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USDA releases
estimated PFC
payment rates

SDA has announced the estimated payment

rates for wheat and feed grains under the new
seven-year Production Flexibility Contracts (PFC)
authorized under the 1996 farm bill, according to
MFB Commodity Specialist Bob Boehm.

“The payment rates developed by USDA
assumes 100 percent participation of 100 percent
of eligible acres into PFCs for the full seven years,”
Boehm explained. “PFC payments could rise if
producers enroll less than 100 percent, however.”

For 1996 crops, producers will receive an
estimated payment rate of 87 cents per bushel for
wheat, 24 cents for corn, 31 cents for sorghum, 32
cents for barley and 3 cents for oats. Boehm said
the new payment rates also include money now
owed to USDA from producers who were over-
paid on 1995 crops, which now total nearly §1.72
billion due to higher market prices.

“Repayments for wheat, barley and oats will
be redistributed in fiscal year 1996, while repay-
ments for corn and sorghum will be redistributed
in 1997, Boehm said. “Producers who have not
yet repaid 1995 crop subsidies will have that
amount deducted from their final fiscal 1996 pay-
ment under the new seven-year PFCs."

Producers will have a one-time opportunity
to sign up for the PFCs from May 20 through July
12. Once the contract is approved, producers will
receive 50 percent of the estimated 1996 payment
within 30 days of contract approval. The final 1996
payment will then be made nolater than Sept. 30.

“In future years, the 50 percent advance
payment will be made on Dec. 15 or Jan. 15, at the
option of the producer or the landowner partici-
pating in the program,” Boehm advised. “Final
payments for each year will continue to be made
by Sept. 30." &

Estimated PFC Payments

Commodity 1996 1997 1998 1599 2000 2001 2002

Nheat 87 61 65 6 57 46 45
Corn 24 46 36 35 32 6 2B
Sorghum 31 50 42 40 37 30 29
Burley 2 25 26 24 2 18 17
Oats I N A i ]

(source: Knight Ridder Financial News)
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Michigan’s severe winter has ravaged the state’s winter wheat crop. Preparing for the onslaught of wheat
damage claims, the state’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently held a training session in northeast Kent County.
All state FSA field examiners were brought up to speed on how to evaluate wheat stands and settle claims.

Clinton administration
announces steps to halt
drop in beef prices

he Clinton administration recently an-

nounced several moves designed to help

cattle producers, including an immediate
$50 million beef buy for the National School Lunch

Program and expanded Conservation Reserve Pro-

gram land haying and grazing.

Following a meeting between Clinton, a bipar-
tisan group of lawmakers and Agriculture Secretary
Dan Glickman, Glickman announced a five-point
plan to address the problems facing the cattle in-
dustry. According to the White House, these steps
“are designed to help relieve these pressures and
assist in ensuring a stable, affordable supply of beef
for American consumers.”

The plan includes:

m Permit the nation’s livestock producers to graze
cattle, and, effective July 1, cut hay on land en-
rolled in the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP), except the most environmentally sensitive
land, through Sept. 30. Farmers who take advan-
tage of this new option will have to forego 5
percent of their annual CRP rental payment for
each month they use the land for grazing.

® Useall the tools at the Secretary’s disposal, includ-
ing existing short- and medium-term export credit
guarantees, to promote the export of American
beef. Work with the United States Trade Represen-
tative to press for resolution of the complaint that
the U.S. has filed with the World Trade Organiza-
tion against the European Union's ban on U.S. beef
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produced with hormones.

m Start USDA's beef purchase program for the
1996-97 school year by beginning immediately to
make purchases of up to $50 million and consid-
er further purchases later if market conditions
warrant them.

m Survey the credit needs of livestock producersand
report back to the president with any recommen-
dations on the need for leniency within 30 days.

m Meet with livestock producers, industry repre-
sentatives and others to monitor the impact of
the announcement.

Glickman said he did not anticipate the beef
buy to have a “major” impact on the market, but
that the move would help keep the markets from
falling further. He said he hoped some of the pro-
posals would help keep cattle herds from facing
large-scale liquidation.

“Allowing haying and grazing on CRP acres is
necessary to alleviate the high feed costs that have
caused substantial economic hardships for many
producers,” Sen. Chuck Grisly (R-lowa) said. “And a
large beef purchase by the U.S. government, $50
million and more if needed, should help turn the
tide in sagging markets."

While the National Cattlemen’s Beef Associa-
tion had been urging USDA to make the extra beef
purchases for several weeks, many critics are calling
the moves “token efforts in an election year de-
signed to look good to key voting groups.” &
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_GOVER STORY

he status of the Michigan wheat

crop is probably as poor as it has been

in the last 15 to 20 years, due to adverse
weather conditions such as a lack of snow, extreme
cold temperatures and excessive moisture,” said MSU
Extension Agricultural Agent Steve Poindexter as he
summed up the state’s dismal-looking wheat crop.

He predicts that a third to as much as a half of
the wheat crop could be lost in some areas of the
state, while other portions of the state appeared to
have fared much better. “In the Saginaw Valley area
and in the heart of the Thumb, we're seeing some
real severe problems, probably more than other
areas of the state.”

Poindexter estimates this spring’s below-nor-
mal temperatures have also taken a good 14 days
worth of heat units out of the crop's normal grow-
ing season, putting a further dent in harvest yields
and test weights. The quantity and quality of wheat
seed available to producers this fall is also being
called into question. “We're watching that situation
very closely and growers may want to even consider
lining up seed supplies earlier than normal,” he
suggested. “We may have a problem this year with
certain varieties being in short supply.”

Market Consequences

According to Michigan Agricultural Commodi-
ties Merchandiser Bruce Sutherland, the southeast-
ern portion of the state’s wheat crop didn't fare
well either, with acreage loss estimates of 20 per-
cent being predicted. “It would appear that ealier
planted wheat fared better overall, but we do have
some pretty serious winter-kill damage,” Sutherland
confirmed.
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News
in Brief

Another CRP early-out
SDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced
on April 15, 1996, that in order to implement

the newly signed Farm Bill, certain CRP contracts

would be eligible immediately for early termination,

The new Notice CRP-250 supersedes early release

requirements in Notice CRP-246. There is no specif-

ic signup period for early termination. It will be an
ongoing permanent policy, according to Jim Porter-
field, American Farm Bureau technical specialist.

Termination requests will be reviewed by NRCS
for eligibility and will be effective 60 days after a writ-
ten request to terminate is received by FSA.

Exceptions that are not eligible include acre-
age that has been enrolled for less than 5 years, has
an erodibility index greater than 15, or was accept-
ed under wetland criteria in sign-up period 8 and 9.
Also not eligible are practices on which a useful life
easement is filed, field windbreaks, grass waterways,
shallow water areas for wildlife, vegetative filter
strips, bottomland timber on wetlands, shelterbelts,
or land located within 100 feet of a perennial stream
or permanent water body. All totaled, USDA esti-
mates 12.4 million acres would be ineligible, includ-
ing 68 percent of the Corn Belt CRP acres.

It should be remembered, however, that the 10-
year contracts expire for 14 million acres in Septem-
ber of 1996 and many of these acres came into the
CRP under the corn bonus program. USDA has indi-
cated holders of contracts that expire in September
will be offered one-year extensions at that time. &

Checkoff lawsuit

alifornia-based Joseph Gallo Farms filed a law-

suit in federal court challenging a dairy check-
off that requires California dairy farmers to pay 15
cents per hundredweight on the milk they produce.

Gallo said although the dairy promotion dol-
lars earned by the checkoff have helped boost fluid
milk consumption, it is of virtually no help to
cheese producers.

Gallo said for an average herd of 550 dairy
cows producing an average of 20,000 pounds of
milk per year, that farmer would have to pay
$110,000 annually in checkoff fees. He is encour-
aged by a recent successful challenge by almond
growers 10 a similar checkoff on their crops. &

Growers urged to
recycle pesticide
containers
armers should recycle pesticide containers, not
burn them or send them to a landfill," said Jim
Byrum, President of the Michigan Agri-Business
Association.

“More than 10v pesticide retailers across the
state, in cooperation with manufacturers and dis-
tributors, will collect clean, empty pesticide contain-
ers from their farmer customers this season and
send them to a central point for grinding, then on
to be used in the manufacture of new plastic materi-
als,” added Byrum.

“Farmers should rinse the containers, and
then take them back to their retailer,” he added.

The plastic in these containers can be used for
many different purposes, and it is much better to
recycle the material than burn it or turn it over to a
trash hauler for a landAill.

Recycling is an excellent way for farmers to
help maintain environment quality and properly
dispose of pesticide containers. For more informa-
tion on the pesticide container recycling program,
and to locate the participating retailer nearest you,
call the Michigan Agri-Business Association at 517/
336-0223. @

Anti-ethanol bill
Re[»;. Randy Tate (R-Wash.) and Sam Gibbons

(D-Fla.) have introduced legislation to repeal
the federal ethanol tax credit. Tate said by ending
the tax credit, “one of the most egregious examples
of corporate welfare” would cease to exist.

Tate's bill has been called “Drive Away From
Ethanol Welfare Act of 1996" and has some support
in the House. Tate's effort is similar to a failed at-
tempt by Rep. Bill Archer (R-Texas) last year. He is
calling his bill a safety measure that will further stuff
the coffers of the Highway Trust Fund with monies
otherwise set aside for the tax credit. &

ADM to cut ethanol

production further
rcher Daniels Midland Co., whichannounceda
cutback in ethanol production at the begin-
ning of April due to $4 corn, says it plans to reduce
output further in response to $5 corn.

This is a much bigger cutback than the one
announced earlier at ADM's Peoria, Ill., plant. The
company says the current cutback has reduced its
nationwide corn consumption by about 29 million
bushels per month.

That compares with a cutback of only eight
million per month in the earlier announcement
concerning the Peoria plant. &

Clinton sweet on
saving Everglades

resident Clinton received a sour reception

from the sugar industry during a campaign
swing through Florida recently, as his support for a
proposed penny-a-pound tax on Florida sugar drew
criticism. An environmental group is working on
placing the tax initiative on the November ballot to
help pay for the restoration.

Entering the hot political fray concerning the
restoration of Florida's Everglades, Clinton met with
environmental activists in a strategy session. The
closed-door meeting included leaders of the Save
Our Everglades group.

The sugar industry says the tax will place
thousands out of work. Over 1,000 sugar workers,
chartered to the Coral Gables hotel, gathered out-
side the meeting, waved signs and chanted, “Save
Our Jobs!” They had company. About 100 environ-
mentalists demonstrated in favor of the proposed
tax, wearing t-shirts with the message, “Make The
Polluters Pay."

The restoration of the Everglades is shaping
up as a hot political issue in the Sunshine State this
year. Apparent Republican presidential nominee
Sen. Bob Dole toured the Everglades during an
earlier campaign swing. &

Pork prices pick up

he Agriculture Department said the number of

U.S. sows farrowing will be lower this year,
leading to a 3 percent decline in domestic pork
production. Those lower numbers will likely equate
to slightly higher market prices for producers — in
the upper $40s per 100 pounds in the late spring, to
near $50 per cwt. this summer and back to the mid-
$40s this fall.

For consumers, USDA projects the composite
retail price to average near $2.50 per pound com-
pared to $1.92 per pound last year and $2.01 in 1994.
Although the average will likely trend lower during
the latter part of the year, USDA said those prices will
still be an average of 5 percent above 1995.

The U.S. is projected to remain a net pork
exporter — last year was the first time in history the
U.S. exported more pork than it imported. The
department said exports near last year's 771 million
pounds will likely occur this year. Most of the ex-
ported pork — 47 percent — goes to Japan, fol-
lowed by Russia, Mexico and Hong Kong. &
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USDA invites northeast
dairy compact comments

oes a compelling public interest exist to war-

rant implementation of the Northeast Inter-
state Dairy Compact? USDA Secretary Dan Glick-
man is searching for an answer.

The USDA is asking interested parties to sub-
mit written comments on the compact, which
would establish a commission to regulate the mar-
keting of milk among states in the New England
region. The commission would also have authority
to examine current economic forces affecting pro-
duction, consumption, farm prices and financial
conditions of dairy farmers.

“Before making a determination, I want to
be certain that all interested parties have had an
opportunity to provide comments on the existence
of a compelling public interest in the region,”
Glickman said.

Comments will be accepted through June 3.
Submit two copies of your comments to USDA,
Room 2971, South Building, PO Box 96456,
Washington, DC 20090-6456. #

High court denies

review of alar lawsuit
he Supreme Court has denied review of a law-
suit brought by Washington state apple grow-
ers seeking to recover damages resulting from a
1989 60 Minutes report about the alleged health
risks of apples treated with daminozide — common-
ly referred to as Alar.

Apple growers said their losses due to the Alar
scare totaled $75 million and many were forced out
of business due to a lack of buyers resulting from
numerous boycotts. The growers filed suit in 1990
and a U.S. District Court ruled in 1993 that the
growers failed to present evidence showing that the
CBS report was false.

The growers then petitioned the Supreme
Court for review after the federal Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit affirmed the district court’s
judgment in October 1995. #

EPA changing
E:idelines

or years, the Environmental Protection Agency

has relied on animal testing to determine can-
cer risks of certain chemicals and pollutants. Ac-
cording to the Wall Street Journal, the EPA will de-
emphasize animal testing and utilize recent scientif-
ic advances to determine the risks of chemicals and
pollutants,

Pollutants were automatically judged by the
EPA to be cancer-causing if they were shown to
cause cancer in laboratory animals, Under the new
procedure, the EPA will have greater flexibility when
taking into account epidemiological data. The new
guidelines will expand the instances in which non-
animal data is used to determine the cancer risk in a
certain substance.
The new procedure will apply to substances

already being regulated by the agency and to
new substances. The EPA also has established a
process for listing a priority on which chemicals to
re-review. &

Congress working to
free up FmHA loans

ongress is working to remedy a loan bottle-

neck that was unintentionally written into
the new Farm Bill, according to FarmDayta.

Legislation is being drafted to free up loans for
farmers blocked by a new farm bill provision that
denies FmHA loans to farmers who had previous
FmHA loans written off or written down.

The provision took effect immediately with
the April 4 signing of the farm bill, shutting off an
estimated 1,000 to 1,200 farmers nationwide who
need FmHA loans for spring planting.

Lawmakers say they never intended to block
farmers who had already submitted applications
before the farm bill took effect and are paying back
their loans on time.

The chairmen of the House and Senate Agri-
culture Committees are pushing through corrective
legislation and intend to attach it to a stop-gap
spending bill so that approval will come quickly,
says Reuters News Service. &

ADM lawsuit dismissed
he Archer Daniels Midland Co. has agreed to
settle a civil price-fixing lawsuit that accused

the agricultural products giant of manipulating the

$600 million-per-year-market for the livestock feed
supplement lysine. ADM reportedly controls about

40 percent of the domestic lysine market.

