mi
2au

Vi '

MICHIGA N

FARNM NEWS

SERVING OVER 61,000 FARM BUREAU FAMILIES

DECEMBER, 1976

E hf Zarb Says

(,..,rter Should
Give Ag Energy

Top Priority

Agriculture has received
top energy priority in the
Ford administration, and
Federal Energy
Administration (FEA)
director Frank Zarb sees no
reason why the Carter ad-
ministration would not
continue such a policy.

“Food production is our
first and foremost concern,”
Zarb pointed out. ‘“The most
important thing is to see that
the farmer is not restricted in
his energy usage.

Zarb spoke at a press
conference prior to his
presentation at the Michigan
State University Energy

Alert Seminar held
November 10-11 in East
Lansing

The nation’s top energy
administrator also felt that
there really is not much
sentiment for creating
legislation to make a farmer
operate his machinery in a
more efficient manner. Some
environmentalists have
proposed that such legislation
be passed in the near future.

‘““Farmers have always
been extremely conservation-
minded,” Zarb pointed out. I

don’t see any need for the .

federal government to go
thumping around in the
farmer’s field dictating how
he should run his operation,”

Zarb  reported that
voluntary conservation ef-
forts throughout the country
were basically encouraging.

“Voluntary conservation
can be a very effective means
of lessening the demand for
energy,” Zarb pointed out.
‘““However there is still a very
serious energy problem in
this country. It’s going to take
the right combination of
sound energy policies and
citizens making buying
decisions in favor of more
energy efficient machinery to
get us out of the woods."”

Though energy demand has
increased tremendously,
Zarb does not feel that much
can be accomplished by
mandatory energy use
restraints.

In response to accusations
that the FEA has not yet
established a firm national
energy policy, the energy
chief outlined a five point
mandate he feel that the
country should operate on.
“We must

a. use the resources we
have the most efficiently we
can.

b. curtail energy imports as
much as possible.

¢. produce more oil
domestically. Production
must rise from the t8
million barrels a day to 12
million barrels to reduce
demand for foreign oil.

d. Coal production and
consumption must double.
Presently coal provides only
18 per cent of the nation’s
total energy supplies.

e. Increase the total amount
of this country’s energy
generated by nuclear power
from the present 9 per
centto 26 per cent. 1It’s
going to take a long time to
adopt a combined energy
production and conservation
program to reverse this

cheap oil philosophy.”

Former Secretary of Agriculture Earl Butz was a guest of the
Michigan Farm Bureau on October 20. He spoke at @ news con-
ference while in Lansing, relating how he intends to keep working for

agriculture.

Wlll advanced technology pull us ouf of ﬁlo energy crisis In time ? The windmill of fho pc.uf and ﬂu
Darrieus wind generator of the future outline progress so far. But energy experts af conferences
held during November, Michigan's "Energy Month", say that alternate energy sources won't be
practical until 1985. Even by the year 2000, wind energy will provide less than one per cent of the
country's total energy supply. Conservation seems the only hope.

Butz MFB Guest; Will
Still Work for Agriculture

Earl Butz may have
resigned as Secretary of
Agriculture, but he has
continued to make ap-
pearances in behalf of sound
farm programs.

One of these appearances
was at a Michigan Farm
Bureau sponsored press
conference in Lansing on

October 20. MF'B officials had
asked Butz to be their guest
on that date even before his

resignation.
He also attended the
Saginaw County Farm

Bureau Annual Meeting and
“I plan to continue working
for a free and prosperous
agriculture for some time to
come,” Butz pointed out at
the Lansing conference.
““This agriculture has market
orientation, essentially the
kind of farm program that the
Michigan Farm Bureau and
the American Farm Bureau
Federation has been working
for some time.”

Butz feels that the coun-
try’s Farm Bill for the past 5
years has been an extension
of his beliefs.

‘“The present Farm Bill will
expire in 1977,” the former
secretary explained. Since
it’s been working so well *I
advocate the continuation of
this pgoram.’”’ We have made
tremendous progress in the
past five years.

Since it went into effect in
1969, the present farm bill has
helped to double net farm
income, has tripled farm
exports and reduced the
governmental costs of
agriculture from over $4

billion to less than $500
million, Butz pointed out.

“Most of the savings to
taxpayers came in the
reduction of grain storage
costs from two million dollars
a day down to just about the
vanishing point,”’ Butz em-
phasizes.

Another reason for the
savings is the reduction of
governmental bureaucrats on
the farm, Butz adds.

‘“‘Health and Safety
Regulations imposed on
farmers have gone entirely
too far, but because of
feedback from the
agricultural community, the
federal Occupational Health
and Safety Administration is
starting to back down a lit-
tle,” Butz pointed out. “We
have to find a middle ground
in the regulatmns that apply
to agricultural chemicals and
equipment on the farm. If we
follow the pattern of extreme
regulation, we’re going to
have a difficult time in
meeting the challenges of
agriculture in the future.”

Providing enough food for
the expanding world
population is agriculture’s
number one challenge, Butz
emphasized.

(Con’t. on page 2)
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Membership Key
to Success

l urge Farm News readers to take note of the special
four-page membership section included in this month’s
edition. Members are urged to pass it on to friends and
relatives so that these people will know for sure what
Farm Bureau has to offer. Extra copies of the insert will
also be available through respective county Farm
Bureau offices for any member who is interested in
volunteering their time to help increase our roles in
1977.

Such help is vital at the county level if Michigan Farm
Bureau is to increase its membership for the 10th
straight year. A goal of 61,589 member families has been
established for 1977.

We are hoping that about 800 to 1,000 present members
will volunteer their time to educate potential new
members in the advantages of joining the Farm Bureau
organization. These volunteers are also needed fo make
sure that 1976 members sign up again in 1977.

The work of such volunteers has already been im-
pressive during the 1977 membership drive. As of
November 8, 18,727 members have signed vp for the
coming year. 17,478 are renewals, 1,164 are new
members and 85 are lifetime members. At this time in
1975, we had only 16,486 sign-ups. 15,790 were renewals,
only 575 were new members and 89 were lifetime
members. It certainly looks like we should be able to
make membership goal for the tenth straight year.

Two new programs will provide some spark of in-
terest to offer 1977 prospects. The newly incorporated
Safemark tire and battery program, which now has 19
dealerships in 20 counties, offers high quality products
at a low cost through group purchasing power,
especially in those areas of our State where no Farm
Bureau Supply service is available.

The Group Blue Cross-Blue Shield Farm Bureav
member program now offers two excellent ways to
provide financial security; through its comprehensive
coverage plan and the new low cosf econo-plan. Both are
reasons enough to join Farm Bureau.

A nearly endless list of advantages of a Farm Bureav
membership can be found on the back of the yellow
membership insert. But the only real way to translate
this information is through a personal visit. Only you
can determine whether membership will lose or gain
this year. Only you can tell prospective members how
important it has become to unify in one strong body.

Governmental regulatory agencies have and will
continue fo try and restrict a farmer’s ability to reach
top production through confusing, unnecessary rules.
Farmers in California were in danger of losing control
of their own property rights to anyone claiming to be a
defender of the farm worker. Legislation that would tie
a producer to a list of dictates as to how he could use his
machinery in the name of energy conservation is
currently being considered.

One man’s voice against this onslaught isn’t enough.
The unified voice of the Michigan Farm Bureau has
successfully opposed such rules in the past.

Of course, merely striving to defeat all adverse
legislation is shortsighted. Farm Bureau policy in such
matters has often been the one well voiced by former
Secretary of Agriculture, Earl Butz.

““We have to find a middle ground on regulation that
applies to agricultural chemicals and equipment on the
farm,’”” Butz said. "’If we follow the pattern of extreme
regulation, we’re going to have a difficult time meeting
the future challenges of agriculture.”

Helping Spirit Still Alive sutz conta.

Independence, the pioneer
farmer’s greatest asset
remains as strong as ever
today. But the old tradition of
helping those in need through
working ‘‘bees’’ has not been
lost either, as the Robert
Smith family of Coldwater
recently found out.

The Smiths, a member
family of the Branch County
Farm Bureau, were hit by
tragedy when Robert and his
sons Douglas and Dean were
killed in an airplane crash
September 16. They were on
their way back from Farm-
fest '76 in Lake Crystal,
Minnesota, when the accident
occurred. Ruth Smith has lost
a husband and two sons. Her
daughter Diane, wife of 1976
Branch County Farm Bureau
president Micheal Pridgeon,
had lost a father and two
brothers.

Just as real as their loss
was the 450 acres of corn,
spread over five farms, that
had to be harvested.

As soon as the first reality
had been faced, 138 volun-
teers attended a coordinating
meeting chaired by long-time
Smith family friend Blague

Knirk of Quincy. Knirk knew
from personal experience
that the second reality could
only be met with as much
help as possible. A corn
““bee” had helped his family
in time of tragedy, and he
quickly worked to organize
one to save the Smith crops.

So with five teams of
volunteers, one for each of the
farms, the harvest volunteers
set to the task on a cold, rainy
October 19. When the job was
done, over 200 men had
harvested 60,000 bushels of
corn with 32 combines and
hauled the precious cargo
safely to storage in wagons,
trucks and semi-trailer rigs.

Neighbors, friends,
workers from nearby grain
elevators and those just
wanting to help out had gotten
together, thanks to Knirk’s
foresight and Channel 7 on the
Citizen’s Band radio network.
No one had asked for a cent
for any of the harvesting or
hauling activities. Mrs. Smith
had provided fuel for the
combines, but the truckers
volunteered their gas as well
as their time.

i
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“The real challenge is to
double food production in the
world before the end of the
century because the world
population is going to in-
crease by 80 per cent in this
time period. We have to
consider providing enough
food so that the world's per
capita food intake can in-
crease as it has in the last
twenty years.”

To accomplish this goal,
agriculture must be given top
priority over other elements
in society, the farm
spokesman said.

“We must give precedence
to investments in irrigation
projects rather than in a new
jumbo jet, for example,”
Butz clarified. “If we don’t
adopt this kind of a priority
scale, we're going to have
real trouble within the next
ten years.”

Though his resignation was
brought up many times by
media present at the press
conference, Butz pointed out
that the matter was a ‘‘dead
issue.”

‘I suppose that if you're in
public life, you don’t have any
private life,”” Butz said. “I
paid a tremendous price for
an indiscretion in a private
conversation. But since my
resignation, many farmers
have indicated that there is a
tremendous amount of
support for me and what I
stood for."”

Butz plans to return to
Purdue  University in
January 1977 to assume a
position of  professor
emeritus. He will also con-
tinue to travel for speaking
engagements on behalf of
agriculture.

Mrs. Micheal Pridgeon, her husband Mike and Mrs. Ruth Smith take
time out to survey the harvest work done by over 200 volunteers. The
"people helping people” project harvested 450 acres of corn left
after Robert, Douglas, and Dean Smith were killed in an airplane
crash on September 16.

Many other legislative battles have been won for the
farmer through the efforts of county, state and the
American Farm Bureau Federation organizations.
They dealt with issues on transportation, tax reform,
marketing and trade agreements and a host of others.
Such victories would not have been possible if members
had not told of how poor legislative decisions would
affect them and then supparted the action their state or
county organization took.

The money saved through successful representation
of the farmer’s voice is invaluable. If the recent MI-
OSHA proposals on farm machinery safety standards
had passed, Michigan farmers would have lost an
estimated $650 million in farm equipment value.

Please ask your county president what you can do to
help make Farm Bureau an even more effective, unified
force for the benefit of all agricultural producers. He’ll
tell you that making sure that your neighbor plus one is
a Farm Bureau member is the most solid move you can
make for your organization.
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Agriculture To be hit
Hardest by Energy Crunch

Agriculture will be affected

' the most of any industry in

" the country if urban con-

Bill Brier, director of energy resources for the National Council of
Cooperatives, told Michigan State University Energy Alert Seminar
attendees that divestiture of major oil companies could lead to
severe shorfages of fuels in rural oreas.

MSU, MFB,

Help

at Energy Meeting

With the help of Michigan
State University and the

Michigan Farm Bureau, The
Energy Administration of the
Michigan Department of
Commerce received practical
suggestions on how to work
out an energy policy best

suited to the state’s
agriculture.
Larry Connor, an MSU

agricultural economist and
Claudine Jackson, Chair-
man for the Michigan
Farm Bureau's Women'’s
Committee, made up the
advisory panel for the
Agriculture workshop
segment of the Michigan
Energy Conservation Pre-
Hearing Conference held in
Lansing November 12-13. The
Conference was designed to

the plan once the plan is
written. Suggestions
developed at the conference
workshops are to be con-
sidered as working tools for
the development of the state
energy plan.

Ewing, director of
Information and Public
Relations for Michigan Farm
Bureau, was the agriculture
workshop moderator.

The workshop suggestions
were to provide additional
funding to energy con-
servation and research.

“Funding for research at
the university level has been
cut off drastically at a time
when we need more money
for research on energy
problems,: ‘‘Connor said.
Money is also short for the
reproduction of educational
materials.

management was
suggested to be one of the
most critical for im-
plementation into the state

“Manmmmarehdng
forced to crops on
}andthatispoorerthanwhnt

larry Connor, MSU ogricuitural sconomist, Claudine Jackson,
Chairman of the Michigan Farm Bursav Women's Committee and
Lorry Ewing, director of Information and Public Relations for MFB,
served as the Agriculture workshop panel at the Michigon Energy
Conservation Pre-Hearing Conference held November 12-13 in
Lensing. The workshops served to coordinate recommendations to
the proposed state energy plan.

. sumers don’t realize that
' there is a continuing energy
B y problem, a top energy

‘spokesman for farmer
cooperatives said recently.

Bill Brier, director of
energy resources for the
National Council of Farm
Cooperatives, made his

' comments at the Michigan

State University Energy
Alert Seminar held
November 10-11 in East
Lansing.

“Once the American-public
realizes that energy demands
will continue to increase at
the same time that critical

government because the
industry has failed to define
energy problems to the
satisfaction of the American
people.

We're
spreading
the woro

The problem deepens
because agriculture is gquite
inflexible when it comes to
energy conservation, the

specialist € ¢

““Production costs have
always induced the farmer to
be conservation-minded.
Even relatively new prac-
tices, such as no-till farming,
really don’t reduce the
demand for fuels that much in
the long run.”

“It would be unrealistic for
the country to expect reduced
energy demands for
agriculture because it is the
lifeblood and cornerstone of
this nation’s economy,” Brier
emphasized. ‘“‘Also, our
dependence on oil imports
makes the $22 billion in
agricultural exports vital to
the country’s balance of

ymmts.]l

Yet there has been much
sentiment expressed to
change energy policies so
that they would
affect agriculture, the co-op
spokesman pointed out. One
is the recent attempt to divest
major oil companies.

Cooperatives are especially
concerned about divestiture
because on-farm fuel supplies
are only about three per cent
of the total domestic market.
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“Divestiture would force a
restructuring of retail
markets by major oil com-
panies,”” Brier says. ‘“‘Since
rural markets have lower
margins than urban markets,
the rural markets might be
cut out of the distribution
system. Thus legislature
which would hamper major
oil companies’ supply lines
would make it difficult for
large segments of rural
America to find adequate
fuels for agriculture’s
needs."”

