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ICMPA sells
Kalamazoo plant,
makes marketing
arrangement with
Mmi

Butter and powder plant closing July 15
I n late June, the 700-member Independent Co-
op Milk Producers Association (ICMPA) and

7,500-member Milk Marketing Inc. (MMI) of
Strongsville, Ohio, announced an arrangement
that includes a milk supply agreement and the
sale of ICMPA's Kalamazoo Creamery Company
operations and assets to MMI.

According to ICMPA General Manager Charles
Courtade, the sale and agreement with MMI boiled
down to dollars and cents. “Tt will be more income
on their milk, and rather than going through the
butter powder plant, there’s better returns going
down to fluid markets in Indiana and Ohio. Some
of it is still going to go to the butter powder plant in
Goshen, but a lot of it will be filling the needs in
Ohio where they've been short every year”

“It’s clearly that the co-0ps is trying to maxi-
mize the amount of money they can get for their
members,” explains Michigan State University Ag
Economics Chairperson Larry Hamm. “We've had a
big increase in production in the west, particularly
California, as you've ‘hollowed out’ milk production
in many traditional dairy regions in the country as
production has shifted west. You've left milk plants
siting with less than optimum volume they need 1o
be fully profitable and in the areain Michiganand ™~ ~
Indiana, we essentially had three plants doing about
the same thing — the Independent plant in Kalama-
200, the Michigan Milk Producers plant in Constan-
tine and the MMI plant in Goshen, Ind."

ICMPA's board of directors unanimously agreed to
this long-term relationship” says Courtade. Under
the arrangement, ICMPA and MM will work together
on milk supply needs, mutually strengthen the ability
o efficiently balance supplies when there’s too much
milk in the marketplace, reduce the costly overhead
of running two balancing facilities in the same market
area, and help to stabilize member incomes.

According to Courtade, the Kalamazoo plant
accounted for 193 million pounds of milk, 20 per-
cent of the co-op’s total amount of milk marketed.
“We'll still continue to supply everybody we had,
including Country Fresh and Bareman Dairy. It is
just the surplus milk we had that was going to
Kalamazoo that we're selling to MMI now.”

Don Schriver, executive vice president and
chief executive officer, MM, agrees that the rela-
tionship will be beneficial to the farmer-members
of both organizations.

“This is a win-win situation for the members
of both dairy cooperatives,” says Schriver. “MMI and
Continued on page 7
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On June 24, during the recent Ag Expo farmers, Jndustry leaders and elected officials gathered at the site of the newly
opened Anthony Hall to celebrate their combined efforts in securing the Livestock Initiative. At the same time, Michigan
Department of Agriculture Director Dan Wyant (left), MSU Board of Trustee Dee Cook (center) and MFB President Jack Lau-
rie unveiled the plaque that will commemorate the site where the former livestock pavilion once stood.

Ottawa County judge rules in
favor of preserving farmland from
development

n late June, an Ottawa County judge ruled in

favor of residents within a rural Ottawa Coun-
ty township's farmland preservation, curtailing
the development of a major subdivision with a
large turkey farm owned by Harley Sietsema as
its neighbor.

It is repeated many times throughout the state
— residential interests pitted against the long-stand-
ing agricultural base in the township. What makes
this conflict unique is that the Allendale Township
Planning Commission originally approved the re-
quest to rezone the 37 acres needed for the com-
plete subdivision and the township board subse-
quently approved the request.

“At that time, the planning commission did
give him (Forner) the zoning change and were
aware of Mr. Sietsema’s concerns and put in some
requirements in the approval of the plan that they
thought might help at least control some of the
anticipated problems that might occur between the
two different uses,” explains Township Supervisor
Jim Beelen. “They had a buffer strip, including a
berm with some plantings on it, and they also re-
quired a statement in the deed that this subdivision
was locited next to a farming operation and they
were protected by the Right-to-Farm Act."

It wasn't until Ottawa County Farm Bureau
member Harley Sietsema, the owner of the large
turkey farm, began a petition drive in the spring of
1995 that the ruling granting the subdivision was
overturned. In August of that year, voters in the grow-

ing township west of Grand Rapids overwhelmingly
rejected the zoning change sending the developer,
Phillip Forner, to the Ottawa County Circuit Court.

“This is a landmark case for Michigan,” ex
plains Dr. David Skjaerlund, executive director for
the Rural Development Council of Michigan. “It
proves that individuals, farmers and the community
have the right to decide what type of development
should occur in their township.”

“Forner then sued the township claiming a
taking and that his constitutional rights were violat-
ed,” Beelen adds.

“They claimed that our zoning of the property
essentially rendered it valueless,” explained Jim
Nelson, the attorney who represented Allendale
Township. "And we should therefore compensate
them for the lost value of the property. So our de-
fense was to claim first under the due process
claim, they essentially have to demonstrate that the
zoning of this property is not reasonable.”

That’s when the township called in experts on
land values, MSU crop and soil scientists, and
Skjaerlund to testify on the validity of the zoning
ordinance.

“This case was on the cutting edge of zoning
issues,” Nelson adds, “because more and more we
are faced with the urban sprawl into agricultural
areas. And more and more we are beginning to
realize that it does cause a conflict. It used to be if
you develop out in the country somewhere, there
was no problem doing that. And people would do

that without any concern about compatibility
between the two uses. Now, you put a residential
development next to a high-intensity agricultural
operation, you're going to have conflict. And we
certainly addressed those conflicts with this case.”

“The ruling by the judge further proves the
point that local communities are willing to go the
extra step in preserving farmland in Michigan,”
adds MFB Legislative Counsel Scott Everett. “The
growth of residential property in Ottawa County is
very similar to other parts of the country and each
township needs to evaluate how they are going to
handle residential growth.”

To assist the township in better handling the
conflicts which arise in a generally agricultural
area, the township has organized a committee
comprised of their planning and zoning adminis-
trator, 2 township board member and three farm-
ers. We organized this committee “to look at our
zoning ordinances and see once if we can't come
up with better ways of dealing with these situa-
tions where you do have residential use butting
up to farming interests,” Beelen adds.

“I think prior to the formation of this com-
mittee,” he states. “We have a commitment to
preserving farmland. It’s how do we deal with the
residentially zoned areas that are going to be adja-
cent to farmland. You're always going to have that
line somewhere. And that's where this situation
was. It was right at that line of residential and
agricultural.” &
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News
in Brief

From the
President

Clean air proposal out

of touch with reality

crucial deadline for agriculture is loom-

ing in Washington, D.C., regarding the

Environmental Protection Agency’s
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for
ozone and particulate matter. Under the EPA proposal,
new air quality standards will measure average ozone
readings and particulate matter (soot and dust). EPA
estimates that 34.3 percent of fine particulate matter
can be attributed to agriculture and forestry.

While the EPA's plan to improve air quality may
have been well intentioned, the end result will be eco-
nomically disastrous and, ironically, will not improve air
quality. The new air quality standards are a textbook
example of what happens when overzealous regulators
fail to employ common sense and sound scientific data
in their decision-making process.

Ask farmers in California what the future holds if
this proposal, already rubber-stamped by the Clinton
administration, is approved by Congress. Farmers
there have been battling with EPA over the agency's
use of erroneous projections for dust from various
farm operations rather than conducting research and
establishing actual emission data. A major portion of
California’s agriculture has been operating under strin-
gent emission standards under the 1990 Clean Air Act.

Here are a few examples of the absurdities
farmers in California have had to contend with.
The EPA originally indicated that alfalfa was disced
eight times per year, rice 13 times per year and
rangeland twice per year. First, farmers disc and
seed alfalfa, at most, once every three or more
years, not eight per year; and farmers don't even
disc rice or rangeland at all, much less 13 and two
times per year, respectively.

Some of the control measures suggested for
agricultural operations included: sprinkler irrigation
on fields prior to planting water tanks mounted on
tractors and water sprays on the back of discing
equipment, and the use of shaking equipment to
shake trucks and farm implements prior to exiting a
field or unpaved road onto a paved road (this
would supposedly eliminate the carry-out of mud

or dirt, which would later be entrained into the
atmosphere by cars or trucks on paved roads).

Just by updating the EPA's estimates with
current acreage information for each crop and
correcting the number of passes per acre for till-
age implements, the agricultural emission levels
for tillage operations were reduced 30 percent,

At one point it was discussed that farms be
permitted by their local air districts. In the San
Joaquin Valley alone, it was speculated that over
31,000 permits would need to be written for
farms. Each silage pile, unpaved road and equip-
ment storage yard, to name a few, would have
been permitted. The district estimated that it
would need 70 additional permitting engineers to
process air quality permits just for farms.

In the original EPA projections, it was as-
sumed that all farming in California was “dryland”
farmed. It assumed that the land was not irrigated,
and that there was no vegetation cover, or cover
canopy, from the crops. Once irrigation and vege-
tation cover were put into the wind erosion equa-
tions, wind erosion was reduced an incredible 80
percent, from 410 tons per day to 58 tons per day.

Probably the most blatant example of an inaccu-
rate estimate, which would have cost the agricultural
industry thousands of dollars, was the initial emission
projections used for combustion engines used to
drive irrigation pumps. The EPA originally estimated
nitrogen oxide (NOX) emissions at 626 tons per day
from all the pumps in the San Joaquin Valley. This
would be the highest emissions category for NOX
transmissions in the San Joaquin Valley, exceeding all
the mobile sources including all cars and trucks,
which together only emit 353 tons per day.

Driven by agricultural inquiries, a new study
was commissioned that was based on actual inter-
views with 360 farmers. The new study deter-
mined that the NOX emission for these pumps is
only 32 tons per day.

A shotgun approach will only serve to put
American agriculture out of competition with other
countries and put agricultural producers out of
work. Because U.S. agricultural commodity prices
are tied to world prices, a farmer cannot simply
“pass on" the cost of doing business to the consum-
er. Any increase in operational costs of farming
becomes significant and must be based on accurate
information that justifies the expenditures.

The agriculture community enjoys breathing
clean air as much as anybody, but it doesn't want
to waste money on control measures that have
little or no effect on cleaning up the air of this
nation. It is an absolute necessity that the EPA be
held accountable and be required to use science-
based research, so that intelligent, reasonable and
justifiable decisions can be made,

Sincerely,

Jack Laurie, President
Michigan Farm Bureau

Take me out to the ball game!

Detroit Tigers and FFA - Fundraising
Partners

ummertime fun is yours with FFA! You, your

family, and friends can have aball... ata
Detroit Tiger Baseball game, and you can help the
Michigan FFA at the same time,

When you order Tiger Baseball tickets using
the FFA order form, $4 will be donated to Michigan
FFA for any game in the 1997 season.

Don't wait! Call (313) 963-2050 to get your
Michigan FFA order form, then call your friends and
family, get some peanuts and Crackerjacks and get
ready to have a ball!

But wait, there's more

Sunday, Sept. 7 is FFA Day at Tiger Stadium. On

Sept. 7at 1:00 p.m. the Tigers play the Anaheim An-

gels. When we sell 1,000 tickets, there will be a pre-
game FFA show on the field conducted by our own
FFA members, with one lucky person winning the
honor of throwing out the first pitch (name will be
drawn from Sept. 7 ticket orders). You'll also have
special seating when you use the FFA order form. The
Tiger mascot will even visit you during the game!

If that isn't enough, there will be some special
surprises on Michigan FFA Game Day, Sept. 7.

It's important to use the FFA Tiger Baseball order
form when ordering your tickets. It's the only way you
can have a ball and benefit your Michigan FFA. Use the
order form for group and/or individual orders. You can
make as many copies of the order form as you need.

Get your whole community and take them out
to the ball park! g

Campaign management workshop helps to win

an election
he 1998 elections will provide opportunities
for candidates to seek election to many town-
ship, county, state and federal public offices. These
offices include township trustee, county commis-
sioner, state representative, state senator and U.S.
representative, to mention just a few.

In past elections, many Farm Bureau mem-
bers as well as others have been candidates for
local, state and federal public offices. Some have
been successful while others have not. Whatever
the outcome, the candidates have learned from
their experience that a well-planned and execut-
ed election campaign is very important. They
have also learned that because election cam-
paigns require time and money, it is important to
begin thinking early about the effort to win.

To assist Farm Bureau members who are
thinking about being a candidate for any public
office in 1998, Michigan Farm Bureau will spon-
sor a "How to Win an Election” Campaign Man-
agement Workshop. The workshop will be held
September 16-17 at Farm Bureau Center in Lan-

sing. It will provide useful information and op-
portunities for hands-on experience in preparing
an effective election campaign. Topics covered
will include the formula for winning, campaign
laws and reports, selecting the right issues, rais-
ing money, working with the news media, orga-
nizing the campaign, obtaining volunteers, get-
out-the-vote, etc.

1f you may be a candidate for any public office
in 1998, you are encouraged to consider attending
the workshop. Also, if you know of others who may
be a candidate and could benefit from the Cam-
paign Management Workshop, please share this
information with them in case they would like to
attend. Spouses and campaign managers are en-
couraged to attend with the candidate.

There will be a fee charged to attend of
about $95 per person to cover materials and
meals. Persons attending must be Farm Bureau
members. To obtain an enrollment form, please
contact the Public Affairs Division by calling 517-
323-6560. @

Piedmontese: Tomorrow’s beef today!

e Piedmontese Association of Michigan will

be sponsoring a Field Day Aug. 2, hosted by
Red Bird Farm. This event is scheduled to begin at
10 a.m. Lunch will be served from 11:30 am. to 1
p.m. featuring Piedmontese Beef, Scheduled
events for the day include:
® An embryo flushing and implanting presentation

will be given.

® Wayne Schlabach will discuss Certified Beef
Program.

® Door prizes to be awarded throughout day.
® Come and Enjoy!

Several area breeders will have their animals
on display.

For more information or directions, call Ron
or Sandy Mroz (810) 667-7389 &

Kellogg Biological Station field day slated for

Aug. 6

rofitable Michigan farming in a changing envi-

ronment is the theme for MSU's Kellogg Bio-
logical Station (KBS) Field Day, set for Aug. 6 at the
station’s Farming Systems Center.

“The goal of the field day is to highlight
some of the ecological research that’s going on at
KBS and throughout the farm fields of Michigan,”
said Dale Mutch, MSU Extension IPM agent based

ers who have participated in on-farm research is
scheduled from 5 to 6 p.m.

An evening pasture walk at the KBS managed
rotational grazing demonstration site will run from
7 p.m. to sunset.

“We are inviting Kalamazoo County grazers to
join the pasture walk in the evening after the pre-
sentation,” Mutch said.

at KBS. Families dre encouraged to bring their chil-
The field day will begin at 2:30 p.m. Demon- dren for a special program led by the Kalamazoo

strations will focus on nitrogen management, cover County 4-H Teen Club.

crops, landscape-level insect management and dairy To register for the field day, call the KBS Ex-

forage. Presentations and a poster session by farm- tension office at 1-800-521-2619. &

Strawberry company indicted

he strawberry processing plant that earlier this

year sold hepatitis A-infected strawberries to
the federal school lunch program was indicted re-
cently for lying when company officials told Agricul-
ture Department investigators that the berries were
grown domestically.

The Andrew & Williamson Sales Company's
former president, Frederick Williamson, and the
company were charged with one count of defraud-
ing the United States, three counts of making false

statements and 43 counts of false claims stemming
from incidents surrounding the hepatitis outbreak
that sickened nearly 200 Michigan students and
teachers in April.

An A&W salesman pleaded guilty last month
to three counts of misleading the government
and is expected to be sentenced in August. The
salesman in question, Richard Kershaw, is expect-
ed to testify for the government in the William-
son case. &

Lester knows every farmer wants
buildings that look good, provide long

standard, is pre-engineered from top
quality materials and backed by the

term reliability, and are affordable. Uni- industry’s leading warranty.
Frame® agricultural buildings from For handsome, functional agricultural
Lester meet the highest standards for buildings, visit your local independent
appearance, durability and value. Lester Builder or call 1-800-826-4439.
Every structure, custom designed or
LESTER BUILDING SYSTEMS
A Drvision of Butier Manufacturing Company
Shermak Bidg. & Land Development  Keystone Builders  Miller Construction & Equipment, Inc.
B Harbor Springs West Branch
810-227-8298 616-347-2010 517-345-2499
800-390-5892
Cole Construction Co. NOVA Construction Deloof Construction ~ T&W Construction
Coldwater Newport Kalamazoo Almont
517-278-6867 313-586-8528 616-375-5942 810-798-8331
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Kill the death tax

oving with surprising speed, both the
House and Senate have passed legislation
to reform the federal estate tax — referred to as the
death tax.
The House bill increases the current $600,000

death tax exemption to $1 million by 2007. The exemp-

tion would rise to $650,000 in 1998, $750,000 in 1999,
$765,000 in 2000, $775,000 in 2001 through 2004,
$800,000 in 2005, $825,000 in 2006 and $1 million in
2007. Beginning in 2008, the exemption would be
indexed annually for inflation.

The Senate bill increases the $600,000 ex-
emption to §1 million by 2006. The exemption
rises to $625,000 in 1998, $640,000 in 1999,
$660,000 in 2000, $675,000 in 2001, $725,000 in
2002, $750,000 in 2003, $800,000 in 2004,
$900,000 in 2005 and $1 million in 2006. The bill
also provides an additional $1 million exemption
for family-owned businesses including farms.

Prior to passage of the bills, state Farm Bu-
reaus supplied the American Farm Bureau with
23,000 letters written by members in every state

NATIONAL

For more information on
legislative topics in the

Michigan Farm News,
call 800-292-2680.

as part of the Kill the death tax campaign. The
AFBF scheduled a meeting with House Speaker
Newt Gingrich and House Ways and Means Com-
mittee Chairman Bill Archer, to display the letters
and show the strong support that exists for sig-
nificant reform of the death tax. Following the
meeting, the letters were delivered to individual
senators and representatives to whom they were
addressed.

Despite passage of the bills by the House
and Senate, the Kill the death tax campaign con-
tinued until July 8. Congress was on recess until
July B. When Congress returned, the two bills
went to 2 Conference Committee to work out the
differences between the House and Senate ver-
sions. Additional letters from members were
delivered to Michigan congressman shortly after
their return and should prove to be helpful in
showing members of the Conference Committee
that they should adopt the most far-reaching
reform possible.

MFB Contact: Al Almy, ext. 2040 @

Balanced budget agreement

n addition to the House and Senate action to
I reform the death tax (see above), provisions
were also passed dealing with capital gains, health
insurance deductions for the self-employed and the
federal gasoline tax.

Both House and Senate bills cut the capital
gains tax rate for those in the 28 percent bracket
to 20 percent and to 10 percent for taxpayers in
the 15 percent bracket. The tax cut applies to
capital assets purchased on or after May 7, 1997.

The Senate approved an amendment increas-

ing the tax deduction for health insurance paid by

the self-employed to 100 percent by 2007. Current

NATIONAL

law increases the deduction to 80 percent by 2006.

The Senate approved a provision directing
that all federal gas tax money be deposited in the
Highway Trust Fund. Under current law only 14
cents of the 18.3 cents per gallon tax is deposited
in the Highway Trust Fund. The remaining 4.3
cents is used to reduce the federal deficit.

The Senate also approved extending the
ethanol tax credit through 2007 at gradually di-
minishing levels. An amendment was added
which allows farmers to use income-averaging
over three years to calculate their taxes.

MFB Contact: Al Almy, ext. 2040 g

Particulate matter standards

arlier this year, the Environmental Protection

Agency published proposed standards restrict-
ing emissions of ozone and particulate matter (PM)
into the air. Agriculture practices identified as emit-
ting fine PM or ozone include dairies, feedlots, fuel
combustion sources, diesel engine emissions and
dust from soil preparation, harvesting, grain mills
and grain elevators, The standards can significantly
impact agriculture because it is impossible to farm
without stirring up some dust.

On June 26, President Clinton announced his

administration will proceed to adopt and implement

the proposed standards with some slight changes.
The new rule requires EPA to conduct a full scientific
review of the health effects of fine particles before
designating any new non-attainment areas or requir-
ing new controls. EPA will be allowed up to five years
to monitor and analyze data on particulate matter.
Non-attainment areas will then be given three addi-
tional years to submit air quality plans and EPA will
have 18 months to review the plans and an unspeci-
fied time to comply with the new standards.

The delayed implementation and slightly
modified standards were an attempt to defuse

Increase Yield Potential with ACA®Plus

ACAQPIUS can be impregnated on dry or blended into liguid starter
fertilizers, placed in furrow or on the side at planting, broadcast
pre-plant, or top-dressed on a wide variety of crops to help boost yields.

See the difference in yield with
quality, user-friendly products
Better Root Systems, More Vigorous Plants, Easier Harvesting,
Increased Profits from Increased Yield Potential -- Proven Performance!

APIus

For more information please contact your local
ACA @dealer or call: Marc Hooper

growing bipartisan opposition in Congress and from
business and labor. Democrats and Republicans are
now preparing legislation to overturn the final rule.
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Migrant and Seasonal Worker
Protection Act

he Migrant and Seasonal Worker Protection Act
(MSWPA) has created problems for many farm-

ers who hire migrant and seasonal workers. To elim-
inate many of these problems, H.B. 2038 has been
introduced by Congressman Charles Canady (R-
Fla.). The bill would make the following reforms to
MSWPA:

& Ensures that a farmer will not Jose his MSWPA

family farm exemption if his employees work
for another farmer on their free time, if the
farmer uses a state employment service to ob-
tain referrals of potential employees, or if the
farmer obtained referrals for employment from
other migrant farm workers

m Specifies that when farm workers voluntarily

enter into car pooling arrangements, or such
car pools are undertaken pursuant to any feder-
al, state or local law (such as clean air attain-
ment regulations) that such car pooling does
not constitute farm labor contracting activity
within the MSWPA definition; thus, a farm work-
er driving a car pool will not be considered an
unregistered farm labor contractor, and his
employer will not be held in violation of
MSWPA

Requires Department of Labor personnel
charged with MSWPA enforcement to meet with
a farmer both before and after any inspection
visit to discuss the purpose of the inspection
visit and result of the visit

m Grants farmers a 10-day grace period in which

they can correct violations of MSWPA before

either Department of Labor can levy 2 penalty,
or before a legal aid can bring a lawsuit

m Excuses from MSWPA regulation any farm work-

er housing regulated and approved by a federal
or state agency

m Excuses a farmer from MSWPA liability for

housing violations that are caused by or are

within the responsibility of housed migrant
farm workers

MFB Position: Farm Bureau is supporting

the legislation.

MFB Contact: Al Almy, ext. 2040 @

® Specifies that when determining whether a

farmer is the joint employer of his farm labor
contractor’s employees, the Department of
Labor will consider solely the nature and de-
gree of the farmer’s control of the workers, the
degree of the farmer’s supervision of the farm
worker's work, the farmer’s ability to determine
pay rates and various methods of payment, the
farmer’s right to hire, fire, or set conditions of
employment for farm workers, and whether the

farmer prepares payroll and pays wages of farm
workers

m Specifies that a farmer is not responsible for

confirming farm labor contractor status in a car
pooling situation unless the farmer has actual
knowledge of illegal farm labor contracting
activity; thus, if farm workers are car pooling
and paying the driving farm workers for expens-
es, or where a third party unknown to the farm-
er is providing transportation for compensa-
tion, the farmer has no responsibility for ascer-
taining whether that transportation provider is
MSWPA-registered

® Modifies the definition of migrant and seasonal
farm workers to specify that persons working
vear-around for the same farmer are not cov-
ered by MSWPA

® Removes the federal standard for farm worker
vehicle insurance and specifies that vehicles will
be insured to applicable state standards for
employer transportation of employees

® Establishes a two-year statute of limitations for
criminal and civil violations of MSWPA.

MFB Position: Michigan Farm Bureau sup-
ports H.B. 2038, and has asked those Michigan
congressmen representing districts where farmers
employ migrant or seasonal workers to cosponsor
the legislation.