ADM said it was not admitting any wrong-
doing by agreeing to the settlement, reported to
be around $25 million. The company will still face
criminal price-fixing charges and other federal
lawsuits over alleged price-fixing in markets for
high-fructose corn syrup, citric acid and two other
products. &

Peaches, apples suffer
from cold spell

early 80 percent of South Carolina's peach

crop and over half of its apple crop did not
survive the recent cold weather streak through the
South. According to Dale Linville, agriculture mete-
orologist for the Clemson University Extension
service, the state's peach crop suffered nearly $28
million in damages because of the cold weather.
Chip Satcher, a peach grower in Johnston, $.C.,
says, “90-95 percent of trees haven't got a single
peach on them." &

Urban populations
growing, rural
dwindling
report to be released by the United Nations
will say that by the turn of the century, for
the first time, more persons will be living in urban
areas and cities than in rural areas.

The report was produced to warn of the
impacts and environmental dangers in increasing
urbanization, The paper was produced by the U.N.
Development and Environment programs, the
World Bank and the World Resources Institute.

The report said in 1975, only a third of all
persons lived in cities, but by the year 2005, more
than two-thirds of the world's population will live in
towns and cities, rather than in the countryside, &

Higher corn prices
don’t equal higher
food prices

onsumers need not worry about food price

inflation resulting from the recent surge in
corn prices, according to the Ilinois Corn Market-
ing Board (ICMB).

The highest corn prices in recent memory
have triggered consumer concern over the impact
the prices will have at the grocery store. Joe Uhl, an
agricultural economist at Purdue University, says
the high corn prices will not translate into higher
costs to the consumer.

“The farm value of a commodity going into a
finished product at the retail level is very small,
especially in the grain area,” he said. Floyd Schultz,
District Director with ICMB, worries that food com-
panies will use the higher “farm-level” prices as an
excuse to boost prices. In years of low commodity
prices, food companies have not historically passed
along any cost savings to consumers, according to
Schultz. Increases in commodity prices have been
used as an excuse to raise the price of items like
breakfast cereals. #

u.s. challengi?g

Canadian tari

c anadian tariffs on dairy products, poultry and
eggs — some reaching as high as 351 percent

— are being challenged by the U.S. government,

which claims the tariffs violate a 1988 commitment

that was supposed to phase out all tariffs within

10 years.

Canadian officials maintain the tariffs, set last
year, are necessary to protect the country’s agricul-
tural community. The United States says the tariffs
are a direct violation of the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Canadian officials dis-
pute this claim, stating that Canada and the United
States agreed to limited rather than unlimited mar-
ket access for dairy, poultry and egg products.

Canada accuses the U.S. of “trying to achieve
through dispute settlement what it couldn't get
through negotiations” during NAFTA talks. &

|
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call 800-292-2680.

Amendments to Farmland and Open Space
Preservation Act, PA. 116 of 1974

B. 4325, sponsored by Rep. Michelle
McManus (R-Lake Leelanau), has been
approved by the Senate Agricultural

Committee and sent to the Senate floor for further

debate. The following is a summary of substantive

House amendments to H.B. 4325:

m The definition of agriculture was clarified and
updated to reflect the diversity of Michigan's
agriculture and expanded to include berries,
herbs, flowers, seeds, grasses, nursery stock and
other agricultural products.

m “Permitted use” is defined and clarified to include
storage, retail marketing and processing of prod-
ucts that are grown and produced on the farm.

m The definition of “permitted uses” is expanded
to include storage, retail marketing and process-
ing of agricultural products if more than 50 per-
cent of the stored, processed or merchandised
products are produced by the farm operation
during at least three of the last five immediately
preceding years.

@ The maximum term of agreement is set at 90
years; current law provides no maximum.

m Allows for housing to be built for a farmer or
farm employees.

u “Permitted uses” are allowed if they do not affect
the productivity of the land.

m The State Land Use Agency (DNR) is required to
notify owners seven years before the expiration
and of the options for claiming credits in the
remaining seven years.

m The bill describes the procedure for determining
life-lease or life-estate claim credits.

w Requests for termination, due to death of one of
the individuals essential to the operation, may
take place within three years of the death of the
individual.

m When the owner of the land becomes totally or
permanently disabled or dies, the surviving own-
er/spouse may request a portion of the land that
contained structures existing prior to the agree-
ment be removed from the program. This in-
cludes an individual who may inherit property
through rights of survivorship,

= Anagreement may be divided or split as long as
the division or split follows the same criteria as
for enrolling the land (i.e., 40 acres or more of
which 50 percent or more is tillable).

@ ‘Individual essential to the operation" is defined
as a co-owner, partner, shareholder or family
member who, to a material extent, cultivates,
operates or manages the farmland if that individ-
ual does one or more of the following:

m has financial interest equal to or greater than
one-half of the cost of the crops, livestock or
products and is actively involved with the
production.

m works 1,040 hours or more annually on the farm.

a Afee may be charged for splits or transfers.

= New language provides that an agreement may
be extended for seven years. Under current law,
ten years is a minimum renewal period.

m Clarifies that buildings that existed prior to the
agreement, and up to two acres of land, may be
released from the program.

w Provides for the removal of land from the agree-
ment for a building site of up to two acres for
individuals essential to the operation,

u Provides for a window of opportunity to reduce
the length of the agreement to seven years re-
maining, provided the land has been in for an
initial 10-year period.

a Provides for repayment, at 6 percent, of credits
calculated for termination for the last seven
years. (May be simple or compound interest,
depending on the reason for termination.)

a The DNR is required to provide a 30-day notice
prior to placing a lien on the property at the
maturing of the agreement.

@ Only farmland development rights may be pur-
chased from the funds collected. Current law
provides that unique or critical lands could be
preserved. This definition would be limited only
to farmland.

@ The method in determining the repayment of
the credits in the event of death or disability is
clarified.

@ Major language is added to the criteria for termi-
nation and states that upon request from the
landowner, the local governing body (usually the
township), and the DNR shall terminate the
agreement if one or both of the following condi-
tions are present:

m The local governing body determines one or
more of the following:

o The quality of the farmland cannot be

made economically viable

o Surrounding conditions create physical

obstacles or prohibits essential practices

o Significant natural physical changes in the

farmland have occurred that are generally
irreversible and permanently limit the pro-
ductivity of the farmland

o A court order restricts use of the farmland

m The local governing body determines the
termination is in the public's interest and one
or more of the following conditions are met:

o The farmland is to be owned, operated and

maintained by a public body for public use

o The farmland had been zoned for the im-

mediately preceding three years for com-
mercial or industrial use

o The farmland is to be owned, operated or

maintained by a tax exempt organization,

and the project will benefit the local com-

munity. Release for public interest shall

consider the following:

* The long-term effect of the termination
on remaining farms

* Other reasonable and prudent site
alternatives

* Infrastructure changes and costs to local
government as a result of developing the
farmland. .

The landowner may appeal to the DNR if the
request to terminate the agreement is denied by the
local governing body. The DNR will review applica-
tions for termination to verify the criteria to termi-
nate was met. The bill defines “economic viability”
and the method for determining economic viability.
w The process and criteria for the purchase of

farmland development rights agreement is de-
tailed in the bill. This is a major new section con-
taining detailed language regarding the purchase
of development rights.

Several very important Senate amendments
were added, including:
= Awindow until April 1, 1997, to allow farmers to

terminate their agreement if they entered and
signed an agreement before April 15, 1994. Any
credits received in the last seven years are calcu-
lated and no interest is added. Farm Bureau
opposes this section.

w “Farm manager” is added to the list of individuals
essential to the operation.

m Removes the cap of $5,000 on the purchase of de-
velopment rights, which was a House amendment.

w Requires that when the lien is released or paid
up, the contract is also released at the same time.

m Removes the House provision in the bill that
provided for reimbursement to local govern-
ments when land was placed in development
rights agreements, thus providing revenue for
the difference in value between farmland and
developmental land.

@ Pulp wood was added to the type of production
that would qualify for PA. 116 land.

@ Clarification dealing with special assessments
that land under contract to PA. 116 is exempt
from special assessments for sanitary sewers,
water, lights or nonfarm drainage unless the
improvements are used on the land.

Several other amendments were offered but
were not approved.

FB Position: Michigan Farm Bureau supports
H.B. 4325 but continues to oppose the section that
provides for an early out.

FB Contact: Ron Nelson, ext. 2043.

Special Notes: Senate floor amendments are
expected. The House is also required to approve
the Senate amendments or the bill will be assigned
to a Joint Conference Committee of the House and
Senate. g

NATIONAL ISSUE

Health care insurance deduction

he 25 percent tax deduction for health insur-
ance premiums paid by self-employed persons
expired Dec. 31, 1993. Congress later passed, and
President Clinton signed, a bill to reinstate the 25
percent tax deduction for 1994 and put in place
a permanent 30 percent deduction for 1995 and
future years.

In late November 1995, Congress passed a
budget reconciliation bill that would balance the
budget in seven years. The bill included a provision
increasing the 30 percent tax deduction for health
insurance premiums to 35 percent in 1998-99, 40
percent in 2000-2001 and 50 percent beginning in
2002. President Clinton vetoed the bill.

On March 28, 1996, the House of Representa-
tives passed H.R. 3103, which increases the 30 per-
cent health insurance premium deduction to 50
percent by 2003. On April 23, 1996, the U.S. Senate
passed S. 1028, which would increase the deduction
5 percent each year through 2006. The annual in-
creases would raise the deduction from the current
30 percent to 80 percent in 2006. It is expected the
legislation will now go to a Conference Committee
to reconcile differences between the two bills.

FB Position: Strongly supports increasing the
health insurance premium deduction to 100 percent.

FB Contact: Al Almy, ext. 2040. &

Fireblight disease of apple trees

ireblight, a bacterial disease of apples, has
caused severe production problems in Michi-
gan and other apple-producing states. The only
known control for fireblight is Streptomycin; how-
ever, resistance to Streptomycin is becoming com-
mon, leaving producers with no effective alternative
to control fireblight disease.
A new research project to control and solve
the fireblight problem has been proposed coopera-
tively by the Michigan State University Agricultural
Experiment Station and the New York State Agricul-
tural Experiment Station at Cornell University. The
proposed research effort calls for the following:
= Refinement of fireblight detection techniques,
including molecular methods for detecting the
pathogen and computer models for identifying
environmental conditions favorable for infection.

= Possible biological controls with microorganisms
and bacteria-destroying viruses and their integra-
tions with cultural methods of control.

m The antibiotic-resistance phenomenon will be
further researched with emphasis on developing
antiresistance strategies; field populations will be

monitored for copper resistance.

» The development of fireblight-resistant cultivars
and rootstocks, using conventional breeding meth-
ods, will be an important but long-term objective.

m Genetic engineering of fireblight-resistant plants
using techniques developed at Cornell University
will be expanded and, when available, perfor-
mance of resistant plants will be evaluated out-
side New York State.

w Chemical screening, and integrating chemical
with biological and cultural control methods will
be undertaken to find short-term control proce-
dures. Integrated pest management will be the
major consideration in this area.

A financial grant of $1.5 million annually for a
period of 5 years is being requested from Congress.
The request is currently pending in the U.S. House
Agricultural Appropriations Subcommittee.

FB Position: Farm Bureau and the Michigan
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Association
(MACMA) are supporting the fireblight research
proposal.

FB Contact: Al Almy, Ext. 2040. @

Sugar/peanut programs again under fire

wo leading critics of the sugar and peanut sup-

port programs say they may ask Congress again
this year to pare back or kill the programs, Reuters
reports,

Sen. Rick Santorum (R-Pa.) points out that the
sugar and peanut programs — as well as dairy — just
underwent modest reform in the new seven-year
farm bill and could use some more changes.

He says the peanut support price of $610 per
ton is too high and that acreage controls are inde-
fensible. He argues that jobs in the food industry
are in jeopardy due to high peanut prices.

If he does try to reform the peanut program,
the most likely method would be through an amend-
ment to the yearly appropriations measure for USDA.

As for the sugar program, Rep. Dan Miller
(R-Fla.) says he and his anti-sugar allies may try to
push through some modifications, such as boosting
sugar imports or putting limits on U.S. sugar prices.

“I don't think we'd do a total elimination.
There are some intermediate steps we could take,”
he told a2 Washington seminar sponsored by the
conservative Heritage Foundation. @

MSU pesticide recordkeeping books revised

he Annual Record Books (part of the MSU
paper recordkeeping system introduced in

1992) were revised in 1995. These revisions affect

only the pesticide recordkeeping and make these

record books a more complete guide for the
information that is required and/or recommended
for crop producers to keep. Changes include the
fnl!owing:

= An index to fields — provides a chart (at the
front of either book) to list the Field IDs for each
field included in the Annual Record Book so
records for an individual field can be more easily
found by the number used in each corner of the
book’s pages

u Abrief discussion of “Laws Related to Pesti-
cide Recordkeeping”

u Required Pesticide Information — a chart
where the pesticide name can be written along with
its EPA Registration Number; the Active Ingredients,
and its REI (Restricted Entry Interval)

u Pesticide Applicator Information — a chart
where the name of all applicators can be listed
along with their certification number

u Calibration of Application Equipment —brief
discussion about calibration of equipment and a
place to write down the month and year of the last
calibration for 1 to 1 “fertilizer spreaders,” “pesti-

cide applicators,” and “manure spreaders”

u The "Total Amount Applied” was added 1o
the Pesticide Applications Chart listed for each
individual field.

These changes make the Annual Record
Books a more complete pesticide application re-
cordkeeping tool for producers, i.e., if all the infor-
mation is recorded in the books, the producer will
be meeting the required pesticide recordkeeping
and/or the pesticide recordkeeping recommended
by the Right-to-Farm GAAMP. One exception to this
is the separate posting of re-entry times for fields,
as required by the Worker Protection Standard.

Two sizes of Annual Record Books are avail-
able. The pocket-sized book (Extension Bulletin
E-2341) measures 3.5 x 5.5 inches (easily fits in a
shirt pocket) and can be used to record information
for up to 20 individual fields. The full-sized book
(Extension Bulletin E-2342) measures 5.5 x 8.5
inches (can be carried in the cab of a pickup truck,
tractor, etc.) and can be used to record information
for up to 40 individual fields. The new cost of E-
2341 and E-2342 is $2.50 each

Annual Record Books can be obtained from
your county MSU Cooperative Extension Service
office or from the MSUE Bulletin Office, 10B Agri-
culture Hall, Michigan State University, East Lansing,
MI 48824-1039. Please make check payable to Michi-
gan State University. @
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Herbicide
decisions on

replanted
wheat fields

he past winter's severe weather conditions had

serious consequences on much of the state's
wheat crop, especially in fields planted in late Octo-
ber. Growers faced with the decision of whether to
keep the wheat crop or replace it with another crop
may find the following information, from MSU’s
Dr Jim Kells, valuable in considering alternatives.
Crop Selection

From a nitrogen management standpoint, the
crop of choice for planting into winter-killed wheat
would be corn, says Kells.

Tillage Conslderations

Alternative crop can be planted with or with-
out tillage. Kells says what's important is that re-
maining wheat be killed 1o avoid competition with
other crops. Secondary tillage can effectively kill the
over-wintered wheat. In general, the smaller the
wheat, the easier it will be to kill, advises Kells.