Such action would severely
curtail agricultural
production because
agricult;n-e m;s more
vulnerable to fuel shortages
than any other industry in the
nation. Even regional
shortages could drastically
affect the production and

produced commodity.

Legislators and the
American ¢ must also
understand that domestic
crude oil production must be
encouraged, Brier said.

“We have the resources to
provide enough of our own
domestic energy,”’ Brier
concluded. All we need is the
commitment to utilize it to

After the hustle of harvest-time comes the bustle of holidays.
Surrounded by good friends and good cheer. this is the logical
time to reflect on the good life Americans enjoy. O Good
food is an important part of that good life. And food is still
a better bargain here than in any other country. O Production
Credit Association people are proud 1o have helped many
farmers and ranchers make the most of the past year. PCA
people pledge themselves to continued assistance in the
months and years ahead. Happy holidays...from PCA.

» Farming is everybody's bread & butter /

the best advantage.”
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94th Congress left Much to Be Done

When the 94th Congress
convened in January, 1975,

many Washington observers
projected that the large
Democrat majority would
result in quick legislative
action on several issues.
However, when the 94th
Congress adjourned on
October 2, 1976, the compiled
record was far different than
most had expected.

For example, many im-
portant issues such as estate
tax reform, packer bonding,
and grain inspection did not
receive final consideration
until  just before ad-
journment. President Ford
vetoed 33 bills, but Congress
was able to override only 8
vetoes. Failure to override
vetoes occurred on some
issues strongly supported by
labor groups such as the
Common situs secondary -
boycott bill. The expectation
of a veto prevented House-
Senate conferees from sen-
ding a Consumer Protection
Agency bill to the Congress
for final approval.

the 94th Congress, a
total of 37,820 bills — 17,015 in
thel"lrstSasnonandmwﬁm
the Second Session - were

FARM BUREAU SERVICES. INC.

DEBENTURES

introduced. The legislative
record on agricultural issues
and the role of Farm Bureau
in these legislative record on
agricultural issues and the
role of Farm Bureau in these
issues is one of success. Many
important issues were
decided consistent with Farm
Bureau policy. These in-
cluded:

—Veto of the Emergency
Farm Act, which was
sustained by Congress;

~Veto of the Common situs
secondary - boycott bill,
which was sustained by
Congress;

~Enactment of the Beef
Research and Information
Act with valid referendum
provisions;

—Approval of key amend-
ments sharply limiting
coverage of Unemployment
Compensation to agriculture;

—~Enactment of grain in-
spection reform without
federalizing the system;

--Enactment of packer
bonding legislation to protect
producers selling direct to
packers;

--Defeat of federal land use

8 ‘8{(“’!1\ n
SR X o
000 \ilﬂ‘m

INTEREST ON DEBENTURES 5-10-15 year maturity

$100.00 Minimum Purchase

$100.00 Minimum Purchase

$100.00 Minimum Purchase

$1,000.00 Minimum Purchass

8% 5 Year Maturity
8%% 10 Year Maturity
9% 15 Year Maturity
8%% 10 Year Maturity
9%% 15 Year Maturity

%$5,000.00 Minimum Purchase

legislation;
--Enactment of federal
estate tax reform legislation;

--Failure of conferees to
meet on Consumer Protection

Agency legislation;
--Enactment of amend-
ments to the Federal

Insecticide, Fungicide, and
Rodenticide Act, removing
the requirement for states to
test private applicators of
restricted pesticides;
~Defeat of federal no - fault

automobile insurance
legislation;
--Defeat of federal

minimum wage legislation;
and

--Enactment of the
Railroad Revitalization and
Regulatory Reform Act.

Of the issues listed above,
federal estate tax reform
generated the most interest
and involvement among
Farm Bureau members.
Most members understand
the major provisions dealing
with estate tax reform, but
some confusion still exists
regarding the capital gains
tax provisions. The following
example of the capital gains
provision may help to clarify
the situation:

Current Law

An  individual buys
property on March 1, 1977,
for $50,000. Ten years later
the property has an ap-
preciated value of $75,000.
The owner dies and the
property is transferred by
will to an heir. The $75,000
becomes the basis of the
property in the hands of the
heir, but five years later he
sells it for $100,000. In this
case, one-half of the ap-
preciated value of the
property (325,000 divided
by 2 equals $12,500) while
in the hands of the heir
would be subject to capital
gains tax. :

New Law (Effective 12-31-
76)

An  individual buys
property on March 1, 1977,
for $50,000. Ten years later
the property has an ap-
preciated value of $75,000.

The net effect of the new
law, in the above example, is
a doubling of the amount
subject to capital gains tax
upon sale by the heir of
inherited property. However,
as long as the heir retains
title to the property and does
not sell it, there will be no
capital gains tax due. This
is an important factor for
family owned farms. The
capital gains tax provision in
the new estate tax law will be
the subject of considerable
discussion during the 1976
Farm  Bureau Policy
Development process.

The new 95th Congress is
scheduled to convene on

January 4, 1977, to begin its
First Session. All bills that
were not acted upon by the
94th Congress must be
reintroduced and begin their
route through the legislative
process all over again.

administration of President -
Elect Jimmy Carter will
undoubtedly affect many of
the bills that willl be rein-
troduced and will surely
result in many new bills of
interest to agriculture.
Legislation to replace the
current farm program, which
expires at the end of 1977, is
expected to be a high priority
item of both President - Elect
Carter and the 95th Congress.

Here’s a List
of Safemark Dealers

COUNTY DEALER ADDRESS AREACODE
& PHONE
Calhoun Marshall Farm Bureau Oil 1021 E. Michigan Ave. 616-781-8211
Wayne Gay, Jr., Manager Marshall, M| 49068
Chippewa Rike Equipment Company Route No. 1-Box 125 904-635-1241
E. Frank Rike Dafter, M| 49724
Copper Daniel Linna Route No. 1-Box 42 706-827-3483
Country Bruce Crossing, M1 49912
Copper Leonard Ollila Route No. 1 - Box 149 704-482-4487
Counftry Houghton, M1 49931
Gratiot Gilbert's Farm Service 3440 W, Monroe Rd. 517-463-5%983
Bruce Gilbert Alma, M) 48801
Hiawathaland Farmers Supply Company 717 Stephenson Ave, P06-786-4522
R.S.VanDyke Escanaba, MI 49829
Hiawathaland Fred’s Service Main St. 906-439-5121
Fred Woimanen Chatham, MI 49814
losco C &W Equipment Co., Inc. 2120 M-55 517-362-8133
Tawas City, M| 48763
iron Range Lori Feed Mill 120 9th Avenue 906-563-3472
Joseph Lori Norway, Mi 49870
Isabella Wiltse’s Safemark B493 5. Isabella Rd. 517-828-6477
Virgil Wiitse Shepherd, M1 48883
Mac-Luce Clifford McMichael RR Box 157 906-477-9911
Engadine, M1 49827
517-365-3644
Montcaim  Quisenberry Farms Route No. 1 517-365-3619
Gary Quisenberry Six Lakes, M| 488846 517-365-3054
Newaygo Grant Safemark Tire Service
21 N. Maple - Box 331 6146-834.7903
Harold Portell Grant, M1 49327
Oceana West Michigan Power & ISTM-20 616-861-5009
(Muskegon) Equipment, Inc. New Era, M1 49446
Osceola Evart Milling Company 201 E. 7th Street 616-734-2421
Loren Gerber Evart, M1 49631
Osceola Steve’s Tire Service 8880 W. County Line Rd. 616-825-2804
(Missaukee) Steven VanHouten Marion, M| 49645
Presgue Isle Kranio Feed & Farm Supply
3047 US 23, South 517-734.2083
William Kranzo Rogers City, M1 49779
Saginaw Hemlock Farmers Co-op, Inc.
South Pine Street 517-642-5920
Hemilock, M1 48626
St. Clair Markwart Oil Co., inc. 120 South Main 313-395-1711
Capac, M1 48014
Sanilac Mariette Oil & Gas Co. 2977 Main 517-635-2096
Marlette, M1 48453
Shiawassee Steven’s Tire Company 1301 W. Main S1. 517-123-178

Jim Fraley

Owosso, MI 48867

The owner dies and the
property is transferred by
will to an heir. The basis of
the property in the hands of
the heir becomes the value
of the property on
December 31, 1976, or later
if purchase occurred after
this date, which in this
example would be the
March 1, 1977 value of
$50,000. Five years later
the heir sells the property
for $100,000. Now, one-half
the difference between the
value of the property when
acquired by the deceased

State Annual Group

interest paid annually on September 1. The purchaser to be 3 i
Purchasing Special

offered the option to receive their interest in quarterly
payments on September 1, December 1, March 1 and June 1.

interest would start the date of purchase. :
One time only

This is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy these
securities. The offering is made only by the prospectus.

Steel disk blades at three or four places

across state for MEMBER pick up

25 blades minimum order

Order at annual or following week.

Order and payment deadline December 10, 1976
Delivery to drop points in mid-March

20" plain disk blades 9 gauge at $7,50 each

Ancther chance for members fo work together with
a group purchase for an economic advantage

rmen W e Do P

FarRmn
BUTBBU

Clip and mall this coupon ta:

Mr. H.R. Hansbarger

Farm Bureau Services. Inc.
Farmers Petroleum Cooperative, Inc.
P.O. Box %60

Lansing. Michigan 48904

| would like a copy of the prospectus and a call by a regis-
tered sales agent,

gl and the current ap-
Road RFD No. preciated value (350,000 Contact your county Foins - Dbt Sccrctm'y
City County divided by 2 equals $25,000) k Chai

would be subject to the or Safemar airman

. Prons

—

capital gains tax.
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Heart of the Allison methane digestor is this 77-foot long airtight
methane gas collection envelope. Animal waste is scrapped info the
pit below the cloth-reinforced plastic and left fo break down into
methane, carbon dioxide and hydrogen sulfide gases. The gases
inflate the envelope, which can hold about 6,000 cubic feet of gos.

Solar Gram Dry'mg --
Practical in Michigan?

Solar dry]ngmaynot
be pmchcal Michigan,
says a Michigan State
University agricultural

“I’'m really not optimistic
about the possibility of using
this technique by itself
because of this state’s
unreliable weather during
grain drying season,” says
Fredrick Bakker - Arkema
“Michigan’s high humidity
also can cause such
moisture content in corn that
it is impractical and even
dangerous to try to dry it by
solar epergy alone.” -

Bakker-Arkema is ex-
perimenting with a solar

Methane Digestors Could
Reduce Natural Gas Demand

Methane gas generated
from animal waste may not
be practical for cars and
tractors, but new legislation
and research could lead to the
gas being used to power
electrical generators on the
farm.

The legislation is H.R,
15145, the Family Farm
Energy Conversion Act
recently introduced by
Congressman Fred Rich-
mond (D-N.Y.) It joins
similar proposals introduced
by Senator Gaylord Nelson of
Wisconsin and Senator
George McGovern of South
Dakota.

The Energy Conversion Act
calls for a study of anerobic
digestors, which convert
animal and vegetable waste
into methane gas and fer-
tilizer. After this study, the
Department of Agriculture’s
Soil Conservation Service
would sponsor pilot
demonstration projects on
more than 100 family farms
throughout the country.

The digestor idea is not
new one. Municipal waste
treatment facilities use
methane gas generated in
huge generators to power
pumps and other assorted
machinery. But to date, no
one has found a way to use the
grade of methane gas for-
mulated in digestors as a
practical means to propel
vehicles.

“The gas must be com-
pressed to a great pressure
because it has only 60 per cent
of the energy value of natural
gas, Dr. Ted Loudon,
Michigan State University
agricultural engineer say’s.

“For example, the methane
gas needed to fill the regular
gasoline tank on a 100 hor-
sepower tractor would have
to be compressed to 3,000
pounds per square inch so
that the tractor could operate
for one hour,” the MSU ag
scientist points out.

The digestors have a three-
fold function: to provide

energy recovery, pollution
control, and nutrient
recyclmg.

“It would not be practical
right now to construct a
digestor with only one or two
of these functions in mind,”
Loudon says. “We can’t even
recommend that a farmer
utilize a digestor at this point.
However, some experimental
facilities have shown that the
system has a good future.”

Loudon feels that the
digestor system on Mason
County Farm  Bureau
member Jim Allison’s farm
near Custer is the closest of
any in the country to
becoming a practical unit,

The unit is the product of
three years’ work by Allison
and Gene Dahl of the Dow
Chemical Company. The two
have formed the Agricultural
Energy Corporation to
market the system once it
becomes feasible to do so.

To charge the digestor,
manure from Allison's 350
beef cattle is scrapped from
his feedlot into a 77 foot pit
half-filled with water. The pit
is lined and covered with
cloth - cloth-reinforced 30-
mill plastie.
provides an airtight seal.

Anerobic bacteria present
in the waste then break the
material down into a more
liquified form.

“In about two or three
weeks, enough methane,
carbon dioxide and hydrogen
sulfide gases have been
generated to raise the cover
to its full height,” Allison
says. “The envelope has a
storage capacity of about 4
million cubic feet.”

Allison and Dahl figure that
the 350 cattle excrete about
six tons of waste a day. This
means that each beef animal
generates about 15 gallons of
gas per day. :

To generate electricity, the
gas is burned as fuel in an
internal combustion engine
just as natural gas would be.
The methane is drawn into

The cover

the engine through a pipe
connected with the digestor
bag. The engine in turn drives
an electrical generator.

“We fully expect to meet all
our farm’s electrical needs in
this manner,” Allison says.
‘““This includes all heating in
the farmhouse, electrical
energy all around the farm-
stead, with some gas left over
to power the generator for
grain drying."”

Still, the cost of producing a
kilowatt through the digestor
system is higher than what
power can be purchased for
through commercial grids,
Loudon explains.

“If commercial electrical
power would cost about 3%
cents per kilowatt, then it
would be worthwhile to use a
digestor system for electrical
energy conversion alone,”
the MSU ag engineer points
out. “‘Once the Allison system
is perfected, the unit would
cost about $40,000. Much
more has gone into the
development of the unit as it
is now.”

The methane gas produced
in the digestor also is not as
pure as natural gas, Loudon
says.

“The gas coming from the
generator is about 60 per cent
methane,”” he explains.
“Therefore it produces only
about 600 BTUs of energy per-
cubic foot Natural gas, which
is comprised of about 99 per
cent methane, has an energy
value of a 1,000 BTUs per
cubic foot.”

Another inherent limiting
factor in the system is that
the digestor and the methane
gas must be kept at 95

sdegrees or above, Loudon

adds. This temperature must
be maintained because the
anerobic bacteria will not
become active to break down
the wastes below this tem-
perature. Also the gas will
condense and moisture will

form in the fuel lines below 95
degrees,
“We're solving this

problem by using the waste

collector that traps radient
heat energy from the sun,
much as a does.
Air blown through the
collector conducts this heat to
a grain drying bin. The
research is funded through a
grant from the Energy
Research and Dew: ent
Administration (ERDA).
Similar tests are being

conducted in Ohio, Illinois,

Indiana and Minnesota.

