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percent or the rate of inflation, whichever is
less, until the property is sold.

•An 80 percent reduction in school operat-
ing millage.

• Cut most homestead and farmland
school op~rating millage to 6 mills from a
current statewide average of 34 mills.

• Reduce the state income tax from 4.6
percent to 4.4 percent.

• Increase the sales tax from 4 percent to
6 percent. The food, medicine and farm input
exemptions would be retained.

• Create a 2 percent real estate transfer fee
tax beginning Jan. 1, 1995 - March 31, 1995.
Beginning on April 1, 1995, the rate would
decline to 3/4 of 1 percent.

"With Proposal-A, farmers will pay sig-
nificantly less total taxes, with the typical farm
saving $4,000 in state taxes per year," said
Nelson. "Proposal-A also provides for a cap
on assessments to 5 percent or the rate of
inflation, whichever is less, until the property
is sold. Most importantly, the success of
Proposal-A depends on the active support of
farmers and their vote on March 15."

NIidonIII Avg.

UDder the ballot plan, your income taxes will be
7~ below the natiooal average I

Ballot Proposal Provides Average Income Tax Per Person

$100

"If you don't vote, or you vote 'no' on
Proposal-A, you are, in effect, voting for the
Back-up Plan, which means your income tax
will go up to 6 percent and your property taxes
will be levied at 12 mills or 24 mills in most
cases," Nelson explained.

On the other hand, Proposal-A's six cent
sales tax, combined with a reduction in
Michigan's income tax from 4.6 percent to
4.4 percent and property tax reduction for
school operating from an average 34 mills to
6 mills would make Michigan very competi-
tive in all three tax categories, says Nelson.

"You don't need to do very much number
crunching or figuring to know where you are
today and where you would end up under
either Proposal-A or the Statutory Back-up
Plan," Nelson said. "It quickly becomes ob-
vious that you'll end up with a significant
reduction in property taxes under Proposal-A.
Michigan will also be able to capitalize on our
tourist industry's activity with the additional
2 cent sales tax."

Proposal-A would result in the following:
• Cap individual property assessments at 5

Gov. Engler explains the farmland definition agreement during a news conference.
prior to the vote on March 15, farmers can rest I for their help in ma~ing sure that farmers get
assured it will be enacted. - a fair deal," Engler said. "It's only fair that

"I'd like to thank Michigan Farm Bureau, farmers should pay the same level of taxes on
Senator Posthumus and Speaker Hillegonds all of their farmland. "

111=1
Proposal-A Farmland Definition Issue Resolved
Michigan Farm Bureau Encouraging "Yes" Vote March 15 on Proposal-A

Michigan farmers can breathe a little
easier when they cast their vote in support of
Proposal-A, thanks to a last minute agreement
reached between Gov. John Engler, Michigan
Farm Bureau (MFB) and le~islative leaders to
clarify the definition of agncultural property.

Under the agreement, the definition of
farmland will follow the guidelines of
P.A.116, the Farmland Preservation and Open
Space Act, with the farmland qualifying for
the same six mill rate as homesteads.

"This is an exciting day for farmers all
across Michigan," said MFB President Jack
Laurie. "Farm Bureau and Michigan's
agricultural industry have supported property
tax reform for years. We finally find ourselves
at a point where we can go out and aggressive-
ly campaign in favor of Proposal-A. This is
the kind of reform that allows Michigan
agriculture to be competitive with the rest of
the country."

At a Lansing news conference, Gov.
Engler, Senate Majority Leader Dick Pos-
thumus and House Speaker Paul Hillegonds
announced that they will seek the legislation
necessary to ensure that virtually all farmland
in Michigan will be taxed at the same rate as
homesteads with the passage of Proposal-A.

Calling Proposal-A an even better choice
for Michigan farmers and their families with
the new definition of farmland, Gov. Engler
said that even if the agreement isn't enacted

Ballot Question - How Do We Fund Schools?
Farmers to save an average
of $4,000 in state taxes
under Proposal-A. Not
voting means voting for
higher income tax and 12
or 24 mills on farmland.

On March 15, Michigan voters will go to
the polls in a special statewide election to
determine what type of school funding pro-
gram they prefer. While only one question
will be on the sp'ecial ballot, two options will
actually be avaIlable to voters.

If voters approve Proposal-A, then
modifications will be made to the constitution
and a number of legislative changes will take
place. If, on the other hand, citizens turn
Proposal-A down by voting no or not voting,
a second plan, referred to as the Statutory
Back-up Plan, would go into effect.

"Michigan voters need to realize that the
school funding mechanism will definitely
change on March 15 - business as usual will
be over. The way
it was is history,"
said MFB's Ron t1Ddez the ballot plan, your property taxes will be
Nelson. "The big lowC'Z than the national avcngc...by nearly 10%1
que s t ion 0 n BaIJot Proposal Provides BelowAverage Property Tax Per Person
March 15 is how
do we fund
schools in 1040

Michigan, while t830
keeping our tax t820
structure in line
with other states." .10

According to IlSOO
Nelson, there's a
common miscon- 1680
ception among t5ao
many voters that 1570
if they don't vote
on March 15, the I5eO
existing school ~
funding sources
will stay in lace.

Vote YES on Proposal-A March 15
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In this issue of the Michigan Farm News, you'll find detailed information on why approval of
Proposal-A makes extremely good sense for Michigan agriculture. But what kind of reasons
can you give your non-farm friends and neighbors for voting yes?

It appears that a light turnout of voters decided whether the ch~ckoff on sales of soy~eans
will be continued to support the resear~h ~nd market promotIon pro.g~am. A~cordmg to
Michigan ASCS reports, only 2,707 Mlch~gan farmers act~all.y participated 10 the vote,
with 1,685 casting yes votes and 830 votmg no, for contmumg the producer checkoff ..
program.

Nationwide, preliminary figures indicate that about 85,000 farmers voted! ~epres~nting
about 20 percent of the total eligible soybean growers who could have participated 10 the
Feb. 9 referendum. Local ASCS offices had until Feb. 24 to count the ballots and then report
results to their state offices by March 1. The states were to notify the USDA of their totals
between March 3-4.

"Proposal-A -
A Foundation
for Future
Prosperity"

In Brief. ..
Turnout Low in Soybean Referendum - Passes in
Michigan by 2 to 1Margin

•

t I
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For years, high property taxes have been a drag on Michigan economic growth. Proposal-A
will finally provide a significant cut in millage rates to make us more economically competitive
with farmers in other states. A robust agriculture and improved rural property values will, in
turn, be a real benefit to rural economies.

By levying a six-mill homestead property tax on nearly all farmland in the state, Proposal-A
helps lower the overall property tax burden on our farmland. The statutory backup plan, on
the other hand, provides substantially less relief by putting a 12-mill tax on the land
contiguous/adjacent to farm homes and 24-mills on the rest of the farmland.

I believe we can make a very good case for stating that the March 15 vote on Proposal-A
boils down to this question: How do we best provide for the future prosperity of not just
Michigan agriculture, but the entire state economy? Farm Bureau believes that approval of
Proposal-A is the answer. A careful analysis shows that all aspects of Proposal-A are clearly
superior to the statutory plan in providing for economic growth.

•• I.~

Chicago Board of Trade President Thomas Donovan has asked Agriculture Secretary Mike
Espy to release government reports earlier in the day to cancel out what he says is a trading
advantage to foreign exchanges .•

Donovan said Espy accepts the argument that a 7:30 a.m. release time on reporting dates
would benefit futures markets by giving U.S. traders first chance to trade on USDA futures.
U.S. traders argue that release times after markets close allow traders on foreign exchanges
to use the updated information earlier than traders on American exchanges.

Economic Advisers See Little Danger of Inflation .-The President's Council of Economic Advisers says the country's jobless rate is higher than .
it normally should be by a "significant amount." That led to its conclusion that there is little
danger that inflation will constrain economic growth in the near future, according to a
Knight-Ridder news report.

Earlier Release of USDA Reports Requested

An unofficial vote tally from other state ASCS offices indicated that 54 percent of the over
86,000 soybean fanners who voted in the National Soy~ean Chec~-off referendum, favored.,
continuation of the current check-off program, accordmg to a Umted Soybean Board news
release.

The "natural" unemployment rate is that rate to which joblessness could be reduced without
causing an increase in inflation. Laura Tyson, the administration's chief economist, says
the administration believes unemployment could fall to around 5.5 percent without trigger~.
ing a burst of inflation.

The president's economic advisers say there isn't much evidence to support contention by
some analysts that the "natural" unemployment rate has been rising in recent years. They
attribute the larger than normal pool of unemployed workers and workers who have given
up looking for jobs to the slow rate of recovery from the recession of 1990-91.

Farm Debt Up Slightly in 1993

A slight improvement in the December balance of trade over the previous month didn't ,.
keep the U.S. negative balance of trade with other countries from soaring to $115.78 billion,
the worst since the 1988 deficit of $118.5 billion, according to the Commerce Department.

For the year, slower economies abroad, particularly in Europe and Japan, put limits on U.S.
export opportunities. Even though foreign sales did reach a record high for the year, our
imports grew more than twice as fast, ballooning the trade gap.

U.S. trade imbalance with Japan hit $59.32 billion, its highest level ever. The huge gap adds'
more pressure than ever to the Clinton administration's push for more open Japanese
markets to U.S. goods and services.

Total farm debt rose to $141.4 billion in 1993, 1.5 percent higher than in the previous year
but still far below the 1984 peak, when recession racked the farm economy. Financial
institutions serving agriculture gained stability in 1993 and can look forward to continued
improvement in 1994, according to a report by the USDA's Economic Research Service.

The report said adequate credit is available for most users in agriculture, but beginning"", "
farmers are usually considered a higher risk and may have more difficulty obtaining credit. '
The decline in income experienced by some farmers in 1993, due to adverse weather, will
increase the demand this year for some types of farm loans. The department said fann
lenders are helping customers in affected areas cope with loan repayment difficulties with
"various types of loan servicing options."

The MICHIGAN FARM NEWS (ISSN:0743-9962) is published semi-monthly except in the months of November,
December, June, and J~ly wh~n only one issue is printed, as a service to regular members, by Michigan Farm
Bureau, 7373 West Saginaw Highway, lansing, M148917. Member subscription price of $1.50 included in annual
dues of Michigan Farm Bureau regular members. Additional subscription fees required for mailing Michigan Farm
Ne~ to non:~embers and outside the continental U.S.A. Second-Class Postage paid at Lansing, MI and
additional mailing offices. Letters to the editor and statewide news articles should be sent to: Editor, Michigan
Farm News, P.O. Box 30960, lansing, MI 48909-8460. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Michigan
Farm News, P.O. Box 30960, lansing, MI48909-8460. ~ '~.
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Jim ~iIIer, Colom~; ~istrict 2, Blaine VanSickle, M?rshall; District 3, Douglas Darling, Maybee; District 4, Tom
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1993 Trade Gap Worst in Five Years

The Commerce Department couldn't give much hope that the decline of the trade deficit
i~ I?~ce~ber could. be susta~ned. For one thing, it resulted almost entirely from sales of
CIVIlIanaircraft, a high value Item whose movement will not be repeated month after month.
Also, the weakness in imports was almost entirely the result of falling petroleum prices and
not a signal of decreased purchasing power, according to one analyst.

Ritchie is the author or co-author of more
than 90 scientific or technical articles, and
he has produced more than 100 Extension
bulletins and papers and hundreds of ar-
ticles for farm magazines and newspapers.

4,000 students in nine courses during his
MSU career.

He has been praised for his ability to trans-
late technical research information so that
it is equally useful to a college freshman, a
part-time farmer or a commercial cattle
producer.

He has received numerous awards, includ-
ing the MSU Extension Specialist Award,
the Outstanding Alumnus Award from
Iowa State University and the American
Society of Animal Science Extension
Specialist Award.

He was raised on a grain and livestock
operation near Albert City, Iowa. He
graduated from Iowa State University in
1957 with a bachelor's degree and com-
pleted his doctorate at MSU in 1964. He
started his MSU career as an assistant in-
structor in 1957 and became a full professor
in 1971.

Proposal-A makes sense for Michigan farmers. Proposal-A also makes sense for everyone
else in the state who is interested in economic growth. Urge your friends and neighbors to
vote "yes" on March 15. aa..c-R t~

tJack Laurie, President
Michigan Farm Bureau

Ritchie was cited as one of the world's top
authorities on beef cattle improvement. As
such, he has traveled to numerous countries
- from Europe to Australia - as a produc-
tion management consultant.

During his career, he has conducted
hundreds of Extension education programs
for Michigan beef producers and served as
an advisor to nine national livestock or-
ganizations.

The Mackinac Center found that between 1990-93, the top 10 income tax-increasing states
experienced a loss of 182,000 jobs, a 2.3 percentage point increase in unemployment and
a $613 real decline in personal income per family. In contrast, the top 10 sales tax-increasing

, states from 1990-93 experienced a net gain of 408, 000 jobs, only a modest 0.4 percent rise
in unemployment and a $1,568 real increase in personal income per family. In 1992,
according to the Mackinac Center, six of the eight states that had most recently enacted
income tax hikes experienced a "significant slowdown" in the rate of growth of personal
income.

These awards are among the highest that
the university makes in recognition of
career achievement.

He is the Department of Animal Science
Extension project leader and is responsible
for research and Extension education
programs at the Lake City Experiment Sta-
tion.

MSU Extension Beef Specialist Awarded One of
M5U's Highest Honors for Career Achievement
Harlan D. Ritchie, Michigan State Univer-
sity professor of animal science, was one of
10 given Distinguished Faculty Awards
during the annual MSU Awards Convoca-
tion, Feb. 15.

Proposal-A lowers the state income tax from 4.6 percent to 4.4 percent and increases the
sales tax from 4 percent to 6 percent. The statutory plan leaves the sales tax at its present
level but increases the state income tax from 4.6 percent to 6 percent. Admittedly, there's a
tax increase of one kind or another under both alternatives. But a study from the Mackinac
Center for Public Policy found that an income tax increase causes greater harm to a state's
economy than a sales tax increase.

His peers consider Ritchie a leader in the
movement to help producers develop faster
growing animals that produce leaner retail
beef products.

Though his appointment is in research and
Extension, Ritchie has taught more than
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~.~MORTONaa. BUILDINGS

V' 5O-year coUIII and snow-load protection
(WIth 00 w_linlt)

V' 20-year protection agMJst red rust
(iIcUIng aciI rain)

V' 10-y_ wiIHoad lI'Otection III
AUnaSteeI- ddIng doors (WIth 110
weight 1inIt)

V' 5-y_ WiIHoad protection 011 COQIIete
IIMIg (WIth 110 ..... Init)

S.B. 688, sponsored by Sen. George McManus (R-
Traverse City), would amend the Michigan Fertilizer Act
to p,rovide for the protection of groundwater in compliance
with the Groundwater and Freshwater Protection Act.

MFB has offered language to amend S.B. 688 that would
require all possible sources of nitrates be included in
programs to abate nitrate contamination. The bill would es-
tablish regional stewardship teams to address nitrate con-
tamination in the areas of greatest concern on a local level.
The regional teams would be eligible to receive funds from
the Groundwater and Freshwater Protection Fund.

