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FDA Gives BST '
Green Light:
90-Day Moratorlum
Still in Effect

The Food and Drug Administration has
announced ; val of the new animal drug

sometribove, a recombinant bovine |

somatotropin uct, for inmasmg
milk production in. Pf;'ogows.

Sometribove increases milk output by
supplementing a cow’s natural BST, a hor-
mone produced in the pituitary gland. Milk
from treated cows has been found to have the
same nutritional value and composition as
milk from untreated cows.

"This has been one of the most extensively
studied animal drug products to be reviewed
by the agency," said FDA Commissioner
David A. Kessler, M.D. "The public can be
confident that milk and meat from BST-
treated cows is safe to consume."

As by the General A i
Office in September 1992, FDA found
evidence in the submitted clinical trials that
BST-treated cows have slightly increased in-
cidence of mastitis. In March, an FDA ad-

visory committee met to dmms ‘CONCemns
raised by GAO that antibiotic treatments for
mastitis could lead to increased mtib:onc
residues in milk.
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New Technology Pays For Past at Parson Chemical Plant

Workers enter the hood to lay down a layer of graphite in a path between four electrodes
to start a flow of electricity down into the ground that will melt the contaminated soil.
Th.'s was the fi rsr ever commerc:a! apphcahon of "!SV" rechnoiogy

First Time Commercial Use of
ISV in EPA Chemical Cleanup

A new technology for treating hazardous
waste, originally developed by the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) for treating
radioactive waste, is being utilized for the
first time ever on a commercial basis in
Michigan, at an Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Super Fund Site.

The process, called in situ vitrification
(ISV), involves the "in place" electrical
melting of soils and other earthen materials
to 3,600 F for purposes of destroying,
removing and/or permanently immobi-
lizing hazardous materials that are present.
Soil is converted into a rock-like material
that’s considered harmless, and the actual
mass of the soil, once melted, is reduced by
20 to 30 percent. The resulting hole is then
filled and covered with clean top soil and
reseeded.

Geosafe Corporation, based out of
Richland, Washington, is under an EPA
contract to apply the technology at the Par-
son Chemical Site located in Eaton County,
according to Leonard Zintak, EPA’s on-
scene coordinator for Region 5.

"What we’re dealing with here is a mixture
of pesticides, herbicides, and mercury,

which is difficult to treat by conventional

methods," explained Zintak. "You-just :
can’t ship this contaminated soil off to a |
landfill. Offsite incineration can be ex-

tremely expcnmvc at about $2,000 a cubic
yard,"., - T T
Continued on page 13 see
"Parson Chemical C!eanup"

Corn Sweetener Added to NAFTA Sugar Definition

A major focal point of NAFTA debate
within the farm community was effectively
eliminated with Mexico’s agreement to in-
clude corn-based sweeteners when deter-
mining if Mexico is a net surplus producer
of sugar. The move is expected to win a
number of new congressional supporters,
as well as additional supporters from the
agricultural community, according to MFB
Commodity Specialist Bob Boehm.

"The U.S. sugar industry had worried that
Mexico could displace a significant

|

amount of its domestic sugar consumption
by converting its current sugar-sweetened
beverage industry to High Fructose Corn
Sweetener (HFCS)," Boehm explained. "If
that were to occur under the original sugar
provisions of NAFTA, U.S, producers had
speculated that Mexico could export all of
its displaced crystalline sugar from the
beverage industry into the U.S."

With this change, Mexican sugar exports
will be capped at 250,000 metric tons after
the sixth year of the agreement, and HFCS

|
|
|
|
1
|
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must be included in NAFTA’s definition of
domestic sugar production.

Mexico has also agreed to a price-based
mechanism that would limit Mexican im-
ports of fruits; citrus; and vegetables if U.S.
producer pay prices were dramatically af-
fected, according to U.S. Trade Repre-
sentative Mickey Kantor. Although details

| were not readily available, Mexican imports

of those items would reportedly be control-
led and limited by adjustable U.S. tariffs
when needed to support U.S. prices.

Building Barns the Way They Used to

A team of oxen pull the second bent of the barn into place, as workers help guide
the beams into place. Approximately 60 workers were on hand to help and learn

Kalamazc-o County farmer Bill Saunders
didn’t know what to do with the old barn
originally built in 1870 on his farm. But in
1988, he knew he had to make the difficult
decision to either tear the old barn down or
have it worked on so that it could continue
to be used.

He opted for the latter and contracted with
M. Stitt Barn Restoration of Hesperia to
have the barn floors and sill beams replaced
and the 32 foot by 64 foot barn upgraded
for hay and equipment storage.

Unfortunately, after the barn had been
jacked up off of its foundation, Kalamazoo
County was hit with a fairly strong August
thunderstorm. When it was over, the barn
had been toppled and totally destroyed,
taking a nearby silo with it as well.

At that time, Mike Stitt made a promise to
Saunders that he would rebuild the bamn to
its original specifications, which was, coin-
cidently, made easier by some work
Saunders had done previously.

Continued on page 20, see

“Building Barns..."

some old tricks of barn raising.

Photo: Mike Smith
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Grassroots
Policy
Development:
Making Your
Organization
Work For You

I believe this has been one of the most exciting policy development (PD) seasons
ever in Farm Bureau. County PD committees across the state worked diligently to
generate well-thought-out local, state and national policy recommendations for their
county annuals. These proposed policies generated spirited debate and discussion.

Much of the credit goes to the Farm Bureau leaders who serve on the county Policy
Development committees. These men and women put many hours into garhering
r‘nﬁur and opinions on the kinds of policies that should be presented at the annuals.
Their efforts were helped along this fear by a special Policy Development question-
naire that was distributed to all reqular members through the Michigan Farm News.
Nearly 2,200 of these forms were returned to Michigan Farm Bureau and forwarded
to the county PD committees.

Policies approved at the county annual meetings dealing with local issues became
the official poﬁgl of the county Farm Bureau for the coming year. | ur%e you to study
and understand your local policies, so you can assist your county in the next impor-
tant step: working to implement that policy on the local level.

Policy recommendations dealing with state and national issues were forwarded to
the Michigan Farm Bureau Policy Development Committee. This hard working
group, chaired by MFB Vice President Wayne Wood, spent the fall researching is-
sues, talking to experts and reviewing input from MFB commodity advisory commit-
tees. They are now carefully studying the county policy recommendations and con-
solidating themn into a slate of policies to be considered by the delegates to the
Michigan Farm Bureau annual meeting, Nov. 28 - Dec. 1, in Detroit.

Although the exact shape of the policy recommendations is still being formed, I think
we'll see discussion at the annual meeting revolve around these major issues:

- balancing the federal budget - limiting federal taxes

- health care reform - private property rights

- reform of the endangered species act - the shape of the '35 Farm Bill

- school finance and education reform - farmland preservation

- reorganization of the U.S. Department of Agriculture

- agriculture and its impact on the environment (especially in regard to water

quality and chemical use)

Policies approved on state issues will become the official policy of the Michigan
Farm Bureau for the coming year. You'll be able to follow the successful progress
your oganfzarion makes in fmpfement:‘ng those policies by reading "Capitol Corner"
in the Michigan Farm News each month.

Policies on national and international issues will be forwarded to the AFBF Policy
Development Committee, of which | will be a member. That committee’s proposed
policies will be considered by the Michigan delegates to the AFBF annual meeting,
Jan. 9 - 13, in Ft. Lauderdale.

It's always great to be a Farm Bureau member, but it's especially exciting to be in-
volved in our organization during policy development time. You can be proud of the
effort your leaders put into making sure the policies reflect your wishes and the
needs of the agricultural industry. ‘

Efww

(Jack Laurie, President
Michigan Farm Bureau

Morton Buildings is leading the industry with:

v 50-year column and snow-load protection
(with no weight limit)

v/ 20-year protection against red rust
(including acid rain)

v 10-year wind-joad protection on
AlumaSteel” sliding doors (with no
weight limit)

v/ 5-year wind-load protection on complete
building (with no weight limit)

> New structural designs

> New structural capabilities
> New color combinations

> New building styles

> New exterior applications

> New interior options

> New sliding door technology
> New gutter systems

> New informative video tapes
> New corrosion profection

Call your local office today!

Adrian, MI (517) 263-0541
Brown City, Mi (313) 346-2702
Kalkaska, Ml (616) 258-2580
Rockford, Ml (616)874-6400
Three Rivers, M (616) 279-5271

800-437-7436

MORTON
/BUILDINGS

In Brief...
Midwest Disaster Payments Reach $207 Million
The USDA said it has distributed more than $207 million in direct disaster aid in nine

Midwestern states that suffered rain and flood damage last summer. The aid has so farbeen
in the form of crop disaster payments to farmers, loans to farmers and businesses,

| emergency food stamps to families, and other food assistance through relief agencies.

The department said it has paid $75 million in crop disaster payments to 27,368 farmers.
Crop insurance payments have totaled nearly $101.5 million. The distribution so far
represents only a small fraction of the $6.2 billion in overall aid Congress approved in
August, according to an Associated Press report.

Ethanol Push Needs Attention

Farmers and others interested in developing markets for ethanol need to contact the White
House "immediately, if not sooner," according to Rep. Glenn Poshard (D-I11.). "In the very
near future, the administration will rule as to whether ethanol will be used in the major cities
of this country," Poshard said. "Ethanol has passed the test and should be given the chance
to work in this country."

Poshard said he has met with Vice President Al Gore and EPA Administrator Carol Browner
urging them to give ethanol the green light. The congressman said administrative proceed-
ings and rulings have held up implementation of ethanol as provided in the Clean Air Act.

Hedging Tax Ruling Good for Agriculture

People in the agricultural industry were quick to praise the decision by the Internal Revenue
Service to treat income from most hedging transactions as ordinary income rather than
capital gains for tax purposes.

The National Grain and Feed Association called the decision "decisive, appropriate and
responsible.” Commodity Futures Trading Commission member Joseph B. Dial says it
should remove "a cloud of legal uncertainty hanging over U.S. agribusiness."

Previously, when hedging transactions were treated as capital gains and losses, with gains
subject to tax and losses not eligible for writeoff, much of the incentive for hedging to
minimize market risk or lock in future prices was lost.

Espy Loses Appeal on Meat Labels

A federal appeals court has again delayed, at least until January, USDA attempts to require
safe handling labels on raw meat and poultry products. The 5th U.S. Court of Appeals
refused to overturn a Texas judge’s order blocking USDA’s label directive from taking
effect on Oct. 15. According to the federal judge hearing the case, the USDA failed to show
enough of a food-safety emergency to require new labels with just two months notice. The
new labels would have required pictures and instructions on how to handle, cook, refrigerate
and thaw raw meat.

USDA has announced that it will issue new safe handling regulations rather than appeal
the court decision. Espy said that pursuing a lengthy court battle could thwart the goal of
providing safety information to consumers quickly. The new regulations could mean
mandatory labels by February or March. By starting over, USDA will have to publish the
proposed regulations and allow interested groups 30 to 90 days to comment. USDA would
then publish final rules with an implementation deadline.

October Farm Prices Up Over 4 Percent

The index of prices received by U.S. farmers for their products in October was down .7
percent from September, but was up 4.3 percent from a year ago, according to USDA
figures. Price declines in October for cattle, lettuce, soybeans and tomatoes more than offset
price gains for grapefruit, oranges, corn and eggs. The year to year increase was due to
price gains for oranges, hogs, corn, and soybeans. Without the orange price change from
last year, USDA said the index would have reflected only a slight increase.

The index of prices paid by farmers for commodities and services, interest rates, taxes, and
farm wage rates for October was up 1 percent from July and up 3.6 percent from October
1992, Since last surveyed in July, higher prices for feed, fuels, and self-propelled machinery
and tractors, more than offset lower feeder cattle and fertilizer prices, USDA said.

Harvest an Excellent Time to Think About 1994 Plans

Harvest is an excellent time for farmers to begin thinking about plans for next year. In
addition to crop rotation and production issues such as fertility and weed control, farmers
should also think about areas in their fields where waterways or other erosion control
measures would help reduce soil loss and control runoff.

"The ASCS has several cost-share programs that can help farmers install these structures,
and winter is a good time to visit ASCS offices to talk about these programs," according to
Jim Byrum, state executive director of the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation
Service (ASCS). Farmers can construct waterways, filter strips and other erosion control
structures with ASCS cost-share money, with the objective of reducing soil erosion and
improving water quality.
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Education Reform

Several bills have been introduced and specifics are being debated by both House and Senate
members. MFB has taken a position on several of the key elements of the Education Reform
Plan (see page 17 for a question and answer presentation on school finance issues).

Career and Technical Education:

The governor's plan does not include fund-
ing for Career and Technical Education
programs. These programs are extremely
eritical to agricultural education and FFA.

MFB supports the funding of the career
and technical education programs beyond
the basic per pupil grant.

Schools of Choice:

The governor’s plan would allow school
districts to "opt out" of the choice program,
therefore not allowing out-of-district stu-
dents into their system. The House has of-
fered an "opt in" program requiring all
school districts to adopt some type of in-dis-
trict choice unless a public justification
report is issued stating why choice will not
be offered.

Another House proposal calls for "choice
classrooms" providing options within their
own school building. Parents could petition
local school boards for a particular kind of
instruction.

MEB supports the concept of schools of
choice .and continues to.monitor specific
proposals as they are presented.

Charter Schools:

The Senate has amended the charter schools
legislation to exclude religious schools and
has narrowed the definition of who can
grant "charter school” status to school
boards, state Board of Education, and
universities, or a new state charter agency.

The House has introduced the concept of
"public school academies," allowing local
school districts to grant charters to a teacher
or group of teachers. It allows the state
authority to grant charters to local districts,
intermediate school districts, community
colleges, state public universities and cer-
tain state departments. It allows the state
Board of Education to grant a charter only
on appeal.

MFEB supports the concept of charter
schools and agrees with limiting the grant-
ing authority, but opposes the creation of a
new state charter agency.

Boundary Commission:

Legislation has been introduced that would
establish a statewide boundary commission
that would develop a plan to reorganize
vdrious regional service districts, I1SDs,
community college boundaries and report
to the Legislature any recommendations for
changes to these boundaries. The Legisla-
ture would choosé whether or not to act
upon the recommendations.

MFB opposes the establishment of a
boundary commission, and states that the
reorganization of school districts should be
studied and considered but should continue
to be voluntary.

Parental Involvement Improvement:
The governor’s proposal calls for an educa-
tion advisory board which would set educa-
tion goals and write a school improvement
plan as required in P.A. 25 of 1990 (the
Quality Education Act).

A new school governing board comprised
of elected parents and teachers would estab-

lish policies regarding school building
budgets, contracts with vendors, elc.

MFB supports the implementation of P.A. |

25 and, therefore, supports the education

advisory board, but opposes the school |
building governing board because it dupli-

cates the local school board’s role.

Longer School Day and Year

The House has introduced legislation that |
would lengthen the required school year by |

two days each year beginning in 1995-96

until the school year is 210 days in the year |

2010. A waiver would be available for ex-
emption from the school year requirement.

MFB supports the authority of the local
school board to most effectively utilize
their property and resources, therefore, the
decision to either increase the length of the

school day or increase the school year |
beyond the state required days should be the

decision of the local school board.

Student Education Bank Account:

A bill has been introduced in the Senate that
would establish a trust account of up to $24
billion te help pay for the first two years of
education or job training after high school.

The state would contribute $200/year/stu-
dent that would build up in the student’s
account during K-12 school years. Upon
graduation from high school, the fund
(82,400 in current dollars) would be used
towards the first two years of college or
trade school, and be considered full pay-
ment of community college tuition.

MFB opposes the college trust account be-
cause it does not directly involve K-12
education and any dollars that the state
generates should be directed towards K-12
funding.

Education Warranty:

Upon issuance of a high school diploma, the
school district would issue a warranty
guaranteeing the graduate has achieved a
set of basic proficiency skills. Up to two
years after graduation, if an employer finds
that an employee is deficient in certain skill
areas, the employer and the student may
make application to the school system that
issued the warranty to be retrained in the
deficient areas at no cost to the employer or
the student. The employer must use a state
issued proficiency lest.

MFB supports the concept of an "educa-
tional warranty” if a diploma and warranty
is issued only to those students who have
met minimum state standards and authority
be given to school systems to allow them to
expel disruptive students.

STATUS

Several bills have been reported out of both
the House and Senate committees and are
being considered on the floors of both
houses this week,

MFB CONTACT
Vicki Pontz, Ext. 2046

See page 17 For a question
and answer presentation on
school finance issues

Michigan Farm Bureau (517) 323-7000

Oil Pollution Liability

MFB POSITION

Farm Bureau opposes the
unreasonable level of oil
pollution liability or in-
surance and will file com-
ments with the MMS to
eliminate or significantly
reduce the impact.