“A good tillage implement would be a disk,
followed a few days later with either a disk or a field
cultivator to kill the wheat that may have survived
the initial tillage,” Kells said. “If areas of the field
have larger healthy tillered wheat, an application of
Roundup Ultra three or more days before tillage will
assure adequate wheat kill."

In situations where no-till will be used, Kells
said wheat kill with a herbicide, preferably Roundup
Ultra, is absolutely essential. “Be sure that the sur-
viving wheat has recovered to the extent that it is
actively growing with green leaves to intercept the
spray,” he advised

The following table can be used as a guideline
for Roundup Ultra to kill over-wintered wheat. &

Roundup Ultra Rate™

Wheat Height's Applied Alone Tank-Mixed
uptob” 1 pt/A 1-172 pt/A
6" to 12" 1-1/2 pt/A 2 pt/A

(a) Wheat must be green and actively growing (daytime
temperature equal to or greater than 60 F) for maximum
effectiveness

(b) Ammonium Sulfate (AMS) at 17 Ibs/100 gallon of spray
often improves control and 1s recommended, especially
when tank-mixing with other herbicides.

MICHIGAN FARM
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Weather takes its toll on Michigan wheat crop

Continued from front page

Similar winter-kill patterns exist in other Mid-
west states of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, says Suth-
erland. To add insult to injury, drought conditions
in Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas, combined with
record-low inventory levels, pushed the new crop
wheat price on the Chicago Board of Trade to his-
torical highs of over $6.20 per bushel, meaning
producers may miss out on the chance of capturing
high prices, and making the cost of getting out of
forward contracts a costly proposition.

“Quite a number of producers started to lock
in contracts in the $3.50 to $4 range — which is still
a heck of a price,” Sutherland explained. “The big-
gest number of calls we're getting right now are,
‘I've got a $4 contract on wheat, but I'm not sure
I've got the wheat. What's it going to cost me to get
out of that contract?™

Typically, the cost will be the difference be-
tween the contract price and the current new crop
price, plus 510 15 cents per bushel, says Sutherland.
Despite the cost of cancelling a contract, Sutherland
urges producers to avoid rolling a contract. “I'd rath-
er do a cancellation —if you've got a problem, take
care of it right now, don't prolong it,” he said.

That means a producer shouldn’t waste too
much time deciding what to do with a questionable
field of wheat, especially if the producer had for-
ward-contracted the crop. “Make a decision as soon
as you can because, if you prolong it, it'll just get
worse,” Sutherland predicted. “Not only are farms
in Michigan dealing with a poor wheat crop, you've
got guys elsewhere that are experiencing a poor
crop as well. So the sooner you react to the situa-
tion, the better off you're going to be.”

Stand Evaluation

Minimum acceptable plant populations de-
pend on several factors, including the current price
on wheat and the current price on an alternative
crop. Under ideal conditions, the best yields will be
achieved with stand counts of 1.9 million plants per
acre, which equates to 44 plants per square foot or
26 plants per foot of a 7-inch row.

“If you want to use base figures, 14 plants per
foot in a 7-inch row, or 24 plants per square foot
can still provide anywhere from 50 to 80 percent of

Serving Michigan
farm families is
our only business

Since its beginning in 1971, Michigan Farm Radio Network’s only
objective has been to serve Michigan’s farm families. This
dedication 1o serve agriculture is shared by 26 local radio stations
in Michigan. Through these stations, Michigan Farm Radio Network
provides the latest in market analysis, weather and news to Farm
Bureau members daily on the following stations:

anormal yield,” Poindex-
ter explained. “That's a
big range, so then the
question becomes, how
healthy are the plants? If
they're less than a cou-
ple of inches and they're
really struggling, then
you're closer to the 50
percent level. If they're
vigorous plants that are
growing well above 4
inches, then you can
expect closer to 80 per-
cent.”

For fields that are
considered salvageable,
Poindexter says produc-
ers will need to be on
their toes in combatting
weed infestation in “thin
stands.” “Weed control is
critical to get the crop
into July to harvest a
high-quality crop,” he
said. “Normally we apply
chemicals once to the
wheat to control weeds.
If the stands are thin,
there may be a need for
a second application of
perhaps an alternative
herbicide.”

From a disease
standpoint, Poindexter
says that while thin
stands will have less risk
of powdery mildew, the
delayed spring growth
and potentially delayed
harvest could open the door for more leaf rust later
on in the season.

For wheat stands considered lost, Poindexter
suggests an application of Roundup be made as soon
as the decision has been made to abandon the crop,
to help preserve moisture for the next crop, which
he suggests be corn. “If the wheat crop had been top-
dressed with nitrogen, it makes good sense to re-
place the wheat crop with corn, since most of your
nitrogen will still be there for the corn to utilize,”
Poindexter recommended. Producers who opt to no-
till corn on abandoned wheat acres should be alert
forarmy worm problems, which are quite common
in corn following a rye cover crop rotation.

While soybeans and dry beans could also be
an option, especially later in the planting season,
Poindexter hesitates recommending either of those
crops as a first option due to potentially increased
white mold pressures.

Last but not least, Poindexter discourages any
consideration of spring-planted wheat since yields
will be, at best, only 60 percent of winter wheat, and
marketing would be a problem.

across the state.

MSU Extension agent Steve Poindexter show the winter kill
damage to wheat that’s left its mark on many wheat stands

For more information on deciding what
to do with marginally growing wheat, contact
your MSU Extension office or Steve Poindexter
at (517) 799-2233. @

Factors to consider for
destroying wheat flelds
1. Determine if plant population is adequate.
2. Evenness of stand — evenly thin or sporad-
ic thin spots?
3. Fall growth on wheat — early-planted wheat
yields better than later-planted wheat.
4. Ability to control weeds in thin stand till
harvest?
5. Value of wheat crop per bushel and per acre?
6. Value of alternative crop to be planted, if
wheat is destroyed? '
7. Inputs already applied to wheat, such as
nitrogen.
8. Is the wheat already contracted?
9. Does the wheat have a legume seeding?
10. PROFIT POTENTIAL?
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uy
- Dodge
pickupa

anew
Truckand

ton of cash.

$500 CASH BACK TO FARM BUREAU® MEMBERS.

As if our Magnum® engine series, overall
the most powerful line of pickup engines on
the planet, wasn’t enough incentive for Farm
Bureau members, now there’s an extra $500
in the deal.

That’s $500 back on all 1996 5.9L. Magnum
V-8 Ram and Ram Club Cab pickups, $500
back on all 1996 Cummins diesel-powered

' Ram and Ram
Club Cab
pickups ... and
$500 back on
select mid-size
1996 Dakota
pickups.
The offer

Americas Truck Stop

_____ .. S _ -
1996 Ram Van and Ram Wagon

includes all
models, too.

That’s on top of any other national Dodge
cash back offer.” All you need to do is get a
certificate from your state’s Farm Bureau
validating that you’ve been a member for at
least thirty days. Then stop by your Dodge
dealer. Where you’ll discover it pays to be in
the Farm Bureau.

*This cash back offer is valid for members of participating Farm Bureaus, expires
9/30/96, and may not be used in combination with any other Chrysler Corporation
certificate program or certain other special programs. Ask for restrictions and details.
Farm Bureau® is a registered service mark of the American Farm Bureau Federation.

The New Dodee

A DIVISION OF THE CHRYSLER CORPORATION
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Market
Outlook

by Dr. Jim Hilker,
Department of
Agricultural Econom-
ics, Michigan State
University

anali]ity continues to be the key word in the
corn market. We will likely continue to see
several days of sharp increases followed by sharp
decreases. With the extremely tight stocks, this
pattern could continue into August. The two main
factors that the market will be trying to guess are
rationing of demand and yields.

It is not clear whether or not the corn price
has gone high enough to curb use, and we probably
will not know for sure until after the fact. Sow and
cow slaughter is up significantly from last year, but
that will only help on the margin through this mar-
keting year and will hurt demand for the 1996-97
marketing year.

Cattle slaughter weights have cut back to year-
ago levels. The USDA has announced that some
CRP land will be opened up for grazing, which will
mean some more cattle will go to grass versus the
feedlots. Ethanol plants are cutting back sharply,
but not enough can be saved there to alleviate the
whole problem.

Corn export shipments are running 16 per-
cent over last year at this time. The forecast is that
they will be up 4 percent. That means some sharp
cuts in the fourth quarter. Corn export sales show
some signs of slowing up.

If the weather cooperates, we will probably
plant 1-2 million more acres of corn than the farm-
ers projected in March, It will take that and close-to-
trend yields to replenish stocks to more normal
levels, unless corn prices continue to skyrocket and
livestock is cut sharply. With the late spring and
tight stocks, it will not take much of a weather scare
1o send prices up sharply, and it will not take a lot of
nice weather to send them back down,

Consider pricing most remaining old crop as
we rally to new highs and/or by the end of pollina-
tion. Consider pricing up to 20-30 percent of new
crop in the near-term if you have not already done
50. Prices may go higher, but you will want to pro-
tect yourself somewhat from the downside risk.
Consider pricing more as we reach new highs, This
next year should act more like a short crop year if
yields are down much below trend. That is, we will
likely see better returns to corn early in the year
versus later.

COMMODITY PRICE TRENDS
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t first glance, the wheat story looks much
like the corn — tight stocks and weather

concerns. However, there is one very big difference
— the potential for a good U.S. wheat yield is not
there! The hard red wheat crop in Kansas, Oklaho-
ma and Texas will be very poor, at best. The soft red
wheat crop in the lower Corn Belt looks poor. Good
growing conditions from this point out will definite-
ly help the wheat crop, but the time for a stocks-
building crop has passed. Prices will be good for
wheat harvested this year. The more important
question is, how much will a producer have to sell?

On the demand side for this 1996-97 crop we
may have some completion. Wheat acres in Europe
are up and conditions to this point are okay. Wheat
acres in Canada are up 4 million acres, for a whop-
ping 16 percent increase. The increase in world acres
may put a lid on prices this summer, but they will
not mean Jow prices for this marketing year. Howev-
er, this doesn’t mean high wheat prices for several
years; we have enough acres that a good yield could
still rebuild stocks in the 199798 crop year.

Consider having some of your new crop
priced at this point. If the weather cooperates from
this point on, prices could drop some. Have a plan
to price more as you learn more about your crop
and on new rallies. Since we will not really know
how bad the crop might be, consider holding off
pricing it all until harvest. At that time, we will both
know more and can determine if it may pay to store.

SOYBEANS

oybeans are yet another story, except for

extreme price volatility as we go through the
growing season. We have good prices and low
stocks despite having a decent crop last year. And
we will continue to have tight stocks and good pric-
es in the 1996-97 crop year even with trend yields.
Does that mean prices cannot drop? No. Does it
mean we will have opportunities to lock in good
prices? Yes.

Over the next couple of years we will be able
to rebuild stocks. But for this 1996-97 crop year,
corn and wheat bid higher for the acres and not a
lot of CRP acres will come into production of soy-
beans. On top of that, Canada cut back canola acres
by 4 million (31 percent), which is where their in-
crease in wheat acres came from.

Export shipments are running at a rate just
below what it would need to meet USDA projec-
tions. And crushings are down, but all that means is
that prices are high enough to ration supply IF we
are sure of a good crop this fall. We know better
than banking on that at this point.

Consider pricing most of your remaining
old crop if we get near their previous highs. Be
a market watcher to price more of your new crop.

1 assume you have some priced at these very good
prices we are seeing now.

Soybeans * May ‘96
Jly hey Sep Oct Now Dec Jan Fsb Mar Apr May

Soy Meal » May "96
Jiy Mg Sep Ot Mow Dec Jan Fob Par for My

ork production was down around 3 percent in

April. The March Hogs and Pigs Report sug-
gested that it would be about the same as the previ-
ous vear. Lighter weights account for half of the
difference and fewer hogs available for market ac-
count for the other half. Put strong demand on top
of this and we are seeing prices much higher than
expected. Can it last? Yes. Will it last? Maybe. Can
you lock in good prices now? Yes. Seriously consid-
er locking in some of next year's production if you
haven't already.

Sow slaughter was up 11 percent and 21 per-
cent the first 2 weeks of April. This increase is due
to high feed prices and good sow prices. And, while
that may slow up with the last surge in hog prices, it
will probably mean a slow-up in supply sometime
next year. Exports are forecast to stay strong. If corn
prices drop by fall and domestic demand stays
good, so will returns in the hog sector. Another
positive is that there's plenty of slaughter capacity,
unlike just a year-and-a-half ago.

eef production was up 8-10 percent in April

compared to the previous year. With these
large numbers, along with questionable domestic
demand, the market took a bloodbath. Record high
feed prices, along with fed cattle prices lower than
the mid-'80s disaster, have meant horrible returns
despite what seemed like low feeder prices when
placements were made.

The April 7 state Cattle-On-Feed Report
showed total cattle on feed and March placements
down 1 percent from a year ago. Hopefully, this is
an indication that the glut of cattle coming to mar-
ket will slow by the end of May. However, this does
not mean the huge supply of feeder cattle will go
away. The USDA, as mentioned, is opening up CRP
ground that is not highly erodible for pasture and
haying from July 1 to Sept. 30. This should help
keep some of the cattle off feed for a bit longer. But
we will still need feed prices to drop sharply to pull
the cattle industry out of the tailspin. We can't cut
numbers much before the 1997 calf crop.

DAIRY OUTLOOK

by Larry G. Hamm
ilk prices are on the way up. Unfortunately,
they are still not rising as fast as producer
costs; therefore, profit margins will continue to be
squeezed.

On April 19, the wholesale dairy markets surged
upward. There were bids for one carlot of each of the
three grades (AA, A and B) of butter traded on the
Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME). Since no one
supplied any butter at the bid prices, the bid prices
became the market quote. Over the past two weeks,
Grade A butter has risen 12 cents per pound above
the 65 cent-per-pound support price that it had been
trading for since Feb. 1, 1996. The wholesale butter
price sets prices for most of the cream-based dairy
product markets and is also a major component in
generating dollars on producer paychecks.

At the same time butter markets were
strengthening, the wholesale cheese markets were
also shooting higher. The price for 40-pound blocks
on the National Cheese Exchange (NCE) rose 10
cents per pound. However, unlike the CME, actual
products did trade on the NCE. In total, 35 carlots
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of block cheese were traded on the two trading
days of April 19 and 26. In the same period, 40 car-
loads of barrel cheese were actually traded. In re-
cent years, the NCE has increasingly been a market
where cheese is actually traded.

In the past, when cheese markets went up,
market analysts would predict what would happen
to the Minnesota-Wisconsin (M-W). The first anni-
versary of the demise of the M-W is here. Analysts
have not had the same success predicting the level
of the Basic Formula Price (BFP) as they did with
the old M-W.

Clearly, the rising cheese and butter markets
will lift the BFP. The cheese market jump suggests
that the BFP will go up around $1 per cwt. However,
this may not happen. The next BFP will only go up
perhaps $0.20 to $0.30 per cwt. What happens dur-
ing May to the dairy product markets will help de-
termine whether the remaining $0.70 per cwt will
make it through to producer prices.

