I I Il‘\f' I
1 8ind not one so gener
b Lthat of
Bad trusted him

. now |
it 10 ngain
| oag l\. 1o be bet-
n | cast at

& master
tin the
+ knew
¢h he did
rresistibly

ne-
v gallant
th not

commit-

e i
ath he kept
t thou

i

which
buge mind would have m
ting the evil, was 1o this
motive for fir it with
Espunity ; the malice and falsehood of the disap-
pointed womnn naturmily nros

20d there is but a short step from the practice of
1

r comimit-

on that occamon,
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HONOUR

bard with
o tell you,

HONOUR

Evin
onght 1o
fercot o
work o
Are proo

which o
Lhing, ot

The
nature, tha
which aro naty
been cultivated b
education, Tlus
_li.gumi for those, w

in such as have

o8, or o refined

3 chiefly de-

ho by mesns of any of these
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HONOUR

sdvantages are, or ought to be, actuated by this
glorious principle.

But as nothing i more pernicions than a prin.
ciple of action, when it & misunderstood, T shal]
consider honour with respect to three sorts of
men. First of all, with regard to those who have
a right notion of it Becondly, with regard o
those who have a mistaken notion of it, And
thirdly, with regard to those who treat it as chi-
merical, and turn it into ndicule.

In the first place, true honour, though it b
different principle from religion, is that which
produces the sme effects.  The lines of setion,

though drmwn from different parts, terminate in
the seme point.  Religion embrae
i# enjoined by the laws of God; honour, us it 1
graceful aud ornamental w0 human nature, The
religious man fears, the man of honour scorns, to
do an ill netion, The latter considers vice
something that is beneath him; the other, as
something that is offonsive to the Divine Being
the one, as what is unbecoming; the other, aswhat
i forbidden, ‘Thus Seneca speaks in the paton
and gennine language of & man of bonour, when
he declares, that, were thore no Gal to see or
punish vice, he would not commit it, becanse it
i@ of so mean, so base, and so vile a nature,
126
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HONOUR
1 shall conclude this head with the description
of honour 1n the part of young Juba:

o tie, the law of king

vishing perfection;

ne virtne when it meets ber,
o

2 ought 501 1o be sported with —yro,

In the second place, we are to consider those
Who have mistaken notions of honour. And these
gre such as cstablish any t
& point of honour, which is contrary either to the
Saws of God, or of their country ; who think it
more honourable to revenge, than to forgive an
{ujury : who make no scruple of telling a le, but
Wwould put any man to death that accuses them
of it: who are more careful to gu their ropu-
fation by their cournge than by their virtue. True
fortitude is indeed eo becoming in human nature,
that he who wants it scarce dese
of & man; but we find severa] who so much
abuse this notion, that they place the whole idea
of honour in a kind of brutal cour
means we have had many am
called themselves men of honour, that would
Bave been o disgrace to a gibbet. In a word, the
man who sacrifices any duty of a reasonable
Sreature to a prevailing mode or fashion; who
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wour, are of a more

pdly of no
and sba
aetunted |
Bope of
gotis of

gata

1 even those

med nature U who are

+ potions of it; as there is more

men
have jost
Batural o
Praved. =
Every thing
Bon with
PETBONS 05 Visi

cent and unde-

d miscreants ridicule

» Uint comes In compelti-

and treat those

od up, in o

EOrTup ard
Joined t or experience
of suct 1 very often usefil in
parties But wh

angd digmits arrive at,
eonsider that every one &
annals of his country, w
of honour by nny other way, than
virlue,
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CHAPTER XVIIL
[ALE CONVERSATION

FE

Tt is & fuet, however it may be received,

the fair sox excel more in
attar the women, for |

pversation than

fett the boauty

2 they spead

ion s, that they listen 1o and

of their eony

SO

n great dea| ware. They |
roplion, which enat
arse, and a wo

an acutencss of pc

w the most m

riority of ‘candour which prevents them fr

i, Theyr n

i
alown
mislead
therefore

firrred the

0 compat

their own. Waor

"l e

ir power ov
or all their fanlts, we must cor
en for conv
@ 1o our own sex.  The
o) delicate than the

nature

mperior
e moro
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FEMALE COXNVERSATION

gare ot commnnd, When sweetness and modesty

lo not render

Which surround them; yet, if’ we
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FEMALY CONVERSATION

ourselves incapable by our carelessness, o cerlajn
degree of knowledge on all subjects s n
competent to all.  There wre, then, ¢

grrounds on which, as rationsl crestures, we d
meet. How us v

OUT cony

senses give him sl
I have been often am
of convermtion disc

life. The quarter from w b
and bow long it has tmvelled on the same cur-
veut, awl the off

and cattls, is a gra
though all know
eob dishes and wines aro to be discussed,
nbove all v g O, 1t b
what grand o in th
I once heard a reverend pr
had of Iste made o very 3
What was it, think you!

it bms on

P e

mna

rics have b

or assort, that he

dincone

That beet ra

a pickle greatly superior to the radssh
bagre of Bave

or ¢

This, to be sure, is all

ary trivinl; but it i
barmless, and may lead to deeper researn

the arcana of pature, It is, at all events,
than cireniating siander
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FRIVOLITY.

o mischief.
Jous custo

on such trif

» illiberal prejudices an

ns of the world, compel me lo

hey oceur in all par

ucted, and whe

If. But, alas! what a pity

crealures s

eat and drink

fogether o o

we! It is one of the un-
nature, that in
1 the principal

1

aEnture o wi
mther t
what w
parties the finer
gonstilulion, L

portion of our

, ought to be gratified as

CHAPTER XIX.

VOLI
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they expected th
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and that where
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FRIVOLITY

capse of (hat fris

bat is said of

are n
ther under o

conceal their ignc
knowledge, Henes

gandipst ool

the world may
yield ps no

Lol rres)

How lovely to
mixed wih lostning, wit with good
o taste o dress with a taste for something o
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cither b

with
walevolent talk, [
an other o

it i ¥

1 o

scratobilo over & wall of mod, in w

yw your ambition and

Let mo
gentecl
nheoiac

atroat, then, of every Christian an

muhity (o el

ngrre

ent Wnts s
convenstion \'. hnl pleasare can it give to
ati e
presont ¢

doef s myapected of a very
e or ridi ! s it

totell a s

W
unfl

acti

¥ 10 & ¢
cannot be told to the pe

tetestad 1 And wi

wply

does

s expost hime

the du ting a lie! When n

iger of cin
of woinan brandi this weapon of misch
among their friends, it is a clear pr
afo unfit for the tional e
pﬂ]l
give full credit to the acecunt, thougl perhaps,
e vetailer may be the trantieth, person from the
original, This i stabbing a man behind iz
back ; and for his own charmcler's mke, no one
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RELIGIOUS CONVERSATION.

