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Into all lives some rain must fall,
Into all eyes some tear drops start,
Whether they fall as a gentle shower,
Or fall like fire from an aching heart.
Into all hearts some sorrow must creep,
Into all souls some doubting come,
Lashing the waves of §ife's great deep
From dimpling waters to settling foam.

Over all paths some clouds must lower.
Under all feet some sharp thorns spring,
Tearing the flesh to bitter wounds,
Or entering the heart with their bitter sting.
TUpon all brows rough winds must blow, 5
Over all shoulders a cross be lain,
Bowing the form in its lofty height
Down to the dust in bitter pain.

Into all hands some duty thrust,

TUnto all arms some burdens given,
Crushing the heart with its dreary weight,

Or lifting the soul from earth to heaven.
Into all hearts and homes and lives

God’s dear sunlight comes streaming down,
Gilding the ruins of life’s great plain—

Weaving for all a golden crown.

—The Presbyterian.

Politics OUT of the Grange — Political
Catechism. 2

QuesTIoN—What constitutes the pri-
mary school fund of Michigan ?

ANsweER—The proceeds of sales of
land granted by the United States to
the people of this State for educational
purposes.

Q.—Which land was so granted?

A.—The sixteenth section of eyery
township in the State is reserved.

Q.—How is thisland disposed of ?

A.—Either for cash in full, or one-
quarter cash and the remainder on time
at seven per cent interest annually.

Q.—TIs there any distinction in the
primary school lands?

A.—Yes. The lands which contain
valuable pine timber are held at a high-
er price than the lands valuable only
for agricultural purposes.

Q.—How is the quality of land de-
termined ?

A.—Applicants who wish to buy pri-
mary school lands at the lowest price
must make affidavit that they contain
no pine timber, and are valuable for
agricultural purposes only.

Q.—What is meant by a passage at

“ | the top of page seven of the lastan-

nual report of the Commissioner of the
State Land Office for the year ending
Sept. 30, 1879, in which there is said to
have been collected $4,184.92 principal,
and $206.78 expenses, for the convey-
ance of certain tracts of primary school
lands, part paid, stripped; and certain
other tracts part paid,stripped, and for-
feited, at $4 per acre?

A.—This means that some person
bought the land from the State as pri-
mary school land, paying $1 per acre
down, then cut off the valuable pine
timber, omitted to pay the remaining
$3 due, or the interest and taxes there-
on, and in case of certain tracts, al-
lowed the land to be forfeited to the
State?

Q.—How did this effect the primary
school funds ?

A.—It was robbed on every acre of
land, principal, and interest; and the
valuable timber was cut off, so that the
land could probably never be sold for
any price; while if its true value had
not been misrepresented by perjury,
the school fund would have received a
much larger sum.

Q.—To whom was the original certifi-
cate of primary school lands issued for
these tracts ? -

A,—To the late Charles Merrill, of
Detroit, several years ago.

Q.—Who repurchased the lands, and
paid the large sum of $4,391.70 for the
conveyance of them and expenses ?

A.—Thomas W. Palmer, of Detroit,
son-in-law of Charles Merrill.

,G.—Whet could have induced Mr.
Palmer to make so large an investment
in lands stripped and forfeited?

A.—The Comumissioner’s report does
not show, but from its being classed
among the collections for trespass, |
there is good reason to believe that the
State Tresps Agent, under the law,
seized certain pine logs eut by Mr. Pal-
mer’s authority and that the matter |
was settled by the above large payment, |
rather than allow it to go into the
courts.

Q.—Was there any further transae-
tion of the same kind ?

A.—The next annual report of the
Land Commissioner will show.
LAND-LOOKER.

Letters from the Master.

We clip from the Jowa Visitor
some correspondence which in-
dicates the good work being done
by Bro. Woodman, as Master of
the National Grange.

It is a noticable fact proved by
the tone of correspondence found
in all our Grange papers that the
condition of the Order is improv-
ing in all the States.

And we look forward with confi-

dence to the re-establishment of
the Order on a firm basis in those
States, where, from too much zeal
and a disregard of the sound busi-
ness principles of the Order, it
became involved in financial diffi-
culties, and if not wholly wrecked,
has been in a feeble and crippled
condition.

The Grange in many places has
passed through an ordeal that has
demonstrated the soundness of its
principles; and where it has sur-
vived, its adherents are becoming
more and more confident of the
permanency of the organization.

April 23d, 1880
Wm. L. Carpenter, Sec. Towa State

Grange:

WORTHY BROTHER:—I have this
day received a letter from our Worthy
Master of the National Grange, P. of
H.,J.J. Woodman, Paw Paw, Mich.,
which explains itself.

. W. JONES,

Master Iowa State Grange, P. of H.

‘WoORTHY BROTHER :—Yours of April
5 was duly received, and my proposi-
tion to you for the re-instatement of
your State Grange with the National
Grange, and your acceptation of the
same were communicated to each mem-
ber of the Executive Committee of the
National Grange, and their several
answers are just received. I am grati-
fied to be able to state that every mem-
ber of the Committee most heartily and
fully endorses my action and the whole
arrangement made to re-instate Iowa
with the National Grange.

Yours most fraternally,
J. J. WOODMAN,
Master National Grange, P. of H.

Glory enough for one month! We
can plainly see that our Order is mov-
ingin the right way, slow but sure —
and why not, as long as we have
such a man as our Worthy Master, J. J.
‘Woodman, at the head of it? It will
move, it must go, no ‘‘can’t’’ about it,
his great heart and soul is in the work
of the good principles of our Order and
all mankind, he is willing to live and
let live, and we must suppori him in
his great work, we must re-inState our
dormant Granges, pay in our small
dues, and help the State Grange to pay
its debts and get into shape again. If
the State Grange of Iowa has been un-
wise in the management of its affairs,
it is no sign that we should continue
to be unwise; their misfortune should
be our gain. Now and henceforth let
all—every officer and every member of
the State, District and Subordinate
Granges—take an interest in and do
his or her part for the good of the Or-
der, without equivocation or cowardice
in any shape, yet keeping within the

o

bounds of our principles: not ask of
others what you would not grant
v

to them under the same circumstances.
There are now some seventy deputi
appointed in the State, and we have
good news from many of them. Send
in the names of those you wish to have
appointed, and—my word for it — we
shall see more prosperity than we can
reasonably look for. b i
State Grange is practically re-instated
with the National Grange, and thanks
to our Worthy Master of the National
Grange for his effort and Kindness.
Yours fraternally,
D. W. Jongs,

Master Towa State Grange.

The Farmer-for-Governor Boom.

BERRIEN CENTRE, June 23d, '80.
Bro. Cobb :

I see numerous communications in
the Visiror in regard to the office of
Governor. I believe, if we do what we
ought to, we will nominate and elect
afarmer this fall for that office.

‘We ought, of right, lo secure a major-
ity of all the offices of the State, in or-
der to be fairly represented, but per-
haps that is assuming too much at
once. But firstlet us havethe Governor,
and let usdo it by the same warfare as
used by the professional fraternity.

Go to your neighbors and say, ** We
are bound to nominate a farmer for Gov-
ernor, and we want your help.”’

Attend the primary meetings, and
select staunch intelligent men who are
willing to stand up for their rights, and
will do so, although there is a multitude
of lawyers howling at the top of their
voice.

At the County Conventions nomi-
nate your Chairman from the farmers,
and nominate your delegates to the
State Convention. Don't trust the
professionals this time; this isour year,
and they must stand back, and if they
behave genteel, we will deal out a hand
to them, as soon as they are deserving
and entitled to the positions.

Now, I think the most available man
for us at this time is Mr. Rich. Ihave
talked with a large number of the farm-
ers, in different patrs of the country,
and they invariably say, Rich.

Now you will see that T am a Re-
publican. Our convention will be
called first. Should we fail in getting
a man of our calling, I have a word of
advice to the Democrats—by all means
nominate a farmer for Governor.
Should the Democrats fail, Greenback-
ers, do a wise thing, and nominate a
farmer. I am of the opinion that Mr.
Rich will have a full delegation from
this County.

In conclusion, farmers, do your duty,
and send delegations to the State Con-
ventions from every County in the
State, pledged to work for our interests.

BERRIEN CENTRE.

Tais, and May numbers, have been
sent recently to those not subscrib-
ers, in the hope that they might be
interested in the farmers’ common
cause, and be led to aid in promoting
the same, by not only subscribing
themselves, but in getting others to
take this paper—the GrRANGE VISITOR.

Ir you want the VisiTor from June
15th, 1880 to January 15th,’80 (seven
months), for the small sum of twenty-
five cents, send at once, or the June
numbers will be all gone. A day’s
delay may be fatal.

OTHER papers can have free use of
the contents of the Visrror by sim-
ply giving credit. This is often
overlooked.

Our |

Another Step Forward.

Once again we can report an advance
of our lines. Farmers are being recog-
nized in their demands. At the late
session of the National Grange and the
various State Granges, special action
was taken to help bring about a better
support by Government of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, asking thatappro-
priation$ be made for experimenting in
sugar making, &e. As will be seen by
the following dispatch from Washing-
ton, the Senate had the Agricultural
Bill under consideration, and thanks to
the friends of the farmers, Senators
Windom, of Minnesota, and Wade
Hampton (a Patron}, of South Carolina,

| $28,000 in appropriations was added to
| the Bill as it came from the

House.
Thus more and more our Order is hav-
ing its influence. ** Let us hold fast to
the profession of our faith without
wavering’’ and more and better success
will surely come,

W ASHINGTON, May 27.—The Senate
spent the day in the routine considera-
tion of the Agricultural Appropriation
Bill, and passed it. Thesalaryof Com-
missioner LeDuc was increased to $4,-
000,

Mr. Windom advocated the amend-
ment proposed by the Senate Appropria-
tion Committee, the principal of which
is to add an appropriation of $15,000
for the purchase of macbinery and ap-
paratus and for experiments in manu-
facturing sugar from sorghum and corn
talk and other sugar - producing
plants.

The Committee proposed an amend-
ment appropriating $7,000 instead of $5,-
000 for experiments in connection with
the culture and manufacture of tea, and
$8,000 instead of $5,000 for experiments
for the improvement of the varieties
and culture of cotton.

Mr. Hampton moved that the first
amendment read $5,000 and the second
$2,000. Experiments in South Carolina
and other Southern States had shown
that tea could be cultivated in this coun~
try. We are importing $20,000,000 or
$25,000,000 worth of tea annually, and
should encourage everything tending to
domesticate this plantand make itsim-
portation unnecessary. He explained
the second part of his amendment by
stating it was too late in the season to
make such experiments in cotton this
year. There was no oceasion to import
cotton seed, because the finest grades
of cotton in the world are American,
and $2,000 was an ample amount for
this appropriation.

Mr. Hampton’s
agreed to.

Mr. Allison moved to amend the
Committee amendment so that experi-
ments in manufacturing sugar from
sorghum, corn stalks, ete., shall be car-
ried on, and machinery erected, in one
of the chief corn-growing States.

In opposition, it was urged that
Washington was the place to erect
machinery, where experiments could
be earried on under the direct supervis-
ion of experts.

Mr. Allison’s amendment was reject-
ed—yeas, 16; nays, 35—and the Com-
mittee amendment was agreed to.

Other Committee amendments and
some other unimportant amendments
were agreed to, and the bill passed. It
adds about $28,000 to the bill as it came
from the House.

amendment was

WE call the attention of all who
have read the ‘‘Political Cate-
cism,” under the head of * Politics
out of the Grange,” to “ Politics
¢+n the Grange,”*found on our
fourth page.

Tuke cut of the interior of W. F.
Parson’s Business College, on our
last page, presents a wide-awake
enterprising business institution,
that we believe is deserving of
patronage.

Persons who receive copies of this
paper, who do not care to preserve
the same -for fact, and reference, and
use, will sow seeds of usefulness by
handing the numbers, as they are
through with them, to those who have
it not.

Taxe and read the VisiTor as a
campaign paper. It advocates our
side, defends our interests, and pro-
mulgates our principles. It is a
paper to farmers, by farmers, tor
farmers, and in the name and the
interests of farmers.
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Gommunications,

The Political Duty of Farmers

The following essay, read before Ho-
mer Grange, states many truths that, if
better understood by the voters of the
country, would jmmensely improve the
make-up of its legislative bodies :

There is no other country in the
world where political questions assume
the importance which they do in the
United States. We have more politics
to the square mile than any other na-
tion on the globe; perhaps too much
for our own good. Our caucuses, pri-
mary meetings, and nominating con-
ventions might almost sitin perpetual
session. No year, hardly any month,
passes without an election in some part
of the land. The people are continually
called upon to decide between parties
and policies, and often upon questions
of great public importance. Partizan
papers multiply, and political orators
flourish. The country hardly emerges
from one great presidential campaign,
before the politicians begin setting
their stakes for another.

The great question is not, How will
particular legislation affect the public
welfare? but, How will it affect the
party ? Our legislators have ceased to
be statesmen, and have become politic-
ians. Very few of them dare to stand
up for what they believe to be the right
unless they can first be as~vred that it
is going to be popular. They truckle to
popular passions, rather than run the
risk of becoming unpopular by attempt-
ing to direct them towards the right.

They gain their places by skillful ma-
nipulation of caucuses and conventions
and Keep them by the same unholy
means. Too often they are misrepre-
sentatives of the people. They succeed
because they can confrol the party ma-
chinery. They are surrounded by flat-
tering parasites,” who do their dirty
work and are rewarded by fat offices,
while the people pay the bills,

As are the leaders, so are the parties.
Neither dare take the straight-forward
honest course on any question, for fear
it may lose a few votes.

The platforms have become mere
bundles of sophisms and platitudes us-
ing many words to cover up their scar-
city of ideas. The aim seems to be to
adopt high-sounding resolutions which
will appear plausible to every voter, no
matter what his sentiment The plat-
form takes up every question before the
country, and says nothing upon any of
them. Itisa great political sieve, in-
tended to hold nothing but votes.

‘We stand to-day upon the threshold
of another great contest, probably the
greatest the country has ever seen. The
two "great parties are nearly equal in
point of numbers, and there is a feeling
among the politicians that the struggle
of 1880 must be one of life or death—
that the party which succeeds this year
will hold the reins of government in-
definitely, perhaps for years to come,
Under these circumstances, the ques-
tion of our political duties becomes one
of vital importance. We cannot afford
to make a mistake.

I speak of the political duties of farm-
ers, not claiming that they are essen-
tially different from those of other good
citizens, first, because Iam speaking to
farmers, and, second, because the farm-
ers so largely outnumber any other
class of citizens that they hold not only
the balance of power, but the power
itself if they only realize it. In 1870, of
the 10,600,000 persons of the male sex
over ten years of age, engaged in all
occupations, 5,900,000 were engaged in
agricultural, and 2,900,000 of these were
classed as farmers and planters, Of the
remainder, classed as farm laborers,
probably the greater portion are farm-
ers und land-owners to-day, for ten
years are not needed in this country to
transform a laborer into a proprietor.
More than one half, then, of all who
labor, either with hand or brain, are
employed upon the farms of this coun-
try. Does not this fact alone prove that
the farmers of the country have a vast
responsibility resting upon them ? But
questions of government are not de-
pendent upon numbers alone. We feel

the effects of good or bad government
sooner in our pockets than in our per-
sonal relations. A corrupt or inefficient
government may plunder the citizen
under the guise of taxation, but it does
not interfere with his personal liberty.

