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-As this issue of the Michigan
Farm News goes to press, 125

Michigan Farm Bureau
members are in Washington,
D.C. to discuss issues of con-
cern with their congressmen.
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FB Supports
Anti-Inflation
Proposals

President Carter's proposals
to control inflation, if followed
through by Congress, will
break the back of the inflation
psychology, according to John
Datt, secretary and administra-
tor of the American Farm
Bureau Federation.

Datt said that Carter's inten-
tion to reduce the nation's
1980 budget deficit and to
balance the budget in 1981
amounts to recognition that in-
flation is a serious problem and
calls to the attention of Con-
gress and all citizens that infla-
tion is at a critical stage. “If the
average citizen gets the
message that government is
willing to get its house in order
and live within its means, then
citizens will have a greater in-
centive to improve their fiscal
responsibility,” Datt said.

“Even though the admini-
stration intends to impose
some credit restraints,” the
AFBF official said, “the presi-
dent indicated that the special
needs of agriculture to produce
the necessary food and fiber
will be taken intp considera-
tion.” Datt said Farm Bureau
applauds the president's deci-
sion not to impose wage and
price controls.

“President Carter's revised
anti-inflation program, calling
for a balanced budget, in-
creased worker productivity
and increased savings for in-
vestments, should send a signal
to Congress and to all citizens
that fiscal responsibility at all
levels is the only way to aveid
an economic disaster,” he con-
cluded.

Farm Bureau policy,
adopted by voting delegates in
January, calls for constitutional
amendments, both to require
Congress to operate on a
balanced budget each year and
to restrict the spending authori-
ty of the federal government to
a realistic percentage of the
gross national product.

Farmers on Annual Mission to Washington

The group departed March 24
to participate in the 20th an-
nual Washington Legislative
Seminar and will return on
March 27.

Sixty-one of the Michigan

farmers were designated
“legislative leaders™ by county
and state Farm Bureaus and
charged with explaining their
organization's position on key
issues to legislators and govern-

ment officials in Washington.
Issues given top priority
included the embargo on grain
exports to the USSR, rewrite of
farm program legislation, the
National Agricultural Bargain-

ing Act, the federal Grain In-
spection Service, Farm Credit
Act amendments and govern-
ment spending.

* News briefings were held at
departure points.
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In last month’s President’s Column, en-
titted “It's Your Land They're Talking
About,” | addressed four specific concerns
regarding H.B. 5323 and H.B. 5324, the
agricultural districting bills, and en-
couraged support of P.A. 116.

This month, let’s look at other voluntary
efforts that farmers themselves, can initiate
within existing state laws to further the goal
of preservation of farmland, in addition to
P.A. 116.

Farmers have available two very impor-
tant tools to protect the local farmland
base. These tools are the local zoning or-
dinance and local subdivision regulations.

As farmers are often the largest
landholders in the community, farmer
participation in local planning and
zoning programs can be a very impor-
tant means for insuring the agricultural
land base is protected from unneces-
sary and incompatible development.
Well constructed and locally admini-
stered zoning ordinances that
effectively protect farmland would
eliminate the impetus for the legisla-
tive, state-directed attempts to control
land use. More importantly, farmer

From the Desk of the President

More on Preserving Farmland

livelihood would be protected not only
for our generation, but future genera-
tions as well.

Michigan’s zoning enabling acts author-
ize, but do not require, communities to:

“. . .provide by zoning ordinance for the
regulation of land development and the
establishment of districts in the portions of
the township outside the limits of cities and
villages which regulate the use of land and
structures; to meet the needs of the
state’s citizens for food, fiber, energy
and other natural resources, places of
residence, recreation, industry, trade, ser-
vice and other uses of land; to insure that
use of the land shall be situated in ap-
propriate locations and relationships;.
and to promote public health, safety and
welfare.” (Section 1 of the Township Rural
Zoning Enabling Act, P.A. 184 of 1943, as
amended.)

This authority is widely used in Michigan
communities to create agricultural zones.
These districts can be locally estab-
lished as restrictive as local units of
government feel is necessary to
achieve protection of the agricultural
land base.

In some communities, so-called agricul-
tural zones are nothing more than catchalls
where agricultural uses are listed as per-
mitted and encouraged land uses, but
many other imcompatible land uses are
also allowed.

In other communities, where farmland
preservation has been identified as the ma-
jor land use issue, the exclusive agricultural
zoning is the preferred alternative. Ex-
clusive agricultural districts protect
farmland by permitting only farm, and
farm-related uses of land within the

agricultural zone.

Local subdivision regulations can also
help insure that when farmland is divided,
it is not divided into uneconomical sizes
and shapes. For example, a simple
minimum lot width-to-depth ratio of 1 to 3
eliminates creating those long, narrow lots,
often extending to the half section line,
thereby preserving a viable agricultural unit
in the land behind the new lot.

In 1976, Michigan Farm Bureau, in
cooperation with the Division of Land Re-
source Programs, Department of Natural
Resources, the Cooperative Extension
Service, and the Center for Rural Man-
power and Public Affairs at Michigan State
University, prepared a guidebook to assist
local communities with agricultural zoning.

Entitled “The Use of Zoning to Retain
Essential Agricultural Lands,” this report
explains how local zoning can be used to
protect farmland. As a local control
which a farmer has direct local input
into, it represents a powerful tool for
insuring farmland preservation and
protecting your landowner interests.

This report is available to you at no
charge through Michigan Farm Bureau’s
Public Affairs Division. Study it carefully
and share it with other concerned citizens
of your community.

It seems that although farmers have the
greatest stake in preserving farmland, there
are few willing to be involved in the pro-
cess of protecting it. If we are to achieve
our goal of preservation of farmland, this
reticence must be overcome. If local plan-
ning and zoning programs are going on in
your community, be a part of them — a
knowledgeable, strong, vital part.

Elton R. Smith

Bits and Pieces

Remember TINSTAAFL?
That's the lesson in economics
that Earl Butz preached while
he was U.S. Secretary of Agri-
culture. TINSTAAFL stands for
“There is no such thing as a
free lunch™ and simply, that's
the ultimate economic truth, a
truth so many people today
refuse to accept.

Dr. Butz is still spreading that
same message. The fiery
spokesman for American agri-

culture, strong proponent of
the work ethic and equally
strong opponent of govern-
ment intervention in private
business, was back in Lansing
recently as guest speaker at the
PCA annual meeting, His mes-
sage is still the same, even his
jokes are the same, and
Michigan farmers still love him.
Their standing ovation told him
he remains their hero and that
they believe in the message he

(ISSN 0028-2161)

The Michigan FARM NEWS is published
monthly, on the lirst day, by the Michigan
Farm Bureau Information Division. Publica
tion and Editorial offices at 7373 West
Saginaw Highway, Lansing, Michigan 48908
Post Olfice Box 30960. Telephone, Lansing
(517) 323-7T000, Extension 508. Subscription
price, B0 cenis per year. Publication No
345040

Established January 13, 1923 Second-
class postage paid at Lansing, Ml and al ag-
ditlonal mailing olfices.

EDITORIAL: Donna Wilber, Editor. Marcia
Ditchie, Connie Lawson, Associate Editors

OFFICERS: Michigan Farm Bureau
Prasident, Ellon R Smith, Caledonia, R-t
Vice President, Jack Laune, Cass City, Ad
ministrative Director, Robert Braden, Lans
Ing. Treasurer and Chig! Financial Otticer,
Max D. Dean: Secratary, William S Wilkin
SON

MICHIGAN FARM NEWS

DIRECTORS: District 1, Asthur Balley
Schoolcratt, Distric! ‘2, Lowell Eisenmann,
Blissheld, R-1, District 3, James Sayre
Belleville, District 4, Elion A Smith,
Caledonia; District 5, William Spike, Owosso,
District 6, Jack Laure, Cass City, District 7
Rober! Rider, Hart; District 8, Larry DeVuyst,
Ithaca. District 9, Donald Nugent. Frankiort;
District 10, Richard Wietand, Ellsworth
District 11, Herman Robere, Fayette

DIRECTORS AT LARGE: Walter Frahm,
Frankenmuth, Michael Priggeon, Mon-
Igomery, Robert Rother, Fremaont

WOMEN OF FARM BUREAU: Vivian
Loft, Mason

FARM BUREAU YOUNG FARMERS:
L.C Scramiin, Holly
POSTMASTER' In using totm 3579, mail 1o
Mictugan Farm News, 7373 Wes! Saginaw
Highway, Lansing, Micfigan 48909

continues to share.

He was a favorite with news
people as well. We called him a
“quotable notable” because he
never failed to come out swing-
ing. ... and that makes for good

copy.

Speaking of news people,
we were in Cass County re-
cently to honor Harold Sparks,
long-time farm director for
WLKM, Three Rivers, for being
selected as one of Michigan
Farm Bureau's “Agricultural
Communicators of the Year”
for 1979. “Sparky,” as he's
known to many farmers
throughout the state, has been
seriously ill and we've been
waiting until he felt well enough
to accept his award.

His entire family and several
friends from the county Farm
Bureaus in that area were on
hand to help honor Sparky.
There were 57 of us and,
although he's still physically
weak, Sparky stood up and in-
troduced all 57! What an amaz-

ing feat! Have you ever started
to introduce a close friend.
someone whose name you
know as well as your own, and
completely “blanked out”? No
way would | ever attempt to in-
troduce a room full of people
— but | sure do admire some-
one who can.

Remembering people's
names is just one quality that
has endeared Sparky to the ag-
ricultural community, He's
most respected by his fellow
farmers for his dedication to
telling the factual story of agri-
culture. If you'd like to add
your congratulations to
Sparky, his address is Route 4,
Cassopolis, Ml 4903l

And, speaking of admir-
ing. . .I've got a couple bou-
quets to pass out. One goes to
Bill Kissane, husband of our
Outstanding Young Farm
Woman, who gallantly came to
the rescue when Judy came
down with the flu-and couldn’t
write her ‘regular column. Be

DONNA

sure to read it and take his ad-
vice. So often we take people
for granted and neglect to say
thanks. Thanks for reminding
us, Bill, and thanks, too for
pitch-hitting so eloquently for
Judy.

Also deserving of bouquets
are all the young farm women,
like Judy and so many others
I've seen lately, who aren't
waiting “until the kids get
older” to get actively involved
in Farm Bureau. [ used that ex-
cuse for a number of years and,
consequently, postponed my
own personal growth. Their

(Continued on page 17)



APRIL, 1980

FARM NEWS

PAGE 3

Spring Commodity Advisory Conference

Farmers Look to Cha]lenges

From “corn-power” to local
roads to world trade, Farm
Bureau members participating
in the organization’s annual
Commodity Advisory Con-
ference took a forward look at
the challenges facing farmers in
the 80s. Held in Lansing’s
Harley House on March 12-13,
the conference agenda focused
on what Michigan Farm
Bureau President Elton R.
Smith, in his welcome, called
“challenges and opportunities
during a new era for agriculture
and for Farm Bureau.”

Dr. Stanley Thompson,
assistant professor, Depart-
ment of  Agricultural
Economics, Michigan State
University, told conference
participants that agriculture is
transportation’s biggest
customer. By the year 2000,
Dr. Thompson said, there will
be a 50 percent increase in the

amount of Michigan grain
needing transportation.
Therefore, rural roads and

bridges will be a problem
farmers must address in the
current decade, Thompson
said, and face a choice of
“smaller farms or better roads.”

Since smaller farms is not a
likely alternative in modern
agriculture, Thompson
predicted that Michigan
farmers will be faced with some
tough decisions regarding the
financing of an adequate
transportation system. In 20
years, he warned, 50,000
miles of Michigan roads will be
considered inadequate and 75
percent of those miles will be in
the county roads system.
Three-quarters of Michigan’s
inadequate bridges are also
within the rural roads system,
he said.

While modern agriculture’s
needs for good roads and
bridges have increased, there
has been a decrease in expen-
ditures for capital and
maintenance of the rural road

-

system, Thompson explained.
Alternative solutions to the
problem, he said, might in-
clude abandoning some roads,
reducing minimum standards,
or returning some rural roads
to the state and / or federal
system.

CORN POWER:

AMERICAN ANSWER

Conference participants
showed keen interest in the
topic of “Alcohol Fuels—In-
dustry and State Perspectives,”
discussed by Andrew McHaf-
fie, regional manager of
alcohol sales for Archer Daniels
Midland Corn Sweetners, and
State Senator Richard Allen of
Ithaca.

McHaffie called the produc-
tion of gasohol, “Corn
Power—an American Answer”
to dependence on foreign oil.
Archer Daniels Midland is the
largest producer of fuel-grain
alcohol, McHaffie said, and
reported that demand is con-
tinually growing with very
positive consumer response.

In response to questions
regarding the economic
feasibility of on-farm stills,
McHaffie strongly advised:
“Look before you leap” and get
expert assistance before mak-
ing large investments.

Senator Allen reported that
this will be one of the areas
researched during experimen-
tal production at Michigan
State University. It is hoped
that a small-scale production
system, such as would be used
on farms, will be completed by
this summer. Other areas of
research, Allen reported, will
include fermentation and
distillation processes, use of
by -products, and use efficien-
cy at less than 200 proof.

The senator urged farmers to
write to their legislators asking
their support of the gasohol tax
exemption bill which would
take 5¢ off the gas tax for
qasohol (see Capitol Report).

AN

Members of each of MFB's eight commodity advisory
committees met during a morning session at the Spring
Commodity Conference to discuss issues and problems
relating to each of specific agriculture commodities.

IMPACT OF SOVIET
GRAIN EMBARGO

The impact of the grain em-
bargo on the Soviet Union prob-
ably will not be as severe as
the administration had hoped,
according to two speakers at
the conference. Dr. Ron Cot-
terill, assistant professor of
agricultural economics at
Michigan State University,
stated that the long run effects
of the embargo will have a
more severe impact on U.S.
farmers than the Soviet Union
because they will buy the grain
they need from other coun-
tries.

AFBF Assistant Director of
National Affairs Glenn Tussey
expressed the same opinion.
“It is hard to appraise the im-
pact of the embargo. A lot
depends on what kind of
reserves the Russians are sitting
on and what kind of crop they
will have next year. The impact
is not going to be as severe on
the Soviets as some people
would like. [ think the first thing
they'll do is cut back on poultry
production and then they may
cut back on pork production
and then finally, if they have
to, they'll cut back more on
their livestock numbers. It is yet
to be seen as to how much of
an effect the embargo will have
on the Soviet Union. It will
probably have a much greater
effect on us from our marketing
standpoint,” said Tussey.
AGRICULTURAL TRADE

ACT OF 1978
Addressing the Agricultural

Trade Act of 1978, Tussey
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of the ‘80s

GLENN TUSSEY

reviewed some of the main
provisions of the act and the

administration’s
them.

The act called for the
establishment of between 6 and
25 U.S. trade offices around
the world. Six offices have
been established and the trade
office in Korea has now
become a billion-dollar market
for American agricultural pro-
ducts. Tussey said that the
Foreign Trade Service will be
opening an additional office in
Poland in May of this year.

Another provision of the act
specified the upgrading of the
agricultural attache service and
changing the title to agricultural

response to

counselors in certain countries.
This has been done in 11 coun-
tries, Tussey reported.

Tussey also discussed CCC
credit saying that, even ac-
cording »to USDA Secretary
Bergland, it makes money for
the government; it is good
business for Americans,
American farmers and foreign
buyers. “We would like to see
some emphasis in that area. It's
a good way to stimulate ex-
ports and we would hope that
as we go down the road that
the administration will find
ways to more fully implement
the CCC provisions of the
Agricultural Trade Act of
1978," stated Tussey.

Petition to Restrict Pesticide Application

Isn’t It Strange?

One of the major challenges
farmers will face in the new
decade, according to Al Almy,
director of public affairs for
Michigan Farm Bureau, will be
the increasing emphasis that
regulatory and legislative pro-
posals affecting commodities
receive.

Almy gave one example of
that emphasis to participants of
the MFB Spring Commodity
Conference. The Environmen-

tal Protection Agency recently

published a proposal for public
comment at the request of 73
persons signing a petition
under the auspices of “Friends
of the Earth” to restrict applica-
tions of pesticides on agricul-
tural crops.

The proposal, Almy ex-
plained, would require manda-
tory approval of adjoining land-
owners, as well as occupants of
non-farmland adjacent to the
spray treated area, before pest-
icides could be applied. Using a
40-acre field as an example, if
just one adjacent property
owner refused to approve the

application of pesticides to the
field, the farmer would be re-
quired to maintain a 250-foot
“buffer strip’”” inside the
perimeter of the field, if using a
ground sprayer, or a 1000-foot
buffer strip if using aerial appli-
cation or fine droplet misting.

This would simply mean,
Almy said, that 7.6 acres of the
40-acre field could not be
sprayed by ground or 30.3
acres could not be sprayed by
air.

“The issues involved with
this ridiculous, but real, pro-
posal are: Isn't it strange that
the federal government goes to
the expense of printing such a
proposal on the basis of only
73 persons signing a petition?”
he asked.

“At a time when there is
growing concern about the loss
of farmland, isn’t it strange that
proposals are being advanced
to remove more land from pro-
tection?

“Isn’t it strange that the EPA,
which successfully insisted on

legislation requiring applicators

of restricted pesticides to be
certified, now completely ig-
nores the public protection pro-
vided by the certification pro-
gram?

“Isn’t it strange that a
person's ability to use pesticides
should be contingent upon his
relationship with his neighbors?

“And, finally, isn’t it strange
that agriculture is being singled
out while non-agricultural ap-
plicators, who utilize 45 per-
cent of total pesticides, are not
included?” Almy asked.

“The bottom line of this ex-
ample is that your involvement
in politics and the clout of your
Farm Bureau organization in
dealing with political issues is
going to be a major factor in
how such issues are decided in
the coming months,” Almy told
the conference participants.
Because of the role “political
muscle” will play in regulatory
and legislative issues, Almy
urged support and involvement
in Farm Bureau's AgriPac pro-

gram.
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Enthusiasm Abounds at Young Farmer Conference

Nearly 200 young farmers
from throughout the state at-
tended the Young Farmer
Leader's Conference in
Midland March 5-7. Sponsored
by the Michigan Farm Bureau
Young Farmer Committee, the
conference was designed to ac-
quaint the young leaders with
Farm Bureau, its goals and ob-
jectives and give impetus to
their becoming involved, par-
ticipating members of the
organization.

