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WE want to print a list of the 
Granges in Michigan, with the names 
of Master and Secretary - elect for 
' 880, and their post-office, at the ear-
liest moment practicable. This is so 
often neglected that we wish to call 
the attention of Masters to this mat-
ter, and ask them to see to it that the 
names are promptly reported. 

ë x t d ' v t ® m . D e p a r t m e n t 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COM-
MITTEE 

To the Master and Members of the Mich-
igan State Orange : 
In presenting the seventh annual 

report of the Executive Committee, we 
have departed somewhat from former 
custom, for the purpose of avoiding 
repetition and sameness with reports 
from officers of the State Grange. 

The law creating and defining the 
duties of the Executive Committee con-
templates a general supervision only.of 
the work enjoined on the officers of the 
Grange, and to look after and provide 
for the wants and necessities of the Or-
der in the State during recess of the 
Grange. 

W e will not rehearse to you a long 
financial report as heretofore, but give 
you facts as they have transpired before 
us, and the legitimate deductions de-
rived therefrom. 

Our Committee was organized in the 
cloak room of this hall December 13th, 
1878, at the close of the State Grange. 

W e were not unmindful of the fact 
that almost every petition or resolution 
presented to the State Grange pertain-
ing to legislation, State or National, 
had been referred to the Executive 
Committee, for them to take action for 
carrying the several matters so referred 
into effect. 

Wi th a desire to meet the wishes of 
as many of our Order as possible we 
caused petitions to be drafted, printed 
and forwarded to every Grange in the 
State, covering the oil question, appeal 
from justice courts, fees in foreclosure 
of mortgages, probate court proceed-
ings, interest, assesment laws, railroad 
restrictions and provisions for ladies at 
the Agricultural College. These peti-
tions were signed with a unaniminity 
unprecedented, and promptly returned 
to the Legislature. 

So prompt, indeed, and with such 
numerical strength from all parts of the 
State, that many members in both 
branches of tha t body, who were not 
members of our Order, saw the force of 
the evils cómplained of, and with zeal 
and fidelity for the right, labored un-
ceasingly in the interest of the peti-
tions, and we doubt not that all such 
personal efforts will be appreciated by 
members of the Order coming from 
whom they may, whether within or 
without the Gates. 

Your committee are impressed with 
the belief that the Grange erred in ask-
ing for so many things at once. Had 
they confined their work to three or four 
of the most oppressive burdens they 
would have been more successful; as it 
now stands,they have only the chill test 
law on illuminating oils repealed, and in 
its stead a flash test of 120° Farenheit. 

Our petitions to the National legisla-
ture, are, so far as we know sleeping the 
sleep that knows no waking. 

Your committee received notice April 
6th from J . M. Chidester, State Agenta t 
Detroit, that he would be obliged to 
throw up the Agency on the 1st of May 
to engage in other business, and on his 
recommendation the Agency was trans-
ferred to Geo. W. Hall and Alphonso 
Piatt, under the firm name of G. V\ . 
Hall & Co. Bonds were taken in the 
sum of $10,000 for the faithful discharge 
of the trusts confided to them. The 
terms of the contract were in all particu-
lars the sameas made with Mr. Chides-
ter 

The Chicago Agency remains the 
same as last year in the management of 
Bro Thomas Mason. Neither of these 
Agencies is doing as much business for 
the Order in the State as their m e n t de-
mands. I t is not their fault, nor is it a 

lack of confidence in the men, but from 
the ever changing methods of the 
American people in doing business. 
The practices in vogue a few years ago 
when prices were all unsettled left the 
farmers at the mercy of speculators, 
middlemen and monopolies. Another 
cause operating against the business 
of the Agencies may be found in 
the many co-operative stores that have 
sprung up in the State since the Grange 
movement began. These are increas-
ing yearly, and are a great convenience, 
especially when connected with a good 
Grange hall, in which case they prove 
nearly inexpensive, and become the 
medium of exchange for many neigh-
borhoods. 

Ourcontract with Messrs Day & Tay-
lor for plaster expired with the last plas-
ter season. W e are pleased to announce 
to you that we have closed another con-
tract with tbesame parties for a term of 
five years. This is based on a sliding 
scale : for the first year it is not to ex-
ceed $1.50 per ton aboard cars at the 
mill or at Grand Rapids. This is a sav-
ing to the purchaser; (if his plaster has 
to be run through the city), over the 
contract of the last two years of one dol-
lar per ton. I t will operate the same 
with all parties living along the line of 
the Michigan Southern Railroad if they 
will order their plaster shipped from 
Grandville station on said road. 

For the next four years the maximum 
price shall not exceed $2.50 at the mill, 
aboard ears, or at Grand Rapids, or 
Grandville station, being the same that 
it liasjcost for the two years past. What 
the minimum price may be in any of 
these years for which the contract runs 
no one can tell. 

Our Brothers, Day & Taylor, went in-
to this business at the instigation of this 
Executive Committee to break down 
one of the most uncalled for monopolies 
that was ever undertaked to be formed 
in the State. The fight has been kept 
up to the present, how much longer it 
will continue, none can tell. 

I t gives us little concern as to their 
next move. If they offer you plaster at 
one dollar a ton as they have to some 
in the past, we believe you will treat all 
such offers with silent contempt. 
Their siren songs, sung never so sweetly 
will have no charms to captivate a true 
Patron, whose every pulse beats with 
fidelity to the noble aims and purposes 
of our Order. 

I n onr last report we stated that 
there was yet due and unpaid from J. 
H. Gardner,former State Agent,the sum 
of $249.35. This sum he refused to pay 
except in goods. This treatment of an 
honest debt in the face of a specific con-
tract, caused surprise on the part of 
those who had the business in charge, 
and they referred the whole matter to 
the last State Grange. Your committee 
were instructed by resolution from that 
body to effect a compromise with Bro. 
Gardner. 

After labored efforts and expense in 
time and travel we secured a settlement 
on the basis of his paying half cash and 
half goods, at his purchasing price two 
years before. The total amount due 
from Bro. Gardner Dec. 1st, 1878, was 
$1 640.80, of which amount $1,011.21 was 
received and included in the accounts 
of last year,leaving a balance of ¡fc6.ie.SJ. 
which was disposed as follows: 
Paid Gardner for services 8 250 00 
Cash paid Holloway • •••• — ;• 64 
Cash for goods taken and sold 1»« a» 
Discount on goods 0 J 0 0 

Total 
W e desire to call your attention to 

what is known as the patent gate swin-
dle, as it is a striking example illustra-
ting thorough and efficient co-opera-
tion. Unprincipled men who seek a 
living without work, got hold ot two 
old patents issued many years ago by 

the Patent Office on a species of sliding 
gate. They commenced collecting roy-
alty on the same in the Eastern part of 
the State, and moved along cheerfully 
until they came upon members of our 
Order. There they ran foul, and the 
result was twenty-seven suits in theone 
case on the Lee patent, and two in the 
other on the Teal patent, all in the 
United States Court in the city of De-
troit. 

To meet this emergency, members of 
our Order and others interested, formed 
themselves into a mutual defense asso-
ciation in the city of Ypsilanti, taxed 
themselves heavily for funds to defend 
these suits, believing they were but a 
species of blackmailing, and at our last 
State Grange called upon the Order in 
the State to back them up, and, if nec-
essary, assist in the defense. Your 
Oommitte at once called on County and 
Subordinate Granges to appropriate 
from their treasuries such sums as were 
propdMo be drawn upon if necessary to 
aid in the defense. I n response to our 
call a large number of Granges respon-
ded, and a large amount was pledged. 

In February last, a test case was tried 
on the Lee patent, and decided in favor 
of the defendants, on a plan of the same 
published in the American Agricultur-
ist eleven months prior to date of pat-
ent. 

In the Teal case it was tried in Sep-
temper last, and decided in favor of the 
defendants on the ground of previous 
use. 

We learn that the expense of this de-
fense has been fully met by the defense 
association, and tha t the Granges com-
ing to their aid are fully relieved from 
their pledges made. 

W e have made a prudent estimate of 
the money that would have been taken 
from the farmers of the State on these 
two swindling claims, had they been 
successful in their plan, of nearly half 
a million dollars. Is not this a sample 
of co-operation worthy of the Order? I s 
it not the carrying out in full of our 
Declaration of Purposes ? 

As sentinels placed on the out-posts 
to guard every material interest of the 
Order, we are gratified to know tha t 
prosperity follows in the track of thor-
ough Grange work. Our people are 
fast learning the value of co-operation ; 
that it means more than mere buying 
and selling of commodities; that it 
reaches even to our social and intellec-
tual wants, and wherever it has been 
applied in its fullest significance, there 
we see the Grange in all of its beauty 
and strength contending for the right, 
and winning laurels to itself from .day 
to day. 

But we would be unmindful of our 
duty did we not look on both sides of 
the picture. I n our last VISITOR we find 
no less than 121 Secretaries who have 
failed to make their quarterly returns 
to the State office, some for three, others 
for five and some for a dozen quarters, 
some we found square on the books, 
who had closed up as many as six quar-
ters at one time, others fail to make re-
turns of delegates elected to the State 
Grange. These are practices, or rather 
neglects that shonld not be longer tol-
erated. No brother or sister should ac-
cept a position in the Grange officially, 
and take the solemn pledge to discharge 
the duties of the office according to their 
ability without living up to that pledge. 
Better resign the offiee at once, than to 
thus tamper with a known duty. 

The perplexities springing from 
such mismanagement to the State 
Secretary are trying in the extreme. 
If he charges up the dues every quarter 
as required by the by-laws of the 
Grange, he has to guess at the amount 
and the chances are that it will not ac-
cord with the report when it is received, 
if it ever is. Another evil from this 
neglect, he ean never know the true 
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standing of the Order in the Slate, a 
certain number can be given, for their 
returns are always on time, others are 
want ing; what per cent, shall be count-
ed and what not is purely hypothetical. 
May we not look for a better future in 
the method of doing our official busi-
ness. 

T h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e V I S I T O R h a s 
become an item of deep solicitation to 
your committee. Prior to 1878 i t was 
deemed a work of necessity to dissemi-
nate business information, principally 
to the members of the Order. Since 
then it has not only served its original 
purpose, but assumed and become an 
acti ve and efficient worker in the field 
of literature, science and art, ranking 
so far as its limited means will allow, 
with the very best in the land. If we 
consider it as a means of the Order for 
the accomplishment of noble ends it 
has been a success from the beginning. 
If only in the light of dollars and cents, 
a non-paying enterprise. Who that 
believes its mission to cater to these 
mercenary motives. 

From the Secretary's report, which 
has been fully verified by us, we liud it 
has made a saving of S464, if we do not 
charge it with the expense of editing, 
and your committee are cot inclined 
to make this charge against it, from the 
fact that the difference in the salary 
of the Secretary between editing or 
not editing would hardly compensate 
for the great benefits accruing to the Or-
der by its publication. 

To your committee the VISITOR looks 
as though it was one of the strong 
bands that holds us in fraternal 
friendship, one of the agencies 
brought into action for the advance-
ment of higher and nobler purposes, 
through which our calling in life is made 
equal with any other, we therefore rec-
ommend another enlargement for the 
next volume equal to the savings of the 
year just closed. This will add almost 
a third to the size of the paper, which 
would be devoted to reading matter, giv-
ing a tine field for contributors, and 
making it equal in its selected matter to 
any paper in the State. This plan seems 
most favorable to your Committee. 
I t will not do to undertake a weekly 
without doubling the subscription 
price. To do this would defeat the pur-
pose sought, by the falling off of sub-
scribers so much that but little, if any 
addition would be made to the funds, 
and it would require either a new editor 
or Secretary, as 110 one man could do the 
work f j r both places, and do it well. 

Your Committee,through their chair-
man, have verified the books and ac-
counts of Secretary Cobb for the fiscal 
year, ending November 29th, and we 
find them in all particulars correct and 
agreeing with the report made to you 
yesterday. And we further find the 
same system and order in his office and 
with his books that we have heretofore 
commended in him. 

We further find that Treasurer 
Brown keeps the money coming into 
his hands from the Secretary of the 
Grange carefully deposited in bank, and 
only draws on the same to meet regular 
attested orders of Master countersigned 
by th« Secretary. 

In conclusion, your Committee feel to 
congratulate the officers and members 
of the Order in the State on the general 
revival of the work in the Order. 

There is a steady growing interest in 
o u r G R A N G E V I S I T O R , r e q u i r i n g a b o u t 
4,000 copies to fill the list on the mail-
ing books, showing conclusively that 
our people are taking more and more 
interest in the work of the Order. 

I t has been a year of great harmony 
and peace in the Order, but one com-
plaint has been made which called for 
action by your Committee. There was 
nothing gross or criminal in this, a 
mistake in action easily rectified. 

There has been a growing interest on 
the part of the leading members in the 
Subordinate Grange, for its prosperity, 
and the result is seen, with some finan-
cially, with others in social improve-
ments, and still others availing them-
selves of both. 

The more the Declaration of Purpos-
es is studied by us, the closer we govern 
our actions by the rules of the Order, 
the more beautiful to the senses appear 
those graces. Faith, Hope; Charity, and 
Fidelity, the corner stones on which 
rests the super sructure of our Order. 

Respectfully submitted. 
T . M . H O L L O W A Y , 

Chairman of Committee. 

E V I D E N T L Y t h i s w o u l d b e a b a d d a y 
to a t tempt to drive pigs to market.— 
The telegraph reports "pork firm." 

A T A L E O P T W O B U C K E T S . 

Two buckets in an ancient well got talking 
once together, ' 

And after sundry wise remarks, no doubt 
about the weather— 

" Look here," quoth one, " this life we lead I 
don't exactly like ; 

Upon my word I'm half inclined to venture on 
a strike; 

For—do you mind ? however full we both 
come up the well, 

We go down empty—always shall, for aught 
that I can tell." 

"That's true," the other said, "but then the 
way it looks to me— 

However empty we go down, we come up full, 
you see. 

Wise little bucket! If we each would look at 
life that way, 

Would dwarf its ills and magnify its blessings 
day by day. 

The world would be a happier place, since we 
should all decide 

Only the buckets full to count, and let the 
empty slide. 

The Curse of Fashion and Intemperance. 

Worthy Bro. Cobb: 
One wise and important feature of 

the Declaration of Purposes adopted at 
St. Louis by the National Grange, was 
to discountenance the fashion system. 

In no one sphere of life is there a 
greater need of reform than in fashion ; 
and I have been expecting for some 
time that some of our good, sensible sis-
ters would agitate this question, and 
try to inaugurate a reform in this re-
spect, but as little has been heard from 
them I have concluded to offer a few 
remarks on that question, hoping that 
I may arouse others to act, and by 
their influence a reform may finally be 
effected. 

A few years ago this question was 
discussed in the Grange, and members 
generally eomdemned i t in strong lan-
guage as foolish, expensive, and injuri-
ous to the health aud happiness of 
those who support it. 

Only a few days since I heard some 
wives of farmers talking on this sub-
ject. One said: " I wish the fashion 
would change so that eight yards 
would be sufficient for a dress, I want 
to get rid of so many ruffles, so much 
pleating, so much fixing that takes 
so much time, attention, labor, and 
expense." "Yes , I really do wish the 
fashion would change," remarked the 
second lady, " we would all be better 
for i t ." " B u t , " says the third, " a s 
long as the fashions remain as they are 
we will follow them more or less." 
While these remarks were being made 
the first speaker was fixing and fussing 
and working at a dress that was com-
posed partly of silk, and partly of some 
other costly material. I t was started 
in a dress-maker's shop. Tt was ruf-
fled, plaited, and puckered, and gegaw-
ed. Days had been spent upon it, and 
every few minutes the owner would 
hold it up and ask, " well, how does it 
l ook?" "wi l l this answer?" etc. And 
after all the expense and time, it was a 
hideous, homely shaped, inconvenient, 
unhealthy article of dress. 

These ladies, like the thousands of 
others, were mere sla ves to a fashion of 
dress that they denounced in severe 
terms as wrong, unwise, and pernicious 
in its influence. They, like hundreds 
of thousands of others, have not the 
moral courage to do what they acknowl-
edge as wrong. Never were men more 
completly under the control of King 
Rum, than are women and some men 
under the control of the tyrant fashion. 

Thousands of women complain, and 
justly to, of men spending their time in 
gambling dens, and squandering mon-
ey for poisonous whiskey which is 
needed for the support of the family,all 
which is true, but not a word is said by 
them, or any complaint made about 
the money that is squandered for the 
tomfoolery of dress, of the time spent 
in the process of putting together 
that complicated article, and then in 
as many instances before the article 
is hardly soiled, rip it to pieces, 
reconstruct it, requiring additional ex-
pense and t ime; and frequently fault-
finding, growling and ill words are 
used, and nearly all for the sake of fash-
ionable dress. 

While men waste their time and 
money in saloons, and drinking whis-
key, women, more than men, waste 
their time and squander money follovv-
the silly fashions. While men are 
poisoning their systems, creating dis-
ease by drinking whiskey, women are 
poisoning themselves and producing 

disease by an improper and unhealthy 
style of dress. Neither can escape the 
penalty of violating the physical law 
which has been laid down by the Cre-
ator. Misery, disease and suffering will 
be the consequence. I do not contend 
that the fashion system is as pernicious 
and injurious as liquor drinking, but 
women ought to realize they are wast-
ing time and money uselessly as well as 
men. Neither do I say that women 
should discard fashionable styles alto-
gether, but they ought to feel it their 
duty to dispense to a certain extent 
with what they are willing to acknowl-
edge to be wrong and injurious. 

Women can adopt a style of dress 
reasonably cheap, that looks well, is 
neat and tasty, and command the re-
spect and admiration of more people, 
and a little better class of people than 
those who admire the present style of 
dress. These trailing street mops are 
a nuisance, and are despised by all sen-
sible people, especially men. Women 
have no more moral right to squander 
money for such useless appendages 
than men have to spend money for 
whiskey. 

Not that farmers' wives have as good 
a right as any other class to follow the 
fashions, but can they afford i t? 
Thousands of families who are poor and 
destitute to-day might have been in 
good circumstances if they had saved 
what they have spent foolishly for 
games, liquor, or fashionable dress. 

Liquor dealers keep their shops for 
the purpose of accumulating money. 
Fashion mongers and dealers change 
the fashions, introduce new syles for 
the sole purpose of accumulating mon-
ey. Large profits are put upon the 
new styles. W e are furnishing the 
money ¡¿to enrich that class. If we 
would live more economically in this 
respect and dare to do right, we would 
have more time for enjoyment, more 
time to visit each other and be better in 
the end. 

Will not some of our sisters take hold 
of this question, agitate it, and inaugu-
rate a reform, and farmers' wives es-
tablish a fashion of their own that 
will be economical, plain, healthful, 
and be free and independent from one 
of the greatest tyrants of the age, and 
carry out a valuable principle of our 
O r d e r . P A T R O N . 

A Demand that will be Heeded Sometime. 

B E N G A L G R A N G E , > 
C L I N T O N C o . , M i c h i g a n . / 

Worthy Secretary Cobb : 
I was very glad to see by the last 

VISITOR a suggestion from you in refer-
ence to the next Governor of Michigan, 
and recommending that he be a farmer. 
I second the suggestion most heartily, 
and promise that if I ever vote for 
Governor again, I will vote for a farm-
er. 

For the last one hundred years, the 
Government has been run almost ex-
clusively by lawyers, and the sentiment 
has been almost universal, that farmers 
were not capable of holding office, or 
making laws, even to govern them-
selves. But times are changing, and 
since the Grange movement started, 
farmers have begun to think for them-
selves, and have learned that they have 
talent and intellect of as high a grade 
as lawyers—in fact, rnauy of our law-
yers are made up of farmers' boys who 
were too lazy or dishonest to lead a 
farmer's life. And now as we have 
quietly allowed them to hold the reins 
for so many years, is it not reasonable 
that we should take a turn at the 
wheel for one term in a life-time? And 
if they say we are not competent, let 
them compare the delegation of our 
State Grange with any legislative body 
that has ever convened at the Capitol. 
Let them compare the doings of any 
State Grange with the wise (?) enact-
ments of our last legislative body, es-
pecially on the liquor bill, the interest 
bill, and the mortgage fee bill, where 
their own interests predominate, and 
the farmer was unthought of and 
uncared for—making a law that they 
shall have from $2"> to $100 for foreclos-
ing a mortgage, when any farmer that 
has brains enough to know a spelling 
book from a Bible, can do the business 
as well as they. 

But how are we as Grangers to 
change the complexion of our execu-
tive and legislative offices? The two 
great political parties that hold domin-
ion over the people, will hold their.con-
ventions as heretofore, and nominate 
men that will carry out the principles 
of their party, and we Grangers will 
hold our nose to the grindstone, and 

vote just the ticket they give us. Our 
declaration of principles forbids our 
holding a nominating convention, or 
discussing political topics in the 
Grange, and party ties bind men with 
such an iron grasp that you caunot 
pursuade a Republican to vote for a 
Democratic Granger, nor a Democrat to 
vote for a Republican Granger. If the 
best man in America were nominated 
on a ticket labeled and known as a 
Farmers ' ticket, and the regular party 
tickets had lawyer candidates, the 
lawyers would get the offices. 

Unless there can be something done 
to break this terrible chain of party, it 
would be useless to th ink of putting a 
Granger into the gubernatorial chair. 
Under the present state of things, no 
man can be elected Governor of Michi-
gan, unless he is elected as a Democrat 
or a Republican. I th ink this question 
should be thoroughly discussed by the 
State Grange, and some plan should be 
adopted aud recommended to all the 
Subordinate Granges that will induce 
farmers and Grangers alike, to support 
a government that cares for and protects 
our interests. 

C O U R T L A N D H L L L . 

Tlic Agricultural College. 

Anomalous as the fact may seem, the 
most persistent and strenuous opposers 
of the Agricultural College iii the last 
legislature were members who are farm-
ers. In fact they were almost the only 
opposers. This should be generally-
known in order that the blame may be 
placed where it belongs. I notice from 
s e v e r a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n s i n t h e V I S I T O R 
that some farmers are disposed to find 
fault with the legislature for the nig-
gardly small appropriations made for 
that institution in comparison with the 
munificent ones made for some others. 
I think they find fault justly, for I 
consider that College one of the very 
best and most worthy institutions in 
the State. But the farmer members 
were alone to blame, for had they all of 
them favored and voted for the com-
paratively small and modest appropri-
ations reccommended and asked for by 
the State Board of Agriculture, they 
could have all been carried, instead of 
being cut down to almo3t nothing, and 
then carried by a small majority. Some 
of them undoubtedly voted against the 
appropriations on the general plea of 
economy, which would lead them to 
vote against any and all appropriations, 
which are not absolutely necessary to 
run the machinery of State, forgetting 
or not appreciating the fact that her 
great educational,reformatory and chari-
table institutions are what preminently 
constitute her a Slate, and should be 
the pride and glory of all her citizens, 
evincing, as they do, their enterprise, 
intellegence, and prosperity, and that to 
cripple any of these great institutions, 
by lack of funds to do well aud thor-
oughly their work, would be false econ-
omy. 

Others were open mouthed and vir-
ulent opposers of the College as an in-
stitution. 

Judging from this, I believe that this 
spirit of opposition mustexist to a con-
siderable extent among the farmers of 
the State, for whose especial benefit 
the College was established. 

I n a future article I shall have some-
thing to say in regard to some of these 
o b j e c t i o n s . G E O R G E P R A Y . 

VVoodard Lake, No. 190. 

Programme for CeutreTille Grange. 

At a regular meeting of Centreville 
Grange, No. 75, held December 2d, 1879, 
the following program was laid down 
by the committee appointed to lay out 
work for the three subsequent meet-
ings. 

Dec. 16. Essay by Worthy Chaplain 
Rev. A. H. Van Vranken, subject, 
Kind Words. 

Essay by Will T. Langley, subject, 
Fertilizers, followed by discussion. 

Joseph Mosher, subject, Care and 
Management of Calves in Winter, fol-
lowed by discussion. 

Dec. 30- Essay by Miss Belle Hull, 
(subject not given.) Essay by Miss 
Mary Titus, (subject not given.) Select 
reading, Mrs. S. Brenton Roberts. 
Election of Officers. Music. 

Jan . 13, 1830. Address by Worthy 
Master Geo. M. Buoknell; music; in-
stallation of Officers; feast. Toast, 
Where are We Drifting? Response by 
Wm. Huil . Address by Worthy Lect-
turer J . H . Gardner. Original poem 
by James Y'auney. 

A . E . H O W A R D , S e c ' y . 
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Tiie Lecturer's Program. 

Soon after the State Grange, the Lec-
turer, in answer to some solicitations, 
will visit Lapeer County and vi-
cinity, to help revive the work of the 
Order in that part. All wishing his 
services, or who can in any way lend 
a helping hand, by way of informa-
tion, are earnestly requested to corres-
pond with him, and as soon as conve-
nient. 

Let everyone who loves the Order in 
that vicinity take hold and see what 
can be done to put it there in as good 
condition as in the western portion of 
the State. 

Lecturer's Appointments. 

The Lecturer is expected to be at the 
following places at the dates named,— 
these may be slightly varied, and others 
in the vicinity wishing his services 
should address him at once, so that 
changes, if desirable, may be made, and 
other appointments added : 

Dec. 1".—Grand Rapids. 
Dec. 18-19.—Greenville. 
Dee. 30-31.—Newaygo County (per-

haps). 
Jan. 1-11.—Will spend in Lapeer and 

adjoining Counties, if arrangements 
can be perfected. 