Let us see what interest the farmers

have in politics, viewed from this stand-
point. Of the $30,000,000,000 which
represented the true value of all real
and personal property in 1870, the farm-
ers held $9,600,000,000. Very nearly
one-third of the taxable property in the
country, not including $326,000,000
worth of farming implements, was in-
vested in farms and farm improve-
ments. Farm productions for that year
were worth $2,500,000,000,0r $400,000,000
more than the total capital invested in
manufacturing of all kinds.

In 1875 the capitalized value of rail-
roads was onlv $4,600,000,000, less than
one half the value of farms five years
before.

Agricultural products formed 70 per
cent of our total exports in 1868, and
82 per cent in 1878.

The prosperous condition of to-day
must be ascribed almost entirely to the
successful labors of the husbandman,
encouraged by the strong foreign de-
mand for all our produets. Nothing
else could have drawn us out of the
slough of debt and despondency in
which we were plunged. Nothing else
could have turned the balance of Lrade
so magnificently in our favor. It is to
pay for our wheat and our corn that
Europe ‘has poured out her millions of
gold within the past few months. To-
‘day we feed the world, and our re
sources are yet only half developed. We
have been for years, are now more than
ever, and must continue to be for gen-
erations to come, essentially an agri-
cultural country. The interests of the
farmer are the interests of the nation.
One-half its population, one third of
its wealth, are the figures which repre-
sent his importance in the country.
Do these figures represent his share in
the government? Nobody needs to be
told that they do not. Between forty
and fifty thousand lawyers have double
the representation in every legislative
body that five million farmers have.
‘Why is this? Why is it that we who
pay the texes and furnish the voters
have so little share in the business of
government ? The question is a perti-
nent one, and the correct answer is
this: We have persistently misunder-
stood and neglected our political duties.
‘We have con fined ourselves too closely
to -the management of our farms and
strictly local politics, while the large
political interests of the State and Na-
tion, seeming more remote, have been
allowed to fall into the hands of profes-
sional politicians, who have used them
for their own advancement, rather than
the public welfare. The question now
is, How shall we regain that influence
in politics to which our wealth and
numbers enfitle us? Our first duty is,
I believe, to take an active interest in
politics. This is the duty of every eiti-
zen of the republic ; it is peculiarly the
duty of farmers, because they represent
so large a share of the wealth and vo-
ters of the Nation, and so quickly feel
the effects of bad government. I do
not mean that we should become office-
seekers, nor politicians, in the bad
sense of the word, That is not neces-
sary. But we should make it a strong
point to attend the primary meetings
of our party, to see to it that only good
men are no minated for office ; that the
delegates to our State and County con-
ventious are men whom we are not
afraid to trust with our interests; and
that the machinery of the party is not
used to further the interests of bad
men.

This much we owe to ourselves, and
are recreant to our duty if we neglect
it. Then again we must qualify our-
selves to act intelligently upon all
questions of national politics. The ta-
riff, taxation, finance, civilservice, and
the transportation problem are all liv-
ing issues, and offer us capital fields for
study.

Both parties recognize their import-
ance, but both parties refer to them in
their platforms in a few meaningless
platitudes, or else treat them so ambig-
uously that they may be read both ways
with equal facility. The politicians
smile slyly in their sleeves at the spas-
modic interest whieh these questions
excite, and make lavish promises of re-
form — promises which they do not
mean te keep and never do. We want
to cultivate a steady,wide-spread public
sentiment on these questions, which
shall force the parties to take some de-
cided stand and then stick to it after
election. We are too apt to think that
our duty ends when we have east our

! -llots. We seldom think of holding

our public men to any accountability,
unless they commit some flagrant vio-
lation of trust, like the ‘“salary grab,”
for instance, and even then a few years
find them back in their old positions,
with the offense forgotten. You may
think I am stating the matter too
strongly when I state that our National
campaigns are not conducted as if we
were an intelligent people, but consider
a moment. Which was most prominent
in-our last campaign, intelligent dis-
cussion of important questions, or vitu-
peration, slander and mud-slinging ?
Did not the columns of every paper in
the land reek with shameful personal
abuse, with disgraceful attacks on pri-
vate characters and with every possible
appeal to ignorance and partisanship?
Did not every stump orator belch forth
at second-hand the same disgraceful
diatribes? To an intelligent foreigner,
taking an impartial view of the situa-
tion, we must have appeared like a na-
tion of lunatics, fit only for the mad- .|
house. Each side was trying its best
to elevate to the highest office in the
nation a candidate who was described
by the other side as being everything
that was vile and disreputable, wholly
destitute of moral sentiment, and fitter
for the penitentiary than for the Presi-
dency. Things have reached such a
pass that a man must possess the stoic-
ism of a philosopher or the brazen fore-
head of a confessed criminal, to consent
to run for office. He must expect that
every circumstance of his past life, ev-
ery little peccadello of his ancestors,
will be sought out and held up to pub-
lic view, magnified and distorted with
all the fiendish malignity which an un-
scrupulous partisan press and platform
can bring to bear on it. We are rapidly
making it impossible to get decent can-
didates for any public office. The farm-
ers of the country must change this.
‘We must put more intellizence into our
politics. We must demand of our polit-
cal parties to put trickery, chicanery
and slander to one side, and meet im-
portant questions fairly and squarely,
with no evasion nor ambiguity. These
savage assaults upon candidates are
made only to draw the attention of the
people from the main issues. The party
leaders know their w ness on these
points. With a few trifling alterations,
the platform of one party would do
equally well for the other. Hence it
becomes a question of men, and the
party that can kick up the greatest dust
and throw the most mud and dirt ex-
pects to succeed. Intelligence alone
will draw our politicians out of this
mire into which ignorance and parti-
sanship have plunged them. This in-
telligence it is useless to expect in our
great cities; it must be found in the ru-
ral districts or not at all. Our cities are
already presenting to us the gravest po-
litical problem of the country, in the
shape of masses of ignorant voters,
openly and shamelessly for sale to the
highest bidder. The next political duty
of farmers, fully important as the oth-
er, is independence, political independ-
ence. I assume that we all seek the
same end, viz: an honest, just and eco-
nomical administration of the Govern-
ment. To effect this, we have ranged
ourselves under the banners of two sep-
arate and distinct opposing parties. In
our zeal we have both given and receiv-
ed hard blows. There have been many
times in the past, doubtless, when we
honestly believed that the policy of the
opposite party was ruinous, and could
bring nothing but disaster,and we have
opposed it with all the strength and in-
fluence we had. Now, I would not
change this if I could. There neverbas
been a better instrament than a party
proposed for the carrying on of a gov-
ernment, and there never will be, so
long as two men refuse to think exactly
alike. But have we not sometimes gone
a little too far? Have we not placed
party before country, and grasped only
the shadow when we aimed at the sub-
stance? Party is a good servant, a most
necessayy one, but it can also be the
worst of masters. In the hands of good
men it is a valuable aid to g ood govern-
ment: in bad men’s hands it becomes
an intolerable evil. The party whip
has lashed many a measure through
Congress whose merits would never
have gained it a second reading. It
has forced many a man into the sup-
port of men and measures which his
conscience has condemned. In all the
calculations of our politicians, party is
ever paramount. The party is willing

to e spouse anything that will bring it
.

votes, no matter how absurd or unjust.
Party leaders, infected by the craze for
office, do everything in their power to
rivet more firmly the chains of parti-
sanship which they have thrown about
their followers. Independent speech
or action is treated as a political crime,
and to forsake the party, even though
the party is in the wrong, is to be de-
nounced as a renegade and turncoat.
The whole tendency of this is to exalt
party at the expense of country. This
is entirely wrong. In political parties
the peopie have the means of good gov-
ernment in their hands, but they must
use these tools as they would any oth-
ers, with intelligence and discrimina-
tion, and be prepared to cast them
aside when they fail to accomplish the
purpose for which they were created.

There is but one way to reach men
who manipulate caucuses and conven-
tions, and that is at the ballot-box.
They must be taught plainly that the
people will not s@pport bad nomina-
tions, and they will soon cease to make
them.
and then has a wholesome influence
on party leaders. Tt teaches them that
they cannot rely upodn the party, right
or wrong, but that they must show a
decent regard for the wishes of the peo-
ple. :

To make the parties most effective,
there must be an active, interested, in-
telligent and, above all, an independent
public sentiment in the country, When
this class becomes large enough to hold
the balance of power, we may reason-
ably look for purity, justice and efficien-
ey of government at the hands of a po-
lifical party, but not before.. To main-
tain and increase this class of voters
should be the great political duty of all
farmers, and of other good citizens as
well.

The Agricultural College.

An objection frequently urged against
the Agricultural College is that it is
unnecessary. This objection is urged by
those who believe that the proper place
to learn farming is on the farm. They
belong to that class, happily continual-
ly growing less, who have no concep-
tion of agriculture as a science, and
therefore make no distinction between
the mere practical details of farming
as an art and agriculture as a grand
and comprehensive science, and there-
fore have but a very imperfect idea of
the object of the College, which is not
to teach her students how to chop and
plow, and mow, and hoe, and do the
many other things pertaining to prae-
tical farming, and which can be learn-
ed on the farm at home as well as in
any institution of learning,— but to so
cultivate and educate their minds and
intellects that they can engage in the
practical details of farming in an intel-
ligent and systematic manner, instead
of the loose and haphazard way that
farming is usually carried on.

This same objection could, with equal
plausibility, be urged against all profes-
sional and technical schools. Medieal col-
leges are not expected to graduate prac-
tical doetors, nor law schools practical
lawyers,nor the theological schools prac-
tical preachers, nor scientific schools
practical engineers,—but all they are
expected to do, and all they can do, is
to teach in a thorough manner the
sciences especially pertaining to their
several departments, and their students,
after this preliminary education, are
merely prepared to learn in an intelli-
gent manner the practical details of
their several professions, the doctor at
the bedside of the sick, the lawyer in
the office and court-room, the preacher
in his desk and in his parish, and the
engineer in the field. But because this
is so, no one could argue, with any sort
of plausibility, that a thorough knowl-
edge of the science of medicine is not
necessary to make a thorough doctor,
or a knowledge of the principles of law
to make a good lawyer. So with agri-
culture, it is just as necessary for any
one who would be a thoroughly intelli-
gent farmer, to be versed in the scienees
connected with his profession, as it is
for a docter, or lawyer, or preacher, or
engineer to be educated in these con-
nected with his profession.

The object of the Agrieultural Col-

Defeat before the people now |

lege, so far as it is an educational insti-
tution, is to teach the seiences, especial-
ly in their application to agriculture,
and at the same time impart the ele-
ments of a liberal general education to
her students, so that they may be not
only intelligent in their own profes-
sion, but may be prepared to meet the
members of other professions on an
equal footing.

But some one says, ‘““All this is well
€nough, but some of the graduates nev-
er amount to anything as farmers.”
Granted. But is it not a notorious fact
that many graduates of medieal schools
ignominiously fail to make good doe-
tors? “And do not the graduates of law
and theological schools often fail in their
callings ? This is not because the sehools
which graduated them are at fault, but
because, from natural defect or from
some mental peculiarity, they are not
fitted for the business they have been
educated for. You cannot make a good
farmer, any more than you can mske a
good doctor, er lawyer, or preacher, out
of a * bull-head,” even if he have grad-
uated from fifty colleges, beeause the
brain is lacking to make either. Nor
can you make a good farmer out of a
boy whose mind is not adapted to the
business, and who is naturally peculiar-
ly fitted for some other pursuit. But
this would not argue thatan agricultur-
al education would not be a great ad-
vantage to one who is naturally fitted
for farming.

It is for the purpose of giving farm-
ers’ sons and others an opportunity to
obtain a good general education at the
same time that they are learning the
principles of the science of agriculture,
rather than to teach them the art of
farming, that the Agricultural College
is established. But at the same time
the authorities of the institution have
wisely provided that each student shall
do a certain amount of farm labor—not
because it is the primary object of the
College to teach them to do farm work,
but for the purpose of fostering habits
of industry and to_invigorate the Sys-
tem, which would be likely to become
diseased and weakened by execlusive
mental Jabor, especially as most of her
students have been accustomed to labor
or to much out-door exercise. Thus is
she likely to send out in her graduates,
good, strong, self-reliable men, vigor-
ous not only in mind but also in body,
and thus eminently prepared to battle
bravely with the varied duties of life—
whether their lot be cast upon the farm
or in some other pursuit. Another not
unimportant object gained by this op-
portunity to labor is that it enables stu-
dents to pay a part of their expenses in
this way—a great boon to many poor
but ambitious young men. They are
not only applying to actual praetice the
science they are learning, thus educat-
ing themselves in the best sense of the
word, but at the same time using the
very means which is thus educating
them, to pay their expenses.

It may not be inopportune, perhaps,
although at the expense of the unity of
this article, to ask if it is not because
there is diffused among farmers less
than there should be of such education
asthe Agricultural College is intended
to impart, that they, as a class, have
been so apathetic to their own interests
that they have been satisfied these
many years to have their Governors,
and Senators, and Representives chosen
from any other class but their own,
although they are in every way the
most important factor in the body
politic, and thus practically to be polit-
ically ignored, exeept to go to the polls
and vote submissively for such men,
selected from other professions, as
political tricksters may have nomin-
ated for them. The same kind of
apathy has led them to pay annually
thousands of dollars without murmur-
ing to build up and support great insti-
tutions to educate doctors and lawyers,
while they have suffered their own to
languish with comparatively meager
support and with but little sympathy
froni the very class it was intended to
benefit. GEORGE PRaY.

‘Woodard Lake, 190.
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Gommnnications.

Farm Life.

Agriculture is the greatest among the
arts, for it is first in supplying our
necessities ; it favors and strengthens
population; it'creates and also main-
tains manufactures; gives employ-
ment to navigation, and material to
commerce.
surest channels of opulence. Of all
occupations, that of agriculture is best
caleulated to induce love of country,
and rivet it firmly on the heart. No
profession is more honorable, none
more conducive to health, peace,
tranquility, and happiness; no calling
more independent. When we walk
abroad in nature, we go not as artists to
study her scences, but as children to
rejoice in her beauty. The breath of
the pure air, the blue of the unclouded
sky, the shining sun, and the green
softness of the turf beneath our feet,
are all that we require to make us feel
that the farm presents more attrac-
tions than city life, with its crowd-
ed, bustling streets, its mockery of
comfort, its crimes and follies. We
deplore the disposition of young men
to get away from farm homes to our
large cities, where they are subject to
s0 many temptations, which they too
often fail to resist. Depend upon it if
you would hold your sons and brothers
from roaming awuay into the perilous
centers, you must steadfastly labor to
abate the task-work of farming, to
surround your work with the proofs of
intellectual progress. We have long
observed with regret the growing ten-
dency of young men and lads to aban-
don the farm for the dangerous excite-
ments of city life and trades.” And
very often, young men favored with
every comfort of life fancy that they
can do far better than to guide the ox
to turn the stubborn soil, and with the
merest trifle of consideration, they
turn o the office or work shops of the
city, which proves vastly less agreeable
and profitable than they had anticipa-
ted. Where one is enabled to with-
stand the sweeping tide of temptation,
five are submerged in its angry waves,
and hurried on to ruin. Every year
finds hundreds, yes thousands, of such
vietims. It has been well said that for
a young man of unstable habits and
without religious prineciples, there is no
place where he will be so soon ruined
as in a large city. Parents throughout
the country have not failed to realize
the startling truth, and to sorely mourn
the strange inclination of their sons.