MFB CONTACT
Al Almy, Ext, 2040

The Oil Protection Act-of 1990, enacted by Congress in
response to the Valdez Alaska oil spill, now appears to be
much broader than Congress intended. The act may apply
to many businesses, individuals and farms, unless Con-
gress takes action 1o correct mistakes.

The act requires firms and individuals to show proof of the
ability to be financially responsible for $150 million in
potential oil pollution liability. For smaller firms without
that level of assets, $150 million in insurance would be re-
quired to cover each facility. The definition of "facility" in
the act includes "any structure that is used to produce,
transport or store petroleum.” The term includes motor
vehicles, rolling stock and pipelines.

The Minerals Management Service (MMS) of the U.S.
Department of Interior has issued an advance notice of
proposed rule-making to implement the act. MMS recog-
nizes the problem businesses and farmers will have in com-
plying with the $150 million oil pollution liability or in-
surance requirements. However, the act does not appear to
permit any flexibility for MMS to waive or limit the extent
of the coverage.

Amendments to the Recreational Trespass Act

MFB POSITION '
S.B. 504 and 505 havei
passed the Senate and the
House and are awaiting |
the governor’s signature.
Farm Bureau offered |
several amendments to the |
original bill and supported
the substitute.

MFB CONTACT i
Vicki Pontz, Ext. 2046 |

CAO!\ISPANIE‘;

|

Grand Rapids Richmond
(616) 538-2400 (313) 727-7502
Traverse City Detroit Saginaw CONTINENTAL

(616) 267-5060  (313) 437-8121

Senate Bills 504 and 505, sponsored by Sen. Faust (D-
Westland), amend the Recreational Trespass Act to allow
a peace officer to seize property and enforce the act upon
complaint of the landowner. Penalty provisions are
provided for a first-time violater at 90 days in jail or $100
fine or both, and subsequent violations within three years
increase the fine to $1,000 and 90 days in jail or both,

The courts may order the violater to pay the costs of
prosecution and to make restitution for any damage to the
property arising out of the violation. If the person trespas-
ses while hunting or fishing, the court may revoke the
person’s hunting or fishing license for up to three years.
Language offered by MFB also ensures that no cause of ae-
tion shall arise against the owner of the property for an in-
jury unless there was an unreasonable risk of harm that the
owner was aware of and the owner failed to exercise
reasonable care to make the condition safe.

Posting of property is not required en farmlands. No one
may post another’s property without written consent of the
owner. The requirement that consent to use another’s
property has to be in writing was removed.

Senate Bill 505 amends the Revised Judicature Actto in-
clude violation of the Recreational Trespass Act in the
definition of "crime." which was necessary to enforce the
seizure of property.

Use the JCB Loadall
all around the farm - it's a

4WD tractor, a wheel loader
and a forklift, all rolled into one.

Call one of these convenient locations

(517) 777-0000  EOUIPMENT CORFORATION
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Michigan and Major Commodity Area

Extended Weather Outlook
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Temperatures during Oclober were more
typical of late November or early Decem-
ber, with mean temperatures for the month
generally ranging from 2-5 degrees F below
normal.

The cold weather was the result of a persist-
ent upper air troughing pattern over the
Great Lakes region, which allowed cold,
arctic-origin air masses to move southward
into the central and eastern U.S. While some
sections of the state experienced periods of
heavy rain and significant fieldwork delays
carly, several stretches of drier weather al-
lowed harvest to continue by month’s end.

The current jet stream pattern accompanied
by colder than normal temperatures is ex-
pected to continue for a least a few more
weeks, with the latest National Weather
Service 30-day outlook for November call-
ing for below normal temperatures and near
normal precipitation.

However, the biggest news weatherwise
may be the recent strengthening of EI-Nino
circulation in the Equatorial Pacific Ocean.
The current EI-Nino event is now over three
vears old, the longest such event of the past
century. If this circulation does continue to
strengthen in the upcoming months, it may
mean a warmer and drier than normal winter
for Michigan. Sound familiar?

QO-D; y Forecast - Warm;r_Than_N;r;af wi;h Normal Precipitation Expected

Michigan Weather Summary

10/15/93 Temperature Growing Degree Days Precipitation
to 10/31/93 Observed Dev. From Actual  Normal Actual Normal

Mean Normal Accum.  Accum. (inch.) (inch)
Alpena 44.9 -28 1991 2163 1.98 2.40
Bad Axe 46.2 -4.7 2313 2628 3.13 2.4
Detroit 51.9 -0.2 3132 2877 2.21 2.33
Escanaba 44.6 -33 1763 1697 2.11 257
Flint 48.5 -24 2651 2877 2.21 233
Grand Rapids 48.9 -1.2 2646 2943 4.32 2.99
Houghton 40.8 -41 1598 1948 1.90 2.57
Houghton Lake 45.5 -3.2 2180 2163 1.78 2.40
Jackson 49.1 -3.2 2663 2855 2.36 2.41
Lansing 48.5 -22 2636 2855 3.02 241
Marquette 41.5 -29 1634 1948 3.26 257
Muskegon 48.5 -2.9 2602 2495 1.75 2.94
Pellston 44.3 -24 1944 2241 2.74 2.75
Saginaw 49.0 -2.0 2579 2628 3.79 241
Sault Ste. Marie 41.5 -4.3 1479 1697 5.65 2,57
South Bend 51.2 -1.7 3020 2943 4.09 2.99
Traverse City 47.9 -25 2300 2241 113 2,75
Vestaburg 45.4 -5.1 2229 2571 2,75 259
Observed and growing degree day totals are accumulated from March 1 - August 31.
Normals are based on district averages.  joff Andresen, Ag Meteorologist, MSU

It should, as both of the past two winters, typified by warmer than normal temperatures,
may have been, at least indirectly, related to El-Nino conditions several thousand miles
away. Acknowledging the current strengthening of El Nino, the new National Weather
Service 90-day Outlook for November through January calls for warmer than normal
temperatures and near normal precipitation across much of Michigan.

MDA Offers Tests for Dry Edible Bean Seed

The Michigan Department of Agriculture
(MDA) is offering tests to detect diseases in
dry edible bean seed, after a warm and humid
summer created conditions conducive to the
development of plant disease, according to
Bill Schuette, director of MDA.

Some diseases are carried by seeds, in-
cluding bacterial blight, bean common mosaic
virus and anthracnose. Contamination of a
ficld by disease can result in the loss of all or
part of the crop.

Schuette said one way to ensure a healthy
crop is to have dry bean seeds tested before
the growing season. "Our tests for these dis-

ship between our farmers and state govern-
ment is vital to enhancing the strength of
Michigan agriculture."

Laboratory testing is one of the measures
farmers should take to prevent crop loss due
to disease. Other important steps include the
use of resistant varieties, field inspections,
and seed treatment applications. Bin-run seed
which has not been field inspected or lab
tested should not be planted.

All dry bean varieties are susceptible to
bacterial blight and are candidates for blight
testing.

If a farmer wants several tests done on a

cient unless the seed being tested is large, such
as kidney or cranberry bean seeds. A gallon
for large seed and one-half gallon for small
seed is sufficient.

Samples for testing should be securely
packaged and sent to: Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Laboratory Division -
Seed, 1615 S. Harrison Rd., East Lansing,
Mich. 48823. Farmers should submit
samples in autumn or early winter for
faster turnaround time. Results are
reported on a first-come first-serve basis.

For further information, contact: Steve
McGuire at (517) 337-5084 or Dr. Praim

eases represent just one of the many ways the
Department of Agriculture helps farmers
grow healthy crops,” he said. "This partner-

Stationary

Trailer Mounted

Patz® Offers Open-Top Mixers

Four notched, 24-inch augers mix fast--even square-baled dry alfalfa
in limited amounts.

Self-aligning auger bearings mounted outside.
Flanged auger tubes for easy removal.

Roller-chain reduction with sealed oil bath and planetary gear drive
for the augers.

On trailer models, the feed discharge features a hydraulically powered
door and augers.

Electronic scales precisely weigh total mixed rations.
For trailer models: 540 R.P.M. PTO.
For stationary models: electric motors.

Capacities of 190, 240 and 290 cubic feet (bigger models available
soon).

Stainless steel bottom liner available.

Ask us about Patz financing with affordable rates and 24, 36 or
48-month terms.

Wylie Implements, Inc.
Kent City - (616) 678-7732

Copeland Surge Sales & Service, Inc.
Fowlerville — (517) 223-9833

Miller Construction & Equipment, Inc.
West Branch — (517) 345-2499

Westphalia Electric, Inc.
Westphalia — (517) 587-3983

Gene Stambaugh Equipment
Ubly — (517) 658-8817

single sample, five pounds is usually suffi- ~ Sood at (517) 337-5091.

Michigan Crop Management Conference, Dec. 15-16

Discussion of increased regulations that will affect on-farm and commercial pesticide
management will be part of the Michigan Crop Management Conference, Dec. 15-16. The
conference, intended for growers, crop consultants and agribusiness representatives, will
be held at the Holiday Inn South, 6820 S. Cedar St., Lansing. The program will run from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wednesday, and from 8 a.m. to noon, Thursday.

The opening session, following comments by MSU President Peter McPherson, will cover
the new worker protection standards and other pesticide management regulations. Concur-
rent technical sessions Wednesday afternoon will focus on field crop production, a
regulatory update and field crop pest management.

Thursday’s program will include concurrent technical sessions on pesticide applicator
training, pest management in field crops, fruit and vegetable production, and field crop
fertility practices.

The conference is being sponsored by Michigan State University Extension, the MSU
Department of Crop and Soil Sciences, and the Michigan Agri-Business Association
(MABA).

Conference registration details and a program brochure can be obtained by writing
to the MABA, 2500 Kerry St., Suite 104, Lansing, MI 48912-3657, or by calling (517)
485-8580.

BST Approved by FDA (continued from page 1)

In the Aug. 24, 1990, issue of Science Magazine, FDA scientists summarized more than
120 studies that examined the human safety of recombinant BST. The agency’s
conclusion that BST poses no risk to human health has been affirmed by scientific
reviews in the past several years conducted by the National Institute of Health, the
Congressional Office of Technology Assessment and drug regulatory agencies of
Canada, the United Kingdom and the European Economic Community, and by an issues
audit by the HHS Office of Inspector General.

In May, FDA sponsored a two-day joint advisory committee meeting on the labeling of
food products derived from BST-treated cows. Based on the conclusions of the com-
mittee members, and on its review of the facts, FDA has concluded that it lacks a basis
under the statute to require special labeling of these foods. Food companies, however,
may voluntarily label their products provided the information is truthful and not
misleading.

"There is virtually no difference in milk from treated and untreated cows," Kessler said
about BST. "In fact, it’s not possible using current scientific techniques to tell them
apart. We have looked carefully at every single question raised, and we are confident
this product is safe for consumers, for cows and for the environment." Sometribove is
manufactured by Monsanto. It will be marketed under the trade name Posilac.
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You're invited to a dairy seminar.

No one should miss this informative seminar
on stray voltage and the latest in dairy facilities

planning. Jointly sponsored by the Michigan State
University Extension and Consumers Power, the
seminar explains the causes and effects of stray
voltage, how to recognize it and how it can be
corrected. We'll also highlight the characteristics

of healthy, well-managed dairy facilities. This sem-
inar is coming to your area soon, so watch your
mail for more information. We're sure you'll want
to attend. If you think you have a stray voltage
problem, call Consumers Power’s

l . . . . m‘

stray voltage specialists immedi- power
POWERING
MMNMHIEANS PROGRESS

ately at 1-800-252-VOLT,
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Market Outlook...

Dr. Jim Hilker, Dept. of Agricultural
Economics, MSU

Corn - To Store or Not to
Store?

Decision—making time is at hand. Do we
store or not? By the time you read this
report, the information from the Nov. |
Crop Report, released Nov. 9, should have
been incorporated into the markets. Now, as
we go through the remainder of the market-
ing vear, the demand side will become more
and more important.

The two big demand variables are feed and
exports. Feed use will be strong, but there
are some questions as to how many hogs
will be out there. The USDA forecast is for
a considerable cutback in exports. And we
are running behind a year ago. However,
even at the slower pace, exports seem to be
running at levels that will match expecta-
tions. Therefore, if we see a pickup in ex-
ports, it could be quite positive given the
relatively tight ending stocks projected.

In making the storage decision, there are a
number of factors which need to be con-
sidered. Several of the key ones are
availability of on-farm slorage, storage
coslts (interest rates), storability of the corn,
direction of the market, and basis levels.
This information is critical in trying to
answer the question of will storage pay?
The first three factors are particular to a
farm, so 1 will concentrate on the last two.

Direction of the markets, i.e., where futures
prices are going, is, of course, the hardest to
answer. It appears future prices are near
where fundamentals would suggest. This
would indicate some stability. However, we
know new information is entering the
market all the time, so we need to guess
whether the market has more upside or
downside potential given the possibilities.
At this time, | feel there is slightly more
upside potential than downside, which
would suggest staying in the market with at
least some of your production,

Basis levels and where they are likely to go
are casier to find and more predictable.
Nearby basis levels are wider than normal
and this is a suggestion that the market is
willing to pay for some storage. This is
confirmed by the forward contract prices

Seasonal Commodity
Price Trends

Wheat .o
Corn t?
Soybeans ['?
Hogs '?
Cattle —

Index: ' = Higher Prices; | = Lower Prices;
TP= Topping, BT= Bottoming; ? = Unsure

offered for January delivery versus delivery |

today. Both of these indicate that on-farm
storage will pay.

It is somewhat harder to justify commercial
storage. If you look at the spread between
futures contract, i.e., March versus May, the
market is willing to pay storage through
May for corn.

Strategy:

What does this mean? [f you think prices are
going up and you have on-farm storage,
consider storing it unprotected or storing it
and buying a put option if you want to
eliminate some downside risk.

If you think the market is going up and you
would have to use commercial storage, con-
sider delivering the corn and taking a basis
contract if you want totake all the risk to get
a chance at the upside potential, or take a
minimum price contract or buy a call if you
need some downside protection and want to
be in a position to take advantage of some
of the upside potential.

If you think prices are going to remain level
or drop and you have on-farm storage, con-
sider the following alternatives. Pencil
through contracting for delivery in the fu-
ture. Also consider hedging or a hedge-to-
arrive. And if you are willing to pay a little
for the upside potential, consider a put op-
tion. If you have no on-farm storage, con-
sider selling as you harvest and either being
done with it, or buy a call if you want to keep
a piece of the action.

Wheat

Wheat was making a nice rally as we
entered November. If that rally has con-
linued, it is probably time to part with more
of your wheat. Much of the rally had to do
with the poorer than expected spring wheat
crop and that information should all be in
by now. Typically, it does not pay to store
past the end of the year.

Wheat exports year-to-date are running 2.5
percent behind last year 5 months into the
wheat marketing year. The USDA is
projecting wheat exports for the year to be
down almost 17 percent. At this point, ex-
ports are beginning to run at a rate which

will make the USDA projection. Russia has
now said that its production will be below
previous expectations. It may be a while
before we know the effect of that informa-
tion due to the financial problems Russia is
facing.

Strategy:

The wheat basis has tightened to near nor-
mal levels. If you want to stay in the wheat
market, consider moving from storage to
delivery with a basis contract or taking all
your money and buying a call option. A
minimum price contract would serve the
same purpose.

Cattle

The Oct. 1 USDA monthly 7-State and
quarterly 13-State Cattle-On-Feed Reports
released Oct. 22 showed that there are plen-
ty of cattle in the feedlots. On feed was up
10 percent in the monthly report and 9
percent in the quarterly report compared to
a vear ago. Placements were up 3 percent
in the last quarter, but were down 1 percent
in September. The weight breakdowns
show that we will slaughter more cattle
than a year ago through at least the first half
of next year. Along with that, weights are
very likely to be higher.

Remember, last winter, starting in Novem-
ber, the High Plains had a very hard winter
and it is not likely to repeat itself. While
prices will work their way back up into the

mid $70s this winter and the upper $70s for

a while next spring, we are not likely to
reach the $80s without some disaster. And
next summer and fall, we could drop back
into the low $70s. This is telling us that
given the prices we have been paying for
choice feeders recently, we will be seeing
red ink for big chunks of the next year.

Strategy: :
The crifical decision is how much you will

pay for feeders, and, | think, the market is
paying too much given likely corn prices
and choice steer prices. Should you limit
your purchase price to your expected break-
even? | realize this is easy to say and hard
to implement. At this time, feeder supplies
are tight. We are not likely to have many, if
any, more available this year than last year.