Jan. 13-18.—In Berrien and Kalama-
zoo Counties. 

Jan. 20-21.—Grand Rapids. . 
Jan. 22.—Berlin, Ottawa County. 

Field >'otes. 

November 28tli, '70. 
It had been raining three days, at 

least, and leaving home this morning 
we had hoped for fair weather, but 
were disappointed. En route for Trav-
erse, we had rain to Big Rapids, and 
then snow the rest of the way. At 
Traverse City there was fair sleighing, 
as Bro. J . S. Ramsdell met us at the 
train with his horse and cutter, and we 
took our lirst sleigh-ride to his pleasant 
home, over-looking the Bay and City. 

A warm supper awaited us, and a 
very pleasant evening passed all too 
soon. 

November29th, '79. 
It still snowed some. After break-

fast we made ready to go to the new 
Grange Hall in the City, to dedicate 
which was the special order of the day. 
The large sleigh was brought out, and 
baskets of provisions, boxes of fruit, 
and utensils, were loaded in ; then 
" all aboard," and we were soon at the 
hall, which is located on the west side 
of the village. 

The building lately completed by our 
energetic brothers' and sisters' efl'ort is 
about 24x50 feet, two stories in height. 
The lower room is a store for agricul-
tural implements, while a pleasant 
Grange hall, with lateral ante-rooms, 
occupies the upper story,—as comfort-
able a Grange home as one could wish. 

Although some had a long distance 
to come, yet there was a goodly attend-
ance. 

The District Pomona Grange, No. 17, 
held a short session in the forenoon. 

A bountiful dinner was duly served, 
and besides other good things, most 
beautifully colored apples, and well-
kept grapes, from Bro. Rainsdell 's fruit 
house, were provided in abundance. 
All ate and were filled, and a bounti-
ful supply was left. 

This new hall of Grand Traverse 
Grange was dedicated at 2 P. M-, with 
the appropriate service of our Order, in 
the presence of a goodly number of Pa-
trons and friends. The address fol-
lowed, and when through, it was time 
to go to tea, which we did. 

In the evening the election and in-
stallation of the officers of the Traverse 
Pomona Grange, No. 17, took place, 
and a large number took the lessons of 
the degree of Pomona,—giving this 
Grange a strong body to push the work 
of the Order in this vicinity. 

^-ot having a list of the officers-elect 
present, we give from memory : 

Master—Bro. C. E . Clark, Traverse 
City. 

Lecturer-Bro. J . G. Ramsdell, Trav-
erse City. 

Secretary—Bro. S. A. Gardner, Trav-
erse City. 

At a late hour we sought bed and re-
pose. 

On the following morning, we made 

a careful examination of the fruit-house 
—for the keeping of fruits from the 
extremes of heat and cold. In it we 
found several barrels of grapes in an 
excellent state of preservation, and they 
will keep for a long time. Fall apples a r * h ? r e 1,1 - i u s t g o o d eating condition. 

Had we time and space, we would 
like to describe this excellent method 
for the benefit of every Patron farmer 
and fruit-grower—for anyone who has 
a little spare means and some skill can 
build himself a house, by the use of 
which, with the presence of plenty of 
ice, fruit and all other perishable arti-
cles can be kept a long time in a perfect 
state of preservation, and be put upon 
the market when they will bring the 
best price. 

Another sleigh-ride to the depot, and 
I bade Grand Traverse good-bye, reach-
ing home safely, to find bare ground, 
and unfrozen at that. 

December 3d. 
This morning found us at Grand 

Rapids, en route for Caledonia station, 
where we were met by Bro. Jas. Brock, 
who took us home to dinner, and then 
to the school-house, where we addressed 
the members and friends of Ganges 
Grange, No. 479, and gave them ¡pub-
lic, and afterwards private, instruction 
—to all of which the best of attention 
was given. After tea we took the train 
for Hastings. 

December 4 th. 
To-day our beloved Order is 12 years 

old, and is stronger in the true ele-
ments of strength than ever before in 
its history. 

At an early hour, in spite of mud, 
Patrons of Barry County began to come 
in to the meeting. At 10 A. SI., the 
work of organization began, by the ap-
pointment of temporary officers and a 
Committee on Credentials, who were 
scon able to report 80 members for Bar-
ry Pomona Grange, No. 20, and then 
followed the election of officers—which 
we give from memory : 

Master—Bro. A. Luther, Irving. 
Secretary—J. A. Robinson, Middle-

ville. 
Lecturer—Bro. Blanchard. 
W e wish we could give all, but we 

have mislaid our list. 
After the election, a basket dinner 

was served in the hall,and then followed 
a public meeting and an address, which 
was listened to with marked attention. 

After the public meeting, the Grange 
proceeded to the installation of officers 
and instruction in the degree of Po-
mona. This County has a strong and, 
we hope, an efficient organization. 

One accompanying feature of to-day's 
meeting is the reorganization of Hast-
ing Grange, No. 50, with Bro. Peter 
Burton, Master, and Bro. W m . H. Me-
rick, Secretary. Let them move r ight 
onward. 

Our day's field-work done, we ride 10 
miles with Bro. Jennings to West 
Campbell, in Ionia County, eat an 
oyster supper, and then rest for the la-
bors of 

December 5th. 
This forenoon we visited the public 

school near Bro. Jennings' , in company 
with our host, and found Sister Leacli 
doing good work in one of the best 
school-houses, for a country district, 
we have seen for some time. Our only 
criticism was that the teacher should 
cause the pupils to rely less upon the 
teacher and books, and more upon their 
own investigation and research. 

The afternoon took us to the Town 
Hall, where a public meeting was held, 
and we were glad to meet many friends 
from South Boston and other Granges. 

After tea with Bro. Barnard, we met 
again at the hall, and reorganized West 
Campbell Grange, No. 422, with Bro. 
James B. Post as Master,and Sister E . 
D. Jennings as Secretary. We see no 
reason why they cannot have a large 
and flourishing Grange here, in spite 
of all the adverse elements operating 
against them. Unity and effort are all 
tha t is needed. 

To reach home the next day, we 
started from the hospitable home of 
Bro. and Sister Jennings at 2 o'clock A. 
M. on the morning of the 6th. and rode 
to Lowell, just in time to board the 
night express, and reached home for 
breakfast, satisfied with the fact tha t 
two more subordinate Granges were 
upon a solid basis, and a whole County 
put in excellent condition to do aggres-
sive work this winter. Let "Forward" 
be the order to them all. 

Expectancy. 

Kalamazoo, Eaton, and Shiawassee 
Patrons are each moving, in the matter 
of a County Grange. Petitions are be-

ing circulated in each of said Counties, 
and will soon be in the hands of the 
Gen. Deputy, asking for the appoint-
ment of a day for the organization of a 
Pomona Grange. 

Patrons' Aid Society. 
At the late meeting of the State 

Orrange the question of a Patrons' Aid 
tooeiety in this State came up, and was 
favorably reported upon by a special 
committee. 

The friends of the movement being 
called together, a temporary organiza-
tion was duly effected, by chosing Bro. 
M. B. Hine, of. Austerlitz, Kent Co., 
president, and Bro. C. L. Whitney, 
Muskegon, secretary; who were in-
structed to place the matter before the 
Patrons of the State, and as soon as 
sufficient encouragement had been 
given so that a permanent organization 
can be effected, to call a meeting to 
efl'ect it. 

Brothers and sisters are invited to 
send in the names of all who would 
like to become members of such an or-
ganization when effected. Address the 
secretary. Fraternally, 

M. B. IIINE, Pres. 
C. L. WHITNEY, See'y. 

Items. 

Diamondale Grange, No. 019, arc 
building a hall, which they expect to 
have -dedicated early in the spring. 
Auotlier Grange home will thus be 
made permanent. 

Our TAttle Grangers is just the thing 
for the children of the farm. W h y not 
subscribe for it, and get the first copies 
for a Christmas gift. I t will delight 
the little folks everywhere. 

The members of our Order in this 
State will regret to learn that the phys-
ician's counsel to Bro. Whitehead" is 
that he must stop speaking for some 
time, on account of his bad throat. 

Hudsonville Grange, No. 112, Otta-
wa Co., has just purchased a fine organ 
for its hall, — a very useful article, 
which every Grange needs. May it 
ever lead the Grange into harmonious 
action, as well as singing. 

Subscribe now for the VISITOR. 
Everyone who takes i t should solicit 
everyone who dares not take it to send 
for i t now, and get the numbers of this 
year, with the proceedings of the State 
Grange in, and all of next year, for 50 
cents. Heading makes a full man. 

Ashton Grange. No. 029, of Osceola 
County, are building a Grange Hall, 
which they expect to have ready to 
dedicate in the spring. W e congratu-
late the Grange; i t will give them an 
occasion for a grand turnout of all the 
Patrons and farmers of the vicinity. 

Business aud Social Axioms. 

Never fail to be punctual at the time 
appointed. 

Never read letters which you may 
find addressed to others. 

Never lend an article you have bor-
rowed, unless you have permission to 
do so. 

Never borrow money and neglect to 
pay. If you do you will soon be known 
as a person of no business integrity. 

Never write to another asking for in-
formation, or a favor of any kind, with-
out enclosing a postage stamp for the 
reply. 

Never associate with bad company. 
Have good company, or none. 

Never look over the shoulder of an-
other who is reading or writing. 

Never pass between two persons who 
are talking together, without'an apolo-
gy. 

Never will a gentleman allude to 
conquests which he may have made 
with ladies. 

Never be guilty of the contemptible 
meanness of opening an letter addressed 
to another. 

Never enter a room filled with peo-
ple without a slight bow to the compa-
ny when first entering. 

Never (ail to answer an invitation, 
either personally or by letter, within a 
week after the invitation is received. 

Never should a lady accept of expen-
sive gifts at the hands of a gentleman 
not related or engaged to her. Gifts of 
flowers, books, music or confectionery 
may be accepted. 

Never, when walking arm in arm 
with a lady, be continually changing 
and going to the other side, because of 
change of corners. I t shows too much 
attention to form. 

W H E N I M E A N T O M A R R Y , 

BY J O H N G. S A X E . 

When do I mean to marrv ? — Well, 
'Tis idle to dispute with fate ; 

But if you choose to hear me tell, 
Pray listou \vhile I fix the date. 

When daughters haste with eager feet 
A mother's daily toil to share, 

Can make the puddings which they eat, 
And mend the stockings which th y wear 

When maidens look upon a man 
As in himself what they would marry, 

And not as army soldiers scan 
A sutler or commissary. 

When gentle ladies who have got 
The offer of a lover's hand. 

Consent to share his " earthly lot," 
And do not mean his lot of land. 

When young mechanics are allowed 
To find and wed the farmers' girls. 

Who don't expect to he endowed 
With rubies, diamonds and pearls. 

When wives, in short, shall freely give 
Their hearts aud hands to aid their spouses 

And live as thoy were wont to live, 
Within their father's one story houses. 

Then, madam, if I am not too old, 
Kejoiced to quit this lonely life, 

I'll brush my beaver, cease my scold. 
And look about me for a wife. 

Co-operation. 

On former occasions I have endeavor-
ed to point out the different kinds of co-
operation, and the injurious consequen-
ces of the one, and the beneficial effects 
which might be expected from the oth-
er. I was much scolded, ridiculed, and 
almost scurriiously treated for my 
pains ; and as I could not " reply in 
k ind," and did not feel bound to be 
"yoked unequally," I left the field to 
my adversaries. The "logic of events'' 
have vindicated some of my positions 
and conclusions, and Mr. Holyoake, an 
eminent authorand worker in the Roch-
dale system of co-operation in England, 
in a lecture lately delivered in New-
York and published in the Tribune, 
confirms my opposition to many of the 
co-operative stores and operations in 
our country, which have failed so of-
ten, wholly or in part. Competitive 
co-operation—where the stores strive to 
undersell surrounding middlemen, in-
dividual merchants, mechanics, etc.— 
this competitive co-operation was first 
tried by some who are in the present 
Rochdale system, and not only failed, 
but brought losses and ruin in many 
cases—as most attempts in the face of 
the Divine mandate of the Golden Rule 
have failed in this country. 

But Christian or humane co-opera-
tion, giving all a share in the propoi-
tion to purchases—after deducting ex-
penses and interest on capital—and 
thus building up the trades and labor 
of the vicinity. That has succeeded, 
and is succeeding wonderfully. From 
a scanty capital of a few shillings, it 
now employs many millions of pounds 
sterling. I t carries on many trades, 
workshops, as well as stores, and not 
only furnishes pure articles, the best of 
goods, and honest measures and truth-
ful representations, but it sells at mar-
ket prices, and pays fair wages to all 
whom it employs. Thus it ouilds up 
each neighborhood instead of injuring 
it by sending its custom away to build 
up some distant monopolizing manu-
facturer or mercantile speculator, 
and thus it saves for the few instead 
of for the many. " A word to the 
wise." A. B. a . 

DR. DRYSDALE said lately that 
whereas the death rate among 111-
fauts of the comfortable class is 80 per 
1,000 in cities such as Liverpool and 
Manchester, it is 240 per 1,000, in some 
places even 300, and in Berlin it actual-
ly reaches 500. 

J O H N B . G O U G H , i n a l e c t u r e i n 
England, referring to the question 
whether alcohol was a food or a medi-
cine, remarked that, in his opinion, it 
was "very much like sitting down on 
a hornet's nest—stimulating, but not 
nourishing. 

1 THINK the first virtue is to restrain 
the tongue; he approaches nearest to 
the gods who knows how to be silent, 
even though he is in the right.—Cato. 

D A N I E L D R E W w a s a M e t h o d i s t b y 
profession, but a Drewid by practice. 
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Officers and members of Subordinate Granges 
in corresponding with this office, will please 
always give the Number of their Grange. 

To Contributors. 
As the V I S I T O B now bears date the 1st and 

16th of each month, to insure insertion in the 
next issue, Communications must be received 
by the 10th and 25th of each month. 

T H E G R A N G E VISITOR. 

BY OEDER Oil THE EXECUTIVE COM-
MITTEE IS TO BE ENLARGED FIFTY 
PER CENT. WITHOUT INCREASE OF 
PRICE. 

And tliat Enlargement will Take Place 
with the next No., Jan , 1st, 18S0. 

W h e n t h i s m a t t e r c a m e u p a t t h e 
a n n u a l s e s s i o n t w o y e a r s a g o , t h e n 
a s n o w , t h e r e w a s a v e r y g e n e r a l 
e x p r e s s i o n in f a v o r of m a k i n g t h e 
p a p e r a w e e k l y a s s o o n a s p r a c t i -
c a b l e , a n d a f t e r c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s cus -
s i o n , i t w a s d e c i d e d to c o m m i t 
t h e w h o l e m a t t e r t o t h e E x e c u -
t i v e C o m m i t t e e . T h e i r d e t e r m i n a -
t i o n m a d e i t a s e m i - m o n t h l y , a n d 
i n c r e a s e d i t s s i z e fifty p e r c e n t . 

B u t t h e s e M i c h i g a n P a t r o n s w e r e 
n o t s a t i s f i e d , a n d t h e y c a m e u p t o 
t h e S t a t e G r a n g e l a s t w e e k , a n d 
w i t h e n t i r e u n a n i m i t y r e p e a t e d 
t h e d e m a n d of t w o y e a r s a g o . T h i s 
t i m e , a s b e f o r e , t h e w h o l e m a t t e r 
w a s t u r n e d o v e r t o t h e E x e c u t i v e 
C o m m i t t e e , a n d n o w t h e C o m m i t -
t e e p r o p o s e t o t r y i t o n e y e a r a s 
b e f o r e s t a t e d , a g a i n e n l a r g i n g t h e 
p a p e r fifty p e r c e n t , c h a r g i n g o n l y 
t h e f o r m e r p r i c e of fifty c e n t s a 
y e a r . 

T h e p a p e r h a s l o o k e d s m a l l b y 
t h e s i d e of w e e k l i e s c o s t i n g f r o m 
$1.00 t o $1.50 p e r a n n u m , b u l a l l 
c a r e f u l o b s e r v e r s h a v e n o t e d t h e 
f a c t t h a t t h e r e i s a s m u c h r e a d i n g 
m a t t e r as v e r y m a n y of t h e s e l a r g e 
p a p e r s f u r n i s h t h a t a r e m o r e p r e -
t e n t i o n s i n s i z e . T h e E x e c u t i v e 
C o m m i t t e e of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e 
h a v e a w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d r e p u t a t i o n 
f o r p r u d e n t a n d j u d i c i o u s m a n a g e -
m e n t of a l l b u s i n e s s m a t t e r s , a n d 
w e b e l i e v e h a v e t h e e n t i r e conf i -
d e n c e of t h e P a t r o n s of t h e S t a t e ; 
a n d t h e C o m m i t t e e a r e q u i t e a s 
a n x i o u s t o s e e t h e VISITOR i s s u e d a 
g o o d s i z e d w e e k l y , a s a r e o u r 
b r o t h e r s a n d s i s t e r s w h o w r i t e u s 
o f t e n u p o n t h i s s u b j e c t , a n d w h o a t 
t h e l a t e s e s s i o n p r e s s e d t h e s u b -
j e c t so o f t e n a n d v i g o r o u s l y u p o n 
t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e b o d y . 

B y a l l t h e VISITOR w a s p r o -
n o u n c e d e v e r y w a y a s u c c e s s . B u t 
t h e o n l y t h i n g t h a t w e r e a l l y c a r e d 
f o r a s e s p e c i a l l y c o m p l i m e n t a r y , 
w a s t h e c h a r a c t e r i t h a s o b t a i n e d 
for i n d e p e n d e n c e i n a t t a c k i n g a n y 
a b u s e , or t r e s p a s s u p o n t h e r i g h t s 
o f t h e p e o p l e . 

This p e r h a p s is b e s t a c c o u n t e d 

f o r b y s a y i n g t h a t w e . f o l l o w e d t h e 
p l o w u n t i l n e a r fifty y e a r s o ld , a n d 
t h e r e f o r e w h e n c a l l e d i n t o t h i s n e w 
field of l a b o r , w e w e r e w h o l l y u n -
a c q u a i n t e d w i t h n o t o n l y t h e b u s i . 
n e s s o f m a n a g i n g a p a p e r , b u t a l s o 
w i t h t h e policy w h i c h f e t t e r s a n d 
c o n t r o l s a l m o s t t h e e n t i r e p r e s s of 
t h e c o u n t r y — a p r e s s w h i c h so of -
t e n c a l l s b l a c k , w h i t e — s e l d o m e x -
p o s e s t h e w e a k n e s s o r w i c k e d n e s s 
o f i t s p a r t y f r i e n d s , o r h e s i t a t e s t o 
s u p p r e s s o r e x a g g e r a t e t h e t r u t h 
a b o u t i t s e n e m i e s , a n d i s p r a c t i -
c a l l y i n d i f f e r e n t t o t h e e v i l s of e x -
i s t i n g l a w s , t h e e x p e n s i v e n e s s a n d 
i n e f f i c i e n c y of c o u r t s , a n d t h e r e -
m i s n e s s of o f f ic ia l s i n a n y d e p a r t -
m e n t of g o v e r n m e n t . N o t b e i n g a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l , a n d n o t h a v i n g b e e n 
s e t t o w o r k b y m e n of e x p e r i e n c e 
i n t h i s d e p a r t m e n t of b u s i n e s s , w e 
h a v e so f a r s i m p l y f o l l o w e d o u r 
o w n c o n v i c t i o n s , a n d e n d e a v o r e d 
b y p o i n t i n g o u t w h a t t o u s s e e m e d 
q u i t e w r o n g , t o a w a k e n s u c h a n 
i n t e r e s t i n t h e m i n d s o f o u r r e a d -
e r s a s s h a l l i n d u c e s u c h a c t i o n a s 
s h a l l l e a d to a c o r r e c t i o n of t h e 
e v i l s c o m p l a i n e d of , a n d so l o n g a s 
t h e m a k e - u p of t h e VISITOR d e -
p e n d s o n o u r j u d g e m e n t , o u r r e a d -
e r s m a y r e l y o n h a v i n g a n i n d e -
p e n d e n t p a p e r in s y m p a t h y w i t h 
t h e p e o p l e a s a w h o l e , b u t m o r e 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e g r e a t a g r i c u l t u r a l 
c l a s s w h o h a v e u n d e r t a k e n t h r o u g h 
o r g a n i z e d e f f o r t , t o i m p r o v e t h e i r 
m o r a l , soc ia l , e d u c a t i o n a l a n d po-
l i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n . 

W e m e a n t o m a k e a p a p e r t h a t 
s h a l l b e r e a d a n d a p p r o v e d b y 
t h o s e o u t s i d e t h e g a t e . T h o s e 
q u e s t i o u s of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , p a t e n t 
r i g h t s , a n d t a x a t i o n t h a t so i m p e r -
a t i v e l y n e e d l e g i s l a t i v e a c t i o n , w e 
i n t e n d t o k e e p p r o m i n e n t l y b e f o r e 
o u r r e a d e r s . T h i s g o v e r n m e n t , 
r e p u b l i c a n in f o r m , w e h o p e , h a s 
n o t y e t g o t b e y o n d t h e r e a c h of 
t h e p e o p l e w h o s e v i t a l i n t e r e s t s 
a r e so l a r g e l y a f f e c t e d b y l a w s a n d 
u s a g e s o f t h o s e i n a u t h o r i t y . N e e d -
e d l e g i s l a t i o n , w e s h a l l n e v e r g e t , 
if t h e p e o p l e a r e n o t a r o u s e d t o 
t h e n e c e s s i t y of p r o t e c t i n g t h e m -
s e l v e s f r o m t h e r a p a c i t y o f c a p i t a l 
w h i c h c o v e r t l y e s c a p e s t a x a t i o n ; of 
r a i l r o a d c o m p a n i e s t h a t fix t h e i r 
f r e i g h t r a t e s u p o n t h e b a s i s of 
w h a t a p r o d u c t o r b u s i n e s s w i l l 
b e a r , r a t h e r t h a n w h a t w i l l b e a 
f a i r r e t u r n o n c a p i t a l i n v e s t e d ; of 
p a t e n t r i g h t s w i n d l e r s w h o r o b 
t h e i r v i c t i m s u n d e r c o v e r of a l a w 
t h a t is a d i s g r a c e t o o u r c i v i l i z a -
t i o n . 

M a y w e n o t e x p e c t t h a t M i c h i -
g a n P a t r o n 3 w i l l m o r e g e n e r a l l y 
s u b s c r i b e f o r a n d w o r k f o r t h e i r 
p a p e r . I t is c e r t a i n l y c h e a p e n o u g h , 
a n d w e m e a n to m a k e i t w o r t h m o r e 
t h a n i t s p r i c e . 

W e h a v e n o j a c k k n i v e s or o t h e r 
t r a p s t o o f f e r s u b s c r i b e r s , b u t s h a l l 
v e n t u r e t h e o f f e r o f a c o p y f r e e t o 
a n y p e r s o n w h o s e n d s u s t e n n a m e s 
a n d five d o l l a r s . 

W e e x p e c t t o p r i n t e d i t i o n s i n 
J a n . a n d F e b . l a r g e . e n o u g h t o s u p -
p l y a l l w h o s u b s c r i b e b e f o r e M a r c h 
1s t , w i t h b a c k N o s . BRO. PATRONS, 
w h a t w i l l y o u d o f o r t h e VISITOR 
of 1880. 

T H E S E V E N T H SESSION OP T H E 
MICHIGAN STATE GRANGE 

Has been held , a n d p r o n o u n c e d a 
success. T h e a t t endance was g o o d , 
t h o u g h the pou r ing r a in of T u e s d a y 
and W e d n e s d a y , all ove r the Sta te , 
p reven ted many f rom v i s i t i n g Lans -
ing who had a r r anged to go . 

O u r r a i l road a r r a n g e m e n t s were 
sa t i s fac tory . T h o s e who came ove r 
the Centra l w e r e all a c c o m m o d a t e d , 
as b y t he a r rangement , a cer t i f ica te 
s igned b y t he holder , a n d verif ied b y 
me, en t i t l ed t he p a r t y t o a r e t u r n 
t icke t , i s sued b y t he L a n s i n g agen t , 
a t o n e cen t p e r mile t o t he po in t of 
s t a r t ing . 

Severa l dozen P a t r o n s came t o o u r 
desk d u r i n g t he sess ion who had pa id 
ful l fare t o Lans ing , t o e n q u i r e h o w 
they could g e t home a t r e d u c e d 
ra tes . 

T h e s e came ove r roads tha t so ld 
r o u n d t r i p t i c k e t s a t t w o cen t s p e r 
mi le , and t h e pa r t i e s , f rom ignorance 
of t he a r rangement , or some o the r 
cause , fai led to g e t a t icke t a t t he 
po in t of s ta r t ing . B u t t h e r e w a s n o 
complaining. Severa l ove r t he L . S. '& 
M . S. E o a d , a f t e r r e a d i n g t he VISITOR 
of Dec . 1st , supposed t he m a t t e r was 
closed up, made n o e n q u i r y , b u t pa id 
the i r f a re in f u l l ; whi le severa l o the r s 
l iv ing on o the r roads , w h o d id n o t 
t a k e the VISITOR, ignoran t of a n y ar 
r angement , pa id full fare t o L a n s i n g . 
Severa l such subsc r ibed fo r the VIS-
ITOR d n r i n g t he session, and cheerful -
ly owned u p t h a t t hey could n o t , a s 
P a t r o n s , a ford t o d o w i t h o u t i t . 