MFB Contact: Al Almy, ext. 2040. @

Continued on page 4
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Serving Michigan
farm families is
our only business

since its beginning in 1971, Michigan Farm Radio Network's only
objective has been to serve Michigan’s farm families. This
dedication to serve agriculture is shared by 27 local radio stations
in Michigan. Through these stations, Michigan Farm Radio Network
provides the latest in market analysis, weather and news to Farm
Bureau members daily on the following stations:

Grower Service Corporation
A United Agri Products Company
Lansing, Michigan 517-333-8788

L~

Station City Frequency Morning Report Noon Report
WABJ Adrian 1490 5:45 am 11:05-12:00 pm
WATZ Alpena 1450 5:30 am 11:30 am
WTKA Ann Arbor 1050 6:05 am 12:00-1:00 pm
WLEW Bad Axe 1340 6:30 am 12:50 pm
WKJF Cadillac 1370 5:45 am 11:10 am
WKYO Caro 1360 6:15 am 12:10-1:00 pm
WTVB Coldwater 1590 5:45 am 12:00-1:00 pm
WDOW Dowagiac 1440 6:05 am 12:15 pm
WGHN AM  Grand Haven 1370 5:45 am 12:15 pm
WGHN FM  Grand Haven 92.1 5:45 am 12:15 pm
WPLB Greenville 1380 6:15 am 11:50 am
WBCH Hastings 1220 6:15 am 12:30 pm
WCSR Hillsdale 1340 6:45 am 12:45 pm
WHTC Holland 1450 12:15 pm
WION lonia 1430 6:45 am 12:30-1:00 pm
WKZO Kalamazoo 590 5:00-6:00 am 12:00-1:00 pm
WPLB FM Lakeview 106.3 _6:15am 12:15 pm
WOAP Owosso 1080 7:15 am 12:40 pm
WHAK Rogers City 960 12:15 pm
WMLM St. Louis 1520 6:05 am 12:20 pm
WsGW Saginaw 790 5:55 am 11:30-12:30 pm
WMIC Sandusky 660 6:15 am 12:45 pm
WKICFM  Tawas City 104.7 12:40 pm
WLKM Three Rivers 1510 5:45 am 12:15 pm
WTCM Traverse City 580 5:45 am 11:10 am
Visit our web site at: WWW.mim.com
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STATE
Amendments to
PA. 591, the Land
Division Act and

voting record

B. 345, sponsored by Sen. Leon Stille (R-Spring

Lake), passed the Senate and was referred to the
House Agriculture Committee where a substitute ver:
sion was adopted. Farm Bureau strongly supported the
substituted version. However, that version of the bill
failed to receive enough votes to be adopted on the
House floor. $.B. 345 was then substituted on the
House floor with another bill by Rep. Alley (D-West
Branch), which ultimately passed the House and Sen-
ate. The bill is now on the way to the Governor for
his signature.

S.B. 345, as passed by the House, amends the
Land Division Act in the following areas:

m Limits the local unit of government’s zoning author-
ity at the time of division to width, depth and area.

m Establishes the Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) rules for water and sewer to apply
for all divisions of land smaller than 1 acre at the
time a building permit is requested, rather than
at the time of division.

® Establishes the local health department rules for
water and sewer to apply for all divisions of land
larger than 1 acre at the time a building permit is
requested rather than at the time of division.

m Provides for penalties for violation of the act.

m Provides for a process to track the transferring of
exempt divisions

Potential problems with S.B. 345:

m It does not contain the clear authority for local
units of government to administer this act. It
appears local control may be severely limited.

m Local units of government may only ensure
proposed divisions are in compliance with
width, depth and area zoning ordinances at the
time of division. Attempts by local communities
to protect farms or rural character of an area
through clustering, site density, setbacks, etc.,
by use of zoning, can only be done at the build-
ing permit stage, virtually eliminating the ability
to do so. Local units of government could be
put in a position of approving land divisions,
even if it doesn’t comply with zoning ordinanc-
es, and then attempting to deny a building per-
mit because the building site does not meet
current zoning.

m Sanitary requirements will be at the building per-
mit stage. A proposed division could be approved
by the local unit of government, then a building
permit could be denied because the division can-
not meet either DEQ or local health department
standards for water and sewer.

Farm Bureau opposes S.B. 345, as passed by
the House of Representatives, due to the fact that
the bill:

m Limits the ability of the use of local zoning to
protect agriculture.

m Restructures the local review process thus creating
potential legal problems for local government.

m Does not contain key items as required by Farm
Bureau policy.

MFB Position: Farm Bureau supported a
YES vote on §.B. 345

MFB Contact: Scout Everett, ext. 2046 g

USDA corn and
soybean acreage
report
he Agriculture Department released in late
June its corn and soybean planted acreage
report, showing both crops will reach at least 10-
year-plus highs.

For corn, USDA says farmers nationwide
planted nearly 80.2 million acres of corn. The fig-
ures represent the highest amount of corn acreage
since 1985, which would be the second largest
corn crop in history.

Soybean plantings will hit nearly 70.9 million
acres this year, making this year the highest num-
ber of planted soybean acres since 1982. The num-
bers represent an increase of six million-plus acres
over last year. The USDA figures are more than
two million acres higher than private soybean
analysts had estimated. If the planted acreage
holds, this year's soybean harvest could be the
largest in history. g

Here is how the House of Representatives
voted:

Name

James Agee
Tom Alley
David Anthony
Paul Baade
Laura Baird
Lyn Bankes
Ray Basham
Patricia L Birkholz
Bill Bobier
Beverly Bodem
Rose Bogardus
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Name

Pat Gagliardi
David Galloway
Terry Geiger

John Gernaat
Donald H. Gilmer
Sharon Gire
Patricia Godchaux
Michael J. Goschka
Mike Green
Michael J. Griffin
David M. Gubow
Dan Gustafson
Derrick F. Hale
Beverly Hammerstrom
Michael Hanley
Clark Harder
Cuntis Hertel
Morris W. Hood Jr.

Kwame M. Kilpatrick
Alvin H. Kukuk
Edward LaForge
Gerald H. Law
Burton Leland
Clyde LeTante
John Lewellyn
Terry London
Allen Lowe
George W. Mans
Lynne Martinez
Thomas Mathieu
Jim McBryde

Party Legislator's Vote Name

N Michelle McManus
Y James McNutt
N James Mick Middaugh
Thomas Middleton
Raymond M. Murphy
Michael E. Nye
Dennis Olshove
Lynn Owen
Glenn Oxender
Joseph Palamara
Mary Lou Parks
Huben Price Jr
Vote Kirk Profit
Michael Prusi
Nancy L Quarles
Andrew Raczkowski
Kim Rhead
Andcew C. Rict
Vera B. Rison
Sue Rocca
Vote Mark Schaver
Gloria Schermesser
Mary Schroer
Martha G. Scott
Judith L Scranton
Ken Sikkema
Keith B. Suliworth
Paul Tesanovich

N
Did Nox Vote
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llona Varga

Ed Vaughn

Harold Voorhees St
Timothy L Walberg
Ted Wallace
Howard Wetters

g
g
g

Did Not Vote
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Truck Registration Fees

As part of the Governor's transportation re-
form package, S.B. 581 was introduced to
raise truck registration fees. 5.B. 581, as introduced
and as it passed the Senate Transportation Commit-
tee, would have raised $38 million per year in addi-
tional funding for state roads and bridges. It would
have raised the additional funding by increasing
registration fees for all truck plates by 35 percent.
On the Senate floor, however, a substitute was
adopted to increase fees on a gradual basis. Fees for
trucks with a gross vehicle weight up to 80,000 Ibs.
would be increased 30 percent, trucks between
80,001 and 130,000 Ibs. would be increased 40 per-
cent, and trucks above 130,000 Ibs. would be in-

creased 50 percent. An amendment was added to
exempt the farm plates from any increases.

Farm Bureau supported an amendment spon-
sored by Sen. McManus (R-Traverse City) to change
the graduated fee system (o a straight 30 percent
for all vehicle weights (the farm plate would remain
exempt from increases). 20 votes were needed on
the Senate floor to have the amendment adopted. It
was adopted by a vote of 20 to 17.

Farm Bureau supported 2 “YES” vote on the
amendment. A “NO" vote would have made heavier
trucks pay much more than lighter trucks. Studies
have shown that heavier trucks do no more damage
to the roads than lighter trucks.

The following senators supported Farm Bureau’s position and voted “YES™:

-

o R T L TS AR i =
m’ Setl
Dingell
The following senators did not support Farm Bureau's position and voted "NO"™:
e et e GO G 2 MRS b VDT SR
__Bouchad Geake  OBden ____ Sullings
AL radl TN M N B T T o v v Sk
Cherry Hoffman Posthumus Vaughn.
Senator Carl was absent for the vote.

MFB Contact: Tim Goodrich, ext. 2048

MSU dairy scholarships awarded

ore than $34,000 in scholarships has been
divided among 16 Michigan State University
students who intend to pursue careers in dairy
production or in the dairy food industry.
The scholarships, based on academic merit
and professional goals, were awarded for the 1997-
98 academic year at MSU.
The funds are provided each year by the Mich-
igan Dairy Memorial Scholarship Foundation Inc.
Scholarships of $1,000 each have been award-
ed 1o incoming freshmen Sarah Zagata, of Sebewa-
ing; Jeremy Arend, Baroda; Nathanael Desjarlais,

Dagget; and John Whitmore, Ithaca.

Scholarships of $2,500 each have been award-
ed to Troy Bowman, of Alto; Luke Haywood, Hast-
ings; Suzanne Sickels, Bronson; Andy Zagata, Sebe-
waing; Dana Kirk, St. Johns; Kerry Akerman, North
Adams; Amy Steffey, Stockbridge; Kyle Weidmayer,
Ann Arbor; Tricia Marshall, Stockbridge; William
Sickener, Otter Lake; Micheal Dietz, Webberville;
and Jamie Juros, Hamilton.

Rebecca Mitchell, of Hersey, was awarded the
Glenn Lake Scholarship, which covers all tuition
and fees for the coming academic year. &

MSU'’s Dairy Expo is intended for the

entire dairy family

hat is beginning to look like the
state's biggest dairy event, the Michi-
gan Dairy Expo, July 22-26, will feature

a nearly equal mixture of shows, workshops and
seminars for youth and adult dairy producers.

About 500 of the state’s top dairy animals are
expected to be shown at the event, which will fea-
ture 4-H and FFA youth events, adult state breed
shows and more than 50 commercial exhibitors
from 10 states.

Richard Pursley, Michigan State University spe-
cialist in dairy youth events, says the event has been
in the discussion and planning stage for several years.

“Our ideas and hopes really didn't begin to
materialize until the Pavilion for Agriculture and
Livestock Education was built — that proved to be
the catalyst for what had been talked about for

The adult portion of the event will include,
beginning on July 25 (Friday) of Expo, the state
shows for holstein, Brown Swiss, Ayrshire, red and
white holstein, jersey and guernsey breeds.

Included in the dairy management seminars
for producers will be discussion on July 24 (Thurs-

day) on increasing dairy herd reproductive efficien-
cy and, on Friday, discussion with some of the
state’s top producers on how they are positioning
their farms for business in the next decade. On
Saturday, discussion will focus on how the new
dairy policy will affect milk marketing in the future.

“We have some of the top speakers in their
respective fields for the seminars, and I'm sure that
producers will benefit from the information that will
be provided,” Pursley says.

The youth events will include the All-Michigan
Dairy Youth Show and the Showmanship Contest,
the State 4-H and FFA Dairy Cattle Judging Con-
tests, and a Dairy Quiz Bowl. Youth workshops will
focus on herd health, fitting and showing dairy
cattle, and dairy cattle judging.

The top picks of the breed shows will be ex-
hibited on Friday and Saturday, and the “Supreme
Champion” will be selected from the breed show
winners as the Dairy Expo concludes.

More information about the Expo can be ob-
tained from Pursley by writing to him at the Depan-
ment of Animal Science, MSU, East Lansing, M1
48824-1225, or calling 517-355-8319. &

MMPA hosts 60" 4-HIMMPA Milk Marketing Tour

Oe 50 members and adult leaders of 4H
clubs and FFA chapters from several Michigan
counties gathered at Michigan Milk Producers Associ-
ation (MMPA) headquarters in Novi on June 12-13 for
the 60" Annual 4-H/MMPA Milk Marketing Tour.

This two-day conference, co-sponsored by
MMPA and Michigan State University Extension, is
the longest running 4-H activity in Michigan. More
than 4,000 students have participated in the tour
over the past 60 years.

Retired MMPA general manager Jack Barnes
met with the students for a special anniversary
presentation. Barnes participated in one of the
first 4-H/Milk Marketing Tours and was later a
long-time MMPA employee, serving as the general
manager for 26 years.

This year's tour focused on milk marketing
principles and the business of dairy cooperatives.
Several MMPA managers and President Eiwood

Kirkpatrick shared information about milk market-
ing, dairy policies and quality milk testing. Dr. Joe
Domecq, coordinator for the Michigan State Uni-
versity’s Ag Tech Dairy Management Program,
shared career ideas and educational options with
the students.

While at the tour, the students visited Michi-
gan Dairy in Livonia where they watched the pro-
cessing of various dairy products. This provided
an opportunity for students to learn first-hand
what happens to milk after it leaves the farm.

For many of the students, this was their first
formal exposure to cooperatives and their vital
role in milk marketing. Co-chairing the event were
Andy Atherton, from Gaines, and Matt Dillon, from
Jerome, participants from last year's tour.

MMPA, established in 1916, is a milk market-
ing cooperative owned and controlied by 3,400
dairy farmer members. &
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Market
Outlook

by Dr. Jim Hilker,
Department of
Agricultural Econom-
ics, Michigan State
University

ood crop progress over the majority of the

Corn Belt has dropped corn prices sharply,
but we have a lot of growing season to go, includ-
ing the critical pollenation period. At this point,
given new crop corn bids, the market seems to be
assuming sharply above trend yields. It took a
bullish Plantings Report and a positive Stocks
Report 1o stop the slide, at least temporarily.

On June 30, the USDA released an updated
Planted and Planting Intentions Report and the
quarterly Stocks Report. While the USDA won't
update their Supply/Demand Report until July 11
to include the new information, I have updated
mine as shown below in Table 1. The latest survey
showed producers will plant 80.2 million acres of
corn, up 700,000 from last year, but 1.2 million
acres less than their March intentions.

The USDA also released the quarterly Stocks
Report and it showed feed use was higher than
expected in the third quarter. We would expect
this to continue through the fourth quarter. Corn
exports have been running behind expectations
and it appears they will come in about 15 million
bushels below the June estimates—although this
sharp drop in prices may help.

Now let's see how all of these affect the sup-
ply/demand situation. First off, I increased feed
use for 1996-97 by 50 million bushels to account
for the high rate of use. I then lowered the export

Seasonal Commodity Price Trends
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estimate by 15 million. This lowered projected
ending stocks from 909 to 874. While 874 million
bushels would only be considered barely adequate
early in the marketing year, once the market sees
(or thinks it sees) a good crop coming, it's consid-
ered more than sufficient, which explains the old
crop price drop.

At this point, | am assuming a 1997 corn yield
of 130 bushels per acre, 1-2 bushels above wrend
due to the good condition of the crop over most of
the Corn Belt. If we harvest corn for grain from 74
million acres, we use about six for silage, we would
have a 9.62 billion bushel corn crop. This is 220
million below the June projection. After subtracting
projections for use, which show year-to-year in-
creases in all categories, we end up with a projected
1.095 billion bushel carryout. A stocks-to-use ration
of 11.6 percent as this analysis would show, would
lead to an annual price of about $2.45 and a harvest
price near §2.30. This indicates to me that the mar-
ket is either assuming a yield of about 3 bushels per
acre higher, or an equivalent amount in lower use,
or some combination,

If you have any old crop unpriced, you might
as well wait for a weather scare, perhaps during
pollenation. However, if conditions are good going
into August, it will be time to consider letting re-
maining old crop go. Consider waiting on further
new crop pricing decisions. These low prices may
well stimulate use and we have lots of summer left
for weather scares.

he 1996-97 ending Stocks Report for wheat

was slightly smaller than expected, but not
nearly enough to offset the million acre increase
in spring wheat plantings relative to March inten-
tions. Not only are there more acres, but we ex-
pect to harvest a higher percentage of the acres
than normal. This, along with better than expect-

ed yields in the Plains, continued 10 push the
wheat market down.

For many years these relatively low wheat
prices would stimulate wheat for feed, but with
the drop in corn prices, wheat feeding is expected
to drop off a bit. Exports are projected to be high-
er this year than last year, but not nearly enough
to make up for the increase in expected produc-
tion and the larger carry-in. Ending stocks for
1997-98 are projected at a whopping 605 million
bushels, 26 percent of use, as shown in Table 2.
This points to $3.00-3.30 prices at harvest,

If this were corn or beans, and we had prices
this low near harvest, I would suggest holding off
on pricing decisions. That is easier said than done
with wheat due to high carrying costs. One sug-
gestion is to try and get a basis contract. That way
you are out of the storage business, they have the
wheat, and you can wait for a possible price in-
crease without a lot of downsize risk.

ometimes it hurts to be right. We have all

heard the explosion. For several months |
have suggested the soybean market was in an
explosive situation, up or down. The reason for
my prediction was the similarity between this
year's soybean market and last year's corn mar-
ket—very tight old crop stocks and an unknown
new crop coming. The unfortunate part is that the
soybean market exploded down.

The Stocks Report showed that use was still
going fairly strong through the third quarter, mak-
ing projected ending stocks even tighter than they
already were. However, the Planfed Acreage Re-
port showing huge acres, along with good crop
progress, along with potential imports waiting to
take the edge off, and the market collapsed.

The June Planting Intentions Report
showed the producers either had or were going
1o plant 70.9 million acres of soybeans. This is
6.7 million acres more than last year, 8.3 more
than 1995, and 2.1 million more than producers
had planned in March. We have shown that we
have freedom to farm.

As shown in Table 3, this will leave us with a
12.6 percent ending stocks-to-use ratio for 1997-
98, given a bit higher than trend yield and margin-
al increases in use. This puts prices for this fall
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under $6. As of the first part of July, the market
pushed prices down to a level that points to way
above-trend yields

They say August makes soybeans, so let's
wait until September, if we have to, to see if the
beans are made.

rofits are high and have been for a while; sow

slaughter has been very low and has been for
a while. Generally these are the reason and the
sign, respectively, that suggests rapid expansion.
We waited for the March Hogs and Pigs Report 10
show rapid expansion and it showed very little
expansion taking place. So we waited for the June
1 report, released June 26, to show rapid expan-
sion and it showed the breeding herd up only 1
percent from a year ago compared to the 3-6 per-
cent that was expected. Market hogs were up only
2 percent and March-May farrowings were the
same as last year, although the pig crop was up 2
percent in the past quarter due to increases in the
pigs saved per litter,

The one sign that expansion is occurring at
perhaps a little faster rate than the breeding herd
number suggest is the farrowing intentions. June-
August farrowing intentions are 105 percent of a
year ago and September-November intentions are
up 6 percent. While there is some conflict with the
breeding and intentions number, there are signs
that farrowings per year per sow are going up.

Michigan has finally stopped the slide in
breeding numbers, as the June 1 numbers were 7
percent higher than the previous June. Michigan
market hogs were down 1 percent. This left total
numbers the same as a year ago, and indications
from the field are this trend will continue.

My analysis would suggest that the futures
markets are close to what fundamentals would
suggest, given these new numbers. However, giv-
en they are good prices, and expansion may hit us
unexpectedly, consider locking in prices on a por-
tion of your expected production out through the
next year.

Onjuly 18, the USDA will release their mid-
year Cattle Inventory Report. It is expected
to show fewer beef cow numbers and a smaller -
calf crop. The January report indicated that the
calf crop would be down due to fewer beef cows;
the unknown is the damage done by the extreme
winter in the northern cow/calf areas. The next
question is, will the liquidation phase of the beef
cow cycle be cut short with the strong recovery in
calf prices? Before the report, calf prices are being
projected at $85 this fall.

Feed cattle prices will likely stay in the $60-
65 range through the summer which means lots of
red ink, even given lower corn prices. As we go
through the fall we could work our way up to $70
by December. At this point, there doesn't seem to
be any good forward pricing opportunities.

DAIRY

Larry G. Hamm
here is no positive news for dairy prices.
Farm pay prices are set to dive over the next
two months. The Basic Formula Price (BFP) de-
clined a total of $1.79 per hundredweight (cwt.)
during the months of April and May. Because the
BFP determines the future Class 1and Class II

¢ prices in the Federal Milk Marketing Order

(FMMO), those prices will be declining dramatical-
ly over the next two months. Farm pay prices have
already dropped in many instances below $13 per
cwt. and are now well on their way to $12 per cwt.
for July.

Only a June rally in the dairy product mar-
kets, which would show up in the June BFP (an-
nounced July 3), would prevent Michigan dairy
farm pay prices from dropping to these dramati-
cally low levels. Since the dairy products markets
did not improve for either cheddar cheese or but-
ter during June, the June Basic Formula Price will
be very close to May's level of $10.70 per cwt.

Milk production continues to slightly outpace
dairy product market demand resulting in low dairy
product prices. During June, the USDA's Commodi-
ty Credit Corporation (CCC) purchased both nonfat
dry milk and barrel cheddar cheese under the cur-
rent price support program. This is because the
wholesale selling prices for nonfat dry milk (NDM)
and barrel cheddar cheese in California are at the
U.S. government surplus program purchase prices.
The current CCC inventories are not so extensive as
to cap upward dairy product price movement for a
Continued on next page
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EEE Active Surveillance Program b
season efforts aimed at reducing in

he Michigan Department of Agriculture

(MDA), the Michigan Department of

Community Health (MDCH), local health
departments, and Michigan State University
(MSU) will be continuing their efforts to detect
Eastern Equine Encephalomyelitis (EEE) in Mich-
igan this year. The disease, commonly known as
“sleeping sickness,” has occurred in southern
lower Michigan counties in recent years.

The EEE Active Surveillance Program in-
cludes participation by local veterinarians to
identify suspected cases of EEE in horses, confir-
mation of suspected EEE cases in horses by MSU,
trapping of mosquitoes by local health depart-
ments, testing these mosquitoes for the virus by
MSU, and identifying sentinel wild bird flocks by
several county mosquito abatement agencies.
Additionally, the MDCH laboratory will test blood
from suspect human cases.

“The goal of the cooperative program is to
protect the health of Michigan's equine popula-
tion and to prevent human exposure to the ill-
ness by pinpointing areas in Michigan where the
risk of becoming infected is the highest,” said
MDA Director Dan Wyant.

“EEE is caused by a virus that is transmitted
by mosquitoes to people, horses, birds and vari-
ous other mammals. During 1996, there were no
reported cases of EEE in horses or people; how-
ever, 20 horses died of the disease in 1995 in
southwest Michigan,” said Dr. Steven Halstead,
equine programs coordinator, MDA,

Dr. Edward D. Walker, associate professor of
entomology at MSU, anticipates a large popula-
tion of mosquitoes for this coming season, thus
surveillance needs to be continued to prevent
iliness in people and horses. Although human
infection with the virus is rare, six Michigan resi-
dents and a small child from Indiana, who spent
time in southern Michigan, have contracted EEE
since 1980. Two of these cases occurred as re-
cently as 1995.

Detecting an outbreak of EEE is extremely

ins new
ction

important because the disease is fatal in 90 to 95
percent of horses and 60 percent of humans that
become infected. Birds recover quickly from the
disease and serve as a reservoir for the virus,
Horses and humans do not contract the disease
from each other, and can only become infected
after being bitten by mosquitoes that feed on
infected birds. Horses that develop symptoms of
EEE may be the first indicators that the virus is in
a particular area, so the reporting of all suspect
cases is critical. Humans can essentially eliminate
their risk of becoming infected by taking reason-
able precautions to avoid being bitten by mos-
quitoes.

In horses, signs of the disease include fever,
progressive muscle in coordination and paralysis.
Human symptoms include a high fever progress-
ing rapidly to coma.

People should try to avoid areas where mos-
quitoes are prevalent, particularly during evening
hours when they are most active, use insect re-
pellant when out-of-doors, and repair defective
window and door screens to keep mosquitoes
out. A vaccine is available to prevent the disease
in horses, but it is not readily available for hu-
man use and is not considered to be practical
because of the extremely low incidence of
human infection.

MDA recommends that horse owners con-
tact their veterinarian to discuss vaccination
against EEE. Veterinarians should report all sus-
pect cases of EEE to MDA's Animal Industry Divi-
sion at 517-373-1077. Suspected human cases
should be immediately reported to local health
departments, who will contact the MDCH.,

The EEE Active Surveillance Program has
enlisted the support of at least 60 equine veteri-
nary practices, 13 local health departments
throughout lower Michigan, four county mosqui-
to abatement agencies, three county volunteer
researchers, and two major universities. The
program will continue throughout the summer
and into early fall. &

Market Outlook

Continued from previous page

begins to decline and/or milk consumption begins
to improve, surplus production from California will
continue to move toward CCC warehouses,

The fundamental supply and demand situa-
tion in the dairy industry is not significantly out
of balance. Just as last summer’s small shortage
caused a rapid increase in dairy product prices,
this spring’s small surplus is causing a rapid drop
in dairy product prices. It is still likely that dairy
product markets will tighten later this fall result-
ing in the ability of the BFP to move up signifi-
cantly. In the meantime, dairy product prices
and, therefore, farm level pay prices, are stuck at
the current very low levels. Any significant im-
provement in dairy farm income will likely await
September milk checks.