The Senate Agriculture Committee reported out a sub-
stitute to the bill that deletes all reference to mandatory
rules for the use of nitrogen fertilizers. The bill now repre-
sents a proactive, preventive approach to addressing the
concerns of nitrate contamination in groundwater from fer-
tilizer and other sources.

Morton BuiI~ is leading the industry with:

>New stnIcturaJ designs
>New stnIctural capabilities
> New color combinations
> New building styles
>New exterior applications
> New interior options
> New sliding door tecmwlogy
> New gutter systems
> New infonnative video tapes
>New corrosion protection

CsI)QI' Iot3oIfIce today!
Adrian, MI (517) 263-0541

Brown City, MI (313) 346-2702
Kalkaska, MI (616) 258-2580
Rockford, MI (616)874-6400

Three Rivers, MI (616) 279-5271

MFBCONTACT
Vicki Pontz, Ext. 2046

MFBCONTACT
Howard Kelly, Ext. 2044

Workers' Disability Compensation - Exclusive Remedy
MFB POSITION Workers' compensation is an employee's exclusive
MFB policy supports r~medy.against employers for a personal injury or.occupa-
Workers' Compensation tIona~ disease. H.:f:l.~3?3,. a part of ~ packag~ of ?~lls ad-
insurance and supports the dressl~g produc~ hablhty Issues des~gned t? facIlitate the
'exclusive remedy' clause reportmg of agncultural-related aCCIdents, ~ou~d .allow
of existing law. Farm employees to file for recovery for an on-the-Job IllJury.
B~reau .stro!lgly 0{Jposes The new language would allow a lawsuit in which a per-
blll~ .dIlutlng thIS ex- sonal injury or occupational disease is caused by a defec-
cluslvlty clause. tive machine or an employer-modified piece of equip-

ment for which the employer was previously issued a cita-
tion by OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration) or MIOSHA, and failed to repair the
machine before the date of the personal injury.

Fertilizer Act Amendments

MFBPosrr/ON
MFB policy states that
programs to abate nitrate

. groundwater contamina-
tion should address all
possible sources of
nitrates including all uses
of nitrogen fertilizers,
animal maI!ure, septic sys-
tems, urban run-off,
nitrate occurring natural-
ly, etc. We, therefore, sup-
port S.B. 688 (S-3) which
includes the Farm Bureau
amendments.

H.B. 5351 is called the "sunshine in litigation act" which applies to civil actions and, in
effect, mandates that facts about any device, instrument, person, procedure, or product that
causes or is likely to cause personal injury, cannot be prohibited from disclosure.

H.B. 5355 makes it a felony for a person that allows a dangerously defective product or
device to be manufactured or distributed in Michigan. The penalty is up to five years in
prison and a $1 million fine. The definition of dangerous is any product that is "designed
or constructed in such a manner as to be dangerous ... when used in any manner for which
the product or device is intended to be used or may foreseeably be used."

• A faim designated as a specialty farm by
the Michigan Department of Agriculture,
must have produced a total agricultural in-
come of $2,000 or more in three of the last
five years.
• Any other land considered an integral part
of the farming operation.
• AIJ rented or leased land can qualify.

market conditions instead of program re-
quirements. " _..

Advance deficiency payments will be
available at sign-up, but will be required to be
repaid if producers withdraw from the pro-
gram.

0/92 provisions will apply to the 1994
program although producers will be paid at
85 percent of the normal payment acreage
unless they were prevented from planting,
which will allow payment at the 92 percent
level of previous years.

The deficiency payment program allows
enrolled producers to be paid a deficiency
payment for the difference between target
prices for certain commodities and the actual
selling price of the commodity after harvest.
This provides some stabilization for farm
producers because commodity prices tend to
fluctuate extensively depending on weather
and other unpredictable conditions.
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ASCS Announces Sign-Up Periods
and Details

The sign-up period to enroll in the 1994
deficiency payment program for wheat and
feed grains will be March 1 to April 29 at
county Agricultural Stabilization and Conser-
vation Service (ASCS) offices.

According to Jim Byrum, state executive
director of Michigan ASCS, the program
should be attractive to farm producers in 1994
for two reasons.

"First, there are no acreage reduction re-
quirements for corn, barley, oats, wheat and
grain sorghum," says Byrum, "Therefore,
producers can plant their entire base acreage
of these crops with no set-aside required and
flex crop provisions still apply."

"Producers can also withdraw from the
program after the sign-up period with no
penalty," states Byrum. "This means
producers are free to plant more crop acreage
if conditions are favorable at planting time.
This allows producers more flexibility to
choose options according to weather and

USDA Reorganization Plan Getting Attention

· 'Michigan Farm News

An alternative USDA reform proposal submitted by Rep. Charlie Stenholm (D-Tex.)
survived a House Ag Committee hearing on the department reorganization, but most other
amendments were lost, including a Farm Bureau-supported move to shift the Soil Conser-
vation Service into the newly created Farm Service Agency rather than leave it in a separate
environmental agency.

From the perspective of the Farm Bureau, SCS should not be separated from other ASCS
functions, such as cost-sharing payments for conservation practices. Farm Bureau will
continue to work for that change to be incorporated into the reorganization as it moves on
through the committee system, said Rob Nooter, an AFBF director of governmental
relations.

A couple of different plans for USDA reorganization are circulating around in committees
in Washington, with Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy's plan proposing broad categories,
headed by five under secretaries and a food safety commissioner, in charge of dispensing
department services and carrying out its other responsibilities.

Espy's plan envisions staff reductions of 7,500 by the end of this century, with larger staff
' cutbacks in Washington, D.C., than in the county offices. Several committee members say

they will not approve any cutbacks until the department's "hit list" of office closings is
available to them.

..'W Michigan Farm Bureau (517) 323-7000
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Contact your local
Clean Crop Deal.r

or call1-80G-292-2701
for addltlonallnfonnatton on

rilE ACA ADVANTAGEI

Another variable is how much of the land
prevented from being planted by flooding last
spring will have to remain idle again this year.
He presently looks for about 80 million acres
of corn and around 60 million of soybeans
being planted. That would be an increase in
com acreage of about 7 million from last year
and not much change in soybeans, compared
to 1993.

Normal yields and percentages of har-
vested acres would then turn out around 8.7 to
9 billion bushels of corn and around 2 billion
bushels of soybeans, yielding increased
stocks of bot~ but not to an alarming level.

Good sees more downside potential for
new crop com than soybeans, but he doesn't
look for any significant price decline until the
market is comfortable that 1994 crops are off
to a good start.

ACA WHEAT TEST PLOTS
1993 MICHIGAN

An ample supply of cold air remains available in far northern
sections of the continent. The northwest to southeast jet stream flow
'pattern that has transported that cold air across the Great Lakes
region will likely persist for a significant portion of March. How-
ever, indications are that it will not be as persistent or as strong as
it was during January and February.

This should result in temperatures remaining near normal over most
of the state during the next 30 days. With a weak or non-existent
storm track, precipitation for the same period is expected to be
below normal.

In the longer term, the latest National Weather Service 90-day
outlook for March through May is for near to below normal
temperatures and near normal precipitation.

It should be noted, however, that long range forecast skill in this
transitional season is less than average and that forecaster con-
fidence in this particular outlook is considered low.

INCREASE WHEAT YIELDS WITH ACAIH

•
Results Are In!

1993 grower test plots yielded an average of
5.5 more bushels of wheat per acre

wh.ere ACA was used. The highest yield
Increase was 9.2 bushels per acre!

Now is the time to treat your wheat with ACA to gain your
advantage. ACA c~n be added to, or impregnated on,

your fertilizer to boost your yields!

GET THEACA ADVANTAGE!
• Stronger more fibrous root system.
• Plants are more vigorous and productive.
• Easy and convenient to apply.
• Enhanced early spring root growth.
• Enhanced drought tolerance.
• Affordable and effective.
• Increased yields.

ROOTS TO PROFITABILITY
1'1" "/'/

Darrel Good of the University of Illinois
Cooperative Extension Service says the tight
supply of 1993 crops means that the market
will react early and often to weather
problems, real or potential. He advises
farmers to gear their marketing strategies to
take advantage of those opportunities.

Good says not all the crop acreage idled
in 1993 because of the acreage retirement
requirement and flood problems will be
planted to com and soybeans this year, but he
looks for plantings of about 140 million acres,
compared to the 132.7 million planted last
year.

The breakdown between corn and
soybeans will be decided by weather and
price advantage. He said current prices favor
com over soybeans, but a wet spring could
turn farmers in favor of the shorter growing
season re uired for beans.

3D-Day Forecast - Average Temperatures with Below Average Precipitation

Mason County Farm Bureau, Ludington

MichigM Aora!~, Okemos
MichigM Pork Producers Association,
Okemos

Michigan Sugar, Saginaw
Monitor Sugar, Bay City

Montcalm Coooly Farm Bureau, Stanton
Morton SaJt. Chicago, Illinois
Muskegon Coooly Farm Bureau,
Muskegon

Newaygo County Farm Bureau,
Newaygo

Noraoss Footwear, Inc.,
Louisvie, Kentucky

Ottawa Comly Farm Bureau, AIendaJe
PWeIi Armstrong TIe Corp.,
New Haven, Connecticut

Presque Isle Coooly Farm Bureau,
Hawks

Region VIII FFA Chapters, Benzonia

Rockford Products Corporation,
Rockford

Ruckers Wholesale, Bridgeport. Illinois
Sanborn Manufacturing Co.,
Eden Prairie, Minnesota

Sandusky FFA Chapter, Sandusky

Shiawassee Counly Soil & Water
Conservation District, 0N0ss0
ShIawassee Coooly Farm Bureau,
0N0ss0
Spartan Stores, Inc., Grand RapIds

Total Marketilg Associates,
RoRing Meadows, Illinois

Union Tools, Columbus, Ohio
U.S. Stove Company,
South Pittsford, Tennessee

USA FFA Chapter, Sebewaing

Valwine Inc., Ashland, Kentucky
Van Gilder Farms, Fowlerville

VZ Mar1cet, Webberville

WoIYerile Woridwide, Rockford
Woodstream Corporation,
Lititz, Pennsytvania

~MF1iN)
RADIO NETWORK

Normals are based on

Axe
Detroit
Escanaba
Flint
Grand Rapids
Houghton
Houghton Lake
Jackson

2/1/94
to 2/28/94

Even with a mid-month warm up that brought temperatures into
the 40s and 50s across much of the state and significantly reduced
snow cover, average temperatures for February remained below
normal, with departure ranging from two to six degrees below
normal in most areas. Minimum temperatures occasionally fell to
record low levels in the 20 to 30 below Fahrenheit range.

The record cold caused the frost line in the soil to sink as low as
eight feet below the surface in some western Upper Peninsula
locations (mainly under roads or other surfaces which were
routinely cleared of snow), resulting in extensive damage to un-
derground water and plumbing systems. Unfortunately, given the
relatively long lag time required for heat to flow downward
through the soil, these problems will likely persist for a few more
weeks before heat supplied by warmer surface temperatures con-
ducts downward.

Most overwintering crops were protected from injury by insulating
snow cover during the most intense cold, with the possible excep-
tion of some fruit crops, notably peaches and grapes.

Weather News to Provide Grain Market Opportunity
The best pricing opportunities for corn

and soybean farmers will occur this spring
during planting season and through the sum-
mer as a result of any unfavorable break in the
weather, according to a marketing specialist
with the University of Illinois.

Byron FFA Chapter, Byron

CaIloun County Farm Bureau, Marshal
Cass County Fcm Bureau, Cassopois

Central Dairy Supply, Inc., Lansilg
Century Manufadlrng Co.,
Mimeapois, Minnesota

Charlotte FFA Chapter, Charlotte
Comstock Michigan Fruit.
Rochester, New York
Contractor's EqUpment & Supplies,
Grand Rapids

Coruma FFA Chapter, Corunna
Coruma FFA A1l1rml, Coruma
Darby Creek Ag Enterprises,
Mintord Center, Ohio

Dare Products. Inc., BatlJe Creek
Deflecta.ShIeId, Strongsvile, OH

Delta Inc. of Arkansas,
Jonesboro, Arkansas
Detroit Edison Company, Detroit

ERTL Company Inc., Dyersvile, Iowa

Farmers Petroleum Cooperative Inc.,
Lansing

FENCEmaster, Jacbon

FMB F"nandaI Gr~, Holland
Fremont FFA Chapter, Fremont
Great Lakes Hybrids, Inc., Ovid

Homer FFA Chapter, Homer

Hopkins FFAAlumnl, Hopkils

Hu~d Miing Co.,
Mankato, Minnesota

Kalamazoo Coooly Farm Bureau.
Kalamazoo

KJein Fertiizers, Inc., FowIerWIe

Lansing Daiy, Inc., Lansing

Lenawee Coooly Farm Bureau, Mian

Mackenzie Seed Fcm, Breckenridge
Mar.Jo-Lo Fcms, Mason
Maremont Corporation,
Loudon, Temessee

Marshall FFA Alumni, Marshal

~ Association of FFA.
East I..ansilg

Michigan Farm Radio Network and
Michigan Farm Bureau Salute These
Organizations for Supporting the FFA.

_..cIIICAN
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Michigan and Major Commodity Area
Extended Weather Outlook
T - Temp. 3/15.....3131 3/15 .5/31
P - Preclp. T .. P T E

Michigan N B N N
W. Com Belt N B N B
E. Corn Belt N B NIB N
Wlnt. Wheat Belt A B N N
Spr. Wheat Belt A B B N
Pac. NWWheat A N A N
Delta N B N/A N
Southeast B N N N
SanJoaquin A N N N

A-Above Average, B-Below Average, N-Nor-
mal, MA-Much Above, MB-Much Below, NP-
No Preclp. Source: National Weather Office

Quality Stores, Inc., North Muskegon

Amway Corporation, Ada

Detroit Ecison Fooodation. Detroit
MABC - Select Sires, I..ansilg

MichigM Farm Bureau, Lansing
MoOSMto, Englewood

The Upjohn Company, Kalamazoo
Farm Credit Serkes, Lansing

Gerber Compmlies Fooodation, Fremont
Independent Mil< Producers,
Grand Rapids

Kropf FrUt Company, Lowel

lapeer County Coop. Inc., lapeer
Michigan Mil< Producers
Association, Novi

MichigM Rural Rehabitation Corp.,
Marshall

MID Products, Cleveland

Biggs/Gilmore Associates, Kalamazoo
Englander Stove Company,
Morvoe, Virginia

Hanson Cold Storage Co.,
Benton Harbor

Ingham County Farm EUeau, Mason
Kellogg Company, Kalamazoo
Pioneer H-Bred International, Inc.,
Johnston, Iowa
United Coatings, Inc.,
Kankakee, Illinois

WoIoha1 llI'nber, Saginaw

AgO-Fab,Inc., SuIlivan,IIinois

AlO Holstein Club, Tawas City

ABegan County Farm Bureau, ADegan

Alma FFA Chapter, Ama

Alma H9l School, Ama
Ambraco, Inc., DOOuque,lowa

American Power DistOOutors, Inc.,
Toledo, Ohio

Anderson Foundation, Maumee, Ohio

Barry Coooly Fcm Btxeau, Hastings
Bay Coooly Fcm &.eau, Bay City

BeaI City FFA Chapter, Baal City
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Market Outlook ....
DAIRY OUTLOOK

Seasonal Commodity
Price Trends

marketed in January than two years ago.
This means we are approaching being cur-
rent, but not there yet. The high weights of
market cattle also show we have a little
ways to go.