¥antagous as occasional conversation on the prin.
eiples of our mutual belief, and the doctrines of
grace and malvation T Buffer me, then, to detail 4
few of the advantnges which, th
God, we wre Yikely 10 enjoy by indu
blissfial communication of sentiments, as

blessing of

it 0 thig

stmcting ourselves from worldly concern
One great advantage, then, w
of God derive from conferring together, s growth

and  improveméent in Yhe spirtual Yife. The

words we hear in conversation, especially I

those wa love, bave o surprisiog inflgene

torn of the mind, the feclings of the heart, and
our behaviour in life. T have seen ms

stances, and T relate it with pleasure, that .

ple hint hath rised and o
thone, bach cmught bhold of o
todtert

hed devount affee.

an, when
on the verge of somp foul trans

and |a~'->n the means of re-cstablishing him in vir-
toeyand in a laodable conrse of action every way
becoming a sincere Christian. [ have known
w converation held in s dieam base
effect on the heart in warning one from approach-
ing evil, And f know that many a man hath
felt the emotions of gratitude stir in his breast
by being casually put in mind of God's preat
Yoving-kindness wwards him, A sing
1




RELIGIOUS CONVERSATION.

W from those we esteem comecrning the execel.
of our religion, and the surpassing love of

s for fallen and ruined mankind, or concern.
the dignity, the reality, and the beauty of
y amidst all the corruption, confusion, and
tion, which like a clond of wrath hath
jerspread the world,—such n genial hin, 1 say,
fill seldom full in vain. It awakens in the soul
Bmirntion and love to God: it kindles n warm
pmire i the hearer towards virtne and holiness,
berishing the same desire in the heart of the
aker. How often, too, hath soft persunsion
Reificd wrath and stemmed the impetucus tide
W passion! How often hath it excited pity and
ation, and allayed the boisterous inten-
of roevenge and eruelty, controlled a friend's
nal desires, made him alter his purpose, and
gorve his innocence ! How beautiful and for-
then, mre these words of the great King
' Israel ! They ought to be engraved on the
ot of every heart. A wholesome tengue ix o
bee of life ; but perverseness therein is a breach

the spirit.
I could quote many passages of holy writ
: l.'lw same purport, not one of which is to be
d or neglected; such as, “A word fitly
o8 like apples of gold in pictures of silver.™
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RELIGIOUS CONVIRSATION
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GENTLENESS OF MANNERS

T po not }
ueeful
wnite ren
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Other: Lowever,




e the Grat, aod thinks to carry all bef
¥ the Iast. He may possibly, by ¢
cident, now and then suceeod, when he
woak and timid people to d
general fate will be, to sbock, offend, be hated
and fil, On the other he
man thinks to grin
manners anly ; he

ol with ;

ho seems to |

sdopta the present opinien of the pe
person ; he 1
wom of foole; bt
despise

bimself enly inta the

4 woon diote
by every body els
(who diffisrd ns moch from
the cholerig

, B W

R Wise m

cunning as fr

oftncss

) nlone j
with firmness of m
The advanta

qualities are ¢
exmple —If you a

right to command, your commands,

wiitingly,

with mildness and gentlencss, will b

werquently, well, obeyed;

r ba
dy

you have 8

f given brutally, they will rath
interpreted than executed. For a ccol =
resolution should show, that whe
right to command, you will be obeyed; but, st
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GENTLENESS OF MANNERS,

1 make it & cheer-

sible, the mor-

-
sither,
per; b
sendy
Tﬁw firmne

g the mans
r you must, by a
and decent

Housness,
ght mo-
LCLions
n high stations, who o

and resolution, The

W 1I|-~ true ones of me

importunity H
mlise 1o justice, or to merit.
Sllness, cngage their |

the pretence of «

d firmness er

good nature.
0 the wants and
goons are to their bodily pa
Bear of them all ds s, and even
simulatod ones, that
real, nnd whict 1
fore to be applied to than those of mere justice
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a ENESS OF M

and humanity ; their fivour must be captivated
their love of case disturbed by

vearied importunity, or their fears wroo

by the gruces

ur

=
way |
nd \\|rl|....| be

opan by & doc
reseatpent. T
know in the we

des and beri hated. ]:
the dignity of ch every

vour to estahlish.
If you find that you bave a

Wiso man must ¢

To eon

hastiness

n y

bremks out into indiscreot

ssions, 10 either your

or your inf :

ully, and call the

first impulse of passion, be sileat, till you
3

w

ces 1o your assistance,

Labour even to got the cor

ean be

se emolions

nee so well, that th
n it: a most unspeakal
On the other hand

of your co
may not be re
vantage in bus
complaissnce, no gentlencs of temiper, no
d of pleasing, on your part, po wheed
coaxing, nor flattery, on other people’s, mnke
you recede one jot from any point that reason
and prudence hnve bid you pursuo; but return
to the charge, persist, persovere, and you will

find most things sttainable that are posable. A
L4




GENTLENESS OF MANNERs.

iding timid meekness is always abused and
by the unjust and the unfeeling; but
sustained by firmness wod resolution, s

ys respected, commonly successful.

In your friendships and connections, as well as
B your enmities, this rule is particularly useful,
et your firmness and vigour preserve and invite
fachments to you; but, at the same time, let
pour manner hinder the enemies of your friends
id dependants from becoming yours: let your

mies be disarmed by the gentleness of your
mer; bat let them feel, at the same time, the
diness of your just resentment; for there is
jgreat difforence between bearing malice, which
ays ungenerous, sl a resolute seli-defence,

b is always prudent and justifiable.
Some people cannot guin upon themselves to
easy and civil to those who are either their
competitors, or opposers, though, inde-
ently of those nccidental circumstances, they
like and estcem them., They betray n
and an awkwardness in company with
and ecateh at any little thing to expose
y and so, from temporary and only occas
opponents, make them their personal enes
This is exceedingly weak and detris
a8, indeed, is all humour in business;
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MORAL CHARACTER.

which can only b carried on successfully by un-
ndultersted good policy and right reasoning. In
such sitoations I would be more particulariy
civil, pasy, and frank, with the man whose de.
wigns | trayersed. T'hw is commonly called gene.
rosity and magnanimity, but i, in truth, good
wonse and policy. The manner i often as mn.
portant as the maller, somelimes more so; a
favour may make an enemy, and an injury may
maks s friend, scconding 1o the different mannes
in which they are severally done. In fine, gen-
tloness of manners, with firmness of mind, & s
short, but full, description of human perfection
on this side of religious and moral duties.