T h e sess ion was ha rmon ious a n d 
t he work done , will, we th ink , ref lect 
c red i t u p o n t he b o d y of in te l l igen t 
fa rmers assembled in o u r new Capi to l 
bu i ld ing . 

W e who have been p resen t a t every 
sess ion can see a m a r k e d improve-
m e n t f rom 3'ear t o yea r . 

T h e educa t iona l work of the 
s u b o r d i n a t e Grange , s h o w s itself a t 
o u r annua l sessions. 

I t h a s come to be u n d e r s t o o d that 
some fa rmers n o t only have ideas, b u t 
can exp re s s them. 

T h e open Grange session of Thur s -
day e v e n i n g was e v e r y way credi tab le 
t o all concerned . 

A t seven o 'c lock the door s were 
opened, a n d t he ga l le ry was soon filled 
wi th c i t izens of Lans ing . T h e floor 
of t he hall was shor t ly occupied by 
m e m b e r s of the Order , near ly all 
wear ing the i r regalia . 

Bro . W h i t n e y had taken good care 
to p rov ide t he beaut i fu l regal ia of t he 
P o m o n a Grange , borrowed of the 
Coun ty G r a n g e s of the S ta te for the 
use of all t he vo t ing member s . These 
were worn d u r i n g the fou r d a y s ' ses 
sion, and on th i s occasion the r ich 
green and [gold a d d e d much to t he 
b e a u t y of the scene. 

T h e desks of the W o r t h y Master , 
Overseer , and Secre tar ies ¡were deco-
r a t ed wi th f ru i t , flowers and gra in , in 
a su i tab le m a n n e r . 

T h e m u s i c was all t h a t could be de-
s i r e d — t h o u g h not" a j u d g e — i t seems 
to m e t he bes t we have ever h a d , per-
haps because las t heard . 

W o r t h y Mas te r W o o d m a n de l ive red 
an a d d r e s s of welcome, which was re-
sponded to in behalf of t he S ta te offi-
cers b y C. A . Gower , of Saginaw, 
Sup t . of P u b . Ins t . , in a very nea t 
speech. 

H e m a d e some happy h i t s when re-
fe r r ing t o t he Dec la ra t ion of P u r -
poses, t ouch ing salar ies o f pub l i c offi-
cers , a pa r t of t he Dec la ra t ion h a v i n g 
been read and p re sen t ed a s a bas is for 
the even ing ' s ta lk . 

W e had neve r seen th i s gen t l eman 
before, b u t a f t e r h is exce l len t pract ica l 
speech, we were well sat isf ied t h a t 
Michigan h a s an officer a t t he head of 
he r educa t iona l d e p a r t m e n t well su i t -
ed t o h is pos i t ion . 

M o s t exce l l en t speeches were made 
b y Bro . Moore , Ove r see r of t he State 
Grange , a n d Bro. Chas . E . Mickley , of 
A d r i a n . 

A n o t e f rom the M a y o r of L a n s i n g 
exp la ined h is a b s e n c e a n d t h a t of the 
C o m m o n Counci l , on accoun t of a 
m e e t i n g of t h a t b o d y h a v i n g been 
appo in t ed before r ece iv ing t he invita-
t i on to be p r e s e n t a t this open ses-
sion. 

S. D . B i n g h a m r e s p o n d e d in behalf 
of t he c i ty a u t h o r i t i e s , in a lively 
speech, r acy wi th h u m o r . H e had 
d o n e good w o r k on a farm when a 
b o y , and been d e f r a u d e d of the re-
ward of d i l igen t labor in the care of 
a calf, g i v e n h im by h i s f a the r , b y i t s 
sale, when inc reased va lue made i t a 
cove ted ob jec t of pa t e rna l r egard . He 
sa id if t h a t d i d no t m a k e him leave 
t he farm, t h a t s o r t of t r e a t m e n t has 
m a d e m a n y o the r b o y s t u r n their 
back on home , t o seek the i r for tunes 
in c i t ies . Farmers, he honest with 
your boys, if y o u would keep them on 
the farm. 

W . S. George , of t he L a n s i n g Re-
publican, r e fe r red to the g r e a t e r influ-
ence of l awye r s in legis la t ive bodies 
on a c c o u n t of t he i r " g i f t of g a b , " and 
sa id t h a t he was g lad t o k n o w that 
t he Grange was deve lop ing the talk-
ing capac i ty of fa rmers , m a n y j of 
whom had an a b u n d a n c e of pract ical 
ideas, b u t h a b i t had repressed their 
u t t e r ance . H e closed b y say ing , ' the 
Grange is a g r and i n s t i t u t i on . " 

Bro . Chi lds m a d e one of h i s best 
speeches, and Bro . T r o w b r i d g e im-
p r o v e d the l i t t le t ime a l lo t ted to each, 
in a su i t ab l e manner . 

O. M. Barnes , who occupied a seat 
on t he p la t form, by t he s ide of the 
W o r t h y Master , compl imented the 
Grange on the good work i t is do ing , 
and from the tenor of h is r e m a r k s 
showed t h a t he ve ry fu l ly compre -
hended i t s objects , a n d was en t i re ly 
f ree f rom any p re jud ice aga ins t i t . 

W e p resen t t o our readers the .Mas-
te r ' s add re s s , a n d such o ther papers 
as we find room for, by a d d i n g a sup-
p lement t o our r egu la r issue. 

Our n e x t number , t h i rd series, en-
larged size, will g i v e some va luable 
c o m m i t t e e r epo r t s , which we a r e sure 
will be read with in t e res t a n d profit 
b y o u r f r i ends . W e have n o t t i m e to 
g i v e such a s u m m a r y of t he proceed-
ings a s we s h o u l d be g lad to in this 
n u m b e r . 

T h e people of L a n s i n g h a v e come 
to regard the annua l sess ion of the 
S ta te Grange a s an ins t i tu t ion , and 
f rom the f i rs t the Grange has been 
t r ea ted by t he people of o u r Capitol 
c i ty with r e spec t and a t t en t ion . 

F e w S t a t e Granges have been so 
h ighly favored as Michigan a t their 
annua l m e e t i n g s ; and , we apprehend, 
few assemble such a b o d y of " f a i r 
women and b r a v e m e n " as compose 
t he Michigan S t a t e Grange and its 
v i s i t i ng f r i ends . 

TUE fol lowing Granges a r e delin-
q u e n t in r epo r t s and p a y m e n t s of dues 
t o the S t a t e Grange for some one 
of t he q u a r t e r s of 1878 or of 1879. 

Some of them are u n d o u b t e d l y dead 
or d o r m a n t b e y o n d hope of resurrec-
t ion while a cons iderab le ; n u m b e r of 
t h e m are de l i nquen t on accoun t of the 
r emisness of t he i r Secre ta r ies . 

3, 16, 21, 22, 32, 41, 47, 51, 52, 61, 63. 
- ) , 81, 82, 86, 94, 126, 128. 144, 147, 157, 
168, 172, 214,-229, 236, 239, 241, 245, 256, 
261, 263, 264, 268, 289, 310, 317, 321, 334, 
342, 364, 381, 383, 385, 394, 402, 409, 422, 
425, 426, 436, 452, 456, 457, 460, 465, 470, 
482, 485, 487, 499, 514, 418, 521, 523, 528, 
539, 553, 554, 562, 589, '590, 592, 606, 614, 
616. ___ 

W e g i v e t he readers of t he VISITOR, 
in t he S u p p l e m e n t accompany i n g t h i s 
n u m b e r , even more than a " fifty per 
cen t increase , " which causes a li t t le 

] de lay in i t s issue. 



5 THE GRANGE VISITOR. 

S E C R E T A R Y ' S R E P O R T . 

Worthy Master and Fellow Patrons: 
The return of another annual session 

of the Michigan State Grange renews a 
duty on nay part that I discharge with 
the greatest pleasure, on account of the 
favorable circumstances under which 
the representatives of the Order of Pa-
trons of Husbandry meet together in 
their legislative capacity, for the sev-
enth time in Michigan, in fraternal 
council. 

As I was early apprised that the 
Worthy Master and the Executive 
Committee, through its chairman, hj«l 
each prepared elaborate reports, and 
from their respective standpoints, the 
present condition and future prospects 
of the Order in this jurisdiction had by 
them been ascertained and would be 
presented, I have determined in pre-
senting my report at this time, to con-
fine it almost entirely to a statement of 
such facts and figures as pertain to ray 
office, and the additional duties devolv-
upon me by the Executive Committee. 

We herewith'present a statement of 
receipts and disbursements for the fiscal 
year 1879, compiled from our books: 

S E C R E T A R Y S T A T E G R A N G E , D R . 

To fees a n d d u e s c o l l e c t e d f r o m : 
S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s , 34020 53; 

T o fees c o l l e c t e d b y o r g a n l z a - | 
t i o n o f o n e C o u n t y G r a n g e , - 3 00 

To a m o u n t r e c e i v e d f o r s u p p l i e s 
sold : 226 38 

To a m o u n t of s u b s c r i p t i o n t o 
V i s i t o r . " 1««7 -IS 

T o a m ' t c o l l e c t e d f o r a d v ' t i s i n g , 190 43 
To c a s h r ee ' d f m F . M . H o l l o w a y . 

on a c t of S t . A c t . G a r d n e r . J 118 6-1 
To c a s h fo r g o o d s s o l d o n G a r d -

n e r a c c o u n t , i 100 50 

Tota l r e c e i p t s , — - 37317 05 

CONTRA- CR. 

By p a i d s u p p l y b i l l s 
By s u n d r y d e p o s i t s t o a c c o u n t 

of T r e a s . B r o w n , i n B a n k 
fo r w h i c h I h o l d h i s r e c e i p t s 

I t h i s a m o u n t of d e p o s i t s o f -
ay be a d d e d b a l a n c e of c a s h 

in t r e a s u r y , D e c . 1st , 1879, of-

A n d w e hi t o t a l o f - . 

7110 : 
57317 05 

37140 25 

. 2741 45 

. 39881 71) 

During the year 45 orders 
have been drawn on the 
Treasurer, for purposes as 
follows: 
For e x p e n s e s of S t a t e G r a n g e 1 

Sess ion of 1878, S 
For e x p e n s e s of E x . C o m ' t e e , 
For p r i n t i n g 600 c o p i e s of P r o -

ceed ings a n d M i s c . M a t t e r , - I 
For d u e s t o N a t . G r . 4 q u a r t e r s , 
For s a l a r y of M a s t e r 
Fo r e x p e n s e a c ' t of M a s t e r , ! 
For s a l a r y of S e c r e t a r y , I 
For s t a t i o n e r y of S e c y ' s .office.l 
For p o s t a g e " " " ! 
For r e n t , " " •' | 
For t r a v e l i n g e x p ' s .1 f r ' t p a i d , . ! 
Fo r s a l a r y of T r e a s u r e r , j 
For spec ia l a p p r o p r i a t i o n s , 
Fo r b i l l s of l e c t u r e r s . . . 
Fo r p u b l i c a t i o n of V i s i t o r , 
Fo r p o s t a g e of V i s i t o r , j 
For t r a v e l i n g e x p e n s e s , w r a p - : 

p i n g p a p e r , a n d e x p e n s e s o f j 
f o ld ing a n d m a i l i n g , 

To ta l a m o u n t of o r d e r s , 

Ba l ance in T r e a s u r y a t c lose ; 
of f iscal y e a r , 1879, J 

102 50 
772 87 
41X1 00 
•50 I » 

1000 00 
36 34 

1-22 00 
30 00 

8 35 
50 00 
70 00 
35 01 

1026 5tf 
114 30 

33945 22 

As the receipts on account of the 
VISITOR make up a very considerable 
portion of the foregoing account, and as 
the paper itself has become an impor-
tant factor in the work of the Order, we 
present a statement of its finances apart 
from the other business of the State 
Grange: 

G R A N G E V I S I T O R , C R . 

By cash r e e ' d o n s u b s c r i p t i o n , 
" fo r a d v e r t i s i n g , -

T o t a l r e c e i p t s , 
l>r., T o cost of p u b l i c a t i o n , §102010 

S1667 48 
100 44 

31857 91 

" t o a l l o t h e r e x p e n s e s a t -
t e n d i n g i t s p u b l i c a t i o n a n d 
m a i l i n g , ¿52 60 1393 40 

I - e a v i n g a s u r p l u s o f . 

¿52 60 

$164 51 

m i s , ior m e VISITOR, IS a rnucu 
better showing than we have been able 
to make for any former year of its 
publication. 

The balance sheet of 1877 showed a 
snrplus of $240.89, while the balance of 
1878 was but $3.47. 
. This difference between 1878 and 1879 
is not so much owing to the greater 
number of subscribers, as to the less 
cost of publication. W e had on the 
1st inst. 3,522 subscribers, being 674 
more than one year before. -

We have in Michigan some 20,000 
matrons, and if all these copies were 
taken in this State (and they are not), 
we can see at a glance that one-half our 
membership are not its readers. With 
the large number of papers t ha t are 

constantly being pressed upon the at-
tention of the people, there is a feeling 
that, when invited to subscribe for the 
v ISITOR,often finds expression in about 
these words, " I ' m taking more papers 
now than l ean read." And this, too, 
frequently from men that mean to be 
good Grangers. 

The circulation of any periodical 
depends largely upon the activity of 
its friends. The many must have their 
attention called to the matter of renew-
ing their subscription, or when their 
time runs out, the paper stops, and has 
lost a subscriber. Some, of course, 
renew of their own motion, and upon 
that class, the paper must depend for 
aid in securing renewals, as well as for 
an increase of the number of its 
patrons. With the next number ends 
the current volume, and also a large 
number of our present subscriptions. 

Whether the present number shall be 
maintained or increased, depends more 
npon the few who arc willing to devote 
some time and effort in behalf of this 
interest, than upon the many who are 
to-day its readers. 

If, as has been assumed, the VISITOR 
has become so far identified with the 
Order in this State that its continu-
ance is essential, then with the facts 
already presented, what changes, if 
any, shall be made in its size, frequency 
of issue, price, and management, be-
come questions for determination 
before the commencement of another 
volume. 

With the experience afforded by our 
connection with the VISITOR (and we 
have no other in kind), we are not so 
fully satisfied of our adaptation to 
editorial work, but what we should 
very cheerfully resign this business to 
other hands. 

As an Order, we have but just barely 
entered upon a broad field, the boun-
daries of which we cannot see. The 
work of its cultivation devolves upon 
the progressive, earnest laborers, and 
by the aid of the press, which scatters 
the thoughts of all with such a liberal 
hand, must the Patrons expect to ac-
complish for the agricultural class the 
grand work so fully and beautifully 
outlined in " the Declaration of Pur-
poses," adopted by the National 
Grange at its seventh annual session. 

On those who are anxious alike for 
the prosperity of the Order, and the 
advancement and elevation of the 
American farmer, devolves this vast 
amount of work and self-assumed 
responsibility. 

That such men, aided and encour-
aged by earnest and determined wo-
men, are equal to the work, no one 
who has noted well the progress made 
in the last ten years can doubt. 

Our Organization has undertaken an 
immense work. All its aims and 
objects may never be fully realized, 
and probably never will be in accor-
dance with any program ever yet made. 

Be this as it may, the work remains, 
and hot much different in kind, and it 
must and will be done; and among the 
agencies employed the press will 
always be included. Believing this, 
we feel that no reasonable effort should 
be spared to encourage the reading of 
papers devotedi,to the improvement of 
the agricultural class. 

That farmers have heretofore borne 
more than an equitable share of the 
public burdens,with but little represen-
tation and less influence in legislative 
bodies, is now a recognized fact. That 
their rights have been disregarded and 
their interests sacrificed is undoubtedly 
true. These and kindred facts are be-
ing discussed in the Grange, and by 
Patrons thrust upon public attention to 
some extent through Grange papers,and 
the more such papers are circula-
ted, the more read, the sooner justice 
will be accorded to the farmer class, 
who, for all these years, has consented 
to occupy a secondary place in the 
business of the country, and the affairs 
of government. 

These truths should inspire all to 
more earnest work to provide instruct-
i v e material with which to make up a 
valuable paper for Michigan Patrons. 
Truths once told must be often repeated, 
presented in a different way by different 
persons,line upon line,and precept upon 
precept, to move forward to a successful 
issue the great work of the Order. 

If the little paper under considera-
tion has done any good work we all 
know that in the same field far more 
remains to be done, and with the im-
proved condition and prospects of the 
Patrons of Michigan, may not we rea-
sonably expect a more liberal support 
for the VISITOR for the year before us 
than at any time in the past,and it seems 

to me that any action by this body that 
will conduce to an improvement in the 
paper itself and to a large increase in 
its circulation, will be quite as likely 
to promote the general objects of the 
Order as time and labor given to any 
other purpose in any direction. 

The year before us will be full of po-
litical talk and party action, and now 
that the farmer is awakened to the fact 
that, while he is busy providing food 
for the world, the politicians are busy 
governing it with little regard for his 
interests or his rights shall we not 
seize upon this as an opportune time to 
force upon public attention the fact 
that the agricultural interests of the 
country not only need, but demand 
representation and influence iu gov-
ernmental affairs'? 

Discussion in the Grange and friend-
ly social talk among members is exert-
ing a powerful influence in the right 
direction, but the potent influence of 
the press and its disseminating power 
must be relied upon in this work 

Our observation satislies us that we 
cannot expect aid from a partisan 
press. 

Permit us then to enjoin upon each 
and every one present the duty of 
making a personal effort to give the 
organ of the Order in this State, more 
contributors and more readers. 

A careful analysis of the work of the 
Order, as indicated by the reports and 
payment of dues is not as satisfactory 
as we could wish. 

Of the 038 Granges that have been 
organized in Michigan, quite a num-
ber had but a nominal existence, sev-
eral never having made a report, or 
paid dues at all, and others but once or 
twice. 

We find that for the three expired 
quarters of this year, 320 Granges have 
reported and paid for one or more 
quarters; that 71 tha t reported in 1878 
have not since reported ; and that oi 
those reporting in 1877, 50 have fallen 
into a dormant condition. 

All Granges delinquent ill reports 
and payment of dues prior to Jan-
uary, 1S77, have been suspended by the 
action of the Executive Committee. 

A financial comparison, however, 
makes a much more favorable exhibit, 
the receipts from fees and dues being 
but §291 04 less in 1879 than in 1878, 
and iu profit on supplies sold but. 
$13 51, or a total loss from these two 
sources of $304 55, while the increased 
net receipts from the VISITOR were 
§46151. 

The expenses of the last session were 
less by §448 33 than the preceding one; 
and the total expenses of the fiscal 
year 1879, exclusive of VISITOR and 
supply accounts were less by $045 03, 
with an improved treasury balance at 
the beginning of the present year over 
that of one year ago of $1,203 77. 

While the fact that we have many 
dormant Granges cannot be denied, yet 
to the remisness of Secretaries in 
making reports may be charged a part 
of this apparent loss of working 
Granges; and may I not here say that 
we cannot hold the Masters of Subordi-
nate Granges entirely irresponsible for 
this condition of things. To us it 
seems within the line of official duty 
of the Masters to know that the Secre-
tary of the Grange over which he 
presides, and the interests of which, for 
the time being, are committed to his 
care, discharges the duties which he 
has assumed with promptness and 
fidelity 

In compliance with the action of the 
¿State Grange at its last session we had 
petitions prepared, asking for Legisla-
tive action upon several subjects which 
the State Grange had considered and 
deemed important for the welfare of 
the people of the State. These peti-
tions were distributed, numerously 
signed and forwarded from time to 
time to members of the Legislature for 
presentation and action. The result 
was not what we had a right to expect; 

Although the farmers of the State 
had quite a representation in these 
halls, and of the number were men of 
industry, integrity and talent second 
to no other class, who labored faithful-
ly and well to carry out the wishes of 
their constituents, and accomplish for 
the people some positive good, yet the 
results of five weary months of legisla-
tion were mainly unsatisfactory. 

That failure should not discourage 
but serve to stimulate to renewed ef-
forts. The brazen and impudent at-
tempt of members of the legal profes-
sion in tha t Legislature to secure a 
monopoly of the business of foreclosing 
mortgages at an exorbitant price for 
the work done, and other acts of like 

character should arouse us to the dan-
ger of electing smart lawyers to legis-
late for us. Legislation is expensive, 
it should be of value to the whole peo-
ple, and farmers must learn that it is 
unsafe to commit all the interests they 
have in good government into the 
hands of men who live and fatten on 
the follies or wickedness of others. 

P I . A S T E R . 
The plaster war inaugurated nearly 

five years ago has not reached a final 
settlement. The antagonism of other 
manufacturers to the Grange mill of 
Day & Taylor, gives cheap plaster not 
only to Patrons but to the farmers of 
Michigan and neighboring States. The 
situation is now so well understood 
that we need spend but little time on 
this subject. 

Messrs Day & Taylor have, in spite 
of all opposition and some reverses, 
kept in the field, and are prepared to 
furnish pure plaster to Patrons, when 
wanted, cheaper than ever before. 
Their facilities for supplving all de-
mands are very much better than here-
to fore, and there is no duty more in-
cumbent on the Order in this State 
than that of giving crur entire patron-
age to Day & Taylor. Nor should we 
be satisfied by simply ordering what 
we need ourselves, but should solicit 
our farmer friends outside the gate to 
join with us in ordering of this firm. 

R A I L R O A D T R A N S P O R T A T I O N . 
The Executive Committee at its 

meeting ih November last directed me 
to make arrangement*) with the agents 
of the several roads centering in Lan-
sing for commutation rates for all 
Patrons who might wish to attend this 
session of the State Grange. The ar-
rangements were completed with leas 
trouble than at any former session. 
The only road not making favorable 
answer to my application being the 
L. S. & M. S., whose Gen. Pass. Agt. 
at first declined to make the reduction 
of one cent per mile which the " Pass-
enger Department of the Railroad 
Association of Michigan had adopted 
for the year 1879, for all public gather-
ings where reduced rates are given." 

On a farther presentation of facts to 
the passenger agent of this road, he 
accceded to our request, and on account 
of so little time intervening before the 
meeting, set aside the usages of the 
company requiring certificates, or evi-
dence of membership, to entitle the 
applicant to commutation rates. 

11 is some satisfaction as we review 
the past, and note the improvement 
and growing importance of the agricul-
tural class which ten short years have 
witnessed, to feel and know that the 
reasonable demands of farmers are 
being more and more recognized, and 
that each succeeding year the class so 
honorably and largely represented 
in this Hall to-day of " fair women 
and brave men," as they are better 
known, are better appreciated; and 
may we not reasonably hope • that 
if true to our best interests—if true 
to the agricultural class, which 
our Order represents, that the time is 
not far distant when " nothing but a 
farmer ! " will no longer be a reproach, 
for the farmer will be the peer of any 
man of any class. 

Fellow Patrons, you have not come 
here wholly and solely to see this 
beautiful Capitol building, and greet 
your brothers and sisters here assem-
bled from different parts of our beloved 
State, but in addition to this, we trust 
you have at heart the great objects pro-
claimed to the world in that grand 
Declaration of Purposes, so beautifully 
expressed, so pure, noble, and elevating 
in its objects, that from its first 
announcement, it secured the love and 
admiration of its friends, and against 
which no word of cavil or reproach 
has been uttered by its enemies. This 
large gathering of Patrons, with these 
pleasant surroundings, is inspiring, 
and cannot but stimulate each one of 
us to increased diligence in the great 
work which we have undertaken—a 
work that will require great and pro-
longed effort for its accomplishment. 

All of you who have engaged in 
this cause have the satisfaciion of 
knowing that much has already been 
accomplished, and that the prosecution 
of this work affords a fruitful source of 
present enjoyment. 

THIS No. colses the second Vol. of 
the VISITOR ol this size. Those who can 
supply Xos. 33,42, 43, 46,47, can have 
the two Vols, bound in book-form lor 
00c., by sending me these Nos. We 
have a lull supply of all others. 
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g M t o ' g q m v t i M t t t . 

Our Homes. 

Our homes are just what we make 
them, I don't mean the construction 
of our houses, of course they can be 
made very beautiful, elegantly finished 
with a,I the modern appliances to make 
them convenient; in fact everything 
that money can supply can be obtained 
if only one has this much needed com-
modity. But, alas how many dwell-
ings that could be thus described, are 
merely looked upon as places where we 
can eat and sleep. All those hallowed 
associations that should cluster around 
a happy home are wanting. And 
why? Simply because true love is not 
there. Too much selfishness is indulg-
ed in, we neglect those little attentions 
to one another, a simple " t hank you " 
tor a small favor received, or, " will you 
please assist me," little things, so sim-
ple 111 themselves, yet how important. 
A vast amount of discord and strife 
would never be known if we would on-
iy accustom ourselve3 to these little 
polite attentions. Don't save all these 
tor your company manners, for if we 
neglect them in the home circle, we 
are most apt to neglect them when we 
most wish to remember them. So you 
see, " this world is not so bad a world 
as some are apt to make it ." And as 
there are some of our number who have 
not made homes for themselves we 
would give them a word of advice, as a 
word fitly spoken may be the means of 
helping them in the choice of a com 
panion for life. 

vain. Accept this advice kindly given 
BY K A T E . 

W H I T E L A K E , N o v . 11, 1879. 

Would you make your choice for life, 
Choose some good adviser, 

Take your friends, they are wise, 
Wise as you, and wiser. 

Thoy will counsel you for good, 
They sincerely lore you, 

Should your heart their counsel heed 
Heaven will smile above you. 

llut if you their counsel spurn. 
Think not strange, if sorrow 

O'er your sun, so bright to-day, 
Hang her veil tomorrow. 

