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MACMA annual
held in .Grand Rapids

M ichi g a nAg r i cui t u r a I General Manager Noel Stuck-
Coo per a t i v e Mar k e tin g man noted in his management
Association (MACMA), an MFB report that a major success in 1974
affiliate company, has completed was the accreditation of four
one of its best years President marketing units under provisior.s
Elton R. Smith said at MACMA's of the Michigan Agricultural
14th Annual Meeting Feb. 21 in Marketing and Bargaining Act of
Grand Rapids. 1972cPA 344>'Asparagus, cabbage

"W had t g' f I for kraut, potatoes for freezing and
e a ne. am 0 near y tart cheeries were approved for

seven. per cent lD. members ~nd bargaining under PA 344.
experl~nced our. ~hlrd consecu!lve Although P A 344 h been und
year WJth a posItIve net margm," . as. er
Smith told the assembled mem- hre b~ processors With the
b rs Marketmg Board and MACMA
e . currently involved in a suit filed by
Although no~new divisions were Michigan Canners and Freezers

added to the current 13, President Association and others MACMA
Smith noted that MACMA is the attorney Jim White was positive of
largest marketing organization the outcome.
within the AFBF affiliated "There is no question in my mind
American Agricultural Marketing that we will ultimately prevail in
Association and one of the major this issue," White told the MACMA
marketing-bargaining groups in members in an address delivered
the country. at the convention.

Michigan Farm Bureau At Large
Director Walter E. Frahm of
Frankenmuth has been named
Michigan State University's 1975
DairYman of the Year.

Frahm, 12850Bradley Road, was
awarded the honor during MSU's
Dairy Breeds and Awards lun-
cheon at Kellogg Center Monday
noon. The annual presentation is
part of MSU's Farmers' Week,
March 17-21.

''This award is in recognition of
Walter's successful dairy
operation, his leadership in
Michigan's dairy industry and
contribution to the dairy science
department," says Dr. Charles
Lassiter, department chairman.

Frahm has farmed continuously
since graduation from Arthur Hill
High School in 1945and a two-year
MSU short course.

He and his brotl)er, Ralph,
jointly own a 500-acre dairy
operation that supports 60 animals
ha ving a rolling herd average of
12,101 pounds of milk and 552
pounds of butterfat annually, a
level maintained the past 13years.
The herd has been on the Dairy
Herd Improvement Association
(DHIA) test program since 1954.

Frahm has been the Franken-
muth School Board president many
years am has served as Deacon
and Elder of the Saginaw Warren
Avenue Presbyterian Church.

He has been secretary-treasurer
of Saginaw County DHIA 10years.
He was secretary of the Saginaw
Valley Guernsey Breeders'
Association and president and
secretary of Michigan Guernsey
Breeders' Association.

He has bee.n a member of Farm
Bureau since 1948and has served
as a director of the Michigan Farm
Bureau, Fann Bureau Services,
Farm Bureau Insurance and the
Michigan Agriculture Cooperative
Marketing Association.

Frahm am his wife, Sally, have
five children: Susan, Walter,
Barbara, Charles and Thomas.

Mrs. Jackson
gets honor

Michigan Farm Bureau
Woman's Committee Vice
Chairman Claudine Jackson has
been named a runnerup finalist in
a Chevron Chemical Company
Farm (,hemicals Magazine
sponsored "Spokesman of the
Year" contest.

The annual event is conducted to
honor those taking positive action
in behalf of agriculture. This years
contest drew a record number of
entries.

Judging was based on three
factors: 1.) the number of events
participated in by the entrant;
2.) the variety of media, and
3.) the message or program.

Frank Smith, Jr., Carleton,
Monroe County, was appointed for
a term expiring September 1, 1978.
Smith, in partnership with his two
brothers, has approximately 900
acres of vegetable and field crops.
They also ha ve three acres of
greenhouses for the production of
vegetables and flowering plants.
Smith is a former Monroe County
President and MFB Board
Member. Currently he is president
of the Michigan Vegetable Council.

Smith's appointment and Mc-
Manus' reappointment are subject
to State Senate confirmation.

Walter Frahm [right] At Large Director on MFB's Board, was
awarded "Dairyman of the Year" honors during M.S.V.'s Farmers'
Week.

Two Michigan Farm Bureau
Members have been nominated by
Governor William G. Milliken to be
members of the state's
Agricultural Marketing and
Bargaining Board.

Renamed to the board was Mrs.
Clara McManus, Traverse City,
owner aM operator of a 285 acre
farm, 150 acres of, which are in
fruit. She serves on the bipartisan
boa rd as a Democrat member and
was first appointed to the board in
1973. Her reappointment is for a
term expiring September 1, 1978.
She is a member of the Northwest
Michigan Farm Bureau.