Henry Larzelere
g8 prices at the end of June were about 8
cents a dozen less than last year. For the entire

month of June, the prices averaged between 10 and
15 cents a dozen less than in June 1996. Feed ingre-
dient prices in June were about 9 cents per dozen
eggs below the previous year.

Itis expected that New York wholesale prices
for Grade A large white eggs in cartons will average
in the upper 70s for the July, August and September
quarter. September prices will likely be the highest
for the three months.

Hens and pullets on farms June 1 were 2 per-
cent above a year earlier. Table egg production in
May was also about 2 percent above May 1996.

The egg-type chick hatch in May was 1 or 2
percent above the year before. The layer-type eggs
in incubators on June 1 was 5 percent above the
year before.

The slaughter of spent hens in the last several
months has been above earlier months. This has
kept hen numbers and table egg production from
increasing excessively and resulting in minimum
downward pressure on egg prices &

ICMPA sells Kalamazoo plant

Continued from page 1

ICMPA were faced with the same industry challenges
— a smaller dairy producer base, dedlining milk sup-
plies, harsh and unpredictable price swings, larger
customers, and fierce competition for market share,
It made economic and marketing sense to work to-
gether to reduce costs and to maximize efficiencies
for our dairy farmer members.”

“The sale does have some positive effect for
all of Michigan,” Hamm adds. “The milk supply
currently which is going to Class 11l products will
now go to another federal order. Therefore, the
Class | utilization in the Michigan order will go up
somewhat and therefore, the blend price for all of
Michigan will increase.”

Details of the agreement

According to the long-term agreements,
ICMPA will close its Kalamazoo, Mich. butter and
condensed milk operation, which is used primarily
as a balancing facility to process surplus milk. MMI
will purchase the plant’s assets, and move the ICM-
PA milk supply to MMI's Dairy Farm Products plant
in Goshen, Ind. The Goshen facility will perform
the all-important balancing function for both organi-

zations. The transfer of Kalamazoo assets is effective
August 1, 1997.

“As far as production, we hope the last day is
July 15,” Courtade adds. “We will continue to oper-
ate as a pump over as we continue to change over
and work with our haulers to get more milk to go
direct down there.”

Courtade says there will be some job loss asso-
ciated with the closing of the Kalamazoo operations.
“This kind of issue is always tough because the
change impacts good people. Our Kalamazoo em-
ployees have been informed that the transfer of prop-
erty title and plant assets from ICMPA to MMI will
occur this summer. We will do everything possible to
make that transition smooth,” says Courtade. The
Kalamazoo operation employs 35 persons.

“This is an exciting cooperative arrangement.
If cooperatives are to maximize returns 1o their
dairy farmer-owners, they must pursue relation-
ships like this to increase efficiencies for members
in the movement and marketing of their milk,” says
Schriver. “It’s just that simple. MMI and ICMPA share
a common vision of working together to maximize
returns to their farm families." &

Most-favored-nation status for China

frer weeks of heated debate, the House

extended most-favored-nation trade status to

China for another year. Opponents of the accord

said the status should be revoked because of Chi-
na's human rights record. The pact passed 259-179.

“The American Farm Bureau Federation is
very pleased by the pro-trade vote in the House of
Representatives,” said AFBF President Dean Kleck-
ner. “By overwhelmingly supporting the continua-
tion of most-favored-nation trade status for China,

the House of Representatives has sent a message of
continued aggressiveness in protecting and expand-
ing world markets for American agriculture.

“Farmers and ranchers across our country
produced more than $2.6 billion worth of food
products that were sold to China in 1996, making
them our sixth largest agricultural trading partner.
With the addition of more than §1 billion in food
sales to Hong Kong, the potential of this growing
market is crucial to U.S, farmers."®

Join our 300,000
plus satisfied customers. . .

and enjoy the “Distinct Advantage” of owning a Morton Building!

Founded in 1803

Our toj u}thn people, products and services are
back b} experience and the strongest written

warranties in the building industry.

Complete Design /Construction Services

We offer full design and construction services,

ou with buildings that operate
_ \eﬂﬁ) ithm minmm

for low |

Company-Owned sad Operaied
Unique to our industry, all of our sales consultants,
office personnel, plant workers, engineers,
estimators, architects and construction crews are
employed directly by Morton Buildings, Inc. This
protects the customer from the uncertaintics of
working with a dealership network - you have the
distinct advantage of working dnmly with the
company.

Welcome to the Weldy family of
products. Find out what we
stand for: sturdy, well-built
equipment that lasts. No fair
weathered friends these, but
Instead products that quietly
perform, season In and season
out. Indiana-based, we know
about sleet and heat, manure

and mud — all the things that
challenge farmers and equip-
ment allke. Our product lines are
all manufactured with this phi-
losophy In mind: dedication to
detalls that make a difference,
products backed up by depend-
able people and parts inventory
to keep you operating.

Weldy products are available
through your local dealer
(dealer inquiries also welcome)

Billed as “The Original Energy Free
Waterer,” Mirafount®is just that. Over
180,000 are In use... from the two
hole, 20 gallon model to the six
hole, 100 gallon model. You are
certain to find one that will fit your
operation. Join the people who are
saving hundreds of dollars on their
electric bills'every month with this
hassle-free quality waterer.

CaUs=tel.

comfort hutches are an excellent

not freeze to the ground like
wooden or fiberglass huiches.
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tractor

Enter your idea in Farm Bureau's ldea
Exchange

he American Farm Bureau Farmer Idea Ex-

change is a long-running program to surface
ideas developed by farmers and showcase them
throughout the country.

“Farmers are the world's best innovators,”
explains Organizational Development Coordina-
tor Rob Anderson. “The Idea Exchange is meant
to recognize the creativeness farmers have put to
good use in their farming operations.”

There are 14 specific categories in which
entries may be submitted, including: soil quality,
livestock, crops, management systems, input
efficiency, equipment, energy, marketing, safety
and handicap helpers, farm shop ideas, water
management, wildlife, farm buildings and rota-
tional grazing.

If you have an innovative idea in any of
these categories, contact your county secretary
for an entry blank or Anderson at (800) 292-
2680,ext. 3232. When you have completed the
appropriate entry form, send it to Michigan Farm
Bureau by September 15 to complete the appli-
cation process. @

Gratiot County Farm Bureau member Denis
Netzley earned a trip to the American
Farm Bureau Federation annual meeting in
Nashville, Tenn. because of his award-win-
ning Idea Exchange called the "Remote
Sprayer Switch.”

Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau
president hosts open house

Rob Richardson and his family opened up their farm south of Vicksburg to visitors June 30. They
conducted tours of their new swine nursery facility and hosted a pig roast.

Rob Richardson began planning for the addition in November. Strict township zoning regula-
tions proved to be a hindrance, but a special-exception use permit was finally granted. Finding the
location was the most difficult part of the process, according to Richardson. The facility is tucked
into the woods with appropriate setbacks from residential areas. Building began in late February
and pigs entered the facility for the first time July 2.

Early-weaned pigs enter the Richardson facility at 14-15 days old, then are fed for seven
weeks until they weigh 55 pounds. Liquid manure is stored below the ground concrete tank. &

EU approves labeling for gene-altered

products

he European Union in late June gave its bless-

ing to a proposal that would require compa-
nies marketing gene-modified products to label the
product. The proposal also requires companies to,
in the absence of a label, provide an accompanying
document with the product.

U.S. Trade Representative Charlene Barshefsky,
addressing the Senate Agriculture Committee, said
the EU's plan to label or segregate genetically altered
products may violate world trade rules and could
trigger a formal U.S. complaint.

“This can't be tolerated, especially when
segregation is done, based on purely political
goals, and not based on science at all," said
Barshefsky. She added that American farmers
stand to lose up to $5 billion in European exports
if sales of genetically altered products lag because
of the EU rules.

The EU claims the labeling simply provides
Europeans “valuable information.” It says the la-
bels are not intended to scare the public away
from genetically altered products.®

column, stud, steel or block
construction; choose
Telmark

lease financing.

| B

The Buildillg you want.
he LEQSE you need.

Whether your new farm or commercial building is of pole, timber

il “
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Telmark has been leasing equipment for over 30 years. We've been
leasing new buildings for that long too? Consider:

@ Tax deductibility and accelerated write-offs: Lease
payments are income tax deductible over the term of the
lease compared to 20-year depreciation of farm buildings
and 39-year depreciation of commercial buildings.

® Low upfront costs: Beginning costs may be as little as one
monthly lease payment.

® Flexible lease term: Building lease terms start aggressively
at five years but may be ten, twelve, or fifteen years.

@ Customized payment schedules: Lease payment schedules
match your cash flow. Payment options include monthly,
quarterly, annually, as well as, skip or seasonal payments.

How do you start leasing a building from Telmark? Talk with a qualified builder to
determine your needs and building cost. And call your Telmark representative:

Rob Render Ann Briggs Luann Kubacki Clem Power  Jack Cripe
Southwesten Ml  Southeastern MI UP &Northem Ml UP &Northem Ml Northemn IN
616-659-8915 517-349-8698  906-283-3878  517-345-4734 219-894-7362
Jerry Johnston  Colin Zehr Jim Mac Kay Nancy Blaauw
Central MI Grand Rapids Area Thumb Area & Thumb Area &
517-466-6796 & West Central Ml East Central M1 East Central M1
616-281-9745 517-743-4630 517-862-5192
2
rww telmark com
800-451-3322

AGRO-CULTURE
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Agro-Culture
Liquid Fertilizers
P.O. Box 150

St. Johns, M| 48879

When it comes to quality and durability, an
all steel structure will outperform a pole
bam every time. And when it comes to all
steel structures the WedgCor metal build-
ing systems are known in the industry as

AUTHORIZED INDEPENDENT WEDGCOR DEALER

Steel llildl Systems

the standard of excellence. Rural Builder

Magazine has awarded WedgCor the Gold

Key Excellence Award 14 years in a row Engineering * Selection » Accessories
for their commitment to quality. Pre-engi-  Certified Loading « Delivery * Assembly Time
neered to meet any local wind and snow Quality = Material Cost » Service
loads, these buildings can be custom Call today for more information:
designed to meet any need you might have.
You work hard for your money so make

our next investment work for you.
WedgCor buikding systems becauseyou  K<-A- HEIM ENTERPRISES
deserve the best. (810) 798-8337
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oday, children are eating out more often

and at a greater variety of places than ever

before. As a result, parents and caregivers
may have less control over the quality of foods their
children eat. An important question is whether
eating away from home improves or worsens kids'
nutrient intake. The answer to this and other ques-
tions related to what, where and how much kids eat
can be found in a new government report. This
report is based on data compiled from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s 1989-91 Continuing
Survey of Food Intakes by Individuals and the com-
panion Diet and Health Knowledge Survey. Major
findings for children aged 2 to 17 years follow:

Children consume on average 4% more
total fat, 3% more saturated fat and 23% more
sodium than the recommended intake, whereas
calorie and fiber intakes are below the recom-
mended levels.

Only 16 percent of teenage girls meet the
recommended intake for calcium, compared to 43
percent of children two through 17 years.

Teenage girls' low calcium intake may be relat-
ed 1o their eating habits. Compared to other chil-
dren, teenage girls are more likely 1o skip morning
meals, which are high in calcium; eat the fewest
number of meals and snacks; consume the highest
proportion of meals and snacks away from home,
which tend to be low in calcium; and drink the least
amount of fluid milk, a major source of calcium.

Fiber and iron are two other nutrients limited
in teenage girls’ diets.

Children consume about one-quarter of their
meals away from home. Older children are more
likely than younger children to eat away from home.
Female teens eat about 30 percent of their meals
away from home compared to 18 percent for pre-
schoolers. For preschoolers, 42 percent of away-
from-home meals come from fast-food establish-

ments, whereas for school-aged children, schools
provide the largest percentage of away-from-home
meals (36 to 43 percent).

Foods that kids eat away from home tend t0
be higher in total and saturated fat and lower in
calcium, iron, fiber, cholesterol and sodium than
foods consumed at home. School meals are higher
in calcium and fiber and lower in sodium than
meals at fast-food establishments, restaurants and
other away-from-home sites (e.g., vending ma-
chines and recreation places).

Snacks provide about 15 percent of total calo-
ries for children. Older children eat a higher pro-
portion of snacks from away-from-home sources
than younger children.

More than half of all children eat three meals a
day. Skipping morning or midday meals increases
with age. Teenage girls consume the fewest number
of meals.

Contrary to beliefs, children “know™
how much they need to eat

Fear that their children may become over-
weight, along with the belief that children are inca-
pable of regulating their own food intake, leads
many conscientious parents to strictly control their
children's food intake. Yet research demonstrates
that controlling children’s food intake may actually
contribute to childhood obesity.

To determine if children can self-regulate their
calorie intake, researchers fed preschoolers aged 3
to 5 years a high- or low-calorie fruit-flavored drink
and then allowed the children to eat as much as
they liked for lunch. Calorie intake during lunch
was measured and information was obtained on the
children’s body fat stores and on parents’ body fat,

The preschoolers with more controlling par-
ents were less able to adjust their food intake in
response to the caloric content of the drinks and

r-

had higher body fat stores than the preschoolers
of parents who were more flexible in their child-
feeding practices. Coercive child-feeding practices,
such as insisting that children eat only at meals
rather than when hungry or finish all the food on
their plate, interferes with children’s ability to self-
regulate their calorie intake. Also, restricting chil-
dren’s access to palatable foods or forcing children
to eat *nutritious” foods to obtain rewards may
foster children’s preferences for energy-dense
foods high in sugar, fat and salt. Both these food
acceptance patterns are associated with childhood
obesity.

Genetic and environmental factors influence
children’s eating behavior. Among environmental
influences, parents’ own eating and dieting history
and their attitudes and behaviors relating to child
feeding can impact children's food intake and risk
of obesity. While genetic predisposition cannot be
changed, parents and caregivers can play an impor-
tant role in creating an environment in which chil-
dren develop food acceptance patterns conducive
to health. Parents should provide children with a
wide variety of nutritious foods, but children should
be allowed to control the amount of food they eat.
Childhood obesity: Reversing the trend

American children are getting heavier The
prevalence of obesity among children and teenagers
increased from 5% in the 1960s to 11% in 1988-91.
The first step in reversing this unhealthy trend is to
recognize the contributing factors.

Obesity is caused by energy imbalance or
consuming more calories in food than expended
in exercise. Both genetic and environmental fac-
tors (e.g., diet, physical activity) contribute to
this energy imbalance. Because children’s calorie
intake appears to meet or be slightly below rec-
ommended levels, factors in addition to calorie
intake explain the rise in obesity. Children’s low

level of physical activity contributes to their obe-

sity. In particular, time spent watching television

and using the computer takes time away from
being physically active. Researchers in Boston
found that children 10 to 15 years of age who
watched more than five hours of television a day
were five times more likely to be overweight

than children who spent less than two hours a

day watching television.

To reverse the rise in childhood obesity:

m Provide children with a wide variety of foods
from each of the five food groups and include
foods in the “others” group (such as cookies and
chips) in moderation.

= Encourage children to be physically active. Na-
tional physical fitness and sports organizations
recommend that children exercise vigorously for
20 minutes or more at least three times a week.
Vigorous activities include brisk walking, running

= Promote positive attitudes about food and physi-
cal activity by being a role model.

m Help children feel good about themselves re-
gardless of their weight.

m Capitalize on children's zest for play, fun and joy
to help them adopt a healthful lifestyle.

The primary goal of childhood nutrition is to
provide adequate energy and other essential nutri-
ents to promote optimal growth and development.
Diets for overweight children should, therefore,
provide enough calories for growth without pro-
moting weight gain. Regular monitoring of chil-
dren’s growth by a health professional determines
whether or not calorie intake is adequate to main-
tain weight or reduce the rate of weight gain.
Adopting a healthy lifestyle early in life — a nutri-
tionally balanced diet and increased physical activity
— may go a long way toward reducing obesity in

g Source: Nutrition Reports




he USDA's Agricultural Research Service is

completing its 10th nationwide look at

America's eating habits as part of its Con-
tinuing Survey of Food Intake by individuals. The
“grades” for how people ate in 1994 are already in,
and let’s just say that if the folks at USDA were our
parents, many among us would be grounded.

Yes, based on responses from almost 5,000
people across the country, the average American is
now eating the minimum recommended three serv-
ings of vegetables a day (the advice is to have three
to five servings). But more than half of the country
isn't eating even that much. And 40 percent of the
vegetables that are eaten come in the form of selec-
tions like french fries and mashed potatoes. On any
given day, while one in four people eats fries, only
one in 10 eats a dark green or deep yellow vegeta-
ble — the type with antioxidants and other substanc-
es now associated with better health and longevity.

As for fruit, the average number of servings
eaten a day is one and two-thirds, while what's called
for is two to four servings. Three out of four Ameri-
cans fall short of the two-servings-a-day minimum
recommendation.

People also aren't doing well in dairy, grains and
other “required” categories. They are overdoing it
only in the popular “elective,” added sugars and fats.

Now, unless you're ahead of the “class,” um off
that TV and ... make a salad (or buy one ready-made).

W Vegetables

We're at the low end of the recommended
three to five servings daily, with almost half com-
ing from potatoes. We average only half of a serv-
ing of dark green and decp yellow vegetables a day
— about two bites worth.

B Fruits

Only 24 percent of us are eating the mini-
mum recommended two servings a day. And that's
only when you include apples from apple pie, etc.

B Grains

About 85 percent of our grain-based foods
are refined rather than whole-grain, which con-
tributes to a huge fiber shortfall.

W Dairy

Two to three servings a day are called for
We’re averaging one and a half servings daily. Wom-
en over 20 are averaging only one serving a day.
B Meat, poultry, fish

Men don't exceed the five to seven ounces
recommended each day. Women eat four ounces

daily.
B Added sugars and fats

No more than 27 percent of calories are
supposed to come from these sources, but we're
up to 40 percent.
N Exercise

One-third of men and almost half of women
“rarely” or “never” work up a sweat.

Check your servi

0 coax us into eating right, the govern
ment’s official Food Guide Pyramid sug
gests that we plan our diets by the num-
bers. So here's your daily meal plan: two to three
servings of cheese, milk or yogurt; two to three of
meat; three to five of vegetables; two to four of
fruit; and six to 11 of bread, cereal, rice or pasta.
It’s definitely 2 well-rounded diet. But does
anyone have a clue about just how much food
equals one of those perfect portions? Do you know
how your own meals are stacking up? Take the quiz
below to check your serving-size 1Q.
1. How many cherries add up 10 a fruit serving?
al5
b.20
¢35
2. Aserving of pasta would fill:
a. an ice cream scoop
b. a cereal bowl
3. Asirloin steak the size of a paperback book is
how many servings?
a1wo
b. three
c. four
4. When you spread peanut butter thickly on a slice
of bread, as in the TV commercials, how many
servings is that?

a. one-third

b. two-thirds

C.one LR R B
5. Women are advised to have no more than two

servings of alcohol a day. How many come in 2

bottle of wine?

a. 5ix

b eight

c.ten
6. An ounce-and-a-half of cheddar cheese — one

serving — is the size of:

a. one domino

b. two dominoes

¢. three dominoes - .
7. Enough broccoli to hit your daily vegetable ideal
would fill how many cups?
a.one
b. one-and-a-half
€. two

ps-sizclo




take a bite out
of summer plans

he summer season brings picnics, boating

and hiking, but along with these fun activi-

ties goes the danger of insect bites. Al-
though most bites and stings are harmless, they can

produce pain or discomfort. Here are some ways to
treat the results of an insect bite:

The mosquito bite

Most people are well aware of what 2 mosqui-
to bite looks like and feels like. It is made more
painful, though, when the mosquito leaves in all or
part of its stinger.

To treat a mosquito bite:
B Remove the stinger if possible.
® Clean the area of the sting to prevent infection.

® Apply calamine lotion or a cortisone cream to
lessen the itching.

The bee sting

Symptoms of a bee sting may include swelling
around the eyes, lips, tongue or throat; breathing
difficulties, coughing or wheezing; and widespread
numbness or cramping. Hives may appear on the
skin. Speech may be slurred, and anxiety, mental
confusion, nausea or vomiting, Or UncoNSCioUSNess
may occur.

To treat a bee sting:

® Remove the stinger as quickly as you can. The
longer a bee's stinger is in your skin, the more
you'll hurt.

® Wash the area with soap and water. Then apply
an ice pack for 15 minutes or so to minimize

¥ See your doctor if you notice that you have de-
veloped symptoms away from the sting site.
Hives, itching, swelling, vomiting, dizziness, and
difficulty swallowing or breathing could be signs
of a life-threatening allergy that requires immedi-
ate attention.

The tick bite

A tick bite may manifest itself as a circular
skin eruption that occurs after you have been in
a place where ticks live (mainly wooded areas or
tall grasses). This eruption may occur even
though you did not see the tick. The principal
risk is not from the tick bite itself but from a
bacteria that is carried by the insect that can
cause Lyme disease.

To treat a tick infestation:

® Remove the tick from your skin. If the tick has
buried itself underneath your skin, try to remove
it with tweezers.

® When removing the tick, make sure that you
have removed all of the tick’s body.

B Be careful not to squeeze the tick as you remove
it, because this may release bacteria into your
bloodstream.

® After you've removed the tick, alcohol should be
applied on the spot.

Hope for snorers

A technique that shrinks excess soft
tissue around the upper airway
(including the
tongue, roof
of the mouth
and nose)
may eventual-
ly offer a new
way [0 treat
sleep apnea, a
disorder that
causes peaple
to stop
breathing
while they sleep. In a study published in the May
Chest, Stanford researchets describe how they
shrunk pigs’ tongues using a wandlike instrument
that emits radio waves. The special needle elec-
trode relays radio frequency energy to nearby
cells, destroying them. Scar tissue created by the
healed lesion takes up less space. Preliminary tests
in people suggest the method can diminish heavy
snoring — one of the classic signs of sleep apnea —
by shrinking tissue on the roof of the mouth. The
new method is quick, relatively painless, and
doesn't require a hospital stay — unlike some treat-
ments for sleep apnea, which include cutting or
burning away extra tissue with a scalpel or laser.
Further tests are under way to verify the proce-
dure's safety and effectiveness.

Ice cream headache

As ice cream
lovers know,
wolfing down a
coneful or guz-
zling an icy cold
drink can bring on
a sudden, stabbing
pain in the head,
usually around the
middle of the fore-
head. These so-called ice cream headaches usually
go away within 20 seconds, though they can last
up to five minutes, according to a short report in
the British Medical Journal. If you're prone 1o the
problem, here’s a tip: Keep cold foods and drinks
from contacting the back of the roof of your
mouth, since that's the most sensitive area when it
comes to triggering these headaches, says the
author.
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weigh
It is a myth that eating before bed

you gain weight. You have to look at
day’s food intake.

When [ work with people who want to gain

o

Angioplasty, stenting
are preferred methods
to open clogged

arteries

Although new devices to open
blocked coronary arteries have
grown in number, balloon angioplasty is still
the overwhelming choice, according to a Mayo
study in a recent issue of Archives of Internal
Medicine. Angioplasties were used in more than
90 percent of all coronary interventions at Mayo
in 1995. “Angioplasty is considered at least as
effective as any new device, even when the pa-
tient’s case is complex,” says Mayo cardiologist
Dr. David Holmes. “Newer devices may be more
effective than conventional angioplasty only in
very specialized cases.”

Devices invented since 1988 include athrec-
tomies (“roto-rooter” devices), lasers that “sweep
out” the plaque in arteries, and various types of
stents (devices inserted into arteries to support
the vessel's structure). Stents were used in about
48 percent of all coronary interventions at Mayo in
1995, while other new devices were used in less
than 10 percent of all procedures. (Note: Since
more than one approach may be used in any pro-
cedure, the sum of all procedure types is greater
than the total number of procedures.)

Better bones, fewer

fractures

The drug Fosamax (alendronate sodi-
um) not only slows bone loss in
people already diagnosed with osteoporosis, but
also can be used pre-
ventively to keep bone
loss and fractures from
occurring in the first
place, the FDA ruled in
late April. An ongoing
study of about 1,600
post-menopausal wom-
en showed that Fosa-
max stopped bone loss
and built additional
bone mass, while those taking a dummy drug lost
bone over a two-year period. A second, larger study
found that women who took Fosamax reduced their
risk of hip and spinal fractures by about half. Estro-
gen also prevents and treats osteoporosis, but Fosa-
max is the only non-hormone treatment available.

weight, I estimate the number of calories they need
to maintain their weight, then add at least 1,000
calories to that.