Seven different leadership
classes were held during the
three-day conference and in-
cluded For Women Only, Time
Management, Your Legal
Obligations and Rights, Tax
Breaks and Practical First Aid.

Ken Cheatham, director of
local governmental affairs for
the American Farm Bureau
Federation, conducted three
classes on “You Can Surpass
Yourself,” stressing that once
unrealistic fears, such as fear of
failure and criticism, are over-
come, there is no limit to what
can be accomplished.

The most controversial
speaker at the conference was
Esther Shapiro, consumer af-

fairs specialist for the city of

Detroit. Shapiro told the young
farmers that it is the respon-
sibility of farmers to produce
food and to get the most they
can for their products and, at
the same time, it is the respon-
sibility, obligation and right of
consumers to buy food for the
cheapest price they can. It is
because of these two factors,
according to her, that there is a
built-in conflict between pro-
ducers and consumers.

Shapiro also said
farmers and consumers cannot
be , antagonistic toward each
other and that farmers,
themselves, must get out and
tell their story, as consumers
cannot do it for them.

The success of the con-

ference and the enthusiasm
generated from it was ex-

pressed by L. C. Scramlin,
chairman of the state Young
Farmer Committee. “The en-
thusiasm and interest in every
workshop was tremendous,
especially from such a young
group; the average age of the
participants was 23.5 years. A
lot of concerns were expressed
and the impression | received
from the participants was what

that"
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Donna Bode of Missaukee
County, representing District
9 on the state Young Farmer
Committee, participated in
the “For Women Only” class at
the leadership conference.
Young farm women discussed
the challenges and oppor-
tunities for women in their
farming operations and in

their Farm Bureau organization.

part they can play in Farm
Bureau; what they can do and
how.”

Committee Appointed to Review

County Relationship Agreement

A 12-member County Rela-
tionship Agreement Review
Committee has been appointed
by Michigan Farm Bureau
President Elton R. Smith for
the purpose of reviewing and
recommending any changes
deemed necessary in the
County Farm Bureau Relation-
ship Agreement.

The agreement lays out
some fundamental procedures
which county Farm Bureaus
have agreed among
themselves to follow and
defines, in a broad way, some
of the roles that Michigan Farm
Bureau will play in conjunction
with the county Farm Bureaus.

Mutually agreed items con-
tained in the agreement include
membership, finances,
organizational procedure of the
county Farm Bureau, the
Community Farm Bureau pro-
gram, the establishment,
maintenance and support of
other activities such as Informa-
tion, Marketing, Women and
Young Farmers that is both
practical and feasible in each
county, and an educational,
legislative and business pro-
gram conducted by Michigan
Farm Bureau that is agreeable
to the general membership of
Michigan Farm Bureau.

“The County Relationship
Agreement calls for the
periodic review by represen-
tatives of county Farm Bureaus
to assure that the document is
kept up-to-date and that it
meets current needs of county

A 12-member County Relationship Agreement Review
Committee has been appointed for the purpose of review-
ing and recommending any changes deemed necessary in
the County Farm Bureau Relationship Agreement. Shown
above at their first meeting in early March are John Laurie,
left, MFB Board of Directors representative, and commit-

tee Chairman Wayne Wood.

Farm Bureaus and the state
organization,” stated President
Smith in addressing the com-
mittee members at their first
meeting on March 10 at Farm
Bureau Center in Lansing.

Smith further added, “It has
been some time since this was
last done; the most recent
changes were made in 1975,
and it is evident that a complete
review must now be con-
ducted.”

Committee members are
District 1, Leslie Dowd; District
2, Robert Bush; District 3,
Luther Schaible; District 4,
Leonard Troost; District 5,
Albert Cook; District 6, Wayne
Wood; District 7, Gary Car-
michael;” District 8, Kenneth
Davis; District 9, Gary

Lathwell; District 10, Dean_

Veliquette; and District 11,
Harry Meintz. Jack Laurie will
represent the Michigan Farm
Bureau Board of Directors on
the committee and Wayne
Wood will serve as committee
chairman.

In addition to its March 10
meeting, the committee will
meet for another two-day ses-
sion before taking their recom-
mendations to the Michigan
Farm Bureau Board of Direc-
tors" April meeting.

Sometime after the board’s
April meeting and considera-
tion of the committee’s recom-
mendations, committee
members will be discussing the
revised agreement with each
county's leadership in their
districts for concurrence.

Following the legislative breakfast at the Young Farmer
Conference, Senator Richard Allen (left) discussed some
legislative issues with Greg and Kim Perkins of Montcalm

County.

Between

You
and Me

By Judy Kissane

1980 Michigan Farm Bureau
QOutstanding
Young Farm Woman
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The Grass Isn’t

Always Greener. . .

(Guest Column by
Bill Kissane)

“What are you kids doing
with the bread in the living
room again?’ ‘“Please stop
your-running and quiet down a
bit. Don’t you know your
mother is sick?”

Yes . . . things have been
turned around in our
household this past week.

Judy, the author of this col-
umn, has been in bed with the
flu. As the deadline for this arti-
cle draws near, she can hardly
hold her head up, let alone
hold a pen and do any writing.
So, I'm trying, as any good
husband should, to fill in for
her.

It has been quite an ex-
perience. We fellows out here
on the farm don’t really ap-
preciate how much our wives
do for us until they are laid up
for awhile.

We've gone through a lot of
peanut butter and jelly this past
week. Of course, the kids are
always a big help . . . like when
[ was fixing school lunches and
our oldest daughter kept say-
ing, “Mommy does it this way!”

Clothes . . . where did they
all go? Judy mentioned some
time ago that the washing
machine seems to eat socks;
well, I didn't have that problem
because [ didn’t even try to do
the laundry. Right now, I'm
lucky to find any socks —
clean, dirty or otherwise — that
fit anyone. Trying to figure out
which set of clothes are for
which youngster is quite a
challenge. | thought I paid
more attention to my
youngsters, but just as | would
start to put a shirt on John,
Leilani would say, “That’s

Ryan’s shirt, Daddy.”

One job | did manage to
keep up with was washing the
dishes. It seems the dishwasher
also picked this week to break
down. Not wanting to risk giv-
ing the flu to the repair man
meant washing the dishes by
hand. If they were not done
regularly, after about two
days, with our family of nine,
the silverware drawer would be
empty.

This was also the week the
sows started farrowing. Trying
to keep one eye on the farrow-
ing house, one on the kids, and
making an effort to keep Judy
comfortable and making sure
she had her medicine on time,
really made me realize how
much it takes to keep a
household running.

It looks now like we will all
make it. None of the kids have
missed the school bus vet. |
think they all had their lunches.
Sometimes [ *might not
recognize one of them with
somebody else’s clothes on. So
far, 1 haven't lost any of the
youngsters, although | haven't
made the final bed-check yet
tonight.

We often talk about how a
wife contributes to the opera-
tion of the farm, but we
overlook all the work that goes
into running the house. Next
time supper isn't ready right on
time, give her a break. It's not
as easy as it seems. | know
from the experiences of this
past week. So, let's take the
time to say thanks to our wives
for all they do for us.

As the saying goes, “The
Good Lord willing and the
creek don't rise,” Judy will be
back with you next month,
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- Get America Back to Work, Says Butz

“ .. farmers haven’t quit

working. They still belive in an
honest dollar.”

-

EARL BUTZ

Dr. Earl Butz, former U.S.
Secretary of Agriculture, gave
his packed-house audience at
the Production Credit Associa-
tion annual meeting in
Lansing, March 11, a lesson in
economics: “There is no such
thing as a free lunch.” The pay-
ment Butz asked for the PCA
lunch was for the farmers and
agri-business leaders to share
the story of a productive
agriculture, demand
“something besides political
rhetoric on inflation,” get in-
volved in politics, and spread
the message that America must
get back to work.

Taking verbal swipes at the
administration, bureaucracies,
labor unions, and a former
USDA colleague along the
way, Butz's ultimate plea was
for greater productivity in
America.

Butz expressed concern of
the growth of the public sector
of our society and the decrease
in the private sector. “I don't
like that trend because it erodes
that area of society where you
find innovation, change, the
desire to make a little profit,
where you find the desire to
break out of the rut and try
something new. That's the
thing that's undergirded a
strong, powerful America,” he
said.

“Four summers ago, can-
didate Jimmy Carter said he
was going to streamline the
bureaucracy; he just failed to

AFBF Recommends Changes
In Farm Credit Act of 1971

The American Farm Bureau
Federation recently recom-
mended changes in the Farm
Credit Act of 1971 aimed at
improving the capability of the
farm credit system to provide a
stable supply of credit. to
farmers, ranchers and their
cooperatives.

In speaking for the federa-
tion before a House agriculture
subcommittee, C.R. Johnston,
president of the Missouri Farm
Bureau, urged members of the
subcommittee to revise a series
of proposed amendments to
the Farm Credit Act of 1971.

The proposed revisions
would explicitly exclude
authority for the incorporation
of a farm credit system in-
surance company and exclude
authority for banks for
cooperatives to serve as
monetary exchange agents, to
invest in foreign financial in-
stitutions or servicing opera-
tions and to directly finance

noncooperative equity in-
vestors.

Other recommended
changes in the proposed

amendments would eliminate
proposed authority for loss

sharing agreements and restrict
insurance sales authority to
credit life insurance.

Johnston said the changes
recommended by AFBF would
“eliminate the possibility of bor-
rower intimidation, un-
necessary duplication of private
insurance services and im-
proper utilization of farm credit
personnel.”

Johnston's testimony was
delivered before the Subcom-
mittee on Conservation and
Credit of the House Committee
on Agriculture.

AFBF Plans to Strengthen Meat
Board and Export Programs

The American Farm Bureau
Federation plans to expand its
efforts to strengthen the Na-
tional Live Stock and Meat
Board and U.S. Meat Export
Federation programs.

Cattle producers recently
voted against a national beef
research and information pro-
gram which, if passed, would
have assessed producers on
the value of cattle sold to sup-
port the program. Results of
the nationwide referendum in-
dicate that cattle producers

voted 65 percent against the
program. In Michigan, the
vote was tied, 920 Yes;
920 No.

Noting the defeat of the
“beeferendum,” American
Farm Bureau Federation Presi-
dent Robert Delano said, “Beef
producers have voiced their
opinion with respect to collec-
tion of research and promotion
funds for the industry through
the type of program voted
upon in February. This in-
creases the need for the cattle

industry to support the
research and domestic promo-
tion programs carried out by
the National Live Stock and
Meat Board and the export
promotion program carried
out by the U.S. Meat Export
Federation.”

Farm Bureau officials will call
a meeting of beef industry
organizations to consider
methods of working together to
strengthen existing research
and promotion programs, he
said.

consult the bureaucracy. In the
three years and two months he
has been president, he has ad-
ded over 100,000 new bodies
to the civilian payroll. They're
gaining on us,” Butz warned.
“When you put a body in
place, it finds something to do
and that something to do is to
mess around in your affairs . . .
tell you what herbicide you can
use or can't use, make you get
a dozen permits to build a new
milking parlor, make it so dif-
ficult to build a new feedlot that
you give up.”

At the very time when
agriculture is challenged to in-
crease food production,
bureaucracy is making it more
difficult to do so, the former
secretary said. Calling former
USDA colleague Carol
Foreman a “cheap food activist
who is spreading the word that
our food is not safe,” Butz said
agriculture will have to use
more—not less—science,
technology, chemistry, an-
tibiotics and growth regulators,
to get the job done.

Zeroing in on the demands
of labor unions, Butz said, “A
disease that is prevailing in
America today is how much
less can you work for more
wages. Until last year, when
you measure productivity of
non-farm labor in the United
States, we were at the bottom
of all industrial nations —
because we haven't been work-
ing; we've been sitting on our
fannies.

“One of the reasons we can

feed ourselves with 17 percent
of our take-home pay is
because farmers haven't quit
working. They still believe
there's nothing wrong with an
honest day's work for an
honest dollar; they believe
there’s nothing wrong with
calloused hands. 1 wish we
hadn't gotten away from this
work ethic in America, where
we try to curtail our production
while demanding a greater
chunk of the pie,” Butz said.

Recalling 1940 presidential
candidate Wendall Wilkie's
statement, “Only the strong
can be free, and only the pro-
ductive can be strong,” Butz
said America needs to get back
to work. “America needs that
message today as we face that
totalitarian threat from Godless
communism, bent still on world
domination. The only language
they understand is power and,
in our case, that means total
productive power,” he. con-
cluded.

In his message to PCA
stockholders, president
William D. Henquinet said the
association expects interest
rates to be high in the coming
year, but stressed, “we are a
dependable source of credit.
We are ‘agriculture’s banker’ in
the true sense of the word, and
we will provide the best possi-
ble service that we can at the
lowest possible cost to you, our
members.”

In other action, Carl Bahs of
Nashville, was re-elected to the
board of directors.

Inflation: A 20-Year Perspective

(Farm Cash Receipts and Personal Consumption
Expenditures in Billions of Dollars)"

Source; ULS, Department of Adnculiure: Bureaw of Labor Statisties
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Agriculture Day
is a time for some
serious awareness

Compare the rise in farmers cash receipts with
consumer expenditures for food. medical care.
housing and transportation over 20 vears and
two facts become obvious:

1) Agricultural productivity Is high.

2) Food is a better buy than items in other

Food., like freedom. is easy 10 1ake for granted
Right now we've plenty of food to rat: plenty (o sell
abroad to bolster our balance of (rade.

We once had plenty of oil. too

As productive farmland is turned into
development property. as public poliey unfair or

unfavorable to agriculture is enacted. as a “cheap
food™ policy discourages agricultural investment
and production. the hapf for our future is

America’s long-term public interest requires a
strong and productive farm secior. Agriculiune
Day, March 20, 1s a time for serious awareness

Production Credit Associations of Michigan
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CAPITOL
REPORT .

By
Robert E. Smith

Future Transportation

Needs Addressed

John Woodford, director of
the Michigan Department of
Transportation, spoke at a
meeting of the Highway Users
Association of which Farm
Bureau is a member, .on
highway needs in the near
future. He pointed out the
following:

*Michigan’s traffic death rate
is far below the U.S. average.
Deaths per 100 million miles in
Michigan is 2.6; the U.S.
average is 3.2. Much of this
safety record can be attributed
to Michidan's outstanding
highway system.

*Problems of the highways
are the same as they were 25
years ago Or one year ago.
Adequate funding is needed in
light of rapidly increasing con-
struction and repair costs and
the effect of inflation.

*Energy problems are
changing people's lives more
than anything has since the
First World War. For the first
time in Michigan, there is no in-
crease in the use of energy. In
order to save energy in the
future, many workers may be
on a four day week and car
pooling, vans and rapid transit
will be used by more and more
people.

*Transportation needs from
now until 1990 will depend on
federal funding. There are 23
different categories of such
funding.

sState gas and weight taxes,
even though they were recently
increased, will not meet the
needs. Revenue was $760
million in 1979 and is expected
to rise to $785.2 million in
1980 and then decrease to
$780 million in 1981. Thisis a
growth of only 3% compared
to 4-5% in previous years, and
because of inflation, even the
additional dollars do not meet
the increased costs caused by
inflation.

*Michigan is fortunate in
having its interstate system
nearly completed. The only
parts left to be completed are
I-69 and a part of 1-696.

#170 million gallons less gas
was used the first four months
of 1980 than in a similar period
the previous year. This means
a loss of 18 million dollars in
gas taxes for highways.

eDriving by motorists has
decreased 10% in the U.P.,
6%2% in the Upper Lower

!'rmh".'. 9% ‘i’?'&u.hm a

Michigan and 2.2% in Central

Michigan. However, driving in
the Detroit metropolitan area
has increased 1%.

*Contrary to what the public
believes, the Department of
Transportation is running a
tighter budget than ever before.
For example, 10 years ago
there were 5,200 employees
and now there are 4,600
employees, even though the
work load has increased due to
federal requirements, addi-
tional paperwork, and more
responsibilities being given to
the department.

*County Road Commissions
face even greater financial cuts
due to inflation, regulations,
and other problems. As time
goes on, highways will become
even more important with in-
creasing travel.

*Many highways and bridges
are in poor condition and
maintenance must be con-
tinued or else face complete
deterioration.

*Other states, however, are
in a worse situation than
Michigan. Pennsylvania, for
example, has stopped all con-
struction and Wisconsin has cut
construction and maintenance
of roads by 75% . If Michigan is
going to have industry, which
means employment and a
viable agriculture, there must
be adequate transportation as
Michigan depends on roads to
a greater degree than most
states.

*The boat ferries crossing
the lake costs $225 to make the
trip and the income averages
$47. The rest is subsidy.

*$30 billion will be needed
between now and 1990 in
order to maintain Michigan’s
road systems and build those
roads that are still needed.

*[n spite of the recent
gasoline and registration tax in-
crease, the revenue has not
kept up with inflation and the
decreasing driving by the
public. Even the increased
registration fees will not bring in
as much revenue as anticipated
because people are driving
lighter cars which get better gas
mileage.

*At the federal level, the
problems are very similar and
states depend, to a great
degree, on federal monies. For
example, 90% of the money
for building the interstate
system came from federal
sources. Federal money is also
used:-to- some -extent- for. state
and local roads.

Land Resource Inventory Bill
Slgned Into Law by Governor

With representatives of the leglllature MFB and the DNR present, Governor Milliken
directly signed into law the Land Resource Inventory Bill. The bill creates a 20-member ad-
visory committee and technical assistance from the DNR to completely inventory the land
resources of the state, including agriculture, silviculture, metallic and non-metallic mineral
deposits and hydrological features and wildlife areas.

Legislative Up-Date

Farm Bureau has supported
H.B. 5443 which amends the
Commercial Forest Tax Act to
return additional revenue to
local units of government. The
Commercial Forest Act was
first passed in 1925 to en-
courage expansion of the forest
industry by providing a proper-
ty tax break.