Parents, remember this,if you would
not have your sons lost to you in after-
life; if you would have them lend a
hand to keep youin you in the rose-
covered cottagd, instead of letting you
2o to the naked walls of a workhouse,
make home pleasant and happy to
them while they are young. Send
them into the world in the full belief
that ‘“ there is no place like home, be it
\ever so humble.” And evenshould the
old home, in the course of time, be
pulled down or lost to your children, it
will still live in their memories; the
kind looks, and kind words, and
thoughtful love of those who once
inhabited it will not pass away. Farm-
ers’ homes are capable of being made
the most beautiful and attractive
homes in the world. But they are not
so made in a great many, and perhaps
a majority of cases, and this is why the
boy will leave. Now education, and
the refinment which naturally accom-
panies it, will go very far towards a
reform in this particular. But a great
many farmers, and others, think it
does not pay to educate a young man
who intends to give his life to the
pursuits of agriculture. If it does
not pay in dollars and cents, it
will pay in true manhood and
womanhood. Every person should
acquire an education of somekind. Let
the country lad be as well educated for
the farm as his city cousin is for the
bar or counting room. And by all

0 i
It opens to nations the | constituency more than fifty per cent |

i Goldthwait, “ that for health, substan-

| tial wealth, for rare opportunities for |

jself-impmvemeut, for long life, and
real independence, farming is the best
| business in the world.”

Another good -reason why farmers
should be educated is this: With a
| delegation of nine in the National
| House of Representatives, backed by a

of which are farmers, Michigan has
not one representative who is a farmer,
and has the interest of this class at
heart, And our State Legislatures are
but little better. Now why is this?
Simply because our lawyers, and pro-
fessors, and others, think that farmers
pay little attention to State and
National affairs, and are so poorly
educated that they are not fit to occupy
these places. So the farmer will stand
back and trust their weifare in the
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iness to hunt and gain these places,
those who have but little interest in
the farmers’ welfare.

Of course, no one should vote for a
man simply beeause he is a farmer,
when they would be glad to do so
could they feel assured that he had
thought of something else than his
farm, to that extent that he was quali-
fied to cope with those whom he might
meet, and not let their interests suffer.

Farmers complain because they are
are not heard in the Legislature. Now
, educate your

Send men

if you would remedy th
sons to occupy these pla
there who have the interest of the
farmer at heart. This is the best and
only way in which you can ever occu-
py your rightful places.

History tells of one who was cailéd

silenced the angry tumult of the State
resumed again the duties of a husband-
man. It was Burns, the plowboy,
afterwards the National bard of Scot-
land. And Burns himself has left
evidence that he composed some of the
rarest gems of his poetry while en-
gaged in rural pursuits. It would
require volumes to enumerate the
noble men who have recorded their
exhalted appreciation of rural life and
enterprise. Washington was ever
more enamored for the sickle than the
sword, and unhesitatingly proncunced
agriculture the most healthy, the most
useful, the most noble employment of
A.D. O,

The Grange as a School.

‘Webster defines school as, ** A place
for learned intercourse and instruction,
an institution for learning, an educa-
tional establishment, a place for acquir-
ing knowledge and mental training.”
Than the Grange must be considered a
school, for it assists us to become better
men and women by practicing charity to
others and earnestly striving to make
ourselves purer and wiser, to become
hetter farmers, by receiving information
from other members and giving to them
information in return, by experiments
by different members with different
crops, keeping a eareful record of every-
thing connected with the experiment
and reporting the results to the Grange,
that we may in the ehd make what are
now chances, certainties; tomake our
farms and homes more attractive and
pleasant. This is very important if
farming is to be the business of our lives
andif we expect to own our farms for
years to come, we should try to secure
the best results, and all should be will-
ing to communicate their knowledge to
the Grange through discussions, essays,
or in some other manner. Co-opera-
tion—this needs careful study and infor-
mation,which we can hardly receive ex-
cept through the Grange; the pros-
perity ofthe Grange and a great part of
our success as farmers depends upon co-
operation. To become good, law abid-
ing citizens we must study and under-
stand our laws. Patrons should study
and understand them, for as 52 per cent.

proper means let the farmer app

of the population of this State are farm-

hands of those who make it their bus- !

| school will be a succes:
| do our part by writing for the VISITOR
| essays,discussions, select reading,decla-
from the plow to the palace, from the |
farm to the forum; and when he had |

trol legislation if they choose to exer-
cise it, and they should exercise this
right for the repeal of bad laws, and
that good laws may be made so plain
thatall may understand them. If such
changes are ever brought about it must
be through the demands of farmers,prop-
erly enforced by sending men to the
Legislature and Congress who will en-
force and respeet our wishes.

The farmer needs to learn to do with-
out certain things ratherthan to run in
debt for them.

The Grange is the school in which we
should carefully study the Preamble
and Constitution of the Order, the By~
Laws
Purposes, the Obligation, the Digest
and Parliamentary Guide, These all
need careful and thorough study ; the
Constituion and By-Laws that we may
understand what we have solemnly ob-
ligated ourselves to obey ; the Declara-
tion of Purposes, that we may realize

their justice and necessity, and give |

them our hearty support; the Parlia-
mentary Guide, that we may under-
stand the rules which govern legislative
bodies, that we may know what motions
are in order, how to make the motion
and how to dispose of it, so that we may
be able to assist in the transaction of
business in the Grange or in any other
body in which we may be called to act.
If we understand parliamentary rules
g0 that we have no trouble with them in
the Grange we shall not disgr:
selvesand those we may represent by
our ignorance in any place where they
are practiced.

In conclusion, let me say our Grange
we choose to

mations, songs,something to instruct or
amuse, no matier if it does take a little
time and trouble. There is scarcely
any time of the year but there is some
stormy weather in two or three weeks.
Usethat time to write your piece or
learn yoursong, and you will feel all
the better for it, and when you go to the
Grange you will feel as though you had
done your part and had a right to enjoy
yourselves, 5, D.. B

A Farmer’s Party.

Agriculture is the basis of life. Why
not, then, take a hand in the structure
of its conditions first among which are
society and government ?

How else do we practically recognize
and confirm the dignity of labor? Is
there no harvest field of results, for this
class, to reward the labor of a life time?
Where are life’s elastic joys to him who
knows no freedom from partisan servi-
tude and the grevious burden laid upon
productive labor by the task-masters?
‘Where to him is the innocent satisfac-
tion that is to be derived only from the
relations of equality that ought to be
spontaneous. Must farmers have no
opinions, aims, interests or sympathies
peculiar to themselves, that they may
proclaim no principles; but renuncia-
tion and sacrifice of personal to parti-
san weal? Buch thraldom and the
weariness it brings is the curse that
brutifies humanity.

Itis a principle of the Patrons of
Husbandry to build a higher manhood
and womanhood among farmers, and
one of the earnest demands of the Na-
tional Grange is, *‘ That governments
be administered in a cheaper and simp-
ler manner, consonant with the condi-
tions of the people.”” These are mat-
ters upon which there can be no
division and consequently no issue
among farmers, as with religious or
politieal gnestions that have two sides.
‘Whenever the Patrons of Husbandry
decide to present a candidate for any
public position outside of politics on a
farmers’ platform, they will be acting
in accordance with the declared pur-
poses of the Order. The producing
classes hold the remedy for the ills of
which they complain, in their own
hand, and when farmers start, all other
laboring classes will gladly join them,
and a reform will be effected that will
result in pecuniary benefits that are a
condition of enlightenment, enlighten-
nient a condition of progress, and
progress a condition of the highest
manhood we seek. Let the farmers’
banner be flung to the breeze and every
son of soil and toil take his stand.—
Dirigo Rural.

Bovs, because your father has been a
Democrat or a Republican, do you
think you must be one like him? It is
easy to inherit theology and politics
from your father, but is it any evidence
that you have used your brains?

of our Grange, the Declaration of | {75 W& Sho robin lave |

| But the stranger’s bucket is at the spring.

Between the broad fields of wheat and corn
1s the lovely home where I was born ;

The peach tree leans against the wall,

And the woodbine wanders over all .
There is the shaded doorway still£

But a stranger’s foot has crossed the sill.

There is the barn—and, as of yore,

I can smell the hay from the open door,
And see the busy swallows throng,

And hear the pewee’s mournful song,

But the stranger comes, Oh! painful proof—
His sheaves are piled to the heated roof.

There is the orchard—the very trees

That knew my childhood so well to please,
‘Where I watched the shadowy moments run,
Till my life embibed more of shade than sun ;
The swing from the bough still sweeps the air,
But the stranger’s children are swinging there.

It bubbles, the shady brook below,

| With the bulrush brook where the hazel grow,

"I'was there I found the calimus root,
And watched the minnows poise and shoot,
1s wing—

Ob, ye who daily cross the sill,

Step lightly, for T love it still ;

And when you crown the old barn eaves,
Then think that countless harvest sheaves
Have pass-d withiu that scented door,

To gladden cyes that are no more.

The Humble Peanut.

An interesting item recently went
the rounds of the papers giving a state-
ment of the enormous trade in peanuts

—those cheap little things so tooth-

some to the groundling. A gréac
many people in the North fancy that
peanuts grow on vines, and that they
are all alike—although they cannot
understand why it is that street ven-
ders can seli what they* consider the
same article for less money than they
can be bought for in stores. Peannts
do grow on vines, but like the Irish-
man’s vineyard, the fruit is under the
ground. They are not all alike, and
the nuts that are peddled around
variety shows and third-class theaters
at a low price, are not the proper arti-
cle to be ground to powder by the
ivories of the truly good. The peanut
section of Virginia, where the best and
most delicious nuts are raised, is com-
prised in the following counties:
Southampton, Surrey, Prince George,
Nansemond, Sussex, and Isle of Wight,
with the crop extending of late years
along the histori¢ peninsular. The
farmers of Princess Anne and Norfolk
Cournties are at present paying partic-
ular attention to that crop, while over
the border in North Carolina, the
County of Currituck, celebrated for its
canvas-back ducks, wild geese, snipe,
and swans, with its fish and fishing, is
also celebrated for its peanuts. But
Nansemond and Isle of Wight, in old
Virginia, bear off the palm for raising
the finest peanuts in the Union, their
flavor, size, and quality being far
superior to all others,

The crop year begins about October 1,
and ends in the following September.
It is estimated by competent judges
that the crop of last year reached 900,-
000 bushels, of which amount Norfolk
handled 600,000 bushels, The prices
averaged $1 per bushel, which makes a
big item for such an insignificant thing
as a peanut. The State of Virginia
alone will raise over 1,000,000 bushels
this year, and Currituck, N. C., will
gend her usual quota, thus fiilling up
the storehouses and factories of this
city to their utmost capacity. It is
stated on good authority that one acre
of ground will yield from sixty to one
hundred bushels of peanuts, which
pays the farmer as much if not more
than he can realize from any other
erop.

V{‘)'alkiug around this city a few days
ago, your correspondent by acecident
entered a large peanut factory on
‘Water street, and saw so many nuts in
bags and out of bags that the idea sug-
gests itself at once that some Connecti-
cut Yank had invented a wooden pea-
nut. The modus operandi by which
the nuts are separated, cleaned, and
classed is somewhat as follows: The
third story of the building contains
thousands of bushels of peas in bags,
and there the continual roar “of the
machinery is deafening. Each machine
has a duty to perform. First, here isa
large ¢ylinder in which all the nuts are
placed, in order that the dust and dirt
may be shaken off of them. They pass
from this cylinder into the brushes,
where every nut receives fifteen feet of
a brushing before it becomes free.
Then they pass through a sluice-way to
the floor below, where they are dropped
on an endless belt, about two and a
half feet in width, and passing along
at the rate of four miles an hour. On
each side of the belt stand eight colored
girls, and as the nuts fall from the
sluice on to the belt, the girls, with a
quick motion of the hand, pick out all
the poor looking nuts and by the time
the belt reaches the end, two-thirds of
the nuts are picked off, allowing only
the finest ones to pass the crucible.
Those that do pass, drop through
another sluice, and empty into bags on
the floor below. When the bag is filled
it is taken away by hand, sewed up,
and branded as ‘‘cocks,” with the
figure of a rooster prominent on its
sides. The peas caught up by the
girls are thrown to one side, placed in
bags, and carried in to another room,
where they are again picked over, the
best singled out, bagged, and branded
as “ships.”” These are as fine a nut as
the first for eating, but in shape and
color do not compare with the

which are called and branded as
““ eagles.” These are picked out of the
| cullings of the ‘‘cocks’ and ‘ ships,’’
| but now and then you will find a res-
pectable Jooking nut among- them,
| though the eyes of the colored damsels
are as keen as a hawk, and a bad nut is
rarely allowed to pass their hands.
The cullings that are left from ‘‘eagles’’
are bagged. sent through the elevator
to the top story, and what little meat is
in them is shaken out by a patent
sheller, which is not only novel, but as
perfect a piece of machinery as was
ever invented. The nuts being shelled
by this process, the meat drops in bags
below, free from dust or dirt of any
kind, and are then shipped in two
hundred pound sacks to the North,
where they are bought up by the con-
fectioners for the purpose of making
taffy or peanut candy. It may be here
stated that a peculiar kind of oil is
extracted from the meat of the nut,
and in this specialty a large trade is
done among the wholesale druggists.
There is nothing wasted, for even the
shells are made useful. They are
packed in sacks and sold to stable
keepers for horse bedding, and a very
healthy bed they make. A day’s work
is abont 3,000 bushels, which includes
the labor of cleaning, picking, and
packing for shipment. From all this
it can be readily seen why the prices of
peanuts vary so much, and why it is
that the huckster, going round with
his wagon, can sell cheaper than the
stores: for he sells the ‘“‘eagles,”” while
the shop-keepers sell those of a higher
srade.—Norfolk (Va.) Cor. Philadel-
phia Times.

The Patent Laws.

The legislation asked for in so many
petitions from agriculturists and others,
exempting from prosecution for in-
fringement innoecent purchasers and
users of patented articles, and directing
suit to be brought in all cases, of in-
fringement, against the maker or vend-
or of the article, has been incorporated
by the House Committee on Patents in
the bill now pending in their Commit-
tee, amending tha Patent Laws in var-
ious particulars. Besides the abo
vision, it contain st
applications for re- es to within eight
years from the original grant, fixingan
equitable measure of damages in case
of suit for infringement. and reducing
somewhat various Patent Office fees. Tt
is thought that the bill will be passed,
although the patent lawyers are greatly
opposed to it.—Emhanye‘

PAvVING IN CHICKENS.—There is an
article going the "round of the papers
relating how a man went to Moore,
editor of the Rural New Yorker, and
said that he was too poor to take a pa-
per. The following is the gist of the
story :

Mr. Moore said,
ens, T believe 27

“Yes, a few; but they don’t bring
anything hardly.”

“Don’t they? Neither does my
paper cost? anything hardly. Now I
have a proposition to make to you. I
will continue vour paper. and when
you go home you niay select one chick-
en and call her mine. Take good care
of her, and bring me the proceeds,
whether in eggs or chickens, and we
will eall it square.” 3

““ All right, Brother Moore,”’ and the
fellow chuckled at what he thought a
capital bargain. He kept the contract
strictly and atthe end of the year found
that he had paid about four prices for
his paper.

**You raise chick-

AMRBASSADORS' SALARIES.—An am-
bassador at St Petersburg, Lord Duf-
ferin, has £8,000 a year besides a resi-
dence, free furniture, table allowance,
ete; The French Ambassador, £7.000;
the Chinese and Austrian Ambassadors,
each £5000; the American Minister,
£4.000- the Italian Ambassadors, £3,-
500; and the Ministers of Turkey, Per-
sia, Brazil, Holland, Spain and Italy,
from £2,500 to £3,000 a year. -The
fipest official residence is that of the
English Ambassador, and next fo it
comes the German, located in a place
belonging to the late Prince Lvoff, and
recently purchased by the German gov-
ernment for £25,000.