The extra calories should be from a mix of foods,
not just fatty ones. This high-calorie diet should be
eaten every day for at least 2 month to see results.

It takes more work than you may think to eat this
much extra food every day. Sometimes people need to
eat six or more times a day to fit all of the food in, so
that may mean eating a snack before bed. But it's not
just the bedtime snack that makes the difference.

Another thing to consider when trying to gain
weight is physical activity. Research has shown that peo-
ple who do moderate weight training (and keep their
calories high) are more successful with gaining weight in
the long run. They also gain more musde than fat.

.How long can you freeze hot

7 1 have had 12 packages frozen for
about a year. They looked fine and tast-
ed fine,

Adolescent arteries
Artery-clogging deposits that can
eventually lead to heart attacks sun
accumulating as early as age 15 in youths who eat
high-fat diets or smoke cigarettes. Autopsies of such
teenagers (who had died from causes other than
disease) showed fatty streaks and early plagues —
the beginnings of atherosclerosis — on the linings of
major blood vessels. That finding adds to growing
evidence that diet and lifestyle in the teen years can
strongly influence health in adulthood.

How much?

In one year, the average American
consumes:

32 quarts of orange
juice,

50 quarts of milk,

4 pounds of butter,
46 quarts of popcorn,
23 quarts of ice
cream and 16 pounds
of chocolate.

On the horizon

A nasal spray that wards off the com-
mon cold virus has shown promise in chimpan-
zees, raising hopes that the strategy might work in
humans. The spray contains a substance called in-
tercellular adhesion molecule-1, which fills in nasal
cell receptors where rhinoviruses (including those
that cause colds) normally bind, thereby preventing
them from taking hold. But several other antiviral
nasal sprays that met with initial success didn't pan
out in human tests, and it’s not clear how often one
would need to sniff the treatment. The researchers,
who reported their findings in the American Jour-
nal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine, say
that if human tests prove successful, the spray
might be used during peak cold season in those at
risk for serious complications from colds, such as
children with asthma.

.According to the “Spotlight On Freezer

" bulletin from Michigan State Univer-
sity Extension, freezing hot dogs and other lun-
cheon meats is not a recommended practice, be-
cause it affects the quality of the product.

The frozen hot dogs would be considered safe
to eat, but they may not be as tasty as you'd like.

There are a couple of food quality changes to
consider. First, freezing can “break the emulsion” of
hot dogs and luncheon meats, causing them to
“week,” or leak liquid.

Second, cured meats (such as ham, bacon,
lunch meats, hot dogs, etc.) are very salty, and this
saltiness encourages the development of rancidity,
or “off” flavors.

If people have these types of meats in their
freezer already, it’s best to use them withina
month's time for the best quality.

You are lucky that your hot dogs survived a

in the freezer.
T o by Vicky Ferguson, RD
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Evaluating melanoma risk

ost beachgoers know that packing a
bottle of sunscreen and a broad-
brimmed hat is at least as important

as bringing the beach towels. But while aware-
ness of the hazards of sunbathing is on the rise,
the incidence of sun-related skin cancers is sky-
rocketing as well. By the year 2000, the lifetime
risk of developing malignant melanoma, the
most dangerous form of skin cancer, will be one
in 75, the American Academy of Dermatology
estimates. That's double the risk of just a dozen
years ago, when melanoma affected one out of
every 150 Americans over a lifetime.

For people who tend to develop a lot of
moles, the odds may be even greater. A study in
the Journal of the American Medical Associa-
tion of more than 700 men and women diag-
nosed with melanoma and 1,000 healthy volun-
teers found that having just one atypical, or
dysplastic, mole doubles the risk of melanoma,
and 10 or more increase 12-fold the chances of
developing the disease. Moles the researchers
considered troublesome were flat or partially
flat, larger than 5 millimeters (about the size of
a pencil eraser), and varied in color, with irregu-
lar borders or mismatched halves.

Surprisingly, small moles also appear to
raise melanoma risk if you have a multitude of
them: People with 50 or more small, normal
moles were about twice as likely to develop mel-
anoma as people with 24 or fewer. The study
involved researchers from the National Cancer
Institute, the University of Pennsylvania, and the
University of California at San Francisco.

Of all the types of skin cancer, melanoma is
the most deadly. About 7,000 people die of the
disease every year in the United States — ap-
proximately six times as many as die of either of
the other two main varieties, basal cell and squa-

Melanoma
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mous cell cancer. But when caught early, mela-
noma is highly treatable, making it all the more
important to learn how to recognize it and get

help before it spreads.

If you have lots of moles, what does this
study mean for you? What steps should you take
to reduce your risk of melanoma? We asked der-
matologist and surgeon Gary S. Rogers, MD, of
Boston University to give us some insights.

The physician’s perspective
- Gary Rogers, MD

The idea that certain types of moles (nevi)
might develop into melanoma has been around
for some time, but dermatologists disagree
about their significance. There is general agree-
ment that large, atypical moles in people with a
strong family history of melanoma can turn into
cancer. This is known as the Familial Atypical
Mole and Melanoma (FAMM) syndrome. Howev-
er, the significance of dysplastic moles in people
without a family history is hotly debated.

Some would argue that the term “dysplas-
tic mole” — meaning a mole that exhibits abnor-
mal growth — is a2 misnomer, since it is unclear
whether these moles are truly premalignant.
While it’s true that melanoma does sometimes
develop from such unusual moles, it doesn't
always; in many cases, it arises from a mole that
appears normal or from an area of skin with no
moles. And dysplastic moles occur so often in
such a large number of people without a family
history of melanoma — about 30 percent of the
population has them — that it isn't clear that
these atypical moles have any direct link with
melanoma at all outside of FAMM.

This study still doesn't entirely resolve the
debate about whether melanoma arises directly
from dysplastic nevi. The researchers didn't look
at whether patients with dysplastic moles devel-
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A Asymmetry

The ABCD key is a way to remember the warning signs of melanoma. See a doctor
if a mole shows the characteristics in the bottom photo of each pair: Asymmetry,
uneven Borders, varied Color, or Diameter larger than 6 mm.

oped melanoma directly from those moles. They
studied patients already with melanoma who, it
turns out, did have more dysplastic and normal
moles than people without melanoma. This sug-
gests a link between dysplastic moles, increased
numbers of moles, and a higher risk of melano-
ma, but it doesn't show that dysplastic nevi turn
into melanoma. What it does show clearly is that
people with many moles — dysplastic or other-
wise — are at a higher risk for melanoma. And
large moles confer a greater risk than small ones.

That said, the quantity and size of moles
shouldn't be the only factors you take into account
in evaluating your risk of melanoma. The most im-
portant risk factor by far is family history. If some-
one in your immediate family (parent, sibling or
child) has had melanoma, then the number of large
moles you have takes on a whole new light. Some
dara suggest the risk may be up to 20 times as high
if a family member has had the disease.

Other risk factors include having fair skin,
blond or red hair, and blue eyes. People who sunburn
easily and never or rarely tan are twice as likely to
develop melanoma as people with olive complexions
who seldom burn. Research also suggests that blister-
ingand peeling sunburns, especially during child-
hood and adolescence, make people more suscepti-
ble to melanoma later in life.

People who are at high risk for mela-
noma should have an annual skin examina-
tion by a primary care doctor or a derma-
tologist. Even if you're not at high risk, it
makes sense to check your skin regularly
for signs of melanoma. That way, you can tell
more easily if a mole has changed or grown — prob-
ably the most important warning signs of melano-
ma. Moles may become elevated, change color, or
become asymmetrical (the two halves don’t match).
In addition, any skin growth that bleeds or crusts
should be looked at by a doctor. Abnormal moles
are also marked by four key characteristics:

m Asymmetry

wm Border irregularity

m Color variation

m Diameter larger than 6 mm

People aren't perfectly symmetrical, so even
normal moles aren't likely to be perfectly oval or
smooth. Moles that are of concern may have borders

that are notched or irregular, or part of a mole may
be elevated or a different color from the rest. Color
variations range from black to red, blue or white.

1f a mole exhibits any of these warning signs,
see a doctor for an evaluation. In the early stages,
when the skin lesion is 1 mm thick or less, melanoma
has a 95 percent cure rate. By comparison, when
lesions reach 4 mm thick, the five-year survival rate is
just 35 percent. That's because as the melanoma
lesion thickens, it penetrates into the deeper skin
layers, where blood vessels and lymph can carry it to
other parts of the body.

Because melanoma doesn't always arise from
atypical moles, wholesale removal of dysplastic moles
isn't recommended. Scarring and complications out-
weigh any benefit that might come from preventive
removal. But any suspicious-looking mole should
undergo biopsy to see if it is indeed cancerous. Biop-
sies are usually done in the doctor’s office under
local anesthetic and are relatively quick and painless.
Ifa growth turns out to be melanoma and the disease
is still in the early stages, the mole can be removed
surgically, again usually as an in-office procedure
under local anesthesia. Surgery for more serious
cases of melanoma may be done in the hospital.

Studies suggest that it may take 20 to 30 years
from the inciting sunburn to develop melanoma, so
sun protection is especially important for children
and teens. And, although past sun exposure is likely
to be more important than current exposure, it still
makes sense (0 use caution when spending time
outdoors. This doesn't mean you have to live like a
cave dweller. The goal is 10 enjoy the sun wisely:

m Avoid peak sunlight hours, between 11 a.m. and
2p.m.

m Use a sunscreen with an SPF of 15 or higher

® Wear a hat with a broad brim that keeps the sun
off your face and neck.

Gary 5. Rogers, MD, is co-director of the
Skin Oncology Program and director of derma-
tologic surgery at Boston University School of
Medicine.
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Precision Crop scouting aids yield map

Agriculture

by Neil R. Miller

ield is the ultimate integrator of the
Y factors of crop production. In the final

analysis, fertility, drainage, pests, varietal
characteristics, cultural practices, weather, and a
host of other factors can all be reduced to one
simple measure: bushels in the bin. A yield moni-
tor, logging yields every second or two, is conse-
quently an invaluable tool to measure the impact
of these factors and fine tune production. But
don't let the elegant simplicity of a yield map mis-
lead you. Sorting out the influences that create
the reds and greens calls for shrewd interpretation
and keen observations throughout the season.

For example, corn development varies

significantly this year, with plants on lighter
soils considerably ahead of those on heavy
soils. As European corn borer moths seek out

analysis

er plants. If yield maps of these fields show
lower yields on the lighter soils, you'll need to
distinguish whether this is due to heavier insect
feeding or the lower productive potential of the
sand. By scouting your fields you may be able
to sort these factors out. If you rely on the
yield map alone, identifying the true cause will
be impossible.

Farmers who have just begun to use a
yield monitor are often surprised by how
much their crop yields drop when they hit a
weed patch. My first question is “Where did
the escapes occur?” Herbicides are often
least effective in high organic matter soils
(which are often also poorly drained) and low
pH soils (which are often sandy and drought
prone). The weeds undoubtedly cause some
of the observed yield reduction, but to judge
whether other complicating factors are in-

vest-time observations with thorough soil
testing.

Similarly, herbicide carry-over and injury is
often related to pH and soil texture. To distin-
guish its impact from the variation in inherent
yield potential of your different soils, you will
need both keen field observations and a thor-
ough knowledge of how soil pH varies across
your fields.

Side dressing and cultivation are good
times to record observations on crop health,
drainage problems, weed outbreaks, etc. Some
yield monitors can be moved to the tractor dur-
ing these operations thus giving you the ability
to mark these observations with GPS. If you
don’t have this capability, hand drawn maps and
good notes will still provide invaluable insights
for yield map interpretation. If you simply don't
have time, consider hiring a crop scout from

As | described in my March 15 column, the
best way to measure the influence of a factor of
production is to lay out a controlled field trial.
Nevertheless, many factors are beyond our con-
trol. Come next winter you will do a lot less
head scratching if you've done a thorough job of
scouting and documenting field observations
now. &
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Specialists in Crop
Production and Protection

Neil R. Miller Phone: 517-624-6019
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m Della-Super® At standard benchmark
dilution ratios, it delivers higher ppm of alkalinity

and chlorine than
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tion. One of the
lowest-cost-per-use
cleaners on the
market.

m Della-Extra Strength™ Packs top
cleaning power that’s effective in water with even

45+ grains of hard-
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per-use. Prevents
tough milk soils
from redepositing.

Call your independent Alfa Laval Agri™ dealer for a cleaning system analysis.

Della™ performance products work harder for you.

£+ Alfa Laval Agri.

11100 N. Congress Ave., Kansas City, Missouri 84163 © Copyright 1997, Alfa Laval Agri Inc. ALO1-87
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MCA welcomes new
executive vice president

ridgette Voisinet began working for the Michi-

gan Cattlemen’s Association (MCA) as executive
vice president (EVF) on May 21. Voisinet is replacing
Cindy Reisig, who served for MCA in that position
since 1990. Reisig announced her desire to resign the
position earlier this year. “We are very pleased by the
over 40 candidates who applied for the MCA EVP
position. Undoubtedly, each could have added some-
thing 1o our organization," said Gary Voogt, MCA
president. “We're pleased to have the opportunity to
balance Reisig’s cattle feeding background with Voisi-
net's stocker cattle upbringing.”

Voisinet received her bachelor of science de-
gree from Michigan State University in Animal Sci-
ence in 1994. During her time as a Michigan State
student, Voisinet worked as a Research Assistant for
Dr. Roy Black in the MSU Agricultural Economics
Department. Besides becoming extremely comput-
er literate, she assisted with compilation of the
computer software manuals for both the Spartan
Beef and Dairy Ration Balancer computer programs
and developed the preliminary computerized
spreadsheet analysis system for the Michigan Inte-
grated Resource Management (M-IRM) program.

She completed a master of science degree from

Colorado State University in animal science with a
concentration in Animal Behavior in December, 1996.

Upon returning to Michigan, she has served
the state's agriculture industries in several short-
term capacities including being the on-site registra-
tion coordinator for the 1997 Mega-Conference and
Trade Show, administrative assistant for the Michi-
gan Cattlemen’s Association, and trade show assis-
tant for the Great Lakes Basin Grazing Network.
Voisinet says she is excited to be serving Michigan
beef producers and the Michigan beef industry in
this position. She remarked that she looks forward
to developing a productive relationship with the
MCA board and strengthening MCA's communica-
tion channels. She envisions using Internet commu-
nications, regional producer gatherings and an ex-
panded magazine focus to better serve current
members and increase MCA's visibility to expand
membership.

Voisinet is the daughter of UP Dairy and Beef
Extension Agent Ben Bartlett and his wife, Denise.
The family farm in Traunik, in the central Upper Pen-
insula of Michigan, where she was raised, is a stocker
cattle and commercial sheep operation, which pro-
vides her with an excellent background to work with
the cattle producers in the state. She currently re-
sides in St. Johns with husband Brent, who is also a
1994 graduate of Michigan State University.

“Bridgette is a finisher/doer, and not a strang-
er 10 hard work. She will work well with the MCA
board of directors and its committees in meeting
the needs of Michigan's beef cattle industry,” Voogt
commented.

With the transition of a new executive vice
president, the MCA office also be changed locations
on June 17. The new MCA office is located in the
NorthStar Select Sires office building on Forest
Road at the south end of MSU's campus.

Contact information for the new MCA office is
P.O. Box 24041, Lansing, M1 48909-4041, phone
(517)336-6780, fax (517) 336-6799, e-mail

MDA celebrates grand opening of new weights

and measures la
ne of the nation’s finest weights and mea-
sures laboratories officially opened its doors
Friday, June 20, 1997 in Williamston, Michigan. Michi-
gan Department of Agriculture (MDA) Director Dan
Wyant joined lab employees and representatives from
the food and agricultural industry in celebrating the
dedication of the E.C. Heffron Metrology Laboratory.
Also on hand were family members of the late
Dr. Edward C. Heffron, former director of MDA's
Food Division and primary advocate of the project.
As Food Division Director, Dr. Heffron was responsi-
ble for programs including weights and measures,
food safety, motor fuel quality and grain enforce-
ment. According to Wyant, “Dr. Heffron helped
establish 2 number of regulatory standards within
MDA that became national models. The lab will
stand as a lasting tribute to his accomplishments.”
Designed by Bernath-Caakley Associates, Inc.,
the $2.2 million state-of-the are laboratory was built by

Clark Construction, and will provide 9,700 sq. ft. for
ultra precision testing for Michigan's business, especial-
ly those manufacturers who expont their products or
sell products to the U.S. military. This is especially
critical for Michigan exporters of high and medium
technology products who need short tum-around time
on ultra-precision, small mass calibration.

The new facility was needed in order for Michi-
gan to maintain its current accreditation from the
National Standards Board. Funding for the lab was
facilitated by the Michigan Department of Manage-
ment and Budget (DMB). “The purchase of this new
metrology lab is a great example of how flexible con-
struction and purchase arrangements benefit state
government by allowing the state to move forward
quickly on critical projects,” said DMB Director Mark
Murray. Prior to the purchase, the weights and mea-
surements lab was located in the basement of the
Lewis Cass Building in downtown Lansing. &

New air quality standards counter-productive

A s July 19 deadline approaches, opposition
to the Environmental Protection Agency's
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for
ozone and particulate matter is also growing from
both sides of the political aisles. Chief among those
legislators opposing the standards is U.S. Rep. John
Dingell (D-Dearborn), a ranking Democratic mem-
ber of the House Commerce Committee.

Michigan Farm Bureau is also expressing its op-
position to the standards, calling them unrealistic and
counter-productive to the objective of actually improv-
ing air quality. Al Almy, director of the Michigan Farm
Bureau's Public Affairs division says while the EPA's plan
was well intentioned, the end result will be economi-
cally disastrous and will not improve air quality.

“In Michigan for example, on the west side of
the state much of the ozone and even the particu-
late matter that EPA is objecting to is coming across
the lake from Milwaukee and Chicago. Yet the west
side of the state would have to impose strict stan-
dards upon itself to solve a problem they are not
responsible for,” Almy said. “In agriculture’s case,

the particulate matter standards would have a detri-
mental impact and make it very difficult for agricul-
ture to take steps to comply, because it is virtually
impossible to farm without stirring up some dust.”

Almy is critical of EPA's lack of scientific evidence
to justify the stricter air standards, saying the agency
relied on projections rather than gathering sound
research data on emission factors for agricultural oper-
ations. “This research needs to be completed before
proposals of this magnitude are finalized and forced on
consumers,” he said. “This is going to be a very costly
item for the economy and the benefits derived from
the proposed standard are virtually non-existent.”

The standard for fine particles (2.5 microns or
less in diameter) will be 15 micrograms per cubic
meter on an annual average, with 65 for a daily aver-
age. In reducing the particulate matter (soot and
dust) standard from 10 microns to 2.5 microns,
which is less than one twenty-eighth (1/28th) the
diameter of a2 human hair, Clinton attempted to
soften the impact of the new standards by modify-
ing the implementation schedule. &

(_ The Wheat Team...

A TRADEMARK OF
LAKESIDE STATES, INC.

LSI is owned and

Whether it is wheat
or soybeans, LSI,
your regional seed
company, has what
you need!

managed by:
: High yielding with superior
Genesnf Ag Lid, winter hardiness developed
Lansing, M1 by MSU.

(517) 887-1684

CF Braun Farm
Ann Arbor. MI
(313) 663-2717

Woods Seed Farm, Inc.

High yielding, excellent
winter hardiness and
lodging resistance.

Britton, MI
(517) 447-3701

A&K Seed Farm BRANDY
Ann Arbor, M1 High yielding, high test
(313) 662-8992 weight and superior winter
hardiness.

Ivan Farms, Inc.
Britton, M1
(517) 451-8358

Gries Seed Farm
Fremont, OH
(800) 472-4799

BIN BUSTING BEANS

Lakeside States 1900,
Lakeside States 2400, Lakeside
States 2900, Genesis 9630

Your # 1 stop for the best in soft

A consistent supply - We’ll meet your needs

Growers and Conditioners of Michigan

Quality seed for over 40 years

Quality wheat and soybean seed

red and white wheat lines

Red Wheat: Mendon, Genesis 9511, Brandy, Casey, Wakefield
White Wheat: Ramrod, Diana, A.C.Ron, Harus

P.O. Box 21085 Lansing MI 48909 (517) 887-1684

Red Wheat: Mendon, Emily, Foster, Elkhart, Freedom, Wakefield
White Wheat: Ramrod, Diana, A.C. Ron, Harus, Lowell

2586 Bradleyville Rd. Reese MI 48757 (517) 868-4750

Certified Seed

Red Wheat: Mendon, Wakefield, Freedom, Cardinal, Patterson
White Wheat: Ramrod

6500 Downing Rd. Britton MI (517) 451-8358

Red Wheat: Mendon, Brandy, Freedom,
Wakefield, Cardinal

62450 Hoagland Rd. Deerfield MI 49238 (517) 447-

LS| Soybeans

Red Wheat: Mendon, Brandy, Wakefield

796 Warren Rd. Ann Arbor MI (313) 663-2717

Call for more information...

Ask about RAMROD..
the soft white wheat developed by MSU exclusively ... from GHG*

U Highest yielding soft white wheat in the 1996 MSU trials
L Highest two-year average of the white wheats

QI Has superior lodging resistance to Lowell and Chelsea

L Good winter hardiness

*Genesis Ag Ltd. (517) 887-1684

*Grower Service Corporation (517) 333-8788

*Harrington Seeds Inc (517) 868-4750



mailto:mcabeef@voyager.net

rs

MICHIGAN FARM NEWS
July 15, 1997

Cash in on long-distance savings with
The Farm Bureau Connection

New long-distance phone service from
Farm Bureau

re you sick of all the commercials and

evening phone calls claiming this company
offers better long-distance phone rates or that com-
pany giving you an incredible deal for your business?
Well Farm Bureau members — listen up — the newest
member-only service called The Farm
Bureau Connection just made long distance coverage
simple — 8.5 cents instate and 11.9 cents nationally —
no calling circles and no marketing gimmicks.

The low rates are made possible by the group
purchasing power of Farm Bureau's 4.5 million mem-
ber families nationwide. Michigan Farm Bureau's
member services department now offers you the
same convenient one-plus service you have grown to
expect. Once you signup, you will continue to call
just as you have always done, but instead of your
current long distance carrier, The Farm Bureau Con-
nection will act as your long distance carrier.

“The Farm Bureau Connection is truly a
valuable new program for Michigan Farm Bureau
members,” explains Doug Fleming, MFB manager
of member services. “It cuts through the red tape
and offers a single flat rate of 8.5 cents a minute
anywhere, anytime in Michigan and 11.9 cents
anywhere, anytime in the rest of the United
States, with a low monthly access fee of $1.50.”

Supreme Court ruling
supports commodity
checkoff programs

T he U.S. Supreme Court issued a 5-4 decision

in Glickman vs. Wileman, in which Cali-

fornia tree fruit growers challenged the
constitutionality of assessments for generic advertis-
ing under a USDA marketing order.

According to Ken Nye, director of the Michi-
gan Farm Bureau's Commodity and Environmental
Division, the Supreme Court ruled that generic
advertising resulting from checkoff programs does
not violate the First Amendment right of free ]
speech of producers. A Michigan cherry producer
had made a similar court challenge in the past, over
promotional programs funded through a similar
state-level program for cherries.

“It's important that the Supreme Court
has affirmed that self-help commodity check-
off type programs are, in fact, valid under the
constitution,” Nye said. “The Supreme Court
basically said that as long as growers affirm
these kind of programs in a majority vote,
which is accomplished with these kind of pro-
grams before they're started, then they're
valid under the constitution. Growers have,
for a number of years, combined their efforts
to pay for research, promotion, advertising
type programs for numerous commodities.”

Nye said that although the ruling dealt spe-
cifically with promotion programs funded under
federal order programs, the decision will have an
impact on various state-level programs that were
also being challenged based on the free speech
argument. Michigan operates several state-level
commodity checkoff programs for generic pro-
motion and research, including cherries, corn
and soybeans.

“The rationale of the court ruling was
that generic advertising is intended to stimu-
late consumer demand for an agricultural
product,” Nye explained. "At least a majority
of the producers in each of the markets in
which such advertising was authorized must
be persuaded that it is effective, or presum-
ably the programs would have been discontin-
ued. As long as a majority of producers af-
firms the program, then they're valid under
the constitution.”

The Supreme Court’s decision reverses an
earlier ruling by the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals that had found the First Amendment pro-
tected against coerced subsidization of commer-
cial speech. The Ninth Circuit decision was in
direct conflict with that of a Third Circuit ruling
involving the Beef Promotion and Research Act of
1985. The secretary of agriculture had petitioned
the Supreme Court to resolve the conflict.