Dairy Outlook

Dr. Larry Hamm, Dept. of Agricultural
Economics, MSU

The dairy market fundamentals are positive
and farm level milk prices should continue
to rise this fall. There could be a quiet
revolution underway in the butter market as
the long-term slump in butter demand may
be over.

Milk production is just even with produc-
tion last year. Production in Wisconsin was
off 6 percent during the third quarter (July-
September) of 1993 compared to 1992.
During the same period, Minnesota and
New York were down 2 percent. Most of
the rest of the traditional dairy region states
were just even with last year’s production
levels. Milk supply has been static.

However, commercial disappearance is
continuing to increase. For the first eight
months of 1993, commercial disappearance
is estimated to be up 2.4 percent over the
January-August period in 1992, adding up-
ward price pressure. The Minnesota-Wis-
consin (M-W) price was up 73 cents per
cwt. in September and will go above $12 for
October. This strength in the M-W assures
that farm level pay prices will be going up
over the next few months.

This price relief is obscuring a quiet revolu-
tionary turnaround in the butter markets.
For the past several years, the USDA has
been changing the "butter-powder tilt" by
changing the announced prices that the
CCC will purchase surplus butter and non-
fat dry milk powder.

Because the CCC was purchasing only but-
ter and no powder, economic theory sug-
gested that butter was priced too high and
powder too low. The USDA changed the
"tilt" by lowering the butter purchase price
and increasing the powder price in order to
maintain the price support target at $10.10
(3.67 percent test) per cwt.
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In July, the CCC lowered the butter price
support to 65 cents per pound. In the past,
the commercial butter price, as reported on
the Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME),
would drop to reflect the new USDA price.
The CME butter price did drop, but not all
the way to 65 cents.

In recent months, due to market demand,
commercial butter price is 73 cents per
pound. Under the price support program,
when Grade A butter is more than 72 cents,
the CCC can sell its butter surpluses back
into the commercial market. As a result,
CCC butter surpluses are melting away.

As of Sept. 30, 1993, butter inventories in
the U.S. were down 36.7 percent from 1992.
USDA surplus butter inventories are off
36.1 percent. These dramatic reductions
come about because the CCC is not buying
butter and because it is selling butter back
to commercial channels.

Through August 1993, commercial butter
disappearance is up 8 percent, the largest
percentage demand increase for any dairy
product. It appears that lower butter prices
are beginning to reverse the continued glut
of butterfat in the U.S. dairy industry.

Seasonal factors will soon take hold and
butter production will increase and demand
will weaken. However, the U.S. dairy in-
dustry is getting within fighting distance to
eliminating its mountains of butter surplus.

Eggs

Henry Larzelere, Dept. of Agricultural
Economics, MSU

Egg prices at the end of October were 3-4
cents a dozen above last year. This increase
was largely offset by feed ingredient price
increases -- at least two cents a dozen above
a year ago. Egg prices in November and
December are expected to average in the
mid 70s in New York at wholesale for
Grade A large eggs in cartons.

Egg prices will likely be lower in the first
quarter of 1994 than in the same quarter of
1993 due to the potential for large egg sup-

plies. The U.S. number of layers and egg
production in October were 2 percent above
October 1993. The egg-type chick hatch in
each of the first nine months of 1993 was
above a year ago. This will mean more
layers and larger egg production than a year
earlier through at least the first half of 1994.

Egg prices in the first three months of 1994
will average in the low 70s. March will see
prices above January and Febfuary due to
an early Easter (April 3), that will mean
seasonally strong Lenten prices in March.

Hogs

Through October, the last Hogs and Pigs
Report seemed to be in line with slaughter.
The report indicated that market hogs
would be down 3 percent for the month.
The weekly slaughter reports show about
the same on average. If this continues,
prices should begin to work their way back
up into the upper $40s into the new year.

As we look into the new year, more ques-
tions arise. The Hogs and Pigs Report indi-
cated the breeding herd is down. If it is

accurate, then prices in the futures are on
the low side of what fundamentals would
project. However, the report is questioned.

A survey coordinated out of Missouri indi-
cates the breeding herd is increasing. If
that’s the case, we may be looking at some
good pricing opportunities right now. If you
see a market rally that takes us back near the
highs seen right after the report, consider
some forward pricing out through the next
year if you have not already done so.

Soybeans

The story for soybeans is much like corn,
for much of the same reasons. You could
just about go back to the corn section and
insert the word soybeans in place of corn.
In fact, for the marketing strategies, that is
exactly what I will ask you to do.

Like corn, the basis is relatively wide and
the market is indicating it will pay to store
into the new calendar year.

On the market direction question, exports
are the key. Exports are projected to be
down 17 percent for the 1993-94 marketing
year versus 1992-93, At this point, actual
exports and sales for export have been run-
ning way behind, but there are some signs
of them picking up.

Given the tight ending stocks projections, it
will not take a whole lot to be a positive
market force.

Strategy:

Agair:g?;le marketing alternative for
soybeans are the same as for corn once you
have made your best shot at guessing
market direction.

Also, a reminder to work with your elevator
on these marketing alternatives. At many
elevators, they will work with you to pro-
vide any of these alternatives using futures
or options and you will not need a broker or
be liable for margin calls if you commit to
delivery.
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AMAP — Animal Management Advancement Project

It Could Be What Your Livestock Operation Needs

management education program
developed by MSU experts and Extension
staff is available this fall to help livestock
producers strengthen their business future.

With Michigan’s livestock producers
facing many challenges now and in the
future, this program, known as the Animal
Management Advancement Project, or
AMAP, is a curriculum-based approach
that will acquaint managers with the basic
management skills to help them cope with
these challenges locally, nationally and in-
ternationally.

According to a recent study on the future of
agriculture, the outlook reveals a more
capital- and management-intensive in-
dustry. There will be a bigger demand for
stronger management skills, increased
governmental regulations, continued
demand for more environmentally-friendly
production, globalized markets, products
that meet specific consumer demands,
greater emphasis on data and data manage-
ment, and greater coordination of markets
and factors of production through contract
marketing.

AMAP gives the producer the management
skills used by many businesses to stay
productive. Written as an interdisciplinary
effort by several MSU departments and
field staff, the introductory AMAP
workshop stresses the strategic planning
process.

The workshop encourages a close interac-

| tion between the workshop experts and the

participant, and strongly encourages all
members of the farm business and their
spouses to attend.

Introductory AMAP Workshop Outline

Thc participants will have developed a
business plan tailored to their own unique
business in this 14-hour workshop. This
business plan has four main components:
1) The business mission.

2) Long-term goals to accomplish the mis-
sS10n,

3) Short-term goals that achieve the long-
term goals.

4) Tactics that reach the short-term goals.
These are illustrated through the use of a
pyramid with the mission at the base, fol-
lowed by long-term goals, short-term goals
and tactics on the uppermost level.

Mission

The participants begin the workshop learn-
ing about management, and how it is
defined. They also write their own defini-
tions of management, and do an exercise
that helps them visualize the areas of
management that are most effective —
planning, controlling, staffing, directing,
and organizing.

In doing strategic planning, the state’s com-
petitive business environment is reviewed.
Comparisons are made that allow for iden-
tifying Michigan’s strengths and potential
problems. The development of the mission
statement is dependent upon individual,
family, and business values and cir-
cumstances. The participants end the mis-
sion portion of the workshop having written
their own mission statement.

They also complete homework exercises
which includes taking the Myers-Briggs
Personality Inventory, the rating of critical
success factors for their business, and dis-
cussing and rewriting their mission state-
ments.

Long-Term Goals

The participants come to the second phase
of the workshop and discuss their revised
mission statements. Their Myers-Briggs
Personality Inventory is scored, and obser-
vations are made on how their personality
might influence decision making and relat-
ing to people.

They discuss the use of the critical success
factors in developing their long-term goals.
The use of the acronym D.R.L.V.E. (direc-
tional, reasonable, inspiring, visible, and
eventual) is introduced in assessing long-
term goals. Participants develop their own
long-term goals for their farm business, and
learn how to handle conflicting goals.

Russia to Privatize
Farmland

A pilot project to break up large state-
owned farms to pave the way for private
land ownership was announced by Rus-
sian officials, according to a Reuters
story. Under the plan, six collective
farms about 300 miles east of Moscow
will be turned over to private farmers.

More than 90 percent of farmland in Rus-
sia is still owned by the state, but officials
hope privatization will improve efficien-
cy and increase crop yields. In addition to
the pilot project, Gaidar said President
Yeltsin was due to sign a decree allowing
land to be inherited, bought or sold.

Short-Term Goals

Based upon the long-term goals they’'ve |
[ developed, they learn how to develop short-

term goals to accomplish the long-term

[ goals. The acronym S.M.A.R.T. (specific,

measurable, attainable, rewarding, and

| timed) helps in the development of these

goals. After writing short-term goals, par-
ticipants "score" them to see if they support
their long-term goals.

Tactics

In the final phase of the workshop, par-
ticipants learn to develop a tactical plan and
"to do" lists. The tactical plan provides a
road map of activities to be done to meet the
short-term goals.

Written "to do" lists can be shared with
family and employees, and act as a
reminder and monitor toward reaching a
goal. Participants review the case of an

"todo" lists. They then do this for their own
farm business.

Supplemental Workshops
Also Available

Supplemental workshops follow the intro-
ductory workshop and deal with major
areas of concern to agricultural business
managers. These help producers identify
options for the future that are based upon a
total farm systems approach. These include
personnel and financial management, dairy
analysis, dairy feeding and manure sys-
tems, and information systems for manage-
ment.

Where are the AMAP
Sessions Being Held?

This winter introductory AMAP sessions
will be held in several areas of Michigan.
Each introductory AMAP session focuses
on a particular livestock species. There will

| be workshops for dairy, beef, and swine.
| The schedule on page 9 indicates the

. : ' location, livestock species and dates for
example farm, and create a tactical planand |

the scheduled introductory workshops.
If you wish to attend one, please contact
the respective person indicated.

i
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AMAP Gets Positive
Farmer Reviews in
Pilot Project

The AMAP concept has been reviewed with
leaders from the livestock industry. They
feel AMAP is the type of program that will
help keep the Michigan livestock industry
prosperous and healthy.

Producers participating in the initial AMAP
introductory workshop also had positive
comments. These producers, from the
Thumb region of the state, evaluated the
program anonymously, and'had the follow-
ing comments:

“The shift (in AMAP) from agricultural
production to business management was a
useful change for agricultural programs.
Farmers must begin to view their livelihood
as a business if they intend on competing.

“A ‘must’ for all producers who plan to stay
in business."

"I enjoyed it greatly and would like to get it

all working on the farm... | can see problems

that can be corrected arter going through
the things in these sessions.”
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Neighbors Lend Helping Harvest Know When to
Hands in a Time of Need Say "No" to
Children

One important step in preventing
childhood accidents on the farm is learning
to say "No." When a youngster begs to go
along with you and your farm machinery,
or wants to be with you out in the fields,

Eleven combines and a fleet of trucks and wagons arrived at the soybean fields of Warren
Swanson recently, to harvest approximately 150 acres in southern Clinton County, according
to St. Johns farmer Bob Kissane, who helped to organize the event with John Schumaker.
Swanson was killed in a mid-September farm accident. According to Kissane, many farmers
were quick to volunteer with the harvest project. "Each of us just took a few hours from our
own fields to come over and help out," Kissane said. "If it had been under different
circimstances, it would have been fun.” Swanson'’s wife, Doris, with a tear in her eye, said.
"It's times like this, that we realize just how much neighbors and friends really do care.”

please remember this:

Agricultural accidents continue to in-
jure or kill far too many children across our
nation. An estimated 100 youngsters lose
their lives in tractor-related incidents each
year. Children ages one to nine are most
prone to runover incidents, while youth
ages 10-19 are most susceptible to over-
turns while operating farm tractors.

Some tractors and machinery sit high
off the ground, making it difficult for the
operator to see immediately in front of and
behind the equipment.

Operators should always know where
children may be working or playing -- and
should exercise special precautions when
operating equipment in areas where
children are present. Remember, too, that
children are easily distracted and forget
adults’ instructions.

At no time should children be carried as
extra riders on tractors or other farm equip-

AFET

From Farm Bureau Insurance

ment. Since seating for riders is not likely to
be secure, and the operator’s attention may
be distracted at any time, any extra riders are
in danger of falling under the wheels of the
tractor or trailing implements.

It’s also good to keep children away
from areas where grain is being loaded or
unloaded. Most victims of engulfment in
grain transport vehicles are under age 16 --
buried during loading from a combine or
storage, or drawn into the flow of grain as a
vehicle is being unloaded.

It can be difficult to say "no" to a child,
but by doing so, you’ll be protecting a pre-
cious future.

Your Michigan NORTHRUP KING Seed Dealers

City

Alicia

Alma

Alto

Ann Arbor
Auburn
Bancroft
Belding
Birch Run
Blissfield
Breckenridge
Carson City
Conklin
Constantine
Corunna
Diamondale
Dorr
Dowagiac
Dowagiac
Freeland
Homer

Lake Odessa
Mason
Merrill
Middleton
Minden City
Monroe
New Lothrop
New Lothrop
Owosso
Portland
Reading
Richmond
Rockford
Saginaw
Union City
Vestaburg
Zeeland

Dealer

Con Agra Berger & Co. .......ccoccvuncunes
McClintic Farms.......cccoovviieiiivieeeennn.
Alto Farm Services ...t
SIEEE BIOS - isoc i isvmsimmussaisisdasaashiness
Ittner Bean & Grain......c..cccceeeeeieenns
Gerald Cole .....animnnnninnmnm
Jerrylralagher ....coconacannc s
Con Agra Berger & Co. ..c.ocouruevecnenne
B&EW Co-0D i nsvnminnminaians
Harvey Milling Company ..................
Arends Farm: Service ... oo ooiineinsssons
R oD WeION .l s ovamanemrmaivin
Clyde MeEosky .-...oovunnmnnidl o
JOhB QAKIEY .ccoiievssiimissrmsipsamunrmvanavi
Doy Barm Producls.. .. cor izt taits
Harold Grabemeyer-..........ccccoeiieeincineas
Joe VanTule . ... i mamnsivmnian:
Con Agra Berger & Co. ...ccoceevvvnranne.
Tri-County Agra Services .......cccunvune.
Mark Brickson ..o nisiimmait st
R.& S Crop Service.......co.oucuiiscmssiasnns
Con Agra Berger 8c.COL .......lversinsrnerss
MEAC: s ity
Eugene Briolat. ...t avnaiiingg
Calvan St . = e e o
Anderson Fertilizer Services, Inc.......
Bob HaleK e i asa it assisyabe
Anderson Fertilizer Services, Inc.......
Frank Trierweiler .........ccccrveuesenssansases
Dick HeffeHInger ...c.iiniiinsminsemises
Farmers Elevator .........c..oiniiniam
RO POTtEL.. ocav oo sonsasiinnassnisssbismnaasanss
Seamon Farms......ccccoveeeciennivecccnanens
David LaBar...ooaiaaswisiusmerts
Con Agra Berger & Co. .......ccccovunnne

Zeeland Farm Services.......cc.......

Phone No.
517-770-4130

.517-463-1140

616-868-6030
313-995-2497
517-662-4461

S517-634-5212
.616-761-3243

517-624-9321

S517-486-2171
S517-842-3104

517-584-3466
616-899-2136
616-435-8219

616-681-9570
616-782-8744
616-782-8275
517-695-2521
517-542-3196
616-374-8538
517-628-2036
517-643-7293
517-236-7263
517-658-8330
313-269-2710
313-638-5868
313-638-5281
517-723-5205
517-587-6540
517-283-2444
313-727-3025
616-874-8196

S17-777-2054

517-741-3204
517-268-5300

...616-772-9042

ieh Yield

This superior hybrid can produce top yields.
Exceptional standability means easier harvesting.
It has excellent drought tolerance, adapting to
a wide range of harvest densities. Adapted to
reduced tillage to help you get the most from
every acre. Northrup King N4242.