Placements in January in the seven states
were down 5 percent. But placements in the
1,000+ head feedlots were up 4 percent.
This means that placements in the smaller
lots was down 51 percent.

Placement have now been down several
months in a row; this should help cattle
price over the second half of 1994 relative
to the second half this past year. After prices
work their way up into the $75-77 range for
April-May, we should stay in the $73-75
range the second half of the year.

It should tell us if we are continuing in a
liquidation mode and how big it will be. The
live hog futures are giving us some pretty
good forward pricing opportunities now. If
the report is bullish, consider taking ad-
vantage of it.

BUSINESS.
OUTLOOK
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M-W is holding means that the average
producer pay price could hold up better this
year than was earlier predicted.

Earlier forecasts for the average gross farm
milk price (before deductions) for a range
of $12.80 to $13.10 appear solid now. The
price strength continues, the average pay
prices might average even higher.

The market is currently being driven by the
lack of quantity and quality of feed for the
northern tier dairy sector. Feed quality is an
issue in Michigan, but Michigan producers
are holding their own. New York, Wiscon-
sin and Minnesota are having real problems
with Wisconsin suffering their worst
production decline in recent memory.

As new feeds come on this summer, the
milk supply will respond. Also, the current
prices will spur milk production expansion.
Prices may moderate somewhat. However,
the decline will likely be tempered for 1994.
So far, 1994 is looking like a good year for
dairy producers.

1994 was 2 percent above a year earlier.
Total egg production was also up 2 percent
in January, but table egg production was up

. 1 percent.

During the April, May and June quarter,
egg prices are likely to be in the low 60s,
partly because Lenten demand strength will
have passed. However, some strength in the
egg product prices seems to be present.

Some moderating of egg production seems
likely by the last quarter of 1994 with the
egg-type chick hatch finally turning lower.
The January hatch was 2 percent below
January 1993. Layer-type eggs in in-
cubators on February 1 were down 14 per-
cent from a year earlier.

EGGS

Larry G. Hamm, Dept. of Agricultural
Economics, MSU
Dairy product markets are counter-
seasonally strong. That is a phase that
market forecasters use to explain why ear-
lier market predictions have not panned out.

Dairy markets are much stronger than an-
ticipated for March. On the last trading day
of February, both butter and cheese markets
strengthened. Butter prices that had been
trading below the support price rose to sup-
port levels.

However, the news in the cheese markets is
even better. Cheddar block prices increased
for the third consecutive week. Barrel
cheese jumped $.0125 cents per pound and
is now trading $.1875 above the support
price. All of this market strength bodes well
for farm pay prices.

The February Minnesota-Wisconsin (M-
W) price will not move much from its
$12.41 (3.5 percent test) level for January.
Indications are that the February M-W may,
in fact, increase slightly. Currently, the M-
W is running around $1.60 per cwt. higher
than last y~ar.

Of equal importance to producers, is that
this is the time of year when the M-W is
usually falling. Drops of $.30 to $.50 per
cwt. in the M-Ware not uncommon from
December through April. The fact that the

Last year, wholesale prices in New York for
Grade A large eggs in cartons averaged in
the mid 80s during March. This year it is
likely that prices will be in the mid to upper
70s.

Henry Larzelere, Dept. of Agricultural
Economics, MSU
Egg prices near the end of February were
almost 5 cents a dozen above a year ago .
The net for egg producers was about the
same as last year because feed ingredient
costs were 4-5 cents per dozen eggs above
February 1993.

With the egg-type chick hatch in 1993
above the previous year in almost every
month, the number of layers on February 1,

CATTLE
On Feb. 18, the USDA released the latest
7-State Cattle-On-Feed Report. It showed 1
percent more cattle on feed Feb. 1 in those
states compared to a year ago and 11 percent
more than 2 years ago. This shows that we
will have plenty of ready cattle through
most of March.

If you look at a new feature of the report,
feedlots over 1,000 head, they are 2 percent
above last year. However, 87 percent of the
cattle on feed in the seven states are fed in
lots over 1,000 head capacity. The lots
under 1,000 head in these seven states have
9 percent fewer cattle on feed.

Cattle marketed in January were up 6 per-
cent, but you need to remember last year's
problems marketing cattle in the high
Plains. Three percent fewer cattle were

HOGS

Whea~Agreement Eludes U.S.-Canada Negotiators
There ISno agreement yet on what amount of Canadian wheat should be allowed into the

United.States, ~c~ording t? Knight-Ridder News reports. USDA officials denied rumors that the
figure IS 1.7 million metnc tons. The Clinton administration has not yet made a decision on a
new offer to take to Canada.

Canadian offi~ia~s have been holding out for a cap of 2.5 million tons while the V.S. has
asked Canada to hmlt s~les ?f wheat here to 1 million tons. One U.S. trad~ official expressed
hope that th~ two countnes WIllreach agreement soon on a whole range of trade issues, including
the ~heat dispute. V.S. wheat grov.:er~have been pressuring Canada to Iimit its export of wheat
to thiScountry or suffer other retalIatIOnbecause of unfair pricing practices.

Be watching for the next quarterly USDA
Hogs and Pigs Report to be released on
March 25. Hog slaughter has run below
expectations for the entire last quarter, al-
though weights are up some.

--?Wheat-"

Corn

Soybeans

Hogs

Cattle

The other question is how much of last
year's 10 percent set-aside will come back
in with this year's 0 percent set-aside re-
quirement.

The other report is the second quarterly
Stocks Report. The USDA has projected
1993-94 corn feed use at 500 million
bushels, 9.5 percent below 1992-93. Yet
first quarter stocks indicated continued
strong feed use. Also, cattle on feed num-
bers continue to run above those of a year
ago, and weights are up, despite the high
com prices.

On the other side, hog slaughter is below
year ago levels, but weights are about the
same. If this report indicates com feed use
higher than USDA projections, we could
have a nice market rally which we should
take advantage of.

The USDA finally announced most of the
information about the 1994 Com Program.
As we know, the set-aside requirement will
be zero, the loan rate will be raised to $1.89,
and the projected deficiency payment was
pegged at 40 cents.

The advance deficiency payment will be 50
percent of the projected deficiency pay-
ment. My calculations say sign-up, the
downside price risk is large and with zero
set-aside the costs are minimal.

for soybeans. There is a big question as to
whether all the Delta soybean acres will be
planted this year. '

Along with these reports, the South
America situation is playing a big role in
the market. Their crops appear very good
and harvest has started.

How their new supplies affect our exports
is critical. Market upswings from this point
on will depend on U.S. weather scares. Be
watching for new crop pricing oppor-
tunities.

to-arrive contract to do your forward pric-
ing.

What makes it even more difficult is that the
wheat basis is harder to predict than com
and soys basis due to the white wheat grown
in the state. I would not suggest leaving all
my pricing of new crop wheat until harvest.

The USDA finally announced most of the
information about the ] 994 Wheat Pro-
gram. As we know, the set-aside require-
ment will be zero, the loan rate will be
raised to $2.58, and the projected deficiency
payment was pegged at 85 cents.

The advance deficiency payment will be 50
percent of the projected deficiency pay-
ment. Again, the sign-up dates are March ]
through April 29. My calculations say sign-
up, the downside price risk is large and with
zero set-aside, the costs are minimal.

CORN

If you feel the market is not going up and
you have com, then consider a hedge-to-ar-
rive contract. Using a put with stored com
is another possibility.

Recently, the corn market has kind of been
in the doldrums. Exports, while near expec-
tations, are slow and feed use is a big ques-
tion mark. On March 3], this all may
change dramatically as two important
USDA reports will be released.

One of those reports is the Planting Inten-
tion Report. One of the biggest questions is
how much of the water-saturated, com
ground is intended to be planted this spring,
given last year's flood damage.

The market story on the storage of soybeans
is different than com. The basis is fairly
strong and the market is not providing
enough carry between futures contracts to
even pay on-farm storage costs.

This means if you are pessimistic, sell, and
if you are optimistic, use a basis contract.
And if you are optimistic, but cannot accept
much downside risk, consider selling and
buying a call or a minimum price contract.
These two are essentially the same.

SOYBEANS

Since the first of the year, the market has
done an about face on who they want stor-
ing the corn. This is shown in two ways.
One, the basis being offered is not very
strong; and two, the spreads between fu-
tures contracts have widened out.

The same two reports I discussed being
important for com will also be important

Starting in May, the USDA will experiment
with releasing selected crop reports in the
morning before the markets open instead of
in the afternoon after the markets close.
Crop production reports and world sup-
ply/demand reports will be put out at 8:30
a.m., Eastern Standard Time, rather than
3:00 p.m. The idea is to end the advantage
that the foreign exchanges now enjoy and
allow the information to be traded first on
the U.S. exchanges. With the modem tech-
niques of analysis, I do not see this change
as a problem.

While wheat exports have been a little bet-
ter than initially projected for most of this
marketing year, we now seem to be running
into a lull in sales. I

WHEAT

At this point, if you are looking for a market
upswing, the market is telling you it will
pay you to store com on the farm. At this
writing, there is a 7 cent spread between the
March and May com futures contracts.

If you were already in a basis contract for
say July com, this is an example of how a
basis contract works better than storing
cash when the basis widens out.

Dr. Jim Hilker, Dept. of Agricultural
Economics, MSU

Things will have to pick up over the next
couple of months to meet USDA projec-
tions. We are now in the period of the year
where weather scares can be real in the
wheat market. Be ready to price some new
crop on rail ies.

What to do with remaining old crop is a
hard call. W~lile the basis is quite wide now,
which would suggest storage, the futures
market is providing no carry. I suspect it is
time to get out of old crop for the few left
in it and to put pricing efforts into new crop.

At this point, new crop basis is on the wide
side of normal. This makes it a hard call as
to whether to use a forward contract or a
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a higher per pupil spending level
but within available funding
resources in the state.

D What could be done to significant-
ly improve the quality of public
education in Michigan? For some,
the answer was to increase com-
petition through establishing
"schools of choice" and "charter
schools;" for otherst it was target-
ing funds to meet special needs.
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Your Vote On March 15
Only one question will be on the statewide

ballot on March 15. The central thrust of the
9uestion will be: Do you approve the increase
In the state sales tax? If a majority of the
citizens voting on that question say YES, the
sales tax increase will take effect on May 1,
1994. If a majority of the voters say NOt then
the legislative plan (increasing the income tax)
will take effect on May 1, 1994.

. Under either plan, many other tax changes
WIllbe implemented by legislation. There will
be a system in place for funding public educa-
tion in Michigan for the 1994-95 school year,
whatever the outcome of the March 15 elec-
tion.

If yoters approve the ballot question, thus
changmg the state constitution, no further
changes can be made in the constitutional
provisi~n.s unless the issue again is presented
to the CItIzenry (after approval by two-thirds
of each house of the Legislature or through
petition referendums).

The legislative decisions can be altered --
in response to constituent concerns and to meet
changing fiscal situations -- by a majority vote
of each house of the Legislature and approval
by the governor.

Many policymakers also perceived that this
was an appropriate time to address school
quality issues. The basic framework for the
policy debate during the past few months
~ntered on these points:

D What revenue sources could be
used annually to replace more
than $6 billion in property tax
revenues? The challenge was to
find revenue sources that would
be stable, be viewed as equitable
and yield sufficient-revenue to
fund schools.

D How could the disparity in per
pupil spending between school
districts be lessened? The goals
were to avoid penalizing high
spending districts while trying to
bring low spending districts up to

school finance after the passage of Senate
Billl.

men.t this increaset if approved by voters,
and It makes changes in other revenue sour-
ces to generate the needed monies for K-12
education.

The statutory (or legislative) plan would
increase the income tax and other taxes.
Both plans would levy specified mills of
property tax on homesteads and non-
homesteads. The March 15 election results
will determine which of the two methods
will be used to fund schools as well as
provide for:
• A new method for distributing funds to
local school districts. The state will provide
the monies for local districts, primarily
through a per pupil foundation grant.

• Initiating programs to improve the quality
of schools. This will include monies for
at-risk pupils, additional funds for pre-
school education and opportunities for es-
tablishing public school academies.

Michigan ts educational system has been
based on the concepts of reliance on the
property tax, a strong sense of local control
and acknowledgement of an important role
for the state.

Since 1964, 14 proposed constitutional
amendments to reform school finance or
property taxation, or both, were placed
before voters; only the Headlee Amend-
ment (November 1978) was approved.

Operating under a self-imposed deadline of
Dec. 31, 1993 -- to allow school districts
adequate time to plan for the next school
~ear -- the Legislature had a relatively sho.rt
tIme to restructure the state's system of

During the past 30 years, intense policy
debate has focused on concern about the
a~ount of property tax paid by Michigan
CItlze~St the growin& di~parity in per pupil
spendmg between dIstncts and distrust of
state government.

The ballot plan is a proposed constitutional
amendment to increase the state sales tax.
Accompanying legislation would imple-

* Two alternatives for financing public
education. Michigan citizens have an op-
portunity to select the mix of taxes that will
be used to pay for schools. Both approaches
use a variety of revenue sources to replace
the monies eliminated by the passage of
Senate Bill 1.

THE POLICY DECISIONS
The Legis.lature approved a comprehen-
sIve set of bIlls and a proposed ,constitution-
al amendment related to school finance and
reform. These measures provide:

STATE PROPOSAL
SPECIAL ELECTION - MARCH 15, 1994

Michigan's Public Education:
School Reform and Funding Changes

THE POLICY DEBATE

On March 15, 1994, citizens will have the
opportunity to vote on one specific part of the
funding package -- whether to increase the
sales tax. It is also important to understand the
broader context of the new legislation.

The funding and operation of Michigan's K-12
public school system was changed substan-
tially Dec. 24, 1993, when the state legis/ature
gave final approval to a proposed constitution-
a/ amendment and to a set of 24 implementing
bills.

Lynn R. Harvey, Professor and
Extension Specialist
Beth Moore, extension Specialist

~ Kenneth VerBurg, Professor and
Extension Specialist

The Legislature approved two different ap-
." proaches to funding schools along with

decisions related to the operation of schools
and the distribution of school funds. The final
step in the process of deciding how to change
the way Michigan finances its public schools
will occur when voters cast their ballots at a
special statewide election on March 15, 1994.

/n July, the Legislature approved Senate Bill 1
(P.A. 145, 1993), which specified that, begin-
ning Dec. 31, 1993, all property in the state is
exempt from millage levied for local school
district operating purposes. This decision
eliminated approximately $6. 1 billion, or about
60 percent of the annual operating revenue for
K-12 public education.

I The elimination of property taxes for K-12

r education initiated a dramatic shift in the long-
standing debate on funding the state's primary
and secondary schools. Legislative action in
December brought closure to weeks of bipar-

I tizan efforts to seek workable policy funding
i options .

...11
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Cargill" Hybrids Deliver Top Yields
In 1993 Michigan State Yield Trials.

