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RICHARD AND ROVER.

« WHAT a noisy, savage dog!” said
« he wants a good beating

to quiet him; do you mnot think so,

Yichard

sir?
Richar
man who had asked hi
day at his house. Thejy
at the gate of a farm-yard, and there

as walking csentle-

to spen 1the

were now
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was a fine, handsome dog, chained
to a kennel, barking and trying to get
loose

Mr. W s answered Richard’s
question, saying, “ Why, no, my boy ;
I do not think that a beating is what
he wants.”

“Will anything else quiet him,
sir, and teach him better-tempered
ways

“You see,” said Mr. Wilkins,
“there are some rude boys just oppo-
site him, taking up stones and making
believe to throw them at him : they
are clapping their hands, erying,
Hist ! and doing all the y can to pro-
voke the dog. If they were sent
away, I believe he would not bark
any longer. Then, as to his temper,
if it is so bad as you think, I should
not expect to mend it by beating
him. A little freedom and play
would more a great deal than ill
usage.”
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« [ should not like to be near if
he were free,” said Ric hard.

«] am sorry for that, because
I am going to beg to have him let
loose.”

« (), sir, pray, sir, do not!” eried
Richard, in a great fright.

% Why, you may have my stick to
beat him with, if he attacks you,
said Mr. Wilkins.

« O, 1 dare not beat him if he were

unchained !”

Mr. Wilkins smiled, t
thing. Presently the farmer came
up, and the old ge ntleman asked him
to drive off the boys who were tea-
sing Rover, and to let him loose, that
he might walk w ith him in the fiel
The farmer soon sent the boys off, by
telling them he was going 10 UN( hain
the dog; and when they
gafe distance—and [ promise you

it said no-

ey were at a

they ran fast enongh to get out ol the
way, though there were four of them




RICH

—he went and took off Rover's
collar L

But you should have seen Richard

He shook all over : and when

oundir

ul here to give him
lo you want
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Richz stoutly ;

« No, sir,” sal
«] am not at all afrai

« Well, then, here, Rover, catch it,
gir:” and he threw hissu k to a good
distance. tl
after it, anc
mouth, playing

way bounded the dog

woht it back in his

greatest delight

« (), how good-tempere 1 he is

said Richard «May I throw 1t
sir ?”
«Ves: bid him give it to ¥

and Rover did as he wz

vou would have laughed

seen what a game ol play
between the two Mr. Wilkins was
quite happy to W ylk on alone, and
watch them sporting about, all rour
his p:rh. over the green ¢
jumping from bank to
All on a sudden h
to hear ¢
on to where Rover stood, with his
hair bristling, and his eyes fiery red,

angry growl, and
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what should he see but the four boys
who had been teasing him at home !
They were much frightened, and
crowded together against the bank,
for they were in a hollow, and could
not get away; and the dog really
1y to spring on them.
Mr. Wilkins called Rover off.
“Come, sir, come away! Rover, I

ve off, and come here!” and
aft

seemed re

1e doo er giving another very
sharp growl at his enemies, obeyed
him, But Richard felt a little shy,

and kept close to his frie

as 1f
hat Rover knew of his old plan
of a beating for him

afra

“Now, my fine fellow, hie, fetch
!” said Mr. Wilkins, throwing his
stick again ; and Rover was all joy
and frolic as before; and Richard
forgot his fears, and had another game
with him, Next, they came to a
river, and when the stick was thrown

into the water, Rover dived, and swam,

1t
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and brought it out, to Richard’s great
delight.

“] dare say,” said he, “if I fell
into the river he would bring me out,
too.”