CHAPTER XXIIL

MORAL CHARACTER.

Tur moral character of & man should be net
only pure, but, like Cesar's Wife, unsuspected
The lesst speck, or blemish, opon it, s fatal
anhmg dogrades and vilifies more | for it ex-
cites and unites detestation and contempt. Thero
are, however, wretches in the world, profligate
enough to explode all notions of moral good and
146




MORAL CHARACTER

3l ; to maintain, that they are merely local, and
wd entirely upon the customs and fashions
different countries: pay, there are still, if
ble, more upaccountsble wretehes ; I mean
who affect to preach and propagnte such
urd and infamous notions, without belicving
me themselves, Avoid, as much as possible,
company of such people, who reflect a degree
discredit and jnfamy wpon all who converse
them. But as you may sometimes, by aeci-
fall into such company, take eare that no
plaisance, no good humour, o warmth of
I mirth, ever make you seem to mequiesce,
less approve or applaud such infamous doe-
On the other hand, do not debate, nor
Br into scrious argument, upoo & subject so
h below it; but content yoursell with telling
that you kpow they are not serious; that
have n much better cpinion of them, than
wonld have you have; and that you are
sure they would not practise the doctrine
peeach. But put your private mack upon

1 and shun them for ever afterwards,

There is nothing so delicate as & man's moral
gharactes, and pothing which it is Lis interest so
Wch to preserve pure.  Should he be suspected
of injustice, malignity, perfidy, lying, &e., all

7




MORAL CHARACTER

the parts and knowledge in the world will nevey
procure him eseem, friendship, or respect. |,
therefore, recommend @0 you a most serupulony
tendomess for your moral charaeter, and the
ulmost, eire pot 1o say or do the Jeast thing thay
mity, ever so slightly, taint it Show yourself,
ugpon all oocasions, the friend, but oot the bulls,
of virtue. Even Colonel Charters, (who was the
most notorious blasted mecal in the world, and
who had, by all sorts of crimes, amassed im-
mense wislth,) sensible of the disdvantage of
a tad chametor, was tnoo heard 0 my, that
“ though he would not give one farthing for
tue, he would give ten thousand pounds §
chameter ; becanse he should get & hon
thousand pounda by iL™ Is it possible, then,
an honest man can negloct what & wise rog
wotld purchase so doar!

There i one of the vices above mentioned,
into which people of good education, and, in the
main, of good principles, sometimes fall, from
mistaken notions of skill, dexterity, and seli-de.
finee; 1 mean Jying; though it is insepurably
attended with more ey and Yoss than nny
other. But I have before given you my senti-
medts very freely on this subject @ [ shall, there
fore, conclude thie head, with entreating you to
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COMMON-PLACE DOXVE ATION

e scrupulously jealous of the purity of your
m} ¢haracter ; keep it immaculate, unblem=
i , unsullied; and it will be unsuspected.
ﬁilml’-l-ﬂ and calumny never attack where
here is no weak place; they magnify, but they
anul.crull-n

i

.
’ CHAPTER XXIV,

’. COMMON-PLACE CONVERSATION.

S Nuevex use, believe, or approve, common-place
Sobsorvations. They wre common topice of wit-
Mling= and coxcombs: those who really have wit,
Shave the utmost contempt for them, and scorn
5‘?0" to laugh at the pert things which those
would ts
Raligion s one of their favourite lopics; it is
Al priest-crft, and an invention contrived and
dearriod on by priests of all religions, for their
Sown powes il profit.  From this sbeun] and
Slse principle, flow the common-place, insipid
Jokes, and insults upon the cle With these
ipeople, every priest, of every religion, is either
S & public or o concealed unbeliever, drunkard,
S end whore-master; whereas, | conceive, that
148
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COMMON.PLACE CONVERELTION.

priests are extremoly |
the be mafing a gown
a surplien; but if they are different
people, probubly it is rather on the side of e
gion and morlity, or at least ¢
edueation and manner o

other men, and neither

r nor the worse

eney, fram U

Another common topic for false wit and

maillery, is matrimony. Every man and his wife
hate ench «
pretend in public to the contrary. The hu
certainly wishes his wifo at
s her husband, Where
| presume, that men and their wives neither |

her eordially, whatever they may

devil,—and the

wife eertainly cuckole

nor hate cach other the more upon acec
the form of matrim

¢ which has been mi

over
them, ‘The eohabitation, indesd, which is the
consequent trimany, makes them ecither

love or b as th

mma belween any man and women wha lived
together withoot being married.
vation,

It is also & trite, common-place chee
That courts are the seats of flsehood
That, like many, T might say most

e ¢

simul
COMmmon heorvations, s filee.
and dissimulation are certainly to be found at
eourts; but where are they not to be found?
160
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COMMON-PLACE CONVERSATION.

Cottages have them, as well ns courts; only
with worse manners. A couple of neighbouring
rmers, in a vills ntrive and practise
e many tricks to over-reach each other at the
igext market, or to supplant each other in the
Svour of the "Squire
do to supplant «

» will o

ns any two courliers can
er in the favour of their
ince. Whatove or fools
Blelicve, of rural innocence "n-! trath, and of the
gpertiily of courts, this is und Iy true,~—That
fhepherds and ministers are their na-
fure and passic
tenly different.

These, and many other common-place reflec-
Sonz upon notions, or profe
MWwhich are ot least as often
ithie poor refuge of people wh
nor invention of their own, but endeaveur to
nery, 1
napeses out of couns

r poets may write

modes of them

ns the same,

ms, i general,

o a8 Lrue,) are
have neither wit

ifhine in company by second-hand
Always put these pe
fenance, by looking extr
.t‘p'.‘l‘t llml I should |

3 , and so; ns i they had not
done, and that the sting were still to ¢ Thia
fisconeerts them, as they have no resources in
themselves, and have but one set of jokes to live
mpon. Men of parts mre not reduced to these
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shifls, and have the ulmost contempt for them ;
they find propor subjects enough for either ysefu]
or lively conversation ; they ¢an be witty wilh-
oot stire or common-place, and serious without
being dull.