LAWYER (fo witness): *“ Did you say
that an incompetent man could keep a
hotel just as well as anybody ?”’ Wit-
ness: ‘“No. I said an inn-experienced
could.”

AT the cattle show.— Geptleman
(with solemnity): ‘ Miss Florence, do
you love beasts 27’ Lady (with vivaei-
ty): “Am I to consider that as a pro-
posal 27

NEVER deceive a lawyer: never lie
to him about your case when he takes
it in hand. He can attend to that
branch of the business himself. — New
Orleans Picayune.

CHRISTIANS should remember the

r, and never allow ritualism to
wholly supplant victualism.

THE beau for the girls — the bow of
promise. Culture that we dislike —
haughty-culture. A relic of barber-
ism—the gash on your chin.

WHAT is the difference between a
Jew and a lawyer? Why, the one gets

his law from the prophets; the other
gets his profits from the law.
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POLITICS IN THE GRANGE
“Politics in the Grange” af-
firms, teaches and means to en-
force in a practical way the senti-
ments embodied in the ** Declara-
tion of Purposes of the Patrons of
Husbandry,” which recites that
“the principles we teach underlie
all true polities, all true states-
manship, and, if properly carried
out, will tend to purify the whole
political atmosphere of our coun-
try, for we seek the greatest good
to the greatest number. Itis the
right of every member to do all he
can in his own party to put down
bribery, corruption and trickery,
to see that none but competent,
faithful and honest men, who will
unﬂinchinély stand by our indus-
trial interests, are nominated for
all positions of trust.”

With this sensible and honest
statement of our rights and duties
as Patrons, this seems an oppor-
tune time to look over the field
and make a note of some facts
that should serve to direct us, as
farmers, in the exercise of the po-
litical rights we hold.

Briefly, then, it is a fact that
the most important, the paramount
industry of this country is agricul-
ture — the business of providing
food not only for all the people of
this country, but for millions of
people in other lands. Itis a fact
that more than one-half of the
people of the United States are en-
gaged in agriculture; it it a fact
that the total of our agricultural
exports far exceeds in value the
gross amount of all the exported
products of all other crafts® com-
bined; it is a fact that the return
of prosperity to this country is
due largely to the successful pros-
ecution of the labors of the farmer;
it is a fact that 76 per cent.—more
than three-fourths — of the mem-
bers of the Congress of the United
States are lawyers; it is a fact that
less than three per cent. are farm-
ers: it is a fact that there is no
interest which concerns any con-
siderable number of people but
receives more legislative attention
and larger appropriations for main-
tainance and support than agricul-
ture, from this body of legislating
lawyers known as the Congress of
the United States. It is a conced-
ed fact that, of the nations of the
earth, ours takes rank among the
first in territorial extent, popula-
tion, wealth and importance; and
it is just as true that no other first-
class nation treats its agricultural
interests with such continued neg-
lect and, in all appropriations for
its support, in such a niggardly
manner as does the United States.

It is a fact that the Agricultural
Department at Washington has in
the past been held and treated as

| ical purposes.
| present Commissioner of Agricul- |
| State Treasury to each commissioner,

of no consequence, except in so
far as it could be used for polit-
It is a faet that the

ture is the first occupant of the
place for many years who has made
an honest. earnest effort to make
the Department of any sort of

value to the agriculture of the |
country. It is also a fact that he |
has not only not Aad the co-opera-
tion of Congress, but he has not
received respectful treatment from
that body. It is a fact that millions
are annually expended for all sorts
of political purposes, and means
to conduct experiments that prom-
ise to enrich the country by saving
millions, are denied the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

It is a fact that the farmers are
becoming more enlightened,better
educated and posted by Farmers:
Clubs, by Grange meetings and
discussions, and to some extent by
agricultural papers, though in this
direction there is a lamentable
want of outspoken independence
in the papers that claim to be de-
voted wholly to the farmers’ inter-
ests. Itis a fact that each year
there is less subserviency to party
leadership, more independent vot-
ing, more scratching — all healthy
indications of real progress. It is
a fact that legal practice and the
usage of courts tend to disqualify
a man for a good legislator, for the
essence of legal practice is delay
and procrastination,and economy
of time and expense seldom enter
into the calculations of an attor-
ney, whether in the court room or
in the legislative hall.

To expect more or better work
from a body of lawyers than from
a body composed of men from any
other class is absurd. The- hard
facts of experience sustain no such
claim. Look at the work of law-
yers at the last session of the Leg-
islature of this State. Some of our
readers will remember the Senate
Judiciary Committee, composed of
five representative lawyers of the
State, who made for themselves a
little temporary notoriety by re
porting Senate Bill No. 168.

A brief history of this and some
other facts, we think will sustain
our assertion.

On the reasonable assumption
that the tax laws of the State were
not just what they should be, a
bill had been prepared, submitted,
and referred in the ordinary way
to the Judiciary Committee.

Not being acceptable to those
gentlemen, as it probably had
some fair and equitable pro-
visions, and afforded no special op-
portunities for the legal fraternity,
this Senate Bill,¢No. 168, “A Bill
to provide for a commission to re-
vise the statutes for levying and
collecting taxes,” was reported as
a substitute. This little substitute
Bill of four sections provided that
the Governor should appoint a
commission consisting of “ Areec
competent lawyers and two expe-
rienced non - professional men,’
who should, before the meeting of
the next Legislature, prepare a
Bill covering this subject, and re-
port the same to that body.

The beauty of this Bill lies in
the fourth, and last section, which
we quote :

SEc. 4. The professional members of

said commission shall each receive $5,-

000 and all expenses actually paid or
incurred in performing the duties here-
in required, and the non-professional
members of said commission shall re-
ceive $1,000 and all expenses actually
paid or incurred, to be paid out of the

on the certificate of the Governor, that
said commissioner has performed the
duties required of him by this act, with
an affidavit of actual expenses paid or
incurred annexed thereto, containing
an itemized statement of the expenses
paid or incurred and made by said com-
sioner.

There was not an fntimation in
the Bill that the * three competent
lawyers ™ should do any more work

{ individually than the *two expe-

rienced non-professional men,” and
yet DMessrs. Huston, of Tuscola;
Patterson,of Calhoun; Bell,of Che-
boygan ; Ambler, of Oceana, and
Weir, of Wayne County, had the
cheek to assume that a lawyer
should receive five times as much
for the same labor as an “ exper-
ienced non-professional man.”

And this same Commiittee of
lawyers smothered a Bill prepared
by Senator Childs restricting to a
reasonable sum the fee named in
mortgages for their foreclosure,
and reported instead a Bill gradu-
ating attorney fees for the foreclos
ure of mortgages from $25 (the low-
est sum) to$100,and “ Provided, no
attorney or solicitor’s fee shall be
collected, received or tawxed, unless
an attorney or solicitor in chan
cery forecloses the mortgage.’

These distinguished legislators
were all the time making progress.
They were willing at one time to
allow * experienced non- profes-
sional men ” one-fifth as much as
a lawyer for the same service, but
later in the session they ipropose
to fix by law an exorbitant price
for specified work,and then mo-
nopolize the work by making it
illegal for an * experienced non-
professional man” to make any
charge whatever for doing this
kind of work. i

These samples of Michigan law-
yer legislation are perhaps suffi-
cient, but we cannot forbear refer-
ring to the composition of the
Committee on Agriculture of the
National House of Representa-
tives.

The make-up of that Committee
is an insult to the farmers of the
United States, who own a very re-
spectable portion of the property
of the country,pay far more thanan
equitable proportion of its taxes,
and represent and direct the most
important industry of the world.
This Agricultural Committee of
fifteen, to whom, so far as govern-
ment aid or encouragement is eon-
cerned,is committed the vast agri-
cultural interests of this country,
has a New York lawyer for Chair-
man, who, with his seven legal
associates. comprise a majority of
the Committee, and seem only
anxious “ how not to do it.”

The statements made by Cem-
missioner LeDuc, before the Elmi-
ra Farmers’ Club, in a lecture upon
the subject of * Sugar-Making,”
proves that the most parsimonious
and niggardly treatment of the
agricultural interests of the coun-
try has been the uniform rule, and
that one Congress has not been
materially better or worse than
another. This party, or that, hav-
ing control of the Government, the
result is substantially the same.

The Department, and every in-
terest conneected with it, in the
general distribution of the funds

gathered into the National Treas-
ury, has heretofore received but a
bear recognition.

And yet some good work has
been done within the last few
months that gives encouragement.

We can see that the dozen farm-
ers now in Congress have not been
idle. On our first page is seen a
little evidence, good as far as it
goes, that the farmer has been
heard from.

The facts that we have stated
show most conclusively that farm-
ers should be heard from again
and again, at the primary meeting
of the parties to which they sev-
erally belong, and at the County
and State Conventions.

The shameless disregard, not to
say invasion of theirrights by leg-
islating lawyers, demands that a
concerted and persistent effort be
made to secure our proportion of
representation in law-making bod-
ies, State and National, of the
country.

It cannot reasonably be expect-
ed that the 275 lawyers now in
Congress will give these 14 farm-
er colleagues a fair show in the
consideration of all practical ques-
tions that foster and encourage ag-
riculture, and develop the materi-
al resources of the country. To
say that it can, is to ignore all his-
tory, and human nature itself.

We are free to admit that it
looks a little presumptious to ar-
raign as we do from time to time
this professional eclass that has
managed to fasten itself upon the
country, absorbing the most lucra-
tive offices, shaping its policy and
controlling its legislation with the
least possible regard to the reason-
able demands of the great agricul-
tural class.

But the last few years has wit-
nessed a vigorous effort through
the organization of Farmers’ Clubs,
of County and State Agiicultural
Societies, of Institutes and Agri-
cultural Colleges, of Farmers’
Alliances, and last, but not
least, of the Grange, which has
more than a million names on its
roll books, to educate and elevate
to a higher plane the farmers of
the country, and though the
Grange is not a political organi-
zation, yet “we should bear in
mind that no one, by becoming a
Patron of Husbandry gives up
that inalienable right and duty
which belongs to every American
citizen, to take an interest in the
politics of his country,” and the
facts to which we have referred
clearly indicate the duty of the
farmer, be he Granger or not, to
insist on more and better repre-
sentation.

We would not be understood as
condemning all lawyers as unfit
for legislators. By no means. Oc-
casionally we find a lawyer whose
good common sense, large obser-
vation, and contact with men and
things has qualified to look over
the whole field, recognize the rel-
ative importance of the farmer’s
occupation, speak a good word for,
and vote intelligently and honest-
ly to promote and encourage agri-
culture.

But where one such comes to the
surface in political life, there are
scores of the other sort, who, if
ever so honest, have never given
the subject a serious thought, and

are really no better qualified to
legislate for the farmers of the
country than they are to preach.

This great agricultural State of
Michigan is represented year after
year by lawyers, and the question
is pertinent, shall this state of
things continue? Shall agricul
tural distriects in agricultural
States be always represented by
lawyers or bankers? Shall a few
thousand lawyers have twenty-five
times as many representatives in
the Congress of the United States
as five million American farm-
ers have. For this condition
of things the farmers themselves
are to blame, and the remedy is
in their own hands. The time is
coming when they will not so
blindly disregard their own inter-

ests. It cannot come too soon.

MICHIGAN'S NEXT GOVERNOR.

In another article, we have ex-
pressed our opinion quite fully on
the unsuitableness of the average
lawyer to represent an agricultur-
al people in a legislative body.
And we have said many times
within the last year, and again
repeat, that the farmers of Michi-
gan are now entitled to the office
of Governer for one of their class.
The subject has been so fully can-
vassed among farmers that we
helieve that the party that unwise-
ly nominates other than a farmer
will stupidly weaken its ticket
several thousand votes.

This is not all talk, as we be-
lieve the counting of votes will
prove, if this reasonable demand
of the farmers of Michigan is not
heeded.

We have heard it intimated that
the record of one of the Republi-
can candidates for Governor of
Michigan, when examined, would
exhibit a degree of crookedness
that few men would care to
hazard the inspection of, by be-
coming candidates for an impor-
tant office.

Our correspondent, “ Land-look-
er’s ” ¢ Political Catechism,” casts
shadows across the path of our
Detroit lawyer’s political aspira-
tions, which we hope he may be
able to remove before the meet-
ing of the Republican State Con-
vention. We suspect it will be a
big job to underfake, this hot
weather. Butit is his matter, and
if it proves his political funeral,
we can’t help it.

These aspiring fellows of the
legal profession want all ‘the
turkey, and are so used to getting
it, that they take great chances,
and our Detroit friend seems to be
no exception. We want him, and
all like him, beaten in the State
Conventions of every political
party in this State, and if the
farmers of the State attend to
their own . political business as
they ought to, they will be.

We know that the ecities are
practically given over to the rifraf
of society, and the only hope of
good government lies the
country.

Farmers of Michigan, will you
be good to yourselves, to your
fellow farmers, and the -whole
country, by such honest, indepen-
dent action as will secure a com-
petent farmeér to administer the
executive department of the State
government for two years from

in




the first of January next ; and will
you alsé take good care that the
agricultural interests of this great
State are not wholly abandoned to
the 'tender‘ mercies of those who,
having no Interest in common with
ours, have in the past given so
little evidence of capacity or wil-
lingness to recognize the impor-

tance of agriculture in this
country.

BAD FINANCIERING.

We frequently receive by mail
a silver half dollar for subscrip-

tion, or supplies of some sort, |
requiring double letter postage, or ]
and by the |

six cents in stamps:
same mail perhaps get a money
order for fifty cents, that has cost
a fee of ten cents.

Another cautious brother will
register a letter containing a few
shillings ; while still another will
send 810, or more, under a three-
cent stamp.

Now somebody is wrong in this
matter, and we are of the opinion
that in this class of cases, all are.
Noone can afford to pay at the
rate of twenty per cent for the
transmission of money a hundred
miles more or less. After fraction-
al currency became so scarce, we
took postage stamps without ob-
Jjection of any denomination, until
we had an over supply of large
denominations that we could not
use. For a few months we have
kept a notice standing in the Vis-
1ToR that we should return stamps
to the sender of a larger denomin-
ation than three cents. Three
cent stamps we are willing to take
in sums of less than one dollar on
any account of this office ; and the
safety of mails is such that we do

not hesitate advising remitters to |

send under a three-cent stamp any
sum under $1.50 without either
registration or money order.

ANNUAL STATE PIC-NIC.

By resclution, the Executive
Committe= of the State Grange
have fized upon August 12th, as
the time, and Lansing as the place
for holding a State pic-nic.

The Granges of Ingham County
and vicinity will make all neces-
sary preparations for the pie-nic.
The Ingham County Fair Grounds
have been secured for the occa-
sion; and with the attractions of
the new State Capitol and the
Agricultural College and farm, we
expect 10,000 Patrons and farmers
will join in this second State Pic-
nic of the Grangers of Michigan.
We shall have eminent speakers,
and a general good time may be
expected. We shall try and give
notice of railroad arrangements
in our next issue.

THE “VISITOR.”

It will gratify the friends of the
Visimor to know that several hun-
dred names have been added to
our list by our offer of June 1st, to
send the paper for the remaining
seven months of the year for
twenty five cents. We have not
been able to send the number for
June 1st to gll new subscribers:
those who did not get it will, how-
ever, get in its stead the number
for Jan.1,1881. We cau still sup-
ply the one for June 15 to sub-
seribers, and the offer of seven
months for twenty-five cents holds
good while that edition lasts.

ON our next issue we shall
use a mailing machine. In the
change from the old to new way,
some mistakes may occur. We
hope any subscriber failing to
receive his paper on time will
give us notice at once, and we
will do our best to set the
matter right.