In any event, milk prices are moving in the
right direction if the dairy industry is going to have
enough market revenue to generate the supply of
milk currently called for by market demand. Unfor-
tunately, the milk price increases are not coming
fast enough to offset the current critical income
shortfall for the Michigan and U.S. dairy industries.

by Henry Larzelere

gg prices near the end of April were about 16

cents a dozen above last year. In contrast, pric-
es were 26 cents a dozen above the early part of the
month. Partially offsetting these higher egg prices,
feed ingredient prices were almost 12 cents a dozen
eggs above last year.

Prices at wholesale in New York for Grade A
large eggs in cartons will likely average in the low 80s,
the usual seasonal low egg price time of the year.
During the July, August, September quarter, prices
will probably move to the upper 80s or low 90s.

There have been small increases in hens and
pullets on farms and in production since the first of
the year. Furthermore, the hatchery reports have
shown increases in the egg-type chick hatch in the
first three months of the year. Apparently, the rela-
tively high egg prices have encouraged the expan-
sion of laying flocks in spite of the current uncer-
tainty in the feed ingredient price situation.

We need to watch the current planting season
for the feed situation. Also, the hatchery reports will
be a key since the months of March, April and May
are usually the months in which the largest hatches
occur for potential expansion of the laying flocks.

BROILERS

by Henry Larzelere
It is pertinent to consider the broiler situation at
this time, As we approach summer, we will no-
tice the strongest demand time of the year. This
means that significantly more broiler meat can be
sold at given prices in the summer than at other
times of the year.

It had been predicted earlier that about 6
percent more broilers would be produced in 1996
than in 1995. So far, in the first three months of
1996, about 2.7 percent more broilers were pro-
duced than a year earlier. At the same time, prices
were about 6 percent above the same period in
1995. If broiler production increases about 3 per-
cent above the previous year, prices will be about 1
cent 2 pound higher than last year. g

DTN buys
Broadcast

Partners

ata Transmission Network Corp. (DTN) re-

ports that it acquired substantially all assets
of Broadcast Partners for $63.5 million and assumed
certain liabilities estimated to be $9.5 million.

DTN will receive about 39,000 agricultural
subscribers, according to Reuters news service.
The acquisition will bring the total DTN subscribers
in the agribusiness industry to more than 115,000
and the total Data Transmission subscribers for all
services to more than 140,000.

The company will not convert FarmDayta
subscribers’ systems to Data Transmission equip-
ment and will continue to market the services un-
der the FarmDayta name, according to Reuters.

Broadcast Partners was a partnership formed
in 1990 by Farmland Industries Inc., Pioneer Hi-
Bred International Inc. and IAA Communications
Co., Reuters reports. g
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Glenn Kole, District
Extension Farm
Management Agent,
MSU Extension

Special thanks to Jim Monroe,

FSA Ag Credit, Traverse City

All Borrowers of Farm Service Agency
(Formerly FmHA), Effective Inmediately:

m Direct Farm Ownership Loan Funds Cannot Be

Used For:

a. Any existing (non-agency) debt refinancing —
guaranteed farm ownership loans (guaranteed
by FSA, but financed by another commercial
lender) are still eligible for refinancing,

b. Pollution abatement or pollution control —
not eligible for direct or guaranteed FSA loans.

¢. “Non-Farm” enterprises — cannot be directly
financed or guaranteed by FSA.

Market-basket
survey detects
increase in

grocery prices

A merican consumers paid $1.36 more for a
sample market basket of groceries during the
first quarter of 1996 than they did during the last
quarter of 1995, according to the latest informal
national survey of retail food prices conducted by
the American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF).

During the first quarter of this year, consum-
ers paid an average of $31.67 for 16 food items. The
average for the fourth quarter of 1995 was $30.31.
This year’s first quarter average is also higher com-
pared with a year ago — the first quarter of 1995 —
when the average was $30.22.

AFBF conducts its informal quarterly market-
basket survey to help track retail food prices to
ensure they are in line with prices received by the
nation's farmers and ranchers, While grocery prices
are up this quarter, the farmers’ and ranchers’ share
remains steady. The farm value of each food dollar
spent in the United States is approximately 22
cents. The largest component of the consumer’s
food dollar is labor at about 36 cents.

Compared to last quarter, overall retail food
prices remained fairly steady, but increases were
noted in many items. The largest increase was for a
five-pound bag of flour, which increased by 21 cents
over the previous quarter, for a national average of
$1.31. A related item, a 20-ounce loaf of bread, in-
creased 12 cents, to $1.11.

According to Terry Francl, a senior economist
for AFBF, a factor in those price increases is higher
wheat prices, which are currently about 45 percent
above a year ago. Francl added, however, wheat
prices are a comparatively small factor, considering
the typical farm-to-retail price spread for wheat.

“For cereals and bakery products, typically the
farm value is less than 8 percent of the retail cost,”
he said. “But whenever wheat prices are up, we
often encounter retail price increases for those
products in a magnitude beyond that dictated by
the wheat price alone.”

Joining flour and bread as items with higher
prices this quarter were: bacon, $2.08 per pound,
up 18 cents; potatoes, $1.68 per five pounds, up 17
cents; apples, 97 cents per pound, up 14 cents;
whole milk, $2.39 per gallon, up 13 cents; sirloin tip
roast, $2.72 per pound, up 11 cents; breakfast cere-
al, $2.59 per 10-ounce box, up 10 cents.

Items with increases of less than 10 cents
were: eggs, $1.06 per dozen, up 8 cents; cheddar
cheese, $2.90 per pound, up 8 cents; pork chops,
$3.14 per pound, up 5 cents; whole fryers, 93 cents
per pound, up 4 cents; cooking oil, $2.39 per 32
ounces, up 1 cent; and mayonnaise, $2.58 per 32
ounces, up 1 cent.

Only two items on the list had lower prices
this quarter. A 32-ounce container of shortening was
$2.21, down 3 cents, and ground chuck was $1.61
per pound, down 2 cents. @

Ag lending policy changes from the new farm bill

m Special Beginning Farmer or Rancher Operating
Loans are no longer authorized — neither direct
nor guaranteed loans. However, the 50 percent
joint financing program or 30 percent down
payment program for Beginning Farmers for
farm-ownership loans are still available.

m Soil and Water Conservation and Protection
remains an authorized loan purpose for direct
or guaranteed loans.

Delinquent Borrowers with FSA, Beginning

Immediately:

m Annual direct operating loans to delinquent bor-
rowers shall not be made.

Emergency Loans (FSA)

m Emergency loan disbursements shall be limited
to a maximum of $500,000, including any and all
outstanding emergency loan balances owed by
the applicant or any member of an entity is liable
for, at that time.

Any Borrower who has Received Loan Debt

Forgiveness, Debt Settlement, Net Recovery

Buyout, Bankruptcy, or Payout under a

Guaranteed Loan Loss Claim is not eligible

for any Direct or Guaranteed Loan.

m Restructured or Partial FSA-office debt write-
downs remain eligible for direct or guaranteed
loans if they are otherwise eligible, but funds are
only for annual farm operating purposes.

FSA loans already obligated to applicant on or
before April 4, 1996 will be honored, subject to
conditions at time of approval.

make your operation more efficient and profitable. ® If you're looking for a financial partner who

understands your business, talk to the country’ largest agricultural lender. Farm Credit Services. =

FSA loans not obligated by April 5, 1996 and
funds that were for a single purpose no longer
eligible will be denied the loan, and applicant will
be notified. If a portion of not-obligated funds only
is now ineligible, applicant will be notified of such;
a meeting with applicant can be initiated to deter-
mine if a feasible plan under the new rules can be
made.

Furthermore, although regulations are not
cast in concrete yet, indications from the same
Farm Bill are that:

@ Direct farm ownership FSA funds will be restrict-
ed to “borrowers with less than ten years experi-
ence, or less than ten years of USDA loan pro-
gram participation.”

m Direct operating FSA loans will be restricted to
borrowers with less than five years of farming
experience. (There may be a two-year “phase-in”
of these experience restrictions.)

Guaranteed loans do not have these experi-
ence restrictions.

Farm bill authorization national loan

limits

m Direct Farm Ownership Loans: $85 million
annually

@ Direct Farm Operating Loans: $500 million
annually

m Guaranteed Farm Ownership Loans: §1.9-2.1
billion annually

m Guaranteed Farm Operating Loans: $600-750
million annually.

AS FARMING GETS MORE COMPLEX,
CHOOSING A FINANCIAL PARTNER

BECOMES EASIER.

You're a farmer. You're also an agronomist. A chemist. A marketer. And an entrepreneur. ® No
wonder more producers today choose a financial partner who understands all the dimensions of
agriculture. ® For 80 years, Farm Credit Services has been helping producers achieve their goals.

We've developed a wide range of unique financial products and services, that you can use to

1-800-444-FARM
<0 Farm Credit Services

At the heart of a growing Americaw

Con<luslon

To re-emphasize, the new Farm Bill provisions
concerning FSA borrowing (effective either immedi-
ately or by July 5, 1996 if not otherwise stated) will:
m Focus what relatively little direct lending is avail-

able to “new" farmers, based on years of experi-
ence

@ Disallow direct loan refinancing of any commer-
cial credit — only guaranteed loans will be al-
lowed

m Make delinquent borrowers ineligible for direct
operating loans,

@ Disallow any FSA loans whatsoever for those who
have had previous FSA debt forgiveness, debt
settlement, net recovery buyout, bankruptcy, or
guaranteed loan loss claim (this includes any
partnership or corporation if any partner or
stockholder had the above).

Farmers with more than 10 years experience
no longer have direct FSA lending as an option.
Delinquent borrowers must get their existing loans
“current” before obtaining any further direct operat-
ing loans. Other provisions, such as “leaseback” of
farm property by former owners after loan liquida-
tion is no longer allowed. “Beginning Farmers” now
have first priority to purchase farmland FSA holds in
inventory.

Call your local USDA Farm Service Agency
office, or FSA Public Affairs Specialist Marilyn
Aycock at (202)720-5237 for more information. &
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90-day Temperature Outlook

Equal Chances

Weather
Outlook

by Dr. Jeff Andresen, agricultural
meteorologist, Department of

Geography, Michigan State University

N orthwesterly jet stream flow and cold temper

atures persisted across Michigan during

much of April, with average monthly temperatures
remaining 3-6 degrees below normal and above-
normal precipitation.

New Climate Prediction Center new long lead
outlooks for the coming months continue to be
vague, calling for near equal probabilities of above-,
near-, and below normal temperatures and precipi-
tation for May into the early summer. Beyond that,
normal to above normal temperatures are favored
into the mid summer, with normal to below normal

NWS 90 Day
,Temperature for:
/ May-Jun--Jul

1906

temperatures possible by early fall. Near equal odds
of all three precipitation categories are forecast
through early fall.

With the loss of National Weather Service
agricultural products and services last year, the MSU
Ag. Weather Office has begun to run the specific
minimum temperature forecast for 25 agricultural
locations around the state.

The forecast, is a 12-24 hour estimate of mini-
mum temperature based on numerical computer
guidance combined with the cloud and wind fore-
casts adjusted by climatological data at each of the
sites, The forecasts are generally more accurate than
the regular zone forecasts alone.

The forecast is available for the upcoming
evening/morning by 2:45 p.m. each day. It is cur-
rently available to those who have Internet access,
on the MSU Ag. Weather Office home page, located
at http://cumulus.geo.msu.edu/~manager/. Please
call the Ag Weather Office at 517/355-0231 for
further details. &

90-day Precipitation Outlook

Above

N’\\':\ 90 Day
Precipitation for:
/ May-Jun-Jul /1996

Observed  Deviation from Actual m Actual Normal
4/1/96-4/30/96 mean normal Accumulated  Accumulated (inch) (inch)
Houghton 329 4.5 3 55 338 2.28
Marquette . 319 -5.0 " 55 6.15 2.28
Escanaba 341 4.9 6 24 2.66 243
Sault ste. Marie 326 -5.4 0 24 412 243
Lake city 37.3 -4.7 40 68 3.03 2.69
Pellston 36.0 -3.8 26 68 413 2.69
Traverse city 393 -3.0 52 68 3.86 269
Alpena 37.0 -3.5 30 60 2.64 2.52
Hol:ghton lake 38.0 -4.9 43 60 2.56 2.52
Muskegon 421 -3.3 52 90 247 3.16
Vestaburg 40.6 -5.1 62 101 3.39 3.07
Bad axe 40.1 -4.0 51 97 3.67 2.55
Saginaw 425 -3.0 72 97 3.22 2.55
Grand rapids 435 -2.7 73 124 2.39 341
South be 47.1 -1.9 128 124 3.45 3.41
Coldwater 433 -3.9 72 122 4.23 3.19
Lansing 43.2 -2.7 76 122 3.58 3.19
Detroit 459 -1.5 104 11 2.37 3.21
Flint 427 -3.3 70 1 279 321
Toledo 474 = 03 130 m 4,38 32
Observed totals are accumulated from April 1. Normals are based on district averages.

VA
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Dr. Karen Renner
and Dr. Jim Kells,
Department of
Crop and Soil
Sciences, Michigan
State University

his article provides an update for weed
control in field crops since E434 Weed
Control Guide for Field Crops was pub-
lished in December.
Soybeans

Stellar is now registered for use in soybeans.
Stellar is a prepackaged mixture of Cobra and Re-
source. If a farmer applies 5 ounces/Acre of Stellar it
is equal to a tank mixture of 4 0z/A of Resource and
6 0z/A of Cobra. Always add crop oil concentrate to
Stellar at /4% v/v (this is equal to 4 pints of crop oil
in 100 gal. of spray solution). If spray gallonage is
less than 25 gal. of water per acre, keep crop oil
concentrate at a minimum of 1 pint/Acre.

Stellar will control many broadleaf weeds
since it contains both Resource and Cobra. Broad-
leaf weeds controlled include velvetleaf, common
and giant ragweed, pigweed, and eastern black
nightshade. The label states that Stellar will control
common lambsquarters and cocklebur but Michigan
State University data shows regrowth of common
lambsquarters and common cocklebur, following
Stellar application. Smartweed will nor be con-
trolled by Stellar.

Apply Stellar in 10 to 30 gal. of water per acre
at 30 to 60 psi. This is a contact herbicide so thor-
ough coverage is important.

Stellar can be tank mixed with Select for
postemergence grass control. Spray pressure
should be a minimum of 40 psi. Some grass antago-
nism may occur, so a separate application is sug-
gested for control of quackgrass and other difficult-
to-control grasses.

The rain free period for Stellar is one hour. Do
not apply Stellar within 90 days of harvest or after
podset. The field cannot be grazed and the straw
and hay cannot be used for feed or bedding.

Steel is a prepackaged mixture of Pursuit Plus
(prepackaged mixture of Prow] and Pursuit) and
Scepter. Steel will be sold as a co-pack (double jug)
in 1996 and a premix in 1997. In the copack, Herbi-
cide CB (Scepter) is applied at % pt/A and Herbi-
cide CG (Pursuit Plus) is applied at 2.5 pt/A. Steel
will provide better cocklebur and common ragweed
control than Pursuit Plus because of the addition of
Scepter. Crop rotation restrictions are: Field corn
and seed corn — 9.5 months; wheat — 4 months;
oats, sweet corn — 18 months; potatoes — 26
months; sugarbeets — 40 months,

Prestige is a formulation of Poast Plus mar-
keted by Cyanamid. Application rates are the same
as for Poast Plus. Do nof tank-mix Prestige with
Pursuit, because there will be no grass activity from
the Prestige; the grass control that will occur is only
from Pursuit.