For 'tis business which requires 
Careful circumspection ; 

So our worthy mothers say. 
After due reflection. 

Once then, listen to my words, 
Lot me say there's danger 

When a maiden ilnds her heart 
Yearning for a stranger, 

Though he have a pleasant voice. 
Though he be good looking, 

nave a bright and sparkling eye, 
Nose a little hooking. 

But beware you do not think, 
" Never saw his equal." 

Learn his history hitherto. 
Ere you try the sequel. 

jNever choose a silly friend, 
Such are quite too plenty ; 

Many virtues, sterling worth, 
Scarce has one in twenty. 

Do not choose a man all work 
_ Nor a man all idle; 

Not a temper all too slack. 
Nor one that needs a bridle 

Neither got a lad too young, 
Nor a rich old miser, 

Be not bribed by paltry gold 
Maidens, do be wiser. ° ' 

Choose no man of goatee chin. 
Clad in costly raiment, 

'Till you've seen his tailor's bill 
Signed received payment. 

Do uot choose a handsome man 
Merely for his beauty. 

But. select an honest mind 
B e n t on truth a n d duty. 

Unto him, your heart incline ; 
Should you be invited, 

Offers made by such a friend 
Never should be slighted. 

He will not advance too soon, 
Nor too long will tarry; 

But with wisdom will he choose 
The proper time to marry. 

Better first your Ma consult. 
Ask your ¡Pa's permission ; 

These preliminaries fixed, 
Trust to his discretion. 

Haud in hand with him unite. 
His love will not falter 

When you'r joined in hymen's bands 
At the nuptial altar. 

Now, should my advice seem good. 
Then, I trust you'll try it, 

And J)e this my fervent prayer, 
May you profit by it. 

For, alas, your future years, 
Might be sorrow laden, 

Should some wild and worthless rake 
Win your heart, young maiden. 

Should you choose a companion like 
the one here described, your home will 
be a pleasant and happy one, and we 
shall feel that our labor has not been la 

Ancient and Mildern Accomplishments 

F O B T H E V I S I T O R — B Y L E T T I E LESTER. 

Is there anyone who would like to see 
the world go back to where it was 75 or 
100 years ago ! I hardly think there is 
anyone who really wishes it, and yet 
we hear so much about " t h e good old 
times." Could some of those who be-
gan their last long sleep in those days 
awaken now, I think they would be 
surprised at some things they would 
see here. 

The spinning-wheel and loom have 
given place to large factories, the sickle 
to mowing and reaping machines, t he 
fiail to large threshing machines, run 
by steam power. 

In almost every thnig are like changes 
perceptible. On everything is written 
the word "advance." 

Our great-grandmothers used to make 
their own cloth of linen or wool, and a 
young lady who could not spin and 
weave was not considered fit to take the 
helm in any man's household. 

I n the autumn of the Centennial 
year, at our County fair were exhibited 
a lot of old as well as new-things. 
.Among other things exhibited was a 
piece of linen toweling, made by an 
old lady living in the County, several 
years ago, and while examining it I 
overheard one old gentleman remark to 
another, " I wonder if one of the girls 
now-a-days would know what a spin-
ning wheel was if she would see one." 

-None who attended that fair need be 
in ignorance as to how they look, for 
they had one there, and a woman to 
run in. 

But, in all candor, I would like to ask 
ot those who talk about " the good old 
t i m e s " : Would you like to see them 
return > j don't think you could, t ruth-
lully say yes. to thisquestion. This is 
decidedly a fast age, and still our motto 
is onward and upward." Now we 
have enterprising men and women who 
carry on manufactures of all kinds,and 
for a few cents you can buy at a store 
what it would take us days to make, and 
which would be of an inferior quality 
and poorly made at that. 

And how rude and bare of ornament 
their homes must have been in those 
days! What woman would like to <*ive 
up her neat convenient cook-stove, and 
cook by a fire-place? 

Our people are becoming better edu-
cated and more refined with every gen-
eration. I n our houses are found 
books, pictures and music. Our coun-
t y is overflowing with instructors of 
all kinds, ready, ior a reasonable com-
.ensa ion, to teach all the common 

branches, besides drawing, painting 

thVnlra t h ®, l a n g u , a K e s ' a n < l m a " y other l h e , c u ' t i v a t ' o n of flowers is 
becoming a science, as well as an art. 
l h e homes where one sees no flowers 
are very few. and still the love for them 
increases. 

What man is there who would like 
to see his wife and daughters clothed in 
coarse home made and home-colored 
iinen or flannel dresses of our grand-
Z ' w 1 don't thin k there are many, 
though they do scold when the bill for 
dry-goods is handed in. 

W ho would see the piano or sewing-
machine in his home replaced by a 
t ™ " / ? , 7 h e e l 01L l o o m Who wants 
t h r ^ h . h ' s

K
w o o d « buck-saw oc 

thresh all of his grain with a flail ? If 

to do s
ao'6 u n y s u c h ' t h e y a r e a t I i b e r t y 

I think the Grange is helping to do 
away with these old-fashioned notions ; 
and if the people of the rising genera-
tion are wiser better, and more refined 
than those who have preceded them 
the Orange should receive its share of 
praise. 

Let us work, in the Grange and out 
ot it, to accomplish this end. 

The Other Side. 

If we find a pebble, we stop, pick it 
up, turn it over, and examine it thor-
oughly on every side; but the impor-
tant things of life we pass by without 
giving them a second thought. Why is 
it that we regret doing so many things 
that we have done ? W h y are we ever 
lamenting misdeeds, or sighing because 
we do not accomplish more? I t is be-
cause we did not thoroughly examine 
what we were going to do. In our 
pleasures we have not been careful to 
select such as when " past were a pleas-
ure still ." I n our work we have done 

what was easiest, and did not stop to 
think whether ourpart of the work was 
not a little harder. We did not exam-
ine it on every side. 

Our opinions, actions and tastes dif-
fer. For example, (I may myself be 
liable to censure for saying it, but I will, 
regardless of the fact that you may 
think it sounds heathenish,) When I 
go to church I do not care to hear what 
Melchisedec, or any of those men with 
unpronouncable names, have done,—I 
can read about them, but I want to 
know w h a t / o u g h t to do, and /iotfto do 
it, i. e. the minister's view of it. I do 
not care whether Joseph had two wives 
or ten. In short, I want a practical 
sermon from a human minister. W h a t 
I mean by a practical sermon is one 
that helps to teach me how to live, aud 
I mean a great deal when I say how to 
live. By a human minister I mean one 
that has trials aud temptations, and all 
that we have to contend with. He can 
understand aud sympathize with us. I 
always did maintain that it was no cred-
it for any one who has no temptations 
to be good. Every one has his or her 
idea about everything, and l a m will-
ing they should, I think as much of 
them as though tliey thought the same 
as I do. What I want, and all I care 
about it is that they should look at it in 
thesarae way, aud grant me the same 
liberty of opinion. Men and women 
tb iuk differently about the same ques-
tion because men look at it from their 
standpoint,and women from theirs. Be-
fore either condemns the other, it 
wouid be well at least to put yourself in 
the other's place. 

I n order that the ladies might keep 
this in mind, they might, put it in writ-
ing, and paste it in their looking glasses 
The gentlemen might put their copy,— 
where? That question has never been 
answered, but I ' l l venture to suggest 
tobacco box or pipe. 

If we could only see as others do, if 
we only knew the motive, we would not 
judge others so harsh! y. I knew a iady 
whose acts were judged harshly by 
nearly all who knew her. While talk-
ing with her one day she spoke about 
the doings of some people, that had 
been condemned by those who had 
heard about them. Wi th quivering lip 
she said, "Perhaps if we only knew how 
they tried to do right; if we knew what 
habits they formed in youth when they 
were too young to know for themselves, 
and had no one to properly direct them, 
how much they had tried to govern a 
temper that had become too strong for 
the will, and knew of their many 
temptations, we would not be so ready 
to judge." Since then I have been 
more careful. If we could only stand 
in other people's places and see with 
their eyes, before wo formed an opin-
ion, and th ink whether we would do 
any better were we in their place had 
we their temptations. Even in the 
small places where we succeed, where 
we stand firm while others stumble, is 
it because we are better than they? 
If we are not, what is the reason ? I t is 
because H e hears the feeble prayer, 
" Lead us not into temptation." 

Let us all think about everything, and 
be sure we find the right side. When 
we pass over to the other side of death, 
there will be a left and a right side 
there. We must find the right side 
here in order to have " well done " 
over there. 

O. A. M. 
W H I T E L A K E , M i c h . 

courage. If it did we might dispair of 
acquiring it. Every day life calls loud-
ly for its exercise. Does it require 
no courage to stand firmly in the 
principles of right and truth ; no cour-
age to meet the opposition to our Order 
as a Grange; and does it not reqnire a 
strong, undaunted courageous spirit to 
prepare and read our essays before this 
refined and intelligent society. And it 
is for the want of courage that our 
programs have so often been a fail-
ure. No doubt very much talent lies 
hidden under timidity which only 
needs a little moral courage to present 
to the world as blight a talent as has 
ever been found in history. 

"Exce ls ior" Reproved. 

Waut of Courage. 

B Y MRS. T . C L A R K . 

A great deal of talent is lost in the 
world for the want of courage. Every 
day sends to the grave, obscure men 
and women who have remained in 
obscurity because their timidity has 
prevented them from making their 
first effort, and who, had they been 
induced to begin, would have gone 
great lengths in the career of fame. 
The fact is, in order to do anything in 
this world that is worth doing, we 
must not stand trembling, aud saying, 
" I can ' t ," but overcome this timidity 
by an undaunted resolution to meet 
and conquer all difficulties that may 
arise. I t is fear unrestrained that pre-
vents us from accomplishing very 
much that is in our power. We may 
imagine that in these days of peace 
courage is unnecessary. This is a mis-
take. Courage is as necessary to-day as 
in times of war or martyrdom. I t is 
not battle-fields or the stake alone that 
try the soul and demand courage, 
neither does it require extraordinary 
circumstances to learn to practice 

B E R L I N , M i c h . , N o v . 24, 1S79. 
Bro. J. T, Cobb : 

I don' t know but I am presumption 
in addressing you, never having writ-
ten a newspaper article, but I wish to 
say a few words in reply to an article 
which appeared in your paper a few 
weeks ago, signed "Excels ior ." I do 
not know what his object could have 
been in writing as he did, whether it 
was to provoke controversy,or whether 
he wrote out his honest convictions. 
I t he did, I pity him and his wife too, 
it he has one. He, because of the sel-
fish views he takes of humanity at 
large. ¡She, if she is a woman of ordi-
nary intellect, because she has to be tied 
to such;a narrow, contracted mind. 1 
do not believe he belongs to the Grange 
or else he has not been rightly instruct-
ed in the beautiful lessons taught in 
our ritual. I think if he thinks so 
muc-h of England's laws, he had better 
emigrate there for this country's good, 
for he can rest assured tha t in this glo-
rious Republic there will be no such 
thing as American nobility established 
And another thing perhaps, there he 
could find his proper place which I am 
sure would not entitle him to more than 
one vote, if any at all, according to his 
ideas of voting. 

I know there are many of our laws 
that need reformiug, but I do uot sup-
pose it will ever be done so long as liiau 
holds the ballot exclusively, for " m e n 
seldom improve when they have no 
other models but themselves to copy 
after." I t is a good thing that "Excel-
sior," as he styles himself, is not a 
member of the Legislature, aud will not 
have the framing of the prohibitory 
law. I wonder if he thinks there is a 
woman in the State of Michigan that 
would be fool enough to vote lor such 
a law if she had the chance, as he would 
like to have. If he does, I can tell him 
there is not, for they do not believe in 
praying for the cause of temperauce, 
and then go and vote for the whisky 
and beer saloons, as many of you of the 
nobler sex do. 

Nobler sex, indeed, I wonder where 
'Exce l s io r" thought he would go 

when he wrote that. I am glad Mr. 
Editor you did not print his communi-
cation in the Ladies' Department, for I 
think it is a disgrace to any place. "Ex-
celsior " seems to think that the man 
with the most money should cast the 
votes and thus build up a great monied 
monopoly to the detriment of all but 
the rich. I wonder if he would think 
so if he was not worth a dollar. 

Just let him wait till suffrage is grant-
ed, as it surely will be, then we will see 
whether it is money or brains that 
rule. One of th£ first laws that will be 
enforced, will be that no one shall vote 
unless they can read and write and 
qualify themselves to become voters. 
There would not be so many whisky 
votes polled if all were rightly educat-
ed. 1 fear my communication is al-
ready to long, but if this meets with 
approval I may write again. 

E Q U A L I T Y . 

W O R T H R E M E M B E R I N G . — I t i s n o t 
what we earn, but what we save, that 
makes us rich. I t is not what we eat, but 
what we digest, tha t makes us fat. I t 
is not what we read, but what we re-
mem ber, that makes us learned. All 
this is very simple, but it is worth 
remembering. 

Bro. Mortimer Whitehead's address 
before the National Grange was a wor-
thy effort, and does him and the Order 
credit. All our readers will look for it 
in the proceedings of the National 
Grange, when published. 

SNAKE stories should not generally 
be credited, unless the name and resi-
dence of the snake is given. 
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H O W A P A P E R I S M A D E . 

"Pray, how is a newspaper made ?" 
The question is easy to ask, 

But to answer it fully, ray dear, 
Wore rather a difficult task; 

And yet in a bantering way, 
As the whippoorwill sings in tho glade, 

I'll venture a bit of a lay, 
To toll how a paper is made. 

An editor sits at his desk. 
And ponders the things that appear 

To be claiming the thoughts of the world— 
Things solemn, and comic, and queer— 

And when he has hit on a theme 
He j udges it well to parade. 

He writes, and he writes, and he writes, 
And that's how a paper is made. 

An oditor sits at his desk. 
And puzzles his brain to make out 

" Telegraphic" so squabbled and mixed. 
It's hard to tell what it's about. 

Exchanges are-lying around, 
W h i l e w a i t i n g d i s p a t c h o s d e l a y e d , 

l i e c l ips , a n d he cl ips , a n d h e c l ips , 
A n d t h a t ' s h o w a p a p e r i s m a d e . 

An editor ont in the town. 
In search of the things that are new— 

The things the people have done, 
The things they're intending to do— 

Goes peering and prying about 
For itonis of many a grade, 

He tramps, and he tramps, and he tramps, 
And that's how a paper is made. 

And all that these workers prepare, 
Of every conceivable stripe, 

Is sent to the printer, and he 
Proceedeth to stick it in type. 

His lines, all respecting his will. 
In slow-moving columns parade— 

Hit sticks, and he sticks, and lie sticks. 
And that's how a paper is made. 

In short, when the type is all set, 
And errors cleared up more or less, 

'Tis "locked up in a form," as we say, 
And hurried away to the press ; 

The pressman arranges his sheet. 
His ink gives the requisite shade. 

Then he prints, and he prints,and he prints, 
And that's how a paper is made. 

( E o m m m u i a t u m s u 

Letter from Gov. Sessions,—So. 5. 

HOME, NOV. 24, 1879. 
Jlro. J. T. Cobb: 

Any of your readers who will take 
time to look over the statutes of Mich., 
will find: 1. A general law providing 
for the organization of cities. 2. A 
genera! law providing for the organiza-
tion of villages. I shall not undertake 
to decide whether these general laws 
are an liberal as they .should be, or 
whether they are properly limited. If 
there are. an }• defects in them in either 
regard it would seem easy to point to 
them and provide a remedy. 

The constitution prohibits the crea-
tion of corporations by special act, ex-
cept for municipal purposes. W h y 
this exception was made does not seem 
clear, hut it is certain that great ex-
pense of time and money is occasioned 
by special acts of incorporation, and 
they occasion much trouble, inequality 
and injustice. 

The constitutional provision relating 
to the power and duty of the legisla-
ture in the matter is very simple and 
plain, to-wit " The Legislature shall 
provide for the incorporation and or-
ganization of cities and villages, and 
shall restrict their powers of taxation, 
borrowing money, contracting debts, 
and loaning their credit." I t would 
seem to be easy to accomplish this ob-
ject by general laws applicable to all in 
like condition, available to all who de-
sire their protection, and operating 
equally so far as it is desirable or proper 
for the law to operate at all. The prac-
tice that prevails, however, with very 
rare exceptions, is to ignore the general 
laws provided, and as often as the legis-
lature convenes, applications come from 
almost every city and village in the 
State for special charters,or amendments 
to special charters, and the committees 
and the public press are put to work to 
grind them out at public expense. I t 
is the practice, I believe, to have the 
charter drawn or copied by an attorney, 
presented by the member representing 
the city or village, and referred to a com-
mittee. The business of the committee is 
to harmonize the turbid spirits of those 
who volunteer to represent the people 
at home by looking well to their own 
private interests. If the committee 
succeed in this, as thev sometimes do, 
they report the bill, and under the rule 
" goes to the printer. After being 
Printed at public expense, it often hap-
pens that it is so much changed by the 

interference and solicitation of those 
who have'conflicting interests, tha t i t is 
ordered printed again. Aside from the 
member from the city or village, and 
local lobby, no one takes any interest 
in the bill. I t is passed in committee 
of the whole without reading. On its 
final passage i t is read only by its title, 
the ayes and nays are called, and the 
grave and honored Senators and Rep-
resentatives look solemn, and vote aye! 
with the tacit understanding that they 
are all in the same boat—or may be— 
and that they must be kind and help 
each other. After passage it goes to the 
Governor. Perhaps it is read; I 
cannot say. If he does read them all, 
his salary should be increased, and his 
life insured. If he signs it, it must 'be 
printed once again at public expense, 
and add page after page to the useless 
lumber that cumbers our session laws, 
only waiting for another good natured 
Legislature to auiend or repeal the whole 
of it. I regard it as a great misfortune 
that the people of the State are not 
protected from such reckless, yet costly 
legislation. I t inflicts serious injury 
upon many of our people. I t is a re-
proach to all. 

1 am not able to write more now, and 
desire to make my letter short. Have 
more to say on this subject in future. 

Yours Truly, 
A L O N Z O S E S S I O N S . 

Farmers in Politics. 

A D R I A N , D e c . 2 n d , 1S79 . 
Bro. Cobb : 

1 am glad to read so many well writ-
ten articles on the elevation of agricul-
turalists as a class. I am a farmer, and 
have been nearly all my life, and am 
well aware that we labor under many 
difficulties, but I am not one of those 
who believe that all our ills can be cur-
ed by one stroke of legislation, nor one 
of those that believe laws should be 
passed in our interest solely because we 
are farmers. I am opposed to class 
legislation under all circumstances. 
W e have a great work to do to prepare 
ourselves for the responsibilities in life 
as they come upon us, as private citi-
zens or public officers, not because we 
arc farmers, but because we are mem-
bers of this great Commonwealth. 
These are provisions in the Constitu-
tion [see Constitution, U. S., Sec. 8, 
Art. 3.] upon which legislation can be 
based, which would be so just and cor-
rect, and which if had, would not only 
benefit the producer, but would bring 
relief to the laboring millions who suf-
fer from the effects of discrimination in 
freights. The true way to obtain such 
legislation is not to berate our repre-
sentatives in Congress by calling them 
lawyers and such other names, as shall 
seem to answer our ends for political 
effect, but grant to them due respect 
and consideration, believing them to 
be good men and capable of looking at 
all questions fairly, until we are con-
vinced to the contrary, but remember-
ing that our nine representatives look 
upon questions that come before them 
for consideration as lawyers (if I mis-
take not,) whose training and culture 
must have led them in nearly the same 
channel. Now let us in our respective 
districts, change the order of things a 
little by sending occasionally a farmer, 
a doctor, a merchant, .or a mechanic, 
ever believing that these would make 
good come from the deliberations of 
good men whose training has caused 
them to look at the same subject from 
different standpoints. 

Let us ask to have the next governer, 
because we can name the man who is 
eminently fitted to be Governor. Let 
us ask to have some members in Con-
gress because we have farmers who are 
well fitted to discharge the duties of 
representatives. Let us put forth the 
names of none but good men, well qual-
ified, and our requests will be heard 
and answered. 

tance to its future in our locality are to 
be considered, among them being the 
formation of a Pomona Grange. 

B . K . B E N E D I C T , P r e s . 

M A R I L L A , D e c . 10 , 1 8 7 9 . 
Bro.,/. T. Cobb : 

We wish to notify the members of 
the Manistee District Grange that the 
next meeting, which will be held in 
Marilla, will be the annual meeting, 
and we wish all the officers to bring or 
send the rituals belonging to "the 
Grange. Meeting to commence at 2 
o'clock, p. m, 1st Tuesday in January. 

M r s . J . A . P O P E , S e c . 

SODUS, Mich, Dec. 8, '79. 
Bro. J. T. Cobb : 

Berrien County Pomona Grange No. 
1, will hold its next regular session at 
Berrien Center Grange Hall, on Tues-
day, the 13th day of January, 1880, at 
10 o'clock a. m. A full attendance is 
expected. Let every subordinate 
Grange be well represented. The elec-
tion of officers, and other important 
business will be transacted. Come and 
make the meeting interesting. 

T H O S . M A K S , M a s t e r . 
C H A S . H O G C E , S e c ' y . 

C o t t e , s p o n t k n e t 

Tlic Work at Rural Grange. 

Grange Meetings. 

The next regular meeting of the 
Clinton County Pomona Grange will 
be held at St. John's , Wednesday, Dec. 
31st, at 1 o'clock, p. m. sharp. All 
4tb degree members are cordially in-
v i t e d t o a t t e n d . F R A N K C O N N , 

Secretary. 

The next regular meeting of the 
Eaton County Quarterly Convention 
p of H will be held at Ketchum's 
Hall in Charlotte, on Wednesday, Jan . 
7th 1880. All members of the ° rde r 
in Eaton County are earnestly desired 
to attend, as subjects of great impor-

Bro. J. T. Cobb: 
Rural Grange is not dead although 

she has been slow to open communi-
cation with the VISITOR whose wel-
come pages so often make us glad. 
We have about eighty good paying 
members, most of whom attend the 
meetings regularly. Our meetings are 
more interesting since we adopted the 
program system. This system gives 
work to all, or nearly all the members. 
Granges tha t have not adopted this 
system, would do well to try it, and 
see how much waste time can be utiliz-
ed. Much depends upon the make-up 
of the program. 

I th ink the following are some of the 
questions deserving discussion in every 
Grange:— 

Which are the two best varieties of 
wheat to raise ? 

What is the best method for prepar-
ing the ground for the seed ? 

Is drilling preferable to broad-cast 
sowing ? 

Is there any necessity for a change in 
our tax laws ? 

What is the best method of cooking 
beef steak ? 

Is coffee better to be prepared for the 
table without grinding? 

Questions like these are of such a 
nature that each member can talk on 
them, and both give and receive more 
or less of profitable instruction. As the 
Grange advances, deeper and broader 
questions may be taken up. 

By the way, Bro. Cobb, your article 
on the " n e x t governor of Michigan" 
seems to receive a hearty response from 
everybody, not from Patrons alone, but 
from outside of the Order. There can 
be no possible objection by any farmer 
of the State, and if all the farmers de-
mand it, they can have the pleasure of 
seeing a farmer administer the high-
est olfice within the State. As you 
suggested, we have plenty of good ma-
terial to select from. Bro. J . J . Wood-
man was the first name that suggested 
itself to my mind, but my next thought 
was, ought he not to represent his dis-
Irict in the next Congress. J . W. 
Childs, or Lieut. Gov. Sessions, would 
be very acceptable names. 

Yours Fraternally. 
U N C L E B E N . 

OXFORD, December9th, 1879. 
J. T. Cobb: 

Having noticed your solicitations for 
articles from members to the VISITOR, 
I will give you a few facts about Oxtord 
Grange. . 

I t was organized in the spring of lb<4, 
when Grange matters were so bouyant, 
with sixty charter members, all san-
guine of 'financial and social success. 
Not realizing the benefits so tempt-
ingly mentioned by Bro. Whitney, 
our membership has been reduced 
until only eleven of the charter mem-
bers now remain in good standing. 

However some new names have been 
added and we have saved enough from 
fees and dues to build us a good com-
fortable hall which is paid for, but only 
partly furnished. 

Nearly all the members we now have 
are good life Grangers, and determined 

to help carry out and inculcate the 
principles of the Order. 

Most of the families represented in 
our Grange take the VISITOR; but one 
brother who thought he would save the 
price of the VISITOR last year, was 
muclted in the sum of six dollars by 
patent gate swindlers. He takes the 
VISITOR this year. Other members of 
our Grange took the advice of the 
paper and were not molested. 

I have noticed that our best working 
members are those who subscribe for 
Grange papers, and who try to b*» 
posted in parliamentary usage ; and I 
would here venture to assume that if 
the VISITOR were issued weekly, and 
the digest printed in pamphlet 'form, 
and distributed thoroughly among 
Grangers throughout the State, much 
good "would ensue. 

Yonrs fraternally, 
J . G. NOBLE, Sec'y. 

ALLENDALE, Ottowa Co., Mich, i 
November 23, 1879. { 

Editor Grange Visitor : 
At a late meeting of Allendale 

Grange. No. 421, P. of H., quite a 
pleasant occurrence, and something out 
of the usual order of things, took place, 
namely, the presentation of five dollars 
to Win. Rool, on the occasion of his 
retiring from the office of Secretary, 
which he has held for several cousec'u-
tive terms. 