H.B. 5443 has passed the
House and is now in a Senate
committee. It increases the per
acre specific tax from 15¢ to
30¢ and increases the payment
from the Department of
Natural Resources to the local
government from 25¢ per acre
to 70¢. In addition, it provides
for a regular ten year adjust-
ment of those taxes based on
equalized evaluation increases.

At the time of cutting, the
forest owner is required to pay
10% of the stumpage value of
the timber to the local township
in which the land is located.
Under present law this money
goes to the state.

If the forest owner withdraws
the property from the program,
a penalty is charged to require
payment to the township of the
property tax times the number
of years the land has been
listed, up to a maximum of
seven years, plus a fee equal to
10% of the stumpage value. If
the property is in the program
for more than 20 years, a
withdrawal penalty is only the
10% stumpage fee.

If H.B. 5443 is finally
passed, it will mean con-
siderable increase in revenue to
local governments in those
counties where commercial
forests exist.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE -
Pseudorabies.

The House Agricultural
Committee has approved H.B.
4968 that provides for the con-
trolling of pseudorabies that is
becoming a serious disease in
swine in some areas in
Michigan. The disease is very
unusual in that it may cause
death within a swine herd, but

if transferred to other animals
such as cats, dogs, dairy, etc.,
it-means certain death.

It is not fully understood,
however, a major meeting was
recently held in Des Moines,
lowa with pork producers and
from that came the decision
that an all-out campaign must
be launched to control the
spread of the disease.

H.B. 4968 will require,
among other things, identifying
by ear tag or tatoo swine in-
cluding feeder pigs which were
sold or moved within the state.

_Swine six months of age that

are sold within the state will be
required to have a test which
proves that they have come for
a qualified negative herd or a
test which indicates that they
have been tested for
pseudorabies within thirty days

. of movement. Swine exhibited

at fairs or other shows must be
accompanied by similar proof.
Swine moved from a public
stockyard, auction sale yard,
livestock yard or
slaughterhouse must be only
for immediate slaughter.

The bill further provides that
swine imported into the state
must originate from a
pseudorabies qualified herd or
vaccinated herd as defined by
rules of the U.S.D.A. or from a
herd which has negative results
from an approved test within
30 days before entry into the
state.

Michigan's problem has
resulted from diseased animals
coming from other states where
the disease is more prevalent.
The Pork Producers Associa-
tion along with others have
supported the legislation
wholeheartedly.

UNIFORM COMMERCIAL
CODE

S.B. 782 has passed the
Senate and now is in a House
committee. This is a Farm
Bureau written and supported
bill and will solve a serious
problem for: farmers
money for crop production,

land owners renting to farmers
and lendors.

It amends the law to
eliminate the present require-
ment that an application for a
loan contain a legal description
of each property where a crop
is to be grown and also
eliminates the present require-
ment that the lendor (bank,
PCA, etc.) must file the loan
“on the property record.” This
has added a great deal of red
tape and unnecessary addi-
tional fees and costs and have
resulted in concerns on the part
of land owners that their pro-
perty record or abstract has had
a lean placed against it which is
not the case.

Passage of S.B. 782, in-
troduced by Senator Young,
will allow lendors and farmers
to return to the system used
before the Uniform Commer-
cial Code became effective.
The bill has been supported by
all those affected.

GASOHOL TAXES

A Senate committee has
favorably reported S.B. 480
which will cut the gasoline tax
for gasohol from 11¢ down to
6€C; but, more importantly, it
will define ethanol and
methanol and require a purity
of “greater than 99%."” Farm
Bureau strongly supports the
legislation.

It is a2 means to encourage
development of the production
of ethanol from agricultural
products to extend the gasoline
supply in the form of gasohol
and also to assure the public
that gasohol will meet a specific
standard. If a poor quality
alcohol is used, it would harm
the excellent image and sup-
port that the public presently
has with gasohol. The use of
this product is increasing as
more stations are added
throughout the state.

Farmers Petroleum
Cooperative, a Farm Bureau
affiliate, -introduced .gasohol to
Michigan over a year ago.
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AFBF President Delano

How Much Are We Willing To Take?

Farmers and ranchers
understand pain.

Agriculture brings its painful
moments — from a farmer’s
aching back caused by a
springtime flurry of fencing to
the mental anguish of attempts
to stretch deflated income to
cover inflated costs.

The physical pain can usual-
ly be eased. The mental pain
tends to linger.

The prospect of higher taxes
and much higher fuel bills to be
paid with only slightly higher
income is painful. But fertilizer
must be bought and machinery
repaired (or replaced) even as
fuel prices double and triple.

The greatest hurt of all
comes with the knowledge that
at the prospect of twenty per-
cent inflation, the value of
every dollar one has, or hopes
to gain, will be cut almost in
half EVERY TWO YEARS.

There is a very real question
about how much distortion the
market-price economy of a
country, even as flexible as the
United States, can sustain
without collapse. Bankruptcy is
a very real prospect.

Inflation has made a
mockery out of thrift as a vir-
tue. 5

As | write, average savings
have dipped to the lowest rate
since 1949 — to 3.4 percent —
in the last quarter of the year.
People are borrowing against
their homes, their silver — and
most of all — against their
futures.

Inflation has

Disappoints Farm

reduced
everyone’s standard of living.

Town or country, real income
(gains in income versus losses
from inflation), has eroded by
six percent in the past year
alone.

How much more can we
stand? How much of this
economic destruction are we
willing to take?

Inflation is not a mysterious
malady. Its cause is known
(deficit federal spending and
the creation of new money to
pay for it) — the cure is
available (sharply reduced
spending, control of the money
supply and of credit, and a
balanced budget).

Up until now, politicians
have had little evidence that
constituents are sufficiently
motivated to resist inflation’s
pleasant side: the good feeling
of more dollars to spend —
relatively high employment —
a brisk sale of property at
“good” prices and the apparent
gains made from operating on
borrowed money.

The question remains: are all
citizens “hurting” enough to be
willing to join farmers and
ranchers in facing what must be
done?

Can we stand together for
severe cuts in favored federal
programs, face the prospect of
no tax cuts and of continued
high interest rates in the short
run?

Economists at the Harris
Trust and Savings Bank of
Chicago, the first major bank to
boost the prime interest rate to
18 percent, says the time has
come for shock treatment.

Bureau

Such treatment has been
outlined by the American Farm
Bureau Federation Board of
Directors at a recent meeting in
Washington, D.C., where we
called on the president, the
leaders of both political parties
and all citizens to put politics
aside in an immediate affir-
mative anti-inflation action pro-
gram.

Basic to it is a review and
revision of the legislation
creating the fast-growing
“entitlement” programs which
control such things as Social
Security, unemployment com-
pensation and veteran’s
benefits. These benefits are in-
dexed to the cost of living and
keyed to escalate with inflation.
Entitlement programs are now
said to account for around 70
percent of the entire federal

budget.
Besides drastic cuts in federal
spending, we support tax

reforms to encourage savings
and investment to improve
productivity; large-scale paring
of government regulations and
a realistic national energy
policy to expand domestic pro-
duction.

How much financial pain are
we willing to take? Can we stop
inflation now, or must we wait
until the Susan B. Anthony
dollar has shrunk to the size of
a nickel?

| believe that most other
citizens will join the nation’s
farmers and ranchers in calling
a halt NOW to the debasement
of our country through debase-
ment of our currency.

Bergland Announces No Paid
Land Diversion Proram

Secretary of Agriculture Bob
Bergland has announced the
Department of Agriculture will
not institute a paid land diver-
sion program for 1980 crops of
wheat, corn and other feed
grains.

The decision was based on
prospects for continued growth
in world consumption. “Our
grain exports will be at record
levels this year and will con-
tinue to grow in the future,”
Bergland said.

“While U.S. producers en-
joved record large production
in 1979-80, world production
of grain actually declined. This
has boosted demand for U.S.
crops, Bergland said.
“According to our estimates,
we are expecting U.S. feed
grain exports to reach a record
68 million tons in this
marketing year and U.S. wheat
exports to total 36 million
tons—also a record amount.”

“Obviously, we cannot make
any precise estimates of what
1980 world feed grain produc-
tion will be, but we know world
grain demand will continue’ 10
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grow. As long as we have ade-
quate supplies, we can expect
our exports to continue to in-
crease. World grain stocks are
declining this year and prices
are higher than a year ago,”
Bergland said.

“The actions the administra-
tion took in January to suspend
shipments of agricultural pro-
ducts to the Soviet Union
above the 8 million tons allow-
ed under the U.S.-U.S.S.R.
Grains Supply Agreement,
have not fundamentally altered
the long-range supply-demand
picture for U.S. agriculture,”
he said.

“We made the commitment
and have taken steps to offset
the impacts on farm prices
associated with the suspension.
U.S. producers still have strong
domestic and world markets for
their farm output and prices are
near levels expected before the
suspension,” stated Bergland.

However, American Farm
Bureau leaders have expressed
“keen disappointment’” at
Bergland’s decision. AFBF
President’ Robert Delano' said

'l
1

that the decision will cost grain
farmers almost $1 billion in lost
income and further weaken the
market-price system.

The three-million member-
family organization had urged
that sufficient cropland be
removed from production
equivalent to the 17 million
metric tons of grain withheld
from sale to the Soviets.

Delano said that grain
planting will soon begin in parts
of the country and without a
paid diversion, new crop grain
will add to an already huge car-
ryover of corn and wheat.
“This will send grain prices into
a downward spiral in the latter
part of the year, and force
more grain into government
hands,” said Delano.

“We are keenly disappointed
that the administration has so
far failed to keep faith with
farmers, after'assuring us that
net farm income would not be
allowed to suffer because of an
embargo called for national
security purposed,” Delano
concluded i tect BL2AIL
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Senate Ag Committee Okays Land Diversion Pro-
posal: The Senate Agriculture Committee has approved
Farm Bureau-sought legislation to establish a paid land
diversion program. The committee-approved legislation
would provide a $500 million cap on program expenditures
instead of tonnage figures and a 1,000-acre diversion limit
per crop per farmer. The measure would also provide $1.25
per bushel for corn and $1.50 per bushel for wheat as a
minimum payment on land taken out of production.

The AFBF had told the administration and Congress that
sufficient cropland should be removed from production
equivalent to the embargoed 17 million metric tons of grain.

The Senate committee’s action followed passage of a
similar bill in the House Agriculture Subcommittee on
Livestock and Grains.

Mechanization Research: Secretary of Agriculture
Bob Bergland has announced the formation of a special task
force to advise the USDA on current and future mechaniza-
tion research. The task force is to recommend criteria and
procedures for objective evaluation of the economic, social,
environmental and labor displacement impacts of current
and future federally-funded agricultural mechanizahon
research projects.

The task force is to place special emphasis on mechaniza-
tion research that may result in large-scale displacement of
labor. Results of the group’s evaluation will be made
available to directors of agricultural experiment stations to
consider as they manage their research programs.

AFBF Testifies on Special Use Valuation of
Farmland: Farm Bureau gave its support to legislation
allowing the use of crop share or in-kind rentals in the
special use valuation formula of the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice Code. A section of the estate and gift tax reforms in the
Tax Reform Act of 1976 provided special use valuation of
agricultural land for estate tax purposes. But regulations
proposed by IRS limit the application of a previously pro-
posed method of valuing farm real estate.

Before the proposed regulations, the definition of gross
cash rentals permitted crop share rentals to be treated as
cash rentals, if no actual cash rentals existed. In some areas
of the country where farming is conducted under crop share
arrangements, this option to substitute crop share figures for
cash rent figures in the valuation formula is essential. The
proposed regulations no longer offer this option.

Target Price Incre.ues The House and Senate have
agreed to the conference report on H.R. 3398 which would
raise 1980 target prices for wheat and feed grains by seven
percent above the levels in effect for the 1978 and 1979
crops and would permit further increases for 1981, clearing
the measure for the President.

The bill sets the 1980 target price for wheat at $4.63 a
bushel compared with the $3.40 rate used during the past
two years. For corn, the 1980 target would be raised to
$2.35 a bushel compared with last year’s $2.20.

Emergency Agricultural Credit: The House has
passed H.R. 6291, amending the Emergency Agricultural
Credit Adjustment Act of 1978 and the Commodity Credit
Corporation Charter Act, extending an economic emergen-
cy credit program for farmers and liberalizing a program
;uhich provides credit for building crop storage facilities on
arms

Rep. Thomas Foley, D-Wash., chairman of the House
Agriculture Committee, said the bill “is urgently needed to
help assure adequate credit for many farmers who are being
squeezed by rising production costs, and to bring the ceiling
on farm storage facility loans into line with today's increased
building costs.”

The bill would extend an economic emergency loan pro-
gram, which had been scheduled to expire May 15, 1980,
until Sept. 30, 1981, with $2 billion in authority for
government-insured and guaranteed loans. For farm

storage facility loans, the bill authorizes raising the ceiling on
individual loans from the present $50,000 to $100,000, an
eight percent ceiling on interest rates in the program, and
repeal of an existing provision which limits loans to the
amount needed to finance storage for two years’ production
on any farm.
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Perfectionism and Efficiency

This Farmer’s Formula For Success

By Shelley Sorkin

Perfectionism is a trait most
often associated with such
fields as medicine and architec-
ture. But it also has a place in
farming. Walt Stafford of
Richland, Kalamazoo ‘County
Farm Bureau member, is a
walking fribute to farmland
perfection — his fields are vir-
tually weed-free, his yields are
better than average, and his
cattle operation is top notch.

Stafford has to be efficient
because he farms some 1200
acres of corn and wheat while
simultaneously managing a
totally-confined cattle opera-
tion that markets some
1000-head of crossbred cattle
yearly. “Efficiency is knowing
your priorities, that's the key,”
explains Stafford, who has the
help of his wife, two full-time
employees, a part-time
secretary, his retired father,
and his young son, in keeping
the farm running properly. In
addition to working with what
he terms “the best of help,"” his
two large operations have
forced him to implement a
management program that
complements his marketing
practices.

Concerned about quality
control in both his livestock and
cropping operations, Stafford's
management system is com-
prised of two components that
interact with one another to
balance his time and that of his
workers. The first is assigning
each member of his work team
a specific task. Second is focus-
ing his energies on his cropping
operation — the most stable of
his two enterprises — and mar-
keting his cattle according to
profit margin calculations.

Under this system, one
employee, brother-in-law Jim
Thompson, is primarily con-
cerned with machinery mainte-
nance and shares responsibility
for the crops with Stafford. The
other hired man, Russ Waters,
is in charge of the livestock,
and helps out in the field only
in the spring and when his job
as herd manager is completely
finished. Ever the perfectionist,
Stafford sees himself as the
man who does those jobs that
require the most patience and
perseverance — planting,

herbicide and fertilizer applica-
tion, harvesting, and buying
and selling corn and cattle. He
has also termed himself a
“flyer,” available to do any job
that requires two men such as
working the cattle, veterinary
work and even pushing silage
at the feedlot.

In the fall, he tries to have !

the stalk shredder and chisel
plow follow the combine as
closely as possible. This allows
maximum time for the residue
to decompose. With this fall
tillage system, erosion prob-
lems are reduced significantly.
All fertilizer is applied in the
spring except the lime, which
they hire someone to custom-
spread between the combine
and the chisel plow. “We need
to do this because the field is
too rough for spreading after
plowing, and it’s too late in the
spring,” he explains.

Before attempting any spring
work, Stafford will sit down
with his soil agronomist and
study the results of soil tests.
He feels it is best to have a pro-
fessional agronomist check his
fields yearly because ‘he is in
the process of trying to achieve
nutrient balance in his fields.
“As a perfectionist, | feel more

along with nitrogen applied
with a cold flow-equipped field
cultivator. He'll follow up with
the planter and starter fertilizer,
while simultaneously applying
Lasso plus atrazine for broad
spectrum weed control, and
Furadan for control of root
worm and corn borers. A se-
quential application of Banvel
is made to control velvetleaf.
Modified Minimum Tillage
It's easy to see that Walt Staf-
ford is a man on the lookout for
better ways to get the job done
more efficiently. One of the dis-
coveries he's made during this
search is that a modified mini-
mum tillage system not only
saves him fuel and labor, but
also leaves time for his cattle
operation. “Since we chisel
plow in the fall and then field
cultivate and plant in the
spring, we are only going over
the fields three times. With the
price of fuel and labor — and
loss of plant populations from
cultivation — minimum tillage
has really helped get our work
done quickly, efficiently and
correctly,” he notes. “And now
that we spray and plant in the
same operation, | don’t have to
worry about having weeds
emerging to compete with my

“A programmed approach
to farming has really
increased my efficiency.”

comfortable knowing my fields
are in the hands of a profes-
sional. When | can hire some-
one to do a job correctly, I will.
It's much easier to have some-
one haul cattle to market, or
come check my cattle feed than
it is to hire someone to harvest
when I need it or plant with the
precision | demand.”

With a cold confinement cat-
tle barn equipped with a pit that
holds 320,000 gallons of liquid
manure, part of Stafford’s ferti-
lization program includes injec-
ting liquid manure into some
200 acres of cropland during
the summer months. The
following spring he bulk-
spreads fertilizer in accordance
with soil test recommendations

Walt Stafford began as a city boy with a small 40-acre hobby farm
and 15 dairy cows. Today, he plants 1200 acres and manages a
totally-confined cattle operation that markets some 1000 head of

crossbred cattle yearly.

crop before the herbicide is ap-
plied.

To increase efficiency even
more, Walt designed and built
his own water wagon for haul-
ing into the field when planting.
The 1500 gallon wagon hooks
behind a tandem axle truck
with a portabox for fertilizer.
This provides water for mixing
the herbicide as well as the lux-
ury of having everything they
need right out in the field.
“With the supplies we've got on
the planter truck and wagon we
could plant 85 acres,” he
boasts.

“Efficiency is the key to both
my operations,” Stafford con-
cludes, “and while the cattle
operation is important, every-
thing relates back to the crop-
ping program. The better the
management, the better the
yields. And, the better the
vields, the more beef we can
produce per acre. That's what
farming is all about,
producing.”