Two members
to Ag board

President's column
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5372, 5373
Let's get it straight

I was pleased to see nearly 500 fanners turn out for the
Senate Taxation Committee Hearing on Senate Bills 372and
373.These are the bills that if passed would subject farmers
to considerable increased taxes by removing most of the
present sales tax exemptions on farm production inputs.
This means that all machinery, equipment, bailer twines,
sprays, chemicals and numerous other supplies that are
now nontaxable would become taxable.

In my testimony prepared for the hearing, I pointed out
that the exe~ptions left would be minor as they would only
apply to seeds, feeds and fertilizer. As a matter of fact,
many farmers do not plant seeds, they plant trees, bushes,
;eedlings, vines, plants, etc. which apparently would be
taxed. In addition, we were absolutely amazed to note that
the bills as they now read, in my opinion, would make
breeding livestock and livestock or poultry, or horticulture
products purchased for futu~e growth taxable. Bob Smith,
our Legisla tive Counsel, discussed this briefly with the
Treasury Department and they were unable to give a
definite interpretation. This means that the livestock in-
dustry could be especially hard hit.
I was also interested in watching the conduct of the

hearing. As it turned out, not many farmers had an op-
portunity to speak after coming to Lansing at their own
time and expense as some legislators took up part of the
time. However, I was pleased that such a large number
turned" out for this hearing, plus the fact that some farmers
close to Lansing went to the effort to bring in several pieces
of farm machinery and placed signs on them to indicate
what the sales tax would amount to, in addition to the high
price that machinery now costs. Some of the farmers told
me that passers-by were amazed at the size of the equip-
ment now used on Michigan farms and its prices.

Sena tor Bowman and his committee obviously "got the
message" as to how farmers feel on this unreasonable
"effort to tax production, machinery and supplies. Senator
Bowman tried to placate the crowd by telling them several .
times that Senate bills 372and 373were onlv "vehicle bills"
and that they were only needed to "tighten up" and
"clarify" some of the sales tax laws. The fanners did not
buy that as the bills are very clear as to their meaning.
They simply mean large increases in the cost of agriculture
production. Fanners would become caught in a" double tax
whammy." First if the bills pass and reimpose sales taxes
on industry that make the supplies that we buy, those taxes
would obviously oass on to the fanners in the form of higher

prices. Secondly, the additional four percent sales tax ttUlt
farmers would be required to pay could not be passed on as
fanners, unlike industry or merchants, are not able to
increase the prices they receive in order to pass on such
increased costs to the consumer. It then, in effect, becomes
an additional tax on the fann family income.

My prepared testimony gave an actual example of a fann
family that had a net family income last year of $10,000.
Had these bills been in effect their costs would have gone up
$729.00which translates into more than seven percent of
their family income! In looking at other examples, I find
that this could range from over three percent to ten percent
or more depending on the type of agriculture and the in-
dividual situation. I also find that according to the most
recent issue of Economic Indicators, a US publication
prepared by the Council of Economic Advisors, that the 1975
adjusted parity ratio has skidded to 70. This is the per-
centage ratio of index prices .received by farmers to the
index of prices paid. Impossible as it may seem, this is the
lowest it has been since 1933!42years ago!

I want to personally thank all the Farm Bureau members
who took time to come to Lansing on March 24 and appear
at the hearing, and also to thank the thousands of Fann
Bureau members who have written to their state senator
and to Senator Bowman, Chairman of the Senate Taxation
Committee. I also was pleased to see how well Fann
Bureau's "telephone grid" worked when it was put into
effect three weeks previous to the hearing. We know that
most senators received many letters from Farm Bureau
members. However, there are indications that in a few
counties, county legislative committees, and minutemen
did not follow through as far as possible. Let's make sure
tha t our communication system works in the future because
this is a continuing effort.

Let's not be lulled into .complacency by being told that
such legislation as 8372 and S373 are "only vehicle bills,"
and "not to worry" as they are only trying to "clarify"
present statutes. These bills were introduced for one pur-
pose and only one purpose and that is to impose the sales
tax on nearly everything that fanners buy to produce food
in order to pick up an estimated $15million in state taxes.

Admittedly, Michigan has the best sales tax exemption in
the nation. Farm Bureau fought the original battle way
back in the 1930's.We have fought several times through the
years to keep it. It is obvious we must fight again--NOW!

Four MFB representatives attended an AFBF sponsored conference
on land use planning recently in Washington, D. C. Wyoming Senator
Clifford Hansen told the meeting the basic issue with Federal land use
planning is "private ownership of property versus public ownership."
Shown with AFBF President William J. Kuhfuss are from left, AI Almy,
legislative counsel. [Kuhfuss], :\lFB Vice President Dean Pridgeon, at
large Board Member James Sayre and Administrative Director Robert
Braden.

I ~~en!tio~o~llie~a: ~~~l~ ~= ~O~~i~ =.
d · Land and Open Space Preservation plete information.