““These are really
feasibility studies to see if
solar grain drying is practicai
in any of these locations,
Bakker-Arkema pointed out.
‘“Though the results are by no
means final, applications of
solar grain drying could be
the Jleast successful in
Michigan. Humidity is not as
high in the other states, and
the lower moisture content of
the grain grown in the other
states could be dried out by
solar energy alone more
Saf&ly."

The moisture content of
corn must be 24 per cent or
lower before it can be
properly dried in a solar
operation, Bakker-Arkema
explained. Since the amount
of sunlight regulates the
amount of time it takes to dry
the corn to a safe 12 per cent,
drying is practical only where
the process can be ac-
complished in a relatively
short time. Bakker-Arkema
estimates that it would take
anywhere from 20 days to
several months to dry the 105
bushels of corn he has stored
in the test bin.

“You need to be able to
predict grain drying time
much more accurately to
prevent the feedstuff from
molding,” Bakker-Arkema
said. “The unreliability of
Mlchlgtan weather makes
accurate grain drying times
difficult. You must have a
consistant amount of sunlight
during November through
February to have a solar
drying system you can
depend on.”

Bakker - Arkema expects to
have his results by spring

1977. He cautions groducm‘s
not to be taken in by equip-
ment manufacturers

claiming that solar grain
drying is practical until
reliable research proves this
is true.

“It is possible that con-
ventionally - powered high
speed dryers could be used to
dry grain down to 24 per cent.
Then the grain could be dried
to safe levels by the solar
dryer. 1 would recommend
that anyone who attempts to
dry grain by solar energy use
such a system. The con-
ventional dryers could also be
used as a back-up system if
there was not enough sunlight
for solar drying.”

“Right now the cost of solar
drying is prohibitively ex-
pensive compared to con-
ventional means,” Bakker-
Arkema says. ““However, in
the long run solar drying may
be the only technique we can
use when LP gas becomes too
scarce or expensive.”

heat of the internal com-
bustion engine, Allison says.
‘““‘So far the engine has
provided enough heat even
through the winter.”

The methane digestor has a
more immediate future as a
odor and solid waste control
unit, Loudon pointed out.

“As a waste management
system and odor control
facility, the system can stand
by itself,” Loudon explains.
“The system can help pay for
itself because producers
really should have some sort
of waste storage facility. We
wouldn’t advise use of
digestor for this purpose
alone, though.”

Members of a recent tour to
the Allison facility could
authenticate claims for the
system’s odor control. Since
most of the gases that cause
noxious odors work out of the
waste during its decom-
position in the air tight
digestor, the liquified waste
that flows into a lagoon to the
side of the digestor has only a
mild aroma.

Allison has plans to use the
lagoon water for his own
system of “fertigation”. Most
of the nitrogen from animal
waste is conserved inside the
digestor.

“The water expelled from

the digestor into the lagoon
has more nitrogen content
than raw manure that is just
spread on the soil surface,”
Loudon explains.”” Though no
studies have been made of the
Allison lagoon  water,
research in other states, has
shown that the nitrogen
content in such lagoon water
is up to 40 per cent higher
than that of solid manure.

Solid manure has a large
surface area, Loudon ex-
plains. As it dries out in the
atmosphere, most of the
nitrogen escapes before it can
be incorporated into the soil.

“The digestor breaks the
solid waste down so that there
are no large particles in the
lagoon water to clog
irrigation rigs,”” Loudon
points out.

Proponents of the methane
digestor system point to
successful operating units in
France, India, Korea,
Hungary and South Africa.
There are also two or three in
Wisconsin, Minnesota and
other states. The advocates
claim that if the manure of
the 9 million cattle now in
feedlots were converted to
methane, this gas supply
would meet approximately 5
per cent of the country’s
demand for natural gas.



DECEMBER, 1976

MICHIGAN FARM NEWS

PAGE 7

IsAg Energy Conservatlon the Answer

Agriculture cannot be
called upon to conserve a
large amount of the total
energy expended in the
United States, a Michigan
State University agricultural
economist pointed out at a
recent energy conference.

“‘Agricultural production
consumes only about three
per cent of the country’s
energy total.”” Larry J.
Connor said. ‘‘Because of this
relatively low amount, it
would be difficult to call for
an energy policy that would
severely cut back on the
amount of energy used in this
industry.

The consequences would be
much more severe than the
benefits.”

Connor was speaking at the
Michigan Energy Con-
servation Pre-Hearing
Conference held November
12-13 in Lansing. This con-
ference served as a vehicle
for suggestions for the
proposed state energy plan.

“This is not to say that
energy cannot be practically
conserved on the farm,”
Connor pointed out. ‘“There
are many means that are now
being used and many that are
not, However, they must be
practiced in consideration of
the total economic impact.”

Ten to fifteen per cent of the
total energy now used in
agricultural production could
be saved without a major
shift in technology, Connor
explained. The capital ex-
penditures for more energy
conserving machinery would
cause food prices to rise.

“If overly stringent energy
policies were to enforce on
producers, areas where
irrigation is predominant
would suffer the most, Connor
said ‘“The tremendous
amounts of electrical energy
needed to operate pumps and
propel irrigation rigs would
have to be cut down, causing
many farms in these areas to
be abandoned.”

Next to be hit would be the
row crop farm areas, where
substantial amounts of fuel
used in soil preparation and
crop harvesting might have
to be cut back.

More reasonable means of
energy conservation could be
pursued in just about every
aspect of farming though,
Connor said.

“Some of the things far-
mers could do immediately
are to reduce the amounts of
fertilizers and pesticides,”
the energy expert explained.
“An accurate and frequent
soil testing program will
determine exactly where the
chemicals are needed and the
optimum time they should be
applied for the best utilization
of the materials.”

No-till operations do offer
some fuel-saving advantages,
but the producer should
consider whether the added
amount of herbicides needed
in this operation might negate
the fuel-saving benefits,

Another means of energy
conservation could be the

switching of crops grown in

an area, Connor said.

“For instance, it might be
practical to switch from corn
to soybeans, just on a con-
servation basis, rather than
on just a cash crop con-
sideration.

Connor believes this switch
is practical because a great
amount of nitrogen fertilizers
are needed to produce good
corn yields: The drying of
corn also consumes enormous
amounts of energy. Soybeans

do not nitrogen fer-
tilizers, and the crop can be
used for livestock feed
without drying, he adds,
“Grain drying uses up 20
percent of the total amount of
LP gas consumed in the
nation, Connor pointed out.”
If grain dryers were designed
in terms of energy efficiency,
rather than in terms on
capacity only, we would be
able to reduce the con-
sumption of LP gas con-

9 ‘siderably.”

Connor cited the natural
gas e as the most
critical energy problem
facing the country today.

Connor was careful to point
out that farmers cannot be
expected to solve land energy
problems by themselves.

“Land use policy is an
extremely critical en-
vironmental concern, but
little is being done about it,”
Connor said. “‘Good
agricultural land is being
used up by the urban sprawl,
while farmers are being

forced to produce on poorer
land. “Since it takes more
energy inputs to get good
yields out of such poor land,
this trend should be
corrected.”

Education and research are
the most important element
in getting producers to im-
plement some of the energy
conservation methods
available now, Conners said.

‘“The farmer also needs an
incentive program, one that
would show the direct
benefits of adopting these
techniques.”

NU PRe

Dairy Feed

Farm Bureau Services’ Cooperative Research
Farms has discovered a new way to increase
milk production. Nu Pro Dairy Feed helps

regulate*

soluble and

insoluble proteins

within the cows’ rations. Field tests show that
regulated protein aids in producing even more
milk in good dairy herds! Make more milk

production your goal.
Ask your Farm Bureau
feeds man about Nu
Pro Dairy Feed today.
He’ll tailor a program to
your herd’s needs.

*Patent pending

FarRMin
Buréau
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1977 County Membership Chairmen --
United to Serve Agricultulfe

* Gary Lathwell
Benzie County

o £
Steven Shook
Branch County

‘ P
Fred Pershinske
Mac-Luce

— N
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T

-Dave Pechens
Livingston County

Jim Van Tyne Sr.
Oakland County

§! , \Ha

Levi Van Tuyle Jr.
Cass County

l; ,
&
| == _ Siad

Deni Hooper

Northwest Michigan

Eugene Baker
Hilisdale County

Tom Atherton
Genesee County

Dan Linna
Copper Country

p— 3 ..—"‘--
— -
= 3

Betty Brodacki
Macomb County

Henry Jennings
Genesee County

Dan Bay Don Davis
Clare County

Shirley Guernse
Wexford County

S E—— .
Y ——

Larry Gould
Lenawee County

Roy Shankel
Gratiot County

Elenor Honkala
Iron Range

gl

o, g
Gerhardt Kernstock
Bay County

Eilmer and Rachel Michell
Osceola County

Betty Traver
ingham County

b =

-

Allen Shepherd
Calhoun County

Isabella County

Gunter Kusig
Menominee County

Barb Trotz
Washtenaw County

--‘ . /_‘-'
Allen Dutche
Shiawassee County

3

Arlene Weaver
Eaton County

Waino Rajala
Hiawathaland

Franklin Schwiderson
Chippewa County

Bill Ruhlig
Wayne County

MAFC Annual Dec 8

MAFC Annual Meeting and
State Co-op Clinic to be held
December 8, 1976 at the
Hilton Inn in Lansing.

It is expected a record
crowd of managers and
directors from Michigan
agricultural cooperatives will
attend the annual event.
Reports of operations and
election of council members
for a one year term will be
part of the business session.

The luncheon speaker will
be B. Dale Ball, Director of
the Michigan Department of
Agriculture.

Other program par-
ticipants will be: Report on
the Governors task force
studying ‘‘The Single
Business Tax'' by Lt.

Governor Damman, in-
troduction of county ex-
tension staff by Jacob Hoefer
acting Dean of Agriculture,
MSU, ‘‘Cooperatives’
Challenge and the 1977
Congress” by Paul Weller,
Vice President, National
Council of Farmer
Cooperatives, Washington
D.C., a discussion of
‘“Tomorrow’'s Energy and
Electrical Rates by William
Brook, President, Michian Ag
Conference and Vernor
Smith, Manager, Tri County
Electric Cooperative, Por-
tland.

MAFC members are en-
couraged to bring a member
of the county extension staff
as a guest to the meeting.
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Safemark Program Off to Good Start

The Michigan Farm
Bureau - sponsored Safemark
tire and battery program “‘for
Farm Bureau members
only”, has been operating for
two months, and already 20
County Farm Bureaus. have
approved its operation.

“Through the work of these
counties’ Safemark Com-
mittees and the Lansing
Home Office Staff, 18 dealers
have been approved to handle
Safemark shipments,” Gene
Greenawalt, MFB coor-
dinator for the program says.

Under the Safemark
program, Farm Bureau
members can purchase
tractor, truck and auto tires
and batteries at a reduced
price without sacrificing
quality, Greenawalt points
out. A group purchase plan,
low overheads and dealer
control through the County
Farm Bureau makes such
prices possible he adds.

“Part of the savings comes
from our ‘cash only’ policy,”
Greenawalt explains. ““This
eliminates extra bookkeeping
costs. Members can also be
assured that prices are
controlled through a single
statewide pricing system.”

Saving members money
while providing them with
top-line products is what
Safemark is all about. The
program was initiated by the
American Farm Bureau
Service Company in 1965 for
just that purpose. 40 state
Farm Bureaus sponsored the
program by 1975. Baling
twine, disc blades and grease
and oil are offered for sale in
some of these states.

“Its been estimated that
the Safemark program saved
Farm Bureau members over
$8 million over competitive
lines in 1975,”" Greenawalt
points out.

Michigan became the 4ist
state to operate the money -
saving program in September
of this year. The Michigan
Farm Bureau Board of
Directors, after careful
consideration of the
program’s record in other
states, voted to initiate the
program on February 23,
1976.

The Board also considered
the findings of a committee
established in June 1975, to
survey the support County
Farm Bureaus would give to
such a purchasing program.
Nearly 91 percent of the
County members surveyed
were in favor of the statewide
purchasing program.

Dealers are beginning to
see some of this interest.

“We've had a lot more
inquiries than sales, but it
takes time for a good
program like this to get
established,”’ says Loren
Gerber, manager of the
Evart Milling Company in
Evart. His firm is of one of
two Safemark distributor-
ships in Osceola County.

Gerber reports that most of
his sales have been in tractor
tires. He has a warehouse full
of truck and auto tires, as
well. He does not sel! a

competitive line of tires, but
is disturbed that sometimes a
farmers frugalness may
cause them to opt for
cheaper products.

“The biggest problem with
Safemark is that sometimes
farmers are more interested
in saving money on the initial
cost of the tire or battery,
rather than buying a quality
produce,” Gerber explains.
“Our line doesn’t cost more

than the cheapest line of tire
products. We know that
producers will learn the value
of better quality rubber
through bad experiences with
the cheaper products
though.”

General Tire Company
makes Safemark tires to
AFBSC’s own specifications,
Greenawalt points out.

Gary Louis, Manager for
Safemark’s Osceana County

dealership, West Michigan
Power and Equipment, Inc.,
in New Era, also has quite a
bit of response to the
products.

“People really don't know
the line well enough yet, and
anyway this is not a prime
tire buying period,” Louis
explains. “We expect a real
increase in sales in the spring
and summer.”

Louis is confident because

of the large number of Farm
Bureau members in his
territory,

““We’re also doing our bit to
provide more exposure to the
products,” Louis points out.
‘‘We have shown the products
at County Annual meetings
and other functions. We know
we're offering an excellent
deal, and that Farm Bureau
members will take full ad-
vantage of it.”

Test results from a leading midwestern
university confirm that fertilization does
affect crop stress. Under-fertilized crops
tend to be thirstier crops. By the same token
full fertilization helps crops deal with stress
caused by overabundance of water. A pro-
gram of Full Fertilization with quality Farm
Bureau fertilizer is the best way to assure
high crop yields and better profits.

Get Ready for Spring Now and Save

Your Farm Bureau dealer can work out a
Full Fertilization program based on your
soil conditions. You can order and take
your fertilizer now, to be sure you have the
proper type and amount when you need it
this Spring. You save dollars per ton be-
cause of our Winterdiscounts. .. You
save time with fewer planting

- service to help you get better

Full Fertilization...
Assures A Better
Total Crop Profit

Fertility Helps Solve Crop Stress Problems

Farm Bureau Means Total Service

Your Farm Bureau dealer
is a pro. He has the know-
ledge, the products and the

total crop profits. He carries
the full range of popular
and effective fertiliz-
ers — including Hurry-
up™ high analysis starter
fertilizers, anhyrdrous,

bulk-blends, and others.
Ask the Farm Bureau |
people today . ..and be |
ready this Spring!