“Whether or not to irrigate
was a very hard decision,” he
recalls. “But after reviewing my
records more times than | can
remember, | found that during
the ten years prior to 1977,
anytime | had a good corn crop
— not spectacular, but average
— | made money. | realized
that even when disregarding

- =

Stafford’s cold confinement cattle barn comes equipped with a pit
that holds 320,000 gallons of liquid manure. Part of his fertilization
program includes injecting this manure into some 200 acres of
cropland during the summer months.

the cattle operation, an
average corn vyield made
money. By analyzing my return
on investment per cost per
unit, | proved that I had to
guarantee an average corn
crop to come out ahead. Irriga-
tion guaranteed that yield. And
while it is hard to justify irri-
gation when rainfall is plentiful,
the bad years more than make
up for the good.”

And because he has guaran-
teed his corn productivity, he
knows he will have silage for
his cattle and flexibility in the
marketplace. “l have the op-
tion to contract sell some comn
before it is even planted, gam-
ble on the price of the grain |
didn’t sell, and even increase or
decrease the size of my cattle
operation according to the
price of grain,” Stafford ex-
plains.

No Soybeans

Of Walt Stafford’s 1200
acres, 900 are planted in corn,
200 in wheat, and 100 in
alfalfa. “Most people ask me
why | don’t have any acres
planted in soybeans,” he says,
“1 just tell them that I'm a firm
believer in not getting into too
many enterprises. When you
spread yourself too thin, you
begin to forgo proper manage-
ment.”

Thanks to a corn-wheat rota-
tion, the Stafford farm has
eliminated the problems
associated with harvesting two
crops at once. “It's much more
efficient to harvest wheat dur-
ing irrigation season and have
one man irrigate and another
run the combine, than to try to
juggle soybean and corn har-
vesting at the same time,” he
says. He prefers to shell high
moisture corn for cattle feed in
September, and dry corn for
cash in October.

Because Stafford places a
great deal of importance on his
cropping system, he spends
long hours in his office putting
together work schedules and
projection plans. “A program-
med approach to farming has
really helped increase my effi-
ciency,” he states, noting that
hé tilizes the Teélefar' corfipii-

ters at Michigan State to help
keep his books in tip-top shape
while simultaneously analyzing
the cost efficiency of his two
vast enterprises.

And while it may appear that
Stafford has taken the bulk of
the work load upon himself,
this is not necessarily the case.
“As my operation has grown, |
have delegated more and more
work to the hired help. Since
they are directly responsible for
a large part of my success, they -
have direct input into the way
things get done around the
farm,” claims Stafford who,
although considered a top
notch farmer by his Kalamazoo
County neighbors, is not a born
and bred farm boy.

4-H PROJECT

In fact, a quick glimpse into
Walt Stafford’s past reveals a
city boy with a small 40-acre
hobby farm and 15 dairy cows
acquired during a 4-H ‘project.
But even with such humble
beginnings, he knew he
wanted to be a farmer. So, he
set his goals in accordance with
a philosophy that is not only
relevant today, but is the cor-
nerstone of his success: look
ahead and make smart pur-
chases whether they be land,
equipment, livestock or
chemicals. “Too many people
see things short-term,” laments
Stafford. “More times than not
you have to spend $2 an acre
in the spring to net $10 in the
fall.”

In keeping with this belief, he
makes more than his share of
long-term investments. He
buys more cattle when he feels
the market will be hot, gambles
on the prices of grain, attends
marketing and hedging courses
at Michigan State University,
regularly recruits the help of a
soil agronomist and feed anal-
yst, puts out test plots, and
most recently, installed two
center pivot irrigation systems
that cover more than 610
acres. “While I'm a strong
believer in putting my ideas in-
to action, I don't jump into any-
thing too hastily,” he cautions,
citing the precautions he took
before installing his center pivot
irrigation system. RO
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In his address to Michigan
Milk Producers Association
members at the organization’s
64th annual meeting on March
15 in East Lansing, President
Glenn Lake listed the federal
government's efforts to dictate
American’s diets as one of the
challenges facing farmers dur-
ing the new decade.

Lake said that while farmers
do not disagree with all of the
suggestions outlined by
government, “Our real prob-
lem is that the dietary goals
which are being so totally ad-
vocated are in the process of
being mandated by ‘Big Broth-
er in his effort to increasingly
tell us how to live.

“One important issue which
can be clearly understood by
everyone here,” Lake said, “is
that USDA regulations now say
that ‘if a school offers fresh,
whole fluid milk to students, it
must offer lowfat and skim milk
to students.” But worse than
the regulation is that USDA no
longer requires that milk in any
form be a part of tlie school
lunch.

“It is my serious sugges-
tion that we in MMPA exert
every possible effort, partic-
ularly in this campaign year,
to get commitments from
those who are candidates
for the U.S. Congress that
they will work to reverse the
ridiculous regulations that
have been established by ad-
ministrative ruling, based on
a mere handful of opinions."

Lake asked members to sup-
port MMPA's Political Action
Committee (MMPAC) activities
as one way to further their
economic well-being.

“Farming agriculture is a ma-
jor stabilizing effort in
Michigan's economy,” he said.
“Dairy farming is the largest
farm enterprise we have and
yet we farmers are not nearly
as aggressive in working with
the legislative and regulatory
bodies of our state as we
should be. Let us resolve,
therefore, that we will no
longer accept second-class
positions.”

i '
palege nodes

- MMPA
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Limited Resources in Michigan —
Problems and Opportunities
For The 80s

“It is in tough economic
times such as we face today
that we especially appreciate
the role agriculture plays in
Michigan’s economy.”’

- Governor William Milliken

Memers View hallenges of the 80s

In reviewing the McDonald
Dairy Company acquisition,
Lake said its near-collapse
could have been the result of
members either asking too
much or too little of their
cooperative.

“Members may have asked
too little. It may be too few
questions were asked about
where the organization was
headed and why,” Lake said.
“It is easy to allow the develop-
ment of a condition where
members fail to challenge the
hired management when too
much authority is taken from
the ‘policymaker member-
owners,” or when members do
not demand and demonstrate
clear separation of board and
management.. Members also
ask too little when they don't
demand, and then carefully
study, a detailed balance sheet
and operating statement.

“Members can ask too
much, too, when they expect
to get by without riding herd on
operations- and neglect pro-
viding the necessary equity
capital needed to sustain
economic life and strength and
yet expect the cooperative to
carry out the necessary market-
ing programs.”

Members must ACTIVELY
watch over the cooperative,
Lake said, and added: “What-
ever this March 15, 1980 and
all other MMPA annual
meetings that follow may bring
— let it be known to all that we
will never adjourn without
making sure we are on sound
financial footing.”

A proposal to assure that
sound financial footing was
later debated by the MMPA
delegate body. A change
was made from the organi-
zation's traditional method
of member financing — the
flat rate per hundredweight
investment — to a percen-
tage of the gross value of
milk sold by each member.
Delegates approved the
MMPA board’s recommen-
dation setting the rate for
operating dues at .75 per-

cent and for capital retain at
.6 percent of the gross value
of milk marketed by each
member for the fiscal year
beginning October 1, 1980.

MMPA General Manager
Jack Barnes, in his report to
members, warned that efforts

_prevalent in the 70s to weaken

or destroy farm organizations
and their programs would con-
tinue during the new decade.

“The cooperative and its
right to function as granted by
the Capper-Volstead Act, the
federal order program and its
provisions for orderliness in the
marketplace, the price support
program and the role it oc-
cupies in underpinning the en-
tire industry and giving the
necessary long-term assur-
ances to dairy farmers — those
and other programs vital to
dairy farmers have been and
will continue under attack,”
said Barnes.

“The attacks have a com-
mon element: the mistaken
belief that somehow, if dairy
farmer programs and organ-
izations can be weakened or
destroyed, consumers will
be able, not only to buy their
milk and dairy products
cheaper, but also will be able
to continue to find those
products in abundance. The
attacks will continue,” he
warned. “As we go into the
eighties, we must remain
dedicated to working
together and working with
other organizations to fend
them off and retain our posi-
tion.”

Barnes also listed inflation
and energy as two major chal-
lenges of the 80s — “too much
of one and not enough of the
other.”

“The energy crunch contin-
ues to escalate transportation
costs, presenting a major mar-

keting problem,” he explained.
“Higher hauling costs are
affecting all dairy farmers.
Transportation differentials and
hauling rates built into they sys-
tem are not adequate. They do
not provide the money neces-
ary to move milk to fluid milk
processing plants. We will con-
tinue to struggle with those
problems until necessary
changes are made in the
federal order system to recog-
nize and make realistic provi-
sions for milk movement.
These may well bring about
needed reorganization of milk
hauling routes in the years
ahead.”

In other action, MMPA dele-
gates adopted a slate of poli-
cies, including support of PA
116 and opposition to agricul-
tural districting, support of ade-
quate financing for the MDA,
and continued strong support
for the federal milk marketing
order system.

Tom and Kathy Middleton (right), Ortonville, Oakland County Farm Bureau members, were named MMPA's
Outstanding Young Dairy Couple for 1980. Ron and Neva Wood (left), Scottville, Mason County Farm Bureau
members, were runners-up in the annual contest. The Middletons will represent MMPA at numerous activities in-
cluding the national Young Cooperators’ meeting held with the National Milk Producers Federation annual
meeting later this year. The Woods also will represent the association at various dairy and cooperative functions.
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Central Michigan Ag Leaders Selected

Distinguished Service Honors Given at Farme,
3

Two Michigan Farm Bureau
members and the Kellogg
Foundation president received
1980 Distinguished Service
Awards from the College of
Agriculture and Natural
Resources during Farmers’
Week, March 17-22, at
Michigan State University.

The annual awards were
given to David D. Diehl, a crop
farmer from Dansville, and Ing-
ham County Farm Bureau
member; Paul Piepkow, a
dairy farmer from Olivet, and
Calhoun County member; and
Russell Mawby, president of
the W. K. Kellogg Foundation.
College of ANR Dean James
H. Anderson presented the
honors at the President’s
Luncheon Thursday, March 20
in the Big Ten Room of MSU's
Kellogg Center for Continuing
Education.

Diehl raises corn, soybeans,
wheat and navy beans on a
5,400-acre farm operated in
partnership with his two sons
and two son-in-laws. Diehl
Fields, as the farm is called, is a
progressive operation recog-
nized for developing new
management practices and
equipment innovations. Cur-
rent on-farm studies are ex-
ploring the economic value of
irrigation and gasohol systems.

Diehl Fields has its own grain
drying operation, tilling equip-
ment, a bulk fertilizer instal-
lation and a network of nine
radios to oversee field opera-
tions of 11 tractors. Located
about 15 miles from the MSU
campus, the farm has been
used for field trials and other
cooperative projects by MSU
Extension specialists and re-
searchers.

Diehl has been a member of
the Michigan Commission of
Agriculture since 1970, sérving

as president in 1973 and 1979.
He has been a member of the
Lansing Community College
Board of Trustees since its
founding in 1965 and was
chairman from 1967-69. Diehl
is a former member of the
Dansville Schools Board of Ed-
ucation and of the Ingham
County Intermediate School
District. He is a member of
Farm Bureau, the Kiwanis Club
and other civic groups.

Paul Piepkow, partner in the
610-acre; 185-cow Lake-
Piepkow Jersey Farm near
Olivet, is one of Michigan's out-
standing dairy producers, a
leader in dairy industry acti-
vities and a contributor to com-
munity affairs. His three sons
assist with the farm operation,
which has produced a national-
ly recognized dairy herd.

Piepkow was selected as the
1979 MSU Dairy Farmer of the
Year. His other awards include
a J.C. Outstanding Young
Farmer Award, a Recognition
of Agricultural Achievements
award from the MSU Short
Course Alumni Association,
and the Michigan Milk Pro-
ducers Association Outstand-
ing Young Farm Couple
award.

He is a member, delegate or
officer of the Michigan Dairy
Herd Improvement Association
board, Michigan Animal
Breeders Cooperative State
Board, the MSU Jersey Sire
Committee of Select Sires, and
the Michigan Jersey Cattle
Club.

Piepkow has served his com-
munity as a member of the
school board, director of Olivet
State Bank, as a 4-H leader
and a member of the Rotary
Club.

Russell Mawby has been
president of the W. K. Kellogg
Foundation for 10 of the 15
years he has been on its staff,
The foundation, among the
five largest in the nation, an-
nually awards more than $45
million for projects conducted
around the world in agricul-
ture, education and health
fields.

Mawby is recognized
throughout the United States
as an advocate of agriculture
and rural development and has
participated in national and in-
ternational conferences con-
cerned with food production.
He was an MSU faculty mem-
ber in agricultural economics
from 1952 to 1961, serving as
Cooperative Extension Service
assistant director responsible
for 4-H youth programs from
1956 until joining the founda-
tion in 1965.

Paul Piepkow, David Diehl and Russell Mawby were presented l)lsﬁ.ﬁgt

Farmers' Week ceremonies.

3
Milliken Gives Agriculture High

Growing With
Agriculture

Farming is in their future and Farm Bureau will be there, too. An
exhibit at Farmers’ Week attracted many full-time and future
farmers interested in learning more about Farm Bureau's 64,000
member general farm organization.

While economists may not
be in agreement that the nation
is in a recession, Governor
Milliken says Michigan very
clearly is, and that the im-
mediate future does not look
bright. Addressing a near-
record crowd at the Farmers'
Week “Governor's Breakfast,”
Milliken said unemployment
and inflation both are expected
to be at double-digit levels in
Michigan this year, with real
personal income expected to
drop by more than four per-
cent, the largest drop since the
1930s.

“The budget | have pro-
posed to the Legislature for

e 7

fiscal 1981 is the most con-
strained | have ever had to sub-
-mit,” said the governor. "It
called for an overall increase in
spending of less than five per-
cent, and proposed the
elimination and/or reduction
of nearly $200 million in ex-
isting state programs.”

The governor said that if
President Carter and the
Congress carry through on
efforts to curb inflation and
end federal revenue sharing
pavments to the states, and
if the pressures on social
services continue to in-
crease, “‘l will have to pro-
pose even further cuts in the
already severely constrained
budget.” Ending the federal
revenue sharing payments
would mean a loss of $100
million to Michigan, he ex-
plained.

“It is in tough economic
times such as we face today
that we can especially appreci-

ate the role agriculture plays in
Michigan's economy,” Milliken
said. “Michigan farmers re-
ceived more than $2.4 billion
in cash receipts for their crops
in 1979. When the value of
processing, transportation and
marketing these goods is com-

/puted; agri-business becomes a

$12 billion component
Michigan's economy.”

One of his chief conﬁ
the governor said, was 1
need to preserve irreplac
agricultural lands. “While ag
culture has grown more‘i
ductive, our total farm acrea
and the number of farms h
grown smaller. Over the p:
30 years, the total farm acrea
in Michigan has fallen fro
nearly 18 million acres to 0
million acres. s

“There is a growit
awareness of this proble
however, that offers hoj
for the future. One. of o
most successful efforts
been the Farmland a
Open Space Preservatil
Act (P.A. 116) which is ¢
signed to protect farmlal
from the pressures creat
by urban sprawl. More thi
one million acres
farmland — roughly 10.p
cent of our total farmland
is now enrolled in thisg.
gram,” he said.

Although Michigan farme
face a number of problenis!
the final part of the 20th ce
tury, Milliken said, they al
face a number of opportuniti
“Few areas have a brigh
outlook than our agricuttu
exports,” he said. “Michigar
the nation's second leading ¢
port state and Michigan agrc
ture is an important componé
of that export picture, ifty
past ten years, our agricu'¥
exports have grown 500 p
cent to more than $500 milii
annually.

“Nationally, agricuh..
exports pay for more in
50 percent of the oil
country imports. In 19

_the U.S, imported $
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d Service Awards during special

Narks

billion worth of oil and ex-
ported $32 billion worth of
agricultural products while
maintaining our markets
here at home,"” the governor
. said.

The most recent success
story in our state, he reported,
was the negotiated sale of
Michigan beans to Mexico,
which will bring Michigan bean
farmers some $85 million and
increase bean production in the
state by 170,000 acres.

Another increasingly impor-
tant role for agriculture, Milli-
ken said, was in the field of
energy production. Pointing to
the high interest evidenced by
‘overflow crowds at Farmers'
Week gasohol sessions, the
governor said he never thought
he would see the day when
farmers would be told how to
build stills on their farms.

“The Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture is at-
tempting to provide ade-
quate information to allow
farmers to become
knowledgeable consumers
of gasohol technology. The
research project here on
campus involves developing
the optimum technology for
on-farm alcohol production.
It also is looking at ways to
feed the byproducts of
alcohol production, which
still retain their important
protein value,'’ said
Milliken. *“I find these
developments extremely en-
couraging both from an
energy conservation view-
point and from the view-
point of the economic bene-
fits which Michigan farmers
will derive from them.”

Farmers Eager for More
Gasohol Information

The attention grabber, again,
was alcohol and whether it can
be produced economically in
farm-size stills.

About 100 people, most of
them farmers, gathered March
18 at Michigan State Uni-
versity for a Farmers’ Week
presentation on “Rural Energy
Survival.” But more than half
staved only long enough to
hear the talk entitled,
<‘Gasohol: Does It Make
Sense?”

It was one more sign among
many in the past several
months that Michigan farmers
are eager for information about
on-farm production of alterna-
tive fuels, particularly alcohol.
But speakers at the presenta-
tion told the group that alcohol
and other liquid fuel substitutes
for petroleum products remain
shrouded in questions and con-

troversy.

Guest speaker Robert
Herendeen, a physicist and
member of the Energy

Research Group at the Univer-
sity of Illinois in Champaign-
Urbana, told farmers and other
participants that gasohol is in-
teresting but requires more
research. Herendeen and other
researchers at the University of
lllinois have been studying the
potential production and use of
gasohol, a fuel mix combining
90 percent gasoline and 10
percent ethanol. Their work
has demonstrated that gasohol
may be a practical alternative
for farms, but only if it is pro-
duced and used under specific
conditions.

Critics of gasohol claim that
production of the fuel con-
sumes more energy than it pro-
duces. Herendeen, however,
said that gasohol definitely
emerges as a ‘net fuel pro-
ducer,” yielding more energy
than it takes to make.