The gift was presented in' the name 
of Allendale Grange by Sif ter Amanda 
Cooley, as a testimonial of regard and 
esteem. The Worthy sister remarked 
that the members did not wish it to be 
considered as remuneration for services 
rendered the Grange, bu tasa testimon-
ial of the high regard in which the 
Secretary and wife were held by the 
members of the Grange. 

After thanking the Grange for their 
kind expression of regard, the Past Sec-
retary took occasion to remind the 
Patrons present what the duties of a 
good Patron were, and urge the neces-
sity of living up strictly to the obliga-
tions taken by each member upon join-
ing the Grange. He also urged the cul-
tivation of the intellect of the members 
by every possible means. In conclud-
ing his remarks, he urged the members 
to cultivate the fraternal tie enjoined 
in the working of the Order, and to 
practice in their daily walk and conver-
sation that charity which feels for and 
relieves the distresses of not only the 
brothers and sisters of our Order, but 
that sympathizes with all mankind. 

G R A N G E R . 

Y l ' S I L A N T I , N o v . 2 7 , 1 8 7 9 . 
Bro. Cobb : 

Ypsilanti Grange, No. 56, took a 
new departure on the 1st of November 
—or in other words, they moved from 
the old hall into the new. 

Our new hall is situated in the third 
story over the store of Harris Bros., in 
the new Union block erected this last 
summer. We have the whole upper 
story, consisting of hall and ante-room. 

The dedicatory service was conducted 
by Brother Thos. F. Moore, of Adrian, 
and he did it in a very able manner. 
After the Master's address of welcome, 
Bro. Moore was again introduced, and 
his address was one that pleased all 
who heard it, both members of the 
Order and those who were not, spoke 
highly of it. 

Alter partaking of refreshments, the 
Grange held a meeting in the evening, 
which was not public, and Bro. Moore 
was again called upon, and he made a 
telling speech, which I wish every 
member of the Order could have heard. 

Bros. J . W. Wing and J . W. Childs 
were also called upon and ably re-
sponded. The labors of the day being 
over, the Grange closed. 

And now Ypsilanti Grange is ready 
for business, at least ought to be. It 
was said that Ypsilanti Grange'would 
never stand, being in the city, but we 
have weathered the storm so far, and 
have ninety-six members, and if we do 
not stand now it is our own fault. 

Yours fraternallv, 
No. 50. 

AN unknown man killed by the cars 
in Connecticut on Saturday had in his 
pockets 60 ccnts and a pair of scissors, 
indicating that he was connected with 
journalism." 

M A R R I E D . 

WOOD WORTH - MASON. — In Lansing, 
Mich., at the Potter House, on the 9tn iust., by 
Rev. J. Crabbs, of Morenci, Bro. George W. 
Woodworth, Master of Morenci Grange No. 280, 
to Sister Alice Mason. Secretary of said Grange. 



8 THE GRANGE VISITOR. 

THEREAPER, DEATH. 

LILLIE.—Died at her home in Talmadge, 
Ottawa Co , Mich., Sarah, wife of Joel Lillie, 
after a long illness. 

She was a charter member of Ottawa Grange 
>o. 30. While her health permitted, she was 
an earnest worker in the Grange, but she has 
left us to join the Great Grange above. She 
was loved while here and will long be romem-
bered ; therefore. 

Resolved, That we as a Grange most earnestly 
sympathize wiWi the afflicted family. 

Resolved, That our charter be draped in 
mourning for sixty days. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread 
upon the Grange record, a copy be presented to 
the family of the deceased, and to the G R A N G E 
* ISITOB for publication. 

M E S . THOMAS W I L D E , 
M a s . JOHN- SICKLES, 
M E S . L . H C A D T , 

Committee. 

T D I I T U T C M C D Michigan"s Temper-
I nU 1 n I t L L t n - ^ s j ^ . 0 ^ 

awake and progressive. Send postal for list of 
100 choice books offered as premiums. Special 
rates to Unions and Clubs and New Sub-
scribers, for purposes of introduction. In 
Clubs or not less than ten, SO cents a year. 
Bare chance for Temperance Societies to scatter 
fresh literature at Cost. The organ of the new 
Bed Bibbon Constitutional Amendment move-
ment and of the W. C. T. Unions, and is pro-
nounced the best temparance paper ever pub-
lished in Michigan. P. H. BUBOESS, 211 Jef-
ferson Avenuß, Detroit. 

TOO L A T E 
It soon will be. The rise of more than half in 
the price of Iron is more than we can stand. 
For a very short time only we will receive or-
ders at old prices, viz.: 6 Ton Wagon Scales, 
«¡50. All iron and Steel. Sold on tr ial-
freight paid by—no money asked till tested and 
found satisfactory. All sizes. 

JONES OF BINGHAMPTOJi, 
Bin^hamptoii, S . V. 

Paw Paw, Mich., May 18th, 1878. 
J O N E S , OF B I N Q H A M T O X : 

My Scales give entire satisfaction. I have 
subjected it to the most severe tests, and find it 
not only correct in weighing large or small 
Bmounts, b u t perfectly reliable. 

Yours, Fraternally, 
[Signed] J. J. WOODMAN. 

G r a n g e H E A D Q U A R T E R S -

The Husbandman. 
S I X T H Y E A R 

REDUCED P R I C E ! 

s i . : 
YEAR. 

ACTUAL 

V M M á í d 

C O L L D E G K E J 
A N D 

W R I T I N G I N S T I T U T E , 
K A L A M A Z O O . M I C H . 

Jö^Send for JOURNAL giving particulars. 

Let ters and F l o w e r s 

Decorating Grange 
and Homes. 

Halls 

I can furnish BEAUTIFUL LETTERS in 
any color, in Old English Text or Medieval 
Text, for Mottoes, &c., in Halls, Churches and 
Rooms. These letters are eight inches long— 
the capitals are 12 inches. Price for 20 or 
more, in one order, 

Fire Cents Each, by Mail. 

EVERLASTING FLOWEBS, Green, Ac., 
ior Bouquets and Trimming, by Mail or Ex-
press. Address, 

C . I I . W H I T N E Y , 
Dec. 15, 1879. Muskegon, Mich. 

HAPPY CHILDREN! 
In answer to many urgent Requests from Town 

and Country, the Publishers of 

" QU2 LITTLE GEANGERS " 
Have concluded to issue it by itself at 

O N L Y i io C E N T S A Y E A R . I 
This will give thousands of Boys and Girls a 

chanc« to have a good paper A L L T H E I B O W N . 

The only paper ever published specially for 
farmers' children. It contains fine pictures, nice 
stories, verses, puzzles, letters from little 
Grangers all over the country : pieces to speak 
at school or exhibitions ; about gardens, and 
flowers, and liird6 and pets of all kinds. 

Get up a Club at your Grange, or school, or 
in your neighborhood, 

Remember it is only 25 CENTS A YEAR. 
Make I he little folks happier and better. 

Address, 
GRANGE BULLETIN CO., 

nov.l-Gm 14» W. Fourth St.. Cincinnati, O 

T H O M A S M A S O N , 

G e n e r a l C o m m i s s i o n M e r c h a n t , 
1 8 3 S O U T H W A T E R S T R E E T , 

C H I C A G O . - - I L L I N O I S . 
Purchasing Agent for the Patrons of Husband-
ry, authorized by Executive Committe of the 
Michigan State Grange; Agent of the N. IV. 
Produce Exchange Association, pr incipal office, 
Buchanan, Mich.; also. Agent of the Michigan 
Lake Shore Fruit Growers' Association, S teven-
ville, Mich., 

Bespectfully solicits Consignments of 

F R U I T S , V E G E T A B L E S , B U T T E R , E G G S , 
Poultry, Wool, Hides, 

PELTS, TALLOW, and DRESSED HOGS. 

G R A I N , HOGS , a n d C A T T L E 
In Car Lots. Also, 

. L UMBER in Car or Cargo Lots. 
Having a large and conveniently arranged 

House in the business part of the city, we are 
preparo to handle goods in any quantity, and, 
being on the SIIADY SIDE of the street, can 
show PERISHABLE goods in BEST CONDI-
TION, throughout the day. With 

SUPERIOR FACILITIES, 
and close personal attention to business, we 
hope to merit, receive, and retain a liberal share 
of your patronage. 

Orders for goods in this market will be filled 
at lowest wholesale rates. 

Cash must Accompany Orders 
to Insure Prompt Attention. 

R E F E R E N C E S : 
Executive Committee of Mich. State Grange. 
J. J. Woodman, Paw Paw, Mich. 
J. T. Cobb, Schoolcraft, Micb. 
Herman, Schaffner A Co., Bankers, Chicago, 111. 
Thomas Mars, Berrien Centre, Mich. 
W. A. Brown, Sec'y Mich. L. S. F. G. Ass'n, 

Stevensville, Mich. 
BW Stencils, Shipping Tags, and Market Re-

ports furnished on application. 
C O B B E S P O N E E N C E SOLIOITED. mar.12'79 

The H U S B A N D M A N has been widely recognized 
as standing in the front rank of agricultural 
journalism. While treating fully all questions 
embraced in 

P R A C T I C A L A G R I C U L T U R E , 
it discusses with fearless ability the economic 
problems that affect all productive industries. 
It strives earnestly to incite thought, broaden 
conception and increase understanding of the 
wrongs through which agriculture has suffered, 
especially the 

U N J U S T T A X A T I O N 

fastened upon it, and the hurtful discrimina-
tions by which its products are cheapened be-
low the cost of the labor employed in their 
production. 

It would stimulate self-respect among farm-
ers through well-applied thought, fitting them 
to represent their industry in the halls of leg-
islation as a vital necessity to national pros-
perity. 

All the well-known features of the H U S B A N D -
MAN will be maintained, including full reports 
of the famous 

ELMIBA FARMERS CLUB DISCUSSIONS, 
and from time to time editorial letters of travel 
and observations abroad. 

I T S L I S T O F C O N T R I B U T O R S ' 
will embrace many writers whose work has al-
ready added largely to the interest and value of 
its columns. 

It will present complete reports of NEW 
YORK and PHILADELPHIA MARKETS. 

A FREE COPY will be sent to any person 
who forwards in one order the names and ad-
dresses of ten subscribers, new or old, with ten 
dollars in payment there for. 

Remittances may be made by draft on New 
York, PostofBce money order, or in currency. 
Checks on country banks involving expense in 
collection must have ten cents added to meet 
such cost, 

Drafts, I'ostoffice money-order and checks 
should bo made payable and all letters ad-
dressed to 

HL'SBANDMAN, 
E L M I B A , N . Y . 

Sample copies free on application. 
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PRICES REDUCED POR 1879. 

BJ^* The Kalamazoo Business College is re-
ceiving a larger number of Students this year 
than it ever had. Every desk is filled and it 
has been necessary to add more to accommo-
date the new applicants. 

Ingersoll's Ready Mixed Paints, 
Paris Green and Brushes. 

Best and Cheapest Paints in 
the World. 

Freight paid on Paint and Paris Green to all 
parts of the country. So it makes no differ-
ence where yon live, you get goods at the same 
price as if you were at the Factory. 

Our Book "How Every one call Paint," 
with 20 Brilliant Colors, Brushes, etc., illustrat-
ed, mailed free upon application to PATRONS' 
PAINT CO., 102 South St., N. Y. 

TRUSTEES S 
T. A. Thompson, Pres., Past Lec. Nat. Grange 
Samuel E. Adams, of Minn., Master " " 
D. Wyatt Aiken, of S. G, Cli'm Ex. Com. 
Mortimer Whitehead, of N. J., Lec. Nat. 

Two Good Papers! 

THE CINCINNATI GRANGE BULLETIN. 
A large eight page, weekly, Grange, 

Agricultural, and Family paper, now 
in its Fifth year of publication, devoted 
to the Grange, the Farm, the Home 
Circle, and the interests of the Farmer 
and his Family, everywhere. I t aims to 
be first-class in every respect, believing 
that the farmers deserve to have, and 
will support a paper that in all its De-
partments would be THE BEST. Agri-
culture, Horticulture, Crops and Mar-
ket Reports, Topics of the Times, Orange 
News from every State, &c. Price $1.60 
per year, postage paid. 

GEO. W. HILL & CO., 
80 Woodbriáge St., - - Detroit, 

Are now prepared to handle 

Wheat, Oats and Corn, 
I N C A R L O T S . * 

Having plenty of storage room we can also 
handle 
APPLFS, POTATOES, 

BEANS. BUTTER, 
CHEESE, EGGS, 

and in fact anything and everything that a 
farmer has to sell, 
On as Favorable Terms as any 

House ¡a the City. 

We also PURCHASE ALL KINDS OF 

GOODS for STORES, CLUBS a M Families 
At the Lowest Wholesale Price. 

BST" Consignments and Orders Solicited. 
jyl2no70tf. 

T, J. STRONG, 
Monterey, Al legan Co., Mich-, 

B r e e d e r a n d S h i p p e r of P u r e 

Improved Chester Whites 
Bred from tlie Noted Herd ol S. H. 

TODD, of Wakeman, Ohio. 
BefCorresponden.ce Solicited. 

Our l i t t l e Grangers. 

Published monthly for the little folks 
of the farm, and designed for their 
Homes, their Schools, their Oranges, 
their Gardens, their Pets, and their 
Flowers; to help them in loving the 
Good, the Beautiful, the True, the 
Home, the Farm, the Orange, and their 
Native Land. Price only 2o cents per 
year, sent free to all subscribers to the 
Cincinnati Orange Bulletin, or two good 
papers for the price of one. Address: 

G R A N G E B U L L E T I N C O . 

148 W . 4th St., Cincinnati, O. 
Send for Sample copies, free. novl-6m 

P R I C E L I S T o f S U P P L I E S 
Kept In the office of the Secretary of the 

MICHIGAN S T A T E GRANGE. 
And sent out Post Paid, on Receipt of Cash Or-

der, over the seal of a Subordinate Grange, 

and the signature of its Master or Secretary. 

Porcelain Ballot Marbles, per hundred,... 60 
Blank Book, ledger ruled, for Secretary to 

keep accounts with members, 1 00 
Blank Record Books, (Express paid), 1 00 
Order Book, containing 100 Orders on the 

Treasurer, with stub, well bound, 50 
Receipt Book, containing 100 Receipts 

from Treasurer to Secretary, with stub, 
well bound, 60 

Blank Receipts for dues, per 100, bound,.. 60 
Cushing's Manual, 60 
Applications for Membership, per 100, 50 
Membership Cards, per 100, 60 
Withdrawal Cards, per doz., 26 
Dimits, in envelopes, per doz., 25 
By-Laws of the State Grange, single 

copies 3c, per doz., 35 
New kind of Singing Books, with music, 

Single copy 16 cts. per doz., 180 
Rituals, single copy, 15 

" per doz., 1 60 
Blank "Articles of Association" for the 

Incorporation of Subordinate Granges 
with Copy of Charter, all complete, 1® 

Patron's Pocket Companion, by J. A. Cra-
mer, Cloth 40 

Notice to Delinquent Members, per 100. . . 40 
Address, J . T. COBB, 

SEO'T M i e n . STATE GUANO*, 
SCHOOLCRAFT, MICH. 
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MASTER'S ADDRESS. 

Worthy Patrons, and Members of the 
Michigan State Grange : 
Time, in its onward march, has again 

called us together 111 our A n n u a l Ses-
sion, to consider matters relat ing to the 
present condition and fu ture prosperi ty 
of our great agricultural organization. 

The preset) year has been one of un-
usual prosperity to the h u s b a n d m a n . 
The earth has yielded a bount i ful har-
vest as a reward for fa i thful and intelli-
gent labor ; and fair prices for farm 
produce has had a tendency to l iberate 
capital and force i t in to t h e channe l s of 
active business. 

Again we rejoice a t the sound of the 
carpenter 's hammer , the ring of the 
anvil, the smoke of the furnace , and 
the hum of the spindle . Confidence is 
being restored, debts paid, mortgages 
discharged, or reduced to a lower rate 
of interest, anil the f a rmer begins to 
see the iigiit behind the cloud and the 
" bow of promise " in t h e heavens. 

For this r e tu rn ing prosperi ty, and 
other kindred blessings, let 11s render 
grateful acknowledgements to God, a n d 
invoke Hi s aid and guidance in the 
work before us. 

Although our Organizat ion has h a d 
au existence of nearly twelve years in 
this country, and seven in th i s State, 
and our Declaration of Purposes pub-
lished to the world, ye t they do not 
seem to be well understood by those 
"outside the gates ," and some members 
of our Order do not ful ly appreciate the 
importance of the high and noble pur-
poses for which we are organized, a n d 
their bearing upon the present and fu-
ture agricultural interests in th is coun-
try. 

If the farmers of our much favored 
land fail to ga the r wisdom from the 
history of the unorganized agr icul ture 
of the Old World , and pe rmi t Olivers to 
do their reading, their t h ink ing , their 
writing, their speaking, their business, 
and tiieir legislation, it will not re-
quire the gi f t of a prophet to tell w h a t 
their future will be. 

The history of the Old World has 
been but the history of oppression to 
the tiller of . the soil. H e has been de-
prived of the ownersh ip of the soil he 
cultivates—reduced to a meie tenant , a 
serf, dependent upon the will of his 
lord and master, who fixes the price 
upon the products of his labor, thereby 
circumscribing his action and m a k i n g 
him dependent upon his will. H e is 
thus deprived of the r igh t to s tand up 
in the " image of his Make r , " and priue 
of his manhood, and show himself the 
peer of others in social 11 le, intellectual 
culture, business relations, and poliucal 
inlluence. 

The following, f rom our "Declarat ion 
of Purposes," should be well consid-
ered and understood : 

'• To develop a better and h igher 
manhood and womanhood among our-
selves. To enhance the comforts and 
attractions of our homes, and s t rength-
en our a t t achmen t to our pursu i t . To 
fosler mutual unders tand ing and co 
operation. To buy less and produce 
ttiore, in order to make our homes self-
sustaining. To diversify our crops, a n d 
crop 110 more than we can cultivate. 
To condense the weight of our exports, 
selling le*s in the bushel, and more on 
hoof and in the fleece. To systematize 
our work and calculate intel l igent ly on 
probabilities. To discountenance the 
credit system, the mortgage s y s t e m , t h e 
fashion system and every o ther syst i in 
tending to prodigality and bankrup tcy . 
To bring protiucers and consumers, 
farmers and manufacturers , into t h e 
raost direct and f r iendly relations pos-
ble.si 

" To encourage the bu i ld ing of rail-
roads, canals, a u d to open out the chan-

nels i n Na ture ' s great arteries, so that 
the life blood of commerce may flow 
freely. 

" To remove the antagonism between 
capital and labor by common consent 
and a wise s tatesmanship. 

" T o oppose excessive salaries, high 
rate of interest, and exorbi tant p e r c e n t 
profits in trade. To suppress personal, 
local, sectional and nat ional prejudices, 
all u n h e a l t h y r ivalry, a n d all selfish 
ambi t ion . To encourage education 
amonte ourselves, and for our chi ldren, 
by all jus t means in our power, a n d to 
advocate for our Agricul tural a u d In-
dustrial Colleges t h a t practical agricul-
ture, domestic science, and all the arts 
which adorn the home, be t augh t il! 
the i r courses of s tudy. To induce 
farmers to take a moré act ive part iu 
the politics of the count ry , and to work 
for good in the political parties to 
which they belong, p u t t i n g down 
bribery, corrupt ion and tr ickery, and to 
see t ha t honest men, who will unf l inch-
ingly s tand by our industrial interests, 
are nomina ted for posit ions of trust, 
and to carry out the principle which 
should always characterize every Pa-
tron, t ha t the office should seek the man, 
and not the man the office." 

F o r the accompl ishment of these 
g r a n d purposes, our Subordinate, Coun 
ty . State, and Nat i nal Oranges are la-
boring and inspir ing their members to 
read, t h i n k , s tudy, investigate, discuss, 
and act for themselves ; to extend the i r 
acquaintance, not only a m o n g success-
ful business farmers, Due a m o n g busi-
ness men engaged in other pursuits in 
life. T h e Oranges are but so m a n y 
schools, where ques t ions relat ing to 
practical farming, practical business, 
and all the diversified interests of agri-
culture, are discussed ; and where mor-
al cul ture , social ref inement , and ment-
al powers are developed. Thro ' these 
and o ther kindred influences connected 
with the work of our Order, fa rmers 
have been inspired wi th a laudable 
ambit ion to excel in the i r profession ; 
a n d are emula t i ng wor thy examples, 
and ut i l izing practical ideas in the cul-
t ivat ion, management , and other busi-
ness relations connected with the fa rm. 

As the results of th is work, farms are 
bet ter cu l t iva ted ; labor-saving imple-
ments a n d machinery are more gener-
ally used ; fertilizers are more prudent -
ly saved, better prepared, and more in-
tell igently applied to t h e soil and t he 
g rowing crops ; crops are more diversi-
fied, and more systematical ly rotated ; 
stock upon the farms has been i m p i w e d 
aud the a m o u n t raised and kept largely 
increased ; noxious weeds have been 
eradicated from the fields, the fence-
rows, and the h i g h w a y s ; fences and 
bui ldings have been repaired, and home 
sur roundings made more convenient , 
pleasant and comfortable. The cultiva-
t iun of f iu i t s and flowers have been en-
couraged, adding to t h e income of the 
farm and the at tract ionsof home. Fam-
ily circles are enlivened with music, 
and readings, and amusements , and 
useful conversat ion. Acquain tances 
are exiended, and the social m ing l ing 
or f i ieuds a n d neighbors increased. 
Fami ly jars , and dissensions, and sepa-
rat ions have been prevented, neighbor-
hood disagreements have been settled, 
and l i t igation avoided. 

Librar ies have been established, 
and the leading of agricultural jour-
nals encouraged. To th is record of 
progress mus t be added the inter-
r i n g fact, tha t dur ing the past 
few years, and since our organiza-
tion has had au existence and an in-
fluence in th is State, the productive-
ness of the farms has been most won-
deriu lv iucreased~by better cultivation 
aud more thorough and systematic 
f a rming ; aud th is too du r ing a t ime of 
the greatest financial depression ever 
k n o w n in the history of th is country . 

i t would be assuming too much to 
claim tha t ail these results have been 
accomplished wholly through the in-
fluence of our Organization. Agricul-
tural journals , societies. fairs, farmers ' 
clubs, and our Agricultural College, 
with its system of farmers ' insti tutes, 
have done their full share of the work , 
and should receive our full and earnest 
suppor t ; but the work and influence of 
these organizat ions a n d inst i tut ions 
are comparat ively local ; and in addi-
tion to all these, we want an organiza-
tion perfcet. in al l its parts th rough 
which we can uni te our efforts iu pro-
tect ing our r ights and elevating our 
profession, an organization, capable 
of grasping with great, questions of 
public policy, command respect in both 
Slate and Nation, and m a k e its influ-
ence felt. Such an organization is the 
Order of Pat rons of Husbandry , and 
the work it has already under taken 
and accomplished, has demonstrated 
both its influence aud its necessity. 

T11 several of the Western States t h e 
farmers subscribed liberally, creating 
debts a u d mortgaging their farms to 
build railroads to carry their produce 
to marke t . The managers of the roads, 
af ter absorbing the stock, raised the 
rates for t ranspor t ing farm products so 
high as to absorb almost the entire prof-
its of the farms. 

True to tha t principle enunciated in 
our Declaration of Purposes, tha t , as an 
Order we shall "oppose such spir i t 
and management of any corporation or 
enterpr ise as tends to oppress the peo-
ple and rob them of their jus t profi ts ," 
the Oranges brought an influence to 
bear upon legislation, which resulted 
in the enac tment of laws regulat ing the 
rates which railroad companies should 
be allowed to charge for t ranspor t ing 
f re ight over their l ines of road within 
the State. 

These laws were resisted by the com-
panies on the ground tha t they were 
operat ing under general laws or special 
charters , and were therefore above and 
beyond Legislat ive control. The com-
panies were prosecuted, a n d a case car-
ried to the Supreme Court of the Uni-
ted Sates, and from tha t high tr ibunal 
came the decree, which was hailed with 
joy by the people everywhere , tha t 
" railroad corporations are subject to 
Legislative control." The board of 
Rai lroad Commissioners of Massa-
chusetts, in their n e x t annua l report, 
af ter the decision was made, paid our 
Order th i s high c o m p l i m e n t : " T h e 
Pat rons of the W e s t have done more 
good to the country in demonstra t ing 
tha i railroads are subject to legislative 
control than would be required to bal-
ance the whole cost of their organiza-
t ion ." 

By th is jus t and wise decision, the 
power of one Legislative body to con-
fer special franchises upon a corpora-
tion by which i t could oppress and rob 
the people, and which a subsequent 
Legislature could nei ther modify nor 
repeal, was emphatical ly denied, and 
full power given to Congress to regu-
late inter-State commerce. 

T h e power of a State Legislature to 
regulate commerce within the State 
was also affirmed. Hence, through 
the inf luence of this Organization, the 
great principle, tha t " t h e people, 
th rough their chosen representatvies in 
Congress and the State Legislatures,can 
regulate and control the car ry ing trade 
of the country, has been established, 
and it now remains to be seen whether 
this power will be exercised by the 
people or not. Asye t , t he railroads con 
irol the si tuation, and charge j u s t such 
rates as they may deem necessary to 
e n a b l e their roads to earn the largest 
possible a m o u n t of money, regardless 
of the r ights of the people. 