N4242

(NC)

NORTHRUP KING
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AMAP — Animal

Scheduled AMAP Introductory Workshops
Livestock Contact
Type Dates* Person
East Central Region:
Dairy.......covvn. NoV. 30.....cicmmee Brian Troyer
Dec.7 & 14 Sanilac County
37 Austin St.
Sandusky, M| 48471
(313) 648-2251
Daiy.............. Dec.1,8&15......... Mike McFadden
Isabella County
County Building
201 N. Main St.
M1i Pleasant, M| 48858
Daify...oroe Dec.2,9,& 16 |(35a\2 gﬁﬂ from a bag of our new . .
Clinton County Crow’s Gold hybrids and luck is on your side.
%2%1 Services Building Because in that bag is all the genetic luck
St. Johns, MI 48879 that caln be pz;:kgd into a s_;eed. Moder;‘ ;
(517) 2245240 germplasm. A vigorous single cross. High
Dairy........o.. Jan. 10, 17, & 24..... Roger Swartzendruber germination. Seed purity from closely monitored
Huron County production fields. 24 4& to
mﬂwm-ﬁ\m 104 We grow our own. From our vault of inbreds, Crow's S
Bad Axe “‘l";’"w?' research has selected and crossed to combine the traits that lead
€ el March 18 & 25........ Joe Shaltry to predictably lucky results. star‘t
April 1 Saginaw County Top yields that finish a point or two drier than last year’s best. ®
égg.mm alwm Straight standing stalks that can make it to Halloween if they
inaw,
(517) 799-2233 Ve .
Northern Region: Natural resistance in extremely healthy plant types.
Dairy..............March 21 & 28......... Gerald Lindquist All packed into hybrids that are tested in research trials from
April 4 Osceola County Nebraska to Ohio to make sure that they'll work on your kind of
m soils and your kind of weather.
Reed City, MI 49677-1149 So instead of waiting for a little luck to put you over the top
(616) 832-6139 next year, grab a bag of Crow’s Gold. And pour a little luck into
Southern Reglon: the hopper.
Dairy.............dan. 14, 21, & 28..... Bill Ames Your dealer can show how some of your lucky neighbors have
“'c ms Pw"gumg scored big with Crow’s hybrids this fall. Give him a call!
4133 Washtenaw Ave.
Box 8645
il Milford, IL » Nevada, IA » Greenville, OH
Southwest Region:
Dairy..........ons Jan, 11, 18, & 25..... Bill Bevens i i . -800-331-
Jackson Gy For more information, call one of these Crow’s Dealers or 1-800-331-7201.
412 Erie Strest
Jackson, M| 49202
(517) 788-4292
Dairy.............Jan. 13, 20, & 27..... Bill Bevens
v Jackson County LES SIELER CARL F. SPARKS STEVE BALDUS RICHARD STANK BILL MORGAN
412 Erie Street ADRIAN, M| CASSOPOLIS, MI HARTFORD, MI LAKE ODESSA, MI SHERWOQOD, MI
Jackson, Ml 48202 517-263-2458 616-445-3195 616-621-2313 616-374-7394 517-741-3698
(517) 788-4292
Swine............Feb. 11, 18, & 25 .... Roger Betz LOREN CLEMENCE MARK MORGAN HERBERT HAIGHT TOD KUBISZAK, DSM LARRY ROBERTS
Van Buren County BATTLE CREEK, MI CHARLOTTE, MI HOMER, MI LAWRENCE, M| THREE RIVERS, MI
Suite A, 801 Hazan Street 616-965-4034 517-543-2498 517-568-4072 616-674-3843 616-279-2117
Paw Paw, MI 49079-1075
(616) 657-7745 ROSS VANDER BAND ROBERT MOLYNEUX MARK HILASKI ADDISON BROOKS NED CUTLER
Swine............ March 4, 11, & 18.... Laura Rhodes BELDING, MI COOPERSVILLE, MI HOPKINS, MI LITCHFIELD, MI WEIDMAN, MI
I?rongsham County - A 616-761-3585 616-837-8710 616-793-4541 517-542-3273 517-644-3367
P.O. Box 319 RON WENGER ROGER THEODORSKI  DON HASSEVOORT JOHN BIHLMEYER EDGAR MILLER
Mason, MI 48854-1655 BELDING, MI EAGLE, MI HUDSONVILLE, MI MANCHESTER, MI WHITE PIGEON, MI
(517) 676-7207 616-897-8958 517-626-6853 616-875-8403 313-429-7527 616-483-7284
u Peninsula
pper :
Dairy Feb. 10,17, &24  Warren Schauer STEPHEN SMITH, DSM CARLTON WELLS SCOTT LANTIS PAUL J. SMITH
gﬁ County A BLISSFIELD, MI EATON RAPIDS, MI JACKSON, MI MASON, MI
College Avenue 517-486-2854 517-663- - -
I 49819 663-3380 517-536-8246 517-676-4413
(906) 786-3032 DONALD ISLEY JOE BENNETT JOHN GUMBERT JAY GOULD
West Central Region: BLISSFIELD, MI EDMORE, MI JACKSON, MI MORENCI, MI
Daiy....ocoueve Jan. 12,19, &26..... George MC?;?nnty 517-447-3683 517-762-5480 §17-569-2599 517-458-2573
Montcalm
617 North State Road JEFF HAACK DENNIS LASCESKI GOLDEN ACRES RON GUDAKUNST
P.0. Boxmas BRONSON, M FILION, M JASPER, M| ONSTED, MI
3(5‘3’1 n‘t"‘aa" 15226 517-369-2207 517-269-7980 517-443-5526 517-467-7041
Dairy.....occee Feb. 9, 16,& 23 zogef Peacock LANCE KALBFLEISCH ANDY SPARKS DEMANN DAIRY RICHARD J. BELLA
mmwm"? BROWN CITY, M| FREMONT, M| KALAMAZOO, M| OTTAWA LAKE, M|
Muskegon, MI 49442 313-346-2234 616-924-5945 616-372-3887 313-856-5612
1
" P IE  Han ED GROHOLSKI RAY LOWMAN RICHARD ZENNER JAMES F. CREW
) ' Ottawa County BURLINGTON, MI GOBLES, MI KINGSLEY, MI QUINCY, MI
333 Clinton Street 517-765-2111 616-628-5079 616-263-5339 517-639-8352
Grand Haven, Ml | 49417
(616) 846-8250 JAMES D. CROW WENDELL NORDER DOLPHIE EISENLOHR
CAMDEN, MI LAINGSBURG, MI SHELBY, MI
517-254-4512 517-651-5409 616-861-2318

*There may be the need to shift some dates.
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The annual meeting of the Michigan Farm
Bureau and two of its affiliates will take
place Nov. 28 - Dec. 1 at the Westin Hotel
in Detroit.

The four-day event is being held in the
state’s largest city for the first time in
MFB’s 74 year history. It’s expected to
attract over 1,000 farmers, including 454
voting delegates who will adopt policies 1o
guide the organization.

Activities begin Sunday, Nov. 28, with
Vespers at Mariners’ Cathedral followed
by the Awards/Membership Banquet. Fol-
lowing the banquet, Southeast Michigan
county Farm Bureaus will be hosting a

welcome reception for annual meeting |

atendees. The AgriPac Breakfast on Mon-
day, Nov. 29, will feature an address by
Rep. Paul Hillegonds (R-Holland). The
MFB delegate session opens at 9 a.m.

The "Showcase of Agriculture" -- a con-
sumer-oriented collection of farm animals,
interactive learning displays, and samples
of Michigan food products -- runs from

MFB Annual Met_eting He

11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Monday and on
Tuesday, Nov. 30, from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

MFB President Jack Laurie will deliver his
annual address following the Monday
luncheon. Gov. Engler is scheduled to ad-
dress the delegates at 3 p.m.

Tuesday’s program highlights include the
annual meetings of Farmers Petroleum
Cooperative, Inc., (FPC) and the Michigan
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing As-
sociation (MACMA); Young Farmer Dis-
cussion Meets and award activities; and the
MFB annual banquet.

On Wed., Dec. 1, the breakfast program
will feature an address by Dr. Sandra Batie,
who was recently appointed to fill the Elton
R. Smith Endowed Chair for Food and
Agricultural Policy at Michigan State
University.

The delegate session and annual meeting is
scheduled to conclude at 12:30 p.m. For
more annual meeting information, contact
your county Farm Bureau office.

aded for Detroit Nc;v. 28 - Dec. 1

Nearly 460 Michigan Farm Bureau members will be meeting throughout the MFB
annual to discuss and vote on Farm Bureau policy direction for the next 12 months
on issues such as school finance reform, health care, private property rights, and
numerous other items forwarded to the MFB Policy Development Committee from
all 69 county Farm Bureaus.

d—;mmm FARM BUREAL
72 ANNUAL MEETING .
Farmers - Professionals from fhe Ground UP/

1ICcli

n today's complex environment of

high-performance hybrids, ICI isn’t
just providing seed. ICl is providing
solutions. As you consider your seed
take a good look
at what happened this fall. You'll
find IClI seed consistently outperformed
the others from start to finish. ICI, build-

for next spring,

FARM WITH YOUR BRAIN.

Contact These ICl Seed Representatives for the Name and Number of Your Nearest Dealer!

Scott Love
1413 Shire Drive
Angola, IN 46703
Phone: (219) 665-5436

8700 AND 8543.

P! the past.

BECAUSE YOU

e

Seeds

6945 Vista Drive, West Des Moines, IA 50266
©1993 ICI Seeds ICIA 0063 2 C MFN-R

" Kevin Doneth
4981 Bancroft Road
Durand, M| 48429
Phone: (517) 743-4826

b ing for the future from the success of

8700 Top vielder. Starts strong with
terrific early vigor. Finishes the job with
very fast dry down.

8543 Bin-busting yields, even under
less than ideal conditions. Plus dries
down super fast.

MFB Annual’s
"Showcase of
Agriculture” Telling
Agriculture’s Story
in Detroit

Nearly 25 different Michigan-based
agricultural commodity organizations will
be joining forces in Detroit during the MFB
annual meeting at the Renaissance Center
on Nov. 29 and 30, to help bring the story of
Michigan agriculture to consumers, accord-
ing to event manager, Julic Chamberlain,
manager of MFB’s Promotion and Educa-
tion Department.

"The business of feeding and clothing
consumers, agriculture, is the second 1 st
industry in the state," explained Chamber-
lain. "With the Showcase of Agriculture,
students from several schools, as well as the
general public and news media and the
11,000 people who work in the Renaissance
Center each day, will be able to see farm
animals, videos of animal birthing, par-
ticipate in computer simulations on
groundwater education and have a chance to
be involved in a number of other interactive
programs."

Chamberlain expects the program to be
a tremendous learning opportunity not only
for school children and consumers, but also
for farmers and commodity organization
staff. "What better way to pring producers
face to face with their customers?" Cham-
berlain asked. "Hopefully, we can learn
some things about consumers, and some of
their beliefs, whether they 're right or wrong
that can aid agriculture in the future.”

The commodity organizations slated
to participate in the two-day program thus
far include:

- Michigan Nursery and Landscape Assoc.
- Blue Cross/Blue Shield - Birthing Exhibit
- Michigan Apple Promoters
- Michigan Beef Industry Commission
- Michigan Pork Producers Assoc.
- Michigan Department of Agriculture
- USDA Soil Conservation Service
- Michigan Milk Producers Assoc.
- Monitor Sugar Company
- Great Lakes Sugarbeet Assoc.
- Michigan Sheep Breeders
- MSU Careers in Horticulture/Agriculture
- Michigan State Fair Farm Animals
- Michigan Vegetable Council
- Michigan Blueberry Marketing Group
- MSU Institute of Water Research
- Wayne County Extension Service

* Food Safety - Operation RISK

* The Wonderful World of Seeds

* Animal Science in the Classroom

* Food Mysteries
- Metropolitan Detroit Flower Growers
-sMidiisan__ rigan Integrated Food and Farming
- Michigan Soybean Promotion Comm.
- Michigan Co)rrnposl Project
- Michigan Christmas Trees Assoc.

Wes Kinsey - MSU 2-Year Ag-Tech Program

1472 Union City Road
Coldwater, Ml 49036
(517) 278-8371
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The Westin Hotel
and Renaissance
Center - A City
Within a City

MFB members attending the 1993 state
annual meeting will have a chance to see
the spectacular Westin Hotel, the tallest
hotel in North America at 747 feet. With
over 1,400 guest rooms and over 30 meet-
ing rooms, the ground area of the Westin
Hotel and the Renaissance Center covers
nearly 14 acres.

Located on the river front in Detroit’s
fabulous Renaissance Center, the Westin
Hotel represents the finest accommoda-
tions and dining in the downtown area and
provides a wide range of business, enter-
tainment and recreational facilities.

A “city within a city" of restaurants, movie
theaters, shops and businesses, the Westin
Hotel and Renaissance Center have been
designed to meet the needs of convention
travelers, all within a magnificent and ex-
citing architectural environment. Guests
can enjoy many activities without ever
leaving the Renaissance Center.

There are over 35 interesting shops, a
world-class Ford exhibit, and a fully
equipped health club. You'll also find six
restaurants and lounges, including the
famous revolving Summit Steakhouse,
with its 360 degree view from the 71st floor.

The Westin and Renaissance Center have
played an important role in Detroit’s
rebirth. Over 11,000 people come to work
in the Renaissance Center each day. Nearby
freeways pl’D\rldL easy access (o Detroit’s
most known attractions, like Greenfield
Village and the Henry Ford Museum.

o
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Child Care Services at MFB’s Annual, Tuesday, Nov. 30

Young Farmer activities, the
MFB Trade Show, Showcase of
Agriculture, resolution ses-
sions...you’ll want to be a part of
it all on Tuesday, but caring for
infants and children can make it

.
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Child Care Reservation Form

]

difficult to attend all of the Parent’s Name(s)
programs that you want lo.
That’s why child care services ees
are available for the youngest City State Zip
Farm Bureau members from 7
a.m. to 10 p.m. on Tuesday.

Child’s Name: Age:

If you'd like to take advantage of
the child care services, please
make reservations for each child.
Registration is $5 per child
before Nov. 19; $15 per child
when registered after the dead-
line or with no reservations.
Parents are responsible for
meals.

Begin Care Time/End Care Time:

Child’s Name: Age:

Begin Care Time/End Care Time:

Child’s Name: Age:

Lecsscasasasnsvanasnssnnsancnsusencannsusansuasnnsassssanssnanansel

Parents should provide toys, a
playpen, diapering supplies for
infants and toddlers, and snacks
to the child care room.

Begin Care Time/End Care Time:

Please make check payable to MFB Corporate Services, Inc., and mail to:

For more information, call : cg) Meeting and Travel Services, P.O. Box 27549, Lansing, Ml 48909

(517) 323-7000, extension 3066.

L L L L e L L L

cimmaua “Trip Routing!
8w, it's free andiit’s designed‘especially
* for Farm Bureau MemberLine WSA and Gold
Mastmﬁalﬂ' 'ﬁb!defs on the move. Simply tell

oing Places?! FEE ol

Now there are ke th Scerilc route or ge! there fast .

il do thie sest! Within thiee i
even better sk -Ieﬂm«'mslwvcvur“ﬁstjsiwll N

reaso ns to 'cdﬁom fit 16" Vol specificati d travel”

can use as you

carry a you receive with a Bdrm Bureau”MemberLine
iU 1VE Wi I U Ll

Farm Bureau VISAr Gold MaskrCard.

Membet‘Liﬂe " Better VllLbl. ‘Interest Rates
VISA or Gold * The Gold M?Camhasm 9% APR* —

one of the lowgs! interest rates available! The |
MasterCard! e i e MembesLine VISA s a low

“.~In‘addition, you pay no m!eresl
. cret;lll card purchases whemnyotr il
ylance is paid by-he due date.

Z¥he MermiberLing VISA has ng.annual fee and
the annual fee for the Gold MasterCard is $20,
which'is rebated every year that you make
$3,000 or more innet purchases.

Better premiums

Both the MemberLine VISA and the Gold
MasterCard offerawide array.of complimentary
features and‘eplionsfor your protection and
peace of mind.-And when you cary a Gold
MasterCard, you'll enjoy the added advantages
of a higher credil {ing, executive travel
privileges, emergency road assistance,
purchaseprotection insurance/and a warranty
extension. program — valtiable "extras"-you

-and your-family can depend on.

Phild
Gon\rincod? it Ll
= Simply témove-this pmmm the magazine | i

and fill‘'out the application onthe reverse ssdaa
;- Letterfold and staple the form with the mailifg ™
address on the outside. No posiage necessaryl

CL-\SHG:H%WW&PRWGOLDW%W&PR
efiective Ogtober 1. 1593 mmm 15 lmamm

—

No Postage N

-
:
|

Business Reply Mail —
First Class Permit No. 2334 Kalamazoo, MI S
Eaaa———— = . =}
e
e —————— —
FIRST OF AMERICA BANK T ——
REVOLVING CREDIT DIVISION —

ATTN: FARM BUREAU MEMBER SERVICES
P.O. BOX 2349
KALAMAZOO, Ml 49003-9917 lllll"IIIt"III"IlIII“lIIIIllIIIIlII"IIII"IIIII
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Historical Marmers Church
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MFB Annual Kicks Off Sunday With Vespers at the

November 15, 1993

rs

"In a musty old hall in Detroit they prayed, in the Maritime Sailors’
Cathedral. The church bell chimed m it rang twenty-nine times for
each man on the Edmund Fitzgerald.'