Herendeen warned that
neither farmers nor the nation
should think that gaschol is a
panacea for U.S. energy ills.

Cooperation
Key to Growth

“Agriculture down the road"”
looks good to the director of
the Michigan Department of
Agriculture, with the industry
becoming increasingly impor-
tant to the nation. “There are
going to be more people to
feed, here and abroad, and
American farmers are going to
do the job,” MDA Director
Dean Pridgeon told the crowd
attending the Farmers’ Week
farm management banquet.

“Agriculture is a vital,
growing business in this
state, which is too often for-
gotten because all the atten-
tion is directed to the auto-
mobile industry,” said Prid-
geon, “and | think we can
guarantee that agriculture
will continue to grow in the
future.”

A vital part of that growth,
Pridgeon stressed, would be
continued and increased
cooperation between Michigan
State University and the Mich-
igan Department of Agricul-
ture.

“The whole program of mar-
ket expansion, both here and
abroad, brings into focus the in-
terdependency of the depart-
ment and the university,” said
Pridgeon. “The Mexican bean
sale announced recently is a
good example....This sale
wouldn’t have been possible
without the help of this univer-
sity through the Bean and Beet
Research Facility near
Saginaw.” ]

Pridgeon listed the develop-
ment of alternative energy

sources as another cooperative
effort. “Agriculture will be
called upon to provide part of
the energy needs in the future.
We have on our department
staff now an energy coor-

* dinator whose reponsibility this

year is to promote the produc-
tion of alcohol in this state,
both the large commercial in-
stallations and on-farm
systems.

“The Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture has full
responsibility for the whole-
someness of the food supply
in our state,” Pridgeon ex-
plained. “We say we do this
to protect consumers, and
we do, but put another way,
we are the quality control
arm for Michigan agricul-
ture. You don’t have
markets unlesss consumers
have confidence in the quali-
ty and goodness of the pro-
ducts.”

MSU'’s Food Science Depart-
ment provides assistance to the
department in its regulatory
work, Pridgeon said, and
looked forward to “continued
and increased cooperation in
the future.”

Pridgeon announced that a
seminar will be held in April to
help the Michigan Department
of Agriculture design programs
to meet agricultural needs. Par-
ticipants will be farmers, food
processors, food retailers,
members of the horse industry
and other people from the total
agricultural and food-related
industries.

“Gasohol isn’t going to do it
for the nation,” he said. It may
reduce farmers’ dependence
on petroleum, but it cannot
provide enough energy for the
whole country.

Even for agriculture, he said,
“true energy self-sufficiency is a
pretty elusive concept,”
because farmers rely heavily on
petroleum-based products such
as fertilizers. Acres of crops
might be used for fuel produc-
tion instead of food, but farm-
ers still will need petroleum
products to grow them.

“Everybody wants to import
liquid fuels from someone
else,” he noted. Somewhere,
some people are going to have
to cut back.

His comments echoed the
words of state Rep. Perry
Bullard, D-Ann Arbor, who
told the assembly that Amer-
icans are “oil addicts” who
have to break the habit of ever-
increasing demands for more
oil.

“Unfortunately, as a nation,”
he said, “we haven't learned
much since the oil embargo.
The U.S. is painting itself into a
corner.”

Bullard said Americans
would have to look for ways to
bolster mass transit and decen-
tralize control of energy re-
sources. They would have to
depend more on alternative
sources of energy, such as
solar, wind, water and wood.
Michigan's rural residents, he
added, have to consider the
importance of conservation im-
mediately and look for new
ways fo satisfy old energy
demands. He encouraged tax
incentives and subsidized loans
to prompt creative solutions
and energy savings. He urged
farmers to examine the oppor-
tunities offered by solar
heating, crop drying and
greenhouse systems, as well as
alcohol, wood fuel for heat and
small wind energy systems.

MSU President
Extends Welcome
to Farmers’ Week

Participants

Michigan State University President Cecil
Mackey made his first welcome to a near-
record crowd attending the Farmers’ Week
“Governor’s Breakfast,” sponsored annually
by the Farmers for Better Government Com-
mittee.
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From Single Holstein to All-American. . .

Greens Named Dairy
Farmers of the Year

The owners and operators of
a 1412-cow dairy herd located
in Elsie were recently named
the 1980 Dairy Farmers of the
Year by the Michigan State
University Dairy Science
Department.

Merle Green and his sons,
Duane and Velmar, who are
members of the Clinton Coun-
ty Farm Bureau, were honored
by Dr. Harold Hafs, MSU Dairy
Science Department chairman,
during the dairy breeds awards
presentations that were part of
MSU’s Farmers' Week. The
award is based on the reci-
pients’ managerial ability and
contributions to their communi-
ty and the dairy industry,

Merle Green began the
Green Meadows operation in
1917 with a single registered
Holstein heifer. By 1949, the
herd was large enough to see
the establishment of a partner-
ship between Merle and his
oldest son, Duane, who re-
turned to the family farm from
Cornell University. Velmar
joined the operation in 1959,
upon graduation from MSU.

The herd, which has been on

the Dairy Herd Improvement
Association testing program
since 1940, has produced
several well-known cows for
the dairy industry. In 1951,
one of Green's cows produced
42 805 pounds of milk and
1246 pounds of butterfat,
which established a world
record that stood until the early
1970s. During the 1950s and
1960s, a show herd traveled
across the country producing
several “All-American” calves.

Today the herd produces an

_average of 16,144 pounds of

milk per cow per year. The
farm consists of 2900 tillable
acres and has about 30 fulltime
employees. -

Merle Green has been the
treasurer of the Ovid-Elsie
school district since the late
1960s. Duane has been a na-
tional director of the Holstein
Association since 1964, a
director of Michigan Animal
Breeders Cooperative, Inc.,
since 1979 and a 4-H leader
for 20 years. Velmar is
treasurer of the Michigan Milk
Producers Association and has
been an association director

Dissolution Problems Addressed

since 1968. He has been a
DHIA director since 1979 and
is an associate director of the
American Dairy Association in
Michigan. He currently serves
as a member of the Clint
Meadows Chair campaign
which will establish a faculty
position at the MSU Dairy
Science Department.

Also honored at the dairy
awards luncheon were Sam
Gingell from Brown City and
Jack Kaufman from Sandusky,
both Sanilac County Farm
Bureau members.

Gingell was honored by the
Michigan DHIA, Inc., for hav-
ing the highest 365 day milk
producing herd in 1979. His
1979 365 day herd average
with 52 cows was 23,546
pounds of milk and 781
pounds of butterfat.

The MSU Dairy Science
Department honored Kaufman
for having the highest 365 day
five year rolling herd butterfat
average. The five year rolling
average was 21,930 pounds of

milk and 856 pounds of butter- .

fat.

Divorce Rate Threatens
Farm Capital Stability

As the rising national divorce
rate begins to affect farm
families, farm business
operators are wise toe- set up
partnerships with buy-sell
agreements at the time of their
marriage when they are under
minimal emotional stress.

Speaking to a group of farm-
owning husband and _wife
teams during Farmers’ Week at
Michigan State University,
March 17-20, George
McManus, county extension
director from Traverse “City,
advised such an arrangement
to allow partners to build up
equity equally and not en-
danger all the farm capital in
case of dissolution.

“I've never heard this subject
discussed in public,” McManus
said, “but with the rising inci-
dence of divorce among farm
owners, | think it's time to ex-
amine the problems this trend
presents to agriculture and
farm capital.”

McManus attributes the rise
in the agriculture sector divorce
rate to no fault divorce, afflu-
ence and rising property
values, the lessening of social
stigma and religious strictures,

andyie iR KIS ROOMUR ies. pricT el a)

for women to work outside the
home.

“Most of these divorces ap-
pear to occur either after just a
few years of marriage or after
all the children are grown and
gone,” McManus observed.
“When a couple has been mar-
ried for 30 or 35 years and built
up considerable capital, the
dissolution problems are enor-
mous.”

Characteristically, he points
out, legal fees are extremely
high because of the complica-
tions of property settlements.
The individual is responsible for
getting state and federal taxes
paid on the sale of any proper-
ty, and that can take a lot of
money out of the total capital
divided.

Real estate appraisals are
usually high and couples selling
under a deadline often don't
get as high a price for their land
as the courts think they are go-
ing to based on the appraisals.
Furthermore,
recognize the difference be-
tween cash now and future in-
terest; they deal only in cash
now which can drive the total

courts don't,

makes settlement difficult and
tax planning difficult. With in-
flated land values, most farms
have sizeable net worth and lit-
tle cash.

The practice among farm
families of selling the home
place to the children for a
lower-than-market value can
work an unexpected hardship
on the buyer in case of divorce.
As market value rises, the dif-
ference between the low initial
cost and the appraised value
becomes equity and subject to
capital gains taxes. It might be
better, he suggests, to sell the
farm to the children at its full
market value with a first right of
refusal clause and low interest,
and in case of dissolution be
prepared to buy the property
back in order to keep it in the
family.

While a divorce is in litiga-
tion, all the capital is tied up,
and many farms never recover
financially from the time lost.
Capital is removed from agri-
culture, the increased debt to
asset ratio after splitting the
farm makes it difficult to obtain
credit, cash is tied up creating
new management problems

e domn Thisinduring the sriatdtselfir ey (gipsAntrim

The owners and operators of Green Meadows Farms near Elsie in
Clinton County were named the 1980 Dairy Farmers of the Year by
the MSU Dairy Science Department. Following presentation of the
award, Merle Green (left), made some thank you comments as sons
Velmar and Duane (center, standing), look on.

{

Jack

Kaufman (left) of Sandusk

Science Department for having the highest 365 day five-year rolling
herd butterfat average. Tom Middleton (right), president of the
DHIA, presented the trophy at the Dairy Award Luncheon during

Farmers" Week.

Sam Gingell (left) of Brown City, receives a trophy from Tom Mid-

-
T e T

dleton (right), president of the Michigan DHIA, for having the
highest 365 day milk producing herd in 1979. The presentation was
made during the Dairy Awards Luncheon.

37 Counties Over Goal

Since February 18, an addi-
tional 14 counties have
reported 1980 membership
goal, for a total of 37 county
Farm Bureau's over quota. In
addition, five regions and five
districts have attained their
1980 goal.

Counties that have reported
goal during the last month and
their membership chairmen in
their respective categories are,
in the 1-350 member-category,
Charlevoix - John Frey, Iron
Range - Oliver Anderson, Mac-
Luce Mary Edwards and
Otsego - Thomas Theisen.

In the 351-650 -category,

- Bruce: Chellis, -

Mecosta - Bill Jernstadt, and
Midland - Edna Varner, have
reported goal. Two additional
counties have reported goal in
the 651-1200 category and in-
clude lonia - Joseph Pohl and
Jackson - Neal Sanford.

Ottawa County - Len Im-
mink, St. Clair - William Essen-
burg and Shiawassee - Ward
Perry, have reported goal in
the 1201-1500 member
category. Two counties in the
largest member category, 1501
and over, reporting goal during
the last month are Clinton -
David Pohl and Huron - Bruce
Kuhb; (5900090 amnal
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Looks to U.S. for Assistance

Peace Corps Begins Ag Extention Program in Tunisia

Wedged between Algeria and Libya at the
northern tip of Africa, the tiny country of Tunisia is
looking to the United States for assistance with its
fledgling dairy program.

Last summer the Peace Corps began its
agricultural extension program in Tunisia with four
volunteers working with dairy cattle and forage
crops. This year Tunisia is asking for 20 volunteers
with experience in either dairy or forage crops to
serve as extension agents. The volunteers will serve
a dual purpose — convincing the Tunisian farmers
that dairy farming can be profitable and assisting
them in increasing their forage production.

On March 5 and 6, the Tunisia Associate Peace
Corps Country director, Mohamed El Hedi
Naouali, visited Michigan State University in East
Lansing to discuss Tunisian agricultural programs
with MSU students. Although the focus of Naouali's
Michigan visit was students, the Peace Corps has
indicated that no college degree is necessary; pros-
pective volunteers must have at least two yearsex-
perience in the growing of forage crops and/or
raising dairy cows.

Naouali, accompanied by Robert Jackson, area
manager of the Michigan / Ohio Peace Corps
recruiting office and Mylen Bohle, Peace Corps
agricultural volunteer currently working with Tuni-
sian farmers, also visited Farm Bureau Center in
Lansing. According to Jackson, the Peace Corps is
looking for older volunteers, too; not just college
students or agricultural technicians.

“There is no upper age limit in the Peace Corps,”
says Jackson. “At the present time, we have an
East Lansing man working with Peace Corps who is
a retired veterinarian. There is a couple in the Fiji
Islands who are celebrating their 50th wedding an-
niversary. They have been in the Peace Corps for
five years.”

Through contacting agricultural communicators
and through farmer organizations such as Farm
Bureau, Jackson says, the Peace Corps is hoping
to acquaint older or retired farmers with the new
direction in the international program that
recognizes the contributions that experienced
farmers can make in developing countries such as
Tunisia. 4

Naouali adds that older volunteers are accepted
more readily in the more conservative societies of
developing nations. “In Tunisia, for example, the
Deputy Minister of Agriculture has asked, ‘Can you
get us retired farmers from the U.S.?"”

Why? Because, says Naouali, the fact that this
person or retired couple is advanced in age means
that his experience and age is respected. In this
society, he is considered to have wisdom by the
younger people.

The problems of Tunisia’'s young people, better
educated and looking for profitable employment,
are of great concern to the Tunisian government.
Since 70 percent of the population is involved in
seasonal agricultural work, there is a serious
problem of mass migration to the cities by a good
percentage of the populace searching for jobs.

“Unfortunately,” says Naouali, “they don’t find
industry (in the cities) to support them. If they are
away from the farm, they starve.”

Unemployment among Tunisia's six million peo-
ple is currently running about 20 percent, says
Bohle, and he adds that about 50 percent of the
country’s population is under seventeen years of
age.
The goal of the Peace Corps project in Tunisia is
to devote one hundred percent of the volunteer
resources toward developing agriculture in the rural
communities and to increase the profitability of
farming for the agricultural worker. Through this
project, the government and the Peace Corps
hopes to stem the migration to the cities by giving
permanent jobs to rural workers.

Another reason for promoting dairy in Tunisia is
the desire on the part of the Tunisian government
to switch from traditional sheep raising which has
resulted in serious destruction of vegetation in the
farming areas.

Tunisia’s agricultural plan also calls for increased

Peace Co:‘po voluntem David Hanson (center) and Jnmu Cherry (ﬂght) tllk to fms near
Maktar. They are doing extensive work, primarily in forage and cattle production.

per capita protein consumption and a reduction in
the amount of imported staples, such as milk,
wheat and red meats necessary to feed the popula-
tion.

At the present time, Tunisia is importing substan-
tial quantities of meat from European countries and
Bulgaria. Fifty percent or more of the country’s milk
supplies are imported from Europe in the form of
dry milk.

The training given to volunteers for the Tunisia
project will focus on the Arabic language which is
spoken by most Tunisian farmers as well as on
familiarization with local dairy farming practices and
a general adaptation of the volunteers’ skills and ex-

perience to the new work and living situation.

During their two years of service, Peace Corps
volunteers receive a generous monthly living
allowance, complete health care, paid travel and
training, as well as a readjustment allowance of
$125 per-month-served (about $3,250) at the end
of service.

For more information about the Peace Corps
agricultural projects in Tunisia, as well as in other
developing nations in Africa, Asia, Latin America,
the Caribbean and the South Pacific, call COL-
LECT (313) 226-7928 or write the Peace Corps,
M-74 McNamara Federal Building, 477 Michigan
Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48226.
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The Farmer of the Week
Award, sponsored by the
Michigan Farm Radio Network
and Farm Bureau Insurance
Group, recognizes Michigan
farmers for their contributions
to the agriculture industry and
the community. In addition to
recognition from the news
media, award winners receive
a plaque and award buckle and
leather belt from their local
FBIG agent.

The Farmer of the Week
Award reciplents for February
1980 were:

GARY WEIDMAYER

Week of Feb. 4 — Gary A.
Weidmayer, 33, a dairy and
crop farmer from Manchester
who farms 550 acres and milks
80 cows in partnership with
his father. He serves on the
Agricultural Advisory Commit-
tee for the Manchester School
District; is a member of the
Bethel United Church of
Christ and serves on the
church cemetery board; is a
member of the Washtenaw
County Farm Bureau; is
secretary of the county
Farmers Petroleum board; is
past chairman of the county
Young Farmers; and he and his
wife, Karen, received the 1979
Outstanding Young Dairy
Farmer Award from the local
chapter of the Michigan Milk
Producers Association. They
have two children.

MAX MACAULAY

Week of Feb. 11 - Max
Macaulay, 45, of McMillan, a
beef farmer with a herd of 350
beef cattle. He currently farms
1,100 acres and also operates
a logging farm for clearing and
selling logs. Macaulay has
been a member of the
Newberry Elks Club for the
past 13 years; been a member
of the Mac-Luce County Farm

“Farmers of the Week”

Honored by FBIG and
Mich. Farm Radio Network

T

a Luce County commissioner
for six years; and served on the
Lakefield Township School
Board for four years. His wife,
Susan, serves on the Luce

County Mental Health Board.
All their four children are ac-
tive in 4-H.

EARL WISSMAN

Week of Feb. 18-—Earl
Wissman, 31, a dairy farmer
from Marine City who farms
500 acres and milks 75 cows
in partnership with his older
brother, Jim. Wissman serves
as delegate to the MMPA as a
representative of the River
District Local; is a past
district director of the Dairy
Herd Improvement Assn.; past
board member of the Michigan
Animal Breeders Cooperative;
member and past board officer
of the St. Clair County Farm
Bureau; past secretary-
treasurer of the county Young
Farmers; was named 1978
Outstanding Young Farmer of
St. Clair County; and he at-
tends Macomb Baptist
Church. He and his wife,
Karen, are recent newlyweds.