Act CPA116) is getting nearer. The County Farm Bureausme Ia House-Senate Joint Rules Com- throughout the state are holding
mittee held a hearing on March 11 numerous public meetings in order
and approved the rules and to inform as many landowners as
regulations necessary for the possible of the details of the Act.
administration of the law. There Farm Bureau uses a slide
are still two steps to be completed presentation along with other
before applications will be informational material.
available to landowners. Economists at MSU will soon

The regulations must be for- publish a study of the effect that
warded to the Governor by March PA 116 can have on agriculture
27, after which they are forwarded through cutting property taxes.
to the Secretary of State and then Eight different farms were used
become fully in effect 15days later. to create a composite picture. The
This process will be completed results were that if the Act had
about the 12th of April. Application been in effect for the past ten
forms are at the printers and will years, the overall property tax
be sent out to townships, county relief would have ~een 47.percent.
am city offices. The greatest relief dunng that

Application fonns will also be period would have been for beef
available in county Farm Bureau fanners with ~ percent tax .relief
offices am perhap; other places arxl cash ~ram farmers WIth 70
such as extension offices and other percent relief.
businesses. About 1600 fanners Dairy and fruit would have been
ha ve already p1t their names on a aboot 50 perc~nt. In pro~ecting the
request list. Forms will be sent expected tax mcreases m ~e next
directly to them. The May issue of several years, the study estimates
the Michigan Fann News will that the tax relief would be at least
contain sample copies of the at>- 56 percent by 1984.

and farmers were at the very
bottom of the "blame" list with
only 3.1%. If the public press had
not done an admirable job of telling
the story of agriculture to the
general public, farmers would not
be enjoying the good image they do
today.

Yet more press contacts, by far,
are made in the fonn of complaints
than appreciation. When the
publicity is good, we tend to sit
back am take it for granted. When
it's not, we make charges of bias
and misinformation.

Before any of us make such
charges, we'd better take a look at
our own objectivity. Something we
disagree with is not necessarily
misinformation. And bias? We all
have that.

According to Webster, bias is "a
mental leaning or inclination;
partiality, prejudice." What kind
of organization would we be if we
did not have that? Your Michigan
Farm Bureau "Agriculture in
Action" column, which is carried
in the public press throughout the
state, is about as "biased" as you
can get, advocating Fann Bureau
policies and philosophy which are
not always in agreement with all
its readers.

When we condemn the public
press, when we question their right
to I11blish what they believe is
truth, we condemn an important
part of our American Way of Life.
For 200 years, a free people have
let their voices be heard through a
free press. Can any other country
make that claim? The answer, of
course, is "no," for an alert, ar-
ticulate press is the dictator's
nightmare.
It is our salvation ....

For the past several weeks, I
ha ve listened to condemnation of
the plblic press by Fann Bureau
people. This concerns me. Until a
short time ago, I was a member of
the 111blic press - am proud to be a
part of this vital industry. Now, I
am equally proud to be a part of the
Michigan Farm Bureau.

Although my position has
changed - one thing has not. I am
still a journalist. The basic dif-
ference is that now the Fann
Bureau policy .book is my guide
instead of just my own personal
convictions. Thankfully, the two
closely parallel.

Journalists have a common
trait; they are crusaders at heart.
They truly believe they can change
things for the better - and the
history of our great country shows
that they can. It's called the
"power of the press."
.There are few journalists who

awse this power. Most aim for
objective rep<rting - but news
people are huma n beings and their
objectivity can become clouded by
the attitudes am reactions of
people they encounter while
searching for the troth.

No organization or segment of
society can demand good publicity.
It must be earned. Agriculture has
earned it during recent years and
has rightfully shared the public
spotlight with national and world
happenings. And Farm Bureau has
earned its place in the sun as the
respected voice of agriculture.

The results of a recent national
poll on "Who do YOll think is to
blame for higher food prices?"
proves that farmers enjoy an
excellent public image. Govern-
ment rated the highest with 28.4%
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primary business is manufacture
of glass products for beverage and
commercial containers, are
seriously considering entering the
home canning jar field.

Home canners are being warned
by health and agricultural officials
to be aware of the food poisoning
dangers in home canning.

Deadly botulism can result from
canned foods not boiled long
enough or sealed properly during
the canning process. The Federal
Government is planning a massive
nationwide information and
education program to inform the
public on how to safely home can.

8% 5 Year Maturity $100.00 Minimum Purchase

(F.B.S. only)
8%% 10 Year Maturity $100.00 Minimum Purchase

9% 15 Year Maturity $100.00 Minimum Purchase

8~% 10 Year Maturity $1,000.00 Minimum Purchase

9%% 15 Year Maturity $5,000.00 Minimum Purchase

Interest paid annually on September 1st. The purchaser to
be offered the option to receive their interest in quarterly
payments on September 1st, December 1st. March 1st, and
June 1st. I nterest would start the date of purchase.