Many Farm Bureau members have no
doubt heard of the Mariners® Church, made
famous by the Gordon Lightfoot ballad,
"The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald."
The shipwreck in November of 1975 took
the lives of 29 crew members and sank just
15 miles from Whitefish Bay.

Every year on the first Sunday in Novem-
ber, the Mariners” Church commemorates
the sinking with a service, which includes
the ringing of the bell and reading of each
crew member’s name until the bell rings 29
times.

The Mariners’ Church, originally estab-
lished in 1842 through the will of Julia
Anderson, the daughter of an importer/ex-
porter who knew of the perils of the seas,
was intended to serve as a house of prayer
for all people involved in the maritime in-
dustry.

The present structure was completed in
1849 and was actually moved by the city of
Detroit to its existing location in 1950.

Scattered throughout the church are paint-
ings, photographs and ship models that
symbolize its maritime history. The
various stained-glass windows depict
mariners, symbols of the Great Lakes and
renderings of winter storms that often
plague the Great Lakes and endanger the
lives of the sailors who travel the waters.

MFB members can attend a Vespers ser-
vice on Sunday, Nov. 28, at 4 p.m. as a
part of annual meeting opening ac-
tivities. Those wishing to attend the ser-
vice at the Mariners’ Church, which is
within walking distance of the Westin
Hotel, should get additional information
at the time of registration.

CARD PREFERENCE (choose one design only)

OPTIONAL GROUP CREDIT INSURANCE

[JScenic ‘JISA I:]Slandard UIS& [JGOLD MASTERCARD
CTL VR 6400 09 PL CTL VR CTL MP 5600 0100 PLY
PR em—

1f 1 do not qualify for the Gold MasterCard, consider my application for the regular VISA.

APPLICANT (please print)

Optional Group Credit Insurance

To enroll in Chargegard, you must be under age 70 in all states excapt age 71 In AZ, FL, MI, MO,
CA, CT, HI, 1D, IN, MA, NJ, RI, VT, WA, Wi, and WY, maximum enrollment age is through age 5‘
1A, MN, OR, and TX), and coverage ends at age 65 (age 66 in MN, OR, and T age 70 in lﬂ]
.lopluntmehammm ge if you are employed full-time in a non
mmmmmaulmmmmhn ploy and disability
bagin after 30 days of b t or disability, mmmnmwmamn
benfits are based on the outstanding balance as of the date of loss and will continue until your balance is
paid off, you retum to work, o you reach the limits of the master policy, $10,000, whichever occurs first. Life
benefits are available 10 the applicant and joint applicant (spouse, If no joint applicant). Benefits are not
payable on purchases or advances made while claims are being paid.
Unemployment Benefit: Il you become involuntarily unemployed, will make your scheduled
mmmmuwmmmmmm Retirement is not covered. In NY,
benefits are not payable for pregnancy and other medical conditions. (Coverage not avallable

and 0K In

ﬁ
You, the
(l

NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON CARD

In CT, MA and MN; labor disputes/strikes excluded in AR, IL and NY.)
Lite Benefit: If you or your joint applicant (spouse, ff no joint applicant) die, Chargegard will pay the

Y WO Y S S B P OO, NN ™ e (S [ I T T .mmuuumammummmﬂmnmﬁﬁﬁ
i it exciuded except in MD and MO.) At age 65 {ae 66 in IA), Life benefits convert to Accidental in Hi,
First Name Middie Initial ~ Last Name : ol e e bt
Social Security # Date of Birth i Disabllity Benefit: If you becoms disabled, Chargegard will make your scheduled minimum monthly
payments as long as you are under a doctor's care and unable to work, up 1o your credit Emit or $10,000,
whichever is less.
Home Phane | | Chargegard Costs: The monthly premium for Chargegard Is 66¢ per $100 of your average dally balance on
Years your account in all states except 35 follows: 28.9¢ in MA; 29.3¢ in MN; 38.8¢ in NY; 46.9¢ in NH: 48.1¢ in CT;
Address There Mos 56.7¢ in VT; 64¢ in NM; 65.8¢ in AZ 57.6¢ in SC; 46.6¢ in TX; 57.5¢ in Hi; 59¢ in W1, 60¢ in CA, [A, ID. 1N,
- MO, NJ, OR, RI, WA, and WY. The manthly premium will be charged to your credit card account.
) Caverage will be oblained by First of America and i und Bankers Life
City, State Zip Code Company of Florida and A Bankars y of Florida, 11222 Ouail Roost Drive, Miami,
7T Mort TRent Florida 33157-6506. In NY, Life and Disability coverage is provided by Bankers American Life Assurance
Li morigage Line Monthly u«m.nmmmms.mmmsm&muw&mim.
] Own (Free and Clear) [ Other (Describe) Payment §
DTUlmFﬂidmm‘wmimmlmmwmmwm and
Previous Address crean s not required 1o obtain credit and will not
(if less than 2 years at present address) uwmmwwwuwmmmmmmsmum
a factor In the approval of this application for credi.
Employer Years
or D\ There Mos. o
Business Applicant's Signature (Your signature constitutes acceptance of this coverage.)  Birth Date
Position Phone )
Previous Years CO-APPLICANT (please print)
Emﬁﬂ?&l There NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON CARD
i Fﬂ'ﬂ $ - | | | | 1 1 | SO, B i I |
Salary § ncome $°* Ll 1 1 1 3
Source of Other Income” First Name Middie Initial  Last Name
(Alimony, child support, or separate maintenance & H
payments need not be revealed if you do not wm‘ Date of Birth _I /
wish to have it as a basis for repaying this obligation.) Years
Do You Have Employer There Mos.
CChechng Bank Business
[ Savings (Name Position Phone 1
Nearest Relative Phone Previous Years
{not living with you) ( ) Employer There
Annual (Other
Address Salary $ Income §*
\/we hereby certify that each of the answers on this application is true and correct, and Is Source of Other Income *

made for the purpose of obtaining a loan or credit from the First of America Bank-Central (Bank).
\/we hereby authorize the Bank to investigate my/our credit record to the extent it deems
necessary and to verify my/our credit employment and income ref |Awe further authori
and instruct any person or consumer reporting agency to furnish the Bank any inf jon that it

(Alimony. child Suppor. or sEparate maintanance
{payments noed not be revealed it you do not
wish to have it as & basis for repaying this obligation. )

may have or obtain in response to such credit inquiries. L'we turther agree that this application
shall become property of the Bank, whether or not it is approved.

Lwe agree that if this application is accepted and a card or cards are Issued that any use of

Complete the following information if different from applicant
Home Phone )

the card(s) will be governed by the terms and conditions of the Bank's VISA/MasterCard Years
Agreement and Disclosure provided before or with defivery of the card(s). U'we assume, if more Address There
than one jointly and severally, liability for all charges incurred in any use of the card(s)
City, Tip
e = fo— Sae Coce
T

2 il [ Mortgage ORet Monthly
X i _ d% 4 § Ay AT [ Own (Free and Clear)  [J Other (Describe) Payment §
CnAnppIm‘;S-unalur! i Date Do You Have:

[ Checking [ Bank
Savings | Name

There are costs associated with the use of this account.

For a complete listing of these costs you may call us at: 1 800 423- 3883 or write us at P.0. Box 2349 Kalamazoo M Mi43003

| Variable Annual Balance Annual Fee Grace Period for Other Fees

| P";:’:':‘”' C.l-" "l"““l . None for scenic or Re 'Bm &I;lh Cash Mvances Fee — none

| standard VISA S Paianccs Transaction Fee — none

| Classic = Prime + 8.4% Two cycle Late Fee — $0-§12

Gold= Prime + 6.9% Average Daily Balance $20 for Gold MasterCard 25 Days, Over Limit Fee — $0-$10
Based on {excluding new rebated every year net starting with the billing  Dishonored checks — $0-$15
Wall Street Journal Prime purchases) annual purchases date on statement Minimum Finance
exceed $3,000) Charge - none

1993 District Discussion
Meet Winners Head for
State Competition —
Nearly $2,000 in Prizes
at Stake!

The following Young Farmer Discussion
Meet contestants were district contest win-
ners, which were held in August and Sep-
tember. Discussion Meet Topics at the state
level will include:

1. What are some alternative and innova-
tive uses of agricultural commodities and
by-products?

2. How will primary and secondary educa-
tion be funded in the future?

3.What can be done to encourage the intro-
duction of beginning farmers into agricul-
ture?

4. What should be the provisions of the
1995 Food Security Act (farm bill)?

The following contestants will be compet-
ing for $500 cash from Dodge Truck,
$1,000 worth of seed from Great Lakes
Hybrids, Inc., and an all-expense—paid trip
to Florida for national competition in
January:

Name County
Steve Fitzner ..........ccccceeiennnnee.. Huron
Gary Kirsh .... ...Macomb
Dave Siemen..........ccocevveivinnene.. Huron
Amy Martin .......c..ceeevenennenn.. OScEOlA
Sharon Hallack............ .....Oceana
Andy Johnson ...................... Mecosta
Sarah Anderson......................Isabella
Dave PIYCK ... iiilvesi v s re S AY,
Dale Whitmore.............ce.on..... Gratiot
Dave Dekam ..................... Missaukee
Lorraine Nordbeck...................Benzie
Bill Schoedel........................ Manistee
EeeBventh S n il ins) losco
Grace Beck........coccrenneeinnenne. Ogemaw
Nick Hilla......cosiiniaresnesAlDENA
Jim VanDamme............ Hiawathaland
Steve Brock..................... Menominee
Dave Johnson.................. Menominee
Mike Wenkel .........coocrinineseieinn0ASS

Mike RAINEY ..:ivmensonsasirmscissossass- ASS
Kelly Leach...................... Kalamazoo

Andy AcMoody ... ....Branch
Matt Carpcnter...... weenee LENAWEE
Dan Anderson... «......Calhoun
Val White... ¥y .Livingslon
Todd Haselschwcrdt ... Washtenaw
Kristopher Neuvirth............... Monroe
Kevin Sall ..........cccsuvevarennncn.Ottawa
Boyd Endsley...........coeccrvennn... Barry
Steve Ybema.........c.ccceneenen Allegan
Patti Warnke ............c.c.c.........Clinton
Steve Cheney ......................... Ingham
Angie Ball.................cceueunn.. Clinton

Please letterfold and staple this form with the mailing address on the outside (reverse side)




| Michigan Farm News

fod
November 15, 1993 =

provide agriculture a measure of liability protection.

Undcr legislation recently approved by the
state Legislature, the director of the
Michigan Department of Agriculture
(MDA) will be required to develop and
promote voluntary groundwater
stewardship practices that farmers can use
to prevent contamination of groundwater by
pesticides or nitrogen fertilizers, according
to MFB Legislative Counsel Vicki Pontz.

The legislation, sponsored by Sen. George
McManus (R-Traverse City) and Sen. Joel
Gougeon (R-Bay City), requires the MDA
director to also develop a voluntary evalua-
tion system, such as the Farmstead Assess-
ment System, to help farmers determine the
groundwater impact potential of their farm-
ing practices.

"The legislation, which has passed the
Senate and the House, still needs to be con-
curred on by the Senate and signed by the
governor, will provide farmers a great deal
of liability protection, as long as
stewardship practices are followed," Pontz
said. "It also demonstrates to the general
public that agriculture is taking a proactive
approach to good stewardship and
groundwater protection, which will help to
avoid regulatory overkill in the future."

The act, once formalized, will require the
following:

Grouncfwarer Advisory Council - The
director shall establish a broad-based
groundwater advisory council to establish
educational programs, coordinate technical
assistance programs, and provide interagen-
cy coordination of groundwater programs.

The council shall include agriculture
producers. Local stewardship teams may be
established to implement groundwater
protection programs.

Stewardship Program - Those farmers
who have completed an on-site evaluation
and develop a stewardship plan, which
would be protective of groundwater, will be

eligible to receive grants to implement the
plan and be protected from liability for
contamination unless he/she is not in ac-
cordance with state or federal law.

Freshwater Protection Fund - The
fund will be established by requiring pes-
ticide registrants to pay an annual
groundwater protection fee for each
product registered and nitrogen fertilizer
distributors to pay a fee for each ton of
fertilizer sold. The proposed fees are as
follows:

o Spccialtgl (non-agricultural) pes-
ticides, $100 per product.

L] Agricultural pesticides, 0.75 per-
cent of previous year’s sales,
($150 minimum).

OJ Specialty (non-agricultural)
fertilizers, $100 per product.

(] Nitrogen fertilizers (agricultural)
$0.015 per percentage unit of N
per ton.

"The total fund would be limited to $3.5
million," Pontz explained. "The fund
would pay direct assistance to farmers such
as cost share programs for persons im-
plementing groundwater stewardship prac-
tices or groundwater protection rules; cost
share programs for persons who notify the
director of potential sources of contamina-
tion; closure of improperly constructed
wells; recycling programs for specialty and
agriculture pesticide containers; pesticide
pickup programs; monitoring of private
well water for agricultural chemicals; and
removal of contaminated soils and waters."

Indirect assistance programs such as
education and technical assistance to pes-
ticide users, implementation of on-site
evaluation systems and stewardship prac-
tices, and research programs would also
come from the fund.

13 Michigan Groundwater and Fresh-
water Protection Act Almost Final

Measures in this legislation would be administered by the
Michigan Department of Agriculture, to protect water quality and

Administrative costs to include monitoring,
developing and enforcing groundwater
protection rules and management of pes-

| ticide sales information, will be limited to

20 percent of the fund annually.

"The director of MDA is required to annual-
ly seek matching general fund appropria-
tions in amounts equal to the fees collected
under this act," Pontz said. "This section of
the bill that authorizes the collection of fees
is sunsetted seven years after the effective
date of the act."

Response Mechanisms - The legisla-
tion also amends the Michigan Pesticide
Control Act to authorize MDA to respond
to agriculturally-related groundwater con-
tamination by a pesticide. If pesticides are
found in groundwater at a single location,
the director shall assist in activities to
prevent further contamination and perform
an evaluation of practices.

"The director may require the person
responsible for contamination at the site to
develop an activity plan to correct the prob-
lem," Pontz said. "If activities are deter-
mined not to be in compliance with
stewardship practices, the director may
issue an order to cease or modify activities
on the site."

Upon confirmation of groundwater con-
tamination in three locations exceeding 20
percent of the Maximum Contaminant

ENVIRONM
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Level (MCL), or when the EPA proposesto |

suspend or cancel registration of a pesticide
because of groundwater concerns, MDA
may develop a groundwater protection rule
for a specific pesticide.
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The director may also determine the scope
and region of implementation for the rule.
The director may require persons to furnish
any information they have relating to iden-
tification, nature, and quantity of pesticides
and fertilizers that have been used which
may have impacted groundwater quality.

The director may authorize persons to land-
apply materials contaminated with pes-
ticides or fertilizers at agronomic rates. A
person aggrieved by any order issued under
this Act may request a hearing according to
the Administrative Procedures Act, Pontz
said.

"Farm Bureau (MFB) policy supports a
comprehensive statewide plan to protect
groundwater and surface water from
agricultural chemicals and fertilizers that
includes voluntary, incentive—driven
programs,” Pontzsaid. "MFB policy recom-
mends the Michigan Department of
Agriculture be given primary authority and
responsibility 1o respond to agriculturally
contaminated groundwater with site
specific recommendations to the producer
to mitigate contamination.”

Pontz said that Farm Bureau policy also
supports participation from agricultural
producers in funding agricultural non-point
source programs, only when at least equal
contributions from public funding sources
are made available.

Farm Bureau supported both bills. For
more information, contact Vicki Pontz at
(517) 323-7000, extension 2046.

Parson Chemical Cleanup First Time Commercial Use of ISV (continued trom page 1)

Below, once the melt is complete in an individual cell, the hood is lifted by a crane
to the next adjoining cell. The molten soil and the hole left by the melt is backfilled
with clean dirt and seeded once the ground has cooled.

Those factors made the Parson Chemical
site an ideal candidate for the first commer-
cial application of ISV technology, which
can be done at under $600 a cubic yard, less
than a third the cost of other options.