Ta1s number has so many good
things in it that we have had an
extra thousand printed for distri-
bution. We hope that our readers
will not gverlook the * Political
Qatechism ” on the first page. It
is suggestive reading.

THE

GRANGE YV

ISITOR.

Depariment.

FLecturer's

MUSKEGON.

Everything in its Place.

thing in its place,” is essential to the

as of the individual, and even more
| 80, because of the great necessity.
Nowhere does a man feel the need of
a place for everything, than in refer-
ence to his books and papers and cor-
respondence, that he may know
where each particular article or item
is, and that he way direct its getting
without delay. The more a man’s
business increases, and the more
directions into which it extends, the
greater the need of a place for each
and everything.

An organization like the Grange
aggregates interests and diversifies
items of business, especially as refers
to the Secretary’s office in which is to
be kept, in readiness for use, each
item of record, of correspondence, as
well as of law and usage. The Sec-
retary is the Librarian of the official
record library—a library of reference
only by him to be read on call for
the information of officers, members
of the body.;

The Grange has been in existence
nearly eight years in this State, and
must, by this time, have much of
records, decisions, laws, precedings,
pertaining to the Order, and essential
to the organization. Where are
these kept! Many Granges are
wanting records as a school
district we once visited officially as
County Superintendent, and asked
the Director to see the records of the
district. He fumbled over his hat
and pockets for a time, and finally
found them in his left vest pocket, in
a sad state of mutilation,—not a
word could be read.’ It is by far too
prevalent a practice to carry the
pertainings of a Secretary’s office in
the hands or pockets of that officer,
and often liable to be at home when
that officer is there, however much
they may be needed by the assembled
Grange in his absence.

in

Secretary, and present for reference
and use at each meeting of a Grange:
1st, The official records of the
Grange meetings, from and including
its organization, and every meeting
since; 2d, the official record of mem-
bers, and their financial standing with
the Grange; 3d, a file of all reports
of committees, and correspondence
since organization; 4th, a full set of
the proceedings each year of the
National Grange, and of the State
Grange, from the time of the organi-
zation of the Subordinate Grange;
5th, a number of copies of past and
present State Grange By- Laws, and
at least one copy of the Digest; 6th,
copies of the Ritual and song book,
that the Grange may be sure to have
enough present to work with; 7th,
abundance of stationery for the use
of members and officers at each
meeting.

« But,” says some one, *Can all
this be carried about with the officers,
or to and from his home, or to and
from the meetings.” By no means.
Each Grange should have a Secre-
tary’s desk at its place of meeting.
Such desk or Secretary should be
large and convenient, with ‘dmwers,
pigeon holes, etc., to allow a place for
everything, and then the Grange
should insist that everything be kept
in its place, and that keys be kept so
near that the desk can be used if the
Secretary is absent.

One objects, *“ We have no hall.”
All the more need of such a desk.
Its cost will be small, and can be
used when you get a hall as well as
now. “It costs something!” So

““A place for everything, and every-

success of the organization, as well |

What should be in the office of the |

does everything worth having, either
of effort, time, or money; and it you

wish to preserve for the future the |

work of to-day, then make a little

effort, and get a desk suitable for the |

| needs of such an office.

Pickings by the Way. Neo. 11.

We had been picking our way for
some days among the growing shrubs
{ and shrubery at home, when on the
8th of June we were called to take an
afternoon train to Berlin, there to
meet Bro. H. A. Greenley, Worthy
Overseer of Alpine Grange, at whose
home we spent the night, and were

with No. 348,

A rainy morning and forenoon were
good for writing and reading at home,
but they do not invite people, little in-
terested, to Grange meeting, At 10
A.on, in company wtih Bro. Haines,
we visited the hall to see that all was
ready, and soon noticed the comfort-
able school room of this Grange hall
converted into a spacious dining
| room, with tables sufficient to accom-
| modate a large number of Patrons
and friends. Although the meeting
was not to be until afternoon, yet sev-
eral Brothers and Sisters from Raven-

before noon.
well filled with Patrons and friends,
notwithstanding the rain and the busy
sheep shearing time. The exercises
were introduced by singing, led by
Bro. Manly. Then Bro. Mickley was
introduced and in his usual convine-
ing manner spoke for nearly two
{ hours, when, after another piece of
music, we were introduced and spoke
briefly. The hour for supper having
arrived, recess was taken to the din-
ing room, where the tables were re-
lieved of their abundance, A private
evening session was held, which was
given to instruction in the direct work
of the Grange and the manner of do-
ing it. At a late hour we rode home
with Bro. John Preston and wife for
rest and refreshment
JONE 10,

At an early hour Bro. Brewn, the
Worthy ster of Alpine Grange,
took Bros. Mickley, Preston and our-
self to the train, which was to take us
to Grand Rapids, On the train we
found Bros. Nathan Whitney, Stanf-
fer and Miles, of Western Pomona
Grange, No. 19, on their way to the
meeting at Georgetown, our destina-
tion. At the Rapids, we had time to
do a little business, say *“Good day”
to Bro. Carroll, ot the Agricultural
World, and reach the train to Jenni-
' sonville,

Stepping from the cars at our des-
tination, the genial smile of Bro. H.
D. Weatherwax, Master of George-
town Grange, No, 458, bade us wel-
come long before he spoke it in words.
At the postoffice we met Bro. Day, of
the firm of Day & Taylor, and Sisters
Harris and Pelton, from Talmadge
Grange, No. 639. Teams to take us
all to the place of meeting were in
readiness, waiting our pleasure. We
were soon on our way,and a short
ride bronght us to Bro. Weatherwax’s
residence, the place of meeting. We
found a large number already conven-
ed from Ottawa Grange, No. 30, Al-
landale and Hudsonville Granges,
and some from Ravenna and Lisbon
Granges, quite distant. Everybody
seemed happy, glad to see us, and a
royal welcome we had. Georgetown
Grange has as yet wo hall, but meets
in the school house in its jurisdiction.
For this meeting of the Pomona
Grange, the Worthy Master of the
Georgetown Grange had tendered his
home and its belongings. In a newly
finished chamber, over the range of
sheds, was the hall—a very neat, spa-
cious and convenient one, too, it was.
It had been trimmed and decorated
by artistic hands, and made very
pleasant and attractive with furnituare,
| greens, flowers, etc. The main floor
i'ol the barn had been provided with
long tables and set to feed a crowd of
hungry people,while stables and sheds
everywhere had been made inviting
to weary teams that brought the dis
tant Patrons. Supervising all was
Bro. Weatherwax, assisted by Bros.
Harrington, Loring, Sponable and oth-
ers. The interior arrangements were
ably managed by Sister Weatherwax
and her njece, assisted by a goodly
number of the Sisters of the Grange.
All was happy and merry as a mar-
riage bell—the hungry were fed and
the weary rested, and all felt that it
was good to be there. Flowers were
used in abundance, and one almost

na and Lisbon Granges reached there !
At 2 p. 3. the hall was |

felt that he had come to the festival
of Flora.

Dinner was duly served, and the
people gathered into the hall, and the
public meeting was duly called to
order. Singing introduced the exer-
cises, when the Lecturer of the Po-
mona Grange briefly spoke upon the
progress of the Order—a preface to
the well timed address of Bro. C. E.
Mickley, who spoke with good effect
for two hours. Then came supper, |
and all were ready for the 5th degree
meeting of the evening, at which the
beautiful and impressive lessons of
Pomona’s Court was conferred upon

) | thirteen candidates, at the close of
ready to enjoy a field day on the 9th

which Worthy Pomona Sister Weath-
erwax lead her entire court to the
beautifully spread banquet of fruit in
the dining hall. A most enjoyable
occasion it was, and long will it be
remembered by all present.

The night was spent by us at the
home where the Grange met, and the
morning found us quite refreshed, and |
ready for another day’s duty. One
fact we note by the way, that Sisters
Harris and Weatherwax are both
superintendents of school for their
respective towns, Talmadge and
Georgetown, and efficient officers they
make.

The torenoon ot the 11th was de-
voted to the work of the Order. The
Worthy Lecturer reported a plan for
a series of public meetings in towns
where there were no Granges, that the
farmers of the entire County might
all be awakened to their interest, and
co-operate through the Order in ad-
vancing and protecting their interests.
The plan was approved, and instruc-
tions given for carrying it out. This
Pomona Grange believes in dissemin-
ating intelligence among all the farm-
ers, and of strenthening the Order in
all her borders, and to further this,
will use all means at her command,
whether of money or talent. Various
questions relating to roads and their
overseers were discussed, and referred
to a Commlttee upon Needed Legisla-
tion. A hearty vote of thanks was
given to Georgetown Grange for their
efforts to make the meeting as success-
ful as it was, and to Bro. C. E Mick-
ley for his able efforts. Dinner was
served, closing one of the most pleas-
ant and successful meetings ever held
by this Pomona Grange.

The Order is steadily and surely
advancing in every part of the juris-
diction of this Pomona Grange. Three
dormant Granges have been revived,
and one new Grange formed by its
influence. All the Granges have in-
creased in numbers and influence.
Two new halls have been built, and
more are being talked of. Three pub-
lic meetings have been held thus far
this year, and more will be held before
its close. All this goes to prove the
efficacy and usefulness of the Pomona
Grange—no County can do without
one.

Appointments.

From August 10th until the end
of the first week in September, the
Lecturer has appointments for the
whole time, except perhaps a day or
two. Arrangement may be made for
work the last of July, and first week
in August, also after first week in
September. There are fifty dormant
Granges in the State that need awak-
ening to labor and effort, and as
many more that need aid. Would be
pleased to co-operate with County
Granges where they exist, and help
them to re-awaken, and work up the
interests of the Order. Where no
Pomona Granges exist, let dormant
and weak Granges correspond with
the Lecturer at once, and arrange for
tuture work. Those of Monroe,
Lenawee, Sanilac, Macomb, Tuscola,
Lapeer, Huron, Gratiot, and Isabella
Counties should respond at once to
this invitation, and set on foot efforts
for future good work Don’t wait for
some one else, but set at work your-
self at once, and give the names of
those you think will co-operate.
Two things ought to be done before
December first: 1st, Every dormant
Grange should be set at work; every
weak Grange strengthened; and
every unoccupied field duly appro-
priated by the Order: 2d, the list of
subscribers to the GraNe: VisrTor
increased to 10,000. ¢ Can’t do it?”
Try and see. Who will try? Let

From Chippewa.

EvART, June 24th, 1880.
Bro. J. T. Cobb :
I write a few lines to let our broth-
ers and sisters know that Chippewa
Grange, No. 517, is still alive, and, as

| we are building a hall, it looks as if we

intended tolive. I believe we are get-
ting more interested with every meet-
ing, and we hope, after harvest, to give
the Grange Agent at Detroit a little
business to do for our Grange,

Crops, in this section, are middling
good; some wheat was hurt by the
open winter, and some meadows are
injured by the continued wet weather
of this spring. There are some pota-
toes to be planted yet, but not very
many. Some will begin haying as soon
as next week, and wheat will soon be
ready for the cradle. Two weeks of
dry weather has made it dryer than it
seemed possible for it ever to be again ;
but to-day it looks like rain, which I
hope we may get.

A L1vE PATRON.

Dispense truth and intelligence by
getting all your neighbor farmers,
who do not, to take the GrANGE
Visiror. Send ten subsecriptions and
get your own free.

Our 5,000 subscribers have a wel-
come VisiTor twice a month, and
wish it to come oftener.

Please extend notice through the
VIsIToR to the members of the Manis-

tee Distriet Grange that the next meet-
ing will be held in Pleasanton, July 6
and 7th, commencing at 2 o'clock, P,
M. Tuesday and Wednesday.
Mrs. J. A. Pork, Sec.
Manistee D, P. G., No. 21,

OFFICE OF
PATRONS PAINT WORKS, |
162 SouTH ST., NEW YORK,
June, 1880. ‘
Dear Sir and Bro.:

We are pleased to inform our patrons
that we now reduce the price 7 our
paints from 35 to 40 per cent discount,
on account of the cost of materials be-
ing somewhat less in price. We pro-
pose to give our friends the be refit of
the decline.

We trust that our efforts to sell a
Jirst class paint at 8s low a price as pos-
sible, will be appreciated by you in the
JSuture as it has been in the past.

‘We would call your attention to our
Red FEnamel Wagon Paint. This is
especially adapted for painting Farm
‘Wagons and all kinds of Farming Im-
plements and Machinery. Price same
as Black Buggy paint. Please send
your orders.

Yours fraternally,
A. M. INGERSOLL.

THE REAPER. DEATH,

MEAD—REMINGTON—ROGERS — From
the Secretary of Macon Grange’ No. 167, we
have a notice of the death of members of the
families of Brothers Leroy MEap, James L.
RexMiNeTON and Sister ELizasere A. RoGERs,
with 1 of sy hy and

NOM EXPLOS|

The ADAMS & WESTLAKE Improved
Wire Gauze,Nou-Explosive OILSTOVE

Is the only Oil Stove made with wire gauze in-
side the reservoir, on the principle of the Sir
Humphrey Davy Satety Lamp, making it abso-
utely non-explosive. It was awarded the
highest premium medal at the Paris Exposition
in 1878, for Safety, Capacity and Durability.
With Armour’s Heater Attachment, they are
invaluable for heating bedrooms, conservatories,
ete. Fully endorsed by the Insurance and Fire
Departments of Chicago. The best Stove
made for camping purposes.

They are made in four sires, 1, 2, 3, and 4
Burners' Ask your dealer for them, or send
for a Circular.

The ADAMS & WESTLAKE Mpg Co.,

work not words tell.

Stove Office, 95 Lake St., Cricaco, Itr.
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THE GRANGE VISITOR.

Ladies' Pepartment.

TRIFLES.

RY COUSIN DORA.
Only a white feather, downy and fair,
Dritting along on the pure, balmy air*
But a little bird sees it while winging her way
Down to the orchard with May bloom so gay.
She catches it up with her tiny brown bill,
And, chattering soft to herself all the while,
Says she, “Ah, this comes just in time

To help make a home for those birdies of mine.”

Only a blossom, so fairy and sweet,

Peeping from brown leaves under one’s feet
That with tint of the sea-shell and glossy green
Heralds the coming of our welcome spring.

But the invalid, on her couch of pain,

Signing because health comes not again,

Smiles as she kisses the blossom so fair,

And a brighter look her pale face will wear.

Only a violet, keavenly blue,

Lifting its modest, sweet face to you;

Only a violet—yet if you go

Down to the place where those you loved so
Are laid with blue eyes lifted up,

Holding a tear in each tiny cup,

Somehow they ease your heart of its pain,
And leave there a ray of sunshine again.

Only a slender, worn circlet so old,

But brilliants rare and nuggets of gold

Could never buy the wee simple thing,

*Twas placed on your hand in life’s happy spring
By one who, almost before manhood’s prime,

‘With tears in his voice,said good-by for all time, |

Only a turf, but it hides from our view
The fond and loving, the brave heart and true.

Only an angry word hastily spoken,

But oft, so offen, a heart it has broken.

Only a tear-drop shed by a friend,

But the memory of it never will end.

Trifles make up the sum of our life,

‘Wee bits of pleasure, pain and of strife;

Glimpses of happiness scen through a cloud,

Rifts in the darkness enfolding us round.
Mapisox, Ct.

Let Us Not Forget Our Boys.

BALTIMORE, June th, ’80.