I Clip and mail this coupon to: F-a-RF.mm~~ I
I Mr. C. A. Morrill I 1

I
Farm Bureau Services, Inc. BUreaU II
Farmers Petroleum Cooperative. Inc.
P. O. Box 960I LanSing, Michigan 48904 ~~~ I

I I would like a copy of the prospectus and a call by a regis- II tered sales agent. I
I Name I
I Road RFO No. I
I City --=--=--=--=--=--=--=-============ C ou nty ---- -- -- -- -- -- --- -- -- I
I Phone ------- I~----------------------------

--------------------------
This is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy these
securities. The offering is made only by the prospectus.

INTEREST ON DEBENTURES 5-10-15 year maturity

Institutes held
throughout state

Thumb Regional Representative Ken Wimmer explains to some of
over 40 Thumb Region members and MFB staff, the purpose of a
Regional Institute. In February and March Institutes were held
throughout the state to help County Farm Bureau leaders carry out
effective, worthwhile programs and activities.

by Cindy Sage
asking the availability of stock in
the spring.

Last year, Ball Jar Corporation
manufactured between 600and 700
million glass jars for canning
purposes, and that was far from
enough. As for the cost of jars,
consumers can expect to pay
between $2.50 and $2.75 for a case
of 12 jars. Two years ago, the price
was approximately $2.00.

If companies can increase
production volume then jar costs
are expected to level off.

Currently, three major U.S.
firms supply a large portion of
home canning jars, and there is
talk that three other firms, whose

MICHIGAN FARM NEWS

Home canning

A squeeze this year too?
Pressured by inflation, families

are struggling to cut corners in an
effort to stretch household dollars.
One corner being trimmed is the
food budget, as thousands of
Americans discover the world of
home food preservation, especially
canning.

George Lowery general sales
manager of the Ball Jar Cor-
poration of Munice Indiana says
his company is working overtime
to increase supplies, but the
demand is so heavy it is doubtful
whether the industry will ha ve
sufficient stock to meet the
challenge of consumers this year.

The na tions' three major home
canning jar producers, Lowery
said, were caught flat footed
because indicators of home can-
ning demams did not show that
business would double overnight.

Shortage of jars developed
during the 1972canning season as
more and more Americans either
planted backyard gardens or
decided they could save money hy
purchasing and processing raw
fruits and vegetables.

Jar companies ha ve increased
their production capabilities' with
the addition of new equipment, but
now there is the problem with
available raw materials.

For an example, jar manufac-
turers are having problems ob-
taining enough soda ash for glass
production and steel for use in
making jar calli and lids. The
problem, according to Lowery, is
that raw material suppliers have
had to satisfy federal government
pollution control regulations, and
then gear their plants to satisfy
glass jar company needs, and it all
takes time.

Despite moves by jar companies
to increase production, consumers
will find supermarket shelves with
allocated supplies of jars and lids.
The allocation move is an effort to
meet demand by spreading around
the country available supplies.

Previously, canning jar sales
were slow during the late fall and
winter months, but with the
shortage, some supermarkets
report customers eager to pur-
chase jars and lids and frequently

FBS/FPC ads
recognized for
excellence

1974-75 programs by Farm
Bureau, Services and Farmers
Petroleum to communicate
product information and the
cooperative message to Michigan
farmers have been recognized for
excellence.

In competition sponsored by the
American Advertising Federation,
Farm Bureau Services placed
second among competitors from
three states (Michigan, Illinois,
Indiana) for a series of full-color
advertisements promoting the
value of the supply cooperative to
agricultural producers. The ads
appeared in all leading Michigan
farm magazines. The same series
placed first in local competition.

Farmers Petroleum received a
second place regional award for a
single ad which told of how
cooperative action helped assure
farmers of top fuel priority during
the energy crisis.

Farm Bureau Services also won
local 3rd-place awards for "Open
Line" magazine and for a new feed
bag design.

The material was created and
produced by the Public Relations
and Marketing Services Depart-
ment of Farm Bureau Services /
Farmers Petroleum. headed by
Arlo Wasson am assisted by Greg
Sheffield. They use the services of
Jepson-Murray Advertising of
Lansing.

1974

3-20
3114

56,326
94

59,534
92.78
98.07
1176

1975

3-19
3470

56,640
89

60,199
92.71
98.53

899

Counties with 1301 and over
members - Max Hood, Van Buren;
Les Dowd, Van Buren; Allen
Prillwitz, Berrien; Mervin Knoll,
Tuscola and Wesley Prillwitz,
Berrien. Affiliate Company Per-
sonne~ - Norbert Forbes, Saginaw;
Vince Rappette, Hiawathaland;
and Stan Stempky, Cheboygan.