PROPOSAL A

A PROPOSAL TO INCREASE THE STATE SALES AND USE TAX RATES FROM 4%
TO 6%, LIMIT ANNUAL INCREASES IN PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENTS, EXEMPT
SCHOOL OPERATING MILLAGES FROM UNIFORM TAXATION REQUIREMENT AND
REQUIRE 3/4 VOTE OF LEGISLATURE TO EXCEED STATUTORILY ESTABUSHED
SCHOOL OPERATING MILLAGE RATES.

The proposed constitutional amendment would:

1) Limit annual assessment increase for each property parcel to 5% or inflation rate, whichever is less.
When property is sold or transferred, adjust assessment to current value.

2) Increase the sales/use tax. Dedicate additional revenue to schools.

3) Exempt school operating millages from uniform taxation requirement.

4) Require 3/4 vote of legislature to exceed school operating millage rates.

5) Activate laws raising additional school revenues through taxation including partial restoration of property
tax.

6) Nullify alternative laws raising school revenues through taxation including an increase in income tax,
personal tax exemption increase and partial restoration of property taxes.

Should this proposal be adopted?

Yes ~
No 0

2497
Second PIKe tie (out of 56

entries) in grain trial.
with 111 ButA

at 34.2% moisture.
(compared to test

average of 93 BuIA
at 35.6% moisture).

4277
First Place (out of 72 entries) in

early grain trial, with 192 ButA

at 26.1 % moisture, (compared to
test average of 168BuIA at 22.9'"
moisture). Also flflished first in
average of Kent, Ingham and

Saginaw Counties.

4277
firat Place (oot of 81 entries) in

irrigated early trial, with 207 But A

at 18.2% moisture. (compared to
test average of 172 Bul A at 20. 1...
moisture).

First PIKe (out of 72 entries) in

early grain tria1. with 207 ButA at 27.40)1,

moisture. (compared to test average
of 167 BuIA at 23.0'lb moisture).

4327
Third Place (out of 64
entries) in late grain trial,
with 184 ButA at 28.3%

moisture, (compat'9d to
test swrage of 158 BuIA
at 27.""" moisture).

177(FOOIletti X5307)
PInt Place (out of 72 entries)

in late grain trial. with

212 Bu/A, at 28.9% moisture

(compered to test average

of 175 BulA at 29.~ moisture).

Also finished third in average of

Kent. Ingham and Saginaw

Counties.

Third Place (out 01 72 entries) In

late grain trial. with 203 But A,

(compared to test average
of 184 BulA).

Why Not More Cargill OnYour Farm?Prepared and Distributed by the Michigan Department of State
Richard H. Austin, Secretary of State

More Cargill means more bushels. 1993 state
yield trials proved it again. Across the state.
several 01 our com hybrids ranked at or near
the top in late and early grain trials. Growing

conditions change. but the Cargill success
story goes on and on. To learn more. contact
your dealer or call our 800 number or one 01
these territory managers:

Michigan Farm Bureau Encourages a .YES" Vote on Proposal-A
Make Sure You Vote March 15

eD-IOI
(84.000;800;.001I)

Pr\ned under alIhOrity 01 PA 118 011954

EmrTlItt Omat Robert MOISe
(517) 655-2500 (616) 373-5495
Wllhamston. MI Kalamazoo. MI @)HYBRID

• SEEDS
Calil-BDD-G34-B941

Keoth Clar1<
(517) 773-7805
Mt. Pleasant. MI
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would still not be doing anything to preserve
farmland," said Almy. "The continuation of
P.A. 116 will continue to provide positive
benefits in preserving farmland."

Furthermore, one of the primary benefits
of P .A. 116, farmland preservation, will not
be diminished under Proposal-A. "Without
P .A. 116, if we had lower property taxes, we

still provide financial relief for those bad crop
years. "If I have a crop failure and my farm
income/household income is down, P.A. 116
is still there to provide a safety net in those bad
years," Nelson said. "Additionally the tax lien
due on expiring P.A. 116 contracts will be
substantially less."

Nelson explains, that under Proposal-A
the school operating portion of property taxes
would come down to 6 mills, a considerable

reduction from
the current
average of 34
mills. In rural
areas, Nelson
estimates ap-
proximately
80 percent of
the property
tax bill is
going to
school operat-
ing, meaning

farmers will see a significant reduction in their
property taxes under Proposal-A.

According to Nelson, Proposal-A will put
a cap on individual assessment increases to no
more than 5 percent or the rate of inflation,
whichever is less. As long as farmland meets
the qualifications of P.A. 116, Proposal-A
would treat farmland equitably with homes-
teads.

P.A.116 Contracts Sti/l Valuable With Proposal-A
MFB President Jack Laurie responds to questions from reporters during a Lansing news
conference on the agreement of farmland's definition under Proposal-A.

"...it really does not make a lot of
sense for me to pay my property taxes

up front, send the money to govern-
ment and wait for them to refund my
money to me. I would rather keep my

money in my own pocket to begin with. II

by: Deb Laurell

Contrary to popular belief, Public Act
116 refunds will not be adversely impacted by
the passing of Proposal-A. According to Ron
Nelson, Michigan Farm Bureau legislative
counsel, P.A. 116 refunds will be smaller, but
only because the amount of property taxes
originally paid will be substantially smaller.

AI Almy, Michigan Farm Bureau Public
Affairs director explained, "I don't see any
adverse impacts if Proposal-A passes .. .it real-
ly does not make a lot of sense for me to pay
my property
taxes up front,
send the
money to
government
and wait for
them to refund
my money to
me. I would
rather keep
my money in
my own pock-
et to begin
with."

Currently, P.A. 116 provides refunds to
individuals whose property taxes exceed 7
percent of their household income. The
amount of your property taxes greater than 7
percent is refunded if enrolled in P .A. 116.

With Proposal-A, all benefits of P.A. 116
stay in place and according to Nelson, it will

Your Michigan NORTHRUP KING Seed Dealers
City Dealer Phone No.

"

~..

, ,

Average Yield as
% of Vernal (site-years)

123(3)
103 (I)
118(7)
115 (24)
III (79)
117 (10)
112(41)
113 (32)
113 (4)
107 (8)
105 (9)
114 (16)
97 (2)

122 (4)
100(301)
107 (65)
107 (35)

A Sandoz Seeds Company

Viking 1 Tops University Trial
% of Average Stand -

Variety S. 1993 (site-years)
Viking I 165 (3)
3452-ML III (2)
5252 126(6)
5262 ISO(10)
636 112 (25)
AI ine 123 (6)
Oi r 97 (17)
DK-I22 89 (15)
Aa hi 75 <xl (3)
Master 99 (5)
Milkmaker II 91 (4)
Nordic 118 (8)
Pacesetter 113 (2)
Quantum 100 (3)
Vernal 105 (31)
WL225 100(21)
Wrangler 114 (10)

Universily of WISCOOSin Perennial Forage Variety U(Xiate

~
NORTHRUP KING

mter

READ ALL BAG TAGS AND LABELS. "fh.ey conlain .impon~l condilions of sale. inciudinillimitations of warranty and remed .
Nonhrup Kmg Co .. Mmneapolls. MN 55440 1-800-445-0956. Y

This strong alfalfacan handle our winters- in
Universityvariety trials,Vikingranked number I
in stand persistenceand yield. It also offersresis-
tance to major alfalfadiseases. For winter survival,
longer stand life and high yields, it's tough to beat
Viking 1.

Viking 1Alfalfa

Con Agra Berger & Co 517 -770-4130

McClintic Farms 517 -463-1140

Alto Farm Services 616-868-6030

Strieter Bros 313-995- 2497

Ittner Bean & Grain 517-662-4461

Gerald Cole 517-634-5212

Jerry Gallagher 616-761-3243

Con Agra Berger & Co 517-624-9321

M.A.C 517 -486- 2171

B& W Co-Op 517 -842-3104

Harvey Milling Company 517 -584-3466

Arends Farm Service 616-899-2136

Ron Weston 616-435-8219

Clyde McLosky 517-743-3633

John Oakley ..! 517 -646-0629

Dorr Farm Products 616-68] -9570

Harold Grabemeyer 616-782-8744

Joe Van Tuyle 616-782-8275

Cort Agra Berger & Co 5] 7-695-2521

Tri-County Agra Services 5] 7-542-3] 96

Mark Erickson 616-374-8538

R & S Crop Service 5 17-628-2036

Con Agra Berger & Co 517-643-7293

M.A.C 517-236-7263

Eugene Briolat.. 517-658-8330

Calvin Smith 313-269-271 0

Anderson Fertilizer Services, Inc 3] 3-638-5868

Bob Hajek 313-638-5281

Anderson Fertilizer Services, Inc 517-723-5205

Frank Trierweiler 517-587-6540

Dick Heffelfinger 517-283-2444

Farmers Elevator 313-727-3025

Ron Porter.. 616-874-8196

Seamon Farms 517-777-2054

David LaBar 517-741-3204

Con Agra Berger & Co 517-268-5300

Zeeland Farm Services 616-772-9042

Merrill

Middleton

Minden City

Monroe

Alicia

Alma

Alto

Ann Arbor

Auburn

Bancroft

Belding

Birch Run

Blissfield

Breckenridge

Carson City

Conklin

Lake Odessa

Mason

Homer

Constantine

Corunna

Diamondale

Dorr

Dowagiac

Dowagiac

Freeland

Portland

Reading

Richmond

Rockford

New Lothrop

New Lothrop

Owosso

Saginaw

Union City

Vestaburg

Zeeland
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SARE Grant Facts
D Grants available to

producers for implementa-
tion of sustainable agricul-
ture practices.

D Grants are available for on-
farm problems, implementa-
tion of new practices and to
sponsor educational
programs.

D Up to $5,000 is available
per one-year grant.

D Application deadline is May
1,1994.

D Applications are available
at the North Central Region
Sustainable Agriculture Re-
search and Education Pro-
gram, 13A Activities Build-
ing, University of
Nebraska, Uncoln, NE
68583-0701,402-472-7081.

The Start of Something Big.

down any late-gern1inating weeds and dry down
your beans.

This year, don't trust your beans to fairy tale
claims, depend on products that are proven to
perform-EPTAM and GRAMOXONE EXTRA....

~~
EXTRA

resources such as the local MSU Extension
and Soil Conservation Service. "One of the
purposes of the grant is to bring in as many
resources as possible to educate us all,"
Kellenberger explained.

Cl\994. Zeneca Inc. A business unit of Zeneca Inc. EPTAMe and GRAMOXONE- are tradelTW'ks of a Zeneca Group Company.
Gr.amoxone Extn i. a restricted use pesticide. Alw:ays read and foUow label directions carefully.

Your naIlle doesnt have
to be Jack and you don't

need 111agical beans to have
a spe crop.

ZENECA Ag~

Good beansare the product of good
management, not magic. One of the best tools
you can use to produce an outstanding crop is
EPTAM~ herbicide. It provides an unbeatable
foundation for a good w~ed control progranl by
eliminating more than 40 troublesome weeds.
Plus EPTAM nlakes a great tanknux partner for
an even broader spectrUlTIof protection.

And, for a cleaner and faster harvest, depend
on GRAMOXONE~ EXTRA herbicide to burn

more money to implement things," said
Kellenberger.

According to Kellenberger, one of the pur-
poses of the grant is to utilize educational

Grant Encourages Producers to Implement Sustainable Practices
by: Deb Laurell

If you're interested in implementing more
sustainable farming practices, but you
haven't had the resources, consider apply-
ing for a grant from the North Central
Region USDA Sustainable Agriculture Re-
search and Education (SARE) program.

The SARE grant is designed to allow
producers to address concerns related to
sustainable agriculture production and
marketing. According to Steven Waller,
coordinator for the North Central Region
Sustainable Agriculture Research and
Education Program, farmers in the 12-state
region can apply for grants of up to $5,000
to test and demonstrate sustainable agricul-
ture practices.

"This program is successful because it
provides producers the opportunity and sup-
port to try sustainable practices on-fann
under real-world conditions," said Waller.
"Other producers can learn about both the
successes and pitfalls of these projects
before trying the new practices."

Michigan producers involved in the pro-
gram have designed activities ranging from
composting manure vs. manure pits and
rotational forage and grazing trials.

The one-year grants help producers identify
barriers to adopting sustainable agriculture
practices and test possible solutions. While
many of the grants have been to study on-

\_ fann problems, others have been used to
sponsor educational programs and field
days for producers.

Waller explained this is the third year the
SARE program has offered the producer-in-
itiated grants with a total of $100,000 avail-
able. Thus far, 56 grants have been awarded
to projects ranging fonn rotational grazing,
biological weed and pest control, low-input

~. crop production, nutrient management,
composting of manure and producing and
marketing sweet sorghum syrup.

George Shetler of Kalkaska, Mich.,
received a grant to begin comparison trials
this spring on composting manure vs.
manure pits. Comparison tests will be con-
ducted in three areas:
1) Economical factors and actual costs;
2) Nutrient values of com posted manure

~ will be compared with stacked or fresh
manure; and
3) System analysis of the effects on the soil
from the two systems.

Dale Kellenberger of Munith, Mich., also
received a grant in 1994. His grant projects
include the construction of eight paddocks,

..: each with a different species or species mix,
t allowing for evaluation and comparison. In

addition, Kellenberger has attended graz-
ing conferences to obtain knowledge and
assist with implementing these sustainable
agricultural practices.

Kellenberger explained the grant program
'r" is a good way for farmers to obtain funding

to implement new practices. "I haven't met
too many fanners that couldn't use some

Lower Milk Production
in Michigan

Dairy herds in Michigan produced 456 mil-
lion pounds of milk during January, down 3

• "million pounds from a year ago, according to the
Michigan Agricultural Statistics Service. Milk
per cow averaged 1,345 pounds, decreasing five
pounds from a year ago, possibly because of
severe weather. The Michigan dairy herd was
estimated at 339,000 head, 1,000 fewer than last
January.

The preliminary value of milk sold averaged
$13.90 per hundredweight (cwt.) in January,

, ~$1.10 more than last year and $.10 more than in
December. Mid-month January slaughter cow
prices averaged $43.50 per cwt., $6 less than the
previous year.

Milk in the 21 major states totaled 10.6
billion pounds, one percent less than production
in these same states in January 1993. Production
averaged 1,319 pounds per cow for January, 14
pounds more than January 1993. The number of
cows on farms was 8.04 million head, 178,000
head less than January 1993 and 13,000 less than
December 1993.
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Questions and Answers Regarding Proposal-A

Make Sure You Vote March 15and
Be Sure You Vote Yes on Proposal-A

Under the Back-up Plan, our property taxes
will drop to just 1.3 percent below the na-
tional average. Our income taxes will be 21
percent above the national average - the
highest flat rate income tax in the nation.
Our business tax rate, already second
highest in the nation, will increase by 17
percent.

Q. How will Proposal-A Affect the
Economy?

A. Michigan's economy must be stimu-
lated to create jobs, attract new business and
industry and retain existing business and
industry. Michigan's high property tax rates
are working against that goal. Lower
property taxes will encourage business and
industry growth and new jobs.

The tax cut this year will add $1 billion to
the state's economy, allowing us to continue
leading the nation's economic recovery.