Dear Sisters of the Visitor :

Thoroughly enjoying, as I do, the
Ladies’ Department of our splendid lit-
tle paper, the thought will obtrude it-
self, Who are the sisters who fill its
columns? Do they have more leisure,
fewer cares, that they find time to write
out their experience for the benefit of

others, or are they more public spirited, |

and realizing that if none contributed
that Department would bea hlank, and
the most attractive feature of the Vis-

ITOR be lost, make an extra effort ** for |

the good of the Order,” and,the benefit
of those who read and appreciate, but
never write.

‘We appreciate the efforis of the old
contributors, and Myra, Aunt Kate,
and others, have many admirers, but
there are scores of others who might
add their mite of useful information, if
they could only overcome that diffi-
dence so characteristic of the farmer's
wife, who, not having written anything
since her school days, thinks she can
not, and thus the sympathizing word is
left unsaid, or the experience that
might be of real benefit to some other
woman is left untold.

I was pleased to read Mrs. Mayo's
essay, “ What Shall We Do with Our
Girls,” I had looked long for her name
in the VisiTor), and her earnestness
in advocating their rights met with a
hearty response in many a mother's
heart.

But while we look sharp to the inter-

est of our girls, let us not forget our |

boys. They are surrounded by licensed
temptation on every side, and mothers
may well tremble for the future of their
sons, when for a few paltry dollars the
State will grant a license to men to en-
gage in the business of making erimi-
nals of them.

Is this a broad assertion? Let us
see. By fixing up their saloons attrac-
tively, and making themselves very
agreeable (thereby exhibiting their
spider-like disposition, to allure what
they intend to destroy), they entice our
boys into their dens, and when there,
deliberately set about making drunk-
ards of them.

It is not donein a day, nor a week, it
takes time to transform an innocent
boy into the creature we often see reel-
ing from their doors. But, step by
step, from cider to whisky, he is led on,
until the stimulant is a necessity, and
they turn him out a drunkard, a burden
to society, a disgrace to his friends, and
a living sorrow to the mother, who,
seeing his danger, finds herself power-
Jess to avert his fate.

Does the law shield and protect the

!boy it has helped to transform into a
demon? No!

sideration and views with lenity the

license law, who, crazy with drink,
commits the most heinous erimes.

Sisters, the right to vote upon this
question is denied us, we must there-
fore be more earnest and faithful, in
our silent work., Let us see that what
little influence we have is cast in favor
of temperance always—never treating
it with indifference or scorn, Keeping
in mind that if our loved ones are com-
paratively safe from the wiles attending
| this unjust law, there are scores of
other hearts being daily wrung with
anguish for the fate of those dearer
than life.

Hoping to hear from you soon, I re-
main, Fraternally,

Mgs. R. K. STANTON,

A Talk with the Sisters.

I have been a long time away from
you, but I assure you that you haven’t
been forgotten,—neither has any arti-
cle which any of you have written es-
caped careful reading.

sible for me to put two ideas on paper,
| or write anything satisfactory to others
as well as myself, Sometimes I have
leisure to use my pen, but the tumult
incident to remodeling our house, the
| noise of hammer, saw and plane, was
'enough to scatter the thoughts of a
more level head than mine.

Other times I have had a disposition
to write, but a multiplicity of *spring
duties,” and aches and pains, —not
heartaches, dear sisters, for I am com
paratively a stranger to those—for poor
health brings bodily suffering. I have
had thoughts, at several times,scribbled
down in the outline, but never till
to-day could I persuade myself to copy
them for the VISITOR.

In my Sabbath reading I found this
idea, which to me was beautiful and
full of encouragement, ‘* Who ever
causes a happy hour to another bestows
a priceless gift.”” This idea has revolved
in my thoughts day after day, until I
find myself asking the question, How
can I contribute to the happiness of
those I come in contact with? The
lending of a book, a magazine tull of
bright thoughts and cheering words
from gifted minds ; the culling of fra-
{ grant flowers as a gift to some one who

is suffering in a sick-room; to send
out a few strengthening, cheering
| words to the columns of the VIsIToR;
to help some of the sisters who are
weary and eareworn, to stop for a few
moments to read to them and thus cause
them to forget their cares for the time
being.

A member of the Lansing Grange
says to me, as she presses my hand,

“ Myra, if you only knew how much
i good your talks with the sisters do me,
{ you would appear oftener in the col-
| umns of the VISITOR.” Another one
says: ‘“ I have looked in vain for some-
thing from your pen, and as often turn
away, so disappointed.” Can 1 turn

hour to another, bestows a priceless
gift.” This is the motive for my resum-
ing my pen to-day, but I cannot do it
without a twinge of conscience—right
in sight is the work box full of gar-
ments waiting to be mended, and a
remembrance of missing buttons looms
up before me,—but I’ll look the other
way for a little while and send some-
thing to the columns of the VisiT-
OR, hoping you will all exercise char-
ty, as I fear I have been out of prac-
ice so long that I may say what I do
not mean, or mean what I do not say,
and also hoping Bro. Cobb did not lose
one bit of his Jeditorial patience in the
beautiful land of California.

‘What a beautiful season we are pass-
ing through. Very many of you know
of these delicate blossoms called ‘“‘spring
beauties.”” When the genial rays of the
sun, in the earliest spring, melts snow

While it takes into con- |

vagaries of a lunatie, it punishes to the |
utmost the unfortunate vietim of thel

It bas at times seemed almost impos- |

away from such words as these, and |
still hear that idea ringing in my |
mind? * Who ever bestows a happy |

1

formed their little beds through sn
and frosts of drear- winter, and they
peep forth their bright little heads, ‘
| seemingly in joy and gladness that
spring has come again; and when the |
men-folks go over to the wood-lot, or |
the distant fields, to mend the fence, or !
cut brush, and as they come home to |
dinner or tea, they bring a handful of
the beauties to place before you on the |
table, as a surprise, how one's heart
| bounds to think spring is at hand, with
| its sunny days, singing birds, green |
! fields and fruit blossoms !

How beautiful everything has seem-
| ed to me this spring. Every fruit tree- |
load, with pink and white blossoms,
every shrub or tree, seemed to vie with
| each other, to send forth its folinge
fi As 1 have feasted my eyes from |
| time to time, and drinking in so much
| beauty and grandeur, and have felt
that T could not enjoy it half enough,
that it was swiftly passing, *like sun-
shine on the sea ;" and have longed, if
such a thing were possible, to lay by
| some of this beauty and gorgeousness
| till the scorching days of summer
come, when everything is covered with
dust from the roadside, and the grass
| has become yellow by the intensity of
the sun. When so much time and
| strength must be spent cooking food
that will be relished by the husbandman,
| and when so much care must be exer-
cised to Keep things from molding
and spoiling, and the days of canning
{ fruit (for that work always comes when
| it is the hottest, and ithere is the most

i of something else to do.
' Speaking of remodeling our house,
the motive for doing so was to get more

|

sunlight, better wventilation, and to
make our home more attractive. We
have succeeded beyond our expectations
in the outset. Now, I find myself ask-
ing the guestion each morning, Will
| there be sunshine within the home?
will each member of our household band
try to make the others happy ? Will
kind words, deeds of self: fice, char-
itable criticism and leniency on the
part of all predominate? We hope so,
but it needs a constant watchfulness |
and Divine assistance, if we succeed.
Money will not buy these, they must |
be the out-gushings of loving hearts.

Dear sisters, how many times in the
quiet of my home, when I am reading
such beautiful ideas as come from
some of the pages written by Louisa
M. Alcott, Pansy, Mrs. Whitney, and
others, I find myself wishing you could
enjoy them with me. I wish that T
could send you the book that you might
get these ideas too.

I have often wished I had plenty of
the * filthy lucre,” to buy books and
magazines and papers to send to
friends, but as I have not, I must con-
tent myself to only send specimen cop-
ies.

I have more to say, as we have not
had a talk in so long a time, but must
not trespass on your time and patience,
or waste the editor’s time looking this
over to see whether i- will do to print.

MyRA.

SAC.

Baltimore to the Front.

BALTIMORE, June 14th, '80.
Worthy Sec. J. T. Cobb :

Not having seen anything from
Baltimore Grange, No. 427, in a long
time, and fearing the idea might gain
ground that we were dead, I would say
to our friends through the VisIiTor
that we are still alive. Every society
has its seasons of depression, and we
have passed through ours, and come
out victorious. We number less than
we did three years ago, but those left
are thorough Patrons, and alive to the
interests of the Order.

The job is let to build a two story
hall, 20x48 in dimensions ; and with a
home of our own we expect Baltimore
Grange will be a permanent organiza-
tion. STEWARDESS,

Baltimore Grange, No. 472,

AN ounce of keep-your-mouth-shut
is better than a pound of explanations

e 1
and ice, and the winds loosen and scat- |
ter the brown autumn leaves that have )

| cheon floors, and its ses

after you have said it.

Our Cemmon Schools.

An essay read before the Calhoun

i ‘ County Grange by Mrs. Perry Mayo.

The question has been pertinently
asked, ** What is education?’ and the
first answer that cowmes to our lips and
one that has general acceptance is ““book
lore.”” Butisthis true? In this busy
everyday life of ours, and especially the
life of a farmer, there is much of the
hard prosaic jact in it. The idealistic,
theoretical part of our life is that part

| of itthat those who do not ftoil, strive

and win, kuow most about. To us who
are obliged to meet the every day affairs
of life there is a great deal of fact, prac-
ticability to it. I am reminded of a
poem by that rough, guaint writer,
Hosea Bigelow, on Theory and Prac-
tice, comparing the two. He showed
how very easy life and its accomplish-

| ments were theoretically, * but,"’ said

he,

“Fact,is the slow coach that sloughed in the ruts, |

That can’t git along with your durned ifs and
buts.”

that education con-

in training our whole be-

head, heart and hands that

we may be able to meet, and suc-

1

sists

believe
50

ing,

cessfully meet the every day require- |

ments of our lives. How can this best
be done? This is a question that
should claim and attract the attention
of us all, and especially those of us who
have children under our care, children
whoone day must take our places, bear
our burdens and heat of the day, meet
the cares and responsibilities of life.

I believe this to be theonegreat object
of the Grange, to fit ourselves tostand as
God's noblemen and women Lefore the
world. But there needs to be much
preparation, and this preparation is edu-
cation, One of the first stepping-stones
in this preparation is our common
schools. How proud we are of them,
and justly so. Takeaway the system of
our common-schools, and where are
we? Thereisnot aclaim that we have
as citizens to meet that is so freely and
adequately met, as those concerning our
common schools.  Our tax rolls will
show you how liberally. yes lavishly,
they are supported.

What advancements have we made?
From the log school bouse, with its pun-
s of slab, !with
its aimost absolute necessity of ferrule
and blue birch, we have now the mode]
school house with its shuttered win-
dows, improved seats, and patent spank-
er. Thespellerand English readers, as
readers, are supplanted by a series of
readers suited toall ages, history, both
ancient and modern, arithmetic from
the book of simple numbers to Geome-

| try, simple science, botany, book-keep-

ing, and physiology, grammar, and
analysis. These are some of the books
that now crowd our children’s desks.
But hasthe advancement in knowledge
been equal to the advancement in
helps? Are our children being better
fitted for their work in life than their
forefather’s were? Teachersand books
arebut helps, the hard brain work must
beby the pupils, and, ifas they frequent-
ly say, they have ‘* gone through” with

| these, if they are not able toapply them-

selvesto the work of life.they have in
fact achieved nothing.

In one of the best country schools in
this County, there was a class of ad-
vanced scholars that said they had
*‘finished arithmetic.”” A teacher, one
or your practical ones, gave them this
problem to solve: To find the number
of acres in a piece of land, so many
rods long, and so many rods wide, the
ends not being proportionate. Not
one in the class could give a correct
solution to if, though it was such an
example that they ought to have given
a quick solution to, and one that, as
farmers’ sons and daughters, they
would have to meet. The trouble was
just here — they could not apply what
they had learned.

This is but one illustration. How
many times is our ignorance taken ad-
vantage of? You know, Worthy Mas-
ter that it is done as well as I? Are
our common schools doing all they
ought to do for our children to-day?

Do you know, Patrons? If so,.how do
you know? Do you visit your schools
to find out? Do you give your children
practical lessons to solve, to find out if
they are advaneing in the right direc-
tion, or not; or do you take it for
granted that when you procure your
children the necessary books, and
insist on their necessary attendauce
that you have done your whole duty in
this line. I venture the assertion that
there is not one farmer in five here
to-day, who, should he put a flock of
lambs a half mile away from his house,
but that he would go as often as once a
week to see how they were doing, and
know how they were thriving ; aud yet
this same person would not go inside
his school house to know as to how his
children were being taught.

You say you know you ought to go,
but there is the old plea—want of time.
You certainly have all the time there is.
Take it. You might much better let
the lambs and pigs look out for them-
selves, and look to the welfare of your
children. You do not know, you ean-
not realize how much good you will
You will encourage the
teacher, and encouage your children,
and make them understand as they
have never understood before, that you
have an interest in their welfare. It
will greatly benefit yourself; you will
grow young again in thinking over the
lessons you had once conned, and now
so nearly forgotten. Visit your schools.

accomplish.

The Successful Farmer.

From the Detroit Free Press.

I had occasion to visit him the other
day, or at least to v a man who is
said to be a very successful farmer. I
had always heard him spoken of as
such, and had often heard that he had
commenced his life in Michigan with
nothing, and had aceumulated and got
ab interest a full $100,000. Of course,
under these circumstances, his success
could not be questionec

At the time of my visit he was pros-
trated by sickness. On attempting to

at the front door, I found it im-
le trom the lack of steps to help
an abrupt rise of about four feet,
but I followed a path to the wood-shed
door aud thence to the living room of
the house. The yard by the house was
open and accessible to the catttle of the
farm-yard, and was apparently fre-
y them. Inside the house I
serve any newspaper for the
family reading. Three books lay near
at band, one of which had the outside
appearance of being much in use. In
the course of my conversation, I had
the curiosity to pick up this book and
open it; it proved to be an interest com-
puting book. I found, in talking with
the man, that his mind had become
entirely engrossed with money-mak-
ing, at the expense of all other consid-
erations. I must say that when I left
the house the question was uppermost
in my mind: Is this a successful farm-
er?

A very few days after this, being in a
neighboring village, and having some
time to wait for a train, I was invited
by a farmer acquaintance to go home to
tea with him and his wife. I had often
met the gentleman and his wife, but
had never been at their home, neither
had I ever heard him mentioned as a
particularly successful farmer. But,
when we arrived at their bome, I found
it a remarkably plezsant location, and
inside the house everything pleasant
and agreeable. A fine library and sev-
eral newspapers and periodieals were at
all times accessible to the family. The
children, in their looks and conversa-
tion, gave unmistakable evidence that
the books and papers had been used to
a purpose. The gentleman had not, I
learned, been putting money at inter-
est, but had appropriated the profits of
his farm to home improvements and
adornments, and to the education of
his children. His greatest ambition
seemed to be to make his home sur-
roundings pleasant and refining. In
this I thought he had succeeded most
admirably, and on bidding the family a
good evening, on leaving, I came to the
conclusion that the world had made a
great mistake in selecting ** asuccessful
farmer,”” and that this last gentleman
was really the man.

AN OAKLAND COUNTY FARMER.

THE Husbandman published the fol-
lowing incident related by a gentleman
of Orange County, N. Y. * I visited
Orange County not long ago, my son
with me, and we called at a farm house
where an old acquaintance lives,—a
forehanded farmer—who took no paper.
My son wanted a book to read after he
found there was no public journal in
the house, and he could not get it.
There were several children in that
family and no paper. The«boys leave
home when they are old enough to get
away. There is nothing to interest
them there—no means of instruction—
so they get out into the world to seek
the knowledge denied them at home.”