Status is a formulation of Blazer marketed by
Cyanamid. Application rates are the same as for
Blazer. Two-inch common ragweed will be con-
trolled by 1 pint/Acre of Status. Therefore, if com-
mon ragweed has emerged in a field with a planned
Pursuit POST application, Status can be added at
1 pint/Acre to control small common ragweed.

Command 3ME is a new formulation of
Command available in a limited supply in 1996. This
is a microencapsulated formulation of Command
that will allow Command to be applied preemer-
gence. Setbacks from sensitive areas are still re-
quired. These include: 1,200 feet from towns, hous-
ing developments, commercial fruit and vegetable
production, and commercial greenhouses and nurs-
eries; and 300 feet from desirable plants.

Roundup Ultra is a new formulation of
Roundup. Roundup Ultra contains surfactants, No
additional surfactants, additives containing surfac-
tants, pH adjusting agents or buffering agents
should be added. Nitrogen additives are allowed
such as ammonium sulfate. The rain-free require-
ment is 1-2 hours. The application rates for Round-
up Ultra are the same as Roundup.

Weed control update for 1996

timings labeled for each tank-mix. MSU has not studied this combination for crabgrass
Basis is now labeled for tank-mixing with control. Application rates and additives are listed in
atrazine 90DF and Marksman. Basis also has a sup- Table 2.
plemental label for tank-mixing with Scorpion 1L A Poast Plus is now labeled for broadcast
supplemental label has also been issued for a Basis “over-the-top” postemergence application in set-
+ Prowl tank mix for control of crabgrass in corn. hoxydim-resistant (SR) corn. Poast Plus can be
applied only to SR corn. Application of Poast Plus

Al:cent has received supplemental labels for
tank-mixes with the following herbicides: Exceed,
Resource or Scorpion III. The Accent rate for each
tank-mix is % oz. per acre (1 soluble pouch for 4
acres). Table 1 describes the rates, additives and

without other herbicides can be made to SR com
i Table 1 — New tank-mix partners for Accent " L until pollen shed. Do not apply within 45 days of
Tank-mix Ximum harvest for corn forage/silage or within 60 days of
herbicide Application rate  Additives corn height harvest for grain. Additives are crop oil conc:?n’stme
Exceed 0.5 oz/A Surfactant (/%) or Crop 24" or 6-collar or Dash. Labeled tank-mix herbicides are atrazine,
(1 pouch/B A) Oil Conc. (1%) + 28% N (24 qUA) Basagran or Laddok. Tank-mixing can reduce herbi-
or AMS (24 Ib/A) cidal activity of Poast Plus (antagonism) on some
Resource 481l. oz/A Crop Oil Conc. (1%) + 28% N (24 qUA) 24" or 6-collar grass species, including barnyardgrass and yellow
or AMS (24 Ib/A) foxtail. For control of these species, Poast Plus
Scorpion III 0.25 b/A Surfactant (44%) + 28% N (24 qu/A) g" should be applied at 36 0z/A. Do not tank-mix for
(1 pouch/2 A) or AMS (24 Ib/A) quackgrass control.
SR corn hybrids are available in Michigan for
1996 (from DeKalb) but will be limited. Poast Plus
- Table 2 — New tank-mix partners for Basis offers an additional option for postemergence con-
Tank-mix of annual in corn. SR corn is o
herbicide Application rate  Additives lm!! lerant to Pmm Do not m any m pwn?
Atrazine %11b9DF/A  Crop Oil Conc. (1%) + 28% N (24 qUA) or AMS (24 Ib/A) mergence grass herbicide (ie. Select, Rusion, As-
Marksman 1 ptA Crop Oil Conc. (1%) + 28% N (24 qU/A) or AMS (24 Ib/A) sure IT) to SR corn.] It will fit well for control of
Scorpion III 0.25 Ib/A Surfactant (V%) + (1 pouch/2 A) 28% N (24 qt/A) or AMS (24 [b/A) certain troublesome grasses in corn such as wild
Prowl 183 pvA Surfactant (%) + 28% N (24 qU/A) or AMS (2-4 Ib/A) or proso millet and wooly cupgrass (serious problems
Crop Oil Conc. (1%) without fertilizer in other states). Poast Plus will also fit well on or-
ganic soils.
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orn and soybeans have held the market

spotlight setting near-record prices

recently. However, announced sales of dry
beans to Mexico and the threat of continuing in-
clement weather this spring has brought dry beans
into the bidding war for corn and soybean acres.

In recent weeks, SECOFI, the Mexican govern-
ment's Ministry of Commerce, has announced the
auction of import license permits for two 100,000
metric-ton, the first 100,000 metric tons from a
direct sale between the U.S. and Mexico on May 23
and the second 100,000 from an open auction be-
tween all of Mexico's trading partners in early June.

“Mexico has come to the realization that they
really don't have the volume of high-quality dry
beans to meet domestic needs there,” stated MFB's
Commodity Specialist Bob Boehm. “They are suffer-
ing some drought conditions in their major dry
bean production areas, forcing them go to interna-
tional markets looking to secure some supplies.

“There’s some concern with the way their
economy is right now that there may need to be
some credits offered through the GSM102 credit
program, which is the food security portion of the
farm bill,” states Boehm. “Dry beans are considered
to be a stable food item in Mexico, along with milk
and corn, 50 it’s going to be a very high priority to
make sure that there are dry bean stock available
on the shelves in Mexico.

“NAFTA has gotten us the regime to have the
import license auction,” explains Boehm. “That
makes it easy to reduce their tariffs voluntarily.
NAFTA opened the door and created the mecha-
nism to where they could very easily just enlarge it
from the original 53,600-metric-ton auction to these
latest 100,000 amounts.”

“For dry beans, NAFTA has still been a very
good deal,” stated Dale Kuenzli, executive director
of Michigan Bean Commission.

On top of Mexican demands, the latest crop
report indicates Michigan farmers will plant 40,000
fewer acres of dry beans this spring compared to last
year, further raising bean marketing prices and add-
ing to the speculation about the dry bean market.

According to Kuenzli, farmers’ intentions to
plant has shown a decrease from 390,000 acres last
year to 350,000 acres.

“I believe with volatile grain prices and ever-
increasing values of corn, wheat and soybeans, that
we probably have lost another 25,000 acres since
the report came out,” Kuenzli explains.

Increasing bean prices may also confuse bean
growers, states Kuenzli. He attributes that more to
problems in Mexico and Latin American countries
than to planting pressures in the United States. For
example, pinto beans, one of Michigan's smaller dry
bean crops, have increased in price by almost 50
percent in the last few weeks. Black beans have also

Mexico to import more dry beans; prices begin to jump

seen a sizable increase at the elevator during the
past month, Kuenzli explains.

“Michigan black bean prices were extremely
stable for the last several months," said Boehm.
“Recently, we've seen a rise of $2 to $4 to $5 per
hundredweight, which is starting to get some inter-
est on the part of growers. I think there’s also some
realization that, with the high corn and soybean
prices, there's going to be a need to bid up prices
to get enough acreage in," he adds.

“I think most producers have already made
their decision that they're going to plant the grain,”
Kuenzli explains. “Whatever they do in beans, I
anticipate that it will bode better for them than
what it looked like a month ago.”

Over the course of the last two planting
seasons, price fluctuations have pushed bean prices
as high as $30 in 1994 to the $15 range last year,
according to Kuenzli. An average yield in '94 of
approximately 1,350 pounds per acre, compared
to 1,800 last year, he adds, contributed to the price
movement.

“Spring planting weather will have a major
influence on ultimate planted acreage,” states
Boehm. “But certainly the price run up here in the
last few weeks in dry beans, whether they're navies
or black beans, is going to make planting dry beans
a more palatable option.” &
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Tractors
among the
great safety
risks on the
farm

n spite of the safety features built into tractors,
they are among the riskier pieces of equipment
used on the farm.

“Tractors are highly related to death and injury
on farms, contributing to about 43 percent of all
fatal accidents,” says Howard Doss, Michigan State
University Extension agricultural safety specialist.

Though death by tractor can occur at any time
of the year, most accidents occur in June, July and
August, mostly because people are using tractors
more often during those months.

Doss says that rushing to get things done,
fatigue and preoccupation with other matters are
among the causes of tractor-related deaths.

Many deaths occur, however, because tractor
operators did not understand the hazards of tractor
operation and became involved in accidents that, to
them, were unexpected.

One reason that most row-Crop tractors are
risky to use is their high center of gravity. That
makes them prone to tip over even on flat ground if
the operator attempts a turn at too high a speed or
turns the steering wheel too quickly.

Using tractors for the job for which they are
intended can reduce the potential for death and
injury. Using them propery includes avoiding sud-
den, sharp turns, driving too close to ditch banks
and road edges or up or along steep slopes, and
hitching to loads too heavy for the size of the trac-
tor used, Doss says.

Also avoid starting off in low gear with a high
engine speed, engaging the engine too quickly or
accelerating quickly, especially when traveling uphill
or pulling a heavy load.

Avoid hooking a tractor to an object that isn't
meant to be pulled, such as a tree stump or a fence-
post. Essentially, if the load isn't hitched to the
three-point linkage or the object to be pulled
doesn't have wheels, it isn’t meant to be pulled by
the typical farm tractor, Doss says.

“If a tractor is put into a circumstance where
it is apt to tip over sideways or flip backward,
chances are it will go over so quickly — in about
1.5 seconds — that the operator won't have time
to react,” Doss says.

Doss says that all operators, including those
who will be working on the farm for the summer,
should familiarize themselves with the basic re-
quirements of tractor operation before the field
work schedule becomes hectic.

Among the basics are:

m Lock brake pedals together before driving at
transport speeds, such as when hauling hay or
grain,

m Restrict tractor speed according to operating
conditions. Always watch ahead for bumps,
rocks, holes, ruts or depressions that could cause
the tractor to tip sideways.

m Don't let the tractor bounce. This causes loss of
steering control, and loss of steering control can
mean a tip-over.

w Drive slowly where traction is questionable, such
as on loose gravel, rain-slicked blacktop or mud.
Ifin doub, slow down anyway.

m Match the tractor to the weight of the load to be
pulled. If you drive into a barn wall or through a
fence when trying to stop, you have proof the
load is too heavy for the tractor. Travel at safe
speeds. If the load begins to fishtail, it's probably
being pulled too fast or the hitch is not correct
for the load.

m Slow down, using both brakes, before making
turns, and turn as wide as possible to reduce
centrifugal force, which can tip a tractor over.

u Use engine braking when going downhill. If in
doubt, shift to the lowest gear possible before
starting downhill and idle the engine speed back
to slow. Do not disengage the engine while going
downbhill.

= Under no circumstances allow a rider on the
tractor. It is against federal and state law to allow
anyone under 16-years old to ride on a 20 PTO
horsepower tractor.

Statistics show that people between 25- and
64-years old have 57 percent of the tractor accidents
and that people between 5 and 24 account for 35
percent. &
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Michigan pot to gro wers control Ia te blight

decade can make a great difference. In

the mid-1980s, potato acres in Michi-

gan had fallen to an estimated 40,000
when processing plant closings forced growers to
plant different crops. Today, the picture appears
very different. New processing plants have sparked
a sharp increase in potato acreage. Almost 80,000
acres were planted to potatoes in 1995. Unfortu-
nately, there has been another increase that makes
growers less enthusiastic — late blight.

“Late blight incidence reached a peak in 1994,"
says Don Smucker, Extension agent for Montcalm
County. “Nearly every grower in the county was af-
fected. Yields were down as growers had to kill many
fields in late August to control the disease.”

“Late blight blindsided us in 1994,” confirms
Dr. Mel Lacy, (recently retired) plant pathologist at
Michigan State University (MSU). “The potential for
disease had us concerned heading into 1995, but
we were much better prepared. Our off-season
educational efforts paid dividends. Although the
conditions were very conducive for disease, grow-
ers in all four potato-growing regions where late
blight occurred (Montcalm, Presque Isle, Bay and
St. Joseph counties) kept it in check.”

Lacy adds that the newer A2/US 8 late blight
genotype brings new challenges to Michigan grow-
ers. However, as the disease changes, so must grow-
ers. They have to adjust their programs accordingly.

Growers must still pay attention to cultural
practices — seed selection, rotation and destruction
of cull piles. Lacy says growers really have to pay
attention to some other practices because late blight
can begin anywhere from weeds in the field edges to
culls swept up in rock piles. He also reminds growers
that buying certified seed does not necessarily en-
sure that it is completely free of late blight.

“Certified seed guidelines allow a 1-percent
infection of late blight, which is enough to start
trouble,” Lacy warns. “Growers should make sure
they have a solid relationship with their seed pro-
ducers to ensure that the seed they buy is clean.”

However, the biggest adaptations must be
made to fungicide programs. “Growers have
learned that they must spray fungicides early and
often,” says Smucker. “We shortened spray intervals

Typical late blight stem lesion.

to five days when the disease conditions were most
severe as indicated by blight forecasting programs.
We also encouraged growers to do everything possi-
ble to ensure complete spray coverage. This strate-
gy worked. Of the 14,000 acres in Montcalm County,
we had only 10 late blight findings — usually on the
edges of fields or near irrigation pivots where spray
coverage was inadequate.”

Bob Walther grows 4,000 acres of potatoes for
chipping and french fries near Clio, Mich. His late
blight philosophy is simple — prevent the disease
from getting a hold. His plan, however, takes com-
mitment. He grows his own seed to make sure he is
planting clean seed, maintains his rotation and
makes sure all the culls are destroyed.

Walther has beefed up his spray program, too.
He applies protectant fungicides (Bravo® EBDCs,
coppers) on a five- to seven-day interval. He also
makes two applications of Ridomil®MZ72 to control
storage rots (Pythium leak, pink rot) and to help
with late blight control.

“You can't cut corners with your fungicide
program,” Walther cautions. “Late blight is a major
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Typical late blight leaf lesion.

challenge to the industry, but with proper attention
it can be controlled. Last year, we continually took
samples but found no disease incidence. Our com-
mitment to prevention was the key.”

Ciba Crop Protection’s Plant Pathologist Dr.
Bobby Bassi says, with the new Phytophthora
strains, growers can't wait until they see late blight
develop and expect to eliminate it. “Studies show
that preventive use of Ridomil/Prepacks plus pro-
tectant fungicides is very effective,” he says. “When
alternated with protectant fungicides, metalaxyl
(the active ingredient in Ridomil) works to stop late
blight. But applications have to begin before infec-
tion — when foliage uniformly meets within the row
across the field.”

Dr. Marty Wiglesworth, Ciba research spedial-
ist, conducted two Ridomil/Prepack trials in Michi-
gan in 1994 in the presence of the A-2 late blight
strains. Those trials show 90-percent control, with a
20-percent increase in yield vs. protectants alone.