Under the Statutory Back-up Plan, however,
our high income and business taxes will
make it more difficult for businesses to cre-
ate jobs and invest for the people of our
state. These taxes will hit small businesses,
many of which will see relatively few actual
dollars from property tax relief, but will pay
substantially more in business taxes and in
taxes on owner incomes.

Q. Doesn't Raising the Sales Tax Hurt
Poor Families More Than Middle
Class Families?

A. Michigan's sales tax will continue to
exempt sales of food and medicines. In ad-
dition, the sales tax increase will not be
applied to residential electric, natural gas or .
heating fuels. The Back-up Plan's increase
in our flat rate income tax will put virtually
the same burden on the poor as the middle
class. The poor will be hurt, however, by the
Back-up Plan's increase in the Single Busi-
ness Tax, which will impair the ability of
business to increase compensation and cre- C
ate jobs, particularly unskilled jobs.

Q. Will Renters Benefit from
Proposal-A?

A. Both Proposal-A and the Back-up Plan
increase the Homestead Credit for renters
from 17 percent of rent to 20 percent of rent.

Property taxes are an important cost of
doing business for all landlords. Reductions
in property taxes reduce the landlord's fixed
costs, helping to relieve upward pressure on
rents.

Perhaps most importantly, Proposal-A will
make it easier for first-time homeowners to
save and purchase their new home. They
will receive a small income tax cut, which
can be saved for a down payment.

The Back-up Plan, however, will tax every
dollar a young family makes, cutting into
down payment savings. The 12 mill school
operating tax rate for most homes under the
Back-up Plan would be twice as high as
Proposal-A.

Q. Why Didn't the Legislature Just
Pass this Instead Of Having a
Vote Of The People?

A. Two reasons. First, any sales tax in-
cr~ase ~equired a vote of the people. Second,
thiS wlll be a constitutional amendment
giving it the permanence people want. '

If people vote "no" on Proposal-A, or fail to
vote, the Back-up Plan with its higher in-
come and business taxes will go into effect.

Q. Will Proposal-A Help Farmers?

A. Under Proposal-A, agricultural proper-
ty would be taxed at the 6 mill rate if it meets
one of the following tests:

If the farm exceeds 40 acres, the land must
be "devoted primarily to agricultural use" in

Continued on page 12, see
Questions and Answers

There is no assessment cap under the Back-
up Plan. This could lead to a return of
educational inequities that led to school
finance reforms in the first place.

Q. Does Proposal-A Affect the
Homestead Property Tax Credit?

A. Not at all. The Homestead Credit
remains in place.

Q. Which is Better for School Equity,
Proposal-A Or the Backup Plan?

A. Proposal-A. By holding down assess-
ments, it will help reduce the recurrence of
vast inequities among rich and poor dis-
tricts - a major goal of school reform.

Under the Back-up Plan, fast-growing dis-
tricts that see large assessment increases
will soon be spending more than neighbor-
ing districts, creating inequity. Proposal-A
also guarantees funding will not go lower
than 1993-94 levels - a guarantee missing
from the Back-up Plan.

Q. Can Voters Decide to Raise Taxes
on Themselves for Additional
School Spending?

A. If voters want to raise taxes on them-
selves, they may do so under both proposals
to a limited extent. Under Proposal-A, a
school district can seek up to 3 mills more
for up to three years. Voters would have the
final say.

Starting in 1997, however, local districts
could not raise taxes unless voters in their
entire Intermediate School District (ISD)
went to the polls and voted to raise their
property taxes by up to 3 mills - no more -
with the revenues distributed evenly for all
students within the ISD.

poses is 34 mills. Under Proposal-A, the
millage will drop to 6 mills in 520 of the
state's 557 school districts - an average
decline of 83 percent. In all but two of the
remaining 37 districts, the millage rate will
be more than 6 mills, but millages will still
drop by 20 to 77 percent.

Under the Back-up Plan, most school mil-
lages will drop to 12 mills for homeowners,
a decrease of 65 percent. In 34 districts, the
millage for homeowners will be more than
12 mills.

Q. What Caps are There on
Homeowners' Property Taxes?

A. Proposal-A puts a cap on future assess-
ment increas~s of 5 percent, or the rate of
inflation, whichever is less. Once a horne is
sold, it would be reassessed.

Under the Back-up Plan, local schools, or
an ISD could ask for voter approval of a
combined amount of between 2 and 6 mills.

Q. How will Proposal-A Affect
Business Property Taxes?

A. The statewide average school operat-
ing property tax currently is 34 mills. Under
both Proposal-A and the Back-up Plan,
property taxes for businesses will be set at
24 mills.

Q. How will Proposal-A Affect
Business Tax Abatements?

A. Proposal-A will not affect the business
property tax abatements. But under the
Back-up Plan, businesses that receive
abatements in 1994, or after, will no longer
receive a cut in school taxes.

Q. How will Proposal-A Affect
Michigan's Overall Tax Climate?

A. Under Proposal-A, Michigan's proper-
ty taxes, now 34 percent above the national
average, will drop to 9.2 percent below the
national average. Michigan's income taxes
will drop to about 7 percent below the na-
tional average. Michigan's sales taxes, now
below the nation average, will move up to
the national average of 6 cents on the dollar.

+25
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(SBT). The Back-up Plan would
increase the state's SBT rate
from 2.35 to 2.75 percent.

o Proposal-A increases state
cigarette taxes by 50 cents per
pack. The Back-up Plan in-
creases cigarette taxes by 15
cents per pack.

o Proposal-A increases the sales
tax from 4 percent to 6 percent.
The Back-up Plan does not in-
crease the sales tax.

Q. When will Tax Law Changes
Take Effect?

A. Taxpayers will see the property tax
relief with their summer 1994 tax bill, with
the decrease retroactive to Jan. 1, 1994.

* Under Proposal-A, the income tax
decrease and the sales tax increase would
take effect May i, 1994.

* Under the Back-up Plan, the income tax,
real estate transfer tax and Single Business
Tax hikes would take effect May 1, 1994.

Q. How will Proposal-A Affect
Homeowners' Property Taxes?

A. Property tax reductions will be sub-
stantial for the vast majority of
homeowners. Currently, the statewide
average millage for school operating pur-

Which brand of seed, which chemicals to use,
your tillage program, hired help, machinery pur-
chases ...The list of decisions this time of year is
endless.

Under Proposal-A, the definition of agricultural
property is clarified, ensuring that virtually all
farmland will qualify for the 6 mill rate versus
the Statutory Back-up Plan of 12 and 24 mills.

When it's all said and done, successful passage
of Proposal-A will mean an additional $4,000
per year to the bottom line of the average
Michigan farm.

ProRosal-A
One of The Most

Important Decisions You'll
Make This Spring

But of all the decisions you make this spring,
perhaps none of them will have the kind of long-
term impact on your farm's future as your "Yes"
vote on Proposal-A.

Q. WHY Proposal-A?

A. The Legislature has given Michigan
voters two choices on how best to reform
Michigan's school finance system. Voters
on March 15 can decide to vote YES to
support Proposal-A, a constitutional
amendment. Or if they vote NO, the Back-
Up Plan, approved by the Legislature, goes
into effect - but only if Proposal-A fails.

Q. How is Proposal-A Different than
the Back-up Plan?

A. Proposal-A would set school operating
millages for most homeowners at 6 mills.
The Back-Up Plan would set school operat-
ing millages for most homeowners at 12
mills. Proposal-A would limit assessment
increases at 5 percent or the rate of infla-
tion, whichever is lower. The Back-up Plan
has no assessment caps.

o Both proposals would set school
operating millages for businesses
and second homes in most dis-
tricts at 24 mills.

o Proposal-A would cut the state's
income tax from 4.6 percent to
4.4. percent. The Back-up Plan
would raise the state's income
tax from 4.6 percent to 6 percent.

o Proposal-A doesn't increase in
the state's Single Business Tax
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Example Comparison of Savings!
Current

F. Income Tax Rate .046

State Average School
Operating Millage .034

.06

.044

Prop-A

.04

.046

Current

$

ownership and income tracking process. The
assessment cap in Proposal-A will prevent a
rapid increase in homestead and farmland as-
sessment. The Back-up Plan has no such cap.

Michigan Farm Bureau vigorously sup-
ports the approval of Proposal-A and actively
encourages all members to vote "Yes" in the
March 15 special election.

Your Figures:
Value of Homestead,

Farmland & Buildings $

State Equalized Value $

Taxable Income $

Your Local School Operating
Millage

F. Income Tax Rate

Taxable Purchases $

Compute Your Own Savings!

E. Taxable Income

G. Michigan
Income Tax
(line E x line F)

H. Taxable Purchases $

J. Total Sales Tax $
(line H x line I)

TOTAL TAX
(sum of lines D, G, & J) $

C. Local School Operating
Millage Rate .006

D. School Operating
Property Tax
(line B x line C)

I. Sales Tax Rate

A. Value of Homestead,
Farmland & Buildings $

B. State Equalized Value
(Line A x .50) $

$ 900

.006

$1,320

Prop-A

$10,000

.06

$600

$30,000

.044

$300,000

$150,000

under Proposal-A will more than offse' the
increase in sales tax and the potential decrease
in deductions from federal income taxes.

As long as farmland meets the qualifica-
tion of Public Act 116, Proposal-A would
treat farmland equitably with homesteads.
The Back-up Plan does not treat farmland
equitably and will create a monumental land

$10,000

.04

$400

C. School Operating Millage
Rate (State Avg.) .034

D. School Operating
Property Tax $5,100
(line B x line C)

E. Taxable Income $30,000

G. Michigan
Income Tax $1,380
(line E x line F)

H. Taxable Purchases

A. Value of Homestead,
Farmland & Buildings $300,000

B. State Equalized Value
(Line A x .50) $150,000

Assumption~: _
Value of Homestead,

Farmland & Buildings $300,000

State Equalized Value $150,000

Taxable Income $ 30,000

Taxable Purchases $ 10,000

J. Total Sales Tax
(line H x line I)

TOTAL TAX
(sum of lines D, G, & J)

I. Sales Tax Rate

The Final Analysis
For agricultural producers, the choice is

quite clear - Proposal-A is the preferred alter-
native. The reduced millage rate of 6 mills in
Proposal-A, compared to 12 or 24 mills in the
Back-up Plan will reduce the large property
tax burden on farmers who tend to own large
amounts of property. The property tax relief

by: Deb Laurell

Y ou 've heard from the experts and read
the reports. Now compute your savings with
Proposal-A versus the Back-up school
finance plan. Supporting Proposal-A in the
March 15 special election will benefit agricul-
ture and education and save farm dollars.

Benefits for Agriculture
In almost all cases, farmers will pay sig-

nificantly less total tax under Proposal-A, due
to the six mill property tax levy, compared to
the 12 or 24 mills levied under the Back-up
Plan. If Proposal-A is approved, farmers
would pay higher sales taxes for taxable pur-
chases as would other consumers. Agricul-
tural inputs would still be exempt.

Another advantage to Proposal-A is the
cap limiting assessment increases to 5 percent
or the rate of inflation, whichever is less. This
would prevent the rapid increase in homestead
and agricultural assessment rates that was ex-
perienced in the 1970s and 1980s.

In addition, Proposal-A will not affect
Public Act 116 property tax relief nor will it
affect the Homestead Property Tax Credit.
However, with lower property taxes, any
credits received in these two programs could
be lower. Property taxes are deductible from
federal income tax. Since Proposal-A will
reduce property taxes, farmers and other land-
owners will have a smaller deduction on their
federal tax return if they itemize.

Benefits for Education
Both Proposal-A and the Back-up Plan

will provide K-12 schools with about $10.5
billion in funding for 1994-95, compared to
$10.1 billion this year.

If Proposal-A is approved, local schools
may ask for voter approval to assess up to 3
enhancement mills for 1994-96. After 1996,
the mills must be levied on an Intermediate
School District (ISD) - wide basis.

If Proposal-A fails, an enhancement of 2-8
mills may-be-levied depending on a formula
in the Back-up Plan.

Other education improvements include
the creation of public school academies

'ia-. (charter schools); the development of a core
curriculum; the establishment of performance
standards consistent with the core curriculum;
the establishment of state-endorsed high
school diploma; an increase in the hours of
instruction from 900 hours in 1994-95 to 1080
hours in 1999-2000; and the creation of a
professional development system.

is for Michigan
COMPARISONS OF llIEPROPOSALA
BALLOT QUFSI10N & BACKUP PlAN

PROPOSAL A BACKUP PLAN

0 State Income Tax Cuts tax from 4.6% to 4.4% Raises tax from 4.6% to 6.0%

0 Sales Tax Increase from 4% to 6% No change
(Residential utility usage is exempt)
(Taxable purchases used for
agricultural purposes are exempt)

o School Operating Set for most homeowners and Set for most homeowners and
Millage most farmland at 6 mills some farmland at 12 mills

0 Non-homestead 24 mills 24 mills
Property

0 Cap Assessment 5% or rate of inflation NONE
Increases (whichever is less)

0 Single Business Tax No change Increase from 2.35% to 2.75%

o State Cigarette Tax Increases by 50 cents/pack Increases by 15 cents/pack
~

0 Real Estate Transfer Tax (2%) 1/1/95 - 3/31/95 (1%) 5/1/94 - 3/31/95
(.75%) 4/1195 and after (.75%) 4/1/95 and after

0 Personal State Income $2,100 $3,000

Tax Exemption

0 Interstate Telephone 6% (1-800 #'5 exempt) 4%
Sales Tax

0 Per Pupil Spending Will not go below No funding level
Guarantees 1994-95 revenues Guarantee

FARMLAND COMPARISONS:
AT WHAT MILLAGE WILL FARMLAND BE TAXED?