Visit us on the World Wide Web at:

pttp/www.Th.com/miTh

According to Fleming, the personal 800-
number service with a flat rate of 14.7 cents per
minute is an attractive option for small business-
es. “While many long-distance services bill by full
minute increments, The Farm Bureau Connec-
tion charges are based on six-second incre-
ments,” he adds. “If you talk for one minute and
six seconds, you pay for one minute and six sec-
onds, not for two minutes, as you would with
many companies. Your long-distance dollars go
farther because you do not pay for unused time.”

Fleming adds that the personal calling cards are
another attractive option for members looking to
avoid costly surcharges when using other long-dis-
tance cards. “The calling cards are issued to all new
subscribers and cost only 22.5 cents per minute.”

“We've done studies throughout the state

and we've saved members between $5 and $40 a
month on their bill,"” Fleming states. “Whether
your monthly bill is $12 or $70, you can save the
value of your membership and more with The
Farm Bureau Connection.”

Accurate billing

“With our accurate billing system,” Fleming
adds, “you will better understand what you are
paying for, with the full confidence that you are
actually using far more of the time you are pay-
ing for. You will receive a monthly bill from Farm
Bureau. It's as simple as that.”

How do | sign up?

Call your county Farm Bureau secretary or
Michigan Farm Bureau member services at 1-800-
292-2680, ext. #3235 for a brochure containing an
application to simply drop in the mail.

Once you have completed the application to
change your long-distance carrier, you will see no
change in services, except you can now call that long-
lost friend you've been meaning to call for years. &
i g ﬁ'-

Safe on corn.

Rip through broadleaves, with

PERMIT® FIGHTS TOUGH
WEEDS, TOOTH AND NAIL.

All-ways crop safe
Because Permit combines excep-

the unmatched performance of
Permit herbicide. You can use it
in corn or grain sorghum to con-
trol a broad spectrum of tough
weeds, including: velvetleaf,
cocklebur, pigweed (even tri-
azine-resistant varieties), com-
mon ragweed and sunflower.

Stronger, longer

Its unique chemistry and two-fold
action allows Permit to move into
both the leaves and roots of
labeled species, attacking weeds
immediately. Then, its residual
soil activity keeps Permit working
all season long.

Savage on broadleaves,

safe on corn.

tional control with crop safety,
you can tackle large or small
weeds in large or small corn. It
extends your application window
from spike all the way through
canopy closure.

Yet, Permit does not carry over
from one season to the next.
Unlike atrazine or Exceed, Permit
degrades in both low and high
pH soils. It also does not pose
volatility problems, eliminating
worries of damage to adjacent
crops from vapor drift.

Call 1-800-CORN-SAFE
Discover how Permit can help
you bear down on tough weeds,
without the fear of corn injury:
For more information,

call 1-800-CORN-SAFE
(1-800-267-6723).

ALWAYS BEAD AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS FOR PERMIT HERRICIDE
Perma® s a registered tradermurk of. and weed under lcense from, Niman
Chemical Indsmes. Lad Exceed 15 2 trademank of Ciba Crop Prosscoen

OMensanio Company 1958 196
.f

HERBICIDE
Stronger. Longer: Safer.

Monsanto

The Agricultural Group

A Unit of Monsanto Company
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We put a lot of ener
pinto farming e

Each day we light the way for
you and other farmers across the
state — providing the power that
keeps you in business. But our
commitment to you doesn’t stop
there.

We have a 24-hour, toll-free
number to answer your energy
service questions. Plus, we’ve
established a dedicated, toll-free
number so we can respond to your
questions about animal contact
current. And, with 39 Customer
Service Centers state-wide, we’re
ready to serve you.

We’re also working with key
agricultural organizations like
Michigan State University
Extension and the Michigan FFA
on issues that impact your produc-
tivity and profitability.

We’re proud to serve 20,000 farms —
more farms than any other utility in
the state — and we’re committed to help-
ing you succeed every step of the way.

For questions about animal contact
current, call 1-800-252-8658.

For other service questions, call
1-800-477-5050.

cmsunmﬂ@
Counton Us
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Discussion Term limits set to take effect in the
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of Michigan Farm
Bureau

hen term limits were passed by Michi-

gan voters in 1992, it seemed like a

long way off before they would actual-
ly take effect. Now, with the 1998 elections not far
away, the six-year term limits are about to open up
65 races for Michigan's Congress.

“In the 1998 election, there will be 65 mem-
bers of the House of Representatives who have
served their six years and will be ineligible for the
election,” explained Al Almy, director of Michigan

Farm Bureau's Public Affairs Division. “We're going

to see 65 races in which there is no incumbent
running. Those familiar names will not be on the

ballot.

“Our Farm Bureau members are going to
have to take a hard look at all the candidates and
decide for themselves which ones are best able
to understand the concerns of agriculture,” he

continued.
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What this means for agriculture
Exactly how having these brand new elected

officials will affect the agriculture industry is yet to be

determined. *] think that will depend, to a large de-
gree, who the 65 new legislators are to replace the

old 65 — whom we know where they stand on issues

and know how theyre going to react,” Almy said.

Nonetheless, there will be scores of new legis-

lators for farmers to build positive relationships
with. Almy said this will require Farm Bureau mem-
bers and staff to educate the new congressmen
about the agriculture industry.
How term limits came about

The idea of term limitation was placed on the
ballot and passed with a majority of “yes" votes in
1992. “A year prior to that, at our annual meeting,
members adopted policy supporting term limits,"
Almy explained.

“1 think there was a feeling — and that same

feeling exists today — that the Legislature was made

up of alot of individuals who were making a long-
time, professional living from being state politi-
cians,” Almy said. “I think there was a feeling
among our members that some of these folks were
simply no longer in touch with the realities of the

world that they were supposed to be representing.”

Challenges of term limitation
Opponents of term limitation say voters have

always had a chance to limit the terms of their poli-
ticians — through elections. “I think there was a
feeling, however, that the power of the incumbent
in winning re-election — because they had name
recognition and access to dollars to run a campaign
that their challengers did not have — that it was
rather difficult to replace a long-time incumbent,”
Almy said.

“If there is a down side to term limitation for
agriculture — which is a minority group when look-
ing at the sheer number of farmers in terms of the
whole population — we currently have persons who
are very familiar and have a strong background in
agriculture in our leadership positions,” Almy said.

Term limits could mean losing some friends of
agriculture, such as Senate Majority Leader Dick
Posthumus and many others who have strong farm
backgrounds.

Surfacing good candidates

In order to make sure our legislators repre-
sent our needs, many Farm Bureau members are
active in committees to surface candidates for the
soon-to-open positions. They strive to find electable
people who will represent them fairly.

Michigan Farm Bureau also offers a work-
shop for political candidates to learn how to run
their campaigns well. “The Campaign Managers'
Workshop is for people who have either made the

decision to run for public office in the 1998 elec-
tions or are thinking about it,” Almy said. The
seminar helps them plan and carry out all aspects
of their race, including how to announce their
candidacy, how to raise money, how to select the
right issues and more.

“When term limitation is fully implemented in
the year 2002, we will see the real impacts,” Almy
said. Until then, citizens must find the right candi-
dates to represent them fairly in Lansing.

Discussion Questions

1. In your opinion, what are the most impor-
tant benefits of term limitation?

2. How will the Michigan agriculture industry,
as a whole, be affected by term limitation
after the 1998 election? How will it affect ag
in the long term?

3. What legislators from your area will be re-
placed because of term limitation? What can
you, as a Farm Bureau member, do to fill
their seat with someone who will represent
you and your industry well?

4. Once the new congressmen are elected,
what can you do to see that they truly rep-
them learn about our industry? &

| Financing

WANTED:
Old motorcycles,
snowmobile and off
road vehicles. 1965
and older. Call JD at
1-517-676-0583.

We Buy

Damaged
HET

Buyer and
seller of:
M Cash grains
B Feed ingredients
B Milling quality
grains

Licensed and bonded
with over 20 years
oi experience

800-878-8900
Michigan
Agricultural
Commodities,
Inc.

445 North Canal
, Ml 48917
Open 7 am. - 5:30 p.m.
Mon.-Fri.

ALLEGAN ANTIQUE
MARKET: Sunday;, July
27. Rain or Shine! 300
exhibitcgs, 200 under
cover. Every type of
antique, Located right
in Allegan, Michigan
at the fairgrounds.
7:30 am to 4:30pm.
$3 admission. Free
parking!

-

BIG STAR seasonal
trailer lot rental with
300" of easy beach
access, Utilities, play
area. Family oriented
park. Days, call 1-616-
676-9675. Call 1-616-
954-1881 evenings.

CAMPERS!
Fun place for family.
Watersled, swimming,
fishing. Cabins and
RV rentals. Call, ask
for calendar of events
Monroe KOA

Kampground
US 23 at Exit 9

1-800-562-7646
Vehicles

Loans For

Homeowners

Regardless of
credit history,
call for same-
day approval.

(A casH
FAST!
CommonPoint

Mortgage
1-800-968-2221

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR
LAND CONTRACT?
Late pai ts? Back
taxes? Property
damage? 9 of 10
wal'rfy for purchase.

e can hﬂ:

1st NATIONAL

1-800-879-2324.

® 100% tax deductible

o fixed payments
® min advance payment

2
TELVMARKINC.

800-451-3322

1952 FORD pickup.
51,000 miles, fully
restored. 6 ton grain
bin with auger. Single
chain elevator for grain
or silage. Barn timber,
1-810-346-2340.

FORD L-800, 1978
twin screw tandem
axle, 18’ scientific box

Be sure to request I.D. Number

$10 OFF WEEKEND RENTAL
Cernficate is valid for $10 Off Alamo's low basic rate on a weekend rental of 3 to 4 days.

‘DOES FINDING

A GREAT DEAL

HAVE YOU
GOING

IN CIRCLES?

JUST ASK ALAMO®

When you travel with Alamo, you'll always get great rates, quality cars, and friendly service
at any of over 270 locations throughout the United States, Canada, and Europe. So, if you've been
looking for the perfect way to explore some new surroundings, Just Ask Alamo. For reservations,

call your travel agent, access us at fttp:/77 www.ggahmo.ccﬁi or call Alamo Rent A Car.

212

and Rate Code BY.

1-800-354-2322

Al features fine General Motors cans like the Chevy Cavalier
50% TOWARDS AN UPGRADE

Cﬂﬁﬁa:cuuhdl:mmoﬁupgndechﬂgulowh@awmnm
a compact car of above in the US.A. or Canada Valid on rentals of up to 14 * Only

and hoist, 50,000
miles. Portable diesel
air compressor, 250
CFM, like new. 9513
Roadranger
transmission, low
miles. 6-354 Perkins
diesel power unit with
PTO. Call or fax, 1-
517-879-6994

Deadiine for
next Issue is
Noon,
August 6, 1997
==

jmmumwm&ﬁumiameuﬂ.w&m » Car must be picked

up after :00AM on

one certificate per rental; not to be wed in conjunction with any other discounted or
promotional rates, or an Alamo Express 1

reservation at least 24 hours before arrival. « Travel Agents: Please include /S1-C-DH6B
in the car sell. » You must present this cernficate at
once redeemed. » Cerdficate may only be applied toward the basic rate which does not

include taxes,

wm.dwmmmm& 3
IO O] maﬂwﬁm m

and returned before 12:00 midnight on Monday + Only
Phas™ or Quicksitver™ rental. « Plexse make your

the Alamo counter on arrival. It is void

1188-2-790

one certificate per rental; not to be ued in conjunction with any other discounted or
promotional rates, or an Aluno Plus™ or Quicksiiver™ rental. « Please make your
reservation at Jeast 24 houn before arrval U s subject to availability at tme of
rental. » Travel Agents: Please include /S1-C-U24B in the car sell. + You must present this
certificate at the Alamo counter on arrival. It is void once redeemad. » Centificate has no

cash value and does not include taxes, surcharges, fuel, optional items, or
airport access fees, if any. » Any ion is non-refundable. ions will
not be accepted, and expired or Jost certi cannot be . 0 Alamo's

sundard rental conditions at the time of rental. * Offier valid through December 15, 1997.

For neservations, call your travel agent, access us at

e ) e MR



http://www.goalamo.com
http://www.goalamo.com
http://www.goalamo.com
http://WWW.telmark.com
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Robb Gingell

Prescott, Ml
1-800-BUY-NOBA, Ext.219

Andy Sommers
Bad Axe, MI
1-800-BUY-NOBA, Ext. 221

Dick & Jack Van Hoven
Jenison, Ml
1-800-BUY-NOBA, Ext. 305

Mark Sellers
Angola, IN

1-800-BUY-NOBA, Ext. 226

Regional Sales Mgr.
Byron Schunk
Clare, MI
1-800-BUY-NOBA, Ext.217

Farm Machinery

Noba - Your #1 Source for:

m Superior genetics
W A.l supplies
W A.l training
B Mating programs

W Nitrogen service

B Large herd programs

Stop by our booth at the Michigan
Dairy Expo or contact your local
Noba rep for more information on
the Code One lineup.

P.O. Box 607 » Tiffin, OH 44883

+ Grain Bins

» Bucke! Elevators

= Millwright Service

* Airstream Auto Dryers
* Leg Towers/Catwalk

-5 Johnson System, Inc.
Marshall, Ml 49068

Complete Grain System

» Hopper Bins

* Dryer Service
* Crane Service
= GSI Top Dry

* Specialists

Farm Machinery

arm Machinery

HOULE IRRIGATION
pump; used hydro
manure or water
irrigation traveler; 2

agitation
pumps; 3-point hitch
10', 6" Houle manure
pump; 3750 gallon
Calumet tank
spreader; 100 heavy
duty freestalls,
complete; new
insulmattress cow
mattress. 1-517-224-
3839.

1939 AC “B" Regent.
Rebuilt. Good rubber.
Best offer over $1200.
Call 1-616-945-3663.
Rick.

BRUSH HOGS, hay
bines, balers, round
balers, rakes, rotary
hoes and cultivators.
Large selection of farm
equipment. Call Dan
Reid after 1pm. 1-517-
773-5374.

300 GALLON
stainless steel milk
tank for sale. $300.
Call 517-732-522.

500 GALLON FMC
250 speed sprayer.
JD 670 rake.
Kewanee elevator, 40',
6’ black blade. Stihl
034-AV chain saw.
1988 Blazer, runs

good.
1-616-784-2824,

BEAN JIGGER: Bean
stoner, 40" Universal
Ig_? May-rath 6"x40’
O transport a er

e steel
dock (62'x40 ),
Farmall 4-row bean

puller.
Call or fax, 1-517-879-
6994

BRUSH HOGS, hay
bines, baler, rakes,
elevators, round
, Swe-
dish tme cultrvaturs
rotary hoes, flail
choppers, JD lawn
tractors, New Holland
bale wagon 3-point
mowers. Call Dan
Reid after 1pm. 1-517-
773-5374.

CASE IH 1250 feed
rinder, like new,
4500. Case disc

. ALAR e e
potato/vegetable o s
Boxes. $25. each. 24'  ton. 1968 Intemational
Ko ic-swing tandem 21’ steel rack,
liquid manure
conveyor. Excellent
condition. $3000. ;glreadet. 2300
1-616-825-2845. 1-616-784-1676.
Position Opening
Job Position: Extension Integrated Pest Management
(Field Crops)/Groundwater Stewardship Agent

This is a full-time, lemporary position serving Saginaw
and its sumounding counties. It is funded through
September 30, 2001 by the Michigan Integrated Pest

Avallable Date: September 1, 1997
Application Deadline: August 1, 1997 or until a
candidate is selected.

Agent will work in two main program areas: Field Crop
IPM and Groundwater Stewardship. Agent will provide
Field Crop IPM expertise with a focus on com and
edible dry beans and provide Groundwater
Stewardship expertise. Half of time will be dedicated
to educational programming with the com and dry
edible bean industry.

For more information on Job Description, Qualifica-
tions and Application Procedure, please contact: Gary
Glazier or Barbara Campbell, ANR Human
Resources, Michigan State University, 113 Agriculture
Hall, East Lansing, MI 48824-1039. Ph. (517) 353-
8696. E-mail: anrper@msus.msu.edu. Equal
Opportunity Employer.

arm Machinery

1974 MODEL 6060
Speicher tiling
machine for sale.
Also 1974 John Deere
310 backhoe $13,000.
1-616-527-6438.

FARMERS: CASH
NOW! Enrolied in
1996 FAIR Act? Why
wait? Sell future
Production Flexibility
Contract payments,
all/part. Cash for any
. No fees!
om, 1-800-942-2274.

JD 2640 w/loader,
1800 hours, chains,
3-point quick hitch
\M'ieel

weights, 3-point

.JD 318, 3-point
hrl , 48" mower, 250
hours. Two 300 galion
overhead fuel tanks.
$25 each.
1-616-463-6513

JD 4310 beet
harvester. UTF 4-row
beet topper. 3-point
300 galion, 30" boom
sprayer 3-point hitch

FORAGE WAGONS:
2-940, 1-960 Gehl
boxes, tandem gears.
Also Keifer built
gooseneck 20'
stockmaster, stock
trailer, deluxe model.
500 gallon above
ground gas fank with
pump. 1-616-899-
2664.

FORD, NEW HOLLAND
tractors and
equipment from
Symon's in Gaines.
For 45 years your best
deal for the long run!

S n's
1-517-271-8445,
Gaines

REAR MOUNT
sprayer for JD. Hy-
cycle, complete with
nozzles, floats with
contour of row, 30
wide. $1200. For
information, call Stan
Radewald. Niles, 1-
616-683-4194,

ce nt mixer, PTO
hydraulic dump. 3-
point hitch grass
seeder for lawn. F-2
Gleaner parts. Call or
fax, 1-517-879-6994

LIQUID MANURE
SPREADERS:
New and used. Balzer,
Beitttyer-am parts. UPS
Also, dryers and
handling equipment.
Hamilton Distributing

1-800.248 8070

x50
Ao

» All steel building with a 20 year warranty
* Ideal for use as a workshop and storage

SUPER HEAVY STEEL
FOR INFORMATION ON CANCELLED
ORDERS, CALL NOWY
{2 LEFT)
{2 LEFT)

50mA2
50x100....(1 LEFT)

{1 LEFT)

United Steel Span Inc.

1-800-951-5669

Livestock

eqlipﬂ'lﬁnt Livestnck
ALUM-LINE'S THE ANGUS & GELBVIEH:
ONE! Livestock, horse Breeding stock.
and combination Free delivery!
models. Flatbed and Border Collie Stock
car , pickup bodies 3

tool boxes. Call today.

Sarwce and rescue Bordner Farms

, 5th wheel and Sturgis, M
bumper pull. All 1-616-651-8353

ahémurlu.lzr: all built to
order! nd en
Trailer Salesb“g
1-616-698-6840

LIVESTOCK TRAILER:
1986 Chamberlin
cattle/hog
combination, 48x96.
Good condition,
rubber. New brakes
1-800-750-4754.

USED CLAY honey
wagon pump, hog
feeders, Mirafount 4
hole cattle waterer.
New Mirafount cattle
waterers, calf huts,

Sioux gates and other
FREE! 20x40 livestock equipment.
Vestaburg silo with 1-517-543-4315,
Badger . Also, Charlotte.
for sale, DMCf twin
auger stir rater for 20'
grain bin. 1-517-832- Farm
7830 after Spm. Commodities
LITTLE GIANT  HIGH MOISTURE

elevator, 52' long,
EMD comn s and
hay pan. Excellent
shape! 1-517-626-
6534 evenings.

Dick Alwood, Wick Buildings Dealer

Wick Columns Are Guaranteed
For 50 Years.

Wick pressure-treated columns are
backed for 50 years against decay and
insect damage. That gives you an idea of
how Wick buildings are made.

They're constructed with roof and wall
steel screw-fastened for added strength and
structural integrity. And these colored
panels are tough, full-hard base steel.

To learn more about strong Wick build-

ings, contact us today.

(W) ek

202 Pearl, Charlotte. MI 48813

Office: (517) 543-0996, Home: (616) 623-8780
Fax: (517) 543-9475

corn for sale. 22%
mmsture

SHELLED CORN for
sale. Call 1-517-673-
GO s

Livestock

REGISTERED Jersey
breeding age bulis.

1-517-871-9414,

tested, semen tested.
Free delivery! Call
anytime.
SHAGBARK
FARMS
Alto, Michigan
1-616-868-6040

BEDDING: dry Kiln
sawdust ing. 100
and 120 yard loads.
Call for prices. 1-616-
688-5832.

FOR S5ALE: (4)
registered purebred
Hereford heifers, 1
year old. $350 each.
Call 517-268-5795
evenings.

FOR SALE: Full blood
Beefalo herd,
breeding stock cows,
bull, new calves. Must
have good home on
39 acre farm. Lock,
stock and barrel!
1-517-435-4749

FOR SALE:
Fle?isterecl Hereford
bull, 14 months old.
$500. Call 517-268-
5795 evenings.

HEREFORD CATTLE:
Yearlings, bred cows,
bulls. area.
Lawn Locust Farm
1-517-546-9754

o

Conveniently located
to all attractions:

% Pigeon Forge & Gatlinburg TN

* Kitchens * Fireplaces
* Hot Tubs * Large Pool

SELF-STICK ALUMINUM ROLL ROOFING

Roof or reroof most low siope roofs,
paich roll roofing, asphalt or metal
roofs, gufters. Just peel off release
paper and stick down. Reflective
surface cuts under roof temperature.
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE
SAMPLE, ORDER INFO.

N7 MEM Buiding Products Corp.
P.O. Box 340 # Coshocton, OH 43812  800-882-RO0F

ROOF, REROOF, PATCH
It's easy to do tt

yourself with

A

LOG CABINS Open Year Round
Call Toll Free
IN THE 1-888-200-0625
SMOKIES for a FREE color brochure/
Livestock Livestock
BULLS FOR SALE: LLAMAS: Herd

Two year old Dividend
son. Low birth EPD.
Thick and full of
muscle. Intermediate
reserve Champion
1997 Futurity show.
Semen tested and
ready to work. $1500.
Also, May yearling,
Great Western son.
Guaranteed breeder.
$1000.

Merriman Farms

1-61

BREEDING AGE
polled hereford bulls.
Registered or un-
registered. Good
selection!
Kirk Catey, 1-517-
627-6587 or Sam
Catey, 1-517-627-
6248. Grand Ledge.

HORTON BAY LLAMAS
is reducing herd size.

Four bred females
available. Due this
spring and fall. We
also have weanling
males. Photos sent

on request.

Jack & Barbara Danly
06300 Boyne City Road
Charlevoix,

49720

1-616-582-7473

Fax 1-616-582-6540
LLAMAS ARE

GREAT, and now
they're affordable!
These docile,
intelligent animals
make wonderful pets
for hiking, packing,
picnicking, pulling
caris, or to just plain
enjoy. Their wool is
valuable and they also
make outstandin
vard animals. Call
r a visit today!
1-616-677-3309.
Ron & Nancy Lafemiere.
Laferriere mas
Marne, Michigan
Just northwest of
rand Rapids)

Pledmontese Cattle:
Lean, tender, double
muscled, calving
ease. Quality
registered breeding
stock. Also available,
embryos and semen.
Redblrﬁ‘Fnrms
Lapeer, Michigan
1-810-667-

PUREBRED BOER
GOATS. MichFlock.
Stud .

available.
612 North Madison,

reduction due to job
promotions. Peruvian
Chilean Bolivian and
domestic blood lines.
All ILR reg . Call
for more information.
The Llama Zoo
Kalamazoo
1-616-372-2863

LLAMAS:
North American Sitting
Bull and Essex
bloodlines. Pet males
and ing females.
Rsanonaly pritedt
Call for more
information and visit.
1-517-645-2719.
Miller's Lilamaland
Potterville, MI

NEW ZEALAND white
rabbits. Meat
producing breeding
stock available.
Dettmer's Bunny
Patch. All pedigreed
commercial rabbits.
Open 7 days per
week

Carson City, MI
1-517-584-3765.

NINE REGISTERED

Polled Hereford
bulls for

sale. Optimum and

Rocky ner blood

lines.

Rye Hereford Farm

Rogers City
1-517-734-3005

HIGHLAND CATTLE,
breeding stock and
semen for sale.

Visitors welcome! Call
evenings or
weekends.

1-517-543-7979.
harlotte, Michigan

REGISTERED TEXAS
Longhorns. Utilized
genetics for calving

ease, dise?:jl
g p ;
browse utilization.
Dia Ranch
1-61 -9042
SCOTCH HIGHLAND
catt!e registered,
,all
vanous iﬁ:
Ridge Farms.

Williamston, Mi 1-517-
655-3792.

TOP QUALITY HOLSTEIN
breeding age bulls,
from hi i

cow family. Top Al
i $900.