This has been practically demonstra-
ted by the recent advance in freight 

rates by all the great t runk lines, and 
by the declaration of one of the freight 
agents at their recent meeting in New 
York, in atfswer to the quest ion," W h a t 
rates his road intended to fix upon a 
certain impor t an t article of com-
merce? " " Just such rates as the article 
will bear,'" responded the agent. ' 

Since t h e present grain crop of t h e 
West commenced to move eastward, 
the freight rates from our State to the 
seaboard have bceu advanced thir ty 
cents on each one hundred pounds, or 
eighteen cents on a busbelof wheat. Es-
t imat ing t h e wheat crop of the State 
which goes in to commerce a t 20,000,000 
bushels, and this will make a tax upon 
the farmers of this State of $360,000 
on the wheat crop alone. Add to tins, 
twenty-five cents to each one hundred 
pounds of the gross weight of all the 
cattle, swine, sheep, dressed meat, and 
other farm products shipped to the 
Eastern market , and it will swell 
the amoun t to a sum tha t will be 
s tar t l ing to contemplate. There has 
been a recent advance of fifteeu cents a 
bushel on clover-seed, mak ing the 
freight on a bushel of that product to 
New York one dollar. W h y is t h i s ? 
Western clover seed is wanted in the 
Eastern market , and the advance in 
the marke t price there is added 10 the 
f re ight a n d pocketed by the railroad 
companies, thus robbing the Western 
farmers of their j u s t profits. I t is fair 
to presume that railroad companies 
were not car ry ing freight for less than 
they could afford to before the advance; 
and t ha t the present high tariffs have 
been added simply because the freight 
agent decided that the articles would 
bear it, and the Western farmers would 
stand it. I t seems that, th is grasping 
avariciousness of railroad managers can 
ODly be checked by the strong a rm of a 
Nat ional law, regulat ing f re ight upon 
all through lines of road. And there is 
no more fitting place for th is great 
question to be considered, and measures 
adopted, to enlighten public sen t iment 
upon th is great wrong, and influence 
legislation to correct it, than this body, 
composed as i t is of representative 
farmers from almost every portion of 
our State. I t should not be approached 
iu any spir i t of hostility to the rail-
roads,for they have r igh ts which should 
be protected, but i t should be consid-
ered in the l ight of fairness, justice, 
and equity. The evil can be remedied 
by a law of Congress, either establish-
ing max imum raies for through lines, 
or by creating a National board of Con-
trol, wi th full power to regulate a n d 
fix such rates for t ranspor t ing freight 
over the lines of all roads engaged in 
inter-State commerce, as will be just to 
the companies, and, at the same time, 
protect the rights of the people. Let 
this question be considered, and Con-
gress appealed to for relief. 

P A T E N T B I G H T L A W S . 
T h e recent experience which the far-

mers of this State have had with Pat-
ent R igh t swindling, renders i t proper 
for me to refer to this sub jec t : The 
Pateut Law now upon the s tatute books, 
as interpreted by the courts, mak ing 
the innocent purchaser, or maker of 
any article or implement purchased or 
m i d e in good faith for his own use, 
Without any notice, or even knowledge 
of its being an inf r ingement of a patent 
r ight, liable to be prosecuted for violat-
ing the United State Pa ten t Laws, is 
an outrage upon common sense, a vio-
lation of every principle of justice and 
equity, aud a disgrace to free Republican 
insti tutions. 

For the past twenty years or more, 
the farmers of this State have been 
constructing and using upon the i r 
farms a cheap substitute fo r a f a rm gate, 
in t h e form of a sliding fence panel, 
without molestation, and with no 
knowledge tha t i t had ever been pat-



and ably discussed in the National 
Grange, and Agricultural Colleges, 
experimental farms, schools of technol-
ogy, and agricultural chemistry endors-
ed, and a liberal public policy recom-
mended towards them. I t was also 
the sense of the National Grange that 
the rudiments of practical agriculture 
be introduced and taught in the public 
schools, all of which I fully endorse 
and submit for your consideration. 

The problem which has been so long 
and thoroughly discussed in the Sub-
ordinate and County Granges,—" How 
can the facilities for a higher education 
among farmers ' sons and daughters be 

en ted. No one ever imagined (hat in 
using this " s l id ing gate," that he was 
liable to be prosecuted in the United 
States court, and be compelled to go 
fifty or on» hundred miles from home 
to be tried, until they were called upon 
by the agent of Dale, Bagley & Root, of 
Ypsilanti, and notified that the said 
gate was patented by John C. Lee, of 
Ohio in 1805. and that they owned the 
r ight of this State. The royalty claim-
ed and collected by this firm under 
threats of prosecution was five cents 
upon each acre in a man's farm. Farm-
ers paid under protest, and all Seemed 
to be going well with the firm, unt i l Bro. 
Henry I). Piatt , of Ypsilanti Grange, 
became satisfied that the patent under 
which royalty was being collected, had 
no leg^l existence; and advised the 
farmers to cease paying royalty, and 
form a Mutual Defensi? Association for 
the protection of each others interests. 
The association was formed, and Bro. 
Piatt appointed agent, with power to 
employ counsel, and defend every suit 
commenced against farmers of this 
State for using this gate. The State 

tion, and armed with a decree of the 
U. S. Court of Minnesota. No person 
is safe in purchasing or making any 
article or implement and using it, 
if he has not positive evidence that a 
like article was used by his great 
grandfather, and that no alterations or 
improvements have been made to it 

horses. Seventeen 
rs," or professors of 
itantly employed by 

prospi 

If poor Swedi 
. much for the 

T E N T H C E N S U S O F T H E U N I T I 
S T A T E S . 

The work of taking the Natii 
Census will be commenced the con 
spring, and the Subordinate Grai 
should be reminded of the importi 
of taking an active interest in 

•en of the: 
iras built 
ange hail. r infringement! 

Also, to so am< 
n who has made 
ut for his own i Patrons everywhere, to resist paymen t 

and co-operate in mutual defense. 
Twenty nine suits were commenced, 

and Messrs. Beaks & Cutchen, of De-
troit, and E. P. Allen, of Ypsilanti, 
employed as counsel for the farmers. 
J o h n C. Lee was found, and Ohio and 
other States searched for witnesses. I t 
was found that a patent on this gate 
was also issued to A. C. Teal, of Illinois, 
prior to the Lea ¡latent, and as early as 
Dec. 1st, 1803. i t was also evident that 
the Lee Patent was an inf r ingment up-
on the Teal Patent. The prosecution 
then it appears, purchased the Teal Pat-
ent, and came into court, with supple-
mental bill, to include both patents in 
their case. This was denied by the 
court, and the test case under the Lee 
Patent argued, and dismissed withal 
the other case, on the ground that there 
was no " patentable difference between 
the Lee and the Teal Patents, and that 
the Lee was an infr ingement upon the 

of the 

twenty-one yoi 
ove sixteen "ye T H E A G R I C U L T U R A L C O L L E G E . 

Identified as this institution is > 
ìe interests of education and agri 

Two suits were then commenced on 
the Teal Patent, one against W. H. 
Randall, of Washtenaw County, and 
the other agamst Amos Redmore, of 
Tuscola County. Bro. Piatt appeared 
wih his counsel to defend both cases. 
After a little more than one year in 
court, attended with all the perplexi-
ties of litigation, the case was brought 
to a final hearing, and resulted in a 
decided victory tor the farmers. The 
defence made but one point against the 
Teal Patent, and that was prior use, 
which was proved by a large number 
of witnesses, and to the enure satisfac-
tion of the Court, its use dating back 
fourteen years before the Teal Patent 
was issued. The successful defense of 
these cases has demonstrated the neces-
sity for organized effort,and thoiough co-
operation among farmers for their own 
protection. Bro. Piat t says, " H a d it 
not been for the Grange organization, I 
could have done nothing." Then let 
it be said to the credit and honor of 
this Organization that it has saved to 
the farmers of this State alone a sum 
estimated at more than half a million 
dollars, if computed at five cents per 
acre upon the farms using the gate. 
But these unjust extortions do not stop 
here. More than two hundred suits have 
already been commenced against per-
sons in this State for using the Glenn & 
Hal l clover hullers, which were bought 
in good faith, paid for in full, and the 
r ight to use guaranteed by the manufac-
turer. But now comes John C. Bird-
sell, claiming that these machines 
contained some principal or combina-
tion which infringed upon his patent 
previously obtained, and demand a 
royalty of $100 of every man whoever 
owned an interest in one of these 
machines. He also claims tha t his 
r ight to collect this royalty of innocent 
parties ha s been confirmed by the U. S. 
Circuit Court of the Northern District 
of Ohio. Pa tent right agents are also 
preambulat ing the State, looking after 
•' barbed wire," fence, and every farmer 
who has been pursuaded to buy a 
pound of this barbarous wire, and use 
it upon his farm, will be barbed, by 
these barbarous tramps, under the 
operations of a most barbarous law. I t 
is said t ha t 2,400 suits have already 
been commenced against the farmers 
in Iowa for using this wire. Agents 
are now at work m Indiana and other 

E l e c t i n g a royalty of $10 on 
drive wells, under threats of prosecu-



3 THE GRANGE VISITOR. 

organize anew, or save all tbat is valu-
able from the membership to the living 
ones. One strong, active Grange is 
worth more to the Onler than many 
weak o n e s . One Grange in a town-
ship is generally enough, and in most 
e a s e s a greater number would be dam-
aging to the interests of the Order. 
The strength and permanency of our 
O r g a n i z a t i o n does not depend so much 
upon the number of Granges organized 
or set to work, as upon the stability 
and good work of those now in good 
w o r k i n g order, and in good s t a n d i n g 
with the State Grange. There is a 
great demand for good lecturers in 
the field, and they should be supplied 
bv the State and County Granges. 
The work of reviving dormant 
Granges should be placed 111 the hands 
of the County aud District Granges, 
w h e r e organized ; and where necessary, 
the strong arm of the biute Grange 
should be extended and render all 
necessary aid. 

« R A N G E V I S I T O R . 

Thpre is no occasion for me to call 
v o u r attention to the value and useful-
n e s s of the- G R A N G E VISITOR. I t s a p -
preciation by our members is demon-
strated by the success which lias at-
tended its publication, and the wide-
spread circulation it has attained. It 
should be enlarged as fast as its finan-
cial standing will justify. 

Many of the Subordinate Granges ap-
propriate.! from the Grange Treasury 
•v sufficient amount of money to place 
"the GRANGE VISITOR in e v e r y f a m i l y 
connected with the Grànge, free ol cost 
to the fauiilv, and find the investment 
a paying one. Let this method ¡or 
encouraging its circulation be gener-
ally adopted, and the question will be 
no'longer asked, " How can ths mem-
bers of the Grange be kept interested 
in its w o r k ? " 
T H E A G R I C U L T U R A L D E P A R T M E N T A T 

W A S H I N G T O N . 
I t is most gratifying to me to be able to 
announce to you with confidence, that 
the experiments which have been pros-
ecuted by the present Commissioner 
of Agriculture, in manufacturing sugar 
from Sorghum Sugar Cane, and other 
saccharine plants, have been re-
warded with success, and the interest 
ing fact developed that sugar can be 
manufactured from the common sor-
ghum, which grows so prolificali}- in 
our State, of as good a quality, and at 
as great a profit, as from the best sugar 
cane of Louisiana, thus creating a new 
industry for the farmers of the whole 
country, which must add not only 
to the material interests of the farmers 
but to the wealth of the nation and 
the general prosperity of the people. 
Congress should be petitioned lor an 
increased appropriation for this depart-
ment, and the question ol 'making it a 
Department of the Government, with 
its Commissioner a member ot the 
Cabinet, should be pressed with renew-
ed energy. 

The foregoing are among the many 
important questions which will demand 
your attention. May y o u r deliberations 
be harmonious, your conclusions wise, 
and the interests of agriculture and our 
Organization promoted. 

J . J . W O O D M A N . 

Large Estates in California-
Large landed estates held by individ-

uals is, next to the Chinese, the greatest 
curse of the state. The estates should 
be divided up into little farms. I am in 
favor of no person holding giore than 
160 acres, 500,000 farms of this size sup-
porting from 5,000,000 to 6,000,000 peo-
ple. California lias vine country enougn 
to make from $1,000,000 to $2,000,000 per 
vear, and support 5,000,000 people; and 
if Congress would give us laws encour-
aging the growth of vines and tne matt-
ing o'f wines and brandies, we could save 
to the United States $100,000,000 every 
year. That is one of the remedies to 
employ the surplus muscle machinery 
drives out of our workshops. I would 
have the large farms cut up. t h e con-
stitution should be so amended that 
when the owner of a large farm aies, 
it should be cut up and sold in 160-acre 
lots to the highest bidder. The hours 
of labor should be reduced until all tne 
surplus labor is employed, even to uve 
hours a day if necessary.- Sacramento 
Ree. 

Report of Committee to examine into 
the Workings of the btate Agri-

cul tural Coslege. 

To the Master and Members of the 
Michigan Stale Grange 

Arithmetical toast: The fair daughters 
of this land: May they add virtue.to 
beauty, subtract envy from friendship, 
multiply amiable accomplishments uy 
sweet temper, divide time by economy, 
and reduce scandal to its lowest denom-
ination. 

The undersigned committee appoint-
ed at our last session of the State 
Grange to examine and investigate the 
workings of the State Agricultural Col-
lege would respectfuly submit for your 
consideration the following report:— 
Prefacing it with a few quotations from 
the Constitution of 1850. and the organ-
ic acts of the State and National Legis-
latures throurrli which it came into be-
ing, and from which it has and is to 
receive its principal support. 

Our Constitution says in Article 13, 
The Legislature shall, as soon as practi-
cable, provide for the establishment of 
an Agricultural school. 

After the adoption of this Constitu-
tion the Legislature proceeded to act 
upon the mandate thus made in the or-
ganic law, and, with such means and 
facilities P,S they alone could originate, 
succeeded in opening the school under 
the euphonious name of "Michigan 
Agricultural College," in May, 1857. 
Making it the child of the State, and 
on it dependent for its support and per-
petuity. 

Our'National Congress passed a law, 
which was approved July 2, 1862, do-
nating to each State public lands to the 
amount of 36,000 acres for each of its 
Senators and Representatives in Con-
gress according to the census of 1860, 
for the endowment, support and main-
tenance of at least one college where 
the leading interest shall be, without 
excluding the scientific aud classical 
studies, and including military tactics, 
to teach such branches of learning as 
are related to agriculture and the me-
chanic arts. 

The Legislature accepted this grant 
and bestowed it upon the Agricultural 
College. 

By its provisions the College has re-
ceived 235,673.37 acres of land, 80,121.46 
acres of which have been sold, giving a 
fund of $275,104.28 the interest of which 
is applied to the support of the teach-
ing force of the College. 

With these preliminaries before us we 
may the more readily determine the 
benefits derived from it in the past, and 
its capabilities for the future, " it prop-
erly managed," for conferring a higher 
education for the rising generations of 
agriculturalists of our State, bearing in 
mind, as we review its history, that it. 
was the first in its conception and or-
ganization in these United Slates, aud 
obliged to rear itself without a prece-
dent, That mistakes have been made 
in its mangement at times all admit. 

That it did not meet the expectations 
of the agricultural and mechanical 
classes was a self-evident fact, the caus-
es for which may be traced after these 
many years. 

First,among the many causes were the 
varied plans among the many who had 
voice and took an official part in its 
structure. I t was first committed to 
the care of the State Board of Educa-
tion, scarcely one of whom ever had a 
practical knowledge of agriculture, or 
would push forward with zeal and 
fidelity snch measures as would quick-
est develop a well defined system for an 
agricultural education. 

In 1861 the Legislature created the 
State Board of Agriculture, and vested 
in them the management of the College 
and farm. This was an improvement 
over the other, inasmuch as they had 
but this one college upon their hands, 
and free from all conflicting interests. 
This board is appointed by the Govern-
or of the State two every two years, 
and it is safe to conclude that lie selects 
the very best men for the place. \ \ e, 
as tillers of the soil should be satisfied, 
inasmuch as a majority of every board 
have been fully identified with us in 
like occupation. 

Another and potenteause ot estrange-
ment oil the part of many intelligent 
friends agricultural education was 
the minor or secondary position that 
real agriculture accupied in the early 
history of the College, the location 
ha, much to do with this. The dense 
forest had to be cleared away before 
agriculture proper could be taught or 
developed. But we cannot shut -four 
eyes to the fact that very indefini tand 
i in perfect ideas prevailed lor the first 

a f e f f i a s s s s t e s : 
way along At theslow progress made, 

many good farmers, perhaps not will-
ing to make proper allowance for the 
difficulties in the way, became impa-
tient and were prepared to turn their 
backs upon it and pronounce it a fail-
ure. We think this sentiment affected 
the College in turn, and for a time was 
not as agricultural in feeling as it 
might have been. But whatever may 
have been the mistake on the one side 
or the other in the past, we call now 
safely say that a bond of sympathy has 
been established between the College 
and the live, progressive fanners of the 
State. There is a feeling that they oc-
cupy a common platform—are laboring 
in a common cause. 

Your Committee were present at the 
commencement exercises in Novem-
ber, and it affords us great pleasure to 
assure the State Grange that all of the 
many fine orations were intended to 
promote agriculture and elevate the 
agriculturist. They were imbued with 
the right spirit, and whatewr the Col-
lege may have been, or supposed to 
have been in the past, it is most surely 
agricultural now. 

Another drawback, and it was the 
legitimate result of the preceeding caus-
es. was the persistent and determined 
effort- on the part of politicians, legisla-
tors, lawyers and doctors throughout 
the State to build up the University at 
the expense of the Agricultural College, 
and the history of State legislation 
shows that where the Agricultural Col-
lege has received aid from the State to 
the amount of a thousand dollars for 
building, or apparatus, the University 
has received five thousand or more, aud 
this in the face of the fact that the ag-
ricultural interests of the State repre-
sent seven-tenths of its population, and 
more than three-fifths of its wealth. 

What other causes can be assigned 
that will bear the light of investigation 
than these we have named which have 
worked this inequality of benefits. 
Where is the refined and cultivated 
mind, lover of rural pursuits, who docs 
not-sec our hopes for the future resting 
largely on the intelligence of the rural 
population. 

This element properly educated, 
taught to reduce their every effort to a 
systematic and scientific conclusion 
would soon change the order of society, 
aud, we would not. in the future, as in 
the past, blush to see our brothers and 
sisters in rural life belittled in their 
calling, or efforts made to reduce them 
to "hewers of wood and drawers of 
water " to build up the professions. We 
would not be -humiliated any more by 
men we had elevated to the honorable 
positions of legislators, to look after the 
best interests of the whole people, by 
their persistent and undisguised oppo-
sition to evrey measure tending to make 
the profession of agriculture or mechan-
ics the peer of any of the other profes-
sions. 

Your Committee thought it prop-
er to make the foregoing statements ol 
facts as they have occurred in the past 
history of the College before entering 
upon the report proper. 

Our first visit to the College was in 
May, the very last of the month. Un-
fortunately for us, it was vacation with 
the students and we were not favored 
with listening to their class exercises, 
but in place thereof we spent a day 
profitably to us, at least, in looking 
over the farm, the farm buildings, the 
farm improvements, the stock, the 
buildings and their adaptability tor the 
uses designed ; the several departments 
of study with their facilities, or want of 
facilities for illustrating them; their 
library for reference or general reading, 
and their home most dear to eyery stu-
dent. We shall speak of these in the 
order named, nothing extenuating or 
witholding. 

T H E F A K M 
comprises some six or seven hundred 
acres, very little of which by uature 
would be classed as first quality (or 
farming purposes, some have question-
ed the selection, we content ourselves 
with the belief that the professors ot ag-
riculture and engineering will not ior_ 
these many years be obliged to go from 
off the farm to find suitable material 
from which to illustrate to their respect-
ive classes the principle of drainage in 
all its diversified methods, nor will the 
professor in agriculture lack room lor 
experiments with all the raw and man-
ufactured masses of manure the farm 
is capable of producing, with a liberal 
percentage of the minerals, phosphates, 
kud super-phosphates thrown m 

By this we do not wish to be under-
stood that the laud is poor, far fro™ -*, 
but that it requres out-lay of time and 
money to take from it its surplus water, 

and stimulents to bring into activity 
the dormant energies of its vegetable 
and mineral desposits, before it will 
rank up to many Michigan farms in 
fertility. To this cause alone may be 
traced many of the complaints that 
have been made against the College 
farming, not giving credit even to the 
great expense and out-lay in clearing, 
ditching, and reclaiming from an un-
broken wilderness. 

F A R M I M P R O V E M E N T S . 
These have their significance, as an 

index to the mind, or minds, that plan 
and carry into execution the general 
outlay or feature of any location. 

For convenience and generally utility 
the farm has been well sub-divided, the 
farm buildings so located as not to in-
terfere with the College, or garden, 
grounds—all easily accessible to water, 
and mid-way with the improved por-
tions, Fences were well built and in 
good state of preservation. These im-
improvements have beeti made mate-
rially with students' labor, conferring 
in return a money value, by which the 
student has been able to defray some of 
his expenses while pursuing his 
studies. Of barns, sheds, out-houses, 
and other conveniences, it is not neces-
sary to speak further than to say that 
they are up to the requirements and 
wants of the farm. 

S T O C K . 

The stock of the farm is varied in 
kinds, as it should be, and it would be 
a great pleasure for us, could we truth-
fully do so, to report them all as being 
of the very best type of their species; 
they have served, however, to illustrate 
most of the peculiarities existing be-
tween the different breeds, and the 
time has come when your committee 
believe a radical change could be made, 
from which students would derive equal 
benefits, and the farm increased profits. 

Were we permitted to stock the farm 
for the benefit of students, and for 
profit to the farm and College, we 
would close out from the cattle every-
thing except a cow or a heifer for each 
of the diffarent breeds, and this should 
be of the highest type, the specimen 
animal. We would, secondly, add as 
many milch cows of the best milking 
breeds and strains as necessary to sup-
plv the farm and College with milk. 
With these wc would associate the best 
male shor t -horn obtainable. From 
this selection they could raise some 
excellent beet auimals, with now and 
then one that would replenish the 
dairy. The balance necessary to con-
sume the fodder and provide manure 
for the farm, should be made up of 
thrifty young bullocks, for grazing and 
feeding. This practice would meet 
every requirement of the College, and 
at the close of each year the balance in 
the treasury, we apprehend, would be 
much more satisfactory than at present 
managed as a breeding farm lor im-
proved cattle, as personal and individ-
ual enterprise will always keep them in 
the background. 

The flocks of the farm should be kept 
for the purpose of wool and mutton 
only, and the breed that proves most 
healthy and profitable for these two 
purposes should be adopted. I h e 
same rule will apply equally with 
swine. . . 

If experiments are called for in tne 
feeding of domestic animals (and we 
believe in them, and further believe 
that the College is the place to carry 
tbem out,) they can readily be obtained, 
if not ou hand. 

C O L L E G E B U I L D I N G S . 

Some of them are inadequate to the 
wants of the institution, especially in 
case of increase, notably College Halt 
this is the oldest; buill when the Col-
lege was started, now occupied tor 
chapel, library, President's and Secre-
tary's offices, museums, zoological labo-
ratory, and class rooms for zoology and 
botany. I t will soon be relieved ot the 
last, as a new hall is in course ot con-
struction for the botanical department. 
This may possibly be utilized tor the 
class in surveying and engineering, as 
the class rooms have been so fully occu-
pied that there was no place tor this 
only as they used the evening, when 
others were off duty. 

D E P A R T M E N T S T U D I E S A N D L A B O R S . 
In the chemical department we made 

but a brief call. The reputation of 
Prof. Kedzie as a lecturer and teacher 
in this branch of science ju«tifies u , in 
saying that the chair is well-fi led and 
will compare favorably with the best 
in the country. His analysis o .Claw-
son wheat alone saved to the farmers 
of Michigan in one year more than 
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three-fourths of a million of dollars, 
estimating the retained value at five 
cents yer bushel; and this established 
value has continued to the present, and 
to-day it is taken as extra white, in-
stead of No. 3 red, as contemplated by 
the Miller's Association and the differ-
ent Boards of Trade in the country. 
D E P A R T M E N T OK ZOOLOGY A N D ENTO-

MOLOGY. 

Here we found Prof. Cook busy with 
the classification and arranging of the 
various representations of the dead past 
as it pertains to and comes within his 
scope of teaching, here giving a like-
ness of a certain species of the animal 
kingdom now nearly extinct, or there 
exhibiting a part of the structure, and 
from that determining its class, order, 
or family. Here, too, we find him fol-
lowing the anatomy of insects, their 
transformation, development and clas-
sification, providing remedies to check 
them in their devasting ravages on 
vegetation, thereby conferring lasting 
benefits to the husbandman. 

Of the Department of Botany and 
Horticnlture, your Committee can 
speak uuderstandingly, for we have 
tin- work of the department visible to 
to the senses. 

We call your attention to the experi-
mental gardeu of forestry. Here are 
some 300 species of trees" and shrubs 
from all parts of the world, being test-
ed and acclimated, if possible, to be of 
use for mechanical, ornamental, or 
other productive purposes. 

First impressions would say that all 
this was of little value save for orna-
ment. 

Your committee do not look upon it 
in this light. With all our present re-
sources it will be but a few years at 
most before many of our farms in Mich-
igan will be perfectly denuded of tim-
ber. 

Many will resort to the planting of 
groves, if they can do it with the assur-
ance of success. With this problem 
solved beforehand, the work would be 
easy of accomplishment. Again, the 
method and conditions by which many 

f our trees and shrubs arc propagated 
from seed, the long and tedious process, 
the period of waiting, would render 
hope hopeless to any but an enthusiast. 
We look upon this experiment, if fol-
lowed up, as one that will be of great 
value to the comiug generation. 