CHAPTER XXV,
ORATORY.

Omarony, or the art of speaking waell, is useful
in every situntion of life, and absolutely noces.
mary in most. mn eannot distinguish himeelf
without it, in congress, in the pulpit, or at the
bar; and ¢ven in common converstion, he who
b sequired an easy wnd babitoal elogience, and
who spoaks with propriety mwd accuracy, will
have & great advantage over those who sponk ine
elogantly and incorrectly. The business of ora-
tory s to persusde; and to please ja the most
effoctunl wiep towards persuading, It s very
advantageous for w man who speaks in public, to
plense his hearers fo much &3 1o gain their atten-
tion ; which he cannot possibly do without the
mesisiance of ortory.

It is ceriain, that by study and application,
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ry man may make himself & tolembly good
at, eloquence depending upon cbservation
care. Every man may, if he plerses, make
lghoice of good instead of bad words and phrases;
fmay speak with propriety, instead of impropri-
Wty ; and may be clear and perspicuous in his re-
ials, instead of dark and unintelligible ; he may
ave grace, instead of awkwardness, in his ges-
fures and deportment. In short, it is in the
ower of every man, with peins and application,
p be a very agreeable, instead of s very disa-
able speaker; and it is well worth the Jabour
excel other men, in that particular article in
which they excel beasts,
Demosthenes thought it 80 essentially necess
¥ to speak well, that though he naturally stut-
red, and had weak lungs, he resalved by applis
gAlion to overcome those disadvantages. He
lgured his stammering, by putting small pebbles
8 his mouth; and gradually strengthgned his
ge, by daily using himself to speak loudly and
inctly for a copsuderable time. In stormy
ather he often visited the sen-shore, where he
pke as loud as he could, in order to prepare
for the noise and murmurs of the popular
pmblies of the Atheninns before whom he was
o speak. By this extraordinary care and atten-
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tion, and the econstant study of the
he !-f'l'l\mn the greatest orator that his ¢
age or country have produc

ntever langunge u person uses, [io

best anth

epeal it in ity greatest purity, and mece
t sufficiont

e Toles of grammar, Nor

we do not speak n language il ; we most enden.

vour 1o spok it w for I pUrpose, we
should read the best au
ohsarva how » of fusi
speak. Common people, in g
gapt and vo

ors with atte

o use of inel AT OXpres

e of rank never do.  In num-

they m

RIOnE, HJI"|I poor

bars, tl join the sing

plural

the fominine gender, nnd e

ry and o nd the

v
the proper tense.  To avoid all these
should read with attention, and obeervo
and oxpressions of the &
we pasg over a word we do not pe

stand, without searching or inq

exnct meaning of it

It is snid that a mmn most b dorn n po

it is in his power to make himseli” an o
to be a poet requires a certain degree
and vivaoity of mind; but that attenti
ing, and labour, are sofficient to form ar




CHAPTER XXVL
PEDANTRY.
nd every virtue, haa its

Ired vice or weakness; and, if carried beyond
, sinks into the one or the other,

Benerosity often runs into profusion, ccongmy

lo avarice, courage into mshness, cantion into

and =0 on;—insomuch that, 1 belisve,

uct of our virtues, than fr aveiding their
posite vices, Vice, in its troe light, is so de-
that it shocks us at first sight ; and would

luce us, if it did not, at first, wear

e virtue. But virtue is, in itself)

beautiful, that it charms us at first sight; ens
ages us more amnd more upon further noquaints
peo ; and, ns with other beauties, we think ex-
bpess impossible : it is here that jodgment is neces-
ry to moderate and direet the effects of an ex-
pellent cause, In the same manner, great learn-

g, if not peecippunied with sonnd judgment,

ih:l!l]}' carries us nto error, pndc and pe=
Lry.

Some learped men, proud of their knowledge,
only speak to decide, and give judgment without
#ppeal. The consequence of which is, that man-
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FEDANTEY.

¥ind, provoked by the insult, snd injured ¥
ﬂ[l i

the
revolt ; and in order o shake off the
anny, even call the lawful authority
tion. The more you k
should be; and that ¢
of gratify Ir vanity

w, the maod

is the surest
Even w
represent, bat do not

* you

ing

1 rather doubtfi
and if you would convince others

sure, s
Prononc
WO optn 10 ColVie

n yourself,

Others, to show their learning, or often from
the pn\;udn‘-u of n sehool-edncation, where they
yo talking of the
n men, and of the
moderns as something less. They are never with-

; the

hear of nothing else, are alw

ancients as something more t

out a classic or two in their pocke

1o the old good sense; they resd none of

modern trash; and will show you plainly, that

po improvement has bestt made, any one art

oF scien these last sevente hundred years,

¥ would by no means have you &

Wn your

quaintanee with the ancients ; bat still less would

I have you brag of an exclusive intir
tham, Speak of the moderns without l'l"J'."'III|Ir
and of the ancients without idolatry ; jo n
all by their merits, but not by their ages; and i
you happen to have an Eleevir classic in your
pocket, nover show it nor mention it.
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Some great scholars, most absurdly, draw all
s, both for public and private life,

m what they call parallel cases in the ancient
guthors; withont conside . that, in the first

ce, there never were, since the creation of
Bhe world, two cases exactly pamllel; and, in
the next place, that there npover was o cuse
stated, or even known, by any historian, with
every one of its circumstances: which, however,

gir maxim

ought to be known, in order to be reasoned from.
Reason upon the case itself) and the several eir-
cumstances that attend it, and act accordingly ;
but not from the authority of ancient poets or

historians, Take into your consideration, i you
please, eases seemingly analogous; but take them

a8 helps only, not as goides.

There is another species of learned men wha,
though less dogmatical amd supercilious, are not
leas impertinent. These aro the communica-
tive and shining pedants, who adorn their con-
versation, even with women, by happy quota-
tions of Greek and Latin, and who bave con-
tracted such a familiarity with the Greek and
Roman nuthors, that they call them by certain
names or epithets, denoting intimney—As old
Homer ; that sly rogue Horace; Maro, instead of
Virgil; and Naso, instead of Ovid, These are
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ofton imit

ted by coxcombs, who have
g at all; bat who ha
(L LIl
and impertine

ne lonrp-

y anid
craps of ane

why

Yol Wo
pedantry on one |
rapcey the ot!