Week of Feb. 25 — Philip
Hall, 37, of Mason, a dairy
farmer who farms 700 acres
and manages a herd of 110
cows in partnership with his
brother, Nolan. He serves on
the Ingham County Soil Con-
servation Board; is a member
of the local Masonic Lodge,
the Michigan Milk Producers
Assn., and the Central
Michigan Tractor Pullers Assn.
Hall is also active in the local
United Methodist Church and
the Ingham County Farm
Bureau. He is a former com-
munity group chairman and a
graduate of MSU’s Agriculture

_ Short Course. He and his wife,
8 ok N b, chibemn. il

MFB President Responds to
Reconstituted Milk Proposal

The USDA has received a
petition for a public hearing on
the regulatory treatment of
reconstituted milk under
federal milk marketing orders.
The major proponent is the
Community Nutrition Institute
(CNI), a self-styled consumer
food advocacy organization
which specializes primarily in
the political aspects of food and
nutrition issues.

The CNI has shifted its em-
phasis from efforts to amend
the Capper-Volstead Act to at-
tacks on the federal milk
marketing program. Members
of the President’s Council on
Wage and Price Stability are
supporting, or are sympathetic
to, the CNI petition.

The stated objective of the
CNI is lower cost alternatives to
fluid milk. The petition pro-
poses that reconstituted milk
products be exempted from the
pricing provisions of federal
orders. The petition further
describes “reconstituted milk
products” as “dairy derived
substitutes for fluid milk” and
states that such substitutes in-
clude the following products:

“Reconstituted milk —
manufactured by combining
powdered whole milk or nonfat
powder (often with butterfat or
oil added) with water.

“Filled milk — manufactured

by combining water with
powdered milk - and adding
nondairy fats such as coconut
or soybean oil.”

In response to the CNI pro-
posal, Michigan Farm Bureau
President Elton R. Smith sub-
mitted several comments for
consideration to the deputy ad-
ministrator of Marketing Pro-
gram Operations at the USDA.

Smith stated that the basic
tenet of the Agricultural
Marketing Agreement of 1937,
as amended, is that milk shall
be classified in accordance with
the form or purpose for which it
is used, and the CNI proposal
runs counter to that basic tenet.

The CNI proposal would ex-
empt milk made from milk
powder and nonfat dry milk
(NFDM) from the pricing provi-
sions of federal milk marketing
orders. In his comments, Smith
said that such a provision
would require handlers who
sell reconstituted milk to pay
only the powder price for the
powder used and handlers who
sell fluid milk to pay the higher
order prices. The two products
would be competing for the
same market, but the handler
selling the reconstituted milk
would have a price advantage
in many markets.

The CNI petition further
stated that their proposed

changes are necessary because
federal milk marketing orders
eliminate the sale of “. . | an
equally nutritious but lower-
cost alternative to fluid milk,
thus aggravating the effects of
food price inflation.” Federal
orders do not prohibit the sale
of reconstituted milk, says
Smith, and do not deny U.S.
consumers access to “an equal-
ly nutritious but lower-cost
alternative to fluid milk.”

Smith’s final comment was
that under the CNI proposal,
store purchased NFDM would
continue to be the most
economical product and in
some markets, handler-
processed reconstituted milk
probably would cost consumers
more than fluid milk. In such
markets there would be little, if
any, demand for reconstituted
milk.

“Based on these reasons, a
hearing on the CNI proposal is
neither required nor
necessary,” said Smith. “Milk is
being marketed under federal
milk marketing orders in ac-
cordance with the Act of 1937
and the charges that lower-cost
alternatives to fluid milk are be-
ing eliminated from commerce

by federal milk marketing
orders cannot be substan-
tiated."

Livestock Market Reports Available

24 Hours a Day from MDA

Livestock market reports
which provide accurate, up-to-
the-minute information on sup-
ply, demand, price and move-
ment of livestock and livestock
products, are available 24
hours a day, according to Dean
M. Pridgeon, director of the
Michigan Department of
Agriculture.

The Lansing office updates
livestock market information
three times a day on a code-a-
phone. The recorded informa-
tion is available by calling
517-373-6330.

"Our reporters cover the
most important livestock auc-
tions in Michigan based upon
volume and location,” said Dr.
Paul Kindinger, chief of the
Marketing and International
Trade Division. “Auction
markets have become the ma-
jor method of marketing
livestock in the state. These
reports are important to the
decision-making process of the
entire marketing chain, from
farm to consumer.”

Two full-time and one part-
time livestock marketing
specialists cover 11 Michigan
livestock auctions each week.
Each reporter is trained as a
qualified grader of livestock
and reports price ranges by
grade for livestock sold at the

Lansing.

Auctions surveyed each
week are located at Battle
Creek, Cass City, Coldwater,
Howell, Lake Odessa, Man-
chester, Owosso, Sandusky,
St. Louis and Wayland.

According to Kindinger,
market reports help farmers
plan their marketing strategy.
By knowing what supply and
demand conditions exist, and
what is being offered in the
marketplace, farmers can more
logically meet the demand of
buyers.

“We gather information from
markets in the Midwest and
report that information during
our recorded updates. For in-
stance, at 10:15 a.m., we carry

hog reports from Indianapolis,
Peoria and East St. Louis
markets, plus estimated total
slaughter cattle and hogs from
11 Midwest markets."”

“At 1:15 p.m., the update
consists of central carlot beef
trade and dressed beef prices
from Des Moines, cattle prices
from Omaha and Joliet, hog
prices from Indianapolis, and a
summary of Michigan auctions.
At 4:15 p.m., we update cen-
tral carlot dressed beef prices,
daily Midwest livestock sum-
mary from St. Paul, futures
market for steers and hogs
from the Chicago Mercantile
Exchange and summarize
Michigan auctions,” Kindinger
said.

AUCTION

DALE A. DEAN

33 YEARS AND 4000

S I EXPERIENCE IN MICHIGAN
AND INDIANA. DAIRY CATTLE FARM
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Phone 616-385-5958 or 517-279-9748
. 222N, MICHIGAN AVE., COLDWATER, MI 49036
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Young People’s Citizenship Seminar Set For June 16-20
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Approximately 225 high
school juniors and seniors will
participate in the 1980 Young
People’s Citizenship Seminar,
. dJune 16-20, at Albion College
in Albion, Michigan.

During the five day seminar,
students will participate in a
mock democratic government
to help them gain' a better
understanding of our country'’s
electoral process and its effect

on their own lives, their com-

munities, state and nation,
The students will be in-
troduced to the social,
‘economic and political view-
points expressed by this year’s
speakers: Dr. John Furbay,
noted lecturer and author; Dr.
Clifton Ganus, president,
Harding College, Searcy,
Arkansas; Dr. Charles Van
Eaton, professor, Division of
Economics and Business Ad-
ministration, Hillsdale College,
Hillsdale, Michigan; and Maria
Schultz, Ukranian refugee and
naturalized U.S. citizen.
Students selected for the
Young People's Citizenship
Seminar must be high school
juniors or seniors in the
1980-81 school year and be in-
terested in the seminar topics.
They should have leadership
potential and be motivated to
learn and discuss principles and

Farm Show

Comes to
Muskegon

Muskegon, Newaygo and
Oceana County Farm Bureaus
will be joining forces to present
a farm show at the Muskegon
Mall on April 11-12. Spon-
sored by the Women’s Com-
mittees in the three counties,
they will be seeking to acquaint
city and suburban dwellers with
the story of agriculture.

Mall visitors will have the op-
portunity to test free samples of
various agricultural products
and special appearances will be
made by the Magic Cow, and
the cherry, apple, honey,
asparagus and pork queens.
Special demonstrations of
Christmas tree trimming,

churning butter, making crepes -

and ice cream, and sheep
shearing will be conducted dur-
ing the two-day show.

Other activities planned dur-
ing the display will be soil
testing conducted by the
F.F.A. students of Montague
High School and the
Muskegon County Extension
Service will use a computerized
analysis to set up a budget for
those requesting it.

Farm machinery for all
seasons will be on display by
dealers from the three counties
and drawings will be made for
bags of groceries donated by
exhibitors. In addition, state
legislators have been invited to
attend the show and will be tak-

issues, Students must have
demonstrated scholastic ability
and be willing to speak with
groups after the seminar.
Students should be those who
will proudly represent their
school or organization.

The cost of this year’s
seminar is $90 per student for
room, meals, enrollment and
furnished materials for the five

days. A $45 non-refundable
deposit must be submitted with
the enrollment forms and the
balance paid before June 13.
The deposit is transferrable to
another student. THE

ENROLLMENT DEADLINE IS
APRIL 18, 1980.

Each county Farm Bureau
may send four students to the
seminar. One or more qualified

alternates should be selected to
assure fullest participation in
the seminar. Every effort
should be made to achieve an
EQUAL BALANCE OF
YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN.

The seminar is sponsored by
county Farm Bureaus in
cooperation with the Michigan
Farm Bureau. In some coun-
ties, applications will be

solicited, screened and selected
by the county committee. In
other counties, school leaders
will be involved in recommen-
ding students for selection by
the committee. Even though
schools may cooperate in
screening qualified applicants,
the final selection is the respon-
sibility of the county Farm
Bureaus.

INVEST *1.00 NOW...

50 you profit, when we profit!

Invest just $1 in Farm Bureau Services and/or
Farmers Petroleum Cooperative common
stock®. As a voting member, you become eligi-
ble to share in the cooperative's earnings on a

patronage basis.

Your membership in Farm Bureau Services
and/or Farmers Petroleum Cooperative entitles
you to take an active role in making decisions
and forming policies of that co-op. As a voting
member, you actually help shape the future.

Farm Bureau Services, Michigan's largest farm
supply and marketing cooperative, has
members throughout Michigan. Farmers have
recognized their cooperative's progressive
growth and potential over the past 50 years.

ing .part_.in _some. of the . .

demonstrations.

During the past 30 years, Farmers Petroleum
Cooperative has grown to become Michigan's
largest farm petroleum supply co-op. FPC
pioneered such items as Agrihol and custom
diesel fuel. FPC's partial ownership of crude oil
properties and refinery operations has ensured
a more dependable flow of petroleum products

to the farm.

Isn’t it time you shared in the benefits of the
cooperative movement? See your Farm Bureau
Services or Farmers Petroleum Cooperative
branch manager now. He can sign you upas a

member today.

Remember...it takes only one dollar.
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Where Your Farm Comes First

FAarRMn
BUreau

FARMERS PETROLEUM




PAGE 16

FARM NEWS

APRIL, 1980

PEOPLE

Sparks Honored By MFB

Harold Sparks (center), farm director of WLKM, Three Rivers, ac-
cepts a desk set from Michigan Farm Bureau President Elton R.
Smith, honoring **Sparky™ as one of the top *‘Agricultural Com-
municators of the Year" for 1979. Over 50 family and Farm Bureau
friends attended a special luncheon presentation at Vandalia on
March 10. St. Joseph County Farm Bureau President Roger Carr
and Cass County Farm Bureau President Clifford Poehlman also
paid tribute to Sparky’s dedication to telling the factual story of
agriculture. Sharing the presentation was Sparky's wife, Rose.

N ews Person Joins MFB

A five-county media blitz was held in late February for the purpose
of promoting the Genesee Valley Mall display and introducing coun-
ty presidents and information chairmen to local newspaper
publishers and radio and television news directors. While visiting
with John Johnson, publisher of the Sanilac County News (left),
Wayne Wood, county president, and Cathy Knoerr, county informa-
tion chairman, Johnson signed a new member application, thus
becoming a member of the Sanilac County Farm Bureau.

Mall Display A Success

Y
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Two-and-a-half-year-old Matthew Akindzier of Flint found the
baby chicks fascinating to hold at the Genesee Valley Mall. The
counties of Genesee, Shiawassee, Oakland, Lapeer and Sanilac
sponsored the agricultural display at the Flint mall.

Forestry Study Committee
Appointed By MFB President

An eight-member Forestry
Industry Study Committee has
been appointed by Michigan
Farm Bureau President Elton
R. Smith for the purpose of
providing greater service to
members who are interested in
the issues and problems of
forest commodities.

Chaired by Copper Country
Farm Bureau President Donald
T. Shirley of Baraga, the com-
mittee also consists of Victor
Freed, Mackinac-Luce; Herb
Reiley, Antrim; Hardy
Elowsky, Montmorency; Paul
Huber, Clare; Paul Bradley,
Eaton; Adrian Hendriksma,

Allegan, and Arthur Bailey,

Schoolcraft, representing the
MFB board of directors.

The committee is charged
with the task of studying areas

of concern to the forestry in-
dustry in Michigan and submit-
ting recommendations to the
MFB board of directors that will
serve in the possible devel-
opment of forestry-related poli-
cies and activities of the
organization.

Appointment of the commit-
tee was the result of a study of
Michigan’s timber industry,
called for by voting delegates,
to examine its economic poten-
tials and future, and determine
if and how Farm Bureau
should become involved in this
area. The committee will hold
its first meeting in April.

Chairman Don Shirley has
also been appointed to serve
on the American Farm Bureau
Federation Forestry Advisory
Committee.

DONALD SHIRLEY

Lampen Honored By FICB

-

/

PORAN A-LATOR

Program
Innovations
Earn Award for
Michigan Man

Andrew Lampen (right), Holland,
was awarded the Federal Inter-
mediate Credit Bank of St. Paul
medallion from Burgee Amdahl,
FICB president, at a recent FICB
stockholders meeting. The
medallion is awarded for
meritorious service to agriculture.
Lampen was cited for his work as
an innovator in developing and in-
troducing the Agrifax farm record
program offered by Production
Credit Associations and for his in-
novations in providing credit to
farmers while president of FICB
from 1956 to 1973.

.1 Y __'.' |
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Dr. Cecil Mackey (right), president of Michigan State University, visited the farming operation of Arthur Bailey,
Schoolcraft, District 1 representative on the Michigan Farm Bureau Board of Directors, during a recent tour of

southwestern Michigan.
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MACMA Staff Member Honored

Tom Butler, manager of the
Michigan Processing Apple
Growers Division of the
Michigan Agricultural
Cooperative  Marketing
Association (MACMA), was
presented the “Fruit Man of the
Year” award for 1979 by the
Michigan Association of
Pomesters Clubs. The presen-
tation was made by club
member Jerry Sietsma at the
association’s annual meeting
on March 10 at Brands in
Grand Rapids.

The award is presented an-
nually to a person for out
standing achievement to the
fruit industry.

Butler has been manager of
the Michigan Processing Apple
Division of MACMA since
April, 1974. With over 600
members who produce about
60 percent of the processing

MACMA staff member, Tom Butler (right), receives the **Fruit Man

of the Year” award from Jerry Sietsma.

apples grown in Michigan, the
division is accredited under the
provisions of the Michigan
Agricultural Marketing and
Bargaining Act (P.A. 344). It

represents all producers in the
Michigan processing apple
bargaining unit in negotiating
prices and terms of trade with
the processors of apples.

Farm Labor Expert Says Farm
Worker Unions Not Inevitable

An American Farm Bureau
farm labor expert says farm
worker unions are not in-
evitable, but farm employers
will have to cope with a climate
of union organizing in the fu-
ture.

Chuck Fields, assistant direc-
tor for national affairs for the
American Farm Bureau, told
farmers at the March 11 annual
meeting of the Michigan Agri-
cultural Services Association in
Grand Rapids, that agricultural
labor is only a small part of a
much larger picture of the labor
movement in general.

“We will not be able to solve
very many of the problems of
labor in agriculture until we

reduce the political and
economic power of labor,” he
said, “and that will take a fur-
ther shift in the kind of people
we send to Washington.”

Jim Barrett, president of the
Michigan State Chamber of
Commerce, gave the farmers
an update on current workers
compensation reform legisla-
tion.

In the business portion of the
annual meeting, Elton Smith,
Don Nugent, Robert Rider and
Les Dowd were re-elected to
the board of directors. Robert
DeBruyn, a vegetable grower
from Zeeland, was elected as a
new member of the board.

Vivian Lott Appointed
to Citizens Committee

Vivian Lott, chairman of the
Michigan Farm Bureau
Women's Committee, has
been appointed by Governor
Milliken to a citizens committee
to plan the upcoming Michigan
White House Conference on
Families.

“The family unit has played
an important role throughout
the history of this state and na-
tion,” Milliken said. “The
Michigan White House Confer-
ence on Families will focus
public attention on the
strengths and contributions of

families to our state and nation.

“The conference will provide
a forum for examining the dif-
ficulties families face in the
1980s and the ways in which
family life is affected by public
policies. It also may lead to the
development of programs ad-
dressing the special needs of
families in Michigan,” stated
Milliken.

Lott is one of 24 citizens
from throughout the state ap-
pointed by Milliken to serve on
the committee,

Donna Column

(Continued from page 2)
avoidance of that same mistake
is benefiting the organization
and themselves. And some-
day, I'll bet, we'll have some

outstanding young leaders for
agriculture who will proudly
proclaim: “l attended my first
Farm Bureau meeting when |
was two months old!”

N R
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'
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CHUCK FIELDS

Smith Reappointed to
ATAC Advisory Committee

Michigan Farm Bureau Pres-
ident Elton R. Smith has been
appointed to the Fruits and
Vegetables Agricultural Techni-
cal Advisory Committee for
Muitilateral Trade Negotiations
by Secretary of Agriculture Bob
Bergland and U.S. trade repre-
sentative, Ambassador Askew.

Smith was appointed to a
similar committee by former
Secretary of Agriculture Earl
Butz in 1975 to serve during
the multilateral trade nego-
tiations. The advisory commit-
tee provided technical advice
and information to U.S.
negotiators on tariffs and non-
tariff trade issues affecting both

domestic and foreign com-
modities.

Even though the Geneva
trade negotiations were com-
pleted in 1979, considerable
follow-up remains, including
some bilateral negotiations and
establishing trade policy in
general.

When the world trade bill
was signed in July of last year,
Farm Bureau was credited for
its: work on the international
trade negotiations and for sup-
porting passage of the bill,
Farm Bureau Ileadership,
including Elton Smith, worked
with U.S. trade negotiators,
both in Washington and in
Geneva.

's H i
What’s Happening?