BUreau

FARM BUREAU SERVICES, INC
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MFB Tour Lets Blind Children “See” Farm

hghwn-Couﬂfy Farm Bureau member Vivion Lott tells students of
school for the blind how a cow is milked; school volunteer Paul Cutler

looks on.

Feeling a shovelful of com silage gave the children a better un-
derstanding of the cow's eating habits.

Grain inspection officials in
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) are
taking steps to implement a
grain  inspection and
weighing law signed Oct. 21
by President Ford.

A new Federal Grain
Inspection Service (FGIS),
required by the law, will be
established in USDA, ef-
fective Nov. 20. Initially, the
agency will be staffed by the
778-man grain inspection
force now employed by
USDA’s Agricultural
Marketing Service (AMS).

Plans are underway to
recruit additional samplers,
inspectors, weighers, and
weighing supervisors
necessary to carry out the
legislation’s provisions.
Many of the people currently
employed by designated non-
state inspection agencies at
export markets will be of-
fered positions with the new
Service.

In general, under terms of
the U.S. Grain Standards Act
of 1976, all grain exported
from the United States must
be inspected for a deter-
mination of grade before it is
shipped overseas. The
original inspection must be
performed by the FGIS or by

states that have been
delegated export inspection
authority by the FGIS ad-
ministrator,

Similarly, all grain that
comes into or goes out of any
export facility in the United
States must be officially
weighed, with the entire
wei ess supervised
by the FGIS or by states that
have been delegated
weighing authority by the
FGIS administrator. The
supervising federal or state
official must certify the
weight of the grain,

Ten states are eligible to

~apply for delegation of export

inspection or weighing
authority: California,
Oregon, Washington,
Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Alabama, Mississippi,
Florida, South Carolina, and
Virginia. Together, the 10
states account for roughly 25
percent of all US. grain
exported each year,

For domestic grain,
marketed at inland locations,
the present inspection
arrangement continues, with
FGIS officials authorized to
designate private firms and
states to operate as official
agencies in specifie
geographic areas. The

School leisure director Kathy Ryan and student volunteer Donna
Kulazenka waich as students get better acquainted with two calves

on the Lot farm.

i's feeding time for the calves, some of which were only o few

days old.

USDA Gearing Up for New Grain Inspection Law

federal role is generally
limited to supervising the
activities of the official
agencies and performing
appeal inspections when
requested to do so. The new
law allows FGIS officials to
suspend or revoke an official
agency’s designation and use
federal graders to perform
the service  until a
replacement can be found.

Under the new law, passed
by Congress Oct. 1, weighi
of domestic grain at inland
locations like inspection, is
generally voluntary. At a
facility using inspection
services, however, FGIS

officials can require super-
vision of w if they

believe it necessary. Officials
believe many private or state
agencies providing inspection
services at inland markets
will also ask to be authorized
to perform  weighing
supervision. In all cases
where private grain com-

panies elect to have Federal
supervision of weighing of
domestic grain with super-
vision by state or private
personnel, FGIS officials
must exercise close sur-
veillance over the weighing
operation.

In addition to its revising
the present national grain
mspectxc&in syalstemandaddlfng
to it official weighing for
export and domestic grain,
the U.S. Grain Stan Act
of 1976, among other items:

--Institutes new
prohibitions against conflict
of interest relationships
between private or state
agencies and the grain
companies that use their
inspection and weighing
services;

~Requires individuals and
firms that export U.S. grain
to register with the FGIS;

--Increases civil and
criminal penalties for anyone
who violates the U.S. Grain
Standards Act of 1976, and
allows the administrator of
the FGIS to assess a $75,000
fine for each violation; and

-Directs FGIS officials to
make a study to determine
the effectiveness of the
present U.S, grain standards.

USDA officials noted they
are receiving many inquiries
on the new grain inspection
law. Additional information
on implementation of the law
will be made available
through fact sheets to be
issued soon.

Large implements also
attracted a lot of attention.
:he Y hergf machinet?e}

uge pieces

ul‘l)y in order to get a
better idea of their size, and a
few inquisitive boys were
interested in how the big
tractors operated.

After the tour the kids were
treated chocolate milk and
seranaded the Lott family
with a rousing version of "Old
McDonald had a Farm.” The
tour was arranged through
the combined efforts of the
Lott family, Kathy Ryan,
director of leisure activities
for the State School for the
blind, and Jim Bernstein, of
the information and pubhc
relations staff of The
Michigan Farm Bureau.

Sound, smells, and things to
feel delighted about 25
students of the Michigan
School for The Blind on
October Fourth. The
children, all visually - han-
dicapped, were able to visit
the farm thanks to Ingham
County Farm  Bureau
Members Marvin and Vivian
Lott.

As Vivian conducted the
tour through the various farm
buildings, the kids mocked
different animals that their
keen i senses were
able to pick up. “Moo-0-0,”
““quack, quack,” were noises
coming not only from cows
and ducks, but also from

happy children.
A walk through the barn
keyed another sense,

especially when the smell of
manure permeated the air.
Many children made their
barn visit brief. “It stinks in
there,” they claimed.

The domestic animals on
the Lott farm were more to
the liking of the students. The
three dogs -- Laddie,
Brownie, and Coca - Two
kittens, and several ducks
;viere fondled throughout the

sit.

Pajtas To
Soybean Comm.

Gov. William G. Milliken
Thursday announced the
appointment of John S.
Pajtas, 4141 E. Copas Rd.,
Owosso, to the Michigan
Soybean Committee, for a
term expiring September 23,
1977.

Pajtas, a farmer for the
past twenty years and
Shiawassee County Farm
Bureau member, will serve
as a representative for
District No. 5 representing
Clinton and Shiawassee
counties. His 480-acre cash
crop operation consists of
soybeans, wheat, corn and
navy beans. He plants 150
acres of soybeans annually.

He is chairman of the
Michigan Farm Bureau
Soybean Producers, member
of the Michigan Farm Bureau
Shiawassee County Land Use
Committee, former chairman
and present member of the
Shiawassee County Michigan
Farm Bureau Soybean Action
Committee, the American
Farm Bureau Soybean
Advisory Committee
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Farm Bureau
d - United to  ©
IServe Agriculture

The purpose of Farm Bureau is to unite farm families to analyze their
problems and formulate action to achieve educational improvement, economic

opportunity and social advancement and, thereby, to promote the national well-
being.

What is Farm Bureau?

X Farm Bureau is a free, independent, non-governmental, voluntary

organization of farm families. It is the nation’s largest general farm
organization.

Farm Bureau is local, statewide, and national in scope and influence. It is

organized to provide a means by which farmers can work together toward the
goals upon which they agree. :

X It is wholly controlled by its members and is financed by dues covering

county, state, and the American Farm Bureau Federation membership paid
annually by each member family.

Because it is a farm family organization, Farm Bureau’s basic strength stems

from the involvement of a substantial portion of the membership in local and
state organizational activities.

X Programs and activities are designed to meet the needs of farm families and

to ‘‘achieve educational improvement, economic opportunity and social ad-
vancement’’.

Policy decisions are made by members through a development process which
give individual members numerous opportunities to influence policy.

The viewpoints of Farm Bureau members, as expressed through official

policies, are represented before the Legislature and Congress by full-time staff
serving as Legislative Counsels.

Why Families Join Farm Bureau

P To improve their economic well-being as participants in the best organized,
1 f most influential farm organization in the world.

* To preserve a private competitive enterprise system.

% To become better informed on issues affecting them.

Y  To participate in the surfacing, analysis and solution of local problems.
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‘Farm Bureau Affiliates Serving You

Farm Bureau
-Insurance Group

When Farm Bureau Insurance Group was founded in
1949, its cornerstone was Member service. Our com-
mitment to Member service today is as strong as ever,
and after nearly 27 years, many varied programs have
been developed. A .

GUARANTEED AUTO INSURANCE: Extended
through 1981, this program guarantees that any FBIG
named insureds or spouse having a personal auto policy in
force for 55 days and maintaining current MFB mem-
bership will not have their auto insurance cancelled. Since
auto insurance was first offered to MFB members in 1949,
the competitive structure of auto rates has offered
striking proof that a rural oriented insurance company
can best serve the farm community.

CHARTER LIFE AND DIVIDENDS: The support of
those members who helped create Farm Bureau Life in
1951 has been well rewarded by strong investment
returns. Charter Life policies, purchased for member,
their children and grandchildren, today pay a Special
Charter Life dividend of 60 percent. Combined Special
Charter Life and regular dividends in most cases exceed
the insured’s annual premium. The handshake and
promise of 1951 has been especially significant for the 3000
Farm Bureau Members who purchased these original
Charter Life policies. Twenty-five years after Farm
Bureau Life’s start nearly 80,000 life policies for FBIG
insureds are in force, with total benefits already paid
since 1951 exceeding $50 million.

FARM BUREAU MEMBER LIFE: Introduced in 1974
for the exclusive benefit of Farm Bureau members and
their families, this low cost insurance plan — $25 annually -
-now protects over 7,800 families, with 190 claims already
paid now totalling over $202,000 in benefits. Over 5,800
Member Life policyholders already have received an
automatic 10 per cent increase in member protection
following the plan’s favorable results in the first year.

ACCIDENTAL DEATH AND DISMEMBERMENT:
Farming remains one of the most hazardous professions.
Updated in 1975, this nine year old provides
member death benefits due to accident of $2,000 and
provides $1,000 in death benefits on the Member’s spouse
and $500 in death benefits for children. Benefits for
dismemberment range from $1,000 to $250 for members
and spouse, depending on the severity of injury.

ESTATE PLANNING: Farm estate planning has long
been a specialized service offered by FBIG. With four full
time Estate Planning Specialists and Home Office back-
up, FBIG’s estate planning service is a team effort in-
volving the farmer and his family, lawyers, trust officers
and highly trained insurance agencs. With death,
disabling injury and other unforseen contingencies to
guard against, estate planning is instrumental in keeping
the farm in the family.

MEMBER REWARD PROGRAM: Every Farm Bureau
member prominently displaying a Member Reward sign
on his premises is eligible for this program. A $200 reward
is offered for information leading to the arrest and con-
viction of persons commiting theft, arson or vandalism to
Member premises or to Member automobiles and trucks.
Over 1,000 Farm Bureau members are part of this crime
deterrent program.

AG WORK COMP SAFETY DIVIDEND: Dividend
checks totalling more than $162,000 were mailed out in
November to more than 2,000 Farm Bureau members
participating in FBIG's Agricultural Worker's Com-
pensation Safety Group program. The dividend, which
equalled 15 per cent of each policyholder's annual
premium, was the result of the Safety Group's excellent
safety record and low Worker’s Compensation losses in
the July '75 to June '76 period. Available only to Farm
Bureau members employing agricultural workers, four
dividends totalling more than $343,000 have been declared
since the program’s inception five years ago. Based on the
actual safety experience of all participating members,
dividends can range from-5 per cent to 45 per cent.

GUARANTEED ARREST BOND CERTIFICATE: The
back of each Farm Bureau membership card contains a
guaranteed arrest bond certificate which guarantees bail
for any member when arrested for specified violations of
any motor vehicle or traffic law ordinance. This
guarantee applies to violations throughout the United

" MACMA

The Michigan Agricultural Cooperative marxeung
Association, Ien. (MACMA) provides group marketing
and related services to Farm Bureau members. MACMA
is designed to increase the bargaining power of farmers
through "group action in the market place.

MACMA is a voluntary membership organization,
operating under the Federal Capper-Volsted Act and |
Michigan laws as a bargaining and marketing |
cooperative.

MACMA marketing services have the objective of
obtaining the full market value for commodities that |
members produce. Marketing used to be simple. The |

farmer took his produce to town and sold it to a large
number of small buyers and customers. Marketing is no
longer simple. It's a complex business with ever-changing
concepts, new approaches, and new directions.

Farm Bureau members use MACMA services by
joining one of the thirteen commodity divisions. MACMA
is currently providing group action services for
processing fruit, processing vegetables, feeder pigs,
feeder cattle, and retail farm markets.

service to member program and as a marketing program
to expand the sales of Michigangrown products.
MACMA is one of the largest multi-commodity
marketing associations in the nation. Its unique approach
to unify commodity marketing activities and its affiliation

! with the Michigan Farm Bureau has many advantages

which work to the benefit of MACMA members.

MACMA consists of commodity - divisions geared to the
needs of particular commodities. Each division has a
marketing or operations committee, elected from the
membership, with the responsibility of planning and
carrying out their particular commodity division
programs. Each division conducts a specialized
marketing service, but every division provides members
with timely information through newsletters and
meetings.

The organizational philosophy of the Michigan Farm
Bureau is deeply rooted in the basic principles
democracy, and democracy is successful only when there
is knowledge and participation. That is the principal upon
which the Community Farm Bureau Group Program is
based. -

Throughout the state, in every county, groups of
families meet informally in one another’s home to discuss
issues and recommend action or take action which will
lead to their solution. Every meeting is an opportunity for
Farm Bureau members to suggest to Farm Bureau what
they think should be done to meet the common problems

of farm people at the county, state, national or in-

ternational levels.
To become a part of a program dedicated to analyzing

problems, formulating action, educational improvement,
dignity of the individual and preserving our heritage
contact your county Farm Bureau secretary.

MASA

MASA was incorporated in 1956. The purpose of the
organization is to provide service and assistance to
members of the association and to render all types of
service required by members employing farm laborers.
Labor Management

Today’s farm employer must not only compete for the
available labor supply, he is faced with a complex set of
laws, regulations, and practices which define how he will
compete in hiring and retaining the type of employee he
needs. Wage and hour laws, Social Security, Workman'’s
Compensation, hazardous occupations, child labor,
Occupational Safety and Health Act, housing standards,
unionization, liability insurance, strikes, boycotts, labor
contract negotiations, farm labor records, and anti-
discrimination laws are all part of today's farm labor
management.

Consulting Service Available

Just as he has turned for assistance and guidance to
specialists in production, finance, and marketing, the
manager of today’'s farm business needs assistance in
avoiding labor problems where possible, and preparing to
meet and deal with problems when they arise. This type of
assistance can best be provided by farmers pooling their
resources. Only then can agricultural employers ef-
fectively deal with the problems on an industry-wide
basis. MASA provides a consulting service for members
concerning labor management problems.

Several years ago, farmers balanced the scales by
forming mutual insurance companies to meet their needs.
They pooled their resources to spread the risk and un-
derwrite the costs. This is what MASA is designed to do
with today’s labor situation.

Farm Bureau Services

Farm Bureau Services, Inc., originated in 1920 with a
Seed and Supply Department of Michigan Farm Bureau.
The Supply Service Department of Michigan Farm |
Bureau was separately incorporated in 1929 as Farm
Bureau Services, Inc. The Michigan Elevator Exchange
was organized as a separate cooperative by local co-op
elevators and became a division of Farm Bureau Services
in November, 1962.

Farm Bureau Services, Inc. is a federated cooperative |,
organization owned by Michigan Farm Bureau, 96 af-|

filiated farmers’ cooperative associations and 14,750
farmers.