Lo,

cHAT AN

purely, and u li ith
T WISRT, HOT meTe Jearnod,
. Wear your learn-
v in & privaie vy and do
wd strike i v that
sl o'clock it

arly mnd

I

0 are neko

s, not

t proclaim it
uns=ked, like the watchman,

CHAYTER XXVIL
PREJUDICES

Never ad

¢ the notions of any books you
may read, or of any company you may keep,
without examining whether “JL'J' are just or not,
&8 you will otherwise b

158
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instead of beingr gu

ly eheri

[f'rﬁf.

ing, mislcad

nvereation. Be

ure pot, you will, when too

boern,

not n-

God

the

, that

can hardly

el with the herd of

o not impose upon cultivated, in-
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VANITY.

formed, and reflotting minds; bt then there are
notions equally fulse, though not so glaringly
vbeurd, whith are entertained by people o
4

SUpe-
rrstandings, merely for

the

rior and jmproved an
want of the r
proper atlention (o examine, and the pene ion
requisite to determine, the truth. These are the
prejodices which | wonld bave you guard agaimst,
by a manly exertion and attention of your res-
soning faculty.

FEsAry paims W0 ipve

tra

CHAPTER XXVII,
VANITY

Be extremely on your gusrd aguinst vanity
th,
particularly sgainst that kind of vanity that d
n man & coxcomb: a character which, once
quired, is more indelible than that of the pri
hood. It ta not to be imagived by how
different ways vanity defeats its own purpo
One man decides peremptorily upen every sub-
joct, betruys his ignomnce upon many, and
shows o disgusting presumption upon the rest:
160
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VANITY.

wther desives to appour successfiul among the
pinen 3 he hints at the encoursgement he has
from these of the most distinguished
ik and beauty, and intimates a particular cone
ion with some one.  If it 18 true, it s unge-
Ierous ; if false, il 1= infamous: but in either case
e destroys  the ation he wants to get
Bome flatter their vanity, by little extraneous
objccts, which bave not the least relation to
themselves; such ns r descended from, re-
lated to, or acquainted with, people of distin-
guished merit, and eminent characters. They
talk perpetoally of their grandfather such-a-one,
their uncle such-a-one, and their intimate friend
Mr. such-a-ane, whom possibly they are hacdly
acquainted with, But admitting it all to be as
they would have it, what then? Have they the
more metit for those accidents! Certainly not.
On the contrary, their taking up adventitious,
proves their wanl of intrinsic merit: a rich man
mever borrows. Take this rule for granted, as
a never-failing one, That you must never seem
%o affect the character in which you have a mind
to shine, Modesty is the only sure bait when
b you angle for prawse. The affectation of courage
will make even a brave man pass only for a
Bully ; as the affectation of wit will make a man
¥ 161




FRUDENTTAL MAXIME

of parts psss for a coxcomb, By this modesty |
do not mean timidity and awkward bashful
on the contrary, be inwardly firm sod et

e

know your own valee whatever it may be, and
act upon that but tnke great care to
let nobody or that you do know your oy
value. Whatever real merit you hav
people will discoy
their own discoveries as th
others,

neiple

r, and people always o

y lessen those of

CHAFTER X

PRUDENTIAL MAXIMS.

A san who does not solid
really deserve a chameter of truth, probity, good
manners, and good morals, st his first setting out

y establish, and

in the world, may impose, and shine like a
meteor for o Ve

y short time, but will very scon
vanish, and be extinguished with contempt. Pec-
ph‘ l-l"-ll‘i' pnrrlr.-n. in youngr men, the commaon
irregularitics of the senses; but they do not for-
give the least viee of the heart.

The greatest favours may be done so awk-
wardly and bunglingly as to offend ; and disagree-
162




PRUDENTIAL MAXIMA

ble things may be done so agrecably as almost
o oblige,
There nre very few captains of foot, who are
much better company than ever Descartel or
ir [sanc Newton were. I honour and respect
ach superior geniuses ; but | desire to converse
ith people of this world, who bring into com-
fpany their share, at least, of cheerfulness, pood-
brecding, and knowledge of mankind, In com-
lifey, one much oftener wants small money
r than gold. Give me a man who has
v about him for present expenses, six-
pences, shillings, halfcrowns, and crowns, which
fcirculate ensily; but a man who has only an
ingot of gold sbout him, is much above commen
dpurposes, and his riches are not handy or conve-
Pmient. Have as much gold as you please in one
pocket, but tnke care always to keep change in
the other; for you will much oftener have occa-
bsion for a shilling than for a guinea,
Adviee is seldom welcome, and those who want
it the most, always like it the least,
Envy is one of the meanest and most torment-
dng of nll pussions, as there is hardly a person
Dexisting that has not given uneasiness to an envi-
Sous breast; for the envious man cannot be happy
'while he beholds others so,
] 163
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A great action will ﬂJ\Al s meet with the ap.
probation of mankind; swd the inward pleaware
which it produces, is not to be expressed,

Humanity is the pecolinr chameteristic
great painds; listd
anger apd revenge

vicious winds abound
und are inc
lhp exalied pleaspre of &
3 iz
those w

ring their en
nocant and the weak only wee wle—
ho have acquired o good stock of ke
ledge, nlways desire o increass . Koowls
8 like power in this respect—~those wha have

the most, are most desirous of having more.—
lileness is only the refiuge of weak minds, and
the boly-day of fools.

Every man has a natural right to his liborty
snd whosoever endeavours to ravish it from bim,
deserves death more than the robbar who attacks
us for our money on the highws

Modesty s n commendabile 1]|Il\|||l' n;,r'r gone.
rally accompanies true merit; it en

captivates the miml of people; for nothing is
maore shocking and disgustful than presar
amdd jmpudence. A man is despised, who i
sl commending himself, snd who s the
hiero of his own story.