Counties with 801-1300members-
Marvin Wade, Branch; Don
Gregory, Northwest Michigan;
Adrian Hammerle, Oceana; Leona
Kasbin, Northwest Michigan.

like you are a part of it," President
Smith told the Young Farmers.

The conference brought together
scores of Young Farmers in
February to discuss and study
concepts of leadership.

Gathering in Lansing from all
regions of the state, the Young
Farmers attended seminars on
Effective Communication, Farm
Bureau Today, Young Farmers in
Action and Member to Member
Sales and Member to Consumer
Education.

Date
New
Renewals
Life Mbrs.
TOTAL MEMBERS
%l\1aint.
%Goal
NEEDED FOR GOAL:

As part of this years mem-
bership drive the Farm Bureau
affiliate companies sponsored an
awards program to recognize
outstanding membership workers.
To receive an award a recipient
had to be from a 1975Goal County
and do an outstanding job in
membership work.

The winners are as follows:
Counties with 1-300 members -
Charlotte Putney, Benzie County;
Leonard Ollilo, Copper Country;
Frank Schwiderson, Chippewa;
Gordon Philibeck, Menominee;
Leonard Dziedzic, Menominee;
Hattie Lockhart, Chippewa. The awards were sponsored by

Counties with 301-800members - I<'arm Bureau Insurance Group,
Ralph Freel, Presque Isle, Dan Farm Bureau Services, Farmers
Deal. Manistee; Leo Berg, Petroleum Cooperative, Michigan
Charlevoix; Paul Koviak, Agricultural Cooperative
Cheboygan; Daryl Peterson, l\larketing Associat ion and
Mason; Ron Wood, Mason. l\1ichigan Farm Bureau.

1975 MEMBERSHIP DAILY COMPARISON SHEET

QUOTA: 61097 QUOTA: 60709
GOAL: 61098 GOAL: 60710

Young Farmer Committee Chairman Gary Nye welcomed those
attending the Young Farmer Leaders' Conference. On'the dias with Nye
are [from left] Ken Cheatham, AFBF Program Development Division
and MFB Young Farmer Vice Chairman Tom Atherton and his wife
Lynn.

MFB President Elton R. Smith
told a group of MFB Young Far-
mers that farmers need to be
organized today more than any
time in our history. Speaking at the
1975 Young Farmers Leaders'
Conference President Smith
emphasized the need for the in-
volvement of members and the
constant flow of new ideas in a
growing organization.

"I view the future of agriculture
with confidence because people

In. membershie

Top ""orkers
get 0""0 rds
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Robert E. Smith CAPITOL REPORT 
A legislative whirlwind 

Already the legislative activity is 
rising to a whirlwind tempo. More 
than 1200 bills have been in
troduced. In addition, nearly 400 
resolutions of various kinds have 
been introduced. A summary of 
some of the legislation of current 
interest to agriculture follows: 

SALES TAX: 
Farm Bureau members 

throughout the state are deluging 
their senators with letters in op
position to S.B. 372 and S.B. 373. 
These bills would eliminate the 
sales tax exemptions on all farm 
inputs with the only exception 
being seeds, feeds, and fertilizer. 
This would cost Michigan farmers 
millions of dollars annually and 
would put an increased burden on 
the already worsening "cost-price 
squeeze." A large crowd of Farm 
Bureau members came to Lansing 
on March 24 to appear at a hearing 
held by Senator John Bowman, 
Chairman of the Senate Taxation 
Committee. Many spoke in op
position to this legislation and 
pointed out that farmers should not 
be expected to make up the loss of 
revenue resulting when the voters 
removed the sales tax from food. 

BUSINESS PRIVILEGE TAX: 
H.B. 4640 recently introduced is 

known as the business privilege tax 
which in reality is a value added 
tax and would apply to all kinds of 
businesses ranging from farmers 
to businesses on main street, in
dustries, insurance companies, 
etc., etc. The stated purpose is to 
restructure Michigan's business 
taxes in order to encourage new 
businesses. Eight different 
business taxes would be repealed. 
A single 2% tax would be imposed 
based mostly on gross income with 
deductions only on the cost of 
actual inputs, or put another way 
the tax base would be determined 
by taking the net income and ad
ding back to it the cost of wages, 
taxes, depreciation, rent and in
terest. One hundred percent of any 
capital outlay would be deductible. 

The bill as introduced contains a 
$15,000 exemption which under a 
formula is wiped out as the tax 
base gets larger. It is difficult to 
explain the issue as the proposal is 
so broad in its implications that 
few analysis have been made. 
Farm Bureau is watching this very 

closely. It appears that agriculture 
as a whole would be paying more 
taxes with the heaviest burden 
falling in the fruit areas due to the 
heavy labor cost. The taxes 
proposed to be repealed would not 
help agriculture as none of them 
apply to agriculture. In order to 
determine the impact on individual 
farmers, it would be necessary to 
figure the individual cost based on 
the personal income tax in com
parison with the potential tax 
based on this new approach. 
However, it would be entirely 
possible to have a tax obligation 
even if no income was made during 
the year. 