Bassi says that additional tests in Wisconsin,
Minnesota, New York and Florida, in areas where
the A-2 strain was present, confirm that the preven-
tive, additive effect of both fungicides (metalaxyl
and protectants) also leads to yield increases, delays
disease onset and reduces disease severity.

Growers should not expect late blight to go
away anytime soon. But heading into next season,
there seems to be reason for optimism. Smucker
says that seed-producing areas have not experi-
enced as much late blight in 1995, so incoming seed
should be cleaner. Plus, with continued good con-
trol programs, there should be less inoculum left-
over from 1995.

“We learned a lot the past few seasons,” says
Smucker. “Last year we learned that late blight can
be managed. There are many practices and prod-
ucts that growers can implement to curb the late
blight outbreak. That should give growers the confi-
dence they need for next season.” &

Late blight a

serious problem
by Eric Fischer
Ithough it is different from the organism that
caused the Irish potato famine nearly 150
years ago, late blight is a tremendous problem in
the U.S. potato industry.

The main culprit is the US 8, or A2 strain that
has been traced to Central Mexico, and it is thought
to have spread through the trade of seed potatoes
between countries. It has inundated nearly every
state in the past three years and caused severe out-
breaks of late blight. The strain has become so pow-
erful that the principal pesticide used for control of
late blight in the past — Metalax] —is no longer effec-
tive, and new methods of control must be explored.

To explore these new methods, the Michigan
Potato Commission called upon Michigan State
University to bring an assistant visiting professor to
focus specifically on late blight.

Dr. William Kirk, a potato specialist from Scot-
land, was hired to research potato late blight man-
agement procedures. By using money generated by
the Michigan Potato Commission and various chem-
ical companies, he has researched several tech-
niques by using fungicide and variety trials.

According to Kirk, effective chemical control
doesn't simply rest on the amount that’s applied.
“The answer to effective control lies in the timing
and method of application of existing chemistries,”
he said. “Generally, late blight infections begin in
areas of the crop that are underprotected, due to
poor chemical application.”

Kirk expects that genetics may someday play a
role in resistance to late blight, but success hasn't
been seen as of yet. “Major gene and horizontal
resistance breeding techniques are under question
at the moment as neither method has successfully
produced marketable varieties with durable resis-
tance against late blight,” he explained.

Ben Kudwa, Executive Director of the Michi-
gan Potato Commission, feels that many producers
will be forced to exercise stricter management tech-
niques. “We are going to see growers using better
management techniques, such as taking care of cull
piles and volunteer plants in the field that would
normally just be allowed to grow,” he said. “Simply
put, old management techniques are being resur-
rected and re-looked at in order to control the
source of the inoculum.”

Kirk feels that in order for operations to sur-
vive, producers must be open to change. “Efficien-
¢y, mechanization, increased labor costs, and socio-
logical and other economic pressures have led
many potato production units to be rigid and resis-
tant to change,” he said. “In the longer term, a reas-
sessment of current crop protection techniques
may lead to an industry more able to resist the rav-
ages of nature.”

If you would like more information
concerning late blight, contact Dr. William Kirk
at (517) 353-4481. &
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by Mike Allen, Department of Animal
Science, Michigan State University

ariation in weather makes it difficult to

time alfalfa harvest for optimum quality.

Finding a window of dry weather for cut-
ting, wilting and chopping or baling forages is not
easy, particularly in the spring, If alfalfa is harvested
too early, the fiber content will be too low and the
protein content will be too high. If alfalfa is harvest-
ed too late, energy and protein contents will be low,
increasing the cost of supplements; and low fiber
digestibility may decrease energy intake

Beginning harvest at 40 percent neutral deter-
gent fiber (NDF) will give about a seven-day window
to complete harvesting, Filling horizontal silos with
layers of increasing maturity will allow harvest to
begin a little earlier at about 38 percent NDF be-
cause the layers of alfalfa are blended as the alfalfa is
removed from the silo.

Although growing degree days (GDD) is not
perfectly related to NDF content of alfalfa, it can be
used 1o help predict when to start cutting,

Using GDD, we can predict NDF content within
3 percentage units 68 percent of the time. Thus, if
vou are using GDD (base 41°F) to begin cutting alfal-
fa at 40 percent NDF, in nearly seven out of 10 years
the alfalfa will be between 37 and 43 percent NDF.

For an initial NDF content of 40 percent, start
cutting at 750 GDD, base 41°F, It will take about 220
additional GDD to reach 45 percent NDF at 970
GDD, base 41°F. If you are storing the alfalfa in a

Timing sprmg alfalfa harvest

Plan for good safety routines for farm kids

efore the planting season becomes too hectic

for some serious prevention planning, talk
with farm youngsters and take steps to minimize
their potential for injury.

“Adults can substantially reduce the child's risk
of serdous injury or death if they educate their chil-
dren about the hazards that are often associated
with farming,” says Howard Doss, Michigan State
University Extension agricultural safety specialist.

Nationally, about 300 children are killed and
24,000 are injured, about 5,000 of whom are
maimed for life by farm accidents.

Statistics show that 42 percent of the acci-
dents are caused by kids getting caught in grain
augers, 25 percent by tractor accidents, 11 percent
by power takeoff shaft entanglement and 6 percent
by getting caught in conveyor belts,

Kids are most apt to be involved in a farm
accident when they are 4 or 14.

The former age group, according to Doss, is at
risk because it is the time of their life when they are
apt to be the most mobile and inquisitive and do not
fully comprehend the hazards that surround them.

The high accident rate among 14-year-olds is
attributed to their beginning to do more adult chores
on the farm and lack of experience in risk reduction.

Doss says parents should take time now to
develop child safety plans and teach their kids how

horizontal silo or are feeding it in a diet with a high
NDF, low protein forage, start cutting at 680 GDD,
base 41°F, which corresponds to 38 percent NDE.
Growing degree days is calculated many ways.
It is important to make sure GDD is calculated us-
ing the same formula that was used to establish the
relationship for these recommendations. Average
the maximum and minimum temperature for each

to avoid accidents. He recommends the following:

m Do not allow children to ride on tractors, imple-
ments or other equipment. Extra riders can easily
tumble from equipment and fall into the path of
tires. Don't allow play on farm equipment. Pull key,
set the parking brake and lock equipment to en-
sure that children cannot accidentally start engines.

m Know where children are at all times. Do not
allow children near any operating equipment.
Establish “safety zones" from which children can
still watch but are out of the way of tractors,
implements and other equipment.

Fencing in play areas may be useful in keeping
kids out of dangerous areas.

m Give children age-appropriate chores. Children
are not small adults and they may make decisions
that put them at risk. Only a parent knows when
a child is mature enough to learn and safely han-
dle a new task. Make sure a child is competent to
do the job safely.

m Make sure children receive safety training before
the onset of each new farm-related activity. Teach
children that the safe way is the only way and
reinforce safety each time a child does the task.
Children learn their ABCs by hearing them spo-
ken repeatedly. Take this same “over and over”
approach to teaching farm safety and remember
that setting a good example is the best teaching

m Train children during low- or non-production

m Supervision of youth in farm work activities is

m Inspect the farm for safety hazards. Get down on

be negative and the number should not be included
in the sum.

The growing degree days calculated in the
weekly MSU Extension Crop Advisory Team Alert
cannot be used at this time. Even though one uses a
base temperature of 42°F, it is calculated using a
different method, and there is no way to convert
growing degree days calculated by one method to
another.

For increased accuracy, it is best to measure
the minimum and maximum temperatures as close
to the alfalfa field as possible. You can use an inex-
pensive minimum/maximum thermometer and
read it every day, or you can purchase a datalogger
that records temperature automatically.

When the weekly GDD accumulation reaches
around 550, begin measuring it on the farm daily
until the correct growing degree days is reached. If
you choose to use this method, remember that it
isn't perfect, but it is probably better than what you
have used in the past.

Predicting alfalfa NDF using this simple meth-
od should be avoided when there is inadequate soil
moisture during the growing season because grow-
ing degree days accumulate with little or no re-
sponse in plant growth. Because of this, growing
degree days is highly related to quality only for
spring harvest alfalfa with adequate rainfall and not
for subsequent cuttings. &

day (24-hour period) beginning March 1, subtract
the base temperature (41°F) and sum the growing
degrees for all days that have positive numbers.

For example, if the maximum and minimum
temperatures for one day are 75°F and 39°F, respec-
tively, the average is 57 (75+39/2) and the growing
degrees for this day are 16 (57-41). If the average is
less than the base temperature, the difference will

ike thieves in the night, cutworms feed on

corn plants mostly after dark. Failure to spot
the early signs of damage can mean severe losses
later. Clean fields are less likely to experience cut-
ting than fields that were weedy when tilled or
planted. Watch for moth flights, and note the num-
ber of growing degree days (GDD). About 300 (base
50) GDD after a flight, scout fields for damage. Be-
gin looking for extremely small holes in leaves. If
you don't have moth flight information, start check-
ing plants as soon as they emerge. As the larvae
grow, they will cut the plant close to the soil surface
and cause wilting and death. A rescue treatment
may be needed, especially to control younger, ac-
tively feeding larvae. Young larvae can feed on
plants for several days and cause extensive damage
before they pupate and become adult moths &

tool a parent has.

activities. Don't try to train a youth on a new job

when there is pressure to complete a task on

time. Wait until the work schedule allows time

for a thorough training period so emphasis can

be placed on a positive learning experience.

Taking time for proper training allows the

parent time to tell the child how to do the job, and-
demonstrate the skills needed, and gives the parent
an opportunity to provide positive feedback on the
youth's performance. Pointers on improving perfor-
mance and efficiency can also be offered.

critical. Part of the parent’s responsibility is to
train a child with the correct work methods and
to follow up with visual checks and supervision
aimed at encouraging the child to adopt good
safe work habits. Remember that work breaks are
important for youth as well as adults.

urple corn syndrome often occurs during a

cold, wet spring, but can be caused by several
interacting factors. Some hybrids are genetically
prone to produce more of the purple pigment an-
thocyanin. Different hybrids under equal stress may
therefore show varying amounts of purple discolor-
ation. Other factors that contribute to purpling are
deficient phosphorus levels in the plant; slow early
root growth; poor root development due to soil
compaction and cool, wet soil conditions; root inju-
ry from starter fertilizer or herbicides; and insect
feeding. A careful examination of the roots’ shape
and condition is the key to diagnosing possible
causes and remedies. @

your child’s level and look at the farm from their
perspective. For example, a tractor tire leaning
against the barn wall can fall on an unsuspecting
child. Openings between gate posts and fences
may be too small for livestock to escape but just
the right size for a child to entec @
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F arm Bureau has strong policy encouraging

members to get actively involved in the elec-

tion process on the local, state and national
level. For a variety of reasons, the election of 1996
could be pivotal for the agricultural community.

First of all, many issues of crucial importance
to farmers — such as farmland preservation and
transportation funding — may not be acted upon
until the next Legislature is elected. Second, al-
though term limits have not yet kicked in here in
Michigan (some 20 other states have also imposed
term limits over the past six years), their impact is
beginning to be felt.

“The impact of term limits will be felt this year
on the local and county level," said MFB Public Affairs
Director Al Almy. “Local officials understand that term
limits for state legislators will take effectin 1998,
opening up 80 or more seats in the state House.”

These local officials understand the implica-
tions. Today's state legislator probably began his or
her political career as a local elected official, per-
haps a township supervisor, county commissioner

Your need to get involved
in the election process

or sheriff. “So, for 1996, Farm Bureau members
ought 1o take a very hard look at who is running for
these township or county offices and be very active
in supporting who they think would be the best
candidates. Two years from now, in 1998, these
candidates may be leading contenders for state
legislative seats. I urge Community Action Group
members to take a hard look at candidates, get
involved and support those best qualified to serve
not only on the local level, but perhaps the state
level in the future,” Almy said.

There's another important reason to pay close
attention to not only local races in 1996, but legisla-
tive contests as well, according to Almy. There are
about a dozen state representatives who are not
seeking re-election this year — leaders like Paul
Hillegonds, Gary Randall and Carl Gnodtke, “Assum-
ing the candidates elected in 1996 to fill these va-
cancies will seek re-election in 1998, and having
served one two-year term already, they will have an
edge in terms of seniority and knowledge of the
legislative process and important issues,” Almy said.
“It's not at all unlikely that these so-called veterans
will be in line for committee chairmanships, maybe
even House leadership positions. The people you
elect this year may be House leaders in 1998. There-
fore, in those races for open state House seats this
vear, Farm Bureau members should go through the
same evaluation and thought process as they will do
with local races,” he said.

Term limits are not the only change affecting
the state’s political process this year. Community
Action Group members have probably heard about
the federally mandated “motor voter law,” which
will undoubtedly result in more Michigan citizens
registered to vote. But that's only half the formula.
People still have to go to polls and vote. "Automatic
voter registration is a bigger opportunity and chal-
lenge than people might think," said Almy. “The
real test is, do these newly registered people get to
the polls and vote?”

That's where farmers have an edge. *A high
percentage of farmers are not only registered, they
also reliably vote. We estimate that 75 percent or
more Farm Bureau members vote each election
year. That steadfast participation in the election
process is one of the reasons the agricultural com-
munity has been so politically effective. It's not just
voter registration — it's how you make your partici-
pation in the election cycle count. It's how many
people vote,” Almy said.

What about voting by mail? Oregon recently
received nationwide publicity for their successful
use of mail ballots during a special election to fill the
U.S. Senate seat vacated by Sen. Robert Packwood.
Is such a system a viable possibility for Michigan?

Farm Bureau policy opposes vote-by-mail
except for those who qualify for absentee ballots.
“We oppose vote-by-mail because it opens up the
opportunity for some misrepresentation and elec-

tion irregularities,” said Almy. “We think there’s
more accountability and visibility in our present
system, where people have to go to a polling place,
identify themselves and vote.”

In June, Farm Bureau will conduct its annual
Young People's Citizenship Seminar at Alma Col-
lege. Over 250 of the state’s top high school juniors
and seniors, selected and sponsored by your county
Farm Bureaus, will participate in a week of inten-
sive, motivational activities designed to encourage
their participation in the political process.

Farmers serve as role models for these young
people. Your participation in political campaigns,
your visibility in supporting “Friends of Agriculture,”
and your presence at your local polling place for the
Aug. 6 primary and the Nov. 5 general election are
crucial to your industry and community. &

Discussion Questions

1) How does involvement in election-
year politics make a difference?
2) In what ways do term limits bring
about more responsibility in state

government?

3) In what specific ways has your
Community Action Group been
active in past elections?

4) In what ways will your group be
active in the 1996 elections?

5) In what ways has your group been
active in providing input to your
county candidate evaluation process?

Farm Machinory

1038 STACK LINER WAG-
ON: Like new condition!
Priced to sell. Call 1-517-843-
6932 evenings.

ATTENTION FARMERS!
White 2-105 tractors, 2200
hours, very good. Forage
wagons, gravity wagons,
bunker ns, IHC chopper,
blower, 40" elevators, newer
patch gutter cleaner, surge
pipe line, 600 gallon bulk
tank. Complete line from trac-
tors to forks and shovels (ev-
erything except a combine)
sells, private sale, retiring
owner may help finance. 1-
616-761-3655, lonia.