Nearly 3,000 cubic yards of contaminated
soil, excavated from an area at the rear of
the chemical plant facility and from along a
drainage ditch where chemicals had been
dumped, will eventually be treated in a
series of nine treatment cells constructed in
1990 for ISV application.

From 1945 to 1979, Parson’s Chemical
Works, Inc. manufactured agricultural
chemicals at its Grand Ledge facility lo-
cated on the western outskirts of the com-
munity. During those 34 years of producing
pesticides, herbicides, solvents and com-
pounds containing mercury, the company
was also dumping chemicals into its
drainage system.

After a bankruptcy in 1979, and subsequent
investigations by the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources, the Eaton County
Health Department and EPA, the Parson
Chemical site was placed on EPA’s national
priorities list and became an EPA Superfund
site in 1989. The ISV treatment process was
initiated in July of 1993.

Site Preparation

Workers at the site constructed a treatment
trench to hold the contaminated soil for the
treatment phase of the cleanup. Concrete
walls measuring 12 inches thick were con-
structed in the excavated trench.

A series of nine treatment cells, each
measuring 28 feet x 28 feet by 16 feet deep,
were constructed. Temperature sensors
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were installed in the trench to provide a
means of monitoring the melting process.

The 3,000 cubic yards of contaminated soil
were then placed into the treatment cells,
with each cell containing four holes large
enough to insert one foot diameter
electrodes to start the melt.

Soil Treatment Phase

Because ISV is an on-site treatment tech-
nology, the equipment must be mobile so it
can be relocated to future treatment sites.
The ISV equipment includes a large metal

hood - a dome shaped structure that’s 60
feet in diameter and 15 feet high. The hood
overlaps the top of one treatment cell and is
used primarily to vent off vapors for treat-
ment before emission into the atmosphere.

Other parts of the ISV system include
trailers for workers to monitor the melt, a
trailer for a gas filtration system, and
another trailer containing a transformer to
provide a power source for the electrodes.

Other parts include a set of pipes to vent off
the gas to the filter treatment system, and

the electrodes. Power cables, capable of
carrying over 3.5 megawatts of electricity,
run from the power lines to the trailer, and
then the electrodes, which are fed down
through the top of the hood.

Once the equipment is installed and the
hood in place, workers place a "starter path”
across the treatment cell. "Normally, soil
has to be heated up and melted to make it
conductive so that you can put power
through it to continue melting the rest of the
soil," said Zintak.

"Workers lay down a layer of graphite in a
path between the electrodes to start the flow
of electricity down into the ground.” he
said. "Once the melt actually starts, these
one foot diameter electrodes are fed down
into the ground, eventually reaching the 16
foot depth of the cell. The electrodes are
manufactured in six foot lengths. Five of the
electrodes are threaded together for a total
length of 30 feet."

As the soil melt proceeds, and forms a thick
liquid, its chemical structure is irreversibly
broken down. Its volume is also reduced 20
to 30 percent since the melting removes
water, organic material and air pockets.

Soil will be melted at the rate of one to two
inches per hour, generally requiring five to
10 days to complete the melt in a cell before
moving on to the next treatment cell. The
ISV system consumes about the same
amount of electricity as a small hotel on a
daily basis, said Zintak.

It will take at least 12 months for the melted
soil in each cell to cool and completely
harden to glass, forming a single mass of
glass in each cell.
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Distinguished Young Farmer and Outstand::n_g Young Agricultural Leader Finalists

Michigun Farm Bureau’s eight finalists in the MFB Young Farmer’s Outstanding Young
Agricultural Leader and Distinguished Young Farmer contests have been selected, with the
state winner to be selected after personal interviews at the MFB annual in Detroit. MFB
presents the awards annually to selected young farmers based on their farming operation,
as well as leadership and community involvement. The contests are sponsored by Great
Lakes Hybrids, Inc., with each state winner receiving $1,000 worth of seed products and
an all-expense-paid trip to the American Farm Bureau annual meeting in January. The state
winner in the Distinguished Young Farmer contest also receives 80 hours free use of a
CASE-IH Maxxum tractor, and $500 cash from Dodge Truck. All eight finalists will also
receive a MFB Carhartt Jacket, compliments of Blue Cross/Blue Shield.

— Outstanding Young Agricultural Leaders —

John Crumbaugh
Ithaca, Gratiot County

Agricultural Operation:

Involved in 3,000 acre farm corporation with
parents, raising sugar beets, edible beans,
soybeans and corn. Responsible for record
keeping, purchasing and marketing.
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Community Involvement:

Served on Monitor Sugar Beet Growers
Assoc. Board, B&W Coop Nominating
Committee, Congressman Dave Camp’s Ad-
visory Committee,. Chairman of Gratiot
County Fair for Youth Pig Scramble, Rural
Urban Commitiee, Member of Ithaca Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Farm Bureau Involvement:

County Farm Bureau board member, state delegate, Washington Legislative-Seminar par-
ticipant, county Policy Development Committee, Gratiot County Young Farmer chairman,
ProFILE graduate, Gratiot County Distinguished Young Farmer.

Carmen Hartwig
Central Lake, Antrim County
Husband: David

Agricultural Operation:

Owns and operates a 70-cow dairy operation
raising nearly all of the feed for the ap-
proximately 200 head of livestock on the
operation’s 850 acres of hay and corn.
Responsible for milking, breeding, DHIA
record keeping, and herd health.

Community Involvement:

Served as chairperson and vice-chairperson
on the Central Lake Planning Commission,
tutorer with Central Lake High School, tour guide with Soil Conservation Service, and active in
numerous 4-H activities.

Farm Bureau Involvement:

Served on the Antrim County Farm Bureau board of directors, Young Farmer Commiltee
chairperson, county Promotion and Education Committee co-chairperson, past district Discus-
sion Meet finalist, and Outstanding Young Farm Woman finalist.

Robert Mayer
Bronson, Branch County

Agricultural Operation:

Involved in 2,700 acre farm corporation, rais-
ing over 1,500 acres of gladiolas, 75 acres of
lilies, liatris, yarrow, allium, and peonies. The
farm also custom operates approximately
1,000 acres of soybeans, navy beans, hay,
seed corn, and field corn.

Community Involvement:
Branch County Community Foundation

board of directors, Branch County Animal
Shelter board of directors, active in Rotary
Club activities, Bronson County Republican
party precinct delegate, active in Bethel-Gilead Congregational Church committees.

Farm Bureau Involvement:

Member of Branch County Farm Bureau board of directors, Policy Development Committee
member, Washington Legislative Seminar participant, Lansing Legislative Seminar participant,
delegate to state annual, active in county Young Farmer activities.

Tamara Craig-Walton
Sturgis, St. Joseph County
Husband: Larry Walton

Agricultural Operation:

Family partnership consists of 625 acres of
crops, including 600 acres of seed corn, com-
mercial corn, soybeans, and alfalfa. The
partnership also operates a 40-cow dairy
herd, 25 feeder steers, and 30 head of com-
mercial ewes and lambs.

Community Involvement:

FFA Alumni member and stale secretary,
4-H volunteer, Lions Club volunteer, and
Centreville United Methodist Church high
school sunday school leader and Publicity Committee member, MABA Crop Management
Conference chairperson.

Farm Bureau involvement: ,
Member of Young Farmer Committee, delegate to Young Farmer Leadership Conference,
County Commissioner tour speaker on agricultural trends, district Discussion Meet contest

judge, Ag-Citing Experience group leader.

{ Ludington, Mason County

| member
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— Distinguished Young Farmers —

Tom Barends
Fremont, Newaygo County
Wife: Jacqueline

Agricultural Operation:
Owns and operates a 50-cow
dairy operation, with a rolling
herd average of 22,671 pounds, in
addition to marketing registered
cows, bulls, and heifers. The farm
utilizes rotational grazing
throughout the growing season,
with feed purchased for the
remainder of the year.

Community Involvement:
Michigan Holstein Assoc. Dis-
trict 7 board member, Newaygo
County DHIA secretary,
Newaygo United Church of Christ youth group leader and council member, and 4-H Dairy Club
leader. Operation also hosts an annual dairy promotion event called "Open Barn” each year in
June. Received Outstanding 4-H Dairy Member Award, Progressive Genetics Award from the
Holstein Assoc., Highest five-year Production Increase from DHIA, and Progressive Breeders
Registry Award from the Holstein Association.

Farm Bureau Involvement:

Newaygo County Policy Development Committee member, Young Farmer Committee member
and chairman, county Farm Bureau fair booth manager, and 1992 MFB Distinguished Young
Farmer state finalist.

Pete Conrad

Wife: Connie
Children: Christopher, 1

Agricultural Operation:
Operates a 515 acre cropping
operation, with 217 acres of snaﬂ
beans, 45 acres of asparagus, 14
acres of corn, 65 acres of wheat,
and 35 acres of rye.

Community Involvement:
Board member of Western
Michigan Electric Cooperative,
of the Michigan
Asparagus Advisory Board,
member of Michigan Asparagus
Research Committee, Amber
Township Planning Commission, Emmanual Lutheran Church group leader and council mem-
ber.

| Farm Bureau Involvement:

Mason County Farm Bureau board member, county Farm Bureau vice president and president,
county delegate to MFB annual, Promotion and Education Committee member, chairman of
county Young Farmer Committee, member of Policy Development Committee, and past
Washington Legislative Seminar participant.

Jeff Horning

Manchester,

Washtenaw County

Wife: Lynda LaVon
Children: Katelyn, 14 months

Agricultural Operation:
Active in family partnership on a
150-cow dairy operation, in addi-
tion to raising 175 acres of corn,
133 acres of hay and 22 acres of
wheat. The herd sports a rolling
herd average of 28,100 pounds.

Community Involvement:
4-H dairy judging coach, state 4-
H dairy judge, active in Zion
Lutheran Church, Holstein As-
sociation organization board,
Washtenaw County Soil Conservation Service Conservation farmer of the year, state DHIA
Progressive Farmer, and MMPA Outstanding Young Dairy Cooperative district alternate.

Farm Bureau Involvement:

Serves on county Young Farmer, Membership, and County Picnic committees. Chairman of the
county Rural Education Days, state Young Farmer Leadership conference participant, 1992
MFB Outstanding Young Ag Leader state finalist, and past ProFILE participant.

Kenneth Oomen
Hart, Oceana County
Wife: Sandra
Children: Nicholas, 3;
Spencer, 7 months

Agricultural Operation:

In partnership on 744 acre crop-
ping operation, growing 200
acres of asparagus, 155 acres of
hubbard squash, 20 acres of but-
ternut squash, 65 acres of carrots,
55 acres of green and yellow zuc-
chini squash, 30 acres of green
beans, 85 acres of corn, 40 acres
of rye, and 50 acres of Christmas
trees.

Community Involvement:
Member of the Michigan Asparagus Research Committee, active in St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church, and helped organize a community auction-open house dinner and fund-raiser.

Farm Bureau Involvement:

Member of the Oceana County Young Farmer, and MACMA Direct Marketing committees,
chairman of Community Action Group, delegate to MFB annual meeting, and past participant
of state Young Farmer Leadership Conference.
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DODGE JUST CAME UP
WITH 500 MORE REASONS
FOR BELONGING T
YOUR FARM BUREAU.

Dodge Dakota Long Bed

_ EARM BUREAU MEMBERS powered Dodge trucks. Or up to $1,000 worth

of DeWalt tools. And that's on top of any other

ARE NOW ELIG'BLE FOR national offer” So be smart. Get a certificate
$500 CASH BACK FROM DODGE. from your Farm Bureau and go see your

: nearest Dodge dealer. Any color Dodge truck
Overall, Dodge offers the most powerful line of you want, you'll save a lot of green.
trucks in America. Courtesy of our Magnum V-6,

V-8 and Cummins diesel engines. So shopping
Dodge makes sense right from the start. But now,

Farm Bureau members have an extra incentive.
Either $500 cash back on select Magnum THE NEW DODGE

* This offer is valid for members of participating Farm Bureaus, expires 12/31/93, and may not be used in combination with any other Chrysler Corporation certificate offer or certain other special offers. Ask for restrictions & details
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Mi-..‘hlg;m State University and .Con-
sumers Power will host statewide seminars
this winter on profitable cow facilities. This
program will be of interest to all dairy
tarmers.

Consumers Power has made a strong
commitment to not only recognize stray volt-
age as a not uncommon problem, but also to
commit resources to on-farm investigation by
trained electricians with farm backgrounds.
As often seen, cow productivity can be held
up by more than one problem.

MSU departments of Animal Science and
Ag Engineering have studied the charac-
teristics of healthy, productive dairy cattle
facilities. These factors will be of use to
farmers who want to update present facilities
and those who are building new barns.

The first meeting will run from 10 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. on Thurs., Dec. 2, at the Comfort
Inn in Plainwell. The program is open to
everyone, even those who are not supplied by
Consumers Power.

There will be refreshments and a lunch
with a small registration fee of $5. Other
seminar dates include Dec. 10 at Sparta, Feb.
21 at Charlotte, and March 10 at the
Clarksville Ag Experiment Station. If you

Stray Voltage Programs Slated

need information on these other dates, call
(616) 948-4862.

There will be a two-part agenda. Con-
sumers Power will discuss and demonstrate
what causes stray voltage, how cows react to
stray voltage, how it is created and how to
prevent and cure it. They will tell about their
new stray voltage or neutral/earth voltage in-
vestigation service geared especially for
farms.

Farmers who have never suspected a stray
voltage problem or think it is associated with
"poor managers" will find this program of
great interest.

The second part of the program will fea-
ture Dr. Bill Bickert from MSU Ag Engineer-
ing talking about the importance of facility
design and operation. Dr. Bickert feels that the
facilities make it possible for a dairy farmer to
implement a profitable dairy management
plan.

In short, almost any dairy farmer will
benefit from this seminar. It is a regional
program open to all. Mark down the date
of Dec. 2 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Comfort Inn in Plainwell, located at the
junction of U.S.-131 and M-89.

MFB Members Call for Less Government in
1995 Farm Bill in Statewide Policy Survey

1995 Farm Program Elements:

[ 47 percent called for market-oriented loan
rates and target prices, while 22 percent
disagreed.

Approximately 5 percent of the policy
surveys mailed to regular MFB members wit
their Aug. 15 issue of Michigan Farm News
were completed and returned to county Farm
Bureaus to use in their policy development

rocess, according to MFB Public Affairs
irector Al Almy.

"This marked the first time MFB has un-
dertaken such a comprehensive survey effort
of regular members," Almy said. "This kind
of input from the farmer-members certainly
makes the policy development process a
much easier and more thorough effort to
stimulate grassroots participation.”

Almy said that once the surveys were
received at MFB, they were sorted by county
and returned to their respective county Farm |
Bureaus for use by the county Policy
Development Committee. |

"Based on this year’s response, we plan to
conduct a similar survey in 1994," Almy said.
"I'm confident that we’ll have even more
members taking advantage of the opportunity
to provide input on their organization’s policy
direction.”

Of those responding to the surveys, the
following responses were received for each of
the survey questions:

[ 33 percent agreed that the percentage of
base acres not eligible for deficiency pay-
ments should be increased, while 38 per-
cent disagreed.

[ 34 percent felt that producer assessments
should be used to reduce government farm
program costs, while 37 percent dis-
agreed.

[140 percent said that export subsidies
should be reduced, while 30 percent dis-
agreed.

[0 58 percent agreed that a "self- -help" dairy
program should be included in a 1995
farm bill, while 9 percent disagreed.

[0 20 percent felt that increased environmen-
tal provisions should be a part of the farm
bill, while 53 percent disagreed.

[ Overall, 78 percent called for a reduction
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A NEW MONEY SAVING HEALTH PLAN

FOR FARM OWNERS & OPERATORS . [

In these tough econemic times all business owners are looking for ways to improve their bottom fine.
Now Farm Bureau can help with a new money saving group Health Plan from Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan.

These new plans are guaranteed issue no-matter what your health history, locally serviced by our 69 county nﬂic&_zs and 49{] agents statewide,
and competitively priced to save farm awners and operators hundreds or even thousands of dollars off their health insurance bill.
So, if you're a sole proprietor or if you have one or more employees, you should call Farm Bureau today for benefit and rate information.

of government’s role in agriculture, while
only 10 percent disagreed.

Nonpoint Source
Pollution Programs:

[J 54 percent felt that water quality protec-
tion practices should be included in Right

. to Farm guidelines.

it [J 61 percent felt that voluntary stewardship
practices should be created to provide
protection from liability for contamina-
tion when followed.

[0 18 percent said that mandatory best
management practices should be
developed along with cost-share dollars

o for implementation.