THE GRANGE VISITOR.

T

JOHNNY’S OPINION OF GRAND-
MOTHERS.

Grandmothers are very nice folks;
They beat all the aunts in creation,
They let a chap do as he likes,
And don’t worry about education.

T'm sure I can’t see it all,
hat a poor fellow ever could do
For apples, and pennies, and cakes,
Without a grandmother or two.

Grandmothers speak softly to “ma's”

To let a boy have a good time;
Sometimes they whisper, 'tis true,

T’other way when a boy wants to climb.

Grandmothers have muffins for tea,
And pies, a whole row in the cellar,
And they’e apt, (if they know it in time.)
To make chicken pie for a * feller.”

And if he is bad now and then,

And makes a great racketing noise,
They only look over their specs

And say, “Ah, these boys will be boys.”

¢ Life is only so short at the best ;
Let the children be happy to-day.”
Then they look for awhile at the sky,
And the hills that are far, far away.

Quite often ; as twilight comes on,
Grandmothers sing kymns, very low,

To themselves as they rock by the fire,
About heaven, and when they shall go.

And then, a boy stopping to think,
'Will find a hot tear in his eye,
To know that will come at the last ;

For grandmothers all have to die.

I wish they could stay here and pray,
For a boy needs their prayers every night.
Some boys need more than others, I s’pose—
Such as I need a wonderful sight.
-~Ethel Lynn.

Goreespondence.

Interesting Letter from Capitol Grange.

NorTH LANSING, June 12th,)
Capitol Grange, No. 540,
Bro. J. T. Cobb :

‘With your permission, I will report
the number of subscriptions sent you
for your little paper that is so fast
gaining popularity. Since December
26th have sent you thirty subseribers,
and to-day send yon fifteen more.
Twelve of the number stand just out-
side the gate, giving their support, and
becoming more firmly bound by the
tie of agriculture, and better convinced
that their profession as farmers is fully
equal to any other. Patrons, the latch-
string is out.

" “Ever since the birth of our little
paper, I have been a reader of its col-

umns, gnd now, when I look at its |
improved appearance, I cannot help |

expressing my delight, and wonder
who can regret the trifle it .costs for
such a store house of knowledge. Cer-
tainly not anyone, when they take into
consideration the value received in
reading the hints and suggestions, and
orignal topics on agriculture from the
pens of so many,of our most wide-
awake, practical tillers of the soil. To

appreciate the worth of the paper, all |

that is necessary is to take and read it
the remainder of the year; then if
they are not thoroughly imbued with
the noble principles of the Order, then
there is no use talking. May success
attend them.

Now a few words ahout the Grange,
and then I will Jeave the rest for more
competent ones, Capitol Grange, No.
540, is in a flourishing condition, alive
and alert, with a membership of two
hundred or more, Our meetings are
usually well attended, and with a great
degree of interest, hold our meetings
once a week, rain or shine. If the
weather and roads are too bad to take
out a team, we have sisters who will
come three and four miles on foot,
which goes to show no lack of interest
on their part. We have a program for
every meeting. Some Granges com-
plain of so many drones. I would like
to-have them hear our Lecturer, or one
equally as good. Ability, age, or size
is no excuse; he plaus for all. He has
the members at work on altogether a
different plan from’ what they did last
year, and goodness only knows what
he will have us do next year, should
we be so fortunate as to get him
elected again.

Oh! I agreed to say but a little,
but won’t the co-operative store under-
neath the hall be a little jealous if T do
not mention it, to let your readers know
that it still lives and prospers? Some,
perhaps, may think that Iam telling
tales, but I will venture a few words.
The last annual report showed that

with a capital of $1,500, their sales
were over $17,000. This spring trade
has been quite brisk. Daily sales since
April 1st averaging over $70. This
may seem quite small in comparison
with many other co-operative stores.
Although small it pays, and might pay
still better profits did all Patrons try
as they might to help carry out the
objects of the Order. I fear I have
already said too much, so I will close
for this time.
Fraternally yours,
B C G,

Grange Matters at 222.

Bro. J. T. Cobb:

It has been a long time since there

has been any report from our Grange,
No. 222, in the VisiToR, I will write a
a few lines, although it is entirely out of
my province to write for a paper, but

| women are filling many positions now

that a few years ago would have seemed
utterly impossible. The Grange has
already done a great work for women.
I am glad so many women have
written for the Ladies’ Department.
Hope they will not let their pens lie
idle long. There are but few who take
an active part in our Grange meetings
of either sex, but we are gaining a little
every yed'r, and our meetings are
generally quite interesting. Have had
five new members this summer, built
a hall last year 22x50, and are nearly
out of debt. We now have seventy
members, of which a goodly number
are young people. These, we expect
will fill our places in the future,
with the experience they are now
getting ip the Grange, with much more
ability than we have shown.
3. P. H.
June 20, 1880.

Ingham County Pvmona Grange.

On the afternoon of the 18th, an open
session was held with Leslie Grange,
No. 189. The attendance was good.
The exercises consisted of various es-
says and discussions, interspersed with
fine musie. Leslie Grange now holds
its meetings at North Leslie. Several
of the very best families in the town-
ship have lately joined. The floral
display, and the neat tables with a
bountiful supply, showed excellent
taste. We could see at a glance that
Leslie Grange was in good hands. Ten
Granges of the County were represent-
ed. In the evening the 5th degree was
conferred on twelve members. There
is considerable strife, apparently, with
some of the Subordinate Granges fo
see which shall furnish the best table
at meetings of the Counfy Granges.
Sisters 8. B. Wiley, J. G. Rider, and
Mary Stillman offered a resolution
which was unanimously adopted:

In view of the exceeding labor and
expense in the present luxurious man-
mer of providing the feasts ; Resolved,
that this Pomona Grange recommend
the limitation or a bill of fare to the
following articles, viz.: tea, cold meat,
buscuit and butter, pie or cake, pickles,
and if nec ry, they r i the
purchasing of crackers and cheese from

the treasury of the Pomona Grange.
There is no probability that there

will ever ke any ocecasion for carrying

the last elause into effect. w, J. B.

Another Hall.
HupsoN, Mich., June 20th.,
Madison Grange, No. 384.
Bro. J. T. Cobb:

Never having seen anything in the
VisiTor from our Grange, I write to
say that there is such a Grange as 384,
‘We have been on the sick list, but I
think we shall live and flourish. Since
our annual election, we bave taken in
fourteen new members. Have granted
dimits to Bro. Allen Warren and wife,
whom we were very sorry to lose.
Masons are now laying the walls for
our new hall. Crops are good in this
part of the country, though we have
had an excess of rain this spring. If
this is accepted, will, come again
some time, and tell you more about our
Grange and new hall.

Yours, as ever,
FrANC.

Successful Work.

= |
MASON, 21, 1880. | As an evidence of the growing senti- !

Bro. J. T. Cobb :

I obtained these half dozen subserib-
ers to the VisiTor at the Ingham
County Grange meeting, held at North
Leslie on the 18th inst. We had a very
epnjoyable time at this meeting, over
which Bro. Beal presided. He is a
most efficient worker, and a good
officer, not only making the County
Grange a grand success, but he is the
hardest worker they have at the Col-
lege. You shall hear from us again
after our next County Grange meeting.

Fraternally yours,
v J. M. WILEY.

The Wire Age.

‘Whenever,. in riding or walking
through the streets of our great cities
and towns, the eye is directed upward,
a perfecy network of wire is
stretching from building to building
and from chimney to gable. The ap-
pearance is as if some huge spider had
been at work and covered in the com-
pact city, holding it a prisoner in the
meshes of its net. The view is bewild-
ering, and it seems impossible that any
practical or important use can be made
of these iron wires, so numerous as al-
most to shut out the sunlight. It is
little more than thirty years since
only a single one could be seen connect-
ing some important building with an-
other in a distant city, by which tele-
graphic communication was maintain-
ed; and forty years ago not even one
was visible anywhere. We live in the
*“iron age’’ of the world’s history, and
a most interesting and wonderful epoch
itis We know that the iron filaments
subserve the purpose of nerves of
thought and sensation, and over them,
or through them, the world’s commerce
is carried on. In the human organiza-
tion we know that, if any aceident or
event happens to the extremities, the
fleshy nerves transmit instantly the
news to the seatof sensation, the brain;
and so it is with the iron nerves in the
external worid, which seience has ar-
ranged: not an event of importance
can transpire in any part of the globe
which is not instantly ‘‘ wired”’ to the
great cities, and the news spreads every-
where with the rapidity of thought.

Until within the past four years, the
wires were capable of transmitting only
signals, of a eomplex nature, but e: v
understood and interpreted by exper
now human beings talk with each other
over the iron, and it seems to make, as
it were, a unit of the great family of
man. Words, actual words, produced
by the organs of speech, are ever wing-
ing their way, with the speed of light-
ning, over cities, across rivers and
mountains and woods, and voices are
recognized scores o' miles away. The
wires needed in cities for transmitting
fire and burglar alarms, for police calls,
time signals, and other municipal pur-
poses, are many in number; and when
to these are added the wires for tele-
graphic and telephonic purposes, the
question of space or room for them be-
comes an important one. These wires
must all be independent of each other;
there must be no contact anywhere, else
serious errors and complications occur.
In this city the fire-alarm systerh has
30 often been interfered with that the
chief engineer has called the attention
of the city government to the matter.

The time is not far distant when ad-
ditional wires will become necessary
for the purposes of electric lighting,
and, perhaps, warming, In the years
to come, the whole country will be cov-
ered with them, unless some plan is

devised by which electrical currents can |

be conveyed in the earth by wires pro-
tected in tubes of clay or metal. It is
certain that some method of this nature
must be adoptad, and that quite speed-
ily.—Boston Journal of Chemistry.
SoME women make a great fuss and
labor hard in trying to persuade a hen
not to set. The same amount of work
and ingenuity, directed inanotherchan-
nel, might revolutionize society in some
particular, but she never thinks of that,
To prevent a fifty-cent hen from set-
ting, a woman will devcte five dollars’
worth of time and labor. But a certain
New Jersey woman is an exception.
She placed a red-hot egg in the nest,

| and the hen soon lost all appetite for

setting. The fact that the barn was
burned down and the hen perished in
the flames, may deter some women
from trying the same experiment, but
it can be recommended as going right
to the spot.—Norristown Herald.

I wisH to tell the members of the
Club how to keep their hen-houses
clear from lice: Take the nest boxes
out and scald them, and whitewash the
perch and house with quicklime. Then
replace the boxes and fill them half full
of equal parts of spent tan bark and
slaked lime. I fixed mine in this way
two years ago, and I have not been
troubled since. JOHN ALLEN,

Ferguson’s Corners, N. Y., June 13.

THE pianoforte was’ invented by a
German named Americus Backers, and
was first used in public at Covent Gar-
den Theatre, in the year 1767.

but |

Freedom from Party.

| ment that party chains have been too
tightly fastened, the party lash too free-
1y used, the free thought and free votes
| of the masses of the people too much
| trameled, and that, as intelligence in-

| ereases, thinking men of all parties are |
|

| asserting their freedom, we notice that |
| organizations are springing up within |

‘ the parties to help purify them, and on
| Grange principles, that every Patron

| should “‘do all he can in his own party |
jto put down bribery, corruption and |

trickery, to see that none but competent,

faithful and honest men are nominated

for all positions of trust.”” Among

| these organizations are the *‘ Young
“Republicaus” and ‘‘ Seratcher Club”’
| of New York. Charles Francis Adams,
Jr., delivered a lecture before these
clubs in New York city, a short time
since, on *‘ Individuality in politics,”
from which we make a few extracts:

* That the demand for independent,
fearless political thought and action
exists in this country, no one, I think,
will deny. *: % *

politics existing, the thing, I hold, will
come. It will make a career for itself,
Within the last few years I think I see
plainly enough the growth in this di-
rection.

“In the State of New York, as nearly
as can be estimated, forty-five men
out of every hundied who vote can be
counted upon to vote the Republican
ticket, and forty-five more to vote the
Demoeratie ticket. The other ten men
constitute an unknown element. These
ten men we believe we can make four-
teen. If we can, we are masters of the
situation. They have got to give us
what we believe the highest interests of
the country demand, in place of the in-
| terests of party, or we will not vote for
| their candidates, Ivery child knows
that the boy on the center of the tiltiug
board can make either end, if the ends
are eq
pleasure. We are not children,yet these
wise leaders and editors gravely a
to us that, by standing on the balancing
point of this political tilting board, we
are throwing away our influence over
its two ends. And they really seem to
think that we will believe them. If,
i ever, they try their * magnetic lead-
er,’ *strong man 'and ‘self-inaugurating
candidate’ theories in the coming can-

unless utter madness rules the

side, they may chance in New
York to get a lesson in logie, at any
rate. They may learn the sigpificance
of what is known as undistributed
middle.

‘““No! They will not be able to per-
suade us that in polities the unknown
guantity is without influence. They
have, however, a more tempting hait
than that. They control the offices:
they can open the doors to political
preferment. Most  men, especially
young men, desire that. For him who
does, and wisely understands himself,
there is but one course to pursue. He
must identify himself with one of the
regular parties—just now it would not
much matter which—and make up his
mind to train for life with it. In so do-
ing I can see nothing discreditable,
nothing humiliating. There is plenty
of room to work, and an abounding
need of good influences in all political
parties; and, when overruled, the in-
telligent party man must learn to bide
! his time. Even in politics we cannot

always have things as we want them.
Through party discipline lies the road
| to office. If, however, a man does not
want office, and does not want to make
his single vote and his individual in-
fluence tell; if he has no wish for po-
litical preferment, but would always
give his voice for the better man ; if he
| is nothing unless critical, and, while
devoting himself to business of his
| special calling, he would fain still do
his share in politics as behooves the
good citizen of a Republie: if, in fine,
he wishes to be always a thinking man
and nevera partisan—then, in that case,
he belongs to us. Let him come up here
at once to the center of the tilting-
board. He must join that maligned
body of Independents and Scratchers,
of which I am glad of every occasion
to profess myself a consistent and per-
sistent member,”— K.

UNBENDING.—Says the Boston Post .
Secretary Evarts unbends himself from
{ the weighty cares of State by occasional
| vigits to his fine farm in Vermont. And

when he states to his oxen, ‘It is my
unalterable conviction that it will great-
ly inure to the benefit of the agricultur-
al interests of the State of Vermont, in
so far as the property owned by me and
devoted to the raising of crops is con-
cerned,ifyou will proceed to ho-hush-gee
haw,” he thinks he's persuading the
people who hear him that at least one
“Cabinet officer is a practical farmer.

HORATIO SEYMOUR retires perma-
nently from the field, and the myster-
icus starter of the periodic Seymour
boom clasps his hands and murmurs,
with the Italian toy-balloon vendor
whose bunch of balloons slipped from
his grasp and floated into space, ‘‘ Py
dam, dere goes my pizness.”

**The demand for individuality in |

ly weighted, go up or down at |

“ California Experience — A Frenchman

Reduces the Average.
| An excitable little Frenchman was
| last evening complaining about his

d luck as a stock speculator. ‘I
cannot at all get zee remotest insight

nto zee business. Long time ago one
| friend says to me zat Lady Byranisa
| good speculation. I buy feefty shares
of zee Lady for one dollar zer share.
She go down to feefty cent. Isay to
| my friend, ‘Now, what shall I do?
You see zee Lady have advanced back-
| ward—like zee what you call crawfish.’

* My friend say to me, ‘You must
reduce your average.’