PROPOSAL A BACKUP
PLAN

0 Farmland is contiguous/adjacent 6 mills 12 mills
to your homestead

0 Farmland is not contiguous/adjacent 6 mills 24 mills
to your homestead

0 Your farmland is rented or leased 6 mills 24 mills

0 Your gross farm income is NOT greater 6 mills 24 mills
than your other household income

0 Farmland is in a trust and you occupy 6 mills 12 or 24 mills
the home

0 ute lease on farmland 6 mills 12 or 24 mills

0 Land contract on farmland 6 mills 12 mills

0 Joint ownership of farmland 6 mills 12 or 24 mills

[] Farmland in CRP 6 mills 24 mills
~ease/rent to government)

0 Farmland is share cropped 6 mills 24 mills
OeasedJrented}

0 Operator/owner lives off the farmland 6 mills 24 mills

0 Partnership of farmland 6 mills 12 or 24 mills

0 Employee house on the farmland
would be taxed at 6 mills 24 mills

0 Seasonal housing on the farmland
would be taxed at 6 mills 24 mills

o Family occupied 2nd farmhouse on
the farmland would be taxed at 6 mills 24 mills

o Part of farmland leased/rented 6 mills 24 mills
Oeased/rented portion}
12 mills
(portion not leased/rented)

o Family owned corporate farmland 6 mills 24 mills



Milford, Il- Nevada, IA- Greenville, OH

•

March 15, 1994

Questions and Answers
continued from page 10

3 of the last 5 years. 1IAgricultureal use1l is ad-
ministratively defined as a minimum 51 percent
of the land in active cultivation or fenced pasture;

Michigan Farm News

Organizations
Endorsing
Prop osa I-A
• American Cancer Society
• Ann Arbor Chamber of Commerce
• Arthritis Foundation - Michigan Chapter
• Battle Creek Chamber of Commerce
• Central Macomb County Chamber of Commerce
• Civic Searchlight, Inc.
• Delta County Area Chamber of Commerce
• Detroit Free Press
• Detroit News
• Detroit Renaissance
• Detroit School Board
• Farmington Observer
• Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce
• Greater Detroit Chamber of Commerce
• Holland Chamber of Commerce
• Kalamazoo Chamber of Commerce
• Lansing Chamber of Commerce
• Macomb Daily
• Michigan Association of Home Builders
• Michigan Association of Public

Health Physicians
• Michigan Association of Realtors
• Michigan Beer & Wine Wholesalers Association
• Michigan Center for Rural Health
• Michigan Chamber of Commerce
• Michigan Chapter of the American

College of Cardiology
• Michigan Council for Maternal Health and

Child Health
• Michigan Farm Bureau
• Michigan Grocers Association
• Michigan Manufacturers Association (MMA)
• Michigan Merchants Council
• Michigan Townships Association
• Mortgage Bankers Association of Michigan
• Mount Pleasant Chamber of Commerce
• National Association of Women

Business Owners - Michigan Chapter
• National Federation of Independent

Business - Michigan (NFIB)
• Oakland County Chamber of Commerce
• Police Officers' Association of Michigan
• Redford Observer
• Small Business Association of Michigan (SBAM)
• Sterling Heights Chamber of Commerce
• Traverse City Chamber of Commerce
• Traverse City Record-Eagle
• Warren Chamber of Commerce

For more information, call one of these Crow's Dealers or 1-800-331-7201.

Ityou're
hoping

~ for~.shin'a
~

...•.. .<""~_.~ .~..fl~.;.~... DC
.l

.~.

Rip the string
from a bag of our new
Crow's Gold hybrids and luck is on your side.

Because in that bag is all the genetic luck
that can be packed into a seed. Modern
germplasm. A vigorous single cross. High
germination. Seed purity from closely monitored
production fields.

We grow our own. From our vault of inbreds, Crow's
research has selected and crossed to combine the traits that lead
to predictably lucky results.

Top yields that finish a point or two drier than last year's best.
Straight standing stalks that can make it to Halloween if they

have to.
Natural resistance in extremely healthy plant types.
All packed into hybrids that are tested in research trials from

Nebraska to Ohio to make sure that they'll work on your kind of
soils and your kind of weather.

So instead of waiting for a little luck to put you over the top
next year, grab a bag of Crow's Gold. And pour a little luck into
the hopper.

Your dealer can show how some of your lucky neighbors have
scored big with Crow's hybrids this fall. Give him a call!

LES SIELER MARK MORGAN WILLIAM BRUSE RICHARD STANK LARRY ROBERTS
ADRIAN, MI CHARLOTTE, MI HEMLOCK, MI LAKE ODESSA, MI THREE RIVERS, MI
517-263-2458 517-543-2498 517-642-5976 - 616-374-7394 616-279-2117-
LOREN CLEMENCE ROBERT MOLYNEUX HERBERT HAIGHT TOD KUBISZAK, DSM NED CUTLER
BATTLE CREEK, MI COOPERSVILLE, MI HOMER, MI LAWRENCE, MI WEIDMAN, MI
616-965-4034 616-837 -8710 517-568-4072 616-674-3843 517-644-3367

ROSS VANDER BAND TRAVIS HOUPT MARK HILASKI ADDISON BROOKS EDGAR MILLER
BELDING, MI DUNDEE, MI HOPKINS, MI LITCHFIELD, MI WHITE PIGEON, MI
616-761-3585 313-529-2867 616-793-4541 517-542-3273 616-483-7284

RON WENGER ROGER THEODORSKI DON HASSEVOORT JOHN BIHLMEYER
BELDING, MI EAGLE, MI HUDSONVILLE, MI MANCHESTER, MI
616-897 -8958 517-626-6853 616-875-8403 313-429-7527

STEPHEN SMITH, DSM CARLTON WELLS SCOTT LANTIS PAUL J. SMITH
BLISSFIELD, MI EATON RAPIDS, MI JACKSON, MI MASON, MI
517 -486-2854 517-663-3380 517-536-8246 517-676-4413

JEFF HAACK JOE BENNETT JOHN GUMBERT JAY GOULD
BRONSON,MI EDMORE, MI JACKSON, MI MORENCI, MI
517-369- 2207 517-762-5480 517-569-2599 517 -458-2573

LANCE KALBFLEISCH DENNIS LASCESKI GOLDEN ACRES RON GUDAKUNST
BROWN CITY, MI FILION, MI JASPER, MI ONSTED, MI
313-346-2234 517-269-7980 517-443-5526 517-467-7041

ED GROHOLSKI ANDY SPARKS DEMANN DAIRY JAMES F. CREW
BURLINGTON, MI FREMONT, MI KALAMAZOO, MI QUINCY, MI
517-765-2111 616-924-5945 616-372-3887 517 -639-8352

JAMES D. CROW RAY LOWMAN RICHARD ZENNER DOLPHIE EISENLOHR
CAMDEN, MI GOBLES, MI KINGSLEY, MI SHELBY, MI
517-254-4512 616-628-5079 616-263-5339 616-861-2318

CARL F. SPARKS STEVE BALDUS WENDELL NORDER BILL MORGAN
CASSOPOLIS, MI HARTFORD, MI LAINGSBURG, MI SHERWOOD, MI
616-445-3195 616-621-2313 517-651-5409 517-741-3698

A farm of 5 to 40 acres must be devoted primarily
to agricultural use and produced a gross annual
income of $200 per acre in 3 of the last 5 years;

A farm designated as a specialty farm must have
produced total agricultural income of $2,000 or ,
more in 3 of the last 5 years.

The Back-up Plan will set homestead school
property tax rates at 12 mills, double the rate of
Proposal-A. All non-contiguous farmland will be
taxed at 24 mills, and if farm gross receipts are
less than household income, all but five acres of
farmland will be taxed at 24 mills. Leased or II
rented land will be at 24 mills.

Q..What is the Impact of Proposal-A on the
State Budget?

A- Both Proposal-A and the Back-up Plan will
require state budget reductions from current
spending levels. Proposal-A will require the state
to spend about $591 million less; the Back-up
Plan will require the state to spend about $350
million less. The impact, however, wilJ likely be
sma)) since state revenues have been running
ahead of expected levels for the last two years.

Q..What is the Impact of Proposal-A on
Local Government?

A- If the ballot proposal passes, the cap on State
Equalized Value (SEV) increases of 5 percent or
the rate of inflation, whichever is less, will help
hold down local government tax increases. How-
ever, because the cap does not affect new con-
struction and because property will be reassessed
upon its sale, local government will generally
continue to see revenue increases somewhat
highe! than the rate of inflation. The Back-up Plan
contams no SEV caps, doing nothing to hold
down local government spending.
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Careers in Agriculture 
Agriscience Education 
Profile: 
Ronald Behrenwald, 
1992 Graduate 

"I became a teacher because I wanted to 
have an impact on young people . . . to really 
make a difference in their lives." 

In those few words, Ronald Behrenwald, 
agriscience teacher at Mason High School 
(Mason, Mich.), eloquently summarized the 
reasons behind his career choice. Behrenwald, 
an MSU graduate and Lakeview, Mich., na­
tive, enjoys the 
challenges of 
teaching agris­
cience and run­
ning a successful 
FFA program. 

"The diver­
sity of agriculture 
makes it very ex­
citing to teach," 
he said. "Every 
day is different. 
I'm teaching 
practical, hands-
on skills along 
with the needed 
t e x t b o o k 
material." 

Behrenwald 
was raised on a 
farm, and has al­
ways loved 
agriculture. In 
high school, he 
was also deeply 
affected by his 
experiences with 
the FFA. 

"I don't know 
of any youth organization that has provided 
the type of leadership experience that FFA 
can," he said. "Here in Mason, I have 50 
student members, a new and very energetic 
FFA alumni association and strong support for 
FFA from the community." 

Already planning to pursue a master's de­
gree in either school administration or general 
science, Behrenwald, who taught one year in 

Kirk L. Heinze 

In the past 10 years, two majors in the 
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
have produced eight out of 13 "Outstanding 
Senior Leaders" and a myriad other student 
organization presidents and officers. What is 
it about the Agriculture and Natural Resour­
ces Communication (ANR Comm.) and 
Agriscience Education (Ag. Ed.) students that 
they aspire to leadership roles? 

"Both of our undergraduate programs are 
designed to develop strong communications, 
teaching and leadership skills among our stu­
dents," said Dr. Jake Wamhoff, chairperson of 
the Dept. of Agricultural and Extension 
Education (AEE). 

"Our society is in growing need of young 
women and men who can speak, write, solve 
problems, adapt to change, think creatively 
and, most important, lead," Wamhoff added. 
"In AEE, we are committed to identifying, 
nurturing, preparing and graduating just these 
types of people." 

Of the 65 students enrolled in the Ag. Ed. 
major, about half will become agriscience 
teachers. The others, who take fewer teach­
ing-related classes and more agriculture cour-

Ron Behrenwald (second from right) works with his students on one of 
many projects he develops as an agriscience teacher at Mason High 
School in Mason, Mich. The 1992 MSU Agriscience graduate enjoys the 
diversity of agriculture, making each school day different. 

Vicksburg, Mich., before coming to Mason, 
was pleased with the depth and the breadth of 
his undergraduate program. 

"Although I am very happy teaching 
agriscience, it is comforting to know that my 
undergraduate training has also prepared me 
for other career paths, should I want a change 
later in life." 

AMERICA'S #1 
"' MOWER 

Send for your FREE CATALOG on the 
amazing TROY-BILT* Sickle Bar Mower! 

• Now with "power steering' 
for easy maneuvering! 

• Comfortable, 
vibration-absorbing 
handlebars! 

Amaz ing ly fas t . . . clears an 
acre in just 1 hour! 

Blaze na tu re t r a i l s for 
walking, hunting, skiing, snow-
mobiling. 

• Powered wheels Enhance the beauty of your 
just roll over 
rugged terrain! 

• J Models up 
to 5HP, 42" 
wide cut! 

If you have over an acre of land, 
the TROY-BILT Sickle Bar Mower is 
the perfect "Off-Lawn" mower to cut 
grass, weeds, even light brush of any 
height in all types of terrain. 

For Your FREE Catalog, Call 

place by clearing ugly weeds, 
unsightly brush and unwanted 
saplings. 

Have a safer place, too, with­
out fire hazards, driveway blind 
spots, poison ivies, oaks or 
sumacs. 

itlZ i' Dept. 4124 
or Mail This Coupon TODAY! 

. TROY-BILT Mfg. Co. Dept. A41 24 
I 102nd St. & 9th Ave., Troy, NY 12180 
| • YES! Please send me your FREE 
• Catalog on how the TROY-BILT* Sickle Bar 
1 Mower can increase the beauty and value 
I of my property. (For a free copy of the 
• 7-year warranty write to the address 
J above.) 3 IT 

Name v 

OTROY-BILT 
An American Legem! Curing f-or The Land 

Address 

City 

State. _Zip 
i Product also available in Canada! < 

ses, are preparing for positions in agricultural 
sales, management, and human relations. 

According to Randy Showerman, Ag. Ed. 
instructor and advisor, the program places 
100 percent of its teacher candidates and 75 
percent of its general agriscience grads in 
full-time positions within two months of 
graduation. 

"All our students have a strong foundation 
in basic and applied science," Showerman 
said. "They also take more in-depth course 
work in at least two agriculture or natural 
resource-related disciplines, like Animal 
Science or Forestry." 

Like their counterparts in the agriscience 
major, the ANR Comm. students have en­
joyed strong job placement rates over the past 
decade. The program has placed ap­
proximately 75 percent of its graduates in jobs 
directly related to agricultural or natural 
resources journalism, advertising, public rela­
tions or marketing communications. 

ANR Communications majors take equal 
numbers of courses from the College of 

Agriculture and Nat. Resources and the Col­
lege of Communication Arts. This enables the 
students to learn from faculty experts across 
several disciplines and to share classes with 
students majoring in such diverse areas as 
horticulture, advertising, resource develop­
ment and journalism. 

"Our students must be able to convey dif­
ficult technical information to a variety of 
consumer and industry audiences," said Kirk 
Heinze, ANR Comm. associate professor and 
advisor. "They must have solid writing, speak­
ing and listening skills, and they must be able 
to intelligently express agricultural and 
natural resources-related information and is­
sues." 

For more information about either the 
Agriscience Education or the Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Communication major, 
contact the Dept. of Agricultural and Exten­
sion Education, 410 Agriculture Hall, M.S.U., 
E. Lansing, MI 48824, or fill out and mail the 
coupon below. 

Ag and Natural Resources Communications Prof He: 
Renee Howard, 1986 Graduate 

A lifelong love of animals has led Renee 
Howard from 4-H participation to a 
bachelor's degree in Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Communications, and a successful 
career in agricultural public relations. 

Not yet 30, Howard was just named vice 
president for the Agribusiness Division of 
Fleishman-Hillard, Inc., an internationally-
renowned public relations firm. Based in Kan­
sas City, Mo., Howard helps coordinate 
public relations activities for national ac­
counts such as BASF Animal Nutrition, Agri-
Dyne Technologies, Inc., and the National 
SoyDiesel Development Board. 

"When I first came to Michigan State, I 
enrolled in the pre-vet program," Howard 
said. "However, I soon 
realized my greatest 
skills were in speaking, 
writing and working 
with people." 

Howard, a 1986 
MSU graduate and Big 
Rapids, Mich., native, 
transferred into the ANR 
Communications pro­
gram, and found exactly 
what she wanted in a 
major. 

"The MSU ag. com­
munications program is 
one of the best in the na­
tion primarily because of 
its flexibility, its em­
phasis on teaching and 
advising, and its re­
quired internship pro­
gram," she noted. 

While still a student, 
Howard had several in­
ternship experiences, in­
cluding stints with the 
American Dairy As­

sociation of Michigan, BAC&K Public Rela­
tions and the Lansing-based Neogen Corpora­
tion, where she also landed her first job. 

"The internships gave me the practical 
experiences and skills I needed to supplement 
what I had learned in the classroom," she said. 
"Without the combination of book and 'hands-
on' experience, I would not have been nearly 
as employable." 

For those that are considering an agricul­
tural communications career, Howard sug­
gests that "if you like working with people and 
you love to write and talk about agriculture, 
the ag. communications field is chocked full 
of opportunities." 

Renee Howard, vice president of the Agribusiness Division of 
Fleishman-Hillard, Inc. in Kansas City, Missouri, discusses a 
publication layout with a co-worker. Howard, an MSU graduate 
in ANR Communications, says her education prepared her well 
for her career. 