Lapeer, M| 48446, S5,
Pasch Fa
;"?;0567 0169 any 1-517-644.3519
TWO TEXAS
REGISTERED LONGHORN HEIFERS.
S gnla (.'iallt:'\t»’\lral
LONG HOR olstein cross bu
weanlings, he?i%'rs, One you bug!i Buffalo
ing heifers and
;676 B aaes
1-616-676-1462. 1-616-642-

b

BUILDING SYSTEMS
)OO -6 43

- 5555

Mlinvd W
i,

Frevnnsq
125
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Mic

siness &
l i e, e Legal Services
AUSTRALIAN CATTLE EXPERIENCED
AND AUSTRALIAN Michigan agribusiness
SHEPHERD attorneys with farm
Mix Pups. backgrounds.
; Wormed Knowledge and

and First Shots. $100
each. Call 1-517-831-
3879.

AUSTRALIAN
SHEPHERD PUPS:
Born 5-6-1897, have
shots and papers.
Both parents can be

: Border
Collie puppies. Born
April 20 out of
registered stock.
Parents working dogs.
LeRoy, Michigan.

1-616-768-4546,

GENTLE GIANTS:
Irish Wolf hound
Puppies. ready for
adoption to loving
families.  Great
temperaments. Bay
City. Call 1-517-684-
8117 after 5 pm.

LABORADOR MIX
PUPPIES: Black and
Golden. Mother
Golden registered.
Call 1-517-352-7387.

L=

FOR SALE

experience in all farm
areas, restructure,
stray voltage,
bankrupicy, estate

. EAST SIDE:

ThomasJ

43777 Grosebe ck
Highway, Mt.
Clemens, Michigan.
48036

1-810-463-5253.
WEST SIDE:
Robert A. Stariha, 40
West Sheridan,
Fremont, Michigan,
49412,
1-616-924-3760.

METAL ROOF
COATINGS: Heavy
fibered or white roof
coatings. H.J. Butzin,
Call anytime, early or
late.

1-517-777-9815

-

AQHA 13 year old
brood mare with stock
Paint colt on side. Will
sell separately. APHA
Kear filly, started in

alter, chestnut
marking. 1-517-866-
2586.

FREE HOME
DELIVERY!Simply the
best! Complete Horse
Feed. ELITE +, 10%
or 12%. Dealer
inquines welcome! For

114 ACRE FARM:
Three bedroom
house, picturesque
stream and woods.
Near West Branch.
Many extras!
$165,000. (F-145)
Call Dan at
Faust Real Estale
1-517-263-8666

198 ACRE DAIRY
FARM: Missaukee
County, two homes,
cow/calf operatlon
horse boardin
$279,000. (F-100
Call Dan at
Faust Real Estate
1-517-263-8666

28 ACRES: Three
bedroom home,
Hillsdale County, 5
acres woods. Lots of

information or defivery, room for animals!
Mathie Energy Supply $115,000. (F-138).
Co, Inc. Call Dan at
1-800-467-7340 Faust Real Estate
1-517-
75 ACRE vacant hog
Helpwantgd farm. Lenawee
County, near
Tecumseh. 15 acres
wood, many usable
LAWN CARE buildings. $230,000.
SPECIALIST (F-161)
HORTICULTURIST Call Doug at
Become a Tru-Green Faust Real Estate
Chemlawn Specialist 1-517-263-8666

and working the earth
can be very fulfilling.
The ideal candidate
will be responsible,
quick, independent,
pleasant, and have
finely tuned customer
service skills
Experience and
pesticide certification
helpful but not
required. We'll train
you in lawn
applications while you
receive a competitive
salary, good benefits
and healthy out door
contact with Mother
Earth ;

Please submit resume
to: TruGreen
Chemiawn, 3116 Dixie

SW, P.O. Box 608, -Continental- : . ;
Grandville, Mi 49468. Call Ron MoGregor | YDRAULIC CYLINDER e Our hunting lease program helps reduce crop depredation while
0608. Attention: Eric details. and hydraulic pump  Wisconsin engine managing and controlling the hunters on your land.
Herring. For inquiry, repair. Seal kits and dealer. f
call 1-888-889-8084. SERIOUS BUYER chrome work, all 70 years of servicel
Ask for Eric. bt makes, HART'S AUTO
S| PARTS
vacant balanced and rebuit Cecil, OHIO
Agricultural propanly. 2050 8 Venture Tool & 1-419-399-4777
Services acres, Call 1-810-239- Metalizing
: 8028 Sebewaing, MI
SAVE MONEY. FARMS AND LAND s i
Recycle your diesel throughout Michigan, ——— ey TRAILERS: ALLIANC
and ot ai ntzke agricultural and  SAVE 75% ON  Complete line of L1
filters using the Sonic recreational. Large ~ WORK CLOTHES! AVE"% enclosﬂg
Clean St . parcels preferred. Good, clean, cargo units avaiiable i i

Broy "quizsszemm ooyl g o 10w prices. Biaa Turn your problem into profit by calling us today.

used. 50% Call Dan Money back range from 5x8 to
savings over new VanValkenburg, guarantee. Free 8x48. - -
filters. Rural  Property brochure TAG-A-LONG
Recycle Now, Inc. Specialist. SmteT:. Recycling 4 ;‘;tﬁnms (Flaxble e R

Holland. M Faust Real Estate ree xible lease arrangements and $2,000,000 in i rance coverage
1-616-396-7724 Adrian 1-800-909-9025 517-659-3478 y )

616-396-8102, Fax 1-517-263-8666 24 hours-7 days. )

OLDER FARM HOME:
Approximately 15
acres on main
highway. Reasonable
terms! Needs
decorating, will
consider rent with
option. Close to lakes.
Addison mailing
address.
1-810-727-7290,

Real Estate
Wanted

BUYING FARM LAND
and recreational

property throughout
northwest Michigan.

] F
— f ! oh
Having retired from dairy famming, the : nilbesddltp:ﬂcudonm

the farm located

200bu

controls, 2-

Read 1
mmm 12 vert. feed

51

¥ w11 ot cultipacker Hay,
ham,mnmmzcwuam"gwm

[ soasons i, goo o) 1904 il 5P 38 8.5 it pu, S PTOSN BT

seasons old, ) A 8 apt

:Gd'l“.'.lgo:l:blwmﬁdii?ﬁ
muloronuﬂ;tmwww wde

JDmig. 22' feed
mﬂﬂ udlbavud\odwdiummm at conclusion
of miscellaneous farm items

Au:lmnear‘aﬂm Plan on attending on time as there will be very lithe small items. Mr. Mayers
wmdm{y!mm always housed and cared forf Loader tractor on sita!

4 mi. W of St Johns, Ml on M-21 then 2 mi. N on Lowell Rd.
& E 1/2 mi. o 5395 Kinley Rd. (Ciinton Co.)

Thursday, August 21, 1997 - 10:00 a.m.
Tractors: Casa/lH 7110 Dsl. Tractor, 2WD, cab, mr 18.4x42R fires & duals,

cond., w2 bottom plow; Oliver 550 Gas Tractor and Heads: Claas Dominator 60 Dsl.
Combine, Mercedes dsl., only 510 hrs.l; Claas 4-95 4-row wide com head; Claas 16'
Floating Grain Platform wheader : White 5100 8-row hyd. fold-up

planter,
monitor, dry fert., insecticides; IH 5100 21 hoe grain drill, dbl. disc openers, grass seeder; IH 7x16"
serrumtd.plws IHEUFUampon

i5 saif
“z;mwwmﬁnmmmmgg

nywar maﬂamomx
width com head, arda‘GnN

wi7" hay pick up head and 2-row com {2}

bumper

800 bu. gm!inwﬂalsab:xbm EWPTOWNE[M

bin; 6°x18' unloading auger w/elec. motor; 11 ETM cal
conveyor (like new cond.) 19 Holsteln

erms: Cash or good negotiable check day of sale.

Raymond & Gladys Mayers, Prop.

53095 Kiniey Rd., St Johns, MI 48879

For info, call 517-224-2131

T SKORA AUCTION SERVICE WG,

7/386-2252 or 9694 ~ Fax 517/386-2246

[Ej SYKORA AUCTION SERVICE, INC.
Jim & Scolt Sykora, Auctioneers, Clare, Michigan

Sesquicentennial Farm Auction

Wemmw
farm located 6 mi.
Ten E 1-1/4 mi. to 6815
Friday, August 22, 1997 - 10:00 a.m.

MF 285 Dsl. Tractor wiMF
Traclor; 1974 Ford F-250
row N Planter; Kvemiand 5x18" semi mid.; MF 18-hoe grain drill; New Holland 320 I'IJ
baler; New Holland 1034 Stackliner sq. bale stacker; Vicon 8-wheel 3 pt. hay rake; New

mmazazmm

farm that has been in our family for 160 years,
described tems will be sold at auction on the
of 96 Mi on Fowlerville Rd.
. Hayner Ad. (Livingston Co.)

Tractors and Farm Machinery
tach hyd. loader; White 2-85 Dsl. Tractor; M-Moline G 855 Dsl.
fon 2WD 1978 Chrysler Newport 4 dr. sedan; Whita 543 4-

picker: JD 42
tandem axe

system wiB cdaws, washer, Chore Boy dbl. 4

m:&mssmmm Surged.chp Patz 10’ silo unioader
VaACUUM pump; VaCUUMm pump;

200’ of 6 cyclone fence and posts; scrap Iron plles; misc, shop and hand tools; chain saws; slec.
MM'S&ISWMMWZWWGWI

This 10-acre parcal whome and bams on
Terms: Cash or

Harold and Kate Sommer, Props.

rd. Cail Jeff Bean at 810-220-1404.
negofiable check day of sale.

6815 W. Hayner Rd., Fowlervile, Ml 48836
For info, call 517-223-9734

___FARMAUCTION
will be sold at auction on the fam
oad Cie go-i? public on hu&}ﬁtri.md

= STKORA AUCTION SERVICE,INC.

ZSTSYKORA AUCTION SERVICE e |

_g—-ﬁ'

Auvniction Sale
Real Estate - Machinery - Dairy Cattle

Due 1o il health, we will sell the real estale, caiie and machinery al public auction located 1 mi. § of
Rosebush, M on Mission Rd. (Old 27), then 2-1/2 mi. W 1o 1507 E. Weldman Rd. (isabella Co.)

Friday, August 1, 1997 - 9:00 a.m. Sharp!

Hﬁ-r Ford TW-20 2WD Dsl.

wln 1m.nmomrmm 48 Hyd. Loader

953 Farmall Super C Tractor; CTractor
1summ.lumm1m

Terms on Machinery and good check day of sale.,
David and Lorna Elliott, Props.
1507 E. Weidman Rd., Rossbush, Mi 48878
For info, call 517-433-5758

n_gs’

517/386-2252 or 9694 ~ Fax 517/386-2246

US-10 then 1/2 mils south on 175t Ave.
Friday, 15, 199710:00
Tractors: JD 4430 FWA Dsl. Traclor, air, powershift; JD 4430 Dsl. Traclor, ROPS canopy,
W.DMN.TW.D“& Hyd. Loader wimaterial bucket (traclor offered
JD 4020 Gas Tractor Combine and Heads: JO

i 6 hyd.
JD 1610 11 shank trailer chisel MM
cultivator wiroling shields, 3 pt.;
M

mmmsur'zﬁm’?m
Holland mm?; m«&&wm““"
Eu;:brmwm muuumdi mm%gmn
axe.
e R CALTaTE S v e
stock gates; m:gd‘ wnmmmmmwwm skids w/

pumps; shop-built
w.ﬂnh-Mmmmm auction on time as there will be a

me&m
Terms: Cash or good negoliable check day of sale.
Eldon and Mary Lou Zimmerman, Props.
17582 Craft Rd., Hersey, MI 49639
For info, call 616-832-5887

517/386-2252 or 9694 - Fax 517/386-2246

Wanted ToBuy | | Wanted ToBuy | | Wanted To Buy
ﬁwm WANTED: CASH, NOT OPINION for
- VENEER: Used irrigation qualily tractors,
ack River  oquipment, aluminum combines, heads and
Hardwoods, Inc. tubing, PTO pumps,  round balers.
= 10-657-9151, hard hose and soft 1-517-439-2440
all 1-517-845-3345 hose travelers. Buy evenings
evenings. Sell or Trade! Call '
Rain Control
1-800-339-9350

517/386-2252 or 9694 ~ Fax 517/386-2246
Antiques/
| Collectibles General ' Wanted To Buy
HAND RAIL for stairs
with spindles STOCK-UP: WANTED
(Cheny). Lighting rods Sheepskin mittens, STANDING TIMBER:
with cable and glass ~ hats, gloves, slippers,  Buyers of timber of all
globes. Oid Myers well woolen garments, types. Cash in
pump, good condition!  yarn. Catalog acEance!
1-616-784-2824. available! 1-517-B75-4565, ask
Bellair's Hillside for Tim.
Farms M s
a Lumber Mill, Inc.
General The S Shed St. Johns, Mi
8351 Big Lake Road,
Clarkston.
1-810-625-2665.
PROFESSIONAL Visa/Master Card
CATTLE HOOF STRAW CHOPPERS:
TRIMMING. Statewidel  wyi HochORPERS:
Over 16 years ba?anr:e A Soanr:e
experience. Prices end'sange&s We stock
start at $8. Call, cho pans
e ENGINE REBUILDING

Auto-Truck-Tractor-

T00 WANY

our specialty We have the solution. We're the American Sporting Alliance and we've
been helping Michigan farmers with deer problems for over five years.

DEER???
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Weather

Outiook

by Dr. Jeff Andresen,
Agricultural
Meteorologist,
Dept. of Geography,
Michigan State
University

~ ections of Michigan were struck by two major

outbreaks of severe weather during the past
month. In the first event, a large area of ‘training thun-
derstorms’ (the observed pattern of thunderstorm
formation and movement across the same areas on
radar) brought torrential rains of 4 to 9 inches to sec-
tions of southwestern lower Michigan on the 20th and
21st. The heavy rain led to flash flooding and destruc-
tion of crops and cropland, especially in low-lying ar-
eas. The second event was an outbreak of severe
weather statewide on July 2, fueled by the rare combi-
nation of low-level tropical moisture, a strong jet
stream aloft, and a fast-moving cold front. Severe thun-
derstorms, large hail and tornadoes were reported
statewide, although most damage was in southeastern
Lower Michigan, where at least three confirmed torna-
does and thunderstorm ‘microbursts’ (an area of in-
tense straightline winds, sometimes exceeding 100
mph, flowing downward and out of a severe thunder-
storm) caused at least 10 fatalities and left over 200,000
households without power. The outbreak was consid-
ered the worst in decades in the Detroit metro area.
More benign weather should prevail in July,

with near equal odds of below-, near-, and above-
normal temperatures and precipitation forecast for
Michigan by NOAA's Climate Prediction Center. Lat-
est medium-range forecast guidance suggests cooler
temperatures for the state in association with weak
northwesterly flow aloft. Above-normal temperatures
in late June led to great advances in crop phenology,

although current seasonal growing degree day
(GDD) accumulations still lag behind normals for the

date. However, instead of the 2 10 3 week or greater
deviations that were common in mid-June, current
deviations are now on the order of only 7 to 10 days
behind normal. Such deviations could be made up
quickly, as climatological monthly GDD totals are
greatest during July, followed closely by August. &

Ag companies team up

for research

ase Corporation, DowElanco and Pioneer Hi-

Bred International, Inc. have signed an agree-
ment to collaborate on learning and determining
how the interactions of various farming practices,
inputs and environmental conditions can be collect-
ed, processed and turned into information to help
farmers make better crop production decisions.

The companies will partner to study better
ways to plan, plant, manage and harvest corn and
soybeans in the Corn Belt. Farmer cooperators have
been identified who will supply land for the project.
A variety of environments across soils and maturity
zones in the Central Corn Belt will be represented
in order to study a variety of farming conditions. &

NWS 90 Day
Temperature for:
Jul-Aug-Sep /1997

90-day Precipitation Outlook

Above

Equal
Ch:a_mcns

Equal

Above Chances

Frobability of Above
Higher Probability of Above

| Probability of Below

© Higher Probability of Below
Frobability of Normal :
Higher Probability of Normall

NWS 90 Day
Precipitation for:
Jul-Aug-Sep /1997

Michigan SaultSte Marie 633 46

484 4N 158 3% GrandRapids 685 14 768 980 246 355
er Lake City 654 18 620 717 284 303 SouthBend 689 05 849 980 332 355
Peliston 646 36 580 717 054 303 Coldwater 683 03 787 97 156 357
SIIIIIIIIBI'I Alpena e 650 28 570 681 062 290 m_ 67.0 4;1 710 967 196 357
Houghton 651 13 596 681 128 290 697 20 85 951 309 336
Ot Dot o A T ncaal rsl Muskegon 668 19 M @1 3 28 Flint 64 11 70 91 158
mean nonmal A Acc  (inch) (inch) Vestaburg 670 01 717 875 197 3.36 * Growing day accumulations are calculated with the
644 50 525 617 144 38 Bad Axe 666 13 644 B0 126 3.08 86/50 “com” method and are summed beginning April 1, 1997
651 58 564 617 324 1361 Saginaw 696 26 808 870 160 3.08

ROOT Z0NE BANDING MEANS

BETTER YIELDS

NOW AT SELECTED DMI EQUIPMENT DEALERS!

nutri-plac’r 4300
pull-type applicator

nutri-plac’r® 3250
mounted applicator

nutri-plac’r 9000

dry fertilizer applicator liquid fertilizer applicator

Precision Nutrient Placement is an important component of the complete DMI yleld-till® system
that is now available through your DMI farm equipment dealer... an agronomically based system of tillage and
root zone banding solutions that maximize soil productivity to increase the yield potential of your crops.

Take Charge Take Charge

of Your Yields of Your Expenses
Increase corn yields Lower your fertilizer to the Environment
up to 20 bushels costs up to 30%! Virtually eliminate
per acre!” fertilizer runoff!

Take Charge
of Your Commitment

Precision Nutrient
Placement Systems

The DMI yield-till* system... Helping Plants Thrive!
Call (309) 965-2233
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1 Conservation Priority Areas
Where the $$$ are in Michigan

Start to Finish
A step-by-step guide to applying for
EQIP

QzA

Everything you always wanted to know
about EQIP but were afraid to ask !

2 livestock Producers
Special information for you!

Prove It!
What MSU Extension has to say

Locally Led Conservation is Back
A word from Conservation Districts

] ¥armBureau' take on EQIP

8 The Rest of the Story
Other farm bill programs

With the accelerating conversion of farmland resulting from urban sprawl, it is critical to protect the farmland we now have with conserva-
tion management practices. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program is designed to make the adoption of conservation measures easy
and financially feasible.

Conservation planning — the way
business will be done now and into the
next century

efore and during the development of

the 1996 farm bill, farmers and ranchers

nationwide bent the ears of their legisla-
tors, letting lawmakers know that the old top
down, rigid manner in which government has
traditionally operated in the conservation arena
would not work in this day and age. More flexibil-
ity, more local input into the decision-making
process and more program diversity would pro-
mote the adoption of conservation at the farm
and ranch level. With the old Agricultural Conser-
vation Program (you may know it as ACP), one
program was expected to meet the many and
various conservation needs of all producers. A
farmer had to make his or her operation fit the
program, however awkward or manageable that
fit may have been. The 1996 farm bill conserva-
tion provisions reflect the feedback from those
making their living from the land in agriculwral
production. The old cost share programs are
gone, the focus now rests on adaptive manage-
ment that is flexible, locally driven, diverse and
voluntary, The cornerstone of this new way of
doing business is the conservation plan.

Conservation planning is nothing new. The

purpose of the plan is to provide a means to
correct resource problems that may be present.
The Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS, formerly the Soil Conservation Service)
provides the technical expertise that may be
needed to design and implement systems to
improve the resource situation. In the past, a
landowner would call up the NRCS resource con-
servationist with a resource problem, the re-
source conservationist would go out and as-
sessed the problem, and a conservation plan
would be formulated with the producer. The
conservation plan would contain technical rec-
ommendations from the NRCS Technical Guide

and a contract would be drawn up with the Farm
Services Agency (formerly ASCS) if financial as-
sistance, i.e., cost share or incentive payments,
were available. The conservation plan would
usually focus on just one resource problem and
identify one practice to correct the problem. In
addition, the conservation measures to correct
resource problems that could qualify for financial
assistance were decided upon at the national
level and applied across the board.

Not surprisingly, producers responded to
this situation by making it clear that they want-
ed a voice in identifying the resource concerns
in their area and that they wanted a more inte-
grated method of resource management. The
interconnectedness of the resource base de-
mands a more comprehensive planning system.
In acknowledgment of the changing needs of
producers, the 1996 farm bill conservation pro-
visions are driven by a locally led resource man-
agement process based on conservation plan-
ning at the resource management systems
(RMS) level. This means that when a producer
calls NRCS with a resource concern, the re-
source conservationist will still go out and as-
sess the land, but this assessment will encom-
pass all of the resources — soil, water, air, plant
and animal — and will consider the potential
ramifications of a plan on the people living in
the area. A conservation plan will be drawn up
based on recommendations from the NRCS
Technical Guide just as before; however, various
conservation measures to address the resource
concerns will be identified. Jane Hardisty, Michi-
gan NRCS state conservationist states, “This
comprehensive new approach to conservation
planning allows the producer greater flexibility,
and at the same time meets all of the resource
needs identified.” In addition, potential funding

from a variety of sources will be identified, with
one of the possibilities being the Environmental
Quality Incentive Program, At this point a con-

tract may be drawn up with Farm Services Agen-
cy if financial assistance from the various USDA
programs will be used®

How EQIP fits in with
conservation planning

he Environmental Quality Incentives Pro-

gram (EQIP) is the largest of the 1996 farm bill
conservation cost share programs, It replaces many
of the old cost share programs. The foundation of
EQIP is the locally led process, whereby local work
groups, headed by the Conservation District, identify
the most significant resource concerns in a designat-
ed geographic area. Funding for EQIP is allocated
based on proposals submitted to the state Technical
Committee, a team of conservation representatives at
the state level The Technical Committee reviews the
proposals, and the NRCS state conservationist, with
the Technical Committee’s input and the Farm Servic-
€s Agency's concurrence, selects proposals for fund-
ing, The selected proposals are called Conservation
Priority Areas (CPAs). Sixty-five percent of the state’s
total fund allocation will go toward these CPAs, while
the other 35 percent of the funds will be available
statewide for addressing statewide priority resource
concerns (SFRCs). In Michigan, the state Technical
Committee is chaired by the NRCS state conserva-
has approved 10 Conservation Priority Areas and six
Statewide Priority Resource Concems. In total, Michi-
gan has received $4.2 million for funding EQIP.”

EQIP fits into the conservation process as one
potential source of funds for financial assistance. If,
upon the resource assessment by the NRCS Resource
Conservationist, resource concerns are identified and
the land is in a CPA or the resource concerns fall into
one of the State-wide Priority Resource Concerns, then

an application for cost-share or incentive payments
address these concerns can be submitted. Applications
are available at NRCS, FSA or Conservation District
offices. It is necessary, however, to have a conservation
plan that meets all the standards and specifications of
the NRCS Technical Guide and that is approved by the
Conservation District Board completed before an ap-
plication for EQIP can be submitted.

For a listing of the CPAs and the Statewide
Priority Resource Concerns can be found on
subsequent pages of this insert. To guide you
through the process of applying for EQIP, a flow-
chart outlining the entire process from start to
finish is provided inside as well &

NRCS state conservationist Jane Hard|
explains the details of the EQIP program.

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP): A Tool for Conservation Planning
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Combined Land Areas

for Fiscal 97

8 Centralized CPAs

St. Joseph River Basin CPA
® Location:

Berrien, Branch, Calhoun, Cass, Kalamazoo, St.

Joseph and Van Buren counties
u Designated NRCS Conservationist:

John Barclay, NRCS Centreville
m Designated FSA County Executive Director:

Sharon Hoch, St. Joseph County
m Description:

Prime farmland soils, a diversity of farm enterprises
and use of irrigation combined to form the unique
character of this St. Joseph River Basin CPA. The re-
source concerns identified in the area indude ground-
water quality and quantity, water and wind erosion,
conversion of prime farmland into non-agricultural
use, sediment deposition into water bodies, and stre-
ambank/shoreline erosion. It has been determined
that more than 1.5 million acres will need conservation
systems, with these systems targeted at improving the
soil and water quality. The conservation systems used
may include Integrated Conservation Cropping Sys-
tems, Ground and Surface Water Quality/Quantity
Systems, Livestock Management Systems, Water and
Erosion Control Systems, Well-head Protection, and
Integrated Crop Management Systems,
Conservation practices eligible for cost
share payments:

Agrichemical Containment Facility, Critical Area
Planting, Diversion, Fence with Use Exclusion, Animal
Waste Management Filter Strip, Above Ground Fuel
Storage Facility, Grade Stabilization Structure,
Grassed Waterway or Outlet, Heavy Use Area Protec-
tion, Lined Waterway or Outlet, Riparian Buffer Strips,
Sediment Basin, Streambank and Shoreline Protec-
tion, Stream Crossing and Livestock Access, Tree/
Shrub Establishment, Use Exclusion, Waste Storage
Facility, Water and Sediment Control Basin, Well De-
commissioning, Wetland Development or Restora-
tion, Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment, Wind-
break/Shelterbelt Renovation.