A dealer organization of over 125 points, including its
own 22 branch stores throughout Michigan, a wholesale
warehouse and store in Jenison, a supply center at
Carrollton and a number of local elevators under
management contracts, provide service to an estimated
75,000 farmers. :

Farm Bureau Services is an extensive cooperative
handling thousnds of items and performing many services
for Farmer Patrons.

1977 Farm Bureau members may utilize their $5.00
Purchase Certificates at participating dealers towards
the purchase of Farm Bureau Services’ farm supply
items.

The leadership provided by Farm Bureau Services,

““Member to member” high quality food products are j farmer - owned and controlled, plays an important role in

distributed through county Farm Bureaus both as a

stabilizing priced and maintaining the quality of farm
supplies in Michigan.

. Farm Supply: feeds, fertilizers, chemicals, seeds ana
hardware.

. Statewide retail dealers with one-stop service.

. Grain and bean 'marketing.

. Sound financial assistance.

Farmers Petroleum

In 1920 and 1921, The Supply Services Department of
Michigan Farm Bureau mentioned “handling some oil.”
By 1929, Farm Bureau Services was distributing some
motor oils. But it was in 1949 that the petroleum business
really got started. That was the year FARMERS
PETROLEUM COOPERATIVE, INC., became a
separate corporation.

Objective of the new petroleum cooperative was, “To
assure a source of quality petroleum supplies whose
specifications surpass the rugged needs of agriculture and
to do this job for the cooperative’s stockholder - patrons at
the lowest cost, thus adding to their economic betterment.
This objective is still the major goal of Farmers
Petroleum Cooperative.

Crude 0il Production. One of the compelling reasons for
the incorporation of FPC was the need to secure basic
sources of supply. With this in mind, the first erude oil

- wells were acquired in 1949 in Gladwin County, Michigan.

.-At the present time, FPC has interests in many oil wells
located in Michigan and Illinois. Production from these
wells supplies approximately 12 percent of the daily liquid
fuels sales requirements for the cooperative.

The crude oil is basically exchanged for finished fuels
which is refined to the cooperative’s specifications. The
additional fuel required to meet sales demands is pur-
chased using the same rigid quality standards.

During 1976 Farmers Petroleum Cooperative, Inc.,
joined with eight other interregional cooperatives to
purchase a refinery at East Chicago, Illinois called CF
Petroleum, Inec.

Farmers Petroleum Cooperative serves Michigan
farmers with a complete “‘top” quality line of petroleum
supplies and services available throughout the state from
their 47 service centers.

. Quality liquid fuels: Power Balanced gasolines, Custom
Diesel fuels and Flame Balanced fuel oils,

. Top quality lube oils and accessories.

. Performance proven CO-OP tires.

. Statewide retail dealers with one-stop services.

. Special services: farm and field tire service, oil burner
repair and maintenance, financial assistance.

Farmers Petroleum is a farmer - owned and controlled
co - operative organized to stabilize prices and maintain
the quality of petroleum supplies in Michigan.

Farmers Petroleum, through its participating dealers
are accepting the 1977 Farm Bureau Member $5.00
Purchase Certificate.

Group Purchasing Inc.

The newest member of the Farm Bureau Affiliate
Companies is the Michigan Farm Bureau Group Pur-
chasing, Inc., which was incorporated on February 23,
1976. This new company provides economic service to
members only through the sale of top quality tires and
batteries at the lowest possible cost with a cash - only
program through local dealers who are selected by the
County Farm Bureau.

This committee of the County Farm Bureau works with
the local dealer and the local membership by promoting
and advertising the program. They also counsel their
local dealers on the kind of inventory that is needed by the
local membership.

By the third month of operation, 21 safemark dealers
have been approved by 19 counties and are stocking tires
and batteries for the use of the local Farm Bureau
members. The program stresses basically the following
points: top quality of tires and batteries, the lowest
possible cosf, a cash-only program and available to Farm
Bureau members only.
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Ray Wood has been named

as the new Regional
Representative for the

reorganized North region. He
was formerly employed by
the City of Sault Sainte Marie
as a tax assessor. Wood is a
graduate of Lake Superior
State College and holds a B.A.
degree in Social Science.

Ag Labor

Rules
Defined

The Michigan Commission
on Agricultural Labor has
announced a clarification of
the state’s construction code
act as it relates to seasonal
farm labor housing.

A commission
spokeswoman said,
*Seasonal farm labor housing
which is licensed under the
Agricultural Licensing Act is
exempt from requirements
for building permits and code
compliance.”

‘‘However,” she said, ‘‘the
Bureau of Construction Codes
wants it clear that this
exemption applies only when
building structures are
utilized solely for seasonal
farm labor ing."”

If the housing is used for
other , the state's
construction code act must be
followed.

For example, if the
seasonal farm labor housing
is rented out in the off season,
the Construction Code Act
requirements apply.

This structure would then
require a certificate of oc-
cupancy prior to use.

Another special case in-
volves the use of mobile
homes for migrant housing.
Any mobile home purchased
after December 6, 1974,
requires a smoke detector
and fire extinguisher.

Currently under the
Agricultural Camp Licensing
Act, seasonal farm labor
housing is inspected by the
Michigan Department of
Public Health.

MASA Open

House at Annual

The Michian Agricultural
Services Association (MASA)
cordially invites Annual
Meeting delegates and their
friends to a hospitality hour
Thursday, December 2 in the
Continental Room of the
Pantlind Hotel. Represen-
tatives of MASA will be
present from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m.
Refreshments will be served.

Charles Buchholz has been
named as the new Regional
Representative for the new
Southeast Region. He is a
graduate of Northwood
Institute with a B.S. degree in
Business Administration and
an Associate Degree in
Banking and Finance.
Buchholz was formerly the
executive vice-president of
the Farmers and Manufac-

turers Beet Sugar Association.

=

Don Currey has been
named manager for the  Michiga

b
“John VanderMolen has
been named as the new
Regional Representative for
the i Southwest
Region. He had been em-
ployed by Farm Bureau
Services in the Kalamazoo
Branch = as a sales
representative. VanderMolen
is an honors graduate from
Western Michigan University
with a degree in Agricultural
Distribution.

¥

Jerry Nyberg is new to
n Farm Bureau. He is

Young Farmer Department assigned to the Market

and Training

Coordinator for Development Division as a

the Michigan Farm Bureau. Horticulture and Marketing

Currey has both a B.A. and
Vocational 1
Agriculture from Michigan |Agent in Washington

M.A. in

State University,

jSpecialist. Nyberg was most
{currently a Cmmty-Extaeg;ig

plus |Prior to this appointment, he

specialty training from |served in a similar ca

Central Michigan University
the University of B.S. and M.S. degree in

and

'in Michigan. He holds tz
culture.

Patrick Lause has been
named as the new Regional
Representative for the
reorganized West Central
Region. He was formerly
employed by Farm Bureau
Services in Bay City as a
sales representative. He
holds a B.A, degree in
Agricultural Education from
Michigan State University.

S

SOUTH DONALD RUHLIG
SOUTHEAST CHARLES BUCHMOLZ
WEST JAMES MESTEBROOK
WEST CENTRAL PATRICK LAUSE
CENTRAL BERNIE BISHOP
SAGINAM VALLEY RUDY REINBOLD
THUNG FEVIN KIRX
WOATH RAY 00D
NORTHWEST LEON BIGELOM
NORTHEAST JAMES SHIFLETT
UPPER PENINSULA HUGD K1Vl

R/
L

New Regional Reps for Reorganized Regions

Jim Shiflett has been
named as the Regional
Representative for the
Northeast Region under the
new region reorganization
plan. He is a graduate of
Olivet College and holds a
B.A. degree from that in-
stitution.

New State
Regions

dollars and time.

on your operation.

net farm income?

Good Farm Records make tax repor-
ting a lot easier -- and save you both tax

Good Farm Records help you get the
loans you need, keep interest costs
down, and help you make more money

What is your return per dollar in-
vested? What enterprise best fits your
situation? How Can you improve your

penses and send them in. Also - if you

|
|
|
Save time with Freddie Computer - §
I
want - get complete family records too. i

Freddie Computer
can help you

save Time and Money

: At the Tax Office-At the
— Bank-On the Farm-At Home

Stop by and see us at the Freddie Farm Records
Display Booth during the product show ot the Annual
Farm Bureou Meeting ot Grand Rapids Nov. 30 - Dec.
- 5

Interested in signing up for Freddie Computer? Then
Send for an enroliment application. Fill out the
following form and Send to: Gerald Nyberg, Michigan
Farm Bureav P.OBox 30960 Lansing, Michigan 48909

Name

Address

Just write down your income and ex-
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Grain Dealers Act Impaci

On August 1st, 1976 the
Grain Dealers Act of 1976
became effective. The 1976
legislation was virtually a
complete rewrite and update
of Act No. 141 of the Public
Acts of 1939. Under the 1939
law the commissioner of
agriculture was given the
authority to regulate, license
and inspect storage and
warehouse facilities in
Michigan. The Grain Dealers
Act of 1976 however, broadens
the authority and respon-
sibility to include such
marketing tools as price later
agreements. The act also
broadens the licensing
requirements to include
nearly anyone who buys or
sells grain on a commercial
basis. The title from the
Grain Dealers Act demon-
strates the expanded powers:

“An act to permit the
Director of Agriculture to
regulate the storage,
warehousing, buying and
selling of farm produce
within this state; to provide
for the licensing, regulation
and bonding of grain dealers;
to provide for warehouse
receipts and price later
agreements; to provide for
the establishment of an in-
spection service and per-
sonnel for licensed grain
dealers; and to provide
penalties for the violation of
this act.”

The commodities covered
under the provisions of the
Grain Dealers Act include
any or all of the following:
Dry edible beans _
Soybeans Grass seeds
Small grains Legume seeds
Cereal grains Corn

Perhaps one of the most
sweeping changes was the
redefining of what constitutes
agrain dealer.Agraindealer
now includes any person in
the business of receiving,
buying, exchanging, selling
or storing farm produce with
the exception of:

a. A grower or Yroducer
selling farm produce he
actually produces.

b. A person buying farm
produce for his own feeding

purposes.

c. Or, a retailer who makes
incidental sales of farm
produce. Thus, under the new
Grain Dealers Act, more
people must be licensed and
inspected allowing the state
to place tighter control over
grain trading in Michigan.

The Grain Dealers Act also
provides adequate protection
for the users of price later
agreements. Many farmers
complained that a price later
agreement offered little or no
protection for the farmer
selling his grain to an
elevator. It was different
from the standard warehouse
receipt which most producers

had known and grown ac-
customed to. Under the 1976
legislation, anyone offering a
price later agreement is
required to do one of the
following :

a. Procure a commitment
for a future selling price for
the amount of the farm
product.

b. Keep the farm produce,
or fungible farm produce, on
hand as his own property.

c. Have farm produce
certificates representing
equal amounts in value of
farm produce, as approved
by the Director of Agrculture.

d. Have an irrevocable
letter of credit or money in
escrow to cover not less than
30 percent of the value of the
farm produce.

In other words the grain
dealer must buy futures,
store the commodity, have a
certificate like a warehouse
receipt or have th credit or
money to pay (up to 30 per-
cent) of the value which is
similar to warehouse receipt
bonding.

Failure to uphold the
provisions of the Grain
Dealers Act can lead to a fine
of $10,000 and-or im-
prisonment for not more than
5 years.

Dr. Paul E. Kindinger,
Director
Market
Division

Development

Pork

ji=The projected hog

slaughter for February is 18
percent over last year. This
coupled with the latest
U.S.D.A. projections of
farmer intentions showing a
possible 16 percent increase
in farrowings during this
quarter and 9 percent during
Dec.-Feb. quarter paints a
pretty rough picture for the
next few months.

On the brighter side of the
picture there are at least two
points to consider:

1. Cold storage inventories
of pork are down 3 percent
from a year ago, which is not
very significant in light of all
the access pork that is
predicted to come to market
but it's much better than
having our cold storage full at
the onset of this cycle.

2. When you look at the total
picture, we should be
reminded that an excess of
pork or poultry produets is no
where near as serious in total
volume of produet to consume
as the excess beef supply that
~we just went thre The
estimated total producnon of
beef and pork for 1976 is 37,111
million pounds, Of this, 25,234
million comes from the beef
side.

1 am predicting that pork
producers will react and
reduce the intended
farrowings for next quarter
and begin the liquidation
phase that has to come before

prices improve.
Tom Reed,
Specialist
Market
Division

Marketing

Development

Corn

Amid news of a record U.S.
corn harvest, record Soviet
grain production, and general
uncertainity in  grain
markets, corn prices have
dipped to their lowest levels
since June 1973. Prices (at the
time of this writing) are 10 to
15 cents per bushel below the
$2.00 mark at most local
elevators. Many farmers
simply are refusing to sell
corn at those prices. Such
prices barely cover average
direct or out-of-pocket costs.
According to a recent
US.D.A. study, production
costs (not including land)
were in the range of $1.60 to
$1.70 per bushel for Michigan.

The November corn crop
estimate was 3 percent higher
than the October 1st figure,
placing this year’s crop at
6,093 million bushels. Even
the private forecasters raised
their estimates from the

- previous month. The market

is still searching for its
proper level.
A factor in the grain

markets are the questions
still being asked as to just
what is taking place in the
cattle and hog industries.
Cattle numbers seem to be on
the decline while hog num-
bers are increasing. This still
leaves the question of feeding
intentions, however. Not only

how much corn vs. wheat vs,
soybean meal but alsoto what
weight will their cattle and
hogs be fed.

Similarly, no one really can
firm up a set of figures for
what is likely to happen in the
export market. The Soviet
Union has experienced a good
harvest and there are nations
like Canada, Brazil and
Australia with grain to sell. A
remaining question con-
cerning exports is just how
much some of the Western
European countries and
countries like Japan will take
off the market.

Where does all this leave
the farmer? It seems to be
leaving many farmers
looking for a place to store all
or part of their 1976 harvest.
A place to hide until the storm
clears. Throw in a change in
government come January
and the outcome in terms of
prices is still anybody’s
guess. The higher prices
which seem likely for
soybeans and soybean meal
may help pull corn prices up a
bit. But with large stocks of

~wheat and cornon hand it

looks like the dark clouds
may be around a little while
longer.

Dairy

The U.S.D.A. milk
production report will not be
good news for most
dairymen. The report
estimates October production
at 9,685 million pounds, 5.6
percent about a year earlier

in Michigan. It's even worse
with close to a 9 percent in-
crease and approximately 14
percent increase in
Wisconsin, just across the
lake.

Last month milk cows
increased 12,000 head
nationwide over the previous
month. This represents the
first increase in cow numbers
over the preceeding month
since December of 1974.

With lower feed costs and
low values for cull cows the
results are fairly predictable;
you simply keep more cows
around that probably should
be sold and you feed them all
a little better thus increasing
production.

The next step in the chain of
events is also fairly predic-
table, with increase
production comes some
depression in price as our
dairymen are now beginning
to experience.