One preliminary study states 
flatly that the proposed business 
privilege tax would* "result in a 
significant increase*n taxes paid 
to the state by farms with a base in 
excess of $15,000." The potential 
problems are such that agriculture 
should be exempted! The Michigan 
Farm Bureau Board will soon 
make a decision on an official 
position. 

INHERITANCE TAX: 
H.B. 4239 is now under con

sideration by the House and is 
designed to raise additional 
moneys from inheritance in 
Michigan. As reported out of 
committee, it would for the first 
time in Michigan make insurance 
receipts taxable in excess of 
$60,000. Outstate members of the 
Tax Committee were able to put an 
amendment on the bill to exempt 
farm property up to $250,000. The 
bill is a complete rewrite of the 
Michigan Inheritance Tax laws. 
Farm Bureau will wait for ad
ditional amendments to the bill. 

AGRICULTURE BILLS: 
Some action is occurring on 

several bills of an agriculture 
nature. H.B. 4223 has passed the 
House. This is a major revision of 
the law controlling highway lit
tering from vehicles such as 
trucks. The bill has passed the 
House and provides that no vehicle 
can be driven on the highway 
unless it is constructed or loaded to 
prevent loss of contents on the 
road. Also, the vehicle whether 
loaded or empty "shall not have 
any holes or cracks through which 
such material can escape." On 
trucks with sideboards, loads could 

not be within six inches of the top of 
the sideboards unless the load is 
covered with canvass or other 
covering. The bill also specifies 
methods of loading and securing 
"logs or tubular products." 
Legislators with farm constituents 
succeeded in amending the bill to 
exempt "a person operating a 
vehicle to transport seasonal 
agriculture commodities at the 
time of harvest and in the normal 
operation of the farm." 

S.B. 208 and 209 are supported by 
Farm Bureau and would provide 
for the "certification of animal 
technicians." Passage of this 
legislation would make it legal for 
technicians graduated from 
Michigan State University to work 
with veterinarians as assistants 
and under supervision do certain 
specified veterinary work. Farm 
Bureau made sure that such 
licensing would not be required for 
technicians that work with MABC 
and DHIA. With the shortage of 
veterinarians specializing in large 
animals, the use of such trained 
technicians employed by a 
veterinarian should be helpful to 
agriculture in broadening the 
available veterinarian service. 

H.B. 4129 amends the fluid milk 
act of 1965. It has passed the House 
and is now in the Senate. It brings 
Michigan's milk act in conformity 
with new federal regulations that 
must be followed by each state. It 
sets the butterfat content for milk 
at 3.2% and the solids, not fat, 
content at 8.25%. It also provides 
for dating of consumer cartons and 
other provisions for refrigeration 
of milk in the retail markets. While 
these limits are slightly lower than 
previous limits, passage of the bill 
is essential to conform to federal 
standards and to assure that dairy 
farmers can remain competitive 
with other states. In addition to 
Farm Bureau support of the 
legislation, it is also supported by 
MMPA and other milk co
operatives in the state. Farm 
Bureau is active on the federal 
level to change federal regulations 
to increase the amount of solids, 
not fat, in milk and to eliminate 
non-dairy additives. 

H.B. 4215 has passed the House 
and is now in the Senate. It is a 
major updating of Michigan's feed 
law. Some papers reported this 
legislation as if Michigan had no 

regulation of feeds. This is not true. 
Michigan feeds have been 
regulated for many years. H.B. 
4215 makes Michigan law now 
comparable with the uniform feed 
law as recommended by the 
Association of American Feed 
Control officials. 

S.B. 46 would amend the 
Michigan comminuted meat law to 
permit the use of soy products with 
poultry meat and certain sausage 
products. The use of such high 
proteins would expand the market 
for poultry meat. The soybean 
products market would also be 
expanded. The poultry industry 
and Farm Bureau has supported 
such legislation in previous years. 

H.B. 4431 would update 
Michigan's fertilizer law which 
r e g u l a t e s m a n u f a c t u r e r s , 
distribution, sales, labeling and 
advertising of fertilizer and soil 
conditioners and also licenses 
manufacturers, distributors, 
controls and register fertilizer. 
This rewrite of the law bring 
Michigan into conformity with the 
recommended uniform fertilizer 
laws throughout the country. 

S.B. 385 fee deduction has been 
introduced and would authorize 
and require the purchaser of fruits 
and vegetables to deduct 
marketing fees due the cooperative 
marketing association. It would 
also require that such fees be 
remitted on time. Deduction of 
such fees would first have to be 
authorized by the producer. 
Presently some processors refuse 
to deduct such fees when 
requested, or in some cases, do not 
remit the fees to the marketing 
cooperative thus using producers' 
money for a period of time without 
interest. This is an extremely 
important bill to the fruit and 
vegetable producers. 

