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THE BEE-HIVE

Faruer. Come hither, Ge
want to show
How busy t
teresting t?
GEorGE. Yes, father, I like to se
them; for though they are not so
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pretty as wasps, they are not s0 Spi

nd mischievous

It is a great matter to be
from such bad qualities as Spitel
ness and mischief, but that is not
of the bee; it sets uss
example of many cood and excells
qualities. You have not, I hope,
sotten Dr. Watts’ beautiful i

the praise

poem,
How doth the little busy bee,
Improve each shining hout.
G. No, father, T can say it\g
nd mother says|

perfectly now;
» | was 1wo

taught it me be
old.

F. That which is earliest pl
is likely to be most deeply
You learned to repeat the words
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and meaning
fore perc
First, let
and well-cont

ereature, &
n

power of God

wonder at the migl

the majesiic lion
but the Crea

ally see them
is no less visible 1n t
ant, or §

day, and are 100 ¢
out a thought.

Look at its d

strong fibres around
strengthen the fir
they are formed
Observe how curiously
which are very large, are ot
with a thick horny shield to defend
them from injury; and, as if to sup-
ply any defect of sight which this
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n

a pair of \mw or

can put out or dre

they commonly thrust out

fore them, and with them tends

feel any they approachy
t ure and propertie

of the bee is

longer 1

and so 18

u
nder its breast.

to ¢ » her to suek
which in many flowel
he end of a long N
in the honeysucklé; %
suppose, takes 118 NATEES
{ which it abunda

sweetl food
ishes to these industrious i

¢creatuares.
The bee is thickly covered
these, most likely, are\de

hairs ;
bee itsel

ed for warmth, for the
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o tender little creature ;
warmth also is necessalt
forward its young, OV
parent bee & ts—much

manner as a hen on her
which by her nali ral
cherishes, until they
little cells, periect
Observe, too, ea
swith a bottle or br
ry its honey, wh h
adapted for purpe
into the honey-
they ofter
mix up food
tending to whicl
gent and careful.
patural formation of
should lead you toe
power and wisdom
$he smallest as well as the noblest of
his works. ]
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I must now tell you a few#l

hich ]‘.nu been remarked cop :
ing the habits of the bee, and of
we may say, as .\ulunmn says of
ant, “ Go to the bee, thou slugg
or spendthrift; “consider her

and be wise.”

1. Bees are very industrious.
how busy they are; some
loaded into the hive, to lay up
store they have obtained ; others
ing out in search of more: NG
flower in the garden that affordsh
but they visit it; and when
grow near at hand, they swill
travel miles to obtain theis
food.

Besides, they have a great des
work to do in the hive:

For skilfully they build their cells

And neatly spread their wax,

. these curious combs. neathy
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vided into cells with six sides, which
gerve as dwe lings for their young,
and as storehc
honey, are produced er
|

ses for their

own industry and apj
Their teeth are
ments with wl
buildings so 1
they spare no
and are so diligent
gwarmed into an en
the course
enough to co
bees. If every
and girl in the we
trious, there certainly
half so much poverty
there are.
9. They are in regular and orderly

gubjection to one called the queen bee

and they labor very well together, and
divide their work in the best and most
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o

.

\

nies. one of which roves in theie
in search of materials, anotheris
ployed in laying out the bottoms
partitions of the cells,a third in m
ing the inside smooth from the CORMEES
and angles, and the fourth comp
brings in food for the rest; oF relie
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those who return with their respec-
tive burdens.

But they are not kept cor stantly to
one employme nt: they often change
the tasks 2 ed them:
have been at work are pern
abroad for food, v those who hav
already been 1n il
place at home.

They scem even to have §

those who

tted to go

which they understand cach othe

for when any one wants food it t

down its trunk towards al

which opens its honey

fall some drops into the other's I outh
opened to receive 1t. 1 & hive of
bees may remind us of what
psalmist said: “ Behold, how good
and how pleasant it is for b thren
fo dwell together in unity!” How
much more a we »gulated, obedient

and harmonious family of children:
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3. Bees are very perseverings
1o not work hard one day and live
dleness the next; or when they
out in search of food, play aboutsh
lie time, and come home with hali
load of honey, If they did 8oy
would soon be turned out of the ki
for it is a constant rule with il
that those who will not work
at; and they seem to find thel
work. Oh, if we did
yur duty, how

performed ; how much complaing
hardship on the part of scholars
servants would be spared, and of
ligence and idleness on the pa
those who instruet and employ#he
1. Bees are remarkable for
neatness and cleanliness; it is by the
treme neatr and exactness
\ey are able to get so mueh
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done in so short a time, 2 1d 50 many
accommodations
They have no room to throv

and their wa

in so small a

asSs.
about their honey here,
filiere, as some slovenly peop edotl
Sork: nor can they afford to st
such valuable things to be wi
spare their time to be always
away after the idle and ca
ghey take care not to scatter ¢
their materials while they work,
fheir house is always a pattern o
neatness and grder. Oh

I

and

possible for some ch ldren to be
ghanged into bees, and carry
hive their present laz slovenly
hiabits, I am sure the whole family
would unite in turning them -url
without ceremony.

.5. Bees are very careful for futu
rity. In the summer-time, when the
weather is fine, and the flowers plen-

into the
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tiful, they do not consume ali}
earn, but eat what is sufficie

this respect they furnish a les

man ; for ther

deficient either in industry or

ity, who yet are often exposed
and inconvenience whieh

of abundance to lay up somethi
store for the day of want.
Remember this, and never letpl
ty tempt you to waste and @
gance ; for they will both b
ant, and make it harder ¥

I

comes : and whatever you forg!
sure to remember that your
wants as well as your body;

less you believe in Christ and 18§
treasure in heaven, you must bej

for ever.
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mention of the cl he
Bamely, its usefulness to man. Notl

ing is made in vain; but I do not rec
ollect any creature excey the bee that
88 useful to man of its own voluntary
industry and 3
must be driven, anc
be sheared ; the bec
find its pleasure in
preserving the pr
However, 1 do not s er}
fively; I may be mistaken; but il
L am sure of, that a rational and
mortal creature cannot know a g
earthly happiness than tl
useful to his fellow-creatures,
g to the will of God; and as it i
Bappiness which is not denied to t
youngest or meanest, let it be o1
eonstant endeavor enjoy it.

By our daily exert ons, our good
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example, and our humble pras

us do some good to the world 1N
we live; let us add some hohs
the hive of human happinessy
will afford grateful reflectionsios
own minds, and spread the Thonorg
savor of a good name, perhapsi
after we are dead.

And let us remember, that we
not try to do this in our Wi Sie
We must entreat God to bestow !
us his Holy Spirit, who will teagt
to be holy, useful, and industrio
this world, and fit us for anothes
a better world. And remembers
your prayer can only be heard fa
sake of the Lord Jesus Chnst, W
died to save sinners. O believe
him. Read John 3 :14-18;
amine Psalm 19th to find ouf
sweeter than honey and the |
comb.
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