The only real bright spot
that probably most dairymen
forget is that with feed costs
below year ago levels and
milk production above year
ago levels, your milk feed
price ratio should improve
enough to offset any short

term lower price ad-
justments.
Tom Reed, Marketing
Specialist
Market Development
Division

Apples

The fresh market picture

and the processing apple
market picture continue to be
optimistic and bright, ac-
cording to Fred Burrows,
Executive Vice President,
International Apple
Institute. The U.S.
ent of Agriculture
(USDA) October 1 estimate
placed the national
146.4 million bushels a slight
reduction from its August 1
estimate. According to in-
formation received by the
USDA, Michigan's crop is
below the 11.9 bushel
estimate, due to the adverse
impact of the drought on fruit
size.

Also, there is some shppage
in tonage in the a
region not fully re.gected in
the USDA's estimate. Fur-
ther, in the light crop areas in
the east and midwest (due to
low temperatures in the
spring) frost and misshapen
fruit, plus the difficulty in
getting light crops picked,
will reduce the marketable
fresh tonage.Fresh market
f.o.b. prices are substantially
above last year and stable.
And, for the long pull, the
picture is  optimistic.
Processors continue to be
active cross the country in
search of raw products. In the
east and midwest, the sup-
plies of juice a ples don’t
meet the demand and prices
have increased. Some fruit

for p has moved
from the northwest to the east
and midwest.

mfrn

farmers of
the week

QUALITY FARMING OPERATIONS = AGRICULTURAL/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Duane H. Fair
274 acre Branch
County dairy farmer -
District Vice
President DHIA
Board - past member
advisory council of
P.C.A. member
Pieasant Hill
Missionary Church,

W srept

Paul Vasold

448 acre Midland
County cash crop and
beef farmer - member
of advisory board of
Farm Bureau Ser

i President of County  Agriculture
:cgs Community Stabilization & Con-
Gl;m:-p - Chairman of servation Committee
Deacons Lutheran
Church.

sponsored by,

Pete Short

200 acre Gladwin
County dairy farmer -
President county
Farm Bureau
township trustee -
member and former
secretary-freasurer
Artificial Breeders
Association.

Carlton Hewitt
275 acre Cass County
grain farmer
member Cass County
Farm Bureau Board -
Vice “Chairman of

MICHIGAN FARM RADIO NETWORK
AND FARM BUREAU INSURANCE GROUP
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CROP Helps Nations Help Themselves

Perhaps this is the time of
the year to be tt;mnkﬁ:l for
being a minority. Perhaps
some farmers feel disad-
vantaged because only four
per cent of United States
citizens are involved in
agricultural production.

They should consider some
underdeveloped countries,
like Indonesia, India,
Bangledesh and others. Here
over 80 per cent of the
population must work to
produce food or starve.

In these counties
agriculture is labor-intensive,
instead of capital - intensive,
as it is in the United States.
It's unthinkable to buy a
$20,000 tractor and go till 500
acres in an underdeveloped
country. Not only would it be
difficult to raise the capital,
but a producer would risk
putting many people out of
work who have not other skill
than cultivating soil for
handfuls of beans as
payment. Officials of CROP,
an organization that helps
countries increase their food
production through projects
best suited to a mnation’s
economic structure, are quite
mindful of the differences.

“Instead of just raising
money and shipping food and
agricultural implements to
any country that asks for
help, we work to determine
just what kind of project will
help a certain village become

self-sufficient,” says David
Bower, director of the
Michigan Chapter of CROP.
Then we help coordinate the
funding project. A com-
munity that has

help may have to wait six
months until the needed
quipment arrives.

One such project was
completed by the people of
Sparta, a rural community of
3,100 in Southwest Michigan.
““Operation Windmill,”’
coordinated by Kent County
Farm Bureau members’ Pat
and Robert Bradford and Gail
and Leroy Klein first started
off as an auction of donated
merchandise. Money raised
from the sale was the first of
the community’s goal of
$3,000.

““The project was started
through a church group, but
soon became one strongly
supported by farmers and in
the community as well,”
Bower says. “It was looked
upon as an opportunity not
only to help disadvantaged
people but also as a tool to
help overcome sme of the
adverse publicity farmers
have received from the urban
WeSSz"

Within a short time, the
necessary funds were raised.
Several local media picked up
on the story in a positive light.
Two goals were ac-
complished.

““The windmill paid for the

fund - raising project
was sent to the Cape Verde
Islands, which lie off the west
coast of Africa,’”” Bower
points out. “It is one of 25
used to pump water so that
hundreds of acres of land
thought useless. for
agricultural production now
help poor communities
become capable of :ﬂ?&ﬁm
enough food for ir own
people.”

Funds raised through the
CROP organization are also
used to purchase percolation
tanks, water pumps, hand
tools such as shovels and hoes
and other eT.Lipment used in
agricultural production.
Village leaders must work
with CROP  personnel
overseas to see that all the
donated equipment is used
properly.

Approximately $95,000 of
Michigan produced split
beans have been shipped
overseas through donations to
CROP. Another $8,000 in
Michigan produced dry milk
is donated by Michigan dairy
cooperatives to be used in the
organization’s nutrition
programs.

“CROP started off as a food
donation program, but now
we use the food as a way to
encourage disadvantaged
village members to work for
the benefit of their com-
munities,”” Bower points out.

Merelegowan, a village of

250 outcast Hindus in India,

des a good of
ow the food-for work
program operates, Bower

says.

“These people are isolated
from all governmental help,”
Bower emphasizes. Drought-
bred malnutrition had hit the
community so hard that
children were too weak to
walk to the next town to beg
for food.”*

Since CROP helped the
town organize five work-for-
food projects, it’s a changed
village with hope for the
future, Bower says. In two
year’s time the village
residents had dug five

FB Women

Michigan Farm Bureau
County Women's Committees
will be devoting much time
and effort to help the CROP
organization raise funds in
1977 says Helen Atwood,
manager of Michigan Farm
Bureau’s Women's Activities.

“Farm Bureau women
have been active in sup-
porting this organization
since its inception in 1947,"
Miss Atwood explains. ‘‘The
first projects were the
collection of funds through
coin folders. We know that
Farm Bureau members have
also helped CROP through
their church groups. Projects
to assist CROP are a part of
the 1977 Farm Bureau
Women's activities

irrigation wells. They were
paid for their work with
CROP corn and wheat for
their work. Now the village is
growing 45 acres of sorghum
as its staple crop, with eight
acres of sugar cane for cash.
Enough food is grown to
su the village, to have a
trade commodity and to have
the resources to expand their
food production.

Many CROP aided villages
are .able to sell their cash
produce to buy cattle, fer-
tilizers, health care facilities,
school books for children and
many other self-help tools
they would otherwise have to
do without.

Help CROP

S.

Miss Atwood is a member
of the CROP executive
committee. Michigan Farm
Bureau is a member or-
zanization of the Michigan
CROP board. Several other
agricultural  organizations
and a number of church
groups are also organization
members.

Any member who wants to
help CROP, particularly
during this holiday season,
should contact their county
Farm Bureau Women's
Committee or Miss Atwood at
the Michigan Farm Bureau
Center in Lansing. Her
telephone number is (517)
485-8121, extension 207,

f
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$5 more
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Sign-up now for your 1977 Farm Bureau
membership and we’ll give you a $5
certificate good toward the purchase of
$50 worth of merchandise at either a
Farm Bureau Services or Farmers

Petroleum dealer.

This $5 certificate is one more way your
Farm Bureau membership’s worth even
more today. Stop at your Farm Bureau
office and sign-up.
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Three years ago the voting delegates at the
Michigan Farm Bureau annual meeting asked
for a study to assure the continued growth
and viability of their farm organization. They
asked for a review of existing programs and
recommendations for adjustments, an

analysis of membership make-up, and the -
development of a financial plan which would -

assure a strong, viable Farm Bureau in the
future.

The delegates were concerned. As farmers,
théy were beginning to feel the effect of a
steadily spiraling inflation on their own
farms. They reclized their county and state
Farm Bureaus would also be affected by the
culprit - inflation. They wanted their farm
organization to be financially strong in order
to serve the future needs of Michigan far-
mers.

STATESTUDY COMMITTEE

In accordance with the adopted policy, -

President Smith appointed fifteen operating
farmers, representing a cross section of
commodity interests and geographic areas, to
a State Study Committee. These farmers were
recognized os leaders in agriculture and in
their home communities. And, most important
they cared about the future of Farm Bureau.

It was o dedicated group of farmers who
searched for the right future course for their
organization. It was a rather overwhelming
assignment with which they were charged.
They knew the decisions they made could
effect not only the future of their farm
organization, but the future of agriculture in
Michigan. They realized that in a labor-
oriented state, Farm Bureau membership
growth was vital. Without membership gain,
Michigon Farm Bureau, the voice of
agriculture in our state, would lose its
political strength, and its image would suffer
with members, potential members and the
public. .

So from the very beginning of their
assignment, the committee was dedicated to
surfacing a strong, attractive, members-only
program which would be a clear demon-
stration to members and potential members
that Farm Bureau was an organization worthy
of their continued support.

THE SEARCH

In their concerted search for economic
services which would attract and maintain
" membership, they were impressed with the
"members only” benefits of the Sofemark
group purchasing program. They studied the
program with 'American Farm Bureau
Federation personnel and with other state
Farm Bureaus which had realized tremendous
membership growth since initiation of the
program. During their tour of other states,
they visited lowa because of its similarities to
Michigan. lowa had initiated, and still have,
two member services which are in com-
petition with their own aoffiliate companies —
Safemark and Blue Cross-Blue Shield. It is
their philosophy that if their affiliate com-
panies cannot, or will not, offer competitive
services, products or prices to members, then
the porent company will offer "outside”
services.

The State Study Committee was well aware
of the competitive factors involved in
recommending the Safemark program be

TODIC
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brought into Michigan. They labored long and
hard in their attempts to have Michigan Farm
Bureau offiliates offer an alternate program
that would provide comparable benefits to
members only. They were unable to present a
proposal which was judged equal or superior,
so it was decided that initiating a group
purchasing program in Michigan was in
keeping with Farm Bureau's philosophy of
good compefition and should be, in their
words, pursued vigorously.

It was the concensus of the committee that,
although the existing services of Farm Bureau
were of considerable value to farmers, they
were not specific enough, state wide in
availability, or readily recognized by many
members, and that the Safemark progrom
could fill this economic void. '

DELEGATES SPEAK

On June 28, 1975 at the Special Delegate
Session of the Michigan Farm Bureau, the
State Study Committee recommended that the
Michigan Farm Bureau Board examine the
Safemark Program and give it top priority
consideration. This recommendation was
accepted by the voting delegates.

in line with this adopted policy, the
Michigan Farm Bureau Board appointed a
committee of three board members and a
staff assistant to examine the Safemark
Program. In carrying out its charges, the
Research and Development Committee met
with personnel from the AFBF Service
Company, with representatives of Farmers
Petroleum Cooperative, surveyed county
Farm Bureaus regarding potential support of
a group purchasing program, gauged the
interest at the President’s Conference and
other meetings throughout the state, took a
tour of North Carolina and Kentucky Farm
Bureaus to study the program at the state and
county levels and interviewed local dealers
involved in the program, and once again met
with personnel from Michigan Farm Bureau
affiliates.

Also, to obtain and indication as to the
interest and potential support of a group
purchase program in Michigan, the committee
surveyed members at the 1975 county Farm
Bureau annual meetings, Young Farmer
meetings and County Farm Bureau Boards.
The results were ninety-one percent for the
program. In the Northeast region of the state,
one hundred percent of those surveyed said
they would be interested in the program.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

On February 12, 1976 the committee
presented three recommendations to the
Michigan Farm Bureau Board of Directors.
First, based on the findings of both the State
Study Committee and the Research and
Development Committee, that the key to
membership growth is to offer members o
service they cannot get through any other
organization, and that the group purchase
program fills a need for a tangible economic
service for members only, they recommended
that a group purchasing program be adopted
for Michigan Farm Bureau members only.

The second recommendation was that the
group purchase program be Safemark, ond
that a separate corporation be established, to
start with tires, botteries, and accessories,
with other items on an order basis only.
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SAFEMARK

TIRES - BATTERIES

by KEN WILES

Manager Member Relations

The third recommendation involved the
administration of the program. They
recommended that it be operated through the
Michigan Farm Bureau Field Operations
Division, using existing staff, until volume
justifies necessary expansion.

The Board accepted all three recom-
mendations and work began to work out the
necessary details to implement the program.
Thus, after much research and serious con-
sideration, Michigan Farm Bureau's newest
affiliate company ~ Michigan Farm Bureau
Group Purchasing Company -- became a

_ reality.

HOW IT OPERATES

Each County Farm Bureau Board decides
whether or not the county will participate in
the Group Purchasing Program. If they decide
in the affirmative an agreement is signed
between the County Farm Bureau and the
Group Purchasing Company. The County Farm
Bureau then appoints a Group Purchasing
Committee which has specific duties and
responsibilities for operating the program
within their county.

The duties and responsibilities of the
county Group Purchasing Committee includes
contracting prospective Safemark dealers and
recommending to the County Board a specific
dealer or dealers for their county. The County
Farm Bureau Board approves the committee’s
selection and recommends to the Company
that the dealership be awarded to their
choice.

The Company thoroughly examines the
credit limitations and background information
of the prospective dealer. When this is
completed and approved the dealership is
open for business and he is shipped an in-
ventory of tires and batteries in the sizes he
requests. The dealer pays for all items upon
receipt and Farm Bureau members pay cash
to the dealer for merchandise purchased,

The prices members pay for Safemark tires
and batteries are established by the Com-
pany. These prices are the same throughout
the state regardless of where they are
purchased.

Dealers are able to operate on a low
margin of profit as the responsibility for
advertising rests with the County Group
Purchasing Committee. This is not an overall
advertising program, but rather is directed to
Farm Bureau members through county Farm
Bureau publications and by word of mouth.
Another reason the cost of the top quality
products is low is because the dealers usually
are in some other business which relates
favorably with the Group Purchasing
Program. Thus the cost of operating that
business is shared with other sources of
income,

THE FUTURE

The Group Purchasing Program is a service
which will provide a real economic value to
members and will result in membership
strength for our organization. In its less than
four months of operation it has already
coused many members to say: "We can
achieve economic gains because we belong to
Farm Bureau.” As the program spreads to
more counties in the state and more items of
merchandise are offered many more people
will realize that it pays to belong to Farm
Bureau.
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_FBS Feed Lab to Open in Battle Creek

Paul Mulleneaux, manager of the FBS Battle Creek feed Plant and Brian Gates, supervisor of the
plant’s quality control division, look over the plans for the new FBS quality control laboratory next
to the feed plant. The new facility will provide on-the-spot analyses of both feed ingredients and the

final feed mixes.

