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[T was a lovely morning, v

early in SPring ; and as ther

was still half an hour before




BEGIN NOW.

to his father. who was busy
learing awaj the weeds from
a4 Narrow “-}1}1 llj-j_'rl I]]}Jli W }JjL‘}J
ran just beneath the wall,
from the summer-house to the
cate. On his right hand lay
a hc'.’if? of rubbish to be taken
away the next time the rar=
lh_'];l-'l' came ]l\'i :'..'!:l on ill.‘l
left, at a H"-lv-l1].]'_-.-'.".1||'{" were
somie talip-roots which he was
roIne o IIJ}.‘HJ] along the bor-
ler. The father and son
1 1 earnest talk

er,” said Basil,
mn answer to a remark w ’-;,i,-};
his father had made. “I ¢

fess that T am a little 1uHr-
now and then. I do neglect
my lessons sometimes; and
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lose my place in fi
and that mav have been on
reason \‘."u'|_'.'.| did not }Il';:_
home a priz last (

Aas \‘-'l'“ as \,|g_\ |'-'Ij\&;|‘

But indeed T am not a dunce

as you seem fi

] jli|[e,"
ther
old this montl

how much yon

can read j and
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well; your spelling, I fear, is
not to be praised; but you
have learned your tables, and
can work an easy sum, and
copy a page of Latin, with
not more than three mistakes
in each line.”

“0Q, father!” said Basil.

id lookine asham-

ed, for he knew that his father
was speaking the truth.

Mr. Morton went on very
oravely: “From a boy of ten

vears old, who has had all

the needful means of gaining
knowledge, we expect some-
thing more than this.”

‘But, dear father,” said
Basil, “ten is not such a very
oreat age; and I hope that
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I shall improve,
older. I mean to be as good
a Latin scholar as my cousin
John, or any boy in the
S0 }UHJJ '5““]-.' s fi ‘." 1]
you do not think t
not spell better
fiecures, too, [ shall get on
faster by and by: indeed, 1
have some thourht of
for that prize next
Only wait
I shall be able to help vou 11
the office : I shall write

of the letters for vou, and
look over the accounts. Only
wait a [i':lr- | r.” And
Basil's looks showed that '”‘.‘
meant .\'l;.-n. he _\_.”,1_

But Mr. Morton still look
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ed orave. ‘““Ah! that is the
old story, my boy,” said he,
with a shake of his head; and
then went on with his garden-
ingin silence. The truth was
that Basil had a very had
habit, which cave his father
muchconcern. When a fault
was pointed out to him, hewas
always ready to own if, and
would promise to amend ; but
hen the amendment was to
e at some distant day. The
promise to improve was never
aiven for the present time ;
it was always of the future
that he spoke He never
said, “ I will try to do better
at once; I will begin to-day.”

If he had been in disg g at
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:Gr;aum]. iu" \'-..ll:]."' comiort '.!|||

t be
]

self with say iil'._' “Tt eanno
h('elf:r'z.l- , O loubt 1 shall
As wise as the ol " DOYSE, 1In
time.” I nother found
it needh

Ih‘H;‘,_’ Cari

his boc

a litter,

Imost sure

was wrong, d

I am very sorry:

l shall 'i|.|<'-|_'|_‘. mori

. - 1 »
gTOW Older

as

I
T

his fault »
seen 1n matter:
ONCErn If

u pious friend, sp
avout hy |

fo pray fo




new heart
of the Holy

mpirit, “ Yes,” he would savy,

"1 WS I.'. to ‘I. Mk " '\"1'.1':'31‘
things ; and if I live to be a
man, I hope that I shall love
| and-

| do all the good I

Keep his comir

eain and again he
ad been told of the danger
of delay, vet still he talked of
‘ by .'1||-.I!='\':“ while in the

all his bad habits

wing stroneer ; and
orer they orew, I‘II{.‘

it became that he

ess likel
should fulfill his promises of
amendment at a future I]H_\'.
Mr. Morton went on with
cdening, and Basil alse

ka'ﬁ Ay
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will be seen

38 you plant
.’ said Basil,
surprise at his
ad taken up the
) [rom the ground,
and was walking away. “If
vou leave the border as it is
the weeds will grow up again,
but it is not ]I[\I'i_‘. that we
shall see any tulips.”

£ assure you,” said Mr.
Morton, “that I hope to have
SOme VEeTY |;],r- ‘111"\ there

[ intend that every one who
Il admire that bor-
lling to the
10 was at work
off, he oave him the

e
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“Jhp roots ::I::;.- told him to
put them wm. In a prope:
slace. “ Now, Basil,” said
{n\_ when the man was gone,
#it is time that you were at
school: and as I also am go-
in;__r into the 1.'\\‘."” we can
walk together a little way
“l‘.n'n--r, ::=~i|=(t:~lj.a.~t!u.}
went alone, “1 cannot make
out what you are thinking of
about :|n‘11".|ili'l:-lu d. Are you
going to |
a finer sort, or do you -qul\
It 1s at present too earl \ to
pllt them in the ground 7
“I do not suppose, " said

Mr. Morton, “that I should

M1y Some roots ol

he able to procure a finer sort
i the town; pigaripners
NIYER f 0y
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ihat 4] i
hat thi

ns 15 the month in
vhich they should be planted.
{10 on, my boy, and tell me
vhat 1t is that you cannot

vou have dug
and cleared out
and leveled the
wu have not put
ind yet you talk
1e tulips by and
would come up

seem rather
to vou, | 1\'.'11'r' say :.‘
Morton ; “and yet,

' f}.‘-]'.‘-'l)?] \\']J(]
1y things to hap-
vhich we have at [.JT"'-‘;('nt
ely more reason to sup-
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pose will eéver come to pass
What are we to think of the
boy who expects that with-
out care and without .-".-!J:!_\
he shall by and by become
tin scholar, obtain
e for his sums,
'S, Eh‘ﬁn his father
i, his office, to write ietfers
nf llli:‘&li_- g8, and to ll\l"i{ over
It wounld mndeed
ek for Illftlm ina
none 1|::\1' been

a cood 1
the school
and be able t

aecounis !

bi? [.\]MI‘. to se
garden whe
plinted ; but it is still more
Toolish to expect the fruits
of llinn-.\']\-\?-_'u- {from the mind
which, like a neelected cray-
den, has run to waste. If the
roat is not }’f‘.mft_ 'ff'ﬁ‘({‘!‘-ﬁ_‘l‘l“l
I8 ot sown, /&8, ke
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only useless or hurtful weeds
will spring up out of the
earth : and thus it is with the
heart. If the seceds of wisdom
are not sown, and if good
habits are not s_r:|i|||-1_] li_v the
_\'“ll[.l we have no just reason
to look for som |] knowle llll{--
or uarlfd conduct from tht‘
man.”

Basil hung down his head,
and Mr. Morton went on:
‘It is not too late, my boy,
for me to plant the tulip-roots; |
and it is not too late for vou
to receive the seeds of learn-
ine and poodness into your
mind. Only begin at once.
temember that if we would
gather flowers in the summer,

_
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we must plant them in the
spring; and instead of say-

nnprove by amd

by, try to beoin now

““But, above all things,
take care that yon beoin at
the beginning You are a
, and you need the par-
of your sms, and the

of God to stre _L;'"Jl'lf'n'f

your good desires. Go, then,
to Jesus, who died to take
away sin, and who alone can
save your soul, Ask him to
have pity upon you; and pray
that he will send down his
Holy I‘*El".l'i[ to :']i'.l[i'_:'t.' vour
sinful nature, and to sow
within your heart the seeds

of eternal life.”