April 8 District 3 Farm Bureau St. Andrews United
Women's Spring Rally Church, Dexter

April 9 District 9 Farm Bureau Lake Christian Reform
Women's Spring Rally Church, Lake City

April 11 District 6 Farm Bureau Club Monte Carlo,
Women's Spring Rally Utica

April 11-12 Mall Display Muskegon

April 16 District 4 Farm Bureau Christian Reform
Women’s Spring Rally Church, Caledonia

April 17 District 8 Farm Bureau Masonic Temple (Lin-
Women's Spring Rally coln Rd.), Mt. Pleasant

April 21 District 5 Farm Bureau Methodist Church,
Women's Spring Rally Swartz Creek

April 23 District 7 Farm Bureau Clifford Lake
Women's Spring Rally Hotel, Stanton

April 24 District 1 Farm Bureau Porter Baptist
Women's Spring Rally Church, Constantine

April 30 Agriculture Understanding Statewide Activities
Day

May 6 District 10 Farm Bureau 4-H Center,
Women's Spring Rally Petoskey

_
-
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MAKE DELICIOUS
CIDER, WINES, AND
NATURAL FRUIT JUICES

at Year ’Round Savings.

Just a few turns of the pressing screw, and you'll
be sipping cider so pure and so delicious...you'll
never want store bought cider again. Naturally
sweetened beverages with no preservatives or
chemical additives are yours to enjoy with the
Garden Way Fruit Grinder/Cider Press. Once you
taste the wholesome goodness of “tree fresh”
fruit juices, your family and friends will use the

press all year 'round.

« Stands a full 4 ft. tall ;

» Pine and select hardwood construction

» Complete one year warranty

Available fully assembled and in two economical

kit forms.

Send for free information today!
Or call TOLL-FREE

800-451-5088, ext. 53.

i-f(;_ Cgeﬁ'res?d:(;rd_en Way Research
I Dept.A-316P, Charlotte, VT. 05445

\ I YES! Please send me free information describing
the Garden Way Fruit Grinder/Cider Press.

e
\
5\

\ Name

N Please print full name and address.

| City

—

£ 1980 Garden Way, lnc.l_smte

Zip
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Utilization

of Alcohol

As the world’s petroleum supply is expended at
an increasing rate, man has begun to develop
workable petroleum substitutes. Alcohol is a strong
candidate for petroleum substitute since it can be
made from renewable resources.

The two most common types of alcohol are
methanol and ethanol. Methanol is derived from
fossil fuel or forest products and is highly toxic.
Ethanol is derived from agricultural crops and is
commonly used as beverage alcohol. When con-

centrated to a 140-200 proof mixture, it can be

used as an engine fuel.

For farm production and utilization, ethanol
holds the most promise because of its agricultural
base. Today there is much interest in development,
fermentation and distillation units for use on farms.
By-products from the fermentation process are high
in protein and can be used as a feed supplement for
many farm animals.

The purpose of this discussion is to summarize
some of the information that is currently known
about alcohol in engines. An attempt is made to
provide an unbiased description of alcohol fuel
utilization.

GASOLINE ENGINES

Alcohol fuels can be used in gasoline engines as
alcohol gasoline blends or as straight alcohol. A
common blend today consists of 90% gasoline and
10% ethanol and is called gasohol. Gasohol does
have a lower energy content per unit volume than
gasoline, but does not result in a significant
decrease in fuel efficiency. This is likely due to the
increased octane number for the fuel.

Blends have the advantage of being used in un-
modified engines, but have a disadvantage for on-
farm use due to a problem in mixing. In order to ob-
tain a uniform solution of alcohol and gasoline,
anhydrous alcohol (no water, 200 proof) should be
used in the blending. Small amounts of water cause
this solution to separate. Alcohol produced on the
farm would normally have a maximum proof of
190 (5% water). In order to remove the remaining
water, more sophisticated equipment is needed
which requires more capital or greater energy in-
puts into production process. For these reasons,
alcohol blending does not appear feasible for on-
the-farm production.

STRAIGHT ALCOHOL

Straight alcohol of 140-200 proof can be burned
in gasoline engines with minor modifications. The
minor change required is enlarged metering jets in
the carburetor. Enlarged jets are required due to
the lower energy content of alcohol and the lower
air fuel ratio required for the intake mixture.

All incompatible parts, such as plastic, should be
removed from the fuel system. Alcohol will slowly
work at many kinds of plastic and cause contamina-
tion of the fuel, as well as damage to the parts.

Ignition timing may also be shifted slightly when
alcohol is burned. The required change will depend
upon the engine used and its previous adjustment.

With these changes an engine should start and
perform satisfactory on a warm summer day. In
order to start an engine when the temperature is
below 50-60° fahrenheit, special equipment is
needed.

When alcohol is used in-a gasoline engine the
thermal efficiency is lower than necessary for
alcohol fuel and therefore the consumption is
higher than necessary. The only solution to this
problem is to increase the compression ratio of the
engine. However, most gasoline engines are not
designed to withstand the increased pressures
which would occur in the cylinder. Thus, a blown
head gasket or a more major breakdown may occur
under heavy engine loads.

DIESEL ENGINES

Alcohol can be used in a diesel engine in three
major ways. It can be blended with diesel fuel, fed
into the intake air for duel fueling or through major
modifications of the engine, can be used as a

straight fuel.

DISCUSSION
TOPIC

by KEN WILES

Manager, Member Relations

BLENDS

Blending of alcohol and diesel fuel is possible,
but does not appear practical. A blend of 90%
diesel and 10% anhydrous ethanol has been called
diesohol. Tests show diesohol to give a drop in
engine-efficiency due to the lower energy content
and very low octane rating of the added alcohol.
Although ethanol and diesel fuel form a
homogeneous solution at room temperatures,
separation occurs at lower temperatures or with the
addition of small amounts of water.

DUEL FUEL

The most promising method of using alcohol in
diesel engines on the farm is through duel fueling.
Two separate fuel systems are required. Normally
additional equipment is needed to feed the alcohol
into the engine. This can be done by aspirating the
alcohol into the intake air with a carburetor or
with a spray nozzle. Another method which has
been tested uses a separate ignition system to inject
the alcohol directly into the cylinder.

Duel fueled engines do have a strong advantage
in that there are no abnormal problems in starting.
The engine can be started on diesel fuel. After it is
warmed up, the alcohol can be added.

TRUE ALCOHOL ENGINE

An engine can be built which best utilizes the uni-
que properties of alcohol. This engine uses a com-
pression ratio of 12:1 fuel injection and spark igni-
tion. Alcohol is injected at high pressure directly in-
to the cylinders using a lubricated fuel pump and
specially lubricated injectors. The fuel evaporates
instantly in the heated air inside the cylinder and a
spark plug is used to ignite the mixture. This ar-
rangement is sometimes referred to as the Brandt
System.

Several advantages are obtained with this type of
engine. The alcohol burns cooler which reduces
pollutants and mechanical problems and cold
starting problems are eliminated. Since alcohol is
injected directly into the hot compressed air of the
cylinder, the engine starts and runs smooth
regardless of outside temperatures.

SUMMARY

Ethanol alcohol has unique properties which
make it a suitable alternative for engine fuel.
Alcohol fuel can be used in either gasoline or diesel
engines; however, its properties do not allow it to
be well suited for use in either type.

Straight alcohol can be burned in a gasoline
engine by enlarging the carburetor jets, adding heat
to the intake air and adding equipment to allow
cold starting of the engine. Alcohol can be used
more efficiently in a gasoline engine by increasing
the compression ratio to 12:1. Most engines,
however, are not designed to withstand this high of
a compression in the cylinder,

Diesel engines can be modified to burn alcohol
through duel fueling. Alcohol can be sprayed or
aspirated into the intake air or directly injected into
the cylinder to partially fulfill the engine fuel re-
quirement. Through duel fueling, about half of the
diesel fuel required can be replaced with alcohol.

Alcohol fuels provide several benefits. They burn
at a cooler temperature which can improve the life
of motor oil and possibly reduce engine wear. They
are clean burning which reduces suet and carbon
build-up. On a well-designed, well-adjusted
engine, many exhaust emissions may be substan-
tially reduced. Possibly, most important of all,
alcohol can be produced from renewable resources
grown on our own farms.

(Note: Based upon information provided by Bill
Stout, Alan Rotz, Marcio Cruz and Robert Wilkin-
son, Agricultural Engineering Department, MSU.)

Energy Idea Search

The Michigan Farm Bureau is working with
the American Farm Bureau Federation in a
“Farm Bureau Energy Idea Search,” program
intended to surface innovative ideas and tech-
nology which saved energy in farm buildings
or farm operations or produce energy needed
for agriculture.

The Energy Idea Search consists of two
categories: the “Energy Saved" category and
the “Germ of an Idea” category.

ENERGY SAVED

Under the “Energy Saved” class, any Farm
Bureau member who has already done some-
thing to conserve energy in farming opera-
tions, in farm buildings, in livestock opera-
tions, or around the house and wishes to
share his or her ideas with others, is en-
couraged to submit the ideas to the Michigan
Farm News. A member whose idea is pub-
lished will receive $10. The idea may also be
published in the member’s county newsletter.

“Energy Saved” ideas published in
Michigan Farm News will also be submitted
for consideration by AFBF's Farm Bureau
News. If published, the member would
receive $25 from AFBF.

GERM OF AN IDEA

The “Germ of an ldea” category is de-
signed to surface an invention, modification,
or idea of something that has already saved or
produced energy, or has the potential to save
or produce energy and could be used or
adapted to some part of a farm’s operation.
Entries in this category will be forwarded to
AFBF. Ten national winners selected will be
invited to present their ideas at the Farm
Bureau Energy Idea Symposium, November
18-19, 1980, in Chicago. Those selected will
receive fravel expenses and a $500 cash
award from AFBF.

The federation also may award a maximum
of 10 research grants of up to $5,000 each to
Farm Bureau members whose ideas and ap-
plications have been forwarded to AFBF from
state Farm Bureaus.

The Idea Search is designed to stimulate
Farm Bureau members to share their energy
saving ideas and to encourage members to
participate in further research and develop-
ment of ideas that could benefit agriculture
the most.

Any Farm Bureau members, except those
who are employees, wishing to submit an en-
try in either category, should complete and
return the coupon below to receive appropri-
ate entry forms and information.

Farm Bureau Energy Idea Search

Please send entry forms and information
on FARM BUREAU ENERGY SEARCH

[J Energy Saved Category
[0 Germ of an Idea Category

Name
Address

Return to Energy Idea Search
Information Division
Michigan Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 30960
Lansing, Michigan 48909
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per month per membership, additional words, 10 cents each. Figures such as 12x16 or
$12.50 count as one word. NON-MEMBER and ALL COMMERCIAL advertisers: 15

FARM BUREAU MARKET PLACE

SPECIAL RATE TO FARM BUREAU MEMBERS: One free non-commercial 25-wordad  cents per word one edition, two or more editions, 10 cents per word. Copy deadline: 13th
of month. Mail classified ads to Michigan Farm News, P.O. Box 30960, Lansing, M1 48909.
Publisher reserves right to reject any advertising copy submitted.

FARM EQUIPMENT

FARM EQUIPMENT

LIVESTOCK

MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE: JOHN DEERE 1929 GP, serial
number 224774, on rubber, good running cond-
tion, $775.00. James Van Houten, Ellsworth,
Michigan 49729. 616-599.2817, 4-11-210

FORD 7600. 1977, diesel. 1100 hours, BS hp.
Phone Sand Lake, 616-636-8257. {41120

WANTED: BELT PULLEY FOR IH SUPER M.
also high capacity ear comn sheller. Rumble Bros .
Kirk Road, Akron, Michigan 48701, Phone
517-691.5253. (4-11-221)

FOR SALE: CASE 6" HAMMER MILL, with
screens and mixing tank. Also wood jointer 16™ cut
with 7' long bed, Flim, Michigan. Phone
313-787-8822 (4-1¢-246)

FOR SALE: OWENS 5th WHEEL TRAILER 16
ft. bed, 700x15, 8 ply tires, $1,000.00; also F-20,
tractor pulling frame complete with 24, 5x32 tires cut
for pulling. 517-883-3339. (4-11-250

FOR SALE: 1965 G.M.C. 6500 TRACTOR and
20 ft. Kingam Twin Cylinder dump trailer. All In
good runnirig condition. Conklin, Michigan. Phone
616-899-2136. 14-1¢-231)

FOR SALE: NEW HOLLAND 880 FORAGE
HARVESTER, 1000-R.P.M. New knives. 3-row
narrow and hay pickup. Large Kool blower like new.
2 HKnight forage bomes and wagons. Grant,
Michigan. Phone 616-834-5323. {4-11-250

FOR SALE: 2 TON CALHOUN FERTILIZER
SPREADER, $475.00. 5 ton New Leader fertilizer
and lime spreader. L 120 on tandem trailer. 14 L
tires.  $2375.00. Grant, Michigan. Phone
616-834-7765. (4-1¢-250)

FOR SALE: CHOICE OF 2 BACKHOES—

530G Case, wwgoudmmm dluuln or

120G Dynahoe. good

one, $5950 cash. Nashville 517-852-9316.
(4-10-250)

FOR SALE: ONE ROW CORN PICKER NEW
IDEA 1978 — 1-430.1968, Case tractor with
loader —3 bottom plow and beli pulley —
1-730-1967 Case tractor. Phone 616-269-3395.
(4-10-250)

FOR SALE: USED STORAGE TANKS, 6000
to 20,000 gallon capacity. Vertical or horizontal:
Phone 616-798-1805, (3-6¢-15b)

FOR SALE: BADGER FIELD CHOPPER with
hay head. two row Oliver cultivator, $100,00 each.
Also nearly new two tow Lilliston rolling cultivator,
$750.00. Glenn McNeill, Route 1. St Johns,
Michigan 48879 (4-2¢-25()

FOR SALE: NEW HOLLAND NO. 36 FAIL
CHOPPER, used very lithe, 1000 bales oat straw,
No. 401, 4 row — THC bean puller. D. Rushio
517-872-2549. Cass City (4-11-2560

LOCKWOOD INNES 8 ROW WINDROWER:
Eversman 12 #. landieveler; J. Deere 20 h
S-section transport drag: J. Deere 12 ft. fransport
cultipacor; J. Deere 4 section spike drag; and 14 f1.
IHC offset disc. 313-659-6535 (4-1¢-250

FOR SALE: JOHN DEERE A.R. late model very
good condition. Phone Frankenmuth,
517-652-9473 (4-21-131)

NEW EDITION! "FARM TRACTORS IN COL-
OR'" B0 years tractor history, 118 full color photos
183 pages. §10.95 “STEAM POWER IN
AGRICULTURE.” 100 ywars steamn power, 103 full
color photos. 184 pages. $10.95. “STEAM TRAC
TION ENGINES. WAGONS, AND ROLLERS,”
180 pages, 158 colored photos, $10.95. SPECIAL!
Complete collectors Mbrary 3-above hardcover
books, $29 95, postpaid. Dlamond Farm Book Pub-
lishers, Dept. MFN, Box 266, Alexandria Bay, NY
13607 {3-31-65p)

WANTED: SINGLE ROW POTATO DIGGER.
P.T.O. Driven, that would work behind 35 1o 40
h.p. tractor. Harry E. Zepik. 8347 Carmody Road,
Watervliet. MI 49098. 616-463-3393. (3-21-25)

COMBINE FOR SALE: 1977 MASSEY
FERGUSON 300 DIESEL, 13" grain head, 2-40"
com head, loaded with extras. For information. call
616-381-8450 after 5:00 p.m. Kalamazoo,
Michigan (4-31-250)

370 USED SCHEU JUMBO CONE OR-
CHARD & VINEYARD HEATERS. Will sell all
or part, price negotiable, some ol 616-429-3748,
616-429-4260. Berrien Springs. 4-21-220)

PROVEN CHICKEN CATCHER. Catch any bird
In your coop. I you're tired of grabbing and missing,
or crawling under roosts — you need our catcher
Send only $4.00 1o C. Smith, P.O. Box F-83,
Beaverton, Michigan 48612 4-24-37p)

Remember:
Agriculture
Understanding
Day —
April 30

FARROWING STALLS —~ Complete $104 75,
1" tubular steel construction,. ROUND BALE
FEEDERS FOR 1500~ round bales. Heavy duty
1" square tubing, only $99.95. feeders
also available. STARR NATIONAL. 219 Main, Col-
chester, IL. 62326.

(4-18-36p)

NEW ALL WIRE RABBIT CAGES and equip-
ment now available. We can build cages 1o meet
your needs. Dettmers Bunny Patch. Carson City, Ml
48811, 517-584-3765 (5-4-25b)

wmmmw«mghmmw-m
517-523-2803 evenings. Pittsford

T (14110

FOR SALE: Stormor grain bins. Farm Fans dryers.

Distributing
49419, phone 616-751-5161.

MANURE PUMPS: wmpdumhmhgmw
field, utilize ber or guns. Pl Sup-
ply. Bradley and U.S, l'-'.ﬂEl.l! P.O. Box 177,
Bradley, M149311. 616-792.2215 (10-4-26b)

WANTED: FARMALL SUPER A OR FARM-

ALL CUB with cultivator. Must be in very good

condition, James Van Houten, 616-599-2817.
13-1t-18p)

WANTED: DUMP HAY RAKES, OR TEETH..

Also pipe 1 inch O.D. 8 ft. long or better and 2 In-
dian Runner Ducks for sale. Phone 313-727.1431.
(12-4-2560

FORD JUBILEE TRACTOR, extra nice condl-
tion. low hours. some extra tools. Make offer. Call
517-674-2311 or write P.O, Box 297, Unionville,
Michigan 48767. (4-11-230

LIVESTOCK

CORRIEDALE SHEEP - Purebred breeding stock
for sale. Paper optional. Waldo F. Dieterle. 7285
Textlle Road., Saline. Ml 48176. Phone
313-429.7874 (1-4:194)

REGISTERED ANGUS - Yearling bulls & heders,
club calves. Write or call Neona Farm. Neal
Felkema. Evart. Michigan 49631. Phane
616.734-2579, (2-4-190

OUR 1979 PUREBRED ARABIAN FOALS are
ready to go. A Synbad granddaughier and a Ralfies
bred colt. Lannens, Fife Lake, Ml 49633, Phone
616:369.2271. (10-4-246)

PERFORMANCE TESTED ANGUS, quality
registered Angus breeding stock and club calves.