Land management practices eligible for
incentive payments:

Conservation Cover, Conservation Crop Rota-
tion, Cover and Green Manure Crop, Cross Wind
Strip Cropping, Cross Wind Trap Filter Strip, Filter
Strip, Irrigation Water Management, Nutrient Manage-
ment, Pasture and Hayland Planting, Pest Manage-
ment, Prescribed Grazing, Residue Management (No
Till, Strip Till and Mulch Till 30% Minimum), Field
Strip Cropping, Waste Utilization, Wildlife Upland
Management, Wildlife Wetland Habitar Management.

Crockery Creek Watershed CPA
m Location:

Michigan West Coast Specialty Crop CPAs

EQIP conservation priority areas (CPAs) — where
the dollars a

# Description:

The Crockery Creek is a productive, high value cold
water trout stream that is experiencing degradation
through sedimentation and nutrient and bacterial
deposition. The destruction of wildlife habitat by wet-
land conversion is also a resource concemn in this CPA.
Improved manure, pesticide and nutrient manage-
ment; restoration of wetlands; the installation of filter
strips along streams and drains; and conservation till-
age are some of the conservation measures that will be
taken to improve the natural resource concerns.
Conservation practices eligible for cost
share payments:

Critical Area Planning, Well Decommissioning,
Fence, Trough or Tank, Agrichemical Containment
Facility, Above Ground Fuel Storage Facility, Riparian
Buffer Strip, Streambank and Shoreline Protection,
Grade Stabilization Structure, Tree/Shrub Establish-
ment, Grassed Waterway, Sediment Basin, Wetland
Development or Restoration, Waste Storage Facility,
Composting Facility, Stream Crossing and Livestock
Access, Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation, Wind-
break/Shelterbelt Establishment, Filter Strip.

Land management practices eligible for
incentive payments:

Conservation Crop Rotation, Filter Strip, Waste
Utilization, Use Exclusion, Prescribed Grazing, Resi-
due Management, No Till/Strip Till, Mulch Till, Cover
and Green Manure Crop, Conservation Cover, Wild-
life Wetland Habitat Management, Wildlife Upland
Habitat Management, Nutrient Management, Inte-
grated Crop Management, Chiseling and Subsoiling.
Saginaw Bay Area CPA
® Location:

Arenac, Bay, Clare, Clinton, Genesee, Gladwin,
Gratiot, Huron, losco, Isabella, Lapeer, Macomb,
Midland, St.Clair, Saginaw, Sanilac and Tuscola
counties
m Designated NRCS Conservationist:
Jim Dickie, Saginaw
® Designated FSA County Executive Director:
John Porath, Huron County
® Description:
The Saginaw CPA indudes more than 3 million
acres, a majority of which are used for agricultural
production of some type. Traditional farming methods
in this area have relied heavily on pesticides and fertiliz-
ers and have left the soil vulnerable to wind and water
erosion. Erosion has caused soil degradation as well as
sedimentation and nutrient loading in the Saginaw Bay
and its tributaries. T address these resource concerns,
nutrient management systems, filter strips, and stream-
bank stabilization measures will be encouraged.

and Green Manure Crop, Cross Wind Stripcropping,
tion Structure, Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation, Tree
Planting, Grassed Waterway, Water and Sediment Con-
trol Basin, Filter Strip, Steam Crossing and Livestock
Access, Dike, Clearing and Snagging, Sediment Basin,
ment, Wikilife Upland Habitat Management, Diversion,
soiling, Conservation Cover, Nutrient Management, .-
Pest Management, Agrichemical Containment Facility,
Above Ground Fuel Storage Fadlity, Streambank Pro-
tection, Field Stripcropping,

Huron and River Raisin Watersheds CPA
u Location:
Hillsdale, Lenawee, Jackson, Monroe and Washt-

® Description:

Seventy-five percent of the Huron and River Raisin
Watershed CPA s in agricultural production with 95
percent of the agricultural land classified as prime
farm land. The primary resource concerns of the CPA
are safe and sufficient water resources; productive
and sustainable soil resources and pesticide, nutrient
and manure management. To address these con-
cems, nutrient/manure management systems and
grazing management systems will be applied, riparian
buffer areas will be restored or created, and wetlands
will be restored.
Conservation practices eligible for cost

lization Structure, Grassed Waterway or Outlet, Lined
Waterway or Qutlet, Obstruction Removal, Pasture and
Stream Crossing and Livestock Access, Terrace, Under-
ground Outlet, Use Exclusion, Vegetative Barriers,
Waste Storage Facility, Water and Sediment Control
or Restoration, Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment.
Land management practices eligible for
incentive payments:

Conservation Cover, Conservation Crop Rota-
tion, Contour Farming, Cover and Green Manure,
Cross Wind Stripcropping, Cross Wind Trap Strip,
Filter Strip, Nutrient Management, Prescribed Graz-
ing, Residue Management, No Till, Strip Till, Mulch
Field Stripcropping, Waste Utilization.
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EQIP Priority Areas
Revised
Animal Manure Areas

Animal Manure CPAs

Animal Manure Production Area CPA
# Location:
Clinton, Gratiot, Ionia, Montcalm, Kent, Ottawa,
Huron, Sanilac, Calhoun, Hillsdale, Jackson and
Allegan counties
# Designated NRCS Conservationist:
Jim Scott, lonia
® Designated FSA County Executive Director:
Betty Arp, lonia County
B Description:
The Aninal Manure Production CPA includes five
focus in Michigan, Over 13 million tons of animal -
manure are produced from the animal units in this
CPA. Lack of a proper manure management system
can pose a threat to soil and water quality. Build-up of
phosphorus levels in the soil, nitrates and other con-
taminants in ground and surface water, and erosion
of streambanks and grazing areas are some of the
resource concerns in this CPA. Manure management
and planned grazing systems will be designed and
implemented to address these resource concerns.
Conservation practices eligible for cost
share payments:

Agrchemical Containment Faciity, Composiing
Cross Wind Trap Filter Strip, Cross Wind Trap Field
Strip, Well Decommissioning, Diversion, Fence, Field
Windbreak, Filter Strip, Animal Waste Management
Filter Strip, Above Ground Fuel Storage Facility, Grade
Stabilization Structure, Grassed Waterway or Outlet,
Heavy Use Area Protection, Pasture and Hayland Plant-
ing, Riparian Buffer Strips, Roof Runoff Management,
and Livestock Access, Streambank and Shoreline Pro-
tection, Structure for Water Control, Tree/Shrub Estab-
lishment, Trough or Tank, Waste Storage Facility, Water
and Sediment Control Basin, Well, Wetland Develop-
ment and Restoration, Windbreak/Shelterbelt Estab-
lishment, Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation.

Land management practices eligible for
incentive payments:

without Residue Management, Cover and Green
Manure Crop, Cross Wind Trap Filter Strip, Cross
Wind Trap Field Strip, Filter Strip, Animal Waste Man-
agement Filter Strip, Windbreak and Shelterbelt Es-
tablishment, Nutrient Management, Pest Manage-
ment, Prescribed Grazing, Residue Management: No
Till, Strip Till, Mulch Till, Ridge Till, Riparian Buffer
Strips, Cross Wind Tree/Shrub Estab-
lishment, Use Exclusion, Waste Utilization, Wildlife
Wetland Habitat Management.

Maumee River Watershed CPA
¥ Location:
Hillsdale and Lenawee counties

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP): A Tool for Conservation Planning
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Dave Williams, Hillsdale
® Description:

The Maumee River Watershed covers three states —
Michigan, Indiana and Ohio. Soil erosion has caused
excessive sedimentation in the Toledo Harbor in Ohio
and the 5t. Joseph River in Indiana. Pesticide contami-
nation and turbidity have caused drinking water quality
problems. Habitat loss of endangered species found in
the tributaries of this watershed is an additional con-
cern. To address these resource concerns, conserva-
tion systems will be installed to reduce soil erosion and
protect endangered species habitat.

Conservation practices eligible for cost
share payments:

Sediment Basin, Diversion, Grade Control Struc-
tures, Grassed Waterway, Streambank Stabilization,
Stream Channel Stabilization, Terraces and Water Con-
trol and Stabilization Basin, Tree Planting, Wetland
Restoration, Agrichemical Containment Facility.

Land management practices eligible for
incentive payments:

tion, Residue Management, Contour Farming, Cover
Crop, Critical Area Planting, Riparian Buffer, Filter Strip,
Pasture and Hayland Planting, Nutrient Management,
Pesticide Management, Wetland Wildlife Habitat, Up-
land Wildlife Habitat.

Capital Area CPA
® Location:

Clinton, Eaton and Ingham counties
® Designated NRCS Conservationist:

Steve Law, St. Johns
= Designated FSA County Executive Director:

Andrew Calcaterra
# Description:
The Capital Area CPA includes Ingham, Eaton and
Clinton counties in central lower Michigan. Due to
interstate highway expansion and suburban sprawl,
prime farmland is at risk of being lost to development.
Intensive agricultural practices are causing an increase
in the amount of soil, pesticides and animal manures
entering ground and surface waters. To address these
Tesource Concemns, conservation systems are needed
on 100,000 acres. Some of the practices that may be
included in these systems are rotation and tillage sys-
tems for row and specialty crops, riparian buffer and
filter strips, structural practices with management
systems to control erosion and to protect groundwater
from run-off of agrichemicals and fertilizers.
Conservation practices eligible for cost
share payments:

Composting, Agrichemical Containment Facility,
Filter Strip, Above Ground Fuel Storage, Grade Stabili-
zation Structure, Grassed Waterway or Outlet, Heavy
Use Area Protection, Lined Waterway or Outlet, Mulch-
ing, Riparian Buffer Strips, Roof Runoff Management,
Streambank and Shoreline Protection, Stream Crossing
and Livestock Access, Terrace, Trough or Tank, Waste
Storage Structure, mmmmaﬂ

Crop, Filter Strip, Nutrient Management, Pest Manage-
ment, Waste Utilization, Wildlife Upland Habitat Man-

agement, Wildlife Wetland Habitat Management, Pre-

scribed Grazing, Use Exclusion.

Michigan West Coast Specialty Crop
CPAs
® Location 1:
Grand Traverse Bay area, including Antrim, Benzie,
Grand Traverse, Leelanau and Manistee counties
® Designated NRCS Conservationist:
Buzz Long, Lake Leelanau
® Designated FSA County Executive Director:
Debra Stephens, Grand Traverse County
® Location 2:
Central West Michigan area including Kent, Mason,
Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana and Ottawa counties
# Designated NRCS Conservationist:
Glenn Lamberg, Fremont
= Designated FSA County Executive Director:
Dave Bain, Kent County
B Location 3:
South Michigan Area, including Allegan, Berrien,
Cass and Van Buren counties
= Designated NRCS Conservationist:

Les Hainey, Berrien Springs
® Designated FSA County Executive Director:

Dave Mroczek, Berrien County
@ Description:

The Michigan West Coast Specialty Crop CPA
consists of three areas of focus and extends the
length of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula west coast, a
prime area for the production of fruit and vegeta-
bles. The intensive nature of fruit and vegetable
production results in the heavy use of pesticides
and fertilizers as well as inadequate soil protection
from wind and water erosion. To address these
resource concerns, agrichemical and fuel storage
structures and integrated crop management sys-
tems will be planned and applied, and conservation
systems to reduce erosion and protect water re-
sources will be planned and implemented.
Conservation practices eligible for cost
share payments:

® Location 1:

Grand Traverse Bay area — Critical Area Planting,
Well Decommissioning, Agrichemical Containment
Facility, Fuel Containment Facility, Riparian Buffer
Strips, Streambank and Shoreline Erosion Protec-
tion, Heavy Use Area Protection, Field Windbreak,
Grade Stabilization Structure, Windbreak Renova-
tion, Grassed Waterway, Diversion, Sediment Basin,
Water and Sediment Control Basins.

Heavy Use Area Protection, Windbreak and Shelterbelt
Renovation, Windbreak and Shelterbelt Establishment,
sion, Sediment Basin, Water and Sediment Control Ba-
sins, Wetland Development and Restoration, Cross Wind
"Trap Field Strips, Cross Wind Trap Filter Strips.

® Location 3:

way, Diversion, Sediment Basin, Water and Sediment
Control Basins, Wetland Restoration, Cross Wind Trap
Strips.

Land management practices eligible for
incentive payments:

= Location 1:

Grand Traverse Bay area — Residue Manage-
ment, Cover and Green Manure Crop, Filter Strips,
Irrigation Water Management, Contour Orchards,
Nutrient Management, Pest Management.
® Location 2:

Central West Michigan area — Conservation Crop
Rotation, Residue Management, Cover and Green
Manure Crop, Filter Strip, Nutrient Management, Fest
Management, Waste Utilization, Irrigation Water Man-
agement, Contour Orchards and Other Fruit Area,
Field Sripcropping.
® Location 3:

South West Michigan area — Conservation Crop
Rotation, Residue Management, Cover and Green
Manure Crop, Filter Strips, Nutrient Management, Pest
agement, Contour Orchards, Field Stripcropping.

Karst Water Quality Protection CPA

= Location:
Alpena, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Chippewa, Del-
ta, Emmet, Mackinac, Monroe, Montmorency,

m Designated FSA County Executive Director:
Carman Kleaver, Cheboygan, Emmet and
Presque Isle counties

# Description:

The Michigan Karst Water Quality CPA covers coun-

ties in southern lower, northern lower and the Upper

Peninsula of Michigan. In karst formations, limestone

bedrock has eroded and formed underground systems

of caverns, crevasses and fractures that are tied to
aboveground lakes, streams and run-off. Abandoned
wells drilled into these formations provide a direct
route to groundwater drinking supplies. Some areas of

this priority area rely on alternative drinking water
sources due to well contamination. Pest and nutrient
management systems, abandoned well dosures, vege-
tative filter strips and land use exclusion systems will be
implemented to address this water quality problem.
Conservation practices eligible for cost
share payments:

Well Decommissioning, Underground Outlet,
Diversion, Use Exclusion, Above Ground Fuel Storage
Facility, Agrichemical Containment Facility, Filterstrip,
Riparian Buffer Strips, Water and Sediment Control
Basin, Waste Storage Facility, Trough or Tank, Stream
Crossing and Livestock Access, Spring Development,
Grassed Waterway or Outlet, Roof Runoff Manage-
ment, Well.

Land management pr‘cﬁou eligible for
incentive payments

Weh!amgumuSyslun Nutrient Manage-
ment System, Pest Management System, Waste Utiliza-
servation Cover, Septic Drainfield Maintenance, Cover
Farm*A*Syst, Conservation Crop Rotation, Fence,
Pasture and Hayland Planting.

Bays de Noc CPA
= Location:

Alger, Delta, Dickinson, Iron, Marquette and Me-

nominee counties
® Designated NRCS Conservationist:

David Higbee, Stephenson
m Designated FSA County Executive Director:

Earl Bass, Menominee County
» Description:

The Bays de Noc CPA is located in Michigan's south-
central Upper Peninsula. Soil erosion due to steep,
shallow soils in the region, agrichemical run-off and
leaching, animal waste disposal and loss of native wild-
life habitat are the major resource concemns in this CPA.
Conservation systems comprised of animal manure
management systems, nutrient and pest management
systems, abandoned well closures and wildlife habitat
creation, restoration and enhancement will be imple-
mented to address these resource concems.
Conservation practices eligible for cost
share payments:

Agrichemical Containment Facility, Composting
Strip, Animal Waste Filter Strip, Fish Stream Improve-
ment, Forest Harvest Trails and Landings, Above
Ground Fuel Storage Facility, Grade Stabilization Struc-
ture, Grassed Waterway or Qutlet, Irrigation with Water
Conveyance Pipe, Obstruction Removal, Pond, Roof
Rurroff Management, Streambank and Shoreline Pro-
tection, Stream Crossing and Livestock Access, Trough
or Tank, Waste Storage Facility, Water and Sediment
opment or Restoration.

Land management practices eligible for
incentive payments:

Conservation Crop Rotation, Contour Farming,
Cover and Green Manure Crop, Farm*A®*Syst, Irriga-
tion Water Management, Nutrient Management, Pre-
scribed Grazing, Pasture and Hayland Planting, Pest
Management, Residue Management, Riparian Buffer
Strips, Field Stripcropping, Tree/Shrub Establishment,
Use Exclusion, Waste Utilization, Wildlife Food Plots,
Wikdlife Upland Habitat Management, Wildlife Wetland
Habitat Management.

Statewide Priority Resource Concerns
(SPRCs)

1. Integrated Wildlife Management
Systems

= Description:

Integrated Wildlife Management Systems address
upland wildlife habitat. Lost habitat will be replaced
with newly established sites. Poor quality sites will be
identified and improved with management practices.
Sites being threatened for conversion will be identi-
fied and improved for quality value, or new sites will
be identified and established to replace lost habitat.
Il. iImpaired Use Waterbodies Systems
m Description:

Impaired Use Waterbodies Systems addresses water
quality concerns already documented where agricul-
ture has been cited as a major source of pollution.
According to the Michigan Department of Environ-
mental Quality, this is 2 concem in 75 percent of Michi-
gan's watersheds. EQIP will be used in a coordinated

and complementary way with existing programs, in-
cluding EPA's Section 319 program, the 14 Great Lakes
Areas of Concern (AOCs), the 13 Water Quality Incen-
tive Program Areas (WQIP), and the four PL-566 Water-
shed Projects in Michigan.

1ll. Groundwater Resource Protection
Systems

= Description:

Groundwater Resource Protection Systems
address the single focus of water resources in terms
of groundwater quality. The issues involved include
agrichemical and nitrogen leaching and runoff to
recharge areas and the leaching of agricultural petro-
leum products into the groundwater. Protection of
recharge areas by removing risk of direct discharge
from abandoned wells and Karst areas and surface
contamination of ground/surface water interfaces.
IV. Riparian Corridor Management
Systems
# Description:

Riparian Corridor Management Systems address the
full range of natural resource concems that occur in the
riparian zone of surface waters and wetlands. They in-
dude soil resource concerns related to excessive soil
erosion from water and loss of protective vegetation at
the water’s edge. Water resource concerns are refated 0
due to poor pasture management and animal control.
Wetlands concemns are related to those wetlands that are
subjected to agricultural runoff contaminated with phos-
phorus and sediment. Wildlife habitat concerns deal with
habitat that has been degraded due to loss of native
plants and loss of biodiversity and fragmentation.

V. Integrated Conservation Cropping
Systems
@ Description:

Integrated Conservation Cropping Systems address

four resource concerns. The soil resources that will be

irrigation water management. Wetlands are being
threatened by sedimentation as a result of excessive
soil erosion from adjacent cropland. Lastly, the loss and
degradation of wildlife habitat that serves as 2 buffer
between cropland and surface waters is a concern.
Vi. Animal Production Management
Systems

® Description:

Animal Production Management Systems address soil
resources in terms of those land areas with escalating
phosphorus levels above 300 pounds per acre. Water
resources are @ concern in terms of animal manure
runoff to surface waters, waste disposal methods causing
excess nitrogen and phosphorus to enter ground and
surface water, and livestock activity in riparian areas
causing sedimentation and direct discharge to surface
water Grazing kands areas is a concem in terms of lost
vegetative cover on grazing systems and location of
adequate watering and feeding locations away from
surface waters and highly leachable soils.

» Location of all SPRCs:

Statewide
Conservation practices eligible for cost
Waste Management Filter Strip, Above Ground Fuel
Storage Facility, Grade Stabilization Structure, Grassed
Waterway or Qutlet, Heavy Use Area Protection, Ripari-
an Buffer Strips, Roof Runoff Management, Sediment
Basin, Spring Development, Stream Crossing and Live-
stock Access, Streambank and Shoreline Protection,
Structure for Water Control, Tree/Shrub Establishment,
Trough or Tank, Waste Storage Facility, Water and Sedi-
ment Control Basin, Well Decommissioning, Wetland
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A step-by-step guide to conservation
planning with EQIP

/
'

b v
To pass go you must have a plan! See article on page 1 about planning.
[]

Fill out an application for EQIP at your local
USDA Service Center or your Conservation
District office. Sign-up is continuous.

Ranking of applications by the

NRCS Conservation Priority Area A ranking criteria was developed that
designated conservationist. takes into consideration the
S 2, environmental henefits to be gained
from the plan in conjunction with the

environmental sensitivity of the land in
guestion. All applications in a given
Selection of applications for funding. CPA will be ranked against the same

Selection occurs on the 15th and 30th of criteria, although criteria may vary
each month. The top third after ranking will among the ditferent CPAs.

be selected pending availability of funds.

Contracts are for 5 to 10 years. The
maximum cost-share and/or incentive
payments for one contract is $50,000
for the life of the contract and a
maximum of $10,000 per year (with
certain exceptions).

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)- A Tool for Conservation Planning
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What is the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP)?

QIP is 2 new, voluntary USDA conservation

program for farmers and ranchers who face

serious threats to soil, water, and related
natural resources, It provides technical, financial,
and educational assistance primarily in designated
priority areas. Nationally, half of the funding for
EQIP is targeted to livestock-related natural re-
source concerns and the remainder to other signifi-
cant conservation priorities.
What are priority areas?

In general, priority areas are defined as water-
sheds, regions, or areas of special environmental sensi-
tivity or having significant soil, water, or related natural
TESOUICe CONCemms.

Priority areas are determined by local work
groups. These local work groups-convened by local
conservation districts-do a conservation needs assess-
ment and, based on that assessment, develop pro-
posals for priority areas. These proposals are submit-
ted to the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) State Conservationist, who selects those
areas within the State based on the recommenda-
tions from the State Technical Committee.

Who serves on the local work groups?

‘The local work groups are made up of represen-
key staff, NRCS, Farm Service Agency (FSA), FSA coun-
ty committees and key staffs, the Cooperative State
Federal, State, and local agencies interested in natural
resource conservation. Their recommendations go to
the NRCS-designated conservationist for the local area
and then to the State Conservationist, who sets priori-
ties with the advice of the State Technical Committee.
The recommendations are integrated into regional and
basis for funding decisions.

Who is eligible for the program?

Eligibility is limited to persons who are engaged
in livestock or agricultural production. Eligible land:
cropland, rangeland, pasture, forestiand, and other
farm or ranch lands where the program is delivered.
Are confined livestock operations eligible?

The 1996 Farm Bill prohibits owners of large
confined livestock operations from being eligible for
cost-share assistance for animal waste storage or treat-
financial assistance may be provided for other conser-
vation practices on these large operations.

What is the definition of a large confined live-
stock operation?

USDA has defined a large confined livestock
operation as an operation with more than 1,000 animal
units in confinement.

What cost-sharing is available?

Cost-sharing may pay up to 75 percent of the
costs of certain conservation practices, such as grassed
waterways, filter strips, manure management facilities,
capping abandoned wells, and other practices impor-
tant to improving and maintaining the health of natural
resources in the area.

What are incentive payments?

Incentives may be made to encourage a produc-
er to perform land management practices such as
nutrient management, manure management, integrat-
ed pest management, irrigation water management,
and wildlife habitat management. Incentives may be
provided for up to three years to encourage producers
to carry out management practices they may not other-
wise use without the program incentive.

Residue management can be supported
with cost-share or incentive funds.

Do all resource concem areas have the same
priority?

No. Soil, water, air, plant, animal, and related
natural resource concerns are all given equal initial
consideration for treatment, but higher priority is given
to areas where State or local governments offer finan-
cial or technical assistance and to areas where agricul-
tural improvements will help producers in complying
with Federal or State environmental laws, such as the
Clean Water Act. Nationally, 50 percent of the program
funds will be targeted to natural resource concemns
relating to livestock production.
if | am not in a priority area, can | still qualify
for EQIP?

EQIP can address additional significant statewide
concerns that may occur outside designated priority
areas. In the first year of the program, at least 65 per-
cent of the funds will be used in designated priority
areas and up 10 35 percent can be used for other signif-
icant statewide narural resource concemns. Additional
emphasis is given 1o areas where State or local govern-
ments offer financial or technical assistance and where
agricultural improvements will help meet water quality
and other environmental objectives.