[J 20 percent believed that local units of
government should be responsible for
regulation and enforcement of managing
nonpoint source pollution on a water shed
basis.

Composting

1 59 percent said that MSU should develop
guidelines for on-farm composting and 53
percent said those MSU guidelines should
be included in Right to Farm guidelines.

[ 19 percent agreed that the Department of
Natural Resources should be allowed to
issue permits for on-farm composting.

[J 27 percent felt that local units of govern-
ment should regulate land application and
composting of yard wastes.

Endangered Species

[ 75 percent of the respondents said that
economic impacts should be considered
when determining if a species should be
listed as endangered or threatened, while
21 percent said no.

[J Only 27 percent agreed that the En-
dangered Species Act be amended to ex-
tend to species which in the future might
be listed as endangered, while an over-
whelming 71 percent said no.

Tort Liability and Lawsuits

CJ 90 percent said that non-economic pain
and suffering, and punishment damage

Please mail to: Michigan Farm Bureau
Membership Services
P.0. Box 30960
Lansing, Mi 48909
| Please Print
| Name
J| Address
] Phone
County
! Type of Farm/Business =

Current Health Insurance
Number of Full Time Employees

FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION RATE QUOTE — FILL OUT THE COUPON BELOW OR CALL DIRECT 1-800-292-2680, EXT. 3239 OR 3240.

awards should have financial limits estab-
lished, while 5 percent said no.

0J 69 percent felt that contingency fees for
attorneys should be reduced as monetary
awards increase, instead of the flat 30
percent rate currently established. Only 7
percent disagreed with reducing the con-
(d Sole proprietor Iingency rate.

{1 person group)
Q24 059
(J 10-24 [ 25and over

[ 78 percent said that standard monetary
awards for specific types of injuries
should be established to avoid vastly dif-
ferent settlements between juries, judges,

and location; 8 percent disagreed.
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Questions and Answers Regarding Michigan’s School Finance Reform

The following is a brief overview of the
governor's recent proposal for funding
Michigan schools. The Legislature
continues to debate the proposal and
funding options. At least six other con-
cepts have been offered as alterna-
tives to the governor’s proposal. As of
this writing, the Legislature has not
developed a clear consensus on the
solution.

A major concern is the definition of
homestead. The governor's proposal
would exempt the homestead from the
16 mills for school operating. The cur-
rent definition of homestead includes
adjacent and contiguous land unless
the land is rented to another. Rented
land would be subject to the 16 mills.
Real estate transactions exempted
from the 16 mills would be subject to a
four percent transaction tax, collected
at the time of sale.

Because of the other proposals and the
current debate in the Legislature, the
details continue to change substantial-
ly and significantly. The following ques-
tions and answers are based on the
proposal as presented by the governor.

Q, Is this a property tax cut?

. Yes. This proposal will lead to over a

6 billion property tax cut, the largest tax

cut in Michigan’s history. In addition, the

proposal will eliminate local school proper-
ty taxes for 530 school districts.

Q_ What is the Real Estate Transfer Tax?

A‘ Forty states, including Michigan, levy
a Real Estate Transfer Tax. No tax is owed
until you sell your house when you pay the
state 4 percent of the home’s market value.

Q‘ Will I have to pay the 16 mill statewide
property tax?

. Only business property and second

omes will be responsible for paying the 16

mill statewide tax, The property which is
your primary residence will be exempt.

(Q. will my school lose funding?

. No. In the first year, each district will

e guaranteed an increase in their general

operating revenue from the prior year.

Many low-resource districts will see a sig-
nificant increase in funds.

Ten Ethanol Powered Cars Now a
Part of State’s Auto Fleet

MDA Director Bill Schuette, Michigan Corn Growers Association President Larry Nobis,
Michigan Corn Marketing Board Chairman Dan Putman, and Governor John Engler are
pictured with a 1993 E-85 Chevrolet Lumina at MSU's Ag Expo. The car, powered by fuel
containing 85 percent ethanol, is being used by Schuette. The E-85 is one of 89 alternative

‘1‘

fuel powered vehicles in the state’s motor pool, 10 of which are powered by ethanol.

~ POWERED BY
. # ETHANOL

Michigan corn farmers will be helping to
fuel 10 state-owned vehicles powered by
ethanol produced from corn. Michigan
Department of Agriculture Director Bill
Schuette took delivery of his ethanol powered
Chevrolet Lumina in July, one of the first
ethanol powered cars delivered.

According to Maureen McNulty,
spokesperson with the Michigan Department
of Management and Budget (DMB), the state-

owned fleet has become a hands-on applica- |
tion for indepth research of alternative fueled |

vehicles (AFV). The research will focus on
technology, availability, cost and application
of AFVs including ethanol, electric, com-
pressed natural gas, and methanol. The state
has ordered 89 AFVs for 1993.

"It’s critical that this research be con-
ducted in a controlled environment where ac-
curate usage of fuels can be identified and the
reliability of the data verified," explained Mc-
Nulty. "The controlled environment will also
allow for adequate driver education and com-
menis as we develop the program further o
facilitate long-term success with AFVs."

McNulty said the state plans to aggressive-
ly expand its AFV test program in each of the
next five years, with a goal of 40 percent of all
new vehicles ordered to be an AFV by 1997.

AFV Issues

Fuel Distribution: If there's a significant
problem with AFVs, fuel distribution ranks as
number one, according to McNulty. "This is
particularly important in a state as vasl as
Michigan," she said. "Our fleet is dispersed
throughout the state, which can create a real

problem if an AFV is dependent on single
refueling station in any given area.”

McNulty said that fuel suppliers are
generally in a "wait and see" mode before
committing significant capital outlays for an
adequate alternative fuel storage and delivery
system.

Vehicle Availability: Despite the
public’s growing interest on AFVs, their
availability is not as rapid as might be ex-
pected. Conversions are available, but they’re
questionable in terms of clean air, vehicle
design and costs, according to McNulty.

Economic Justification: Another big
hurdle that AFVs must clear is their cost
compared to conventionally fueled vehicles.
Conversion costs and equipment can range
from $1,500 to $3,000 per vehicle. Deprecia-
tion, which is 50 percent of vehicle costs, will
increase even more, McNulty said, because of
the reduced buyers market for AFVs. The
only economic gain is the reduced fuel costs
of AFVs, which are marginal when the tax
credits are removed from the formula.

Information: Despite numerous studies
on alternative fuels, inconsistent findings and
information have had an adverse impact on
the overall success of AFVs, and ultimately,
consumer acceptance.

Technology: McNulty said that con-
tinued research is ar absolute necessity if
AFVs are to be further developed and ac-
cepted. She points to several problems, such
as natural gas cold-start problems; electrical
battery development; ethanol’s highly cor-
rosive properties; methanol’s inadequate
energy output and highly toxic condition.

9, Why was the Homestead Property Tax
redit eliminated?

~ Under current law, our Homestead
roperty Tax Credit program would reach
almost a $1 billion. With the significant
reduction in property taxes, Homestead
Credits would have automatically declined
by $850 million, leaving approximately
$150 million.

As a partial replacement, a refundable $450
credit to all seniors with incomes below
$13,000 would be allowed.

. Why do we need a constitutional
amendment?

A The Michigan Constitution limits the
total revenue the state can raise, which is
substantially less than the tax cut in S.B. 1.
There are basically two options: go back to
local property tax, or amend the Constitu-
tion so that the state can fully meet its
commitment to education.

Q_ Why do we need a sales tax increase?

A Michigan has one of the highest
property tax burdens in the country and one
of the lowest sales tax. Most economists
believe a sales tax is more efficient than
taxing income. Finally, the sales tax has a
greater chance of being exported to non-
residents than an income or property tax.

Q‘ Is this a tax cut?

A\ Yes. Even after the reccommended re-
placement revenues, Michigan taxpayers
will see an estimated $303 million decrease
in total taxes the first year,

_ How will local government be able to
replace lost revenue as aresult of S.B. 1 and
state aid reductions?

A Every local unit in the state will be able
to levy additional allocated millage to
replace their lost revenue sharing or to fund

17

transportation or economic development

| programs.

Counties will be able to levy 2 additional
mills, cities 6 mills, townships 3 mills, and
villages 2 mills. If local units can’t generate
enough revenue to replace lost revenue, the
county must reimburse them up to $5 mil-
lion per county. The state will reimburse
any remaining amount.

Q_ How many local units will require
refmbursement by the county or state?

A Of the 1,500 local units in Michigan,
about 45 cities, four townships, and 178
villages will be reimbursed for some

| amount by their county. Although many

villages will receive payments from the
counties, only three villages would receive
payments in excess of $100,000 and the
average payment to villages would be less
than $20,000. Only one city, Detroit, will
need to be reimbursed by the state.

. How.will property tax abatements
change?

. The state will no longer be involved in
the administration of property tax abate-
ments. Local units and counties will have
joint power to grant abatements. Local
abatements will not apply to the state
property tax.

MFB Position:

If agricultural land is not exempt from a 16
mill statewide property tax, then MFB sup-
ports a maximum of 16 mills to be levied on
all property for K-12 operations with no
exemptions. MFB supports a sales tax and
an income tax increase. MFB opposes an
increase in the Michigan Single Business
Tax.

MFB Contact:
Ron Nelson, (517) 323-7000, Ext. 2043

(- MICHIGAN FARM

MEFRN,

RADIO NETWORK

Serving Michigan
Farm Families is

Our Only Business

with the sign-on times.

Since its beginning in 1971, Michigan Farm Radio Network's only objective
has been to serve Michigan's farm families. This dedication to serve agricul-
ture is shared by 29 local radio stations in Michigan. Through these sta-
tions, Michigan Farm Radio Network provides the latest in market analysis,
weather and news to Farm Bureau members daily on the following stations:

WABJ Adrian 1490 5:45 am 11:50 am
WATZ Alpena 1450 5:30 am 11:30 am
WTKA Ann Arbor 1050 6:05 am 12:05 pm
WLEW Bad Axe 1340 6:30 am 12:50 pm
WHFB Benton Harbor 12:30 pm
WKYO Caro 1360 6:15 am 12:15 pm
WTVB Coldwater 1590 5:45 am i

WDOW Dowagiac 1440 6:05 am 12:15 pm
WGHN Grand Haven 1370/92.1 5:45 am 12:15 pm
WPLB Greenville 1380 6:15 am 11:45am
WBCH Hastings 1220 6:15 am 12:30 pm
WCSR Hillsdale 1340 6:45 am 12:45 pm
WHTC Holland 1450 12:15 pm
WKZO Kalamazoo 590 e 11:30 am
WJIM Lansing 1240 5:05 am 11:50 am
WWG2Z Lapeer 1530 % 12:15 pm
WOAP Owosso 1080 6:15 am 12:30 pm
WHAK Rogers City 960 12:15 pm
WSJ St. Johns 1580 6:15 am 12:15 pm
WMLM St. Louis 1540 6:05 am 12:20 pm
WSGW Saginaw 790 5:55 am 12:20 pm
WMIC Sandusky 660 6:15 am 12:45 pm
WCSY South Haven 940 12:15 pm
WKJC Tawas City 104.7 12:45 pm
WLKM Three Rivers 1510/959 6:15am 12:15 pm
WTCM Traverse City 580 5:55 am 11:20 am

* Station signs on at different times during the year. Morning farm times change

** Station airs various farm reports between 5:30 and 6:00 am.
*+* Station airs various farm reports between 12:00 and 1:00 p.m.

Some stations carry additional market reports throughout the market day.
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1988 FIELDBOSS farm trac-
tor with all equipment. Less
than 500 hours. All attach-
ments, $10,000. Call
1-313-793-4760.

GRAVITY BOXES and gears,
14’ stalk shredders, 40" and
50" elevators, spreaders,
chisle plows and disks. Call
after 1pm, 1-517-773-5374.
Dan Reid.

NEW AND USED irrigation
and manure spreading equip-
ment. Pumps, travelers,
agitators, PVC and aluminum
pipe. Call for listing. We
deliver!
Plummer Supply, Inc.
1-800-632-7731.

INTERNATIONAL Harvester
grain drill. Krause 5200 grain
drill. Glencoe disk chisel.
John Deere 18 disk. Call
1-313-587-3340.

J.D. 450 DOZER $7000. J.D.
2640 tractor and loader,
$10,900. J.D. 544A loader,
new tires, $14,900. Case
W.14 loader, new motor,
$12,000. Georgia John
Farms 313-629-9376.

FROZEN TART CHERRIES:
4i's, $3.50. 25#'s, $18.00.
Dryed cherries, maple syrup,
honey. Yoker Farms
Traverse City area. Call
1-616-943-4003.

SCOTCH PINE Christmas
trees. Freshly cut, painted,
baled and loaded on your
vehicle for only $5 per tree.
Contact Richard Bradle
Tree Farms, 5360 Sout
Dickerson Road, Lake City,
MI 49651,

Call 1-616-825-2895.

FREE CATALOG: Whole-
sale Veterinary Supplies.
Vaccines, wormers, supple-
ments, medications, insecti-
cides, disinfectants, syringes,
needles, buckets, pails,
mastitis reatments, implants,
pour ons, eartags, rainwear,
goves. Much more! K.V. Vet
:épply. x 245, David City,
NE 68632, 1-402-367-6047.

LOW END MILKING holstein
and shorthom cows and heif-
ers. Vet checked for breeding
natural and Al beef/dairy.
Good beef starters. Priced
right. Call 313-428-8247.

Buy 2 Issues of Michigan Farm News

Get the Third Issue

FREE!

Deadline for next issue is December 8, 1993

e
VISA

Call 1-800-968-3129 &2

to Place Your Classified Ad Today!

or use the coupon below and mail your classilied ad to

P.O. Box 6

Stanton, M| 48888

Michigan Farm News
Buy Line/Daily News

1. Farm Machinery

2. Livestock Equipment
3. Farm Commodities
4. Livestock

6. Agricultural Services
7. Auctions

8. Building Materials

9. Real Estate

Classified Ad Codes

11. Wanted to Buy

12. General

13. Ponies/Horses

14. Antiques/Collectibles

5. Help/Position Wanted 10. Seeds 15. Special Events
Name Phone ( ) -
Address
City State Zip

Classified Ad Code Requested

Check $
Visa Card Number

Number of Issues

Method of Payment

(payable to Michigan Farm News Classified)
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Classified Rates

$8 for up to 24 words
30 cents each additional word
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QUALITY ANGUS BREED-
ING STOCK Performance
tested, Bulls semen tested.
Free delivery. Also Border
Collie Stock s, Call "

BORDNER ANGUS FARMS
Sturgis, Ml 616-651-8353.

BIRD FERTILIZER
SERVICES. 1100 N Irving,
Greenville. Fertilizer, chemi-
cals, seed, lime, feed. Soil
testing, truck spreading and
custom spraying. Call
1-616-754-3684.

EXPERIENCED Michigan
agribusiness attorneys with
farm backgrounds. Know-
ledge and experience in all
farm mmstm{cmre. s!t:y
voltage, ruptcy, estate
Phomas 3, Budzynski, 40777
mas J. nski,
Groesbeck Hwy., Mt.
Clemens, MI 48036,
313-463-5253; WEST SIDE:
Robert A. Stariha, 40 W.
Sheridan, Fremont, MI
49412, 616-924-3760.

RECYCLE YOUR DIESEL air
filters. Rncz‘ch Now, Inc. a
Holland, Michigan based
company, committed to recyl-
ing diessl and industrial air
intake filters using the Sonic
Dry Clean method. No liquids

or detergents used. Hall the
cost of a new filterl Better than
anew filter! For more informa-
tion, call 1-616-396-7724 or
fax 1-616-396-8102.

174 ACRE FARM: Branch
County. Good soil, excellent
cow/call farm. Hi-Tensil fenc-
ing, 14 year old energy effi-
cient 4-bedroom, 2-bath
home. New a-calrecfaraga

w/openings. Insulated shop,
barn. $256,000.
1-517-639-4046.

28 ACRES in Irish Hills. Twin
Lake frontage, mostly
wooded. Several buildings, in
round pool. Asking
150,000. Hurry!
Faust Real Estate
517-263-8666

BUY FARM minimum 80
acres plus. Between Jackson
and Lansing. For working
couple. With or without house
or buildings. Call
517-782-3255.

FOR LEASE OR SALE: 600
sow farrow to feeder p
operation, north of Gran
ids. Good condition! 8
years old. Call
1-519-652-2244,

GRADE A DAIRY FARM:
190 acres in the thumb of
Michigan. Partly tiled, 2
st il sysiom: Tows
ine m stem.
g‘vp:r{ lease ongm{ blue silo.
Asking $187,000.
1-517-635-3413.