LITTERING: Several bills have 
been introduced including H.B. 
4296 which would regulate the use 
of returnable containers and 
provide for certification of such 
containers. It would ban the use of 
some metal-type containers and 
require a 10$ deposit on returnable 
containers. 

At least eight other bills have 
been introduced on littering along 
the same lines; one, S.B. 215 would 
require a judge to order a person 
caught littering to engage in litter 
gathering along highways or other 

rvami? t%* j&r-
areas. It would delete.the present 
fine and jail. 

Another, S.B. 349, would increase 
the litter fine from the present $400 
to $500. S.B. 233 is identical to the 
House bill. S.B. 15 would ban the 
sale of beverages in metal con
tainers of the "snap-type" and 
require a bottle deposit. Governor 
Milliken has taken a strong stand 
on littering. It is probable that the 
litter laws will be strengthened this 
year. Present litter laws are good 
except there is a major lack of 
enforcement. A deposit on 
returnable containers should, 
however, encourage picking up the 
roadside. 

LABOR: 
There are dozens of labor bills 

introduced, most of which would 
affect farmers. For example, S.B. 
185 amends the Workman's 
Compensation Act to reduce the 
number of weeks from 13 to 6 an 
employee must work in agriculture 
before being covered and removes 
the word "consecutive" meaning 
that the 6 weeks could be scattered 
throughout the year. This would 
bring many additional agricultural 
workers under Workman's 
Compensation. 

S.B. 355 [H.B. 4399] is an 82 page 
rewrite of the entire Workman's 
Compensation Act. Most of the 
changes relating to agriculture in 
separate acts in both houses would 
be included in the total rewrite. 

S.B. 177 and H.B. 4311 would 
bring agriculture labor under the 
unemployment act and require 
farmers to pay into the program. 
S.B. 186 would change the 
minimum wage law by making it 
applicable to all over 16 years of 
age and under 65 years of age. It 
would cut the present exemption 
from 4 down to 2 that are employed 
at anyone time within a calendar 
year. This would have a major 
effect on farmers hiring labor. 

H.B. 4605 would require all 
wages earned by agriculture 
employees to be paid weekly with 
no deductions. 

S.B. 174 is a perennial bill and 
would require farmers to put toilet 
facilities along with provisions for 
washing out in the field. This bill 
had public hearings last year and 
lacked one vote of coming out of 
committee. It is known by many as 
the "potty bill." 

MACAAA d r a w s L ^ L ™ * Service awards 

news media 

MACMA Annual Feb. 21 in Grand Rapids drew a large number of 
MACMA members. The event brought out the Grand Rapids news 
media too. 

See page 1 story 

called poor 
Recognizing the poor condition of 

rural roads and bridges throughout 
the nation, the President of the 
National Highway Users 
Federation called on farmers to be 
active in defending the use of the 
Highway Trust Fund for its in
tended purpose - roads. 

Speaking at the Highway Users 
Federation of Michigan annual 
meeting in Lansing, March 6, 
Peter G. Koltnow said the critical 
needs are for the people who use 
the rural roads to know what the 
problems are and to make their 
feelings known to their legislators. 

Koltnow noted a recent survey 
which showed that 58 per cent of 
the people feel that rural roads in 
their state need improvement. 

"This is a much greater per
centage of the population than lives 
in rural areas and shows a general 
awareness of road needs," said 
Koltnow. 

Farm Bureau's efforts to 
maintain a viable highway system 
were praised by Koltnow. 

given during 
Farmer's Week 

M.S.L'.'s College of Agriculture and Natural Resources Distinguished 
Service Awards were presented by Dean Larry Boger, far left, to [from 
left] Frank Merriman, Erwin J. Raven and David C. Morris. Merriman, 
past president of Sanilac County Farm Bureau, is a dairyman. Morris, a 
beef grower from Grand Ledge, is a former MFB board member. Raven 
works for Detroit Edison. 
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NATIONAL NOTES
Farm bill, land use,

Albert A. Almy

estates \
I

\

"Only farmers produce food"

Livestock equipment
firm acquired

Q: I attended my Board of Review meeting to protest my property
tax assessment and I am not satisfied. How do I appeal? [This
question was received by telephone to Farm Bureau Center.]

A: You have taken the first correct step in your effort to adjust
your assessment which you believe to be too high. A taxpayer must
first appeal to the local board of review and if he is not satisfied with
the action taken there, he has the right to appeal to the Michigan Tax
Tribunal, 868 Southland Avenue, Lansing, Michigan 48922. Such an
appeal may be by letter and postmarked no later than the first
Monday in May [May 5]. Your letter should mention that you have
appeared and protested before your local board of review and ~ive
the date. You will receive from the Tribunal forms and instructIons
on which to iooicate the full basis of your appeal. The taxpayer also
has another opportunity to appeal to the Tribunal, and that is within
30 days after he receives his tax bill.