‘* How is zat sing about reduce zee
average,’ says I to him, for I no under-

tand what he mean by ‘reduce zee
average.’

“ He say, ‘ You see, to reduce your
average you must go buy feefty shares
| more at feefty cent, then you’ stock not

stand in you so much money.’

I go buy reefty share more—I re-
duce zee average, you see.’

““ My friend he say to me, * Now you
all right to take advantage of zee mar-
ket; you have you average reduce.’

“ Well, pretty soon, what you sink?
| Zee — Lady, she crawfish to twenty-
| five cent. I go to my friend, and I say
| to him, ‘You see how it is wiz zee
Lady, she have tumble.”

“1 see,’ said my friend, ‘it iz bad,
but zee only way to get even is to again
reduce zee average. Then you will be
in one fine position to take advantage
of zee market.

‘ Diable! ' says he, * but you see, my
friend, zee market all time take
advaniage of me.” But I go get 200
shares more of zee lady at twenty-five
cent.’

“ Pretty soon bang she go down to
zee ten cent zee share. I go to my
friend, ‘‘ What shall I now do?’ say

)

‘¢ Zee only sing to get you even zat
is possible to do is to again to reduce
zee average.’

R zee average!’ I remark, for
you see I am begin to becowe inflame
against zee average. But my friend
persuade me it is zee only way to get
into zee position to take advantage of
zee market wiz zee Lady. So I buy me
400 more share at ten per cent, and say
now I am ready for zee rise of zee
market.’

* Just now, what you sink? One
assessment of fifty cent is level. I
rush away to my friend and say,
¢ What now mus’ I do?’

“ It is bad,” he say; **I am afraid
we have pay too much attention to zee
plan of reducing zee average—we have
leave zee assessment out of zee ac-
count.’

** { cannot pay him, so I let him go—
lose all zee Lady what I have produce
to reduce zee average. Pretty soon zee
mine Is salt, and zee Lady boom to four
dollaire. Zen I say ‘ Why have I not
pay zee assessment? Zee diable take
zee stock specalation! Between zee
reduce, zee average, and zee assessment
zere is one conflict zat no man can have
zee foresight to reconcile. Is it not
s0?2”

The Power of the Farmer.

With the grandest of callings and the
most important position in all the
world’s economy, the farming class ex-
ceeds all others in number. True, in
republican America, where the major-
ity rules, upon the farmer’s shoulders
must rest the responsibility of our own
and our nation’s welfare; and the fu-
ture prosperity of her industries and
the virtue and happiness of future citi-
zens are to-day being wrought prineci-
pally in the humble homes of her farm-
ers,

Dare you sleep, fellow tillers of the
soil, when so much depends on your
vocation; when a world must be fed;
when manufacturers must be supplied
with raw material to clothe the people;
when commerce awaits your industry,
and virtuous women — and your class
must supply the worild. What is any
class, however great in numbers, with-
out intelligence? Lacking that higher
mental power and cultivation, farmers
have long been a weak class. Wanting
in social and political influence, the ag-
riculturists, largest in number, have
ever been subject to the power of other
vocations. Let us awaken, then, to
use our own gifts, cultivate our minds,
enlarge our capabilities, assert our
rights, and go and labor diligently, not
only in the physical, but in God’s great
intellectual, social and moral vineyard.
To do this, we must mass our forces,
unite our efiorts—in short, use organi-
zation—Dirigo Journal. .

FALSEHOOD s never so successful, as
when she baits her hook with truth.
No opinions so fatally mislead us as
those that are not wholly wrong.
No watches so effectually deceive the
wearer as those that are sometimes
right.— Colton.

A MAN should never be ashamed to
own that he has been in the wrong,
which is but saying in other words that
ge is wiser to-day than he was yester-

ay.

LAWYER C—(entering the office of
his friend, Dr. M—— and speakingin a
hoarse whisper: * Fred, I've got such
a cold this morning that I can’t speak
the truth.”” Dr, M—: “ Well, I'm
glad that it’s nothin$ that will interfere
with your business.’




Chicago Markets.

(Reported by THOMAS MASON, General Com-
mission Merchant, Business Agent of the P. of
H., No. 159 South Water Street)

GRAIN,
%&ring wheat—No. 2, red, .873.
inter wheat—No. 2, .90 to .91.

Corn—33 to 34e.

Oats—231 to 23ic.

PRODUCE.

Poultry—Chickens 73 to Sc per Ib.
for all fine and fat hens: 7} to to 8} for
mixed coups. Springs would sell at
$3} to 34 per doz. when fat and larges
$14 to $2 per doz. when quite small and
poor; does not pay to s(Lip ducks and
geese.

Cheese—good to fine cheddar creams
6} to 7c; flat shapes 5 to 6¢ per I for
choice, tp 2 to 3¢ for poor.

Eggs—11} to 12¢.

#Butter—choice to fancy creameries,
195 to 20c; fair to’good, 18} to'19; fine to
fancy daries, 16 to 17¢; good to choice,
15 to 15}c; good to choice ladle packed,
13 to 14¢; fair to good grades, 10 to 11}c.

Dried fruits—apples, prime to fine
Eastern quarters, 5¢ to 6¢; good to fine,
5% to 53c; sliced, 6 to 6ic. Peaches,
good old halves, 4 to 5¢; choice new
halves, 6 to Tc.

New Potatoes—good to fine solid
stock at $2.50 to 3.00 per barrel.

Maple sugar—10 to 15¢ per Ib for good
to best lots in cakes.

Honey—good to choice comb, 18 to
20c; common to fair, 14 to 16c.

Broom corn—choice hurl 8} to 9c;
fine green, self-working, 7} to 8c; red-
tipped, self working, 6} to 7c; com-
mon, 6 to 6}; crooked, 3 to 5c.

Green apples, $1.50 to $2.00 per bar.

SEEDS,

Clover—$4 to $5.00 for good to choice
medium.Timothy $2.30 to $2.40,for poor
to prime. Flax, $1.25 for good on a
basis of pure.

THE BUR OAK

ADJUSTABLE

Cultivator Harrow

Has more spring in the teeth than in any other;
is more durable ; it has no slots in the wood to
wear out ; the teeth cannot move side ways;
it has the BEST ADJUSTABLE TOOTH AT-
TACHMENT ; does not trail. Will work
harder ground than any other. The teeth are
all warranted. Send for Price List to the man-

ufacturer,
HIRAM COEB,

KArAMAzoo, MIcH.
'A. VAN DENBERG,

MANUFACTURER,

‘WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALER IN

Harngss, Whips, Blankets, Trunks, &c.,

92 Monroe Street.
Geanp Rarips, Mion.

I take pleasure in presenting to your favor-
able consideration my CASH Price List of
Harness Work—] D MADE. ALL of my
own manufacture—and also to return thanks
for the liberal patronage I have received from
the different Granges throughout Michigan. I
shall do in the future as in the past, furnish the
best goods for the least money.

Farm Harness, White Trimmed, Breech-
ing; Round Lines, Snaps, Rum Straps,
and spread rings, complete,. . $2

28
without bre’ch-
$25

ing,
Double light Buggy Harness, white trim-
med, from $25 to 30 00
The same Nickel Trimmed, from $35 to 50 00
Single Buggy Harness, with Round lines,
white trimmed, . 13 00
Same with Flat Lines, . 3
Nickel Trimmed, .. $15, 316, 818, $20 and
Flat Lines, with Snaps,. =
Round Lines, with Snap:
Hame Sm?é!. per doz,,...
Headstalls, Blinds, Road Checks,
Five-Ring Halters,..
Breast Straps, with snap,.
WMartingals,... .8

12 00
26 00

5
2

110
3eER88

=3
S

ALL ORDERS RECEIVED UNDER SEAL
OF THE GRANGE

Will be shipped at once, and may be returned
at my expense if not entirely satisfactory.

GILEAD, Mich,, Sept. 2d, 1878.
1 have ordered several setts of Harness of A.
‘Vandenberg, of Gnnduxu.pids, in t{:a }uti t:;o
ears, anll have recently seen nearly all o e
T rchasers, and find that the work has given

C. G. LUCE.

A. VANDENBERG,

THE GRANGE VISITOR.

RALAMAZ00 BUSINESS COLLEGE, Kalamazoo, Mich.|

OeER ST X,

THE MICHIGAN HOMESTEAD is
ofiered on trial to new subscribers three
meonths for

25 CENTS.

o

Is a complete Farm and Family Pa-
per, and is fast winning its way to public favor.

QIVE IT A ERIALEL

—

cLURBS.
As an inducement to all our friends to work

| for THE HOMESTEAD, we offer the paper at
4 | the following rates:
! | One copy. one year, ..

i

s v A CHIE
HALL OF THE COLLEGE

— 100 Frer Lowe »Y 22 FEET WiDE.]

To qualify for business.

YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN, NOW IS THE TIME

The good times have come, and a greater demand for competent young men and women to fill important positions.
2,000 of our students are now filling positions in all parts of the country which thoy could not have had if they had not prepared themselves.
new stadents have entered the past year than ever before, and the prospect for a larger attendance the coming year is far better. I1f two or more
enter from the same place, at the same time, we will make a deduction.

Send for CoLLEGE RECORD.

Krick's Granger Wagon.

HIS WAGON has now been in the markef
for SIX YEARS and has given

AS GOOD SATISFACTION

AS ANY WAGON MANUFACTURED.

Having been the “ PIONEER,” in the intro-
duction of a Good Wagon,

Sold Direct to the Consumers through
@range Officers,

AT ACTUAL PRICE OF CAR LOAD LOTS,

which has had the effect fo destroy ring prices

of Local Agents of those large manufactories,

who have h made large ¢ issi

out of consumers.

I desire to solicit a continuance of the gen-
erous support heretofore received from Pat-
rons, and I respectfully
Solicit Correspondence with

Secretaries of the Order,
Throughout the State.
S. G. KRICK,

may30'80 NILES, MICH.

HEADQUARTERS FOR LAND PLASTER

DAY & TAYLOR,

Crandville, Mich
Are prepared to furnish LAND PLASTER,
fresh ground, at contrret prices, made
with the Executive Committee
of the State Grange.

A large stock on hand of pure, finely-ground
LAND PLASTER, 5 T8

Send us your Orders direct.
janl-ly DAY & TAYLOR.

Horse Nets

THEY ALL USE THEM!

They save Feed, save Horse-
flesh, and save the Driver a
good deal of Annoyance.
Made of heavy 16-thread
seine Twine. Good for Farm
Use. Send for Sample and Price-
List under Seal of Grange, and
patronize a brother Granger.

JOSEPH SHAW,

CHARLOTTE, MICH,

Wool - Growers’ Bulletin,

—THE ONLY—

WOOL-GEOWERS PAPER
PUBLISHED IN AMERICA.
Gives all the Wool News and Latest Markets,

FOR 50c. A YEAR.
Address,
WOOL-GROWERS’ EXCHANGE,

all

92 MONROE BT., GRAND RAPIDS.
8597

STEUBENVILLE, OEIO.

|

|

The Lansing Spring - Tooth Harrow,

POSITIVEILY

THE KING OF THE FIELD.

THE BEST PAYINC TOOL EVER INTRODUCED
TO THE FARMER!
WE ALSO MANUFACTURE AND ARE POSITIVELY HEADQUARTERS FOR THE
NORTHWEST FOR STEEL AND CAST SCRAPERS, STEEL CAST AND CHILLED
PLOWS, CULTIVATORS, &. FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE AND CIRCULARS,

ADDRESS THE MANUFACTURERS,
E. BEMENT & SONS,
Lansing, Mich. :

NOTICE.

We have made a Reduction in Prices on all Goods
quoted by us in Price List No. 27, with a few excep-
tions. Orders received by us between June 2ist and
August 21st, will receive the benefit of this reduction.
Any reader of the VisiTor not in possession of our
Price List No, 27, should immediately send for a copy.
Free to any address. List of exceptions, etc., fur-
nished upon application.

MONTGOMERY, WARD & C0,

227 & 2L2HP Wabash Ave.,
CHICAGO, ILLINO1S

THE VIBRATOR HARROW.

Better than the Spring-Tooth. Perfectly adjustable. Cutsall the ground. No possibility
of one tooth following in the track of another. Adapted to all kinds of soll. Agents wanted,—
responsible farmers, who will put teams on road and canvass the country, preferred.

For circulars, terms, etc., address the

PHELPS & BIGELOW W. M. CO.,
Kalamazoo, Michigan.

Over
More

. | Two copies, oné year

Five copies, one year
Ten copies, one year

Send the amount by money order or bank
| draft, write the names and addresses plainl,
and wo will send the paper postpaid, pmmptfy'
upon receipt of the order.
Postmasters can forward subseriptions and
t once without waiting to fill clubs. One
(net) must be semt for each subseriber.
Address,
MIlJHlGA!! HOMESTEAD CO.,
o+ Bates St, Detroit, Mich.

READY-MIXED PAINT

PARIS GREEN,
—AND—
LONDON PURPLE,
PRICES REDUCED JUNE 1st, 1880,
FIFTY PER CENT SAVED.

PATRONS' PAINT WORKS

For tHE MANUFACTURE oF

INGERSOLL'S Ready Mixed PAINTS

THE BEST AND CHEAPEST
PAINTS IN THE WORLD.
Paris Creen, London Purple,
and Brushes of all Kinds.

Freight puid on Paint and Paris Green te 211
parts of the country. So it makes no differ-
ence where you live, you get goods at the same
price as if you were at the Factory.

Our book, How EVERY ONE CAN PaINT,”
with 20 Brilliant Colors, Brushes, Ete.,
Tllustrated, ‘mailed free upon
application to

PATRONS’ PAINT WORKS,
Send for our Book. 162 Sours Sr., N. Y.

GEO. W. HILL & C0,,
80 Woodbridge St., - - Detroit,

Are now prepared to handle

Wheat, Oatsand Corn,

IN CAR LOTS.

Having plenty of storage roem we can also
handle

APPLES, POTATOES,

BEANS, BUTTER,
CHEESE, EGGS,

and in fact anything and everything that a
farmer has to sell, 5 2 >

On as Favorable Terms as any
House in the City.

We also PURCHASE ALL KINDS OF

(00DS for STORES, CLUBS and Familis

At the 1L owest Wholesale Price.

pes= Consiy ts and Orders Sol.
j¥12-n070t£.

THE

AGRICULTURAL WORLD,

A HANDSOME
SIXTEEN PAGE
WEEKLY.
IT IS THE ONLY AGRICULTURAL PA-
PER IN THE STATE OUTSIDE
OF DETROIT.
The Agricultural World market reports are
fuller and more reliable than can be found in
any other paper published in Western Michi-

gan.
The Household Department is in the hands
of a practical housekeeper, and is carefully and
ably conducted.
Many of the ablest farmers and writers of
Western Michigan are regular contributors to
the World, and these practical, everyday let-
ters are alone worth more than the subscription
Eriee of the paper. The Grange interests and
range news form a special feature, and are at
all times fully represented. The series of arti-
cles now running entitled “Farmers’ Relation
to Law,” being an exhaustive treatise of the
law of highways, titles, fences, drai es-
trays, patent-rights, etc., etc,, are well worth
five times the subscription price of the paper
(81.00). Bvery farmer in the State nhonldpn read
these articles. The duties of township officers
are clearly pointed out, and all law questions
mlatin{f to Agricultural pursuits fully ex-
plaine:
The publishers will send to trial subscribers
during the months of May and June as fol-
lows : for thres months, 25 cents; or in clubs
of five or more, 20 cents each.

F. M. CARROLL & CO.,

52 Cawar STREET, - GRAND RaPIDS, Micwm