In another place we found 175 varie-
ties of forage plants, grasses, clovers, 
and miliits being tested to determine 
their hardiness and vaiue to propagate 
for general purposes in the Stale. And 
in another, a wild garden, were 400 
species of wild plants, American and 
European, inimicable to pond, bog, 
shade, and sun, ail interesting in their 
peculiarities and structure,—many of 
them as insectiforous plants, others for 
their climbing and twining habits; 
some for medicinal, aud others for 
economic purposes. They are found 
very useful for fertilizing and hybridiz-
ing plants, a system destined in the 
near future to bring many new and 
valuable things to light. 

Another valuable feature of this de-
partment is the thorough test given 

. the feeding roots, not only in thegrow-
ing, as to quality, quantity, and ex-
pense, but their comparative value for 
feeding, as determined by strict analy-
sis. 

In originating new varieties of po-
tatoes from the seed the department 
basdone agood work. Of the hundred 
or more sports developed by the first 
planting of balls, there are but few that 
take to improvement by successive 
planting; from these continued trials 
some 25 varieties have become so far 
established as to warrant their intro 
ductiou to the public for a further test 
on the different soils in the State. 

In the seedling nursery of large and 
small fruits many very interesting ex-
periments are annually carried forward 
by the students in the practice of graft-
ing. budding, layering, crossing, hy-
bridizing, aud fertilizaiion.bringingout 
new species.improving varieties chang-
ing forms aud habits, thereby giving to 
the horticulture of the State new theo-
ries. new practices, and new results not 
heretofore reached. 

In the arbor we found about a hun-
dred varieties of grapes beiug propa 
gat 'd . We learned that 41 of the varie-
ties ripened the last fall. 

The orchaiding on the farm is well 
cared for by this department; it is only 
fair, probably more underdraining aud 
manure would improve it. 

Lastly in this department we came 
to the greenhouse, with its thousand or 
more of native, foreign, and exotic 
plants. These are selected and propa-

gated for their flowering qualities and 
economic purposes. Who of the peo-
ple of the land, visiting the College or 
farm that does not pay a visit to the 
greenhouse? Who that enters its port-
als and surveys tiie magnificence of 
design, the profundity of nature, uuder 
the directing hand of the trained bot-
anist, that does not, come out a better 
man ? 

As a means to an end, and that end 
the elevation of thoughts and affec-
tions from things earthly to things 
heavenly and divine, there is nothing 
more powerful than flowers. They say-
to the boisterous, bickering spirit of 
unrest, peace, be still. To the despond-
ent., dejected sou! who has drained the 
cup of sorrow to its dregs, "look up, 
doth not our Heavenly Father watch 
over Ihee. If He thus cares for the lillies 
of the field, will he less care for those 
he has created in 1 lis owu image ?" 

We say, then.give us the greenhouse, 
wi thal! of ¿is humanizing influences, 
with all of its practical facilities for 
testing seeds and plants, its economic 
value to the farmer in this particular is 
beyond comparison, and it can he made 
available to him by simply asking, Has 
lie doubt as to the fertility of his seed 
for any particular crop, he can forward 
a sample, and have it tested, and kuow 
of a certainty whether he is sowing 
good seed or bad, saving to hjmself per-
haps hundreds of dollars on one single 
crop. 

With the new hall now being erected 
for this department, we see 110 reason 
why it shall not compare favorably 
with the best in these United States, 
although on a smaller scale. 

Our report of the farm must necessari-
ly be brief: 

It is here that the jester has exhaust-
ed his wit, and the chronic grumbler 
indulged his propensity to his heart's 
content. By a resort to these methods 
undue prejudice has been aroused,often 
with a purpose of influeucing^legislatiou 
in regard to the College. We have no 
sympathy with the demand so often 
made (hat the College should be a pay-
ing institution, or, in other words, 
should return to the State in dollars, 
dollar for dollar, all that it receives! 
But that it should always teach and 
practice the highest type of profitable 
farming, we mean in crops and stock, 
not in its experiments. 

A majority of your Committee made 
three visits to the farm during the crop 
season. We noted carefully what was 
being done aud how it was done, aud 
with these opportunities for observa 
tiou, and as practical farmers of many 
years' experience, we desire to bear 
willing testimony to the fact that, 
taken as a whole, the farming is well 
and judiciously done. 

The fields are well laid off, rotation of 
crops judiciously observed, all of which 
we cheerfully commend. Yet with all 
of these things before us we could not 
close our eyes to a few slight defects. 
Critics have noted some of them, have 
magnified them, heralded them abroad 
as if they were the rule, and not the 
exception, while the facts were the re-
verse. I t is with the hope of removing 
these defects in the fu 'u .e that we al-
lude to them here. These, or similar 
ones have been made the pretext for 
criticism in the past; overcome them, 
and the attack loses its force. 

When we visited the College and 
farm in May, a wheel cultivator had 
just commenced work in the cornfield. 
The ground had been well prepared for 

the crop. The rows siraight and the 
hills true, everything favorable for a 
model job of corn cultivating. I t is due 
to trutn to say that that work was not 
being done well. The cultivator was 
not run close enough to the hills, a 
broad space of uudisiurbed earth was 
left the whole length of the rows. We 
regard it of essential importance that 
the earth should be stirred to the plant 
when it is small. When we were there 
the last of June the field was free from 
weeds but the corn was small" and fee-
ble. In November we again looked 
over the field, the crop had been har-
vesied. No weeds had been permitted 
to go to seed. We enquired after the 
crop and found that 39 oushels of shell-
ed corn to the acre had been seemed. 
We thought, and still think, that a few 
bushels to each acre might have been 
a.ided by the best of culture when very-
small. We attach no importance to 
this so far as the income to the farm is 
concerned. We were told that it was 
an employee, and not a professor or 
student that was doing the cultivating, 
but the student was looking on, and, 
as we have said before, it he would at-
tain the highest success he should have 
the best type before him for a model. 

Some things in a pasture field struck 
the eye unpleasantly. The field is 
rather new, and the stumps not sttfli-
centlv decayed to remove with profit, 
but there were old logs that marred the 
view, and we could not suppress the 
wish that they were burned and out of 
sight. 

We are aware that these are slight 
defects, where there is so much that is 
excellent, yet they mar the model. 

We allude to these things in kindness 
for we are proud to know that this is 
the farmers' College. I ts future de-
pends on the farmers of the State. 

Who will look after the educate nal in-
terest of the three fifths of the children 
of the State whose calling must be that 
of farming, if not your brother farmers. 
As an Order, we lay great stress upon 
the education of our "children, upon 
educating ourselves in our calling, 
making no distinction in sex. What 
provision has been made for the educa-
tion of our "daughters in the College? 
Virtually none, while the law did hot 

prohibit, surrounding circumstances 
would not permit No dormitories to 
shelter, or Matron to guide and watch 
over them : they might betteV look to 
the country school for aid. 

While the State Board of Agriculture 
and the faculty of the College asked this 
thousands of the Order petitioned for 
it. Our requests were unheeded. There 
was value, there was merit in making 
female doctors, lawyers, ministers, and 
literary madaraes in the University, 
but there was no merit in educating a 
young lady in the Agricultural College 
to fit her for the stern duties of life as 
a teacher, a mother, or matron. 

We thank God that in spile of unfav-
orable circumstances in legislation or 
surroundings, we have witnessed one 
indomitable spirit, who has surmounted 
every difficulty, worked her way 
through the prescribed course of study, 
and graduated at last commencement 
with credit to herself, and an honor to 
the State. 

In conclusion, your committee are 
impressed with the importance of sus-
taining the Agricultural College. In 
it only : can we center our hopes for 
giving our sous and daughters a higher 
—scientific course of study, above the 
common school—a fitting that will 
prepare them for leaders and exem-
plars in any neighborhood or commu-
nity in which their lot may he cast—a 
fitting that will exemplify to the world 
that true greatness, nobility of charac-
ter, and genuine manhood is speeding 
the plow ; and it, in return, through 
its well directed course, is upheaving 
new strata, new combinations on 
which to feed—a new element in socie-
t y , R E D E E M E D H U S B A N D R Y , t h e p e e r 
ofthe professions. 

We speak unders tanding^ when we 
say to you tiiat the College is worthy 
of your best efforts in its behalf. I t is 
worthy of your patronage, ifyou des ;gn 
to fit your sons and daughters for the 
farm. Her teachings in the class-
room, on the farm, in the library, in 
the reading room, through her cabinets 
and conservatories, all tend to teach 
you agriculture in the full acceptation 
of the term. 

I t is worthy of your united effort as 
tax payers and electors of the State, to 
see that she has equal justice done her 
through our Legislatuie, in providing 
buildings, in supplying apparatus, and 
rendering facilities for teaching com-
mensurate with the population depen-
dent on her for an education. 

And last, but not least, cease not to 
work until the State has provided a 
chair of vetinary science, through 
which skillful practicioners may be 
raised for the relief of our dumb ani-
mals when sick. The farmers of the 
State are now at the mercy of empyr-
ics and montebanks. There is no 
one interest of more importance before 
the people than this. 

All of 
mitted. 

which is respectfully sub-

F . M . H O L L O W A Y , 
C . G . L U C E , 
J . W E B S T E R C H I L D S , 

Commit,! ee. 

The great railroad thne-killer is the 
game of euchre. This is an amusement 
which four otherwise respectable and 
considerate citizens see which can yell 
the loudest and do the most to disturb a 
car full of passengers. The game con-
sists in handing around a certain number 
of pieces of pasteboard with pictures on 
and then slapping down your fists, stamp-
ing your feet, and howling in a discord-
ant chorus every time a trick is taken. 
Quite appropriately is a "Jack" the best 
card BI the game. 

The £range a Conservative Power. 

When a boy of sixteen years I re-
member listening to a debate carried on 
by men with whom I was acquainted, 
regarding the extension of territory! 
Should the government purchase ad-
ditional lands, thus adding to our 
square miles, and our Western territo-
ries become populated, one President 
with his constitutional advisers will be 
uuable to control and govern the peo-
ple, and this country will necessarily 
become divided, or, as countries of old, 
be divided up into petty kingdoms, and 
our United States of America become a 
name merely of the past, and this once 
happy people go on record as a fallen 
nation. 

In looking back over the past years 
and seeing the increased prosperity of 
out' country,the standing she has attain-
ed in comparison with other countries— 
yet notwithstanding this, the war of 
the rebellion, and later the election of 
president, which agitated our land, 
shook this nation from center to cir-
cumference. 

Then the question will often arise 
in our minds, what assuranc-e have we 
that this republic will stand to see the 
close of another century of its life, 
much less be a great political power 
for ages to come ? Or that our great 
cities, destined some of them perhaps 
to be the gieat commercial cities of the 
world,may riot become like the cities of 
the old world to-day, which were once 
great in power? 

When the doctrine was promulgated 
that all men were born free and equal, 
and that the foundations of this new 
republic was to be laid in the principles 
of equal justice, every citizen endowed 
with the same rights and equal before 
the law, we find that the great men 
of Kurope prophesying that this form 
of government was Utopian, and would 
not stand the trial of a generation. 
This subject presents itself more forci-
bly to our minds when we find wise 
men of Kurope to-day giving as their 
opinion that the disaster is only pro-
longed by increased prosperity as a na-
tion and people. While our untilled 
acres are yet unpopulated this danger 
will be averted; because, financial 
troubles may come, internal commo-
tions may exist, but we as a people can 
always find relief by labor seeking our 
unoccupied and uncultivated lands, 
thus becoming purchaseis as well as 
consumers. 

Thoughtful men always look ahead 
aud see the breakers, aud at once look 
about them for means to avert the dis-
aster. So in this case, look about 
you and see the many institutions of 
learning in our northern and western 
States. With the increase of popula-
tion these institutions keep apace, edu-
cating the young to higher and nobler 
walks in lire. 

Look to the Grange in these States 
with its iucreased prosperity, Michigan 
adding largely to tins number. This 
land endangered when our people are 
fast becoming educated, and when he 
casts his ballot, does so intelligently 
and understanding^ ? 

The future destiiiy and prosperity of 
this nation, the honest preparation and 
management of her political cam-
paigns, rests largely with the farmers. 
The farmer had lelt that he would be-
come contaminated, if he took an act-
ive part in political ailairs. But it 
\yould seem wiser to us if he would en-
ter the political arena, and by honest 
agd imiepeudent action, help clear 
political contests of the contaminating 
influences which surround them. Give 
a mau ahomesiead, and as soon as he 
realizes it is his own he becomes an in-
dependent man, and if need be he will 
shouHer his musket, his country's wel-
fare to defend. When we find men in 
our congressional halls, whoopenly say, 
'• We are not of you, neither with you, 
that there are no United Stales of 
America, only iu name," it will awak-
en thoughts that one cannot avert or 
banish at will. This question is not 
partisan. We have avoided party. 
We are strictly prohibited political dis-
cussion in the Order, yet under this it is 
a well settled fact tha t there is a silent 
political power underlying the Grange. 
Not in making or inducing democratic 
or republican principles, but in divert-
ing our minds, and all meeting on one 
common level to obliterate all party 
prejudices. May we come together as 
farmers and farmers' families, aud help 
to make the Grange interesting and 
prosperous, thus enjoying the privi-
leges, social aud intellectual, whi,-h it 
e x t e n d s to us . GRANGER. 

W H I T E L A K E , N O V . 1 s t , 1879 . 



MASTER'S REPORT. 

Worthy Patrons, and Members of the 
Michigan State Grange : 
Time, in its on ward march , has again 

called us together in our A n n u a l Ses-
sion, to consider mat ters re la t ing to t he 
present condition aud fu tu re prosperi ty 
of our great agr icul tural organizat ion. 

T h e presen yea r has been one of un-
usual prosperi ty to t he h u s b a n d m a n . 
T h e ear th has yielded a bount i fu l har-
vest as a reward for fa i thful and intelli-
gent labor ; and fair prices for fa rm 
produce has had a t endency to l iberate 
capital and force i t in to t he channe l s of 
active business. 

Again we rejoice a t the sound of t he 
carpenter ' s h a m m e r , the r ing of the 
anvil , the smoke of the furnace , and 
t he hum of t he spindle . Confidence is 
being restored, debts paid , mor tgages 
discharged, or reduced to a lower ra te 
of interest , and t he f a rmer begins t o 
see t he l ight behind the cloud a n d t he 
" bow of promise " in t he heavens . 

For this r e tu rn ing prosperi ty , and 
other k indred blessings, let us render 
grateful acknowledgements to God, a n d 
invoke H i s aid aud gu idance in the 
work before us. 

Al though our Organizat ion has h a d 
au existence of near ly twelve years in 
this count ry , a n d seven in th i s State , 
and our Declarat ion of Purposes pub-
lished to t he world, ye t t hey do no t 
seem to be well understood by those 
"outside the ga tes , " and some m e m b e r s 
of our Order do no t fu l ly apprec ia te t he 
importance of t he h igh and noble pur -
poses for which we are organized, and 
their bear ing upon t he present a n d fu-
ture agr icul tural interests in th i s coun-
try. 

If t he fa rmers of our m u c h favored 
land fail to ga ther wisdom from the 
history of the unorganized agr icu l ture 
of t he Old Wor ld , and p e r m i t o thers to 
do their reading, the i r t h i n k i n g , the i r 
wri t ing, the i r speaking , their business, 
and the i r legislation, it wil l n o t re-
quire the g i f t of a p rophe t to tell w h a t 
their fu tu re will be. 

The his tory of the Old W o r l d h a s 
been but t he h is tory of oppression to 
the tiller of t he soil. K e has been de-
prived of t he o w n e r s h i p of t he soil he 
cultivates—reduced to a m e r e t enan t , a 
serf, dependen t upon the will of h is 
lord and mas te r , w h o fixes t he price 
upon the products of h is labor, t he reby 
circumscribing h is act ion and m a k i n g 
him dependen t upon h i s -wi l l . H e is 
thus deprived of t h e r i g h t to s t and u p 
in the " image of h i s M a k e r , " and pr ide 
of his manhood, and show h imse l f t he 
peer of others in social life, in te l lectual 
culture, business relat ions, aud political 
influence. 

T h e following, f rom our "Dec la ra t ion 
of Purposes ," should be well consid-
ered and understood : 

" T o develop a better a n d h ighe r 
manhood and womanhood a m o n g our-
selves. To enhance t h e comfor ts and 
attractions of our homes , and s t reng th-
en our a t t a c h m e n t to our pursu i t . T o 
foster mu tua l u n d e r s t a n d i n g and co-
operation. To buy less and produce 
more, in order to m a k e our homes self-
sustaining. T o d ivers i fy our crops, a n d 
crop no more t h a n w e can cul t ivate . 
To condense t he we igh t of our exports , 
selling less in t he bushel , a n d more on 
hoof and in t he fleece. To systematize 
our work a u d calculate in te l l igen t ly on 
probabilities. To d i scountenance the 
credit sys tem, t h e mor tgage s y s t e m , t h e 
fashion system and every o ther system 
tending to prodigal i ty and bank rup t cy . 
To bring producers and consumers , 
farmers and manufac tu re r s , into t he 
most direct and f r i end ly . re la t ions pos-
sible. 

To encourage t he bu i ld ing of ra i l -
roads, canals, a u d to open out t he chan -
nels in Na tu re ' s g rea t ar ter ies , so tha t 
the life blood of commerce m a y flow 
freely. 

" To remove t he an tagon i sm between 
capital aud labor by common consen t 
and a wise s ta tesmansh ip . 

"To oppose excessive salaries, h igh 
rate of interest , and exo rb i t an t per cent 
profits in t rade. T o suppress personal , 
local, sectional and na t iona l prejudices, 
all unhea l thy r iva l ry , and all selfish 
ambit ion. To encourage educat ion 
among ourselves, and for our ch i ld ren , 
by all j u s t means in our power , a n d to 
advocate for our Agr icu l tu ra l a u d I n -
dustrial Colleges tha t pract ical agr icul-
ture, domestic science, a u d all the ar ts 
which adorn t h e home , be t a ugh t iu 
their courses of s tudy . To induce 
farmers to take a more act ive par t in 

the polities of t he count ry , and to work 
for good in t he political part ies to 
which t hey belong, pu t t i ng down 
bribery, corrupt ion and tr ickery, and to 
see t h a t h o n e s t m e n , w h o will unf l inch-
ingly s tand by our industr ia l interests , 
a re nomina ted for positions of t rust , 
and to ca r ry out t he pr inciple which 
should a lways characterize every Pa-
t ron, t h a t the office should seek the man, 
and not the man the office.'' 

F o r the accompl i shment of these 
g r and purposes, our Subordinate, Coun-
ty, State, aud Nat ional Granges are la-
bor ing and insp i r ing the i r members to 
read, t h i n k , s tudy, investigate, discuss, 
and act for themse lves ; to .extend their 
acquaintance, not only a m o n g success-
fu l business farmers, bu t a m o n g busi-
ness men engaged in other pursu i t s in 
life. T h e Granges arc but so m a n y 
schools, where ques t ions relat ing to 
practical fa rming , pract ical business, 
and all t he diversified interests of agri-
cul ture , a re discussed ; and where mor-
al cul ture , social ref inement , and men t -
al powers are developed. T h r o ' these 
and o ther k indred influences connected 
wi th t h e work of our . Order, f a rmers 
have been inspired wi th a laudable 
ambit ion to excel in the i r profession ; 
and are e m u l a t i n g wor thy examples , 
and ut i l iz ing pract ical ideas in t he cul-
t ivat ion, managemen t , and o ther busi-
ness relations connectcd wi th t h e f a rm. 

A s the results of t h i s work, f a rms are 
better cult ivated ; labor-saving imple-
m e n t s and m a c h i n e r y are more gener-
ally used ; fertilizers are more p ruden t -
ly saved, better prepared, and more in-
tel l igently applied to t h e soil a n d t he 
g rowing crops ; crops are more diversi-
fied, a n d more sys temat ica l ly rotated ; 
stock upon t he fa rms has been improved 
and t he a m o u n t raised and kep t largely 
inc reased ; noxious weeds h a v e been 
eradiqated f rom the fields, the fcnce-
rows, a n d t he h i g h w a y s ; fences and 
bui ld ings have been repaired, and home 
su r round ings made m o r e convenien t , 
p leasant and comfortable. T h e cult iva-
t iun of f ru i t s a n d flowers h a v e been en-
couraged, a d d i n g to t he income of the 
fa rm a n d the a t t rac t ions of home. F a m -
ily circles are enl ivened w i th music, 
and readings, and amusements , and 
useful conversat ion. A c q u a i n t a n c e s 
are extended, and t h e social m i n g l i n g 
of f r iends a n d ne ighbors increased. 
F a m i l y jars, and dissensions, and sepa-
ra t ions have been prevented, ne ighbor-
hood d i sagreements h a v e been settled, 
and l i t igation avoided. 

Librar ies have been established, 
and t h e reading of agr icul tura l j ou r -
nals encouraged. To t h i s record of 
progress mus t be added t he inter-
est ing fact, t ha t d u r i n g t he pas t 
few years, and since our organiza-
t ion has had an exis tence and an in-
fluence in t h i s State , t h e product ive-
ness of t he fa rms has been most won-
der fu l ly increased by better cult ivation 
and more thorough and sys temat ic 
f a r m i n g ; and th i s too d u r i n g a t i m e of 
t he greates t financial depression ever 
k n o w n in the his tory of th i s count ry . 

I t would be a s s u m i n g too m u c h to 
c la im t h a t all these results h a v e been 
accomplished who l ly t h r o u g h t he in-
fluence of our Organizat ion. Agr icu l -
tu ra l journa l s , societies, fairs, farmers ' 
clubs, and our Agr icu l tu ra l College, 
w i t h its sys tem of fa rmers ' ins t i tu tes , 
h a v e done the i r fu l l sha re of t he work, 
and should receive our full and earnest 
s u p p o r t ; but t he work aud inf luence of 
these organiza t ions and ins t i tu t ions 
are comparat ively l oca l ; and in addi-
t ion to all these, we w a n t an organiza-
t ion perfect in all i t s par ts t h rough 
w h i c h we can u n i t e our efforts in pro-
tect ing our r igh t s and elevat ing our 
profession, an organizat ion, capable 
of g rasp ing wi th , g r ea t quest ions of 
publ ic policy, command respect in both 
Sta te aud Nat ion , and m a k e its influ-
ence felt. Such a n organization is t he 
Order of Pa t rons of H u s b a n d r y , and 
the work i t has a l ready u n d e r t a k e n 
and accomplished, has demonst ra ted 
both i t s in f luence and its necessi ty. 

I n several of t he Wes te rn States t he 
f a rmers subscribed liberally, c rea t ing 
debts and mor tgag ing the i r fa rms to 
build rai l roads to carry the i r produce 
to m a r k e t . T h e managers of t he roads, 
a f t e r absorbing t he stock, raised the 
rates for t r anspor t ing fa rm products so 
h igh as to absorb a lmos t the en t i re prof-
its of t he farms. 

T r u e to tha t pr inciple enunciated in 
our Declarat ion of Purposes, tha t , as an 
Order we shal l " o p p o s e such spiri t 
and m a n a g e m e n t of a u y corporation or 
en terpr i se as tends to oppress t he peo-
ple and rob t h e m of the i r jus t profits, 
t h e Granges b rough t an inf luence to 
bear u p o n legislation, w h i c h resulted 

in the enac tment of laws regulat ing the 
rates which railroad companies should 
be allowed to charge for t rauspor t ing 
f re igh t over the i r l ines of road within 
the State. 

These laws were resisted by t he com-
panies on t he ground tha t they were 
operat ing unde r general laws or special 
charters, aud were therefore above and 
beyond Legislative control. T h e com-
panies were prosecuted, and a case car-
ried to the Supreme Court of the Uni-
ted Sates, and f rom tha t h igh t r ibunal 
came the decree, which was hailed wi th 
joy by the people everywhere, t ha t 
" railroad corporations are subject to 
Legislative control." T h e Hoard of 
Rai l road Commissioners of Massa-
chuset ts , in their n e x t annua l report, 
a f ter t he decision was made, paid our 
Order th i s h igh c o m p l i m e n t : " T h e 
Pa t rons of t he W e s t have done more 
good to the country in demons t ra t ing 
t h a t rai lroads are subject to .legislative 
control than would be required to bal-
ance the whole cost of the i r organiza-
t i o n . " 

By this j u s t and wise decision, t he 
power of one Legis la t ive body to con-
fer special f ranchises upon a corpora-
t ion by which it could oppress and rob 
the people, and which a subsequent 
Legis la ture could ne i ther modify nor 
repeal, was emphat ical ly denied, and 
full power g iven to Congress to regu-
late inter-State commerce. 

T h e power of a State Legislature to 
regulate commerce wi th in t he State 
was also aff i rmed. Hence , th rough 
t h e in f luence of th i s "Organization, the 
grea t pr inc ip le , t h a t " t h e people, 
t h rough the i r chosen representatvies in 
Congress and the Sta te Legislatures.cau 
regulate and control the ca r ry ing t rade 
of the count ry , has been es tabl ished," 
and i t now remains to be seen whe the r 
th i s power wil l be exercised by t he 
people or not . As ye t , the railroads con-
trol t he si tuat ion, and charge j u s t such 
rates as t hey may deem necessary to 
enable their roads to earn the largest 
possible a m o u n t of money , regardless 
of the r igh ts of t he people. 

