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Vegetative Characteristics of Grasses Urbana, Illinois 61801 217/333-3871. Ligule Types
Ligule Absent Ligule Hairlike Ligule Membranous
[
Blade and sheath
hairless Blade with few Blade and sheath Blade and sheath hairless
A true grass Not a true grass Blade with hairs or no hairs hairy to sparsely hairy
I
I Short, broad T —— L
Stemsround  Triangular | Culms (stems) blades ort, broa ong, narrow
to flattened stems round, hollow Sheath hairless | blades blades
1 (occasionally hairy)
Yellowish green, Seed a large Long, clasping
shiny blade oo br Seed i ailfidlcs
Splr\y ur ced sma NO auriCleS present
Seed Seed Lurge crab grass l
<\J\\ o oblong (annual) Blade texture
D coarse or
é Blade roush
. . 8
' without | Blade with
prominent | prominent Any rhizomes
veins veins smooth, long, thin
Barnyardgrass Collar Sheath margins (1/8 h‘fltlf’r}?eter)'
Yellow nutsedge : occasionally IAargms (occasionally sharpbe pointed
(perennial) %x hairy baly hairy) p t}llpps
| l
Wild garlic P l
(perennial) ‘ ’1 i
' J i
Smooth Goosegrass Gl 1
crabgrass (annual)
(annual)
Sandbur Green foxtail Fall panicum
(annual) (annual) (annual) Quackgrass
a (perennial)
Blade hairy upper Blade hairy on Blade texture Blade texture
surface Only both surfaces smooth coarse or rough
Nodes not Nodes solid,
prominent prominent
Short hairs covering | Long hairs on upper ]
entire upper blade blade surface near Stems wirelike
surface collar region only I
l I Any rhizomes
scaly
U |
Giant foxtail Yellow foxtail
(annual) (annual) .
Wirestem muhly
(perennial)
Blade and sheath
covered with very
Hairs extending at a 90° angle short, dense hairs (look Seed oval to
from blade margin and sheath closely!) Seed ovate ovate to oblong Seed oblong
Seed smaller, narrower, Seed larger, roundish, shiny
grayish brown dark brown to black l l ‘
l Any rhizomes Any rhizomes
Only first blade hairy All blades No short, thick, long, thick,
later blades hairless hairy @ rhizomes  pointed, whitish to whitish to
| | reddish reddish brown
I l

i

Fall panicum
(annual)

“W

Witchgrass
(annual)

Wild proso millet
(annual)

Woolly cupgrass
(annual)

Shattercane

(annual) (perennial)

Sorghum almum

Johnsongrass
(perennial)