Not 1o perform our promise, & a Blly, a dis
honour, anid & crime. It isa
104

lly, bocause no one




PRUDENTIAL MAXIMA

#l rely on us afterwards; and it s o dishonout
I 0 crime, bocauso truth o the first duty of
ion and morality : and whoever is not pos
ed of truth, ¢annot be supposed o have any
pe good quality, and mast be held in detestation
all good men,
Wit may create admirers, bat makes few
pnds, [t shines and dazules like the noon-day
gw, but like that too, is very apt to scorch, and
therefore is always feared, The milder moming
snd evening light and heat of that planet, soothe
and calm our minds. Never seek for wit: IT it
presents itself, good and well; but even in that
icase, let your judgment interpose; and take care
Ahat it be not nt the expense of anybody, Pope
mys very truly,
There are whom Heaven has blest with store of wit,
Yot want as inueh again to govern it

And in another place, § doubt with too much
truth,

For wit and judgment ever are at strife,
Though meant esch other's wid, like man and wife.

A proper secrecy is the only my of able
men ; mystery is the on y
CUnnIng ones,
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with which they bave mthin
g to them such unre
convinee them that

1o do, s
wenkne

woover-

fentiv

1S must
will tell it

wenty

others, and consequently that they may reveal jt

without the risk of being discovered. But a

secrot proper
are to be concerned in the que
be kept by t I
many, Little secreta are commonly told ag

smmumicate aly to o

s Lhow

they shoald be a g

but grest ones gencrally kept.

A man who tells nothing, or who tells all, will
equally have nothing told him.

If  fbol knows a secrel, he tolls it becanse he
i & fool : if' & knave knows one, e tells it where.
ever it is his interest to tell it; bot women and

Il what secrets

young men are very apt lo
know, from the wvanity of hav

g boe

trusted, Trust none of these, wherever you can
help it
In your friendshipe, nod in your enmi
your eanfidence and y
bounds ; make not the former dangerous, nor
intter preconcileable. There are #rang
sitndes in business !
Smooth your way to the hosd through the
heart. The way of reason is a good one ; but is
166

1t hostilities have corta

B Vi




PRUDENTIAL MAXIMS.

monly something longer, and perhaps not se

Spirit is now a very fashionable word : to act

ith spirit, to speak with spirit, means only to

t rashly, and to talk indiscreetly. An able man

hows his spirit, by gentle words and resolute
tions: he is neither hot nor timad,
nee 18 a most necessary qualification for
businesa: many a man would rather you heard
his story, than granted his request. One must
seem to hear the woreasonable demands of the
petulant moved, and the tedious details of
the dull untired. This ia the least price that a
man must pay for a high station,

It is always right to detect a frand, and to per-
ceive a folly; but it is often very wrong to ex-
pose either. A man of business should always
have his eyes open ; but must often seem to have
them shut,

In courts (and everywhere else), bashfulness
and timidity are ns prejudicial on one hand, as
impudence and rashness are on the other. A
steady assurance, and a cool intrepidity, with an
exterior modesty, are the tue and necessary
medium,

Never apply for what you see very little proba-
bility of obtaining; for what you will, by asking
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improper and unattaipable thingw, accustom the
ministers to refuse you so often, that 1

¥ will

find it easy 1o refuse you the properest and most

reasonable ones, It i# a common, but & maost

mistaken rule at court, o nek for every thing in

et something b
thing

maxim, like the

ender 1o gol w :mv'm“:;:

1 i it that eom

ieule.—

ri
Lion,

genemal apph
A cheor

ful e
very usofiul; thoy make fools think you & good-

sy countenance and behaviour

natured man; and they make desiguing men
think you an undosigning one,
ne oceasions in wh

There are =
tell balf his secret,
but thore is seldom one in whic
tell i all
far to go, and where to sto

i oo man may

order to conceal the rest;

i A man uld

at skill 12 necessary to know how

Ceremony is y outwork and
defence of manners,

A man's own good-breeding is the best securit)

0

"s il} manners

agminst other peop

Good-breeding earries along with it n dignity

that i# respected by the most petylant.  [ll-bree
ty of the

ing invites and authorizes the famil

most timid. No man ever said a pert thing

the Duke of Marlborough. No man ever mid a
168

to




FRUDENTIAL MAXIMS

wil one (though many n flattering one) to Sir
Robert Walpole,

Enowledge may give weight, but accomplish-
ments only give lustre; and many more people

e than weigh,

Most arts require long study and application :

t the most useful art of all, that of pleasing,
requires only the desire,

It is to be presumed, that & man of commen

ense who doos not desire to please, desires
mothing at all; since he must know that he can-
mol obtain sny thing without it

A skilful negotiator will most carefully dis-
tinguish between the Jittle and the great objects
of his business, and will be as frank and open in
the former, as he will be secret and pertinacious
in the latter.—This maxim bolds equally true in
wommon lifie.

The Duc de Sully obwerves very justly in his
Memoirs, that nothing contributed more to his
rise, than that prudent economy which he had

srved from his youth, and by which he had

ways a sum of money beforehand case of

Jud e 3

It is very difficult to fix the particular point of

ooy | the best error of e two is on the par-
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simonious side. That may be corrected, the
other cannot,
by

chased pretty cheap; it doew not depend o much

o reputation of generosity is to be pur.

upon & man's genersl expense, as it does up

his giving hands
atall, A
BTV

where it is pr

anee, who s

it four would pass for e

while he a crown W

diffi

pposite charncters turns upon one sh

oned gonorous: so that nee

A man's chareter in that particular depends o

t of his own servants; a

their

minon wages mak

nt liberality. ore iy hardly a year i
any man's lifb, in which a small sum of ready

money may not be employed to groat advan

70



CHAPTER XXX,

PUNCTUALITY

Ir ia o comy

pctive and ener

soul of business, #0 ia

eredit, and the siro

dence which hesi
punctual in his
he will

tece

ever mi

mirht be his d
grond essentin] fo

merchant,
late who is
enter-

1 that con

lure, that * b

amniable
want this one

il charmctor,

there is not a man of stability or moral rectitude
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FUNCITUALITY.

gervance is scare less requisite with them,
than with these of humble mouold, and with less
BSPIrNG Pretensns

How vexatious is it, in any of the common
transactions of life, or even in affairs of mere
courtesy, o find that the appointment whie
some friend had made with us has been brok
ot a moment, too, porbaps, when our time was s
valuable, that we would have given almost any
thing to have been released from the obligation
of keeping it ourselves! We can hardly feel
mtisfied when a plausible excose is made; and
ghould we happen to be unceremeniously left

without one, the offence to good manners is abso-

lutely unpardonable. In short, if there be one
quality more than anothe t is necessary to be
diffused through all the ranks of life, or the

absence of which & severely felt in a

highly eivilized commur —Punctuality,

Like the insdious spproaches of viee, the
want of punctuality first shows itself on slight
occasiong, and advances towards a confirmed
habit by imperceptible degrees. Negligence is
euffered to usurp the place of attention in small
affhirs, and grows strong by repeated indulgences,
People do not break through their moral restraints
all at once ; they venture not on the violation of