T h i s has been practically demonstra-
ted by t he recent advance in f re ight 
rates by all the great t r u n k lines, and 
by t he declaration of one of the f re igh t 
agents a t the i r recent meet ing in N e w 
York , i n answer to t he ques t ion ," W h a t 
rates h is road in tended to fix upon a 
certain impor t an t article of com-
merce? " " Just such rates as the article 
will bear," responded the agent . 

Since t h e present grain crop of t he 
Wes t commenced to move eastward, 
t he freight rates f rom our State to the 
seaboard have been advanced th i r ty 
cents on each one hundred pounds , or 
e ighteen cents on a bushel of wheat . Es-
t ima t ing t he whea t crop of t he State 
which goes in to commerce a t 20,0(10,000 
bushels, and this will m a k e a t ax upon 
t he farmers of this State of $360,000 
on the w h e a t crop alone. Add to this, 
twenty- f ive cents to each one hundred 
pounds of the gross weight of all t he 
cattle, swine, sheep, dressed meat, and 
other fa rm products shipped to t h e 
Eas t e rn m a r k e t , a u d it will swell 
t he a m o u n t to a sum t h a t wil l be 
s ta r t l ing to contemplate . There has 
been a recent advance of fifteen cents a 
bushel on clover-seed, m a k i n g the 
f re igh t on a bushel of tha t product to 
N e w York one dollar. W h y is t h i s ? 
Wes te rn clover seed is wanted in the 
Eas t e rn marke t , and t he advance in 
t he m a r k e t price the re is added to t he 
f re igh t and pocketed by t he railroad 
companies , thus robbing the Wes te rn 
fa rmers of their j u s t profits. I t is fa i r 
to p resume that railroad companies 
were no t ca r ry ing f re ight for less t han 
they could afford to before t he advance; 
and t h a t t he present high tariff's have 
been added s imply because t he f re ight 
agent decided •' that the articles would 
bear it, and the Western farmers would 
stand it. I t seems t h a t this grasp ing 
avariciousness of railroad managers cau 
only be checked by the s t rong a rm ot a 
Nat ional law, regulat ing f r e igh t upon 
all th rough l ines of road. A n d there is 
no more fitting place for this great 
question to be considered, aud measures 
adopted, to enl ighten publ ic sen t iment 
upon this great wrong, and influence 
legislation to correct it, than th i s body, 
composed as i t . i s of representat ive 
fa rmers f rom almost every portion of 
our State. I t should not be approached 
in any spiri t of host i l i ty to the rail-
roads,for they have r igh ts which should 
be protected , but i t should be consid-
ered in the l ight of fairness, justice, 
and equi ty. T h e evil cau be remedied 
by a law of Congress, either establish-
ing m a x i m u m rates for th rough lines, 
or by creat ing a Nat ional board of Con-

trol, wi th full power to regulate and 
fix such rates for t ranspor t ing freight 
over the lines of all roads engaged in 
inter-State commerce, as will be jus t to 
t he companies, and , a t the same tii'ne, 
protect the r ights of the people. Le t 
this question be considered, aud Con-
gress appealed to for relief. 

P A T E N T R I G H T L A W S . 
The recent experience which the far-

mers of this State have had wi th Pat-
en t Righ t swindl ing , renders i t proper 
for me to refer to this sub jec t : T h e 
Pa ten t Law now upon the statute books, 
as interpreted by t he courts, m a k i n g 
t he innocent purchaser, or m a k e r of 
any article or implement purchased or 
made in good faith for h is own use, 
wi thout auy notice, or even knowledge 
of its being an in f r ingemen t of a patent 
r ight , liable to be prosecuted for violat-
ing the United Sta te Pa ten t Laws, is 
an outrage upon common sense, a vio-
lation of every principle of just ice and 
equity, and a disgrace to free Republican 
inst i tut ions. 

For the past twen ty years or more, 
the farmers of this Sta te have been 
construct ing and using upon the i r 
fa rms a cheap substi tute for a farm gate, 
iu t he form of a s l iding fence pauel, 
wi thout molestation, and with n o 
knowledge tha t i t had ever been pat-
ented. N o one ever imagined tha t in 
using th i s " s l i d i n g ga te , " tha t ho was 
liable to be prosecuted in t he United 
States court, aud be compelled to g o 
fifty or one hundred miles from home 
to bo tried, unti l they were called upon 
by the agent of Dale, Bagley & Root, of 
Ypsi laut i , and notified tha t the said 
gate was patented by John C. Lee, of 
Ohio in 1865, aud t h a t they owned the 
r i gh t of this State. T h e royalty c la im-
ed and collected by th i s firm under 
threats of prosecution was five cents 
upon each acre iu a m a n ' s farm. F a r m -
ers paid under protest, and all seemed 
to be going well w i th the firui, unt i l Bro. 
H e n r y D. Pia t t , of Ypsilanti Grange, 
became satisfied tha t the patent under 
which royalty was being collected, had 
no legal exis tence; and advised t he 
fa rmers to cease paying royalty, and 
form a Mutual Defeuse Association for 
the protection of each others interests. 
T h e association was formed, and Bro. 
P ia t t appointed agent , with power to 
employ counsel, aud defend every suit 
commenced against farmers of this 
State for us ing this gate. T h e Sta te 
Grange a t its last session took ac-
tion and ful ly endorsed the acts of t he 
association, and appealed to the Subor-
d ina te Granges for material aid, and to 
Pa t rons everywhere, to resist p a y m e n t 
and co-operate in mutua l defense. 

T w e n t y n ine suits were commenced, 
and Messrs. Beaks & Cutchen, of De-
troit , and E . P . Allen, of Ypsilanti , 
employed as counsel for the farmers . 
J o h n C. Lee was found, and Ohio and 
o ther States searched for witnesses. I t 
was found tha t a pa ten t on this ga te 
was issued to A. C. Teal, of Il l inois, 
pr ior to t he Lee patent , and as early as 
Dec. 1st, 1863. I t was also evident tha t 
the Lee P a t en t was an i n f r i n g m e u t up-
on the Teal Pa ten t . T h e prosecution 
t hen it appears, purchased the Teal Pat-
ent , and came into court , wi th supple-
menta l bill, to include both patents in 
their case. Th i s was denied by the 
court , and the test case under the Lee 
P a t en t argued, and dismissed wi tha l l 
the other case, on t he ground tha t there 
was no " patentable difference between 
the Lee aud the Teal Pa tents , and tha t 
t h e Lee was an in f r ingemen t upon t he 
Tea l . " 

T w o suits were then commenced on 
the Teal Patent , one against W . H . 
Randal l , of W a s h t e n a w County, and 
the other against Amos Redmore, of 
Tuscola County. Bro. P ia t t appeared 
will h is counsel to defend both cases. 
Af te r a l i t t le more than one year in 
court, a t tended wi th all the perplexi-
ties of l i t igat ion, the case was brought 
to a fiual hear ing, and resulted in a 
decided victory for t he farmers. The 
defence made but one point against the 
Teal Pa ten t , and t h a t was prior usef, 
w h i c h was proved by a large number 
of witnesses, aud to the entire satisfac-
tion of the Court , its use da t ing back 
fourteen years before the Teal Pa ten t 
was issued. T h e successful defense of 
these cases has demonstrated the neces-
sity for organized effort ,and thorough co-
operation among farmers for the i r own 
protection. Bro. P ia t t says, Had it 
no t been for the Grange organization, 1 
could have done no th ing . " Then let 
i t be said to t he credit and honor of 
th i s Organization t h a t it has saved to 
the fa rmers of th i s State alone a sum 
est imated at more t han half a million 
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dollars, if computed a t five cent a ner 
R . M ? t h e f a r , n s u s i » S the gate 

' hor M o ? ^ ' extor t ions do no t stop 
have l t h a n t w o ' ' «ndred suits 
naye already commenced against ner-
s o n s i u th i s State for using the Glenn & 
H a l l eloyer hullers, which were bought 
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conta ined s o m e principal or comb a-

infr inged upon h i s patent 
previously obtained, and dem n f f 
royal ty of gloo of every man who eve? 
owned an in teres t in one ot the e 
mach ines H e also claims tha t his 
r igh t to collect this royal ty of innocent 
parties has been confirmed by t h e U S 
Circuit Court of t he Nor thern Distr ic 
of Ohio. Pa ten t r i gh t agents are a so 
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barbed wire " fence, and every farmer 
who has been pursuaded to buy a 
pound of this barbarous wire, and used 
; L L ' f , u , hl® will be barbed, by 
ttiese barbarous trumps under the 
operations of a most barbarous law. I t 
is said tha t 2,400 suits have a l r k d y 
been commenced aga ins t the fa rmers 
in Iowa for us ing th i s wire. Agents 

a *o rk in I n d i a n a and St tier 
s t a t e s collecting a royalty of §10 on 
drive wells, unde r threats of prif-sec-u-
tion, and armed with a decree of the 
U. S. Court of -Minnesota. N o person 
is safe in purchas ing or m a k i n g any 
article or imp lemen t and using it, 
if he has not positive evidence tha t a 
l tke article was not used by his "-real; 
grandfather , and that no alteratioifs or 

s i " c e ° V e m e m S h a V K b e e U m a d e t o u 

There is no question which will come 
belore you that demands more p rompt 
positive and determined action t han 
th is ; and 1 recommend t h a t a memor-
ial be prepared and forwarded to our 
members in Congress f rom this State, 
calling their a t tent ion to this great 
wrong, acd urg ing t h e m to un i t e their 
efforts and use all honorable means to 
secure the necessary legislation to cor-
rect it. I also advise tha t b lank peti-
tions be prepared and sent out to the 
Subordinate Granges, to be circulated 
among t he people for s ignatures , and 
forwarded to our members in Congress 
ask ing t h a t t h e pa t en t laws be JSO 
amended as to protect t he innocen t 
purchater m the use of a n y ar t ic le or 
imp lemen t sold in t he market , m a k i n g 
the manufac ture r and vender alone 
responsible for in f r ingement s upon 
pa ten t r ights . Also, to so amend the 
law, tha t a person who has made an art i-
cle or imp lemen t for his own use, not 
Knowing i t to have been patented, but 
which proves to be an in f r ingement , 
shall have the r igh t to e i ther pay t he 
royal ty or discont inue its use, as he 
m a y choose, and thereby escape prose-

wi th the present state of agriculture of 
Europe tha t in those countr ies where 
t he g o v e r n m e n t does most to en-
courage practical and scientific farm-
ing, crops are more diversified, labor 
better economized, and the people more 
abundan t ly supplied wi th food of home 
production than in other countr ies 
where na tu re has done more for agri-
cul ture , and the gove rnmen t less. 
Sweden, for example , with a rigorous 
cl imate , poor soil, and but a small por-
tion ot the land capable of cult ivation 
produces enough not only to supply her 
own people with food, but has a sur 
plus of cereals and other farm products 
lor exportat ion. This can be attribu-
ted largely to lier extensive and most 
perfect system of Agricul tural Colleges, 
schools, model and exper imenta l farms, 
and means employed for collecting and 
disseminat ing practical and scientific 
tacts in agriculture. 

Sweden has a Royal Agricul tural 
Academy, wi th a model and experi-
mental farm at tached, five schools of 
Agricul tural chemis t ry and physiolo-
gy, two Super ior Agricul tural insti-
tutes, and twenty-seven farm schools, 
wne re theoretic, practical, and scien-
tific agr icul ture are t augh t . In addi-
tion to all these is a Gove rnmen t Stock 
farm where finly bred amiinals are 
raised and distributed among the farm-
ers of t he country, several model sheep 
farms, twelve model dairy farms, and 
three depots of horses. Seventeen 
' t r ave l ing enqu i re r s , " or professors of 

agricul ture, a re constant ly employed by 
the government , a m o n g the fa rmers 
collecting facts and g iv ing instruction. ' 
r h e g o v e r n m e n t recognizes the fact 
t h a t " t h e ear th is t he source of all 
wealth, and labordevelops i t : " and t he 
expend i tu re of so large a sum of 
money for the encouragement of he r 
agr icul ture adds no t only to t h e general 
prosperi ty, but proves to be a wise 
measure of financial policy for the 
gove rnmen t . 

I f poor Sweden can afford to spend 
so m u c h for the encouragement of h e r 
agriculture, in schools and exper imen-
tal f a rms canno t t he great agr icul tura l 
Sta te of Michigan afford to be liberal 
to our college, and sustain one tarin for 
experimen tal purposes ? Le t this ques-
tion be well considered, and such meas-
ures adopted as are necessary to pro-
duce practical results . 

al Grange was held in the city of Can-
andaigua, N. Y., closing its labors on 
tbe 28th day of November . T w e n t y -
n ine States were represented. This 
session is pronounced by those compe-
tent to judge, as a m o n g the best ever 
held. Much of the work done was 
thoroughly practical, and cannot fail to 
result in good to our great F r a t e r n i t y . 

The recent unwar ran ted advance-
men t s in '• f re ight r a t e s " by transpor-
tation companies , and the flagrant ex-
tortions of pa ten t r ight agents made 
upon innocen t purchase!s, received due 
considerat ion, and the several Sta te 
Granges requested to use all proper 
means which may be necessary, to in-
fluence legislation to correct these 
evils Resolut ions of a h i g h and Na-
tional charac ter were adopted, se t t ing 
forth the necessity of our Nat ional Or-
ganiza t ion , for the educat ion, protec-
tion, and elevat ion of A m e r i c a n fa rm-
ers ; and the members of t he Order 
urged to t ake a more act ive and deci-
sive in teres t in the politics of the coun-
t ry , and demand of the polit ical par-
ties a more just and equal reprepsenta-
tion in the law- inakiug depa r tmen t s of 
t he gove rnmen t . Your special a t ten-
t on is called to these i m p o r t a n t ques-
tions, t rus t ing t h a t you will t ake such 
action as t he in teres ts of agr icu l tu re 
seem to d e m a n d . 

T H E A G R I C U L T U R A L COLLEGE. 

Identified as th i s inst i tut ion is w i th 
t he interests of education and agricul-
ture, I cannot refrain f rom again call-
i ng your at tent ion to the impor tance 
of using all laudable means through 
t he influence of our Organization to 

.popularize the College wi th the fa rmers 
of the .State, and m a k e i t a school 
where not only our sons, bu t our 
daughters can obtain a thorough and 
practical education of a h igh order and 
a t a reasonable expense. Tha t the ' fail-
ure of the Legislature to make the 
necessary appropriat ions for pay ing the 
professors reasonable salaries, en la rg ing 

• t he chemica laboratory, and provid ing 
fu r the r and better accommodations for 
y o u n g ladies, has resulted in serious in-
j u r y to the best interests and very exist-
ence ot t he College, is demonstra ted bv 
t he vacant professors' chairs, the 
crowded and lucoiivenient s i tuat ion of 
t he s tuden t s in the laboratory, and the 
s m a l l n u m b e r of lady s tudents in at-
tendance . 

A l though to the l i terary course in 
t he College are added " m e c h a n i c s as 
applied to implements , agr icul tura l 

. chemis t ry , hort iculture, and such prac-
tical appl icat ions of science as are spec-
ially useful to the farmers ," ye t onr 
S ta te Legislature has not been led to 
see t he importance of m a k i n g the f a r m 
connected wi th t he College experi-
m e n t a l r a the r than remunerat ive . T h e 
grea t science of agr icul ture in th i s 
coun t ry is bu t in ils infancy. There 
are h idden myster ies a n d undeveloped 
pr inciples in f a rming , which can only 
be b rough t to l igh t by a thorough series 
of expe r imen t s in the field, which no 
indiv idual or association of farmers can 
successful ly prosecute. 

I t is an in te res t ing fact conneced 

T E N T H CENSUS OF T H E U N I T E D 
S T A T E S . 

T h e work of t a k i n g t he Nat ional 
census will be commenced the c o m i u " 
spr ing and the Subordinate Granges 
should be reminded of t he importance 
of t ak ing an active in teres t in th i s 
work, and render such assistance to 
t he census takers as may be necessary 
to enable them to obtain ful l and relia-
ble informat ion upon all mat ters re-
qui red . The statistics will show w h a t 
progress our State has made in its agri-
cul ture d u r i n g the last decade, and its 
present s t and ing as compared w i th t he 
o ther States of the Union. E v e r y 
farmer should prepare, and hold in 
readiness for t he marsha l , a full and 
accurate s t a tement of the acreage and 
a m o u n t ot all crops raised t he present 
year also of all an ima l s sold or s laugh-
tered, and t he n u m b e r kep t upon t h e 
fa rm. I t is qui te probable that t he 
wool clip will no t be shorn in t ime bu t 
very accurate est imates can be made 
f rom the preceding clip. Pa t rons 
should co-opcrate everywhere to m a k e 
the reports ful l , accurate, and valuable. 

C O - O P E R A T I O N . 
This a rm of our Order seems to be in 

a prosperous condit ion. T h e Sta te 
Agencies established in Detroi t "and 
Chicago, t he two great commercial cit-
ies where mos t of our fa rm produce 
f inds a ready marke t , a re favorably 
located for t he accommodat ion of our 
members The i r facilities for handlin«-
fa rm produce and fil l ing orders, are 
full and complete ; and all doing busi-
ness w i th t h e m can be assured of fa i r 
and honorable deal ing. T h e Grange 
Co-operative stores in t he Sta te are 
general ly prosperous, if I may j u d g e 
f rom those which have reported to m e 
W here one has failed to meet t he ex-
pectations of t he Patrons, it has gener-
ally been caused by a w a n t of confi-
dence and suppor t aifaong the members 
ot t h e Order. E v e r y Subordinate 
Grange, winch has not access.to a co-
operat ive store, should be provided 
wi th a purchas ing fund , and a local 
Grange agent . Bus iness should be en-
couraged by every Grange. 

T H E N A T I O N A L G R A N G E . 

T h e th i r t een th session of the Na t ion-

E D U C A T I O N . 
T h e subject of educat ion was fu l ly 

r r i n f y ' T , s \ u d 1,1 Na t iona l 
Giauge , a n d t he Agr icul tura l Colleges 
exper imenta l farms, schools of tcchSol-
ogy, and agr icul tural chemis t ry endors-
? ^ V l b e r a / P V b l i c P° ' i ey recom-
mended towards them. I t was a No 
he sense of t he Nat ional ¿ r a n g e h a t 

t he rud imen t s of practical agr icu l ture 
be introduced and t augh t in the public 
schools, all of which I fu l ly endorse 
a n d submi t for your consideration 
1nrl thnrn M W,hiCh bas been so long 
a n d thoroughly discussed in t he Sub 
ord ina te and County G r a n g e s , - " How 
« f v ? i h A f a C , l i t i ? , o r a h i g h e r Education 
a m o n g farmers ' sons and daughters be 
brought wi th in the reach of every 
fa i in house » has been pract ical ly solv-
of c ™ ' r t a ! C b>- t h * es tab l i shment 
ot ( j r a n g e h igh schools in m a n y of t b e 
Grange halls, where a thorough h igh 
school course can be t aken by s tuden t s 
residing a t home , and a t a mere n o m t a 

t J T , U S e n ! r { U i t i o u - T h e Lec tu re r of 
the Nat ional Grange in h i s recent re-
por t to that body says : 

" I n one county iii Michigan I found 
several of these schools, held in snecfal 
rooms buil t in connection w i th t h e 
Grange hal l , handsomely f u r n i s h e d ^ 

r e v i v i n g e t h l t C ' , i i l d
!

r e n t l f u s " ^ leoeivmg tha t h igher educat ion t h a t 
t he expense ; and difficulties of s end ing 
to d is tan t cities and towns p reven ted 
t he ma jo r i t y in t he past f rom bestow 
nig upon their y o u n g people T h e iZ-
fluence of those schools upon our Order 
can be realized when I state t h a t not 
long since twenty-one young men and 

¡ ^ ^ s r J s & S s ? 

to educate our chi ldren for the fa rm in-
stead of f rom it, a re being t a l k e d o f 

fu tu re !" S U r G l y C ° m e A t h e n e 0 / ; 
s p o r t s which come f rom these 

schools are most encourag ing a n d t he 
question of the i r usefulness and practN 
cabil i ty is established b Z 

S f s s i s - « £ ¡ 5 B r 

t o agricul ture, education e vil 
l i gh t s and political economy, r e i ecUni 
only those quest ions of a se .( , 5 
part isan n a t u r e ; ."but wl e e ' L 
and girls will be educated in ti i - b ? y s 

s f ! H S g S S S t he profession^o£agrhHi°ture.O C l e t y a u d 

condit ion of the Subord ina te Granges 
unde r i t s ju r i sd ic t ion . T h e y should also 
report t he n a m e and address of t he new-
ly elected Master and Secre tary , and a 
list of t he same p r in ted wi th t he list of 
t he Subord ina te Granges . 

. B Y - L A W S O F T H E S T A T E G R A N G E . 
T h e wan t s of our Order have out-

g rown our By Laws, a n d a thorough 
revision is needed. T h e f o r m of By-
L a w s recommended for Subord ina te 
Granges also need a m e n d i n g , so as to 
m a k e t h e m conform to ex i s t ing laws. 

D O R M A N T G R A N G E S . 
I t was a mis fo r tune to t he Order tha t 

so m a n y Subord ina te Granges should 
have been organized, a n d le f t wi thout 
f u r t h e r ins t ruc t ions or encouragements 
before the real objects of t h e Organiza-
t ion were well unders tood. Tha t so 
m a n y have ceased to work is bu t t he re-
sul t of has ty a n d unwise organizat ion 
and l imited ins t ruc t ions . T h a t so large 
a proport ion of those organized have liv-
ed and prospered, and are n o w mee t ing 
in the i r own hal ls and increas ing the i r 
membersh ip , ful ly demons t ra tes the 
correctness of our principles, and the 
necessity and vi ta l i ty of our Organiza-
t ion. M a n y of the Granges tha t have 
ceased to work sti l l retain the i r char-
ters ,and can be again put in w o r k i n g or-
der if t he necessary means are employed-
bu t the re is l i t t le use in a t t e m p t i n g to 
resur rec t a dead Grange. Be t te r to 
organize anew, or save ail t h a t is valu-
able f rom the member sh ip to the living-
ones One strong, act ive Grange is 
worth more to t he Order than m a n y 
weak ones. One Grange in a t own-
sh ip is general ly enough, and in most 
cases a grea ter n u m b e r would be dam-
ag ing to the interests of the Order, 
t h e s t r eng th and pe rmaneucy of our 
Organizat ion does no t depend so m u c h 

n T " , t b r U m b e r ° f « ' '«"ires organized 
oi set to work, as upon the s tabi l i ty 
and good work of those n o w in good 
work ing order , and in good s t and ing 

<le S t a ! e , G r a i l S e - There is a 
f u T L A e m > l t i d J 0 r S , ) 0 d lecturers in 
hv t h e y s h o u l d be supplied 
by the S ta te and Coun ty Granges 

f n J ™ ' : k ,<'f rev iv ing d o r S 
Granges should be placed in t he h a n d s 
of t he County and Dis t r ic t Granges 
where organized ; and where necessary ' 
the s t rong a rm of the Sta te G r a n . 4 ' 
should be extended and render 1 1 1 
necessary aid. ? 

G R A N G E VISITOR. 
There is n o occasion for m e to call 

you r a t tent ion to t he value and usefu -
n e s s o f t h e G R A N G E V I S I T O R I t s a n 
preeiation 6y our members is demon-
strated by t he success which lias at-
tended i ts publ icat ion, and t he wide-
spread circulat ion it has a t ta ined I t 
should be enlarged as fast as its finan-
cial s t a n d i n g will j u s t i f y . 

M a n y of the Subord ina t e Granges an-
p ropna t ed f rom the Grange T r f a s u r v 
a sufficient a m o u n t of m o n e y to nlace 
t h e GRANGE VISITOR in e v e r y f a m i l v 
connected w i th t he Grange , h - L S 
to t he family , and find t he i n v e s t m e n t 

a s s a y s . 

in Us w o r k ? ® r a n g ° b e ^ C r e s t e d 

COUNTY G R A N G E S . 
T h e valuable work w h i . i , , , 

they should be required tom^™"^' 
a reports to the Secretary T ^ W , ' 
Grange d u r i n g t he m o n t h 0 f K ® a t e 

ber g iv ing t he membersh ip 1 t e m ~ 
and s t and ing of t he G r a n ^ P ' C 0 " d , u " » 
meet ings held d u r i n g ^ f e j ' ^ r of 
of publ ic meet ings held unde r i t

 m b e r 

ees, work of t h e ^ e c t u i ^ ^ d ' g e ^ i 

TH-E A G R I C U L T U R A L D E P A R T M E N T A T 
W A S H I N G T O N . 

an'nounC<Mo1 v n ' ' U 1 v ? m e t o b e able to a n n o u n c e to y o u w i t h c o n f i d e n c e that 

warded , 1 t h X t 

f i - s ú C s ' j B r S s 
as grea t a profi t , as from t h e i V a t 

but to t he weal th of . h i e J a r m e r s -
t h e genera l p rosper i ty of T S ™ a f d 

Congress sh<5uld be n e h ? H n n ^ p
r

u ° p l e -

D e p a r t m e n t o f f i r ® " o f m « k i n g it a 
its Commiss ioner ® ° I e ? n i ? e n t , with 
Cabinet , s h ^ T d be o r e s t T b - ° f l h e 

ed energy. pressed w i th renew-

the 
your a t ten t ion AI W h l e h w i I i demand 
be ha rmon ious von? deliberations 
and t he i n t e r e s t o, " c ? n c , l l l s i o n s « i s e , 
Organizat i lm promoted!C U e ^ 

J . J . W O O D M A N . 