CASE 1740 Uni-Loader skid
steer. Diesel. New tires, new
paint. Runs great! Has bucket
and push glade. $4750 or
best offer.

1-800-754-7107.
1-616-754-0572..

FORdSALE: FARMALL M, in
ood condition, runs great.
| evenings, 517-426—3406.
FOR SALE: N.I. 1500 gallon
liquid spreader with rebuilt
pump, $1800. Also, Fifth
wheel livestock trailer for
sale, 6 1/2'x17", $2000.

Days, 1-616-649-4851.
Evenings, 1-616-649-3074.

INTERNATIONAL 2+2, 3788.
Actual hours, 1850. Radial
tires, westemn interior.
Call 1-517-465-1343.

FORD, NEW HOLLAND frac-
tors and equipment from Sy-
mon’'s in Gaines. For 43

ears your best deal for the

ong run!
S¥mon's
1-517-271-8445, Gaines

GEHL BLOWER for sale.
Fills two silos. Three 18’
chopper wagons. 10 ton wag-
on gear, 1 year, feed convey-
ors. Nearly new! 1-616--869-
5231.

GLENCO soil furnisher, Glen-
co soil saver, auger. Interna-
tional vibra shanks, chisel
plows, wind disks, offset
disks and cultimulchers, drills,
spreaders, balers, haybines,
rakes. Large selection of till-
age and haying equipment.
Call 1-517-773-5374 after
1pm. Dan Reid.

HESTON 500, 12’ cut, self
propelled hay wind rower with
auger header. In good condi-
tion! $2500, few extra parts.

JOHN DEERE TRACTOR,
2950, cab, air, 1600 hours,
4wd, 38" tires, B5hp, sharp,
like new, one owner, with lots
of tender loving care.
1-616-772-6266.

INTERNATIONAL 9A 9' disk.
Good condition! Set of
16.9x28 duals. good condi-
tion. Call 1-810-765-4489.

JD 3430 self propelled mow-
er conditioner equipped with
cab, air, and radio with 12’
#300 twin knife head. Only
847 hours! Excellent.
$21,800. Also TSS Meyers
18' forage wagon with 15
ton heavy duty LTD gear and
14 ply tires bought new in 6
of 95. $8900. 1-616-826-
3715.

JD 7000 CORN PLANTER,
wide row, like new, with moni-
tor. NH 352 grinder mixer
with corn sheller and exten-
sion auger. Cardinal 386’
transport auger, 6". GT 54’
trans, auger, 8". Deutz DX
160 wheel assist tractor.
White 18’ transgnrt disk.
White 10 shank chisel plow.
All of the above equipment in
excellent like new condition.
Kinkeld Royal 240 speed
sprayer. JD roller packer 12'

JD 4-row cultivator.
Older gravity wagons. Or-
chard ladders, straight and
step. 1-616-674-8445,

MANURE SPREADERS:
New and used. Balzer, Better-
Bilt parts. UPS daily. Also,
grain dryers and handling
equipment.

Hamilton Distributing Co.
1-800-248-8070

JOHN DEERE 425 off set
disk. International 400 4-row
corn planter. 222" VanDale
ghugler chain. 2:0‘ Patz gucl“laet
in. Large silage cart. y
16’ silo unloader.
1-616-734-2532.

Michigan Farm Bureau presents

NEW IDEA snowblower,
Model 517, $1500. JD 116
lawn tractor, 46" deck, $1000.
Blade for Farmall Cub, $300.
1-810-727-2452.

TWO 20’ SILO Unloaders.
75' Butler feeder with Ran-
dolph bunk and roof over.
Call 1-517-584-3329.

THREE BUTLER GRAIN BINS,

NEW OAK HAY WAGON

BEDS. Any size (8x16 with 6'

back, $299). Oak truck equip-

ment or semi decking. Instal-

lation available!

Mobile Custom Saw Milling
1-313-587-8431

120" CLAY BELT LINE feed-
er. Purchased new, used one
season. Will sell complete for
half price. Call 1-517-869-
2685 or 1-517-869-2440, Ask
for Tom.

ORCHARD BRUSH RAKE
for sale, $250, Gillison tree
planter, $1400. John Deere

drag, 12'.
03?161&3&-4062.

MIX MILL GRAVITY fed side
discharge with bins, $1250,
OBO. Big Dutchman chicken
feeders, wide chain. Best of-
fer. 1-517-674-2763.

- Carnival games and
PRIZES FOR THE XIDS

Test drive new Dodge trucks
at the Truck Drive and Ride!

This year’s event includes
SOMETHING for EVERYONE:

» State's largest nAnBECUE

u Country music by “Last

h-h-l-b-d”-:m Ride™ until 7:30 p.m.
::s::: tomatnm  Tickets just $5 —

AVAILABLE IN

Summerfest ’96ﬂ
5 JUNE 26

1996 Young People’s

" B Citizenship Seminar

High school juniors and seniors are invited to attend this
seminar designed to teach you about our American
system. The seminar the need to be

and involved in the decisions that affect Americans
in their communities, state and nation. The program will

June 17-21

Alma College » Alma, Mich.
Don't miss out

on this great include:

opportunity! % Xayewte Spurkars

Reservation Deadline  * Political rallies, campaigns, caucuses and elections

i with students as "political “candidates”
is May 24, 1996 dcreg vg:Im party” delegates,

Call the Michigan * Rural and rban students from all over Michigan

Farm Bureau Young Students should be proud to represent their school and the
Farmer Department at Farm Bureau and be willing to discuss their
800-292-2680, ext. 3234, m groups following the seminar.

Summerfest '96

ADVANCE ONLY —

PARKING at the Summerfest site, weather permitting
In the event of inclement weather, stop by the MFEB Ag Expo tent for parking instructions.

Ticket Order Form

F

WIN PRIZES

All order forms postmarked City, i

before e 7 are eligible
for a grand prize drawing of
& WEEKEND GETAWAY &t

Grand Traverse Resort, 5

Dinner cholce: (| Bee! | Pork Mumber of tickets a1 §5 each

Mall checks payable to MiCHIGAN FARM BUREAL to:
MFB Summerfest '96 + P.O. Box 30960 + Lansing,
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Farm
Commodities

QUALITY ALFALFA and

mixed hay. Almont, Michigan.
Ferguson Farms
1-810-395-7512

Lease ﬁnanéing
for equipment
vehicles &

buildings

@ 100% tax deductible
o fixed payments
e min advance payment

2,
TEILMARK INC.
800-451-3322

CORN: High moisture, $85
per ton. Feed analysis availa-
ble.
Omega Farms
1-517-468-3366

FOR SALE: Cleaned Mancan
buck wheat. Tested 99% puri-
ty. Call 1-800-800-9548 be-
fore, 6pm. After 6pm., call 1-
616-546-3268.

MICHIGAN CERTIFIED
SEED: Newdak, Porter, Prai-
rie oats, Bowers barley. Felix
Conrad, Century 84, Vinton
81, soy beans. Chinook light
mar reds. Bayside seed,
corn, soybeans, Dairybrand
and Crystal alfalfa..
B&M Seed
1-517-463-2846

FOR CURRENT LIST of
available Angus Cattle, write:
Secretary, West Michigan An-
qus Breeders, 585 36th
Street SW, Grand Rapids, MI
49509.

LLAMAS ARE GREAT, and
now they're affordable!
These docile, intelligent ani-
mals make wonderful pets for
hiking, packing, picnicking,
pulling carts, or to just plain
enjoy. Their wool is valuable
and they also make outstand-
ing guard animals. Call for a
visit today! 1-616-677-3309.
Ron and Nancy Laferriere.
Laferriere LLamas
Marne, Michigan
Just northwest of Grand
apids)

LLAMAS: North American
Sitting Bull and Essex blood-
lines. Pet males and weaning
females. Reasonable priced!
Call for more information and
visit. 1-517-645-2719.
Miller's Liamaland
Potterville, M

LLAMAS: Your visit to our
Llama Farm is most
welcome! Learn about these
fine, easy to care for animals.
Woolly pets and halter
trained. Weanlings available.
Jack & Barbara Danly
Horton Bay Liamas
06300 Boyne City Road
Charlevoix, 1-616-582-7473

PIEDMONTESE CATTLE
Lean, tender, double mus-
cled, good calving ease.
Quality registered breeding
stock. Also available embryos
and semen.

Redbird Farms
Lapeer, Michigan
1-810-667-7.

PUREBRED BOAR GOATS.
MichiganFlock. 612 North
Madison, Lapeer, Ml 48446.
Call 1-810-667-0169 any
time.

QUALITY ANGUS BREED-
ING STOCK. Performance
tested, Bulls semen tested.
Free delivery! Also, Border
Collie Stock Dogs. Call today.
Bordner Angus Farms
Sturgis, Ml 1-616-651-8353

ANGUS BEEF: Bulls, heifers
and cows with calves.Per-
formance tested, semen
tested. Free delivery! Call
anytime.
SH&%J?AI?&_FAHMS
1-616-868%

EXPERIENCED HEIFER GROWER
willing to custom raise heifers
and return as springers. 400-

500 head ca| £
1-616-793-7338.

JOIN THE NEW Livestock:
EMU chicks and coming 2
ear olds.
| 1-810-378-5471.

|

“Designing for Growth”

Complete Farm System

« Grain Bins
» GSITop Dry

; Milwright Services
= Dryer Repair & Services
Johnson System, Inc.
Marshall, M

616-781-9000

REGISTERED LIMOUSIN
BULLS, breeding age. Also
Limousin hereford cross bulls
and heifers, breeding age.
J & L Cattle Farm
Evenings, 1-517-864-3611

REGISTERED POLLED
Hereford b:eedtngh :(?a bulis,
heifers. Also A-1 heifers and
::ows.h?;lrjky Banner blood-
ines. performance test-
ed. Call
Rye Hereford Farm
517-734-3005

REGISTERED POLLED Hereford

bulls and females, 400-550
ound feeder calves. Wells
olled Herefords, Grand Rap-

ids, MI.

1-616-453-2570.

REGISTERED SCOTTISH
HIGHLAND CATTLE, breed-
ing stock and semen for sale.
Visitors welcome! Call 1.517.
543-7979 eveniws or week-
ends. Charlotte, Michigan.

Rocky Mountain Elk:
Livestock of the Future. TB
accredited herd. Animals of
all ages! Traverse City, Michi-

gan.
lm'p-erlll Elk Ranch
-616-946-5922

SCHNEIDER FARMS, Angus,
since 1934,
1-616-947-8098.

TEXAS LONGHOANS:
Quality registered breeding
stock available. Call 1-616-
676-1462 days or weekends.
Ada, Michigan.

TEXAS LONGHORNS: The
easy to raise cattle! Bulls,
steers, heifers, and bred
cows for sale. Stock for pen-
ning and for purebred breed-
ing.
Diamond 6 Ranch
1-616-642-9042

TRADE (like for like), or sell,
registered Simmental Bull.
Seven to choose from! Cows
and heifers for sale.

Call 1-517-689-4696.

FACTORY CLEARANCE

INVENTORY MUST BE 50LD!

STEEL

25230 (2 wf)  40xSO (1 o) SOx100 (1 bef)
30u40 () left)  AZuSd (2 b))

UP TO 40% OFF!!
20 YEAR WARRANTY
American Steel Arch Inc.
FACTORY DIRECT

1-800-942-1234

FREE CATALOG-WHOLE-
SALE prices broiler and pedi-
gree laying chicks, turkeys,
ducks, guineas, goslings.
Reich Poultry Farms, Mar-
ietta, PA 17547. Call 1-717-
426-3411.

AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD
registered pups. Born 3-29-
96, out of working parents.
Five males, four females.
Have blue merles, tri-color
merles and black. Call eve-
nings. 1-616-979-4540.

ARABIAN STALLION at
stud. Straight Egyptian. Al
Khamsa. C i igree,
breeders sweepstake, futuri-
ties, terms, reasonable. Free
marketing/showing assis-
tance for offspring. Fillies for
sale. 1-616-793-7957.

Place your
Michigan
Farm News
classified ad
Today!

For Details Call:

1-800-968-3129

AUTO TECH: 2nd shift, must
be state certified, have own
tools,, excellent references.
Call 1-616-754-0950, The Auto
Clinic of Greenville.

CHRISTMAS AROUND THE
WORLD now hiring supervi-
sors for new fall line. Free
$300 sample kit, free mer-
chandise, great commission,
flexible hours. Call Jan toll
free, 1-888-500-6621, pin
number 1753.

EXPERIENCED Michigan ag-
ribusiness attorneys with farm
backgrounds. Knowledge and
experience in all farm areas;
restructure, stray voltage,
bankruptcy, estate planning.
EAST SIDE: Thomas J. B
zynski, 43777 Grosebeck
Highway, Mt. Clemens, Michi-
gan. 48036. 1-800-463-5253,
WEST SIDE: Robert A. Stani-
ha, 40 West Sheridan, Fre-
mont, Michigan, 49412. 1-616-
924-3760.

SAVE MONEY
Recycle your diesel and in-
dustrial air intake filters using
the Sonic Dry Clean System.
No liquids or detergents
used. 50% savings over new
filters.

Recycle Now, Inc.
Holland, MI
1-616-396-7724
616-396-8102, Fax

KOUTZ BARN PAINT & RE-
PAIR: Now with 100" boom
truck Now doing grain dryers,

steel roof repairs and high
buildings.
1-517-681-3110,

517-463-1029.

METAL ROOF COATINGS:
Heavy fibered or white roof
coatings. H.J. Butcin. Call
anytime, early or late.
1-517-777-9815.

MOBILE WELDING: 20 mile
radius of Swartz creek. MIG,
TIG and ARC available. 30
year journeyman. 1-810-655-
8841. No job to big or to

smalll
-
-
‘-
FARM BUREAU TRAVEL
OF MICHIGAN

Providing Michigan
Farm Bureau members
with the specialized
service you deserve.

u Airline Tickets

» Tour Packages

u Cruises

u Hotel Reservations
» Car Rentals

u Amtrak

Monday-Friday,
8a.m.—-4:30 p.m.

Call 800-292-2693

ALL ABOUT HERBS: Grow-
ing, marketing, cooking, dec-
orating, medicinal. Free infor-
mation. Send L.S.A.S.E. to:
Herbs, Dept. E

1910 Choctimar

Fort Wayne, IN 46808,

80 ACRES, ROLLING HILLS, Me-
costa County, (about 28
acres wooded, 42 acres tilla-
ble), older 2+ bedroom
house, sturdy barn, cash
$85,500. 1-616-924-6083,
Mon.-Sat.

DAIRY SETUP-94 ACRES
located just outside of Bad
Ax. This farm has a very nice
3-bedroom homfr:é qﬁﬂ?a 12
milking parlor, m,
loaﬂrrn'g bam and much, much
more. This setup be pur-
chased with or without the
cows. Call Bud Leigh Realty
at 1-800-638-6476 for more
information.

m
- |
- = .=~ - D S . .-

-fWén

General

HUNTING LEASE WANTED:
Ethical and responsible bow
hunter wishes to lease hunt-
ing rights to southern Michi-
gan farm on your terms, ref-
erences available. Call John,
1-313-791-0259.