173



ili.it

molemn o1

Wilh umpunit

roperty, till

Promises in minog

lous to the bl

knows, when once

our prineiples, wh

can tell, whe promiisn is broken without ¢

Wik an anx

puanction, or a pled

for its re

MISEries

the lated nr

ba our aim to have this maxi

In ane
by Mr. Cuml

ms, what

a cumbrous load of tions would be



file:///I.ITV

FPROCRAETINATION,

ansferred in the mulnight erisis of a mo-

iber—punctuality is the open and un-

newmy of procrastination; and he who

linnee with the former, need not fear the
cacherous stealth of the latter,

CHAPTER XXXT,
PROCRASTINATION,

ProcrastisaTion has been very well and very

prettily defined to be * the thicf of time ;" and it
it & thief, too, of a very alert*and mischievous
ability, for though to-day is alwags with us,
We can never contrive to come up with to-mor-

tow, The very brevity, and & mare the yp-
certainty of our mortal life, should be sufficiont
to dissuade us from putting off to a future time
that which we are at present able to perform ; to-
day is in our own possession, but
“ No man, bow bright so e'er Lhe pre
Can say he bath to-marmw in his
The intellect which to-day is in meridian
fustre, the power to which fo-day admiring mil-
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lions bow, the strength which to-dny can rend

gnarled ok, the wealth which L

can

purchase the means of great enterpr

even the lifie and health, without which all else

oay,

are but numes without reality, may lo-morrow

have doparted from us forever. Tt s theref:

foolish to procrastinate any thing whi g
be done at all, and to procrastinate any thing of

ly both rur

great e

cquence quer

slinates,

y him who proc

eriminal ; ruine

ruinous not ooly to himself, but also to those who
trust him, or are dependent upon him, It atuuv-
& very contomg
time what can as well bo done at the present;

of fortune, learning, and

and more advaniag
rank, are k
dangerr
genius can attain by the mere
ertion of the mest s
greatest heroes of modern times, the ,_r:ilf.l. t and
tmmortal Nelson, was anable to hear o
tination without anger, Wk as nbout to
proceed on his Jast glorious, th
tion, a tradesman waited upon him to receive an

t by the indulgence

s species of indolence, than

lendid abiliti

ugh fatal expedi-

tuality

order, His lordship baving enjoined pun

in its execution, the tradesman replied, * 1 will

have them on board, my Lord, precisely at the
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FROCRASTINATION.

tme" " Twenty minutes bgfore the time,
Blr. —" replied the hero; “1owe my whole
success in life to being twenty minutes in advance
of my engagements so important did he think
that alertness and punctuality, which procrasti-
nation habitually and systematically wiolates,
Julius Ceesar was no less an enemy to procrastis
nation; he would not even allow a river to stop
kim, but while less ardent persons would have
been secking or constructing a bridge, he and his
legiona had forded the river, if' fordable, and
swum it if not!

While we condemn all unnecessary delays in
acling, us not be thought to recommend a
flighty » inconsiderate haste, Never was a
better m n the * hasten slowly"—4, ¢, de-

the Latin poet; but it applics to
counsel, not to action. We canpot be loo cai-
tious or too careful in resolving upon any pro-
jeet; but having once resolved upon ity nothing
sbould hinder us from putting it nto nstant
effect, except the intervention of more impartant
businesa,

Horace says, that he who defers n project from
diay to day is like one who should wait by a
river's side for the river to run completely away,
in order that he may reach the opposite bank.
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Horace is
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COURAGE.

erastination must be spurned from us at once, or
never, [t is a habit * which makes the meat jt
feeds on ;" increases with inereased indulgence;
nnd bee at last the norse of that indolence

of which it is the offspring.

Do any of our young teaders feel inclined o

wait until to-morrow,” let them ren er what
we have already said, and Jet them also remem-
ber that * To-pay 18 THE TO-MORROW OF YES-
TERDAY."

CHAFTER XXXIL
COURAGE-

Fuw qualitics are more hoasted of and talked
about, yet more imperfectly understood and appre-
ciated, than cournge, Real courmge is eonsidera-
bly less valned than it onght to be, while, with &
#trange inconsistency of judgment, men eall that
cournge which is very opposite, and assign a
rank and value to the spurious eournge, which
they deay o the teal one; to which alone, haw-
ever, they justly belong, Without possessing
real courage, we can only be respectable by
mwere chagee; and cannot, by any means, be
really and eminently virtuous, Our wishes and
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as well as of modern times, whose splendid mili-
tary nchievements bave mnked them among
heroes ! A little reflection will convince us that
we most undoubledly ought to do so.  There is
not a peril to which a military man is exposed to
which the violator of the faw is not cccasionally
linble; and while the former is upheld and
cheered onward in his perilous earcer by the
consciousness of well doing, and by the hope at
once of exalting himself, serving his country, and
obtaining the applauee of his contemporaries, and
the admiration of posterity ; the latter feels that
detection is death, and that as his doring prac-
tices are injurious to society, so his destruction
is necessary to it, his profession infamons, and
every man's hand resdy to be outstretched for
his discomfiture, I, then, the mere braving of
peril were entitled to the praise of Covmaor, it
s obvious that the violator of the law dares
considerably more than the general who batiles
in defence of the liberties or interests of his
country, and is, consequently, entitled to higher
praise for courage: for the latter, ns we have
already shown, 18 cheered and supported by the
legitimacy, and, to his peculiar community, the
usefillness of his exertions, while the former
dares only on his own behalf, and far from being
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most horrible prospective evils, mther than #ube
mit to present ones, though comparatively anime
portant in nature and extent
By applying the same Tule to the exnmination
of those traits of conduct which the worthless
describe, and the thoughtless are led 1o believe,
o be indications of courage, wa shall come toa
very decisive conclusion upon the subject. Thus
we have only to dive in the scluating feeling of
the duellist to pronounce him o rank coward: he
endangers his life, it is true, byt he does o from
the sbsurd fear of being ridiculed or despised by
beings whom he considers ridiculous, and knows
to be despicable ! He 1=, 83 ong of our preschers
beautifully says, “towards man » cownrd, and
towards Almighty God a brava! He dreads the
creature, yet impiously defies the Creator ™
It 1% want of true cournge that induces the
weak and the vicious to yield respectively to ex-
ternal und internal temptations; to prefer the
stion of present desires, or the avoidance
esont evils, to thet suppression of the one
or endurance of the other, which is essential to
permanent pesce of mind and future safety, tem-
poral or eternal,
Trua cournge is ealm, determined, and inva-