//

FEFDS

The Nu Pro Dairy Feed
program for high producing
animals is taking hold
rapidly. Farmers with high
producing herds can gain
hundreds of pounds more
milk with Farm Bureau's
new, patented invention, a
result of CRF Cooperative
Research Farms. Inquiries
on the startling production
advantages of NU PRO Dairy
Feeds should be made to local
dealers and our Feed
Department Fieldman,

The Farm Bureau FBS
Minerals line has now been
greatly expanded so we now
have the broadest line of
superior minerals available
in the state from one supplier.

Bulk textured feeds are
now available -at the Battle
Creek Feed Plant. This in-
cludes Trophy and Manna
Mate.

Feeds have been selling
well from our Battle Creek
Feed Plant.

LPS, liquid protein sup-
plement, keeps growing in
popularity as more farmers
find out about its convenience
and economy.

FERTILIZER

The fertilizer situation
looks good with adequate
supplies in prospect and
prices having stabilized for
now. Some of the best buys on
fertilizer can often be made in
the winter months.

Farmers who can take
fertilizers early and have a
place to store them will be in
the best position this spring.
Talk over your specific
situation with your Farm
Bureau dealer.

PESTICIDES
Farm Bureau Services has
been meeting with pesticide
manufacturers to determine

programs and supplies for the
coming spring season. Most
pesticides look like they will
be in good supply. Prices
appear like they will remain
the same with some im-
portant items lower and a few
slightly higher.

SEEDS

There still remain many
economic advantages for
farsighted farmers who wish
to order their corn seed for
spring. Farmers should see
their dealers, have a planning
session, and order now. By
doing this they will have a
better chance of getting the
kernel size and variety they
want to plant. The Seed
Department and seed
salesmen are booking sun-
flower and wild bird feed.

HARDWARE

Winter hardware items are
in good supply and now
delivered for the most part to
dealers across the state.
Farmers should check their
livestock hardware for
adequacy for winter use.
Boots, gloves, snow shovels,
snow blowers, humidifiers,
and salt are all in and ready
for sale.

Farm Building sales have
been excellent throughout the
year. Contacting a Farm
Bureau Building Center can
allow time for planning a
useful building. Fencing,
steel and aluminum roofing
and siding, steel and wooden
posts are all in stock now at
excellent prices.

RETAIL DIVISION

All stores are now set up for
winter sales and are ready to
assist farmers in total
planning on all of their en-
terprises. The winter months
are ideal for this pursuit.
Have your farmer patrons in

Supply Report

By Greg Sheffield

for dealer farmer
discussions and line up sales
for winter and this coming

Spring.

FUELS

The inevitable cost prize
squeeze from high payments
for crude have pressured
another slight rise in prices
for liquid fuels. Fortunately
our CF Refinery has been
able to hold these pricesto a
minimum. The availability of
fuels at present is not ham-
pered, but a cold winter could
make for tightness. Farmers
not on Farmers Petroleum
gasoline or fuel oil programs
would do well to sign up now
before winter demands have
an effect on consumption.

TIRES

All tire sizes, with the
exception of snow tires, are
showing in better inventories
throughout Farmers
Petroleum dealer locations.
Snow tires are available too,
but not in as great quantities.
This condition was expected
as an aftermatth of the
rubber workers' tire strikes.

WINTER CHECK-UPS

Farmers Petroleum
dealers are now active with
their winter service to far-
mers. They are busy
checking out equipment for
winterizing, making sure that
the proper greases and oils
are being used, avoiding
freeze ups with antifreeze,
changing oil filters, checking
tires, and assisting in
equipment maintenance for
late corn harvests.

Winter time can cause
large drains on weak bat-
teries. The new Maintenance
Free or CO-OP DYNAMIC
batteries are available at
competitive prices.

A new quality control
laboratory will provide on-
the-spot analyses of feed and
feed ingriedents at the Farm
Bureau Services feed

processing plant in Battle
Creek

Construction on the new
laboratory began November
5. The structure is scheduled
to be completed in April 1977.
It will be operated by the
Technical Services Section of
FBS’ Farm Supply Division.

““Presently our quality
control system consists of
sending feed and feed
ingredients samples to in-
dependent laboratories at the
rate of 30 a week,” says Dr.
Marvin Wastell, director of
the Technical Services
section. “At times this
system prevents us from
receiving analyses before the
ingredients are put into a
final feed mix. With the lab
right at Battle Creek, it will
be possible to get the analyses
much quicker. This will be a
real asset to the whole
operation.”

Wastell feels that the
laboratory will help to
provide for a more uniform

final feed product.

““We won't have to ability to
check for hydrocarbon
contamination, though,”
Wastell points out. ““This kind
of examination must be done
with a gas chromatograph.

The presence of
hydrocarbons would indicate
contamination by a PBB-like
substance. Present quality
control methods of sending
feed ingredients to in-
dependent labs to check for
such contamination and the
careful scrutiny of all
ingredient shipping records
has provided adequate
protection against such
contamination.”

However, the laboratory
will be built so that additional
equipment can be added if the
need arises for it, Wastell
says.

The new laboratory will
also be able to analyze
nutrient levels in fertilizers.
This service will be available
for FBS product dealers only.

“However, Farm Bureau
members who would like
quick forage and feed
analyses can send samples in
to their FBS feed dealers.

should know

a lender who

really knows
farming.

talk your language

expertise

ers who really know farming

- The cooperative Farm Credit Banks of St. Paul are owned
by all kinds of farmers and ranchers like yourself. And behind
them are many, many skilled and dedicated people who know
enough about farming, ranching and cooperatives to really

They also know a lot about ag credit. It's a highly techni-
cal, specialized business...requiring a lot of experience and

Serving the financial needs of agriculture has been the sole
business of the Farm Credit System for nearly 60 years, So
the Farm Credit Banks of St. Paul are in the best pasition to
know the credit needs of farmers, ranchers and cooperatives
in Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota and Wisconsin.

That’s why every farmer can be glad to be acquainted with
his Production Credit Association and Federal Land Bank
Association, and every co-op can take pride in the Bank for
Cooperatives. Know the people there...and you'll know lend-

THE
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Federal Intermediate Credit Bank (for your PCA
Federal Land Bank (for your FLBA)
Bank for Cooperatives (for your cooperatives)

375 Jackson St., St. Paul, MN 55101/Phone: (612) 725-T722
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Large Food Supplies in 1977

Large food supplies will
help hold down food prices
next year, according to
James Donald of the
Department of Agriculture’s
economic research service.

In remarks delivered
November 16 to the National
Agricultural Outlook Con-
ference, Donald said that
although increasing con-
sumer demand and rising
marketing costs will keep
upward pressure on food
prices, the retail food price
rise in the first half of 1977

may average only around 3
percent.

This percentage is minor
compared to the increases of
14 percent in 1973 and 1974,
and another 8 percent in 1975,
he said.

Donald pointed out that an
important factor in the
whole retail food price pic-
ture is the cattle industry. As
cattle numbers decline, the
price of beef will rise, he said.
But the department an-
ticipates that the expansion

now underway in the pork
industry will help keep down
total retail food prices.

In this discussion of food
prices, Donald said, the
department is counting on
continued large supplies of
crops other than livestock.

Rex Daly, also of the
Department of Agriculture’s
economic research service,
said that the department
expects farmerstoplant4to 5
million more acres of
soybeans next year and 1
million more acres of cotton.

FBS, FPC Offer $5 Certificate

The “$5 Off”” membership
incentive that was introduced
last year by Farmers
Petroleum Cooperative, Inc.
and Farm Bureau Services,
Inc. is again being repeated
for all farm people who join
Farm Bureau in 1977. All

members will receive a $5.00
certificate along with their
1977 membership iden-
tification card. Each cer-

tificate will be good for a $5.00
price reduction on a $50.00 or
more purchase from either a
Farm Bureau Services or a
Farmers Petroleum

Cooperative participating
store.
Both Farmers Petroleum

Cooperative and Farm
Bureau Services are affiliates
of Michigan Farm Bureau
and are the major

distributors of farm supplies
in the state was well as major
marketers of grain and

Farm Bureau
membership incentive was
first offered in 1975 and was
accepted with much en-
thusiasm in all areas. The
$5.00 certificates are good
until May 31, 1977.

MEMBER advertisers: 15 cents per word one edition, two or more editions, 10 cents
Mi. 48904 Publisher reserves right to reject any advertising copy submitted.

FARM BUREAU MARKET PLACE

SPECIAL RATE TO FARM BUREAU MEMBERS: One free 25 word ad per month per membership, additional words, 10 cents each. Figures such as 12 or $12.50 count as one word NON-
per word. Copy deadline: 13th of Month. Mail classified ads to: Michigan Farm News, P. O. Box 960, Lansing,

FARM EQUIPMENT

FARM EQUIPMENT

LIVESTOCK

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

HARLEY ROCK PICKERS. Rock Win-
drowers. Picks 1 to 14" dia. The World's
Best. Phone 313-376-4791. Earl F. Reinelt,
4445 Reinelt, Deckerville, Mich. 48427. (5-tf-
23p)

SPRAY-TEC insulation for mefal, wood and
block buildings. UL Lab. as Class A building
material. Gerald Oakley, 1420 M-52 North,
Stockbridge, Mich. 49285, Phone 517-851-8062.

(5-12+-25p)

GRAIN DRYING AND STORAGE
EQUIPMENT. Farm Fans Dryers, Brock
Bins, Bucket Elevators, Sales, Installation,
Service. Keith Otto. K & R Equipment, Inc.,
Adrian 49221, 517-265-5487. {10-1-25p)

FARM BUILDING MAINTENANCE - We
specialize in painting high buildings &
rooting steep roofs. Work from boom ftruck
with &5 f1. reach. For estimate call High-
Boy Builders, Lansing 517-882-5869,
Copemish 616.378.2375, Muskegon 616.773-
2649. (6-61-30b)

FOR SALE: Cleveland 140 tiling machine.
Can be used for clay or plastic tile. Herman
Engel, Reading, Michigan. Phone 517-283-
2842. (12-3t-20p)

HARLEY ROCK PICKERS. Rock Win-
drowers. Picks 1 to 16" dia. The World’'s
Best. Phone 313.376-479). Earl F. Reineit,
4445 Reinelt, Deckerville, Mich. 48427. (5-tf.
3p)

SPRAY.TEC insulation for metal, wood and
block buildings. UL Lab. as Class A building
material. Gerald Oakley, 1420 M-52 North,
Stockbridge, Mich. 49285. Phone 517-851 -
B0&2. (5-12t-25p)

WANTED - John Deere D or GP Tractor.
For sale: Delaval 210 Gallon Bulk Tank.
Wheat and Oat Straw. LeRoy Keinath, R No.
4, Vassar, Michigan 517-452-2388.

(11-tf-24p)

WANTED TO BUY - John Deere GP or D
model Tractor. For sale 1938 John Deere A
Tractor with extras. LeRoy Keinath, R No.
4, Vassar, Michigan 48768. Phone 517-652-
7388,

(8-1-25p)

“Calt Buggy" Something new. Individual
pens for newborn calves. Write for pam-
phlet. Alvin Frahm, 10320 Holland Road (M.
46) Frankenmuth 48734. Phone 517-452-6692.

(12-11-23p)

FOR SALE: 13" hammermill with Y2 ton
mixer & bagger. Montell Harrington, 7915
Bunkerhill Rd., Jackson, Mich. Phone 749-
2785 - ask for Jerry Walker, (12-1t-22p)

Boy Buvuilders, Lansing 517-882-5869,
Copemish 616-378-2375, Muskegon 616773
2649. (4-61-30b)

ROUND BALE FEEDERS for 1500 Ib. round
bales. Heavy duty 1" square tubing. Only
$86.95. Rectangular feeders also available,
Free literature. Dealerships available. Starr
National, 219 Main, Coichester, Iilinois
62326, (12-1%-29p)

FARROWING STALLS - Complete $84.50
1" tubular steel construction. Dealerships

available. Free literature. STARR
NATIONAL, 219 Main. Colchester, Illinois
42326, (12-11-19p)

FOR SALE: DelLavel Magnetic milk

machine; 3 unit pump with 2 complete 40 Ib.

buckets. Phone 517.452.2301, Vassar, Mich,
(12-11-19p)

FOR SALE: Choreboy feed bin - holds 7.4
tons, never used, 10" discharge auger, non
bridging bottom. Reasonable. Don Clark,
Lake Odessa. Phone §146-693-2369. (12.11-25p)

FOR SALE: Cleaning eguipment for 400
chickens, also & stanchons wooden lining,
like new, drinking cups, and salt frays. Kass,
Phone 517-592-2704, Brooklyn. (121-21p)

WANTED TO BUY: Allis Chaimers 780 or
782 Forage Harvester with one row corn
head in good condition. Edward Mik ki,

WANTED - John Deere D or GP Tractor.
For sale: Delaval 210 Galion Bulk Tank.
Wheat and Oat Straw. LeRoy Keinath, R No.
4, Vassar, Michigan 517-6452-2388. (11-tf-24p)

WANTED TO BUY - John Deere GP or D
maodel Tractor. For sale 1938 John Deere A
Tractor with extras. LeRoy Keinath, R No.
4, Vassar, Michigan 48768. Phone 517.652.
388. (8-t-25p)

LIVESTOCK

QUARTER HORSES - Disposition for 4-H,
ability tor cattle, conformation for show.
R ble prices. Custo satisfaction a
priority. Visitors welcome. Walton Farms,
Rosebush. Phone 517.433.2925. (3-11-24p)

FOR SALE: 2 yr. old heifer . standard bred
Hereford - registered $250.00. Polled
Hereford yearling heifer $200.00, 4 yr. old
cow - polled hereford $300.00. Leonard, Mich.
Phone 313-628-4438, (12-11-25p)

BEEFALO - G Basolo Pur
Semen from $7.00 ampule. Beefalo ““Wonder
Cattle’ bought and soid. Limited Beefalo
meat. Free Beefalo story and prices.
American Beefalo Breeders, 4152 N. Lapeer,
Lapeer 21, Michigan 48446. Phone (313) 793.
4552, (12-11-33b)

FOR SALE: Registered Jersey Heifers,
Bred and Open M.A.B.C. Breeding. Priced
right due to barn fire. Phone 517.5642-848).
Vern Bailien, Hemlock, Mich. (12-11.22p)

FOR SALE: 4 year old proven registered
polled Hereford bull, WiB Roundup breed.
Paul Del.uca, 1025 Madison, Brighton, Mich.
48114, (12-1+-20p)

REGISTERED Corriedale Sheep for sale.
Rams, Ram lambs, ewes, good bloodlines.
Also Hampshire Rams. Leo Eccles, Mendon
43072, Phone 616-496-7650. 7t 21p)

FOR SALE - New Zealand White Rabbits,
bred for top meat production. ‘‘Rabbits are
our only business.”” Dettmers Bunny Patch,
Phone 517-584-3765, Caron City, Mich,
(7-tf-24p)

QUARTER HORSES - Disposition for 4-H,
ability for cattie, conformation for show.
Reasonable prices. Customer satisfaction a
priority. Visitors welcome. Walton Farms,
Rosebush. Phone 517-433-2925. (3-tf-24p)

CHAROLAIS - For sale polled or horned
bulls and bred cows, performance tested. R.
J. Eldridge & Sons, 7911 Alden Nash Rd., (M-
50) Alto, Mich. (616) B68-6223.