Contact Bordner Angus Farms, 68730 County Farm

Rd.. Sturgls. Phone
616-651-3456. (12.4-240)

MILKING SHORTHORNS - Young bulls, year-
lings and calves for sale. Write or visit Stanley M
Powell and Family. Ingleside Farm, RR. 2. 3248
Powell Hwy.. lonla, Michigan 48846, (12-4.280

AT STUD-AQHA-JAGUAR GO. JAGUAR
-Racing bloodlines with halter conformation, ex-
cellent disposttion, brown, 15 hands, $200.00 reg..
$100.00 grade. Gloria Knight, Sterling. Phone

Michigan 49091,

517-873-43%0 (2-51-250
REGISTERED & GRADE HOLSTEIN BULLS
for sale. Complete records, Clarkstead Holstein

Farm, 819 Tamarack Road, Pittsford, Michigan.
Phone 517-567-8626. 12-4-19)

NEW! “IS SHE GOING TO MAKE IT DOC?"
{snd 645 more lvestock health questions and
answers), 160 pages. invaluable paperback, $5.75.
“VET BOOK FOR STOCK FARMERS.” on-the-

farm pre . 176 pages.
300 photos. Hardcover, $13.95, "CALVING THE
COW AND CARE OF THE CALF.” 164 —

pages.
300  lustrations, hardcover, $13.95, SPECIAL!
Complete sbove library three books, $31.55.

STAMP'S DUROCS - large selection. big, sound,
sggressive confinement ratied boars and gilts. Con-
tinuous supply. PRV free. Guaranteed. Visit or call
—Tom Stamp, Decatur. Phone 616-423.7508
(4-11-250

SIMMENTAL HEIFERS AND BULLS. These
are a strong sel of eight commercial cross-bred
heifers and several yearling bulls. All are perfor-
mance tested. Call 616-899-2978,

postpaild. Diamond Farm Book Publishers, Dept.
MFN. Box 266, Alexandria Bay. NY 13607,
{3-31.69p)

NEW EDITION! *“PIG FARMERS

VETERINARY BOOK.” ON-THE-FARM
PREVENTION, SYMPTOMS,
TREATMENTS. 180 pages. diagnosis chan.

$13.95 “THE SOWI‘MP‘ROVING HER EFF1
CIENCY.” Covers breadi

(8-14:250)

PUREBRED ARABIAN HORSES, by LOM
Syccessort. Also B year bay mare for pleasure or
show. ITTNERS ARABIANS, 5790 Fort Road.
Saginaw. Michigan Phone 517-777-1956
(4-14-240

REGISTERED HOLSTEIN BULLS. One 14
mos. Astronaul son from 17.460M 3 8% dam,
grdam 20,745M. Also Elevation, Bootmaker, Tippy
sons, and 4' registered Hulstein fancy hefers due
April, Msy. George Robb. Fowlerville
517.223-9462. 4-11.250

ARABIANS ALL AGES, for breeding. pleasure or
show, Special discounts for 4-H terms i desired
Dale Kirklin, phone 616-381-2774

FOR SALE: 9 BRED REGISTERED
HOLSTEIN HEIFERS. ako registered service
pge’ Black Angus Bull Richard Kolbe, Walkerville,
Michigan, Phone 616-873-3524. (8- 11 206)

REGISTERED QUARTER HORSE: Bay
gelding. 15-3. five year old, Excellent show record
and good disposition. Stanley Sinko, 9346 W, Har
rison Road, Sumner,
517-463.5257 (4- 11.250)
REGISTERED SHROPSHIRE SHEEP SINCE
1890. Brewding stock for sale at all times, Hewens
Farm, 7400 Bemis Road. Ypsfanti, Michigan
48197. Phone 313.482.2658. 161 221)

FOR SALE: YORKSHIRE & SPOTTED ser
viceage boars and open gilts top bloodlines tested at
MSU st station. All registered stock. Richard Cook.
Y2 mile wast Mulliken, M-43. Phone 517.649.8988

(11-4-250)

DUROC & LANDRACE BOARS & GILTS.
Als bred gilts. John S i , 655 Pratville
Road. Pittslord, M1 49271, Phane 517-567-8975

(34190

QUARTER HORSES - Disposttion for 4-H, ability
for cattle, conformation for show. Reasonable
prices. Customer satisfaction a priority. Visitors
welcome, Walton Farms. Rosebush  Phone
517-433.2925 (3-11-240)

FEEDER PIGS - Pmﬂuudandmldbymnbu!
of the MACMA Feeder Pig Division. Availab

(4-.190)

Michigan 48889 Phone

s e, 311 pagﬁ. 80 Mustrations.
$1595 “PIG HOUSING." 220 pages. 32 page
“BLUEPRINT ™ section, HOUSING EQUIPMENT,
$14.95 SPECIAL! Complete above pig lbrary, 3
hardcover books, $38.95, postpaid. Diamond Farm
Book Publishers, Dept. MFN, Box 266. Alexandria
Bay. NY 13607 (3-31-59p)

“HORSE POWER"™ Comprehensive book on
Draft Horses, 255 pages. 300 beautiful photos.
$1295 “THE DRAFT HORSE PRIMER™ covers
breeds, machinery, leeding, showing, hitching. etc..
386 pages. hardcover, $12.95 "KNOW YOUR
HORSE™ covers symptoms, treatments. manage-
ment, mares and foals, etc. “DIAGNOSIS CHART™
invaluable. 220 pages. hardcover, $12.95
SPECIAL!, Complete draft horse library above 3
books, $39.95. postpald, Diamond Farm Book
Publishers, Dept. MFN. Box 266. Alexandria Bay.

NY 13607 (3-31-66p)
NEW! "INTENSIVE SHEEP
MﬁNﬁGEHENT covers breeds. breedi

FISH FOR POND STOCKING — Hybrid Sun
fish, Catfish, also Rainbow Troul. Spring Valley
Trout Farm. Dexter, Michigen. Phone
3134264772 4-4-194)

FOR SALE: SELF-CONTAINED

INTERCOM KIT. (1) Murdock handi-phone
microphone. (2) Earplece receiver & cord with

volume control. (3) Beam filter junction box, with
dual outlets. Used for flight instruction and other
uses. Like new. Piclure on request. $35.00,
postpaid. Donald J. Gridley, Box 56, Ypsilanti,
Michigan 48197

(4-11-25{-20p)

FUEL at home or
FARM! Run cars, trucks, tractors, oil
furnaces. Federal § available. Income
potential. Say NO 1o BIG OIL &
OPEC! Manual tells how. FREE
Details. BLULITE ENERGY, Dept.
P-5, Box 21512, Concord, California
:gﬁ 1 ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

CHRISTMAS TREES WANTED: We need
Scotch Pine, Douglas Fur, Blue Spruce and White
Spruce up to 10 feet. We also need Christmas tree
plantations to manage and market. Fruithaven
Nursery. Inc.. Route 1, Kaleva. Michigan 49645,
517-349-1918 (4-64-37h)

FOR SALE: CHEVROLET TRUCK FRONT
AXLE. Complete with wheels and tires. also 32 ft
single chain grain elevator. Roy Moore, Route 1.
Box 36, Lawrence. Michigan. Phone
616-674.8578 13- 11-250)

WANTED: BARN WOOD. Call or write to Bams.
P.O. 7756, Ann Arbor. Ml 48107. phone
313.428-7993 (a-2:-160

AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Both
parents excellent working dogs. Good watchdogs
and good with children. Sharon Wagner. 3107
South Washburn Road, Davison. Michigan 48423,
Phone 313-6534758 4-11-256

LAND CLEARING and Bulldozing — by the hour
or by the job. Tom Tank, Eagle, Michigan 48822
Phone 517-626-6677 (4-1-18b)

1000 GUNS IN STOCK. Buy. sell, trade. Long
guns, pistols, black powder, bows 500 GUNS,
Duane Buockner, 11155 Sherman Bivd., Ravenna,
Mi 49451 Phone 616-853-2527 (12-10:-25p)

SHOCK BROTHERS LUMBER COMPANY
had hardwood saw dust for sale. $1.50 per yard,
picked up. 26800 Bunert, Waren 48089
313-777-6201 [10-4-206)

TREATED POSTS: 7 f1. 82 10. Call for pickup at
our Il, - 2655 J fle: Streef. Litchiield,

handk

g, marketing. disease,
alc. 248 pm ustrated.  Invaluable. $15.95
“VET SHEEP BOOK" recognition. treatmants, Ex-
ceflent lambing section, 178 pages. 300 photos.
$13.95 SPECIAL! Both above hardeover books.
$28 90, posipaid. Diamond Farm Book Publishers.
Dept. MEN, Box 266, Alexandria Bay, NY 13607
{3-3t.50p)

AQHA - 2 year old red dun gelding. Three year old
sorel gelding. Both with 30 days training by spring
Good mare with April breeding 10 Rapid Red Jack.
others. 'Evergreen Farms, LTD. Quaner Horses.
2194 5 Aurelius Road, Mason. Michigan 48854
517-628-2823 or 517-628-2789 (3-2r-43p)

DOGS

Michigan 49252 517-542-2989 {114 19%)

WORK SHIRTS AND PANTS, 6/$14.00,
coveralls 3/521.00. jackets 2/59.00, leather gloves
6 palr/$19 00. Catalog $1 .00, Call 203.574-4090
Sara Glove Co., Box 4069-C95, Waterbury, Conn
06704 4-11-30b)

SLOT MACHINE OWNERS: July 3. 1979, &
became legal 1o “possess only” a slot machine older
than 25 years. | will buy, repair or restore. Call or
write, William P. Daugharty, <705 Pioneer Trall,
Saginaw, 48604, 517-753-7037 (2-3-276)

NURSERY STOCK

BORDER COLLIE PUPPIES for salé. FPhone
517-543-3415, Olivet (@-11-66)

“THE FARMER'S DOG." best book maining
working dogs, fustrated, 162 pages, $11.95
“GOOD DOG™ basic training book for all breeds.
$10.95 "SHETLAND SHEEPDOGS.” $7.95
SPECIAL! Above 3-hardcover books. $26.95,
postpaid. Diamond Farm Book Publishers, Dept
MFN, Box 266, Alexandria Bay, NY 13607,
3-N42p)

biweekly in large uniform lots, weighing 40-60 bs.
Contact Bill Haas, 517-323.7000, Ext. 707,
(4-4-28b)

FOR SALE: Landrace boars and gits. also Duroc
boars and gilts. George Carpenter family, 6545
Cogywell Rd . Romulus, MI 48174, Phone evenings
313.721.0240 194230

LICENSED, DEPENDABLE, LIVESTOCK
HAULING, 1o Marlette. Cass City and Sandusky
Call Orvy Jelneck, 313.395-7296. Capec,
Michigan 5-4-170)

REGISTERED HAMPSHIRE BOARS &

GILTS for sale. Validated herd, Dale Terry

Palmyra. Michigan. Phone 517-263-5854
(10-4-150)

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED: TOY TRACTORS 1940-1965, John
Deere, Farmall, Case, #tc. w/mounted com pickers,
pull type combines. Bernal Tolsn, phone
517.287-5183. (250190

FAVORITE PHOTO? Blow it up into giant 2 by 3
ft. B & W poster, only $9.95, Livestock, children,
anything. Send photo (retumed unharmed) and
check to POSTER, Box 2223, Kingsiord, Michigan
49801 3-2:31p)

IF YOU NEED A REPLACEMENT OR STA-
TIONARY 5000 FORD MOTOR, with generator
and starter, ready to run, phone 313.229.2277,
T780 Challis. Brighton. Michigan (4-10-231)

FREE FRUIT CATALOG, Color catalog with 82
strawberry varieties, plus all other fruits. Write for
Iree copy. Grower since 1837. DEAN FOSTER
NURSERIES, Box MFN 80, Hartford, Michigan
49057 616-621-2419 (4-21-285)

ASPARAGUS, beautiful two year plants — $8.00
fifry. $15.00 hundred, all postpaid, guaranteed
Also select Mary Washington seed, $4.25 b, Fred
Zalka, Route 2. Bear Lake, Michigan 49614

43250 "
“VIRUS FREE" STRAWBERRY PLANTS
Midway, Sparkie, Eatliglow. 25-%4. 100-811,
500-841.50, Everbearing 2586, 100-$19, add

15% for shipping. &) Wolverton, 6197 Lake Road.
Millington, Michigan 48746. 517-871-2325.
14-21-29p)

SEED OATS MARINER Y.F.C, 210 bushels.
4044 test. germination 96. Wanted 18.4-38 duals 1o
fit M & W hubs (9 hole) Frankenmuth,
5176526612 14-1¢-230

“RED RASPBERRY PLANTS," comet. boyne,
latham. viking and heritage. $31.50 per 100, $225
per 1000, 15% shipping. &) Wolverton Nursery,
6197 Lake Road, Millington, 48746
517.871-2325 (3-31-26p)

ALL FARMS — need farms for Midwest and inter-

national buyers, Top dollar. Detalls: John Peck,

Four Seasons Realty of Lansing. 517-349-4260
(4-121.20b)

BY OWNER: 160 ACRES, 25 MILES SW
ALPENA. 40 acres clear. Excellent deer and turkey
hunting. Good timber. Creek and pond on property
$62,000. Land conkact terms. 9% interest
517-379-2351 (4-31-250-5b)

PEACH FARM - 35 acres in Watervliet Township
First class site. north slope. Write: Solid M. Spread,
Hartford 49057, or phone Solid-M-Chateau
616-424-3752. $152,000.00 firm. (4-d-250)

MIDDLELAKE 10 acres. 10 acres covered 20 year
pm Four lots, mdmd Barry C.. 3 miles,

C der trade \ per Dodge or
Fmd 616-267.5688 (2-61-250)
FOR SALE: Farm, 95 acres. Sandy loam, 65 plus

Beiding. For more information, call Mike or Janie
Petersen, 616-754-9347. (3-21-25f)

OF INTEREST
TO WOMEN

SAUSAGEMAKERS, GREAT! GERMAN
RECIPES, NO NITRATES! Frankfurters, sum-
maer, bologna. headcheese. venison & porksausage!
$1.00. Hamiltons, Box 652:131. New Ulm., Min-
nesota 56073 4-11-20p)

PECAHS‘ QUART EACH, HM’:.QVES. PIE(ES.

MEAL. Three-quart . .
Hermitage Farms, Box 143MF Hermitage. Tenn.
37076. (11201709

NOW! FROZEN TOMATO SLICES! Enjoy
garden fresh flavoe, year around! Complete, easy in-
structions. $1.00. Hamilions. Box 652-131. New
14-11-20p)

COLDWATER DILLPICKLES! Can in minutes!
No hot brine. Delicious. crisp, lactory secrets! Recipe
$1.00. Hamilons, Box 652-131. New Ulm, Min-
nesota 56073 4-11-20p)

SEWING SUPPLIES, PEARL SNAP
FASTENERS. 145 colors and styles Free catalog.
Bee Lee Company, Box 20558-MF. Dallas, Texas
75220 (3-10t-19p)

PICKLED? Old saloon keepers recipe lets you
pickle bolled eggs, meats. etc. EASY. Send $1.00
and SASE 1o PICKL,FD Box 2223, Kingslord.
Michigan 49801 3-21-24p)

Ulm. Minnesota 56073

MINIATURE DRY FLOWER ARRANGE-
MENT, 3" x 5 basker with handle. Pastels or
Earthiones, $7.50 Leonard Sherman, 9436
Douglas Road, Temperance. Michigan 48182

(4 11-200

HAY & SILAGE
LISTING

Michigan Farm Bureau Is making this Hay &
Silage Listing avallable as a service to Farm
Bureau members. Buyers and sellers can list
their needs and offerings in the classified sec-
tion of the Michigan Farm News, The service is
free to Farm Bureau members, If you have hay
for sale or want to purchase hay, simply mail
your request to Hay & Silage Listing, Michigan
Farm Bureau, P.O. Box 30960, Lansing. Mi
48909. Your ad, 25 words or less, should in-
clude the amount and quality of hay or silage
vou want to buy or sell plus your name, address
and phone number.

HAY FOR SALE: Alialia mixed. First and second
cuttings, 1800 bales, $.50 to $1.00 per bale. Arthur
Muir, Route 1, Grant, Michigan 49327. Phone
616-834 8215 14-11-256

FOR SALE: FIRST AND SECOND CUTTING
ALFALFA HAY:; also straw. Will deliver. Charles
Trinker and Sons, Dexter, Michigan Phone
313-475-7798 evenings 4. 31-216)

HAY FOR SALE: 125 tons good, eary cul

Timothy-Trefoll hay. 30 ton Clover-Timothy-Trefol

hay. Phone 906-478-6427. Rudyard. Michigan.
4-11-186)

SALE! BRIGHT WHEAT STRAW and alfalia

mix hay. $1.00 a bale while n lasts! Andy Stasink,

Edwardsburg. Michigan. Phone 616-663-8016.
14-1t- 200

FOR SALE: 1500 BALES OF ALFALFA AND
TIMOTHY, $.80 per bale. 30 tons choice alfalla.
Robert Guntle. Dowagiac, Michigen. Phone
616-782-8435 4.11.210
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FOR YOUR ESTATE
FROM FARM BUREAU LIFE

You can make your estate work effectively for you now, and for your heirs later, with the Estate Protector
life insurance policy. With the Estate Protector, you can:

¢ Avoid losses from forced sale of estate assets.

® Meet estate transfer costs without borrowing.

* Avoid the need for cash or liquid securities.

® Pay estate liabilities FOR the estate, not FROM the estate.
Guarantee the full amount of cash whenever death occurs.

Help the executor carry out the estate plan.

Estate Protector life insurance is purchased with level premiums. That means that your costs cannot be
increased by inflation. Also, guaranteed cash values and the build-up of dividends provide funds for
emergencies or education. Cash values can also be used as an additional monthly income when you retire,
allowing you to live in dignity and enjoy your golden years.

Begin your estate planning now, Call your professional Farm Bureau Life agent and ask about Estate Protector.

FARM BUREAU _

INSURANCE
GROUP

FARM BUREAU MUTUAL » FARM BUREAU LIFE o COMMUNIT‘( SERVICE INSURANCE

N
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