WANTED: Farms and land
throughout Michigan, agricul-
tural and recreational. Large
arcels preferred. We have
ers! Call
Faust Real Estate
Adrian, 1-517-263-866

F'{I] Hﬂ!ﬂﬂli-z.

i i
W]

HERITAGE

BUILDING SYSTEMS

800-643-5555
BUILD IT YOURSELF AND SAVE
2414010 s S40T3

Ix40x10.. §5.263
0x60xI12.. S8.007
S0x75%12 . 511,189
60X 100x12, S16,515
150 X 200 £ 14 (M) ovinese e STTONS

g g,
g
1¢ with En%ﬁﬁ"ﬁ@r

s iy

Jialiy
Component arts.
Mini Warehouse Sale
$9,999

htrdmeralbldg. oclnet

ALLEGAN ANTIQUE MAR-
KET: Sunday, May 26. Bring
the family and view 300 ex-
hibitors. Food, picnic areas.
Show rain or shine~ 7:30am-
4:30pm. Free parking. $3 ad-
mission. At the fairgrounds
right in Allegan, Michigan.

FISH FOR STOCKING: Giant
Hybrid Bluegills, Rainbow
Trout, Walleye, Largemouth
Bass, Smallmouth Bass,
Channel Catfish, Perch, Fat-
head Minnows. Laggis’ Fish
garm, Inc., 0893& 35th
treet, Gobles, Michigan.

1-616-628-2056.
Evenings, 1-616-624-6215.

FLY CONTROL: Safe, effec-
tive, no chemicals. Prevent
flies from hatching. Informa-
tion prices, call or write: Use-
ful Farm ltems, 3540 76th,
Caledonia, Ml 49316.
1-800-635-5262.

HARDY OUTSIDE
'O0D FURNACE
World's#1 seller. Stainless
steel construction. Heats
home, hot water tank, pools.
Eliminates fire danger. 10
year warranty! Dealerships
available. 1-800-743-5883.
Jamboree Acres

Mineral Owners Gas/Oil: In-
vestor interested in purchas-
ing, producing royalty income
for immediate cash. Prefer
Antrim gas. Other formations
considered. Call Jay, 1-800-
968-7645.

MSU SPORTS FANS!
Subscribe to Spartan Maga-
zine, your source for Michi-
%arn State Sports! 18 issues

only $32.95, Call
1-800-732-6532.
The Spartan

PROFESSIONAL CATTLE
hoof trimming: Statewide!
Over 14 years experience.
Prices start at $6. Call
Norman Beale
1-616-775-0488

SAVE 75% ON WORK
CLOTHES! Good, clean, re-
avcled in very best quality.
oney back guarantee. Free
brochure
Suntex Recycli
Toll Free, 1-800-905'-%025

24 hours-7 days.

FAMILY BUSINESS
Southwest Michigan
profitable grain elevator.
Area of successful farms.
Good business for
ambitious family. Michigan
Real Estate Services,
Larry Cole (616) 384-5151
or (616) 649-3392.

STRAW CHOPPERS: We re-
build and balance. Some ex-
changes. We stock chopﬁar
parts. ENGINE REBUILDING
our specialty. Auto-Truck-
Tractor-Antique-Continental-
Kohler-Onan-Wisconsin en-

ne ;
gla years of service!
HART'S AUTO PARTS
Cecll, OH 1-419-399-4777

TV ANTENNAS dirt cheap!
Save a bundle on Channel
Master and Winegard anten-
nas and accessories, For a
free catalog, call 1-800-528-
9984 (This is a corrected

number).
W’Smnnlm Sales

GUN CLEARANCE
Inven reduction of all fire-
arms! Pistols, rifles, shot-
guns, knives, and ammao. All

WEST MICHIGAN BARN
RESTORATION. We repair
or replace foundations of all
kinds. Roofs, floors, beams,

priced to selll sidewalks and doors. Struc-
Contact: Gardner’s Guns at tural straightening and paint-
1-616-754-9800. ing. No Sunday calls.
(Permits required) 1-616-924-4151,

3 Place your ad for 6

months, get phone
‘ number or name inred.
Place your ad for 1
year, get phone number
or name inred and also

save

; 1-800-968-3129
for det'aills

-y Wt e

$1.00 per ad.
Call

et )

-
1e
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‘Wanted to E : Deadline for next issue is May 22, 1996 :
s youme et |
h EEEeETa - -
e coamaers vt | = Call1-800-968-3129 to Place Your @D 1
rain . L .
Ef ) ! St Classified Ad Today! |
SOFTWOOD WANTED: 1 or use the coupon below and mail or fax your i
Sawlogs and pulpwood. ot A A
White, Red, Jack, Austrian | classified ad to Michigan Farm News |
and Scotch pines. Also, Bal-
Eam, Spl{uc&ha{ld#emlock‘ I I
specially v ite Fine s:aw- - .
oo, e, oo : Buy Line/Daily News FAX: :
em Iim a .
D 151 7-358.9758 I P.O. Box 6, Stanton, M| 48888 1-517-831-5063 I
for pricing and specifications. I l
., I Classified Ad Codes i
S e ) :
m?awc"ﬂan' we'can help. | 1. F Machine 10. Work Wanted 20. Wanted To Buy i
sglﬁggmgef‘eggrbﬁon - . Fam c ry N .
]21233&;‘;‘33' | 2. Livestock Equipment 11. Agricultural Services 21, Speclal Events :
: 3J. Farm Commodities 12. Business Services 22. Recreatlon I
A & ooy i 4. Sceds 13. Buslness Opportunitles 23. Financing |
der or diesel. Also a Massey
ol R, g ! 5. Livestock 14. Real Estate 24. Inveslors Wanted. |
| 6. Poultry 15. Real Estate Wanted 25. Bulldings I
%ﬂ?g%ﬂgg%aﬁﬂi : 7. Dogs and Puppies 16. Estate Sales 26. Lawn And Garden :
all, 1-517—“5?3-3%20 e l 8. Ponies/Horses 17. Auclions 27. Announcements I
WANTED T0 BUY: Sianding i 9. Help Wanted 18. Antiques/Collectibles 28. To Give Away I
e O H. Rehkopf i 19. General 29, Vehicles i
B o : N Phone () :
ame )
- I
o | Address :
types. Cash in advance!
1-5178;‘5:}.‘5'6% ::Ikd f‘Clr Tim. I Y ” l
Lumber Mill, inc. City Stale Zip
St. Johns, Mi i :
iR o = Classified Ad Code Requested Number of Issues
num irrigation tubing. Buy, I I
Sell o T Rain Gontrol 1 Desired Insertion Date(s): |
1-800-339-9350 I I
WANTED: Oid motorcycies, | Method of Payment !
hioes, 1965 and olaor can | . b i
0D at 1-517-876.0583. i Check $ (payable to Michigan Farm News Classified) I
oot bagomsy i Visa Card Number Exp. Date - I
s, ke e hores | '
Call 1-617-087-5180, | Master Card Number Exp. Dale =
: Classified Rates - $8 for up to 24 words - 30 cents each additional word i
| "Write your ad here, including phone number and area code |
i 1 2 3 4 ;
HUNTING LAND FOR 1 i
LEASE: Archa% Deer Sea-
son, 60 acres. Call for rates l 5 6 7 8 l
and map. Alcona County. Call
1--517-724-5538 anytime. i Y {
i 9 10 1 12 1
| i
13 14 15 16
i |
I 17 18 19 20 j
G o1t now raofeet cee |
ever! FNAC. 1-0&879—'524. I 21 22 23 24 l
! f
28
y 25 26 27 I
l 29 30 3 32 }
SERVICES i !
All types of agricultural, com- | 33 34 35 36 §
mercial, residential construc-
ton. Sige, bricks o stcks. Li- | |
censed nsur cer-
ted ongincers l Circulation over 46,000 in State of Michigan. I
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Yellow nutsedge finally meets ltS match

Ample rainfall last year was a mixed

blessing for Mark Vanderhyde.

T he rain resulted in excellent corn yields.
But, like a lot of Michigan farmers, it meant
that Vanderhyde was faced with his worst-

ever infestation of yellow nutsedge, a weed that

thrives in wet soils. The population of the perennial
weed, which had been building in recent years,

exploded in 1995.

“The yellow nutsedge was pretty severe,” re-
calls Vanderhyde, who farms near Spanta. “In past
years, it was just in the low spots. But last year,
when I was scouting, it had spread throughout the
field in several cases.”

Like many perennial weeds, yellow nut-
sedge is difficult to control because of its
extensive underground root system, and
because it grows from underground tubers.

Based on past experience, Vanderhyde
figured he was in for a battle just to keep the weed
suppressed.

Instead, he was able to get almost complete
control of the weed with Permit®, a postemergence
herbicide introduced by Monsanto Co. in 1995. The
herbicide primarily controls a wide range of broad-

leaf weeds, including velvetleaf, cocklebur and com-

mon ragweed. It has the added benefit of handling
yellow nutsedge.

“Nothing has been very effective on nutsedge
in the past,” says Vanderhyde. “Permit did an excel-
lent job. When we chopped the corn, the yellow
nutsedge was dead. Permit did a good job on vel-
vetleaf, too.”

Vanderhyde's experience with Permit was
mirrored in Michigan State University (MSU) re-
search last year.

A single application of the herbicide con-
trolled 83 to 84 percent of yellow nutsedge in MSU
trials in 1995. The next best postemergence herbi-
cide provided about 50 percent control.

“Control from Permit on yellow nutsedge was
impressive,” says Jim Kells, MSU Extension weed
scientist. “It is clearly the strongest herbicide for
yellow nutsedge in corn. Permit will become the
product of choice for nutsedge in corn.”

Adds Allen Pung, of Clarksville Elevator,
Clarksville, Mich.: “It's the best thing I've seen on

yellow nutsedge.
“When we sprayed some of it several years

ago under an Experimental Use Permit (EUP), we
knew we were onto something,” he says. “The fol-
lowing year we noticed a lot less nutsedge. Permit
gets down in the nutlets and kills them.”

Based on proliferation of the weed in recent
years, the herbicide could get a good test in 1996.
Infestations of the weed havebeen worsening because
of the relatively wet conditions prevalent in many
parts of the state the past few years, explains Kells,

“Last year was a big year for yellow nutsedge,
and the year before it was a big problem, too,” he
says. “It's a serious weed in the state. I think we're
going to have lots of nutsedge in 1996.

Like many perennials, yellow nutsedge is diffi-
cult to control because of its extensive root system
and its ability to reproduce vegetatively under the
soil surface.

The weed, which is grass-like in appearance, is
not actually a grass, says Kells. Stems grow erect and
are solid, with a triangular cross section. Leaves are
yellowish green and narrow, They appear to grow
from three sides of the stem when viewed from
above. The plant, which can reach a height of 8 to 24
inches, produces seeds, but normally they are sterile.

The plant grows from tiny tubers, or nutlets,
Control with tillage can be difficult, since the nutlets
are found 4 to 6 inches beneath the soil surface. In

G()od beans are the product of good
management, not magic. One of the best tools
you can use to produce an outstanding crop is
EPTAM? herbicide. It provides an unbeatable
foundation for a good weed control program by
eliminating more than 40 troublesome weeds.
Plus EPTAM makes a great tankmix partner for
an even broader spectrum of protection.

And, for a cleaner and faster harvest, depend
on GRAMOXONE® EXTRA herbicide to burn

Your name doesnt have
to be Jack and you don'

need magical beans to have
a spectacular crop.

your beans.

©1994. Zeneca Inc. A businen unit of Zeneca Inc. EPTAM® and GRAMOXONE® are trademarks of 3 Zeneca Group Company.
zENEcA Ag Products Grmoxone Extra b a restricted use pesticade. Always read and follow label directions « carefully

down any late-germinating weeds and dry down
This year, don't trust your beans to fairy tale

claims, depend on products that are proven to
perform— EPTAM and GRAMOXONE EXTRA.

Eptam

The Start of Something Big.

Gramaone

04-1571-006

Mark Vanderhyde, Sparta, Mich., holds

the remains of a yellow nutsedge plant
that was controlled with Permit, a new
postemergence corn herbicide. Vanderhyde
says the herbicide also handled velvetleaf
and was safe to the crop.

fact, under wet conditions, tillage can actually help
spread the weed within a field, says Kells.

Assingle yellow nutsedge plant is capable of
producing over 100 nutlets from which new plants
can grow. 5o, populations can grow rapidly and
reduce crop yields substantially, says Kells.

After fighting the weed for years, Vanderhyde
says he’s glad to have found a solution.

“We had used atrazine and oil or Basagran®
in the past, but nothing worked very well,” he says.
“The corn was knee-high or better when we
sprayed the Permit, and it was extremely safe to the
corn. I like its ease of handling with water-soluble
packaging, too.”

Permit® is a registered trademark of, and used under license

!mm leun Chemical Induums Inc

®isa k of BASF.

Practice safety to reduce

manure pit hazards
pring is the time of year when many farmstead
livestock waste pits are emptied, and a note of
caution is warranted, says a Michigan State Universi-
ty agricultural safety specialist.

Howard J. Doss says that gases, commonly
found in manure pits, including hydrogen sulfide,
ammonia, carbon dioxide and methane, pose a
major risk to humans and livestock.

Manure pit gases are classified a suffocants.
They either deplete or displace oxygen. When suffi-
cently concentrated in a confined area, such as a
manure pit, these gases can kill an unprotected
person by suffocation in seconds.

Manure pits are dangerous because the gases
tend to hover near the surface of the manure when
it is agitated prior to pumping, Moreover, the gases
can linger in lethal concentrations in the pit after it
is partially or completely emptied.

Manure pits should not be pumped when
winds are calm. If possible, time the manure pump-
ing with the advent of a windy, high-pressure weath-
er system, which tends to bring moderate to brisk
winds to the area that will help dissipate the gases.

If the pit is near or beneath a livestock struc-
ture, make sure that animals and humans are out of
and away from the structure and the pit before
agitation of the manure is started.

If mechanical ventilation is used in a livestock
building that contains a manure pit, make sure
backup power is available in case of an electric pow-
er failure. Also have a plan for equipment backup if
any part of the ventilating system fails.

Do not allow open flame or smoking in the
vicinity of the manure pit as it is being agitated and
pumped. Methane gas, one of the byproducts of
decomposing manure, can be highly explosive un-
der certain conditions.

Do not enter a manure pit, even if there is a
mechanical failure. It is best to call the equipment
dealer who should have service representatives
trained and properly equipped to correct the prob-
lem. The equipment should be removed from the
pit if repairs are required.

No one should enter a manure pit without wear-
ing a self-contained breathing apparatus and a lifeline
and harness with adequate retrieval equipment (hoist,
body harness, lifting tripod, lifelines, etc.)

There must be enough people available to
make a rescue if something goes wrong, The rescue
people should be equipped with a complete self-
contained breathing apparatus and trained in res-
cue procedures.

Farm managers should remember that em-
ployees who are not family members are covered by
the confined spaces regulations that are part of the
Michigan Safety and Health Act. A copy of the regu-
lations is available from the Michigan Department of
Labor. &

Y
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