How do | apply for the program?

Producers may obtain contract applications at
any USDA Service Center. The applications will be
accepted throughout the year The ranking and select-
ing of offers of producers will occur periodically during
designated periods.

Do | need a conservation plan under EQIP?

Yes. All EQIP activities must be carried out ac-
cording to 2 conservation plan. Conservation plans are
site-specific for each farm or ranch and can be devel-
oped by producers with help from NRCS or other
service providers. Producers' plans should address the
primary natural resource concerns. All plans are sub-
ject to NRCS technical standards adapted for local
conditions and are approved by the conservation dis-
trict. Producers are not obligated, but are encouraged,
to develop comprehensive management plans.

Do | need to enter into a long-term contract
to get assistance from EQIP?

Yes. EQIP offers 5- 1o 10-year contracts that pro-
vide cost-sharing and incentive payments for conserva-
tion practices called for in the site-specific plan.

Are there limits to individual payments?

Yes. Total cost-share and incentive payments are
limited to $10,000 per person per year and $50,000
over the length of the contract.

How is EQIP funded?

Funding comes from the Federal Government's
Commodity Credit Corporation. EQIP's authorized
budget of $13 billion is prorated at $200 million per
year through the year 2002.

When is the sign-up period for EQIP?

There will be a continuous sign-up through
Sept. 30, 1997. Applications will be approved for assis-
tance on the 15th and 30th of every month.

Would an application that was not selected
return to the application pool for
consideration during the next selection?

Yes, applications will remain on the list until they
are approved or until their application is withdrawn.

What reason would the county committee
have for disapproving an application?

The county committee would disapprove an
EQIP application if the applicant did not meet the
“producer” definition, did not provide evidence of
control of the land for the contract period, or there is
an existing LTA on the planning unit.

Will producer applications continue to be
approved for funding every 15th or 30th of
the month even if the allocation to the CPA
has been exhausted?

No. A register will continue to be kept as applica-
tions are received and ranked. When additional funds
become available, then approvals will resume.

What is the duration of an EQIP contract?

No less than 5 years and no more than 10 years.
Can a farm with three partners have three
contracis?

No. A farm operated by a partnership is eligible
for one EQIP payment limitation. An individual mem-
ber of the partmership or corporation would be eligible

Erosion control structures are one of the many conservation practices eligible for cost share
assistance under EQIP.

for a separate payment limitation only if he or she had
a separate farming interest.

Is a producer eligible to apply for assistance
through a Statewide Priority Resource
Concern (SPRC) and a Conservation Priority
Area (CPA)?

Yes, provided (1) the conservation plan address-
es the resource concerns of the CPA and SPRC, as
appropriate, and (2) the producer does not receive
double cost-share or incentive payments for an individ-
ual practice installation, e.g, the producer could receive
cost-share assistance from the CPA for grassed water
#1 and from the SPRC for grassed waterway #2, but
the producer could not receive assistance from both
the CPA and the SPRC for grassed waterway #1.
Some Conservation Priority Areas overlap. s a
producer eligible to apply for assistance to
more than one CPA?

Yes, provided the applications are for different
planning units.

Are local units of government, such as Road
Commissions or Drain Commissions, eligible
for EQIP assistance?

No. State, county, city or other local government
units are ineligible “persons” for EQIP purposes.
Who determines the “"person” andior “land”
eligibility?

FSA determines “person” eligibility and NRCS
Can cost of practices performed after a plan is
completed, but before a contract is approved
be eligible for EQIP?

No, any practice that is performed before the
contract is approved by the county committee is not
elighle for EQIP
Can one person have more than one contract?

Yes, depending on the conservation problems on
the farm and location in refation to a CPA. For example,
a producer may have a surface water quality problem
that is included in a specific CPA. There mayalsobe a
livestock (manure management) concern that could be
addressed by the State-wide Priority Resource Concemn
portion of EQIP. However, these two contracts will be
based on one approved conservation plan.

Is an incentive payment limited to one year?
The incentive payment for a spedific land man-
agement practice should extend only as long as reason-
ably necessary to demonstrate the viability of the prac-
tice to the producer. In no case should an incentive
payment extend more than three years.
Does a producer get paid per practice
completed by the local FSA office?

They are paid by the local FSA office after the

practice is performed and certified.
When can producers that complete practices
scheduled for FY 57 in their approved EQIP
contract expect to receive their cost share
payments?

Payments for practices completed and certified
in FY 97 will be made after Oct. 1, 1997.

If a producer has been implementing a land
management practice, are they eligible for

incentive payments for that practice?

No. The purpose of incentive payments is to
encourage producers o adopt new technologies and
demonstrate the effectiveness of improved manage-
ment practices. If a producer is already implementing
that practice, there is no need to get them to adopt the
technology or demonstrate it's value.

Can cost share of incentive payments be used
to purchase equipment such as manure
injectors, in-line mixing pesticide sprayers, or
portable mixfioad pads?

Cost share and incentive payments may only be
used for practices that are part of a planned resource
management system. Cost share paymenits may only
be used to install structural practices for which there is
a standard in the NRCS Technical Guide. Incentive
payments encourage producers (o adopt new technol-
ogies and demonstrate the effectiveness of improved
management practices. Accepting incentive payments
obligates the producer to implement the management
practice for the life of the contract.

Is a practice that is partially completed efigi-
bie for financial assistance?

No. Any practice started before the EQIP contract
is approved is ineligible for EQIP financial assistance.
Can EQIP cost share or incentive payments be
combined with other program funds for the
same practice? For example, can a producer
receive cost share funds for an Agrichemical
Containment Facility through the Michigan
Groundwater Stewardship Program and cost
share from EQIP for the same facility?

Yes, if those other funds are not federal, and then
only if (1) the total cost share does not exceed 100% of
the producer’s total installation cost, and (2) this “dou-
ble dipping” is authorized by the other program. No, if
the other funds are federal.

What if a producer who s signed up into EQIP
does not complete the practice(s) he signed
up for, can an extension be granted? If yes,
for how long? If no, does any cost share that
was previously received have to be refunded?
Will there be any penalties involved?

Y¥es, but the extension cannot exceed beyond the
initial contract completion date. Cost share is only
provided after structural practices are satisfactorly
completed. Incentive payments are annual payments
that are only provided for land management practices
after they are satisfactorily implemented. Therefore,
there would be no previous payments to refund. There
is no provision for penalties.

Who will determine if the producer has satis-
factorily completed an EQIP practice? Who
wiill determine if a landowner has adopted a
certain practice?

NRCS is the agency responsible for certifying all
practices applied.

How can you find out more about EQIP and
other USDA conservation programs?

Contact your local USDA Service Center listed in

the telephone directory®

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP): A Tool for Conservation Planning
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Livestock producers — Special info for you!

the NRCS state conservationist can request a modi- Committee, in fiscal year 1997, the definition of

he resource concerns associated with live-
stock production are receiving special atten-
tion in EQIP. Nationwide, 50 percent of

EQIP funds are designated for livestock producers.

In Michigan there is a Conservation Priority Area

(CPA), the Animal Manure Production CPA, that was

established for areas with a high concentration of

livestock production. In addition, a Statewide Priori-
ty Resource Concern (SPRC), Animal Production

Management Systems, has been established., Funds

are available statewide for this SPRC regardless of

geographic location (see the Conservation Priority

Area section of this insert for more information on

these areas of concern).

in order to be eligible for cost share or

incentive payments under EQIP the

following steps must be taken:

B A conservation plan with the various resource
concerns identified and conservation practices
suggested must be approved

B The conservation practices for which EQIP finan-
cial assistance is requested must be among those
selected in the CPA or SPRC as practices eligible
for cost share or incentive payment

M The EQIP application (Form CCC 1200) must be
ranked based on the ranking criteria and select-
ed by the NRCS Designated Conservationist

B The FSA County Committee must approve the
application and the contract must be signed by
the producer.

Only operations with existing resource con-
cerns may apply for cost share or incentive pay-
ments (refer to the flow chart in the step-by-step

fication of this definition from the Chief of NRCS.
Based on guidance from the Michigan Technical

large livestock operations in Michigan will follow
the national definition. &

section of this insert).
Significant dialogue
at the local, state and
national level has oc-
curred regarding the size
of livestock operations

nure storage or manure
treatment facilities. They
are eligible for financial
assistance for all other
practices on the eligible
practice list. However,

Numerous conservation practices are eligible for technical and financial assistance for livestock operations. See page
two for a detailed listing.

EQIP seen as an opportunity to improve the farmstead’s
environmental management

by Bob Neumann, MSU Outreach
Communications
ather than working under a law or being
part of a regulation, the Environmental
Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) provides
growers an opportunity to voluntarily work, per-
haps with others, on improving the well-being of
the farmstead’s natural resources.

“I think this is a tremendous opportunity for a
farm family to begin, or renew their own ideas on farm-
stead conservation management and to be part of what
will likely be a community effort to improve overall
environmental quality,” says Larry Olsen, Michigan

Olsen says the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s (USDA) shift in emphasis from regulatory
management to flexible incentives to solve commu-
nity environmental resource concerns is apt to be
more successful.

“Growers very well may have some ideas for
improved conservation management that they have
bcenwamxmotryout&:rmrsbutundmhcm

straints or philosophy of previous government de-
signed programs, they could not,” Olsen says. “Un-
der EQIP, flexibility is the mode of operation and
probably more than anyone else, the grower who
manages the soils of the farmstead probably knows
best what improved practices will work for them.”

“EQIP is also an opportunity for growers to
try out new ideas they might like to implement on
their own but may not have had the resources to
do so in the past,” Olsen adds.

Olsen also likes the idea of 2 community based
approach, via the local soil conservation district, to
sensitive environmental areas for many of the same
reasons. “Number one, because it is locally recog-
nized as being valid and needed and therefore likely
1o attract more interest, and two, because it provides
the opportunity for innovation to problem solving,
incuding partnering, which most always works more
effectively than a program regulation,” he says.

He says that MSU Extension people should
be able to effectively advise growers on making
the transition from regulation programs to volun-

tary programming with regard to just about any
current or new conservation practice they may
wish to undertake through EQIP. Extension can
also provide ideas on other NRCS programs such
as the Forestry Incentive Program (FIP), the Wet-
lands Restoration Program (WRP), Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) management or the Wild-
life Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP).

MSU Agricultural Economist David Sch-
weikhardt says the current farm bill's new ap-
proach on voluntary compliance and flexibility,
and the range of environmental programs that it
offers, coupled with incentives, has a purpose.

“We have a very diverse agriculture in the Unit-
ed States, particularly in Michigan, in fact far more
than many other states, with a lot of very different
environmental issues that need addressing,” he says,
“The new bill moves us toward a flexible approach to
solving those issues and opportunities for solving a
broader range of problems, and that is particularly
important for a state like Michigan.”

Cidngasimhrappmachtoimhmry,heﬁys

The ecological importance of wetlands is increasingly apparent as wetlands become scarce. Wetlands provide wildlife habitat, recharge
groundwater supplies, fiiter impurities from surface waster and serve a variety of other valuable functions. With EQIP. wetland can be creat-

ed, restored or improved.

that utilities, for instance, are making faster
progress on air pollution programs than they were
under former

“There is a general movement toward ‘let’s
set criteria that we want met' and then allow
firms to decide how they get to that point,” Sch-
weikhardt says. “It offers a lot of new incentives to
allowing firms to figure out how to reduce pollu-
tion at a lower cost than under a strict regulatory
approach. In may cases, the utilities are well ahead
of schedule in reducing their pollution emissions.”

The same philosophy is being applied to agri-
culture — an opportunity to recognize and solve the
known soil and water problems in the community.

The new approach is also much broader than
previous programs such as the old CRP and the conser-
vation compliance programs, which worked well for
what they were supposed to do. However, new con-
cerns have become apparent since those programs
were started in 1985, Schweikhardt says. “We are look-
ing at environmental problems in agriculture very
differently than we did in 1985 when the original CRP
was created,” he says. “At that time there was major
concern about soil erosion as an environmental prob-
lem, but since that time we've also become concerned
about groundwater contamination, runoff into surface
waters and animal manure management.”

In addition, the conservation compliance
program incentives were limited to growers of a
commodity such as wheat or corn but no incentives
or benefits were offered to growers who grew non-
compliance program commodities such as cherries,
sugar beets or tomatoes. EQIP and other NRCS
programs are open to all commodity growers.

“I do think this new program offers an ex-
tremely important, even critical, opportunity for
agriculture,” Schweikhardt says. “If we want agricul-
ture to continue without an unreasonable level of
regulation, this program is going to have to show
progress on dealing with environmental problems.

“It's extremely critical that this program suc-
ceed and that we demonstrate that a program of
incentives and flexibility that address a wide vari-
ety of environmental problems can work.

“If we don't demonstrate that such a program
will work, I do think down the road there is the possi-
bility of a stronger regulatory approach and so I see
this as a real prove-it drill for agriculture to demon-
strate that it can use a flexible system of incentives to
try to achieve the objectives of a cleaner, more whole-
some place to farm,” Schweikhardt says. &
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Locally led conservation is back!!

by Martha La Forest, Special Projects
Coordinator, Michigan Association of
Conservation Districts

hen Conservation Districts were creat-
chduringthcdustbowldaysohhe

1930s, their main purpose was to set
priorities and carry out conservation programs
based on Jocal conditions and needs. However, the
1985 and 1990 Farm Bills, the 1987 Clean Water Act
amendments, and the 1990 Coastal Zone Act signifi-
cantly changed the way conservation needs were
addressed. These and other programs were driven
largely by national priorities, not by local needs.

The 1996 Farm Bill signaled a shift back to the

original method of locally led conservation. Elected
officials have reaffirmed that local leadership and
grass roots decision-making are the keys to success-
fully managing our natural resources. Congress has
emphasized the need for close working relationships

among Conservation Districts, the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, the Farm Services Agency and
other government agencies. To facilitate this, Conser-
vation Districts have been asked to establish Local
Work Groups comprised of community leaders who
provide input on local natural resource concerns.
The St. Joseph County Conservation Dis-
trict has discovered that establishing a diverse
Local Work Group provides an opportunity to
strengthen existing partnerships and establish
new ones. “The more people you involve, the
better your program is going to be,” explains
Tegan Stuby-Young, Administrator of the St. Jo-
seph County Conservation District. “We have
leaders from the Parks and Recreation Dept.,
Health Dept., County Commission, Drain Com-
mission, numerous Sportsmen and Conservation
Clubs, not to mention the Southwest Michigan
Land Conservancy, Farm Bureau, and the Michi-

gan Audubon Society sitting around the table
discussing natural resource issues in the county.”

What the St. Joseph County Local Work
Group found is that natural resources are inter-
related. Problems with one resource can impact
multiple resources. After many hours of deliber-
ating, the Group came to consensus on their top
five natural resource concerns:
Fragmentation of Forest Land

Forest land is increasingly being converted
to agricultural and development uses. It is antici-
pated that woodland loss will continue as devel-
opment pressure increases and the agricultural
economy improves. Fragmentation is occurring
as woodlands are being split from one owner to
many via housing developments.
Lack of Land-Use Planning

Land-use planning fails to place a commit-
ment to natural resources as development occurs

DEMONSTRA ION .
WINDBREAK

1- 51 JOSEPH COUNTY
‘:UIL CDNSERVATIUN
BISTRIET '

This mndbreak was a demonstration project in St. Joseph County. As it matures it will serve an additional function as wildlife habitat.

in areas other than planned residential communi-
ties. This Is especially evident around lakes, riv-
ers and streams,
Loss of Topsoil Due to Wind Erosion
Productive topsoil is blown from plowed
and unprotected fields during periods of high
winds. This is evident from the soil found in
ditches, complaints from non-agricultural resi-
dents, and accidents caused by blowing topsoil.
Protecting Groundwater Quality
Contamination of ground and surface water
by non-point pollutants is occurring county-wide.
It is particularly evident during July through Au-
gust when agricultural, residential, and recre-
ational activities are at their peak. Groundwater
contamination is also occurring from other
sources than non-point pollutants such as areas

that store fertilizer, chemicals, and fuel.
Lack of Corridors for Wildlife Habitat

and Declining Habitat

Development and poor management prac-
tices are destroying wildlife habitat. Agriculture
and development throughout the county have
gradually taken over areas where wildlife once
lived, such as fencerows and wooded areas.

The St. Joseph County Local Work Group will
look toward several state and federal programs
that offer solutions to solve these and other natu-
ral resource problems. They include the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP), a program to retire
environmentally sensitive cropland; Wetland Re-
serve Program (WRP), a program to restore crop-
land back to wetland conditions; Groundwater
Stewardship Program, a program to protect
groundwater; 319 Water Quality Program, a pro-
gram to plan and implement non-point pollution
controls on a watershed basis; Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) a program to
provide cost-share funds for best management
practices to protect all natural resources; Wildlife
Habitat Incentives Program (WHIF), a program to
provide cost-share for the development of wildlife
habitat. Additional resources are also available
through the Environmental Protection Agency, the
Fish and Wildlife Service, the Forest Service, and
other state and local organizations.

Once plans are written, submitted and ap-
proved, dollars will be provided to implement
programs that address these concerns. Innova-
tive solutions, developed through teamwork, can
be used to maximize benefits to multiple re-
sources. Another example of Conservation Dis-

tricts leading the way. &

EQIP: What it means to farmers

by Kevin Kirk, Michigan Farm Bureau

he Environmental Quality Incentives Pro-

gram (EQIP) is a new program under the

1996 Farm Bill. It provides technical, finan-
cial and educational assistance for farmers to ad-
dress natural resource concerns. Some more press-
ing natural resource concerns are soil erosion, wa-
ter quality and quantity, wildlife habitat, wetlands
and grazing lands. Protecting our natural resources
will provide a future for the next generation of
farmers. This philosophy has always been important
to Michigan farmers.

The EQIP program is USDA's largest conserva-
tion program designed to conserve and improve
land while it remains in production. To qualify for
EQIP consideration, producers must have a site-
specific conservation plan developed in coopera-
tion with local NRCS staff. The plan must protect
the soil, water, or related natural resources in a way
that meets the purpose of the program. The plan
becomes part of an EQIP contract. The contract
specifies the cost-sharing or incentive payments the
producer will receive in return for applying the
needed conservation practices. A key advantage to
the conservation plan is that it is designed for the
individual farm by local people whom producers
know and trust.

Producers have various reasons to be reluc-
tant to apply certain conservation practices, even

when there may be financial benefit in the near or
long term from adopting the practices. Typically,

for future generations.
Michigan Farm Bureau supports the efforts of

EQIP. This program will help farmers protect the most
important natural resources — soil and water. &

producers do not feel
comfortable when it
comes to contracts with

is a hidden fear the con-
tract will be transformed
into additional rules or
regulations on their
tion in EQIP is voluntary.
EQIP is another
tool for producers to
use on their farm to
help protect natural
resources, By produc-
ers participating they
will be showing non-
farmers a pro-active
movement (o protect
the environment. Today |
more than ever before
agriculture has to be
willing to show the
neighbors positive
measures being adopt-

ed on the farm to pro-  This ﬁddfnhckson Cmmmﬁdaamummofmmwmmm

tect the environment
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The rest of the story — other farm bill
conservation programs

grams out there that may assist producers

with conservation efforts. The following is a
summary of the other farm bill conservation pro-
grams with reference to what is happening with
these in Michigan.

Therearemhcrfarm bill conservation pro

Conservation Reserve Program

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
reduces soil erosion, protects the nation's ability to
produce food and fiber, reduces sedimentation in
streams and lakes, improves water quality, establish-
es wildlife habitat, and enhances forest and wetland
resources. It encourages farmers to convert highly
erodible cropland or other environmentally sensi-
tive acreage (o vegetative cover, such as tame or
native grasses, wildlife plantings, trees, filterstrips,
or riparian buffers. Farmers receive an annual rental
payment for the term of the multi-year contract.
Cost sharing is provided to establish the vegetative
cover practices.

In Michigan —

There is a continuous sign-up available for
riparian area protection with cost-share available for
eligible practices. Sign-up period 15, the previous
general sign-up period ending March 31, 1997, en-
rolled 42,039 acres into CRP.

Emergency Conservation
Program

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP)
provides financial assistance to farmers and ranch-
ers for the restoration of farmlands on which nor-
mal farming operations have been impeded by nat-
ural disasters. ECP also helps with funds for carrying
out emergency water conservation measures during
periods of severe drought. Emergency conservation
assistance is available for removing debris and re-
storing permanent fences, terraces, diversions,
irrigation systems, and other conservation installa-
tions. Conservation problems that existed before a
disaster are not eligible.

Emergency Watershed
Protection Program

The Emergency Watershed Protection (EWF)
Program is designed to reduce threats 1o life and
property in the wake of natural disasters. It provides
technical and cost sharing assistance. Assistance

includes both removing
and establishing vegeta-
tive cover; gully control,
installing streambank
protection devices; re-
moving debris and sedi-
ment; and stabilizing
levees, channels, and
gullies. In subsequent
storms, EWP projects
protect homes, business-
es, highways, and public
facilities from further
damage. The Secretary
of Agriculture may pur-
chase floodplain ease-
ments under EWP.

Farmland
Protection
Program

The Farmland Pro-
tection Program provides
funds to help purchase
development rights to
keep productive farm-
land in use. Working
through existing pro-
grams, USDA joins with
State, tribal, or local
governments to acquire
conservation easements
or other interests from
landowners. USDA provides up to 50 percent of the
costs of purchasing the easements. To qualify, farm-
land must: be part of a pending offer from a State,
tribe, or local farmland protection program; be
privately owned; have a conservation plan; be large
enough to sustain agricultural production; be acces-
sible to markets for what the land produces; have
adequate infrastructure and agricultural support
services; and have surrounding parcels of land that
can support long-term agricultural production.

in Michigan —

A $1 million grant was received by Michigan to
implement this program in 1996. Peninsula Town-
ship, located north of Traverse City, has been very
successful in purchasing the development rights in
the township for the protection of very unique and

The Wetland Reserve Program provides assistance for the restorations of wetlands. To find out more about this
program, contact your local USDA Service Center.

-

productive fruit-growing lands.

Forestry Incentives Program

The Forestry Incentives Program (FIP) sup-
ports good forest management practices on private-
ly owned, nonindustrial forest lands nationwide. FIP
is designed to benefit the environment while meet-
ing future demands for wood products. Eligible
practices are tree planting, timber stand improve-
ment, site preparation for natural regeneration, and
other related activities. FIP is available in counties
designated by a Forest Service survey of eligible

In Michigan —
During fiscal year 1997, $54,000 has been
allocated for landowners to establish or improve
forested areas on

& "‘ their land.

Small Water-
shed Program
(PL-566)

The Small Water-
shed Program works

Wildlife conservation organizations such as Ducks Unlimited and Pheasants Forever are active partners in conserva-
tion planning for wildlife habitat.

voluntary program to restore wetlands. Partici-
pating landowners can establish conservation
easements of either permanent or 30-year dura-
tion or can enter into restoration cost-share
agreements where no easement is involved. In
exchange for establishing a permanent easement,
the landowner receives payment up to the agri-
cultural value of the land and 100 percent of the
restoration costs for restoring the wetland. The
30-year easement payment is 75 percent of what
would be provided for a permanent easement on
the same site and 75 percent of the restoration
cost. The voluntary agreements are for a mini-
mum 10-year duration and provide for 75 per-
cent of the cost of restoring the involved wet-
lands. Easements set limits on how the lands may
be used in the future. Restoration cost-share
agreements establish wetland protection and
restoration as the primary land use for the dura-
tion of the agreement. In all instances, landown-
ers continue to control access to their land.

In Michigan —

In 1997, 19 contracts for WRP were entered |
into by landowners for a total of $3 million to estab-
lish, restore or improve 4,000 acres of wetlands.
Sign-up is continuous for WRP.

Wildlife Habitat Incentives

ram

The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program pro-
vides financial incentives to develop habitat for fish
and wildlife on private lands. Participants agree to
implement a wildlife habitat development plan and
USDA agrees to provide cost-share assistance for
the initial implementation of wildlife habitat devel-
opment practices. USDA and program participants
enter into a cost-share agreement for wildlife habi-
tat development. This agreement generally lasts a
minimum of five years from the date that the con-
tract is signed.

In Michigan —

The final rules for the WHIP program are ex-
pected to be posted mid-July in the Federal Regis-
ter. Shortly thereafter a 30-day sign-up period will
begin.

Check out the Michigan Natural Resources
Conservation Service Home Page at
mi.nres.usda.gov

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP): A Tool for Conservation Planning
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