MSU College of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Please send more information on the following major(s) to: 

Name: Phone:X 

Address: .City: Zip: 

The career I'm most interested in is: 

Ag-Tech (two-year) 
• Dairy Management 
• Livestock Production 
• Horse Management 
• Crop Production 
• Electrical Technology 
• Commercial Floriculture 
• Agribusiness 
• Landscape and Nursery 
• Turfgrass Management-

Golf Course 
• Turfgrass Management-

Lawn Care/Athietic Field 

• 
D 

a 
D 
a 
• 
D 

• 

- Four-Year Majors -
Agricultural Engineer­
ing 
Agriculture & Natural 
Resources 
Communications 
Agriscience 
Animal Science 
Biosystems Engineering 
Building Construction 
Management 
Crop and Soil Sciences 
Environmental and 
Natural Resource Policy 

• Fisheries and Wildlife 
• Food Engineering 
• Food Science 
• Food Systems 

Economics Mgmt. 
D Forestry 
• Horticulture 
• Packaging 
• Park and Recreation 

Resources 
• Public Resource 

Management 

Complete this coupon, clip and mail to: 
MFB Promotion and Education Dept. 
P.O. Box 30960 
Lansing, Ml 48909-8460 
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RECYCLE YOUR DIESEL air
filters. Recycle Now, Inc. a

'Holland, Michigan based
company, committed to recyl-
ing diesel and industrial air
intake filters using the Sonic
Dry Clean method. No liquids
or detergents used. Half the
cost of a new filter! Better than
a new filter! For more informa-
tion, call 1-616-396-n24 or
fax 1-616-396-8102.

BIRD FERTILIZER
SERVICES. 1100 N IrvinQ,
Greenville. Fertilizer, chemi-
cals, seed, lime, feed. Soil
testing, truck spreading and
custom spraying. Call
1-616-754-3684.

STARTERS, alternators,
generators. Rebuilt for cars,
trucks and tractors. Diesel
and heavv duty work. In
business Since 1970.
Armature Rewind and
Rebuilding, Bay City.
1-517-686-3450

WEST MICHIGAN BARN
RESTORATION. We repair
or replace foundations of all
kinds, roofs, floors, beams,
sidewalls and doors. Structur-
al Straightening and painting.
No Sunday calls.
616-924-4151.

FORMER DAIRY FARM:
118 acres, Oceana County,
near lake Michigan and
Stony Lake. Four bedroom
farm house, oak kitchen, orig-
inal woodwork, several newer
barns. Sell all or part,
$189,900.

Roger Simon
Vollmer Inc., Realtors

1-616-894-5611

42 ACRES: Private airstrip,
highway frontage, mobile
home, large pole barn, 3 road
access. Hunting, fishing.
Great opportunityl Call now,
1-616-937-9273.

80 ACRE WHOLESALE
NURSERY growers of Ever-
greens, Trees, Shrubs,
Perennials. Complete setup
includes house, 3 barns, Air-
tream office, 15 polyhouses,
equipment, nursery stock,
marketing system. Termsl
Great location! Southwest
Michigan for 27 years, major
highways, large cities nearby.
Appointment to see how
"money grows on trees".
Michigan Farm News,
Nursery Business, P.O. Box
6, Stanton, MI 48888.

AGRICULTURAL LAND for
rent in Romulus, Wayne
County. 45 acres, Huron
River Drive, just north of
Eureka. Call 1-517-548-6646
weekdays for information.

DAIRY FARM: 227 acres
farmland. Set up for dairy
operation. Includes; grain
binS, silos, barns, outt:)uild-
ings and quality built 4-
bedroom home. Additional
acreage availablel $295,000.

Century 21
Czmer Realty

Adrian, MJ
1-517-263-8855

LUTHER, MICHIGAN: Ten
square acres on county road,
nice building site, wooded
with small marsh on one
comer. Uttfe Manistee River
and state land nearby.
$10,000. Call
1-313-634-4909.

TOTAL 20 ACRES, 8~
blueberries. Solid set irriga-
tion, pond, 5 bedroom house,
2Y2 baths, cathedral ceiling, 2
decks. Near South Haven.
Call 1-616-253-4569.

YORKSHIRE SPOT and
Hampshire F1 Boars. Ready
for service. 906 EXY Avenue,
Vicksburg, MI. Call
1-616-649-2803.

EXPERIENCED Michigan
agribusiness attorneys with
farm backgrounds. Know-
ledge and experience in all
fann areas; restructure, stray
voltage, bankruptcy, estate
planning. EAST SIDE:
Thomas J. Budzynski, 43n7
Groesbeck Hwy., Mt.
Clemens, MI 48036,
313-463-5253; WEST SIDE:
Robert A. Stariha, 40 W.
Sheridan, Fremont, MI
49412, 616-924-3760.

EMU'S: The livestock of the
future. Now hatching and
taking orders for chicks. Call
Mid-Michigan Llamas & More.
1-517-662-2165

FOR SALE: Registered
polled hereford breeding age
bulls, heifers, cows. Rocky
Banner bloodlines. MSU
performance tested. Call
Rye Hereford Farm,
1-517-734-3005.

FREE CATALOG: Whole-
sale prices. Broiler and pedi-
gree laying chicks, turkeys,
ducks, guineas, goslings.

Reich Poultry Farms
Marietta, PA 17547
Call 1-717-426-3411

HAMPSHIRE BOARS: 4H
Club pigs. Delivery available I
Pseudorabies and Brucello-
sis. Jerry Roth,
5040 Bancroft, Lowell, MI.
C~'- 1-616-868:-7386.
PUREBRED Yorkshire,
Hampshires and F-1, boars,
200-400 pounds. Open Gilts,
also bred Gilts with Realtime
and Sonoray. Information and
percentage lean cut. Call
1-517-649-8988.

QUALITY ANGUS BREED-
ING STOCK Performance
tested, Bulls semen tested.
Free delivery. Also Border
Collie Stock Dogs. Call today.
BORDNER ANGUS FARMS
Sturgis, MI 616-651-8353.

HERDSMAN NEEDED for
130 cow Central Michigan
Dairy Farm. Must have recent
experience in all aspects of
dairy operation. Will consider
leasing or purchasing your
cows. Wages, benefits and
housing negotiable. 6 days
per month off and 2 weeks
paid vacation after 1 year.
Send letter of application and
resume to: Zeeb Farms, 2840
Herbison Rd, Bath, MI 48808.
(Confidentiality assured)

HERDSPERSONI Assistant
herdsperson for northwest
Michi9an 130 head dairy.
HOUSing, benefit package.
Postion available mid March.
Call 1-616-588-2435 or
1-616-547-9195 to request
application and interview.

lIiIIBI
BORDER COLLIE PUPS:
Registered working parents.
Born 1-8-94. Female, $350.
Males, $250. Dale Ledebuhr,
1-616-467-6109. Sturgis MI.
Please call before 8am or
after 8pm.

MICHIGAN CERTIFIED
Kenwood Soybean seed for
sale. 95% germ, high cold
vigor. Cleaned, bagged and
tagged! Call Schmidt Farms
of Auburn at
1-517-662-2695.

IDAHO'S BEST ALFALFA
delivered any where to you I
Ida-Best Hay Company,
1-800-558-2378. Ask for
Darren.

CHESTNUT TREES: Now
from out of the past for you, a
rea! favorite. Enjoy and mark-
et real chestnuts. Bigger and
better than you remember.
Wholesome, nutritiousl
State Inspected: large
selection, sizes and prices to
fit your needs. Any quantity
available, but a four tree
minimum. Every farm has a
place for these valuable trees.
Also offering Englishl
Carpathian and Black
Walnuts, nuts or timber.
Planting suggestions with
your order. Order soon,
Spring planting. Brochure and
price list, 1-616-637-7038 or
616-637-7450.

Tree Farm
66645 107th Avenue

South Haven, MJ 49090

FOR SALE: 1993 Shelled
com 22-24 percent in harves-
ter. Will deliver anywhere
reasonable. Irish Farms,
1-517-n0-4342

FOR SALE: John Deere
7000, 6 row drill with plateless
units and insecticide hoppers.
Call 1-517-453-2383.

FOR SALE OR TRADE:
Approximatfey 25 pieces of
farm equipment due to
change in farm operation. Sl
Johns area Call for flyer.
1-517-834-2576.

FOR SALE: Winpower three
phrase 240 volt generator,
model 8040. 1-313-428-8610

JOHN DEERE 60: Power
steering, live PTO, new front
tires. Good condition I $2300.
Call 1-517-546-7730.

NEW AND USED irrigation
and manure spreading equip-
ment. Pumps, travelers,
agitators, PVC and aluminum
pipe. Call for listing. We
deliver!

Plummer SUl'ply, Inc.
1-800-632-7731_

NEW HOLLAND 1038 stack-
liner bale wagon. Unloads
single bales and retrieves
stacks. Excellent condition!
$12,500. New Holland 316
baler. Excellent conditiion!
Call 1-517-652-9624.

PRESSURE CLEANER:
Factory direct. 2000 BSI
Honoa, 5.5hp, Blackmax
series, 50' pressure hose,
9un and wand. Chemical
Injector, 5 spray tips. $798.99
delivered! Call
1-800-257 -4n 4.
Full catalog available.

RAIN CONTROL
Manure, drip and sprinkler
irrigation systems. New and
used available. For free
product catalog, contact us at
1-517-263-5226.
Fax, 1-517-263-6153.
Adrian, MI.

SOLID BAR STEEL nursery
pens, farrowing stalls, free
stalls, flush trays, farm and
ranch supplies. Free quotes!
Free catalog! Rettey, P.O.
Box 261, Department 119,
Colchester, IL 62326.

Zip
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10,000 BUSHEL GRAIN bin,
in bin dryer, stirrator, sweep
auger. Call 1-616-623-2556.

BUZZ SAW, 3-point hook up
pulley-belt. New two wheel
trailer, 42"x6'. 1980 Olds 88,
4-door, 78,000 actual miles,
good tires. Runs very good!
1-517-543-4752.

5. Livestock

1. Farm Machinery

2. Livestock Equipment

3. Farm Commodities

4. Seeds

Classified Rates
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(6) DAWN TRASH row c1ean- F-2 GLEANER, diesel, ng.,
ers. Fits John Deere 7000 or 2078 hours, 1516 sep. hours.
Kinze planters. Used very 15' flex head, 4-row Black
little. Call 1-419-836-8674. com head, dummy head with

Sund. Call 1-517-695-9857.

% MILE WOVEN FENCE
and barbed wire. Five to ten
years old, $500. Steel posts,
$1.50 to $2.00 each. Cow
stanchions, $10 each. Call
1-810-727-1060.1------------------------
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Get the Third Issue

FREE!
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D Controls will b~ required for all
activities on pasture and other
grazing lands to reduce the physi-
cal disturbance and direct loading
of animal waste and sediment
caused by livestock.

••

Discussion Questions

Those measures could include voluntary
use of the Farmstead Assessment System,
educational/demonstration projects, cost
share programs to implement structures and
practices, tax incentive programs and con-
servation credit programs.

Although farmers support the concept of
protecting surface and groundwater from
contamination, it's clear that heavy-handed
bureaucratic measures like the Coastal
Zone Management Act are not the best tool
for protecting our precious water resources.

D Controls will be applied to all ac-
tivities on irrigated lands includ-
ing agricultural crop and pasture
land, orchard land, specialty
cropland and nursery cropland.

If implemented, the high cost of these man-
datory measures will significantly increase
the cost of doing business in Michigan. In
fact, it's estimated that about one-third of
the marginal farmers in the state will not
survive the economic burden of the Coastal
Zone Management Act.

Michigan Farm Bureau believes that volun-
tary, incentive driven programs should be
developed to encourage farmers to adopt
management measures authorized under
the Act.

1. Were your group members aware of the
provisions of the Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Act and the potential impacts on
Michigan agriculture prior to this discus-
sion topic? Yes__ No __

If yes, how did you learn of the program?

2. What agencies and/or organizations
would be the most effective and helpful to
farmers in implementing the proposed
management practices?

3. What should be the source of funding for
the management practices on individual
farms required by the Coastal Zone
Management Act?

4. What steps should be used to enforce the
provisions of the act?

5. If a farmer is unable or unwilling to
comply, should he be penalized?

Discussion Topic for April -
Coastal Zone Management
In 1990, Congress passed amendments to
the Coast Zone Management Act. At this
time, it appears that the entire state of
Michigan, except for a small portion of the
southwest Upper Peninsula, will be
covered by the amendments.

Whether you're looking for a small, rustic cabin or a large Call or write today.
spacious home, an HONEST ABE LOG HOME is for you. 0 Send me your FREE fulk:olor brochure explaining
Our log homes are special, one of a kind, homes. Let us your log homes.
help you create your own special home. Our company has 0 Enclosed is $10.00 for your color catalog, which in-
many years of experience and hundreds of homes as 8 tes- eludes 40 standard floor plans.
timony to this fact 0 Please send Dealer Information
• Free d~n services let you create your dream home. ,. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -,~ :Nmne :
• Construction service to make ~ etSf for you and assure : Address :

you the highest quality job. : City State :
• Large, massive logs accurately prHut and numbered : Zip Phone :at our plant to provide the highest quality materials. L :.J

~ (.\~:... Please clip and mail to: 3855 Clay County Hwy.
~ Dept.TSRBr-I!!!!!! Dealerships Available. Moss, Tennessee 38575

1-800-231-3695

Section 6217 of the Act requires states to
establish coastal nonpoint programs which
must be approved by both the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
and the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA). Beginning in fiscal year 1996,
states that fail to submit an approvable
coastal nonpoint program face reductions
in federal funds.

The main purpose of section 6217 is to
strengthen the links between federal and
state coastal zone management and water
quality programs to help boost state and
local efforts to manage land use activities
that degrade coastal waters and habitats.

This is to be accomplished primarily
through management measures in con-
formity with guidance published by the
EPA and through additional state-
developed management measures as neces-
sary to achieve and maintain applicable
water quality standards.

The agricultural program will need to con-
trol nutrients, sediment, animal wastes,
salts and herbicides and protect habitats.
The EPA's published guidance document
states that:

D All farmers within the coastal
boundary will need to have a
resource managements system in
place that satisfies criteria con-
tained in the SCS Field Office
Technical Guide. These measures
apply to all activities that cause
erosion on agricultural land.

D Control measures will be re-
quired for all new animal
facilities regardless of size and
for all existing facilities with
specified numbers of animals.

D Controls will be required to mini-
mize leaching of nutrients from
the root zone. Farmers will be re-
quired to implement and peri-
odically update a nutrient
management plan for their farm.

o Controls will be required to
reduce contamination of surface
and groundwater from pesticides.
Those controls will include In-
tegrated Pest Management
strategies, organic farming techni-
ques, record-keeping, calibration
of spray equipment and anti-back-
flow devices.

Visa, Mastercard

Cash & Carry

CALL Home Refinance
Loan Specialists LIVE 24
HOURS. Cash in 7 days.
Bankruptcy OK.
Call 1-800-223-9699
(616 area only)
or 1-616-285-3243.