HOME REFINANCE Special-
ists, Cash 7 days. Bankrggtcy
OK. Call 1-800-223-9699.

— wind-driven

PONDMASTER

ICE-FREE AREAS

FOR LIVESTOCK
FISH & WATERFOWL

— -

FACTORY DIRECT - VISA/MC

or contact
your nearest PONDMASTER dealer

SIBLEY IND., INC.

ANDERSON, MO 64831

800-467-6065

Place your ad for 6
months, get phone
number or name inred.
Place your ad for 1
year, get phone number
- or name inred and also
save $1.00 per ad.

1-800-968-3129
for details_

Whicin i rm caddo 0 i o L WA A P S el

COD

Call

LAND: 35 acres. Tiled,
heavy land. Bridgeport Town-
ship near Frankenmuth.
Some buildings, $80,000.
Call 1-517-777-1610.

PRIME DEER & TURKEY
HUNTING: 37 acres, Clare
County, Harrison area.
$25,000.

Call 1-313-688-2899 or Wes
at 1-517-539-2183 for more
information.

VACANT LAND: 70 acres,
Monroe County, London
Township. To settle estate.
$85,000. Call
1-313-243-4332 or
1-313-587-3531

BUYERS OF STANDING
timber and veneer logs.
Devereaux Sawmill, Inc.

Pewamo, Call
1-517-593-2552.
INTERNATIONAL #9 and #7

silo fillers. Com binders, grain
binder. Rosensaw 40 com
huskers. Paypack Model L
gale C-40 silo filler. New Idea
#10, #12, #14, 617 A manure
spreader. 1-313-628-4147.

WANTED: Com, soy beans.
Top prices paid, fast! Don't
late, our expertise can
iminate price risk thro
sound marketing. Call Michi-
gan Experts, The Smith
rothers, 1-800-878-2767.

WANTED TO BUY: Used
tractors, any condition. Call
1-517-386-9796.

BE PREPARED with a

Gererac stand rator,
8-20kw. Bos:pri?eﬁmaomi
Brokers, Call

1-313-471-5397.

CEMETERY PLOTS: Two or
four spaces in The Old
Ru Cross Section at
Roseland Cemetery, Sagi-
naw. For more in ion,
call 1-517-770-4164.

COMPUTER SOFT WARE
by Harvest Computer
systems. Accounting pack-
ages, field management

s, and more. For
more information call David
Dankenbring, 517-543-1588.

DON’'T THROW THOSE
Alkaline batteries away!
Recharge them with the
Sl::{nr Charger. Get the
facts, order ;oun today,
Products Plus Inc.,
1-800-801-8355 (24 hours).

FOR SALE: Six cla
farrowing crates. Deluxe, wi
creeps. Used once! Famam
self-catch cattle head gate.
Call 1-517-773-7659.

INTRODUCTORY OFFER:
$60 per ton; animal bedding
bl e b o
T, not s
m" Mr:rgp absorbent-less
flies-less odor. 70# bales.
Cc Future
1-517-876-6051

30 x 40 1 10.

zisi =
1 12,965
::.-p.‘ :.- $19.978
BUILD IT YOURSELF AND SAVE MONEY
ool 9 easy boll up assembly

for the do It yoursell Bullder from Amarica’s iargest
distributor. We have over 5,000 standard sizes of shop, larm,
v i AR are

P with engi ped permil o mesl
1986 MBMA codes, 20 year rool warranty, and painted wails
Cail us lodsy for & free information package, and a quote on
our top quality bulidings or building COmMPonent parts.

MINI WAREHOUSE
SALE $11,2988
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OUTSIDE WooD
FURNACE: Eliminates fire
I, odor, inside mess.
Heats home, domestic water,
E)da. Bums 12 hours! Stain-
less steel construction, easy
installation. 1-800-743-5883.
Jamboree Acres Distribu-
tor, 46 Big Tree Road,
Jamastown, NY 14701.

PVC & PIERCE epoxy-fitti
inventory reduction, Wm trE
for aluminum tubing, waste
water or any other related
irmgation equipment.
Rain Control
1-800-536-7246

STRAW CHOPPERS: We
mb;.lﬂd andwbakmoo. Some
exchanges, We stock chol
EE&! a;‘té. ENG_INFE
our specialty.
Auto-Truck-Tractor-Antique-
Continental-Kohler-Onan-
Wisconsin engine dealer.

R koo oo
no! offers
the amazing Akaline Battery
R‘chargof. s"p.r Char-
Per, but now adds the exciting
ine of Amiga Computers,
Video Toaﬁsplgl m]woo, dmft-
sories, erals and soft-
wear. &vorod Village Mall
616-794-1846
1-800-801-8355.

HIGH QUALITY tillage wear
parjsatlmggoue%urcham
prices. AVE. Cal
800-292-2680 ext 2015.

ARE YOU GETTING a fair
deal from
gna su r? Let ;arrriws
quota your LP gas needs. Call
1-800-579-3637 in Caro or
517-882-2822 in Lansing.

AFFORDABLE DENTAL
INSU

RANCE is herel For just
a $5 co-pay visit, you'll have
routine exams, x-rays, clean-
ings and more covered at
100%! Call your local county
Farm Bureau office or
1-800-292-2680 for more
information.

GOING TO FLORIDA?
SAVE with theme park
discounts for .

World, Busch Gardens,
Universal Studios and more!
Call you local county Fam
Bureau office or
1-800-292-2680 today!

PREMIUM QUALITY roller
S e oy S vt

r you
tmnvgo' ever us:gy Call Group
Purchasing 800-292-2680,
ext 2015,

Why
Pay More?

Cut Your Prescription Costs

Enjoy substantial savings on over 5,000 of the most
popular name brand prescriptions, non-prescriptions,
vitamins, and medical supplies. Plus, save even
more when you order generic equivalents!

Heartland/Feld Drug has been serving Rural
Americans for over 30 years.

To get your EREE Discount Pharmacy Catalog

canronrree 1-800-228-3353

HEARTL AN D reeélorue
PRESCRIPTION SERVICE & MEDICAL SUPPLIES
5023 Grover Street * Omaha, Ne 68106

HEARTLANDFELD IS A MEMBER BENEFIT PROVIDER FOR FARM BUREAL MEMBERS

- Get Your Fall Tillage
Parts at

. . Group Purchasing

G P Rates!
roup A& urchasing
Freight Free & Overnight Delivery

See You ahe State Annual!
Call 1-800-292-2680, ext. 2015

PAIR BLACK RIDING mules,
16 H.H. Quiet on trails, will go
anywhere, traffic safe, drive
too. Seven year old Belgian
Gelding, 1900#. 14" wagon,
hydraulic brakes.
1-906-359-4826.

SPLIT HICKORY two horse
e Ohio Cantage Compary,

io Carri pany,
Columbus, 8?:?0. Buggy
manufacatured by Ovid
Carriage Company. Ovid,
Michigan in 1914. S boat
nose, $50. Call

1-616-965-4801.

UNIVERSITY OF Minnesota-
MN Ext. Service 11th Annual
Dairy Tour, February,
4-March 3, 1994. Au

New Zealand-Fiji Vacation,
Soodaiglluminn. marketing,
research, scenery, farm
stays. $4295. Mpls,
$4095 LA, U of M, 405 Co
Hall, St. Paul, MN 55108,
1-800-367-5363.

UTILITY
DRUM
MIXERS

(Formerly sold through Sears catalog.)

For all your farm needs

Buy direct 1-800-445-2699

GILSSN
MIXERS

1040 9th Ave. Grafton, W1 53024

Since
1911

Discussion Topic for
December -- Promoting
Farming as a Career

Ask most people what they think is
agriculture’s most important resource, and
they’ll probably answer that it’s water, soil,
equipment or capital, In fact, qualified, well-
trained young people are our farming
industry’s most important - and increasingly
coveted - resource.

Many people are worried that high capital
requirements for farming and difficulties ob-
taining credit prevent young persons with lit-
tle equity from entering farming. In response

| to these concerns, policymakers have created

programs offering direct assistance to begin-
ning farmers. The 1992 Agricultural Credit
Improvement Act provides for direct loans,
guarantee of commercial loans and interest
rate subsidies to beginnning farmers.

Even though it is a challenge for a young
person to enter farming, there are great oppor-
tunities in production agriculture. That’s
especially true now that MSU has begun
rebuilding and revitalizing the animal agricul-
ture facilities. This "Animal Agriculture In-
itiative" holds tremendous potential for boost-
ing economic activity across the spectrum of
our industry.

MSU aggressively recruits for their two-
year Ag Tech program and the four-year de-
gree programs in agriculture and natural
resources. "Some of the most plentiful job
opportunities are on dairy, livestock and crop
farms," said Cliff Jump, director of the Ag
Tech programs and coordinator of the ag busi-
ness program at MSU.

A majority of the young people in MSU’s
Ag Tech program come from farms, but MSU
tries hard to inform non-farm youth about the
job opportunities in production ag. "We love
to be able to recruit some non—farm people
who want to be in agriculture and go into
production agriculture jobs," Jump said. "The
swine industry is an example. We always get
more requests for people than we have to fill
those positions. And interestingly, 90 percent
of our two-year graduates stay in Michigan
and two-thirds go back to their communities."

Precise figures for Michigan are not avail-
able, but USDA said that about 3,650 job
openings for agricultural production
specialisis are expected across the country
through 1995. Two-thirds of those positions
will be farm managers and forest land resour-
ces managers.

The size and complexity of many com-
mercial farms in the future will make it in-
creasingly necessary to hire people who have
college degrees instead of just high school

diplomas, according to USDA. More college-
educated farm managers will be hired in com-
mercial plant and animal operations as each
become more economically integrated. There
will be excellent production management op-
portunities in commercial horticulture and
turf operations.

In larger farm operations, highly special-
ized production managers will become more

common. Others will focus exclusively on

marketing functions or financial manage-
ment, and some may specialize in mechanical
systems operations. In some cases, the in-
creased specialization will require managers
with advanced degrees in highly specific
areas of expertise.

What can farmers do to promote produc-

| tion ag as a career?

"They can be active in their organizations
and tell others that there are career oppor-

| tunities, that agriculture is still a dynamic

industry and that it has a future," according to
Jump. "Farmers can help>themselves by
promoting agriculture as a good way of life."

Although there may not be as many op-
portunities as there were 30 years ago for
young people to get into farming on their own,
production agriculture and the rural way of
life still hold a powerful appeal. In your inter-
actions with non-farmers, be sure and point
out that Michigan agriculture plans to grow in
the future and needs the talents of our young
people to make that happen.

Discussion Questions:

1. Is it important to encourage young
people to examine production farming
or ag—related careers? Yes/No Why?

2. Whatis the biggest obstacle to young
people in choosing a career in produc-

| tion farming or an ag-related field

today?

3. On the other hand, what are some of
the positive, fulfilling aspects of produc-
tion farming and ag-related careers
that should be promoted to young
people considering their futures?

4. What can be done in your local com-

| munities and schools to increase
| student’s awareness of opportunities in

the agricultural field?

MFB Family Trade Show Focus on MFB Services

R LR
B conimuing e

Members attending the MFB annual
meeting will be able to learn more about
their member service programs during the
1993 MFB Family Trade Show on Mon.,
Nov. 29, from 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on
Tues., Nov. 30, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. MFB
member service programs on exhibit will in-
clude:

- Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Michigan &
Blue Care Network (individual and
small group plans)

- Farm Bureau Insurance

- AMEX Life Assurance Company
(nursing home and extended care)

- Dentemax (individual dental insurance)
- FELD Drug

- Farm Bureau VISA and Trip Routing
- Farm Bureau Travel

- Sav-On-Cars

- Dodge Truck

- MFB Group Purchasing

- HI-Grade Nut & Bolt

- MACMA Direct Marketing

- Community Activities Department

- Promotion and Education Department
- Young Farmer Department
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'We had made detailed drawings - 1 don’t
know why - but | had gone up into the loft,
taken dimensions of beams, noting their
Iuculiun and distance between them and so
on," Saunders said. "Those drawings were

given to Mike at the time he was \\()Tl\lT‘I“
on the barn and this has enabled him to
duplicate the original barn as much as pos-
sible."”

According to Saunders, once the new barn
is completed, it may have a few additional
windows and doors, but basically it will be
the same barn as the one that went down in
1988.

'l think Mike was personally devastated
when the original barn fell over and felt
somewhat responsible," Saunders com-
mented. "Mike made a commitment and he
just made up his mind that he was going to
replace the barn one way or another."

Five years later, Stitt made good on his
promise to Saunders by contacting Tillers
International in April of 1993 to garner their
assistance in putting together a work crew
that could help in the actual reconstruction

At right, Mike Stitt, owner of M. Stitt Barn
Restoration of Hesperia, lines up a peg,
as workers prepare another bent for
raising into position.

of the barn, according to Dick Roosenberg,
executive director of Tillers International.

"Tillers is a non-profit organization that’s
committed to researching our own rural
history and finding various techniques that
are low cost and yet productive that might
be adaptable to international agriculture,"
explained Roosenberg. "What we do is try
to draw on our great grandfather’s skills and
make those available to young men in other
parts of the world who don’t necessarily
have access to new technology.”

Roosenberg said the offer by Stitt to make
the barn raising an educational opportunity
was something that appealed to Tillers and,
in no time at all, three workshops had been
scheduled to design the barn, do the actual
lavout and marking of the beams, and final-
ly, the actual barn raising on Oct. 30 at the
Saunders farm.

"This seemed to be a good opportunity to
work with a lot of craftsmen and draw some

BUiIding Barns the Way They Used tO (continued from page 1)

of the people together that enjoyed wood-
working skills and are involved in Tillers,"
Roosenberg said. "Our principle role was in

Ian'nme:

 You mayfndbeﬁarwayswnﬂwm >
butvou Wﬁﬁ\da mw’@m&

Why not the
hest insurance
for your farm?

When you work hard to run a quality farm
operation, don't cut corners where it really
counts — on your insurance.

Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company of
Michigan introduced the first Farmowners
policy in the nation in 1960. We were the first
and we'e still the best.

We offer customized protection, fast claims
service, and people who know the insurance
needs of Michigan farmers. With Farm
Bureau Mutual, you know youre getting top
quablypwaecuontranmungmblargest

pulling together the people and organizing
a workshop format for it."

On the day of the actua) barn raising,
Roosenberg said nearly 60 workers showed
up to help. By nightfall, all but the rafters
and roof had been completed. Several of the
workers planned on returning the following
weekend to complete the remainder of the
barn raising project.

"Rebuilding this barn was a monumenta
undertaking,” Saunders concluded. "The
bottom line, however, is that it will be super
when it’s done and we’ll utilize it."

Calendar of Events

Nov. 24 - Northern Mich. Livestock Assoc.
Feeder Sale, Gaylord, 2:30 p.m..

Nov. 26 - All-Breed Calf Sale, Lake Oassa
Lwesmck Auction, 1 p.m.

Nov. 26 — ukeodmwmm
Odessahveslockhucuon,ﬁp.m. '

'ilq:.z Stm Volta ngmn».c:mrou
Inn, Plainwell, 10&:1?tol.30m3&1‘ry

County CES, (616) 948-4862

Dec. 3-4 - West Michig
& Market Sale, Lake O

Dec. 3 - Mrc!ugan Livestock Exchange
Feeder Sale, St. Louis, 1 pm.

Dec. 4 — Michigan Livestock Exc!:nnge
Feeder Sale, Battle Creek, 1 p.m.

Dec. 8 — Northern Mich. Livestock AM
Feeder Sale, Gaylord, 2:30 p.zh. :

Dec. 9 Dairy Nutrition Update - m
Community College, 10 am. to 3§.m.
Montcalm CES (517) 831, 5226

Dec. 11-12 - Michigan Winter Beef Show.
MSU Livestock Pavilion, East Lansing

Dec. 11 - Michigan Winter Potato & Fiela
Seed Conference, Michigan Cro‘g:I

ment Assoc. and Mtchtgan Foundation See(
Association annual meetings, Midland Val-
ley Plaza Inn, (517) 355-7438. .

Dec. 15-16 — Michigan Crop Management |
Conference - Holiday Inn - Lansing,

Dec. 16 — Owosso Livestock Sales Co.
Feeder Sale, Owosso, 3 p.m.

| Livestock Sﬁm

Jan. 8 — Michigan Cattlemen’s Convention,
MSU, East Lansing

Jan. 9-13 — AFBF 75th Anniversary Annual
Meeting Fi. Lauderdale, Fla.
Send or FAX information (include contact

name and phne number) three weeks in
advance to: Farm News, P.O,
‘Box 30960, Lans mm

FAX: (517)
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