(3-t1-25p)

COW TRIMMING makes your cows feel
better, produce better and makes you more
money. Call Bob Presson, RFD 3, Evart, Mi
49631, Phone (616) 734-5051. (10tf-14p!

CORRIEDALE SHEEP - Purebred Breeding
stock for sale. Paper optional. Waldo F.
Dieterie, 7285 Textile Rd.. Saline, Mich.
48176. Phone (313) 429-7874. (1-H-19p)

MILKING SHORTHORNS - Young bulls,
yearlings and calves for sale. Write or visit
Stanley M. Powell and Family, Ingleside
Farm, R.R. 2, Box 238, lonia, Mich. 48844,

[ 6-t1-25p)
FOR SALE - YORKSHIRE serviceage boars
and open gilts top bloodiines tested at MSU
test station. All registered stock. Richard
Cook, "2 mile east Mulliken, M-43. Phone 517-
649.8988. (3-1f.24p)

FOR SALE: 2 yearling Polled Shorthorn
heiters, 4-H caliber. Come see them. Ray
Peters, 3 miles S.E. of Elsie on Riley Road.

(11.31.22p)

COW TRIMMING makes your cows feel
better, produce better and makes you more
money. Call Bob Presson, RFD 3, Evart, Mi
49431. Phone (616) 734-5051. (10tf-14p)

CORRIEDALE SHEEP Purebred
Breeding stock for sale. Paper optional.
Waldo F. Dieterle, 7285 Textile Rd., Saline,
Mich. 48176. Phone (313) 429-7874.  (1-t-19p)

MILKING SHORTHORNS Young bulls,
yearlings and calves for sale. Write or visit
Staniey M. Powell and Family, Ingleside
Farm, R.R.2, Box 238, lonia, Mich, 48846. (6-
t-25p)

FOR SALE - YORKSHIRE serviceage boars
and open gilts top bloodlines tested at MSU
test station. All registered stock. Richard
Cook, /2 mile east Mulliken, M-43. Phone 517-
649.8988. (3-t-24p)

FOR SALE: 2 yearling Polled Shorthorn
heifers, 4-H caliber. Come see them. Ray
Peters, 3 miles S5.E. of Eisie on Riley Road.

(1-3t-22p)

CHAROLAIS - For sale polled or horned
bulls and bred cows, performance tested. R.
J. Eldridge & Sons, 7911 Alden Nash Rd., (M.
50) Alto, Mich. (616) B&8-6223. (3-1-25p)

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE: 500 Wood Beer Lugs & Potato
Crates. $50.00 takes all, stored in dry
bullding. Edward F. Heyn, Baroda - 616-422
1061. (12-1t19p)

SAUSAGE MAKERS, GREAT! RECIPES.
Bologna. Frankfurters, Head Cheese,
Summer, Blood and Pork Sausage. $1.00
Hamiltons, Box 233-131, New Ulm, Minn,
56073. (12-11-20p)

FREEZER DOUGHS! Breads, rolls, buns!
Make your own! Complete, easy in
structions. FACTORY SECRET RECIPES!
$1.00 Hamiltons, Box 233-131, New Ulm,
Minn. 56073. (12-1+-20p)

FOR SALE: 1,000 Bushel Crates for potatoes
or apples at $1.00 each. George Barber,
Empire, Mich. Phone 616-275-7646. (12-1-17p)

FOR SALE: Mixed alfaifa and grass hay.
Also 1959 Chevrolet Viking 50 fruck, V-8
engine 4 and 2 speed. Phone 414.758.3880,
Nashville, Mich. (12-1t-24p)

BOOK .- WEIGHT! A BETTER WAY TO
LOSE (Bible Formula) 128 pages. $1.50 plus
25c postage. From: R. Campbell, P.O, Box
444, Waterford, Mich. 48095. (12-t-24p)

FOR SALE: 40'' Philco Eleciric Range - $45.
Excellent condition. Two ovens, lift top for
easy cleaning. Call 517-482-1877 -- 414 N,
Creyts Rd., Lansing 48917, evenings. (12-1t-
24p)

WARM MORNING & SHENANDOAH &
WOODMASTER Wood Heaters. Ther-
maostatically controlled. Fire brick & cast
lined $170 to $378. PANGBORN’S PAIN.
TING, Stanwood, Mich. 47346, Phone 614.823-
s, (12:11-22p)

FOR SALE: Ashley Wood Burning Heaters;
Wood Kitchen Range; Antique Kitchen
Cabinets; Antique Organ; Hand or Electric
Printing Press; Varityper Headliner:
Portable typewriter: Three piece Living
Room Set; Round Oak Tabies; Beds; Gas
clothes dryer; Electric mangle; Pop Corn
Dispenser; Snowmobiles; Snowmobile
Sleds: Sno-Camper; plus misc. Adams
Enterprises, phone 416.964.3254.  (12.11.50p)

AVOID THE MIDDLEMEN and save. Cedar
fence posts. Rustic rail or board fences:
Ivan Malnar, WHOLESALE CEDAR POST

DOGS

FOR SALE: Purebred English Shepherd
puppies; just weaned. Also, Reg. Holstein
bulls, service age. Records to 21,052M &
BIOF. George Robb. Fowlerville. Phone 517.
2239442, (12-1v-22p)

FOR SALE: Keeshond Puppies

Box 94, Cedar, Mich. 49611. Phone 616-228-
5567. (12-1+-25p)

r ed. Also cattle for sale. 1280 Crandall
Road, Litchfield. Phone 517-542-3127.  (12.1t
16p)

AK.C

YARD. Rte. 3, Rapid River 49878, 904.474.
5204 (12.11.25p)

SAUSAGE MAKERS, premixed spices,
cures for ham, bacon, poultry, game. 40
recipes, casings, stutfers, smoker ideas.
Catalog. National Home Products, Box 4397.
17, Las Vegas, Nevada 89106 (4.91.25p)

AFRICAN VIOLETS - Start plants from
leaves, over 80 varieties. Descriptive price
list 35¢c. Gail's Violets, R No. 4, 5t. Johns,
Mich. 48879. (8-t-20p)

HOMEWORKER'S WANTED! OUT.
STANDING INCOME! INFORMATION
FOR STAMPED ENVELOPE. LaPoe, 9700
Finehl.;rsl. South Gate, California 90280. (7.
&t-15p

PAINTING, Tuck pointing, sand blasting,
caulking, reg ed le-jack, fully in-
sured. E.R. Wilcox, 3424 E. Beaver Rd., Bay
City, Phone 517-684.7640. (8-1.20p)

SURVIVE THE ENERGY CRUNCH Burn
wood, famous Ashley Thermostatic wood
burning circulators available now. Krader
Enterprises, Rt. No. 1, Grand Junction,
Mich. 49056. Phone 616-253-4332. (9-41-24p)

WATCH REPAIR - Any make cleaned,
repaired, intérnal parts, crystals, crowns,
included. No case or dial repair. Three-day
shop service. Wrist watches $8.00, pocket
$20.00. No electrics. Eigin - trained craft-
sman. Mail order repair since 1952. Free
mailer. Hub’s Service, 3855 Hopps Road,
Elgin, I11. 60120. (9-4t-44p)

FARMERS RANCHERS Money
Available from numerous Government
Loans. Send $3.00 to Info Publications, P.O.
Box 34183, Clermont, Indiana 46234, (9-36-
19b) (9-36-19p)

APPLES - CIDER - Biossom Orchards, 2
miles N. of Leslie, 3597 Hull Rd. Closed
Mondays. Phone 517.589.8251. Wholesale -
Retail. Gitt packagesshipped UPS.  (10-4t-
22p) (10-4t-22p)

WANTED .. Chadalee Farms Horseradish
eaters. 100 percent pure. Adds zip and flavor
to beef, ham & pork. Look for the Hot stutf in
Grocer's Dairy Case. (11-6t-25p)

FREE MUSIC LESSON, “Learn Chord
Playing™. Piano, Organ, Guitar. Simple new
system enables anyone to learn. Davidsons,
&72TMF N Metcalf, Shawnee Mission, Kansas
66204, (12-v1-23p)

SAUSAGE MAKERS, premixed spices,
cures for ham, bacon, poultry, game. 40
recipes, casings, stuffers, smoker jdeas.
Catalog, National Home Products, Box 4397-
17, Las Vegas, Nevada 89106. (4.91-25p)

AFRICAN VIOLETS - Start plants from
leaves, over B0 varieties. Descriptive price
list 35c. Gail's Violets, R No. 4, St. Johns,
Mich. 48879, (&-t.20p)

HOMEWORKER'S WANTED! OUT.
STANDING INCOME! INFORMATION
FOR STAMPED ENVELOPE. LaPoe, 9700
Pinehurst, South Gate, California 90280.
(7-61.15p)

PAINTING, Tuck pointing. sand blasting,
caulking, registered steeple-jack, fully in
sured. E.R. Wilcox, 3424 E. Beaver Rd., Bay
City. Phone 517-684.7540, (6 tf-20p)

SURVIVE THE ENERGY CRUNCH Burn
wood, famous Ashiey Thermostatic wood
burning circulators available now. Krader
Enterprises, Rt. No. 1, Grand Junction,
Mich. 49054. Phone 616-253-4332.

(9-41-24p)

WATCH REPAIR - Any make cleaned,
repaired, internal parts, crystals, crowns,
included. No case or dial repair. Three-day
shop service. Wrist watches $8.00, pocket
$2000. No electrics. Elgin - trained craft
sman, Mail order repair since 1952. Free

maller. Hub's Service, 3855 Hopps Road,
Elgin, 1. 80120,

(9-61-44p)
ASPARAGUS ROOTS | 2. 3 year old

Martha Washington, Rhurwid Divisions,
Fall or Spring Planting. Harry H Lepik, R
No. 2, Box 766, Watervliet, Mich, 49098. 615
443.3393.

{11.81.25p)

FARMERS - RANCHERS -- Money
Available From Numerous Government
Loans. Send $3.00 to info Publications, P.O.
Box 34183, Clermont, Indiana 46234,
(9-36-19b)

FOR SALE: 500 New bushel crates $1.00. 20-
bushel apple boxes $20.00. While supply
lasts. Phone 6162757645, Geo. Barber,
Empire, Mich. 49630. (10-t-22p)

FARMERS - Multi-manufacturer distributor
expanding business throughout Michigan.
Need agriculturally experienced associates.
Work independently. Excellent products -
commissions - benefits. Send name - ad-
dress. P.E.D., Box 781, East Lansing, Mich.
(7-61-25p)

PECAN HALVES. Fresh! Galion $10.75
Postpaid. Cane Creek Farm, Box 151.AD,
Cookeville, Tenn. 38501. Guaranteed! (9.4t
14p) (9-4t-14p)

AUCTIONEERING & APPRAISALS
specializing in Farm Personal, Household &
Antiques. Special rates for Farm Bureau
members. James R. Erskine, Freeland,
Mich. 517-695.9182. (11-H-20p)

APPLES - CIDER - Blossom Orchards, 2
miles N. of Leslie, 357 Hull Rd. Closed
Mondays. Phone 517.589-8251. Wholesale -
Retail. Gift packages shipped UPS.
(10-4t-22p)

WANTED - Chadalee Farms Horseradish
eaters. 100 percent pure. Adds zip and flavor
tobeef, ham & pork. Look for the Hot stuff in
Grocer's Dairy Case.

(11-61.25p)

FOR SALE: 500 New bushel crates $1.00. 20-
bushel apple boxes $20.00. While supply
lasts. Phone 616-275-7646. Geo. Barber,
Empire, Mich. 49430,

(10-1.22p)

FARMERS - Multi- manufacturer distributor
expanding business throughout Michigan.
Need agriculturally experienced associates.
Work independently. Excellent products -
commissions - benefits. Send name ad.
dress. P.E.D., Box 781, East Lansing, Mich.

(7-&1-25p"

PECAN HALVES. Fresh! Gallon $10.75

Postpaid. Cane Creek Farm, Box 151.AD,

Cookeville, Tenn. 38501. Guaranteed!
(9-4t-14p)

LAND CLEARING and Bulldozing - By the
hour or by the job, Tom Tank, Eagle,
Michigan 48822. Phone 517.626.-6677. (5.1.18p)

AUCTIONEERING & APPRAISALS
specializing in Farm Personal, Household &
Antiques. Special rates for Farm Bureau
members. James R. Erskine, Freeland,
Mich. 517-695.9182.

(11.1.20p)

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE: Large house - 2 acres - 2 lakes.
Also land zoned frailers water 3 sides.
Consider mini-motor home part payment
near Hastings, Mich. Call 16.267.5688. (123t
24p)

WILL TRADE commercial property in
Thumb Area for land or home in Kalamazoo
Area, write P.O. Box 297, Unionville, or call
517-674.2

(10-41.22p)

FOR SALE: 140 acres - can be divided - 9
miles to MSU, 11 miles to Lansing. Better
than average buildings - high productivity.
Reason for selling -- death in tamily. For
appointment call 517-641.6204 evenings. (12-
21.30p)

FOR SALE: 90 acres Sandy Loam Farm,
Missaukee County. 7.room house, basement,
barn. machine shed, all in nice shape on
blacktop road. 70 acres farm land with
wooded hill, excellent building sites around 2
sides, six miles from Cadillac. Phone &16-
775-5933 (12-21-40p)

WILL TRADE commercial property in
Thumb Area for land or home in Kalamazoo
Area, write P.O. Box 297, Unionville, or call
517-674- 911, (10-4t-22p)
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162,000 “Safety Group
Worker's
GCompensation
Insurance

Dividend

- ———E— ———— - L —

For the fourth time in five years, another
dividend. This time, $162,000... 15% of annual

premiums returned to “Safety Group” Worker’s
Compensation policyholders. These dividends were
earned through good safety experience between
July 1, 1975 and June 30, 1976.

We’re proud of our “Safety Group” policy-
holders. They've achieved strong safety levels
despite spiralling inflation and the greatly
liberalized Worker’s Compensation Law.

The “Safety Group” program was developed to
reward agricultural worker safety while protecting
the farmer. It’s accomplished that purpose. And
any Michigan farmer can become a “Safety
Group” member by holding a Farm Bureau Mem-
bership; actually joining the “Safety Group”; by
agreeing to a common July 1 effective date for the
Worker's Compensation insurance policy; and

by having the majority of farm payroll going to
agricultural employees.

" This dividend-oriented program is designed to provide
~ the lowest net cost Worker’s Compensation coverage
for Michigan farmers. It's a special service for
Farm Bureau Members.

“Safety Group” Worker’s Compensation
. . . another agricultural insurance
innovation that works . . . from Farm
Bureau Mutual.

FARM BUREAU

INSURANCE
GROUP.

Farm Bureau Mutual + Farm Bureau Life * Community Service Insurance
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