•
HERITAGE
BUILDING SYSfEMS

800-643-5555

~j.~tliJ.!~ff::!!f!!!f!!1i
BUILD IT YOURSELF
AND SAVE MONEY

ConmerciaI SleeI buildings leahmg easy bel up assenilIy lor lhe do it
ywseIt buIder Iran America's Iargesl <istJilutor. We have D\IIlr 5,000
standard sizes of shop, farm, industrial, commercial and mini.
warehouse buildings. AI are c:orrpete wiIh engineer ~ pemiI
drawings to meet 1986 MBMA codes, 20 year root warranty, and
paned waIs. Gal us txlay lor a free i1lormatlon package, and a ~
00 CU klp ~ buildings or bubng CXlrJ1XlOOOl parts.

MINI WAREHOUSE
SALE 511.898

20 x 120 WITH 24 UNITS COMPLETE WITH
PARTITIONS 8 X 7 DOORS AND HARDWARE

BRANSON, MISSOURI:
April 14-17 and ~ril 21-24,
$299.00 each. All trips include
shows, transporation, lodging
and meals. Algoma Snow
Train with optional cassino,
March 11 and 12, $120.00
each. Holland Tulip Festival,
May 11, $29.00 each with
dinner.

HAINES TOURS
Route 3, Gladwin, MI 48624

1-517-426-7725

BUYERS OF STANDING
timer and veneer logs.
Devereaux Sawmill, Inc.
Pewamo, MI. Call
1-517-593-2552.

OLD GAS PUMPS, globes,
station signs, oil cans. Call
1-616-984-5183 anytime.

INTERNATIONAL corn
binders, grain binders, silo
fillers, New Holland 402 hay
crimpers, 455 and 456
mowers. John Spezia, Jr.,
Leonard, MJ. Call
1-810-628-4147.

COST

In stock tires only.

DESCRIPTION
Truck & Trliltr Tire.
8.75-16.5 LT Redi Grip TL $ 57.96
8.25-20/1 0 Redi Grip 121.24
11.00.20 Recap 154.74
10.00 R15 Low Boy 192.36
8.25-15 Low Boy 120.57
7-14.5/8 Trailer 46.25
16.5x6.50/8 Boat Trailer 13.64
23x8.50/12 Utility Trailer 26.08
Farm Tire.
4.00-19/4SL Tri Rib $ 26.10
14L-16.1/6 Quad Rib 175.99
11L-15/8 Quad Rib 62.35
9.5L-1516 Agri Quad Rib 52.80
7.50-16 Mono Rib 63.27
11.00-16 Mono Rib 138.00
l1L-14/8 AgO Service TT 46.37
7.50-16/8 Hi Rotation 39.37
19L-16.1/10 Implement 248.51
5.00-15/4 SL Agri Implement... 24.07
7.50-16/6 SL Agri Implement... 39.96
9.5L-15112 TT R-1 46.56
21.5L-16.1/10 FS 3oo.93
12.5L-15 Trai 0rive 123.50
18.4-38 Agri Deep lub 469.75
18.4-26/10 Power Mark TT 311.30
11.2-28/4 Agri Power LSB 112.91
16.9-24/6 Agri Power LSB TT 184.58
16.9-28/6 Agri Power LSB TT 223.68
16.9-34Agri Power LSB 255.54
13.6-38/6 Agri Power 194.09

.---POLE BARN: No size too big
or small; also postholes dug,
18 years experience. Phone
1-810-793-2735, John S~.

INTRODUCTORY OFFER:
$60 per ton; animal bedding
made from recycled news-
paper, chopped not shred-
ded. More absorbent-less
flies-less odor. 70# bales.

Clean Future
1-517-876-6051

Turner, MI
HARDY OUTSIDE
WOOD FURNACE:

Eliminates fire danger, odor,
inside mess. Heats home,
domestic water, pools. Bums
12 hoursl Stainless steel
construction, easy installa-
tion. 1-800-743-5883.

Jamboree Acres
Distributor

FOR SALE: 4200 bushel
steel storage grain bin. Good
condition I $800. Handicap lift
recliner chair. Excellent
conditionl $350. Call
1-616-757-2106.

PRESSURE TREATED
fence posts, hi-tensile fence
supplies. Installation crew
available.

Nevill Supply
1-517-386-3517
1-517-386-2382

SET OF FIVE TIRES:
P235n5 R15 M&S, only
2,500 miles, $300. Two trailer
house axles, one with brakes,
tires included. $300. Call
1-517-839-0059.

STRAW CHOPPERS: We
rebuild and balance. Some
exchanges. We stock chop:
per parts. ENGINE
REBUILDING our specialty.
Auto-Truck -Tractor-Antique-
Conti nen tal-Koh Ie r-Onan-
Wisconsin engine dealer.

Harfa Auto Parts
Cecil, Ohio

419-399-4777

WANTED: Old motorcyles,
snowmobile and off road vehi-
cles. 1965 and older. Call JD,
1-517-676-0583.

CENTRAL MICHIGAN
METALS: Buyers of all
grades of scrap metal.
Call Kevin Ferguson,
1-517-386-2409 or
1-800-835-1170.
1215 East Maple Road,
Clare, MI 48617

WANTED: Old swords, old
handmade knives, antique
guns, American Indian arti-
facts, Civil War items. Call
1-517-835-4622 .

1-800-557 -3835

COST

~~~ Spring ~e~r':n~:-~:'e Sale ~~
DESCRIPTION COST
FarmTim
20.8-36/8 Agri Power $453.64
18.4R-34 Agri Radial 111 371.88
20.8-38/8 Agri Radial 375.oo
20.8-42 Radial ADTraction n5.55
18.4-16.1/6 Armstrong 100.00
18.4-26 Armstrong R-2 155.57
14.9-26 Good Year 420.79
24.5-32/10 Agri Combine 704.25
MilcellantOUl Tlrel
6.50-10/10 Industrial $ 55.58
13x5.oo/6 Dico Industrial 10.00
18x9.50/10 Fast-T 29.15
23xl 0.50-R/4 32.64
116-15110 FS Industrial F3 58.50
Tubtt
14L-16.1 Tube $ 9.61
18.4/19lJ21.5L-16.1 Tube 34.16
13.oo/14.~24 Tube 16.91
23.1-30 Tube 56.51
9.5-32 Tube 18.83
24.5R32 Ra<iaI Tube 53.99
28.1-26 Natural Rubber Tube 56.83
20.8-34 Natural Rubber Tube 53.52
23.1-34 Natural Rubber Tube 62.86
20 x 8.00/1 O.~ 10 Tube 6.23
22xl1.~10. 25x12-9125xl3-9 8.61
22xll.oo-8I21xl2-8 Tube 9.08
4.~ 18/19 Tube 4.09
4.~12 Tube 3.42

DESCRIPTION
Pultnger Car Tire.
P195/7OR14 Co-Op $ 40.23
P185/70R13 Golden Mark 36.17
Pl95170R13 Golden Mark 39.81
P225/70R 14 Pacemark 52.03
P215/7OSR15 Pacemark 46.37
P215/60R15 Pacemark 56.10
P225/7OSR15 Pacemark 50.69
P235/70R15 Pacemark 53.28
P195/60R14 Summit .41.36
P195/60HR15 Mega Torque 42.16
P205/75 15 XTL 44.oo
P205/75 14 XTL 42.19
P215/75R15 Country Squire 44.17
Truck & Trailer Tire.
31x10.5O/15 Country Squire XL $ 72.85
9.5OR16.5 Country Squire 75.82
9.5OR16.5 LT Country Squire AT ..75.82
LT245/75R16 Country Squire AP ..89.07
LT235/75R15 Country Squire XT ..71.36
l T245/75R16 Country Squire AT ..84.66
lT225/75R16 Coootry Squire AT ..71.92
1O.ooR22/G Solar 246.13
10.00.15/14 Ply FS 193.25
10.ooR22.5 Kelly KSR 267.62
295/75R 22.5LP Kelly KDM 281.10
11-24.5 Tri Power TL 164.28
295/75A22.5/14 H'lQhway 232.42
9.00-20/10 Multi CarrierTT 144.19
11-24.5 Multi Carrier TL l96.29
8.00-16.5 Redi Grip TL 46.94

B & W Farm Services
127 S. Pine
Breckenridge
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ANTIQUES
BUSINESSES

FARM
HOUSEHOLD

REAL ESTATE
We also purchase Antiques,
one piece or full estates.
CALL NOW for spring and
summer sales.

1-810-227-8040.

MERRITT AUCTION
SERVICE

Now booking Farm Auctions.
Sales managing, complete
set up, clerks, cashiers, tents.
Four Auctioneersl Call
Greenville, 1-616-754-9437.

K & K AUCTION
SERVICES

Providing auctions statewide
for:

.--
WORLD WAR I AND II Mili-
tary Relics wanted:
Leather Flight Jacket
Samani Swords
Squadron patches
Metals and badges
Daggers and Kriives
Also buying Old Wooden
Airplane Propellers, Tobac-
co, Cigar cutters. Also any
Cigar advertising, Fruit
jars, antique telephones,
oak wall phones and candle-
stick. phones. Call THE
CASPIAN SEA, Greenville,
MI 616-754-9224 or
616-754-8892, or stop in. We
are located in the center of
town across from FMB bank,
next to Haan's t?akery.

DEBT RESTRUCTURING: 8
years practice representing

~ Michigan family farmers.
I Specializing in reorganiza-

tionl Experienced in many
agricultural issues, including
PA 116 requests.
Attomey Daniel Kraft,
1-517-485-8885.

PERMANENT STEEL
BUILDINGS No seconds .

.... State of the art manufactur-
ing. Monthly specials I Call
Nick, 1-616-754-0643.

FISH FOR STOCKING:
Giant Hybrid Bluegills, Rain-
bow Trout, Walleye, Large-
mouth Bass, Smallmouth
Bass, Channel Catfish, Perch
and Fathead Minnows.
Laggis' Fish Farm, Inc.

..... 08988 35th Street, Gobles, MI
49055. Call 1-616-628-2056
days. 1-616-624-6215
evenings.

HIGHEST QUALITY straw-
berry and aspargus plants.
Let our 20 years experience
help you start a strawberry or
aspargus enterprise in your
area. Free brochurel Krohne

• Plant Farms, Route 6, P.O.
Box 586, Dowagiac, MI
49047. 1-616-424-3450.
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Calendar of Events
March 16-17 - Michigan Grazing Con-
ference, Mt ..Pleasant, contact Ben Bartlett,
(906) 228-4830.

April 16 - Southwest Mie'bigan Polled
Hereford Association Sale, Allegan, noon.

April 23 - West Branch Boll Sale, noon. iF

April 30 - 4th Annual Key to Profit Sale,
Escanaba, 1 p.m.

June 20-24 - Young People's Citizenship
Seminar, Aquinas College, Grand Rapids,
1-800-292-2680, ext. 3234.

July 19-21 - MSU-Ag Expo, Michigan State ;-
University.

July 20 - Summerfest, MFB Center, Lansing

Send or FAX information (inlcude Dame
and phone number) three wee.U in ad-
vance to: Mlchipn 'ann News

P.O. Box 30960
Landng, MI 48909-8460

FAX (517) 323-6793

March 2ft - l3Jh Annual Michigan
Limousin t\ssnGlation Sale~ Hillsdale Co.
Fairgrounds, Show 9:30 a.m.t Sala 1 p.m.

AprilS-tO - Michigan Beef Expo, lngham
County FairgIounds, Mason, call (517~ 669-
8589for more information.

Prntrred CuslOlTl8r Program

counTER~150
LOCH '0 LOAD~

Buy COUNTER@156 LOCK'n LOAD@right now, and you con earn up to $1.00*
on acre, redeemable as cash or other benefits through the Harvest PartnersTM
Preferred Customer Program.
UnTOUCHABLE PERFORMAnCE. Without question,
COUNTER@156 systemic insecticide-nematicide is the best corn protection
you con buy. Year aher year, field tests consistently prove COUNTER
to be the most effective, broadest-spectrum insect control there is.

No other product can touch COUNTER performance.
UnTOUCHABLE PROTECTion. Buy COUNTER in the LOCK'n LOAD closed handling
system, and you not only protect your crops, you protect yourself. No bogs to open. No pouring.
No dust. No empty bogs to dispose of. Converting your planter boxes to LOCK'n LOAD is easy, too.
Just ask your Cyanamid AgriCenterTMdealer or coli 1-800-942-0500.
UnTOUCHABLE VALUE. Any way you look at it, this is a great deal. The best insect control
you can buy. The best system for delivering it. And on incentive you can't pass up. So, don't wait.
Order COUNTER 156 LOCK'n LOAD now and earn up to $1.00 an acre on your purchase.

1m Consider the Woodlot as Part of Your Cropping Program
The fixed costs of operating a farm are "Most of that 60 percent is on the highest "If walnut or veneer log material is grow-

Most farmers see farm woodlots as little attributed equally to tillable ground and the valued farmland that we have in the state, and ing in a managed woodlot, it is not uncommon
more than unproductive land. But a properly woodlot, Koelling points out. those woodlots are highly productive," Koell- to expect a gross annual income of$60 to $70
managed farm woodlot can contribute sub- "So doing nothing with the woodlot costs ing says. "Yet the management given to those, per acre," Koelling says. "I suspect that when
stantially to the farm business, says Mel ~heownermoney,"hesays. "But if the woodlot woodlots is.often minim~l." we compare these figures with profitability of
Koelling, Michigan State University Exten- ISmanaged as well as th~ o~her cro~la~~, the DependlOg on the klOds of trees grown, most c~ops, the per acre .return on the,~ood-
sion Service forestry specialist. return .pe~acre can be q~l1~eImpressIve: farmers can expect to harvest ~etween 200 land w1l1probably be qUite favorable ..

MIchIgan has 18 milhon acres of tImber- and 300 board feet per year, WhIChtranslates As WIth any row crop, a good YIeld re- #

land, nearly 60 percent privately owned. into about $45 per acre gross annual income. quires good management.
"A management plan should be

developed that will channel the potential of
that woodlot into desirable species so that the
market will compensate the owner for the
investment," Koelling says.

He recommends developing such a plan
with a reputable forest consultant, who will
help the owner set goals and yield according
to the potential of the woodlot.

"A forest consultant will assist in prepar-
ing a management plan according to the
owner's objectives, prescribe what should be
done in the woodlot - in essence, help the
owner put it in order - and, if forest products
sales are involved, assist in finding the market
that will pay the highest return on invest-
ment," Koelling says.

He says that he appreciates the perspec- I .,
tive that a competent professional forestland
consultant will provide.

"Their approach is to ask t~e woodlot
owner about his/her objectives and then help
to achieve them," Koelling says. "Of course,
they will charge a fee for their services, but I
would say without exception that the benefit
one will realize greatly exceeds the cost in- /
curred in obtaining that professional advice."

Woodlot management may meet multiple
objectives, he notes.

"Management means directing the poten-
tial of the woodlot toward products of value
that are consistent with the owner's objec-
tives," Koelling says. "The objective may be
economic gain, improved wildlife habitat,
aesthetics, recreation or some combination of
those purposes."

Koelling cautions that there is a risk look-
ing for a quick economic fix from the wood-
lot.

"Good woodlot management takes time
and a certain degree of commitment and con-
tinuity to reach an objective," he says. "But
doing it well will greatly increase the ".-)-
economic and non-economic contributions
from the woodlot."

More information about private wood-
lot management can be obtained from any
county MSU Extension office or from
Koelling at MSU by calling (517) 355-0094.
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