“No doubt he would. God has
given him both the power and the
will to do so. Many a life has been
saved by such means.”
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So they went on talking, and at

last came back to the farm-yard, when
Rover's master thanked Mr. Wilkins,
aind tied up his dog. Poor fellow!

he looked very sorrowful while the
collar was locked ; but he licked his
's 1 Iy and when he got a

pat on the head from him, and a kind

word, he emed quite happy again.
Richard stroked him many times, and
was n 1o to leave him; but it
w getting € nd they must go
ome to dinner 2

As they went through a field, they

saw a pretty sight—a fine, well-grown
lamb, with a broad tape tied round its
neck, galloping along s6™fast that the
little girl who held the Stringgwas
forced to run to keep pace with him.
Another little girl was trying to stop
him, stretching out her hands, and
calling him Little Beauty Richard
wished to play with him, too; and
when they had passed, he said,
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« How different the
to what Rover did when 1 first saw

him ;" yet both are as ‘merry and
Bl Rberad a8 ¢ o
good-temj t
“ There 1 ome difference, wid

Mr. Wil

the lamb look so fierce, or be so dan-

gerous, as Rover when he met the
four bovs just now \ 18 Btrong
and bold, 1 ve, able and willin

to fight his own battles; a sheep 1s

very weak and fearful. It Vays
runs away from da , anc ever
thinks of revenging atself, but look
for lwhl’w\"ui'”ﬂ‘ I [ his
sheep is like a true f Go )
never thinks that he can star

against any danger or e\ ut always
lm"\.\ to a stro er power to culde and
guard him You know the

often named 1n Scripture )eln;
most unlike what God's people ought
o be; and this, 1 think, 1s the

reason
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“ God made all the animals,” said
Richard ; “ and he said that all that
he had made was good.”

“ All, all is good, my dear boy, as
it comes from the great Creator’s
hand.

“ Man, alas! is no longer good, !
because he is not now as God made
him, but he is like Sinful Adam after 1
he disobeyed and fell. The same
sin brought a great deal of mischief
and misery among the other crea-
tures, as we see every day ; but man
has still the power to soften much of
what is savage among them, and to
make their litde lives much happier
than they usually are. See the dif-
ference between the boys who were

teasing and provoking a poor dog be-
cause he was chained up, and those
girls who are taking such care not to
hurt or to frighten the lamb. Do you
not think if the little girls had a dog
to bring up, it would lead a happy
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life, and be a good-tempere d, gentle
creature !

« Yes, sir. Rover was likea lamb
to you.”

« But if T had gone and beaten him
for barking at the rude boys, what
would have happened ?”

«] suppose, si% Rover would have
sneaked into his kennel, and
have hated the sight of you and
stick.”

« Just so: instead of which, my
stick is his favorite plaything. Yet

vour

vou saw how well he obeyed me,
imself on the

and gave up revenging hi
boys when they were really in his
power, because I ordered him to do
S0.

“ Did you ever beat him, sir?”

“ Never.”

% Then it must have been because
he loves you so much.”

% Ves, and fears me too; for there
is no fear like that which comes {rom
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love. "Suppose there was a person
whom you knew to be very severe

vou wanted to do a
be would punish you for,
you would say to yourself, * If I do it,

he will beat me.” But suy ppose your

ear papa and mamma, whom I know

you

wished you
ing, you said to
yvourself, ‘If I do not do it, papa and
mamma will be grieved ; and if I do
I, 1t will make them happy;’ what
do you think you would choose ?”

‘I would do it directly, sir. 1

to do that very

ve ten beatings than

parents.”

1at shows w much st tronger
love is than fear; it shows that the

fear of hurting those whom you love

1s much stronger than the fear of be-
I Now I want you to

this what the ,mm‘!n

I m]l means \\hn n he says, ']mw 1s
the fulfilling of the law.”” I want you
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to feel, my dear boy, that the way to
fear God, and to obey him, isto think
very mueh of his great and wonderful
love to you. He has not dealt with
you ac cording to vour sins, by casting
you into the pit of fire; but he has
.gl‘u n a great price for your soul, even
3

our

the precious blo
Lord Jesus Christ, who died on the

eross that we might live for ever, and
roseragain from the dead, to prove
that the great price was | 1, and that

God’s justice was satisfied. Instead

of severely ruling you, the good Ge
offers to give you the Holy Spirit, to
teach you all truth, and to lead you
in the right w 1y. . Besides this, he
gives vou health, and friends, and all
the blessings of life. O let this great

love be ever presentto your thoughts,
and it will make you so love | that
11t k nothing so grievous as

you

the sin of disobeving him who has so

loved you, and every day gives you
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fresh proofs that his mercy endureth

for ever!

‘ Come
With
Be t}

thou ou

O'er eve t 1 step pr

et us from his pastures stray

THE END.
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