risbly virtwous; the vicious man is always on
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COURAGE

some point or other & cowand. Nothing can shake
the resolution of the courageous man, or induce
him to act otherwise than a8 he has determined
o act. He does not seck danger, nay, he will

rather avoid than court it, for cournge is always
combined with prudence. But when her evils
are presented for his inevitable choice, he chooses
that wh

He does not allow hus tastos, his desires, his ease,

it is the most fit that he should choose,

ue hin wafery, to weigh withs him, when they, or
any of them, can be gmtified or considered only
by an abandonment of his daty to man, or & vio-
Intiom of the baws of God. On any other necount
than that an which they parted with their lives,
the martyrs of former ages would have acted not
enly unjustifiably, but even sinfully. But when
it was roquired of them to testify agminst the
living God, and to parchaso their temporal at the

merifice of their otermal lives, thoy chose wisely.
They avoided, indeed, the greater evil, by sb-
mitting to the endurance of the lesser; but to
have done othorwise would have been the very
contrary of courage: it would have been to pur-
chase a remission of present pain by laying up a
reversion of futore pain, indescribably more
awfil and more difficolt to be bormne; and to act
i this manner would be to uet washly, weakly
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and imprudently, which true courage never does
or can do,

To make this matter elearer, lot us explain
that a man may, under some circumstances, be
hardy, yet not eourageous; while under other
circumstances, want of hardihood implies ex-
treme cowardice. Lot us imagine that we see
an individual who wishes us to think him
courngeons plunging a poniard into various parts
of hus Yimbs and body : the blood gushes, and we
are at once shocked and disgusted; but do we
feel impressed with any feeling of admiration?
Decidedly not : he is acting unnecessarily, ho is
endangering his life, and flying in the face of his
Creator; and that, too, merely 1o gratify an absard
vanity. If we renson even with tolerable accus
racy, we cannot fail to despise him as'a. vain and
braggart person: we discover that though he has
a brutal resolution, which enables him to endure
his self-inflicted bodily pain, he is whelly desti-
tute of that serenity and steadfistness of mind
which make usefulness and duty at once the
motive and the guide of human conduct.

Here, then, the daring endurance of great
bodily pain is wetually n sufficient proof of want
of true courage. Let us now imagine the en-
durance of pain under different circumstances
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MEAXS GF ENJOYMENT.

f by nbandoning the eourse prescribed by religion,
virtue, and social duty: while false courage in

displayed in unworthy sctions, and excited by
unworthy motives; is bold only where baldness
is criminal or injudicious, and is invariably found
wanting when the interests of religion, morality,
 troth, and justice are eadangered.

CHAPTER XXXITL
MEANS OF ENJOYMENT.

Tnx mingd of man is so curiously constructed,

¥ framed ient, that it is capas

ble of extracting pleasure from the most opposing

circumstanees, and the most diversified scenes.

When contemplating an Alpine chain of mogn-

taing, or messuring its altitude by the eternal

stare, it r and swells with emotions of sub-

limity, because it becomes conscious of an ac-

quaintanceship with the Deity through the me-

dium of his most exalted works. IL exults and

riots in the more playful garniture of natore—

the flying cloud—the running stream—the plo-
mage of bir

mals; it reposes with intense grnnfcllmn on the
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MEANS OF ENJOYMENT.
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MEANS OF ENJOYMENT.

Let us reverse the picture, and pourtray the
falling honours of the year; let us look at the
autnmn with * his golden hand gilding the fallen
leaf; amul waving harvests and luxuriant vin-
tages, walking like the god of plenty, pressing

the blood of grapes beneath his feet, and bearing

the sheaves with him. The former was the
seasan of flowers, this of fruita; still the con-
templative mind feels an equal susceptibility of
delight.  The pervading sepirit is the same,
whether it speaks to him in the breeze which
wanders among the myrtles, or in the stormy
gele that riots on the proud cedar tops, or which
dashes the wild ocean waves in anger aguinst
the sky.

Without this capability of the mind to adupt
itself’ to surroundi rircumstances, by far the
greater portion of man's life would be consumed
by uncasiness, vexation, and regrets. The past,
the present, and the future, would be equally
uninteresting and perplexing; day and night,
spring-time and harvest, summer and winter,
would afford no subject for enjoyment ; all nature
would be, as it were, a boundless desert, through
which the soul would travel enward to its ime
mortal destiny, uncheered by events which now
constitute a felicity only inferior to that which
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CHAPTER XXXIV.
RELIGION

Isane Watta very

Th htl
from revealed
hich i

ledge
our nature, the infi

v, and the infallibl

our Creat
avoiding s disple

L 0nid securin

bation, yet this is by no means the only o

i# from the great manusl of our religion, the
190




RELIGION.

Bible, that we derive all that we know, with
siderable degree of certninty, of the
ages of the world; and but for the light

thus d us by religion, some of the most

delightful and useful storés of profine learning
would be so unintelligible and unfathomable as to
be destitute alike of usefulness and of beauty,
Muoreaver, religion not only throws a light
upon profine learning, but it also disposes our
hearts and minda profitably pursuing snd at-
taining it; for the qualities of mind which are
enjoi by religion are as essentinl to |r|t-"I-~r-
toal eminence as (o moral perf n. To be
modeat, industrions, temperate, and unprejudiced,
are so essential to the improvement of’ the intel
lect, t the strongest natural mind, unruled by
these, will never arrive at any very great height
of excellence, And where, so well us in Scripture,
are modesty, industry, temperance, and impar-
tiality, inculeated and enforeed? To what pro-
fane writer ean we refer whose directions are at
once so sublime and so intelligible, or whose
warnings are so solemn, and whose eonsolations
are so effectively soothing, as are those of the

inspired penmen !

of holy writ;
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