Residences, agricultural property and others are permitted to
appeal to the "Small Claims Division." There are no fees. The
property owner can appear (or himself, or be represented by
someone if he chooses. The appeal will be held by a member of the
Tax Tribunal. The dicision is final. The property owner, however,
has the choice to appeal to the entire Tribunal. In this case, there
are some fees involved based on the size of the valuation. One ad-
vantage of the Tribunal is that while the property owner must justify
his appeal to the Tribunal, the tax assessing officials must also
justify their action and the decision is made by an impartial person
or the entire Tribunal.

So far it appears that the Tribunal is working very well and that the
huge backlog of appeals transferred to them from the Tax Com-
mission is steadily being reduced.

dollar. In many cases. the spoose
or heirs to fann property are
forced to sell all or part of their
fann just to pay estate taxes. HR
1793attacks three aspects of this
problem.

First the bill increases the 1942
estate exemption of $60,000 to
$200,000. This would apply to all
estates, not only to fann estates.

Secondly, the bill raises the
marital deduction from the current
50 percent of the adjusted gross
estate. Again, this would apply to
all estates.

Finally, the bill establishes a
procedure whereby heirs to a farm
estate could elect to have it
assessed at the agricultural value
rather than the highest potential
value. If such an election is made,
the bill provides that the land in the
estate must remain in farming for
a period of five years, or the
highest potential value would be
assessed and the higher tax would
be collected.

HR 1793 and related bills are
awaiting consideration by the
House Ways and Means Com-
mittee. Michigan Congressmen
Guy VanderJagt and Richard
VanderVeen (D-Grand Rapids)
a re members of this committee.
Fann Bureau is in strong support
of this legislation.

equipment, so we are certain the
move is a good one.

"Universal will broaden its base
in the manufacture of livestock
equipment, which will in turn allow
us to be of even greater service to
our fanner-customers."

The purchase involves all real
estate, equipment, inventories,
and the trade names "Star" and'
"Star Tank" and the registered
trademark "Hog-Tite."

Included in the acquisition are
three plants located in Goshen,
Indiana; Red Oak, Iowa, and
Fernwood, Mississippi.

The new operation will be known
as the Star Agri-Products Division
of Universal Cooperatives, and will
be headquartered in Goshen.

Farm Bureau Services, through
its interests in Universal
Cooperatives, Inc. announces
purchase of the Agri-products
division of Starcraft, a subsidiary
of the Bangor Punta Corporation.

Universal Cooperatives is a
major supplier of goods to Farm
Bureau Services and Farmers
Petroleum reta iloutlets, and is co-
owned by 38 other regional Fann
Supply Cooperatives.

"Sta reraft has been accepted as
an industry leader," said Donald
R. Armstrong, Executive Vice
President for Farm Bureau Ser-
vices and Farmers Petroleum,
"and they are particularly
proficient in the field of livestock

however, require certain
provisions in state land use plans
developed with the federal funds.

Hearings on HR 3510 were held
March 17-18 and March 24-25.
Fann Bureau policy is opposed to
federal assistance to states for
land use planning except under a
grant-in-aid program. The AFBF
Board of Directors analyzed HR
3510 at its March 3 meeting and
concluded that it does not meet
Farm Bureau policy requirements.

ESTATE TAXES:
Legislation to update provisions

of the federal estate tax law has
been introduced by 11 house
members, including Michigan
Congressman Guy VanderJagt (R-
Luther). The purpose of the
legislation, HR 1793 and related
bills, is to bring federal estate tax
exemptions into line with the
higher value of farm land which
has been driven up by inflation,
urban development and other
pressures.

Existing federal estate tax
exemptions were set in 1942 and
are badly out of date. For example,
inflation and the decline in pur-
chasing power of the dollar would
require that the current $60,000
exemption be raised to $180,000just
to reflect the 1975 value of the

UBy the rude bridge that
arched the flood,

Their flag to April's
breeze unfurled:

Emerson

April 19,
1775

Here once the embattled
farmers stood,

And fired the shot
heard round the

world."

programs, maintains Wittwer.
"There is still room for tremen-
dous improvements in the
nutritional value, yield and other
important factors in many crops. A
special effort should be directed
toward improving the proteins of
cereal grains (rice, wheat, corn,
sorghum, barley, oats, and
triticale>. This would be the
quickest possible solution to
protein deficiency.

"Improved water management
is also a necessity. Innovations in
drip or trickle irrigation are a step
in the correct direction. By putting
the water only where the plants
need it, water requirements can be
reduced as much as 80 percent."

Wittwer sums up the need for
new agricultural technologies,
"We can get along without
luxuries, but we can't survive
without food, nor can the world.
Only farmers produce food. With
the help of science we can keep it
that way."

With regards to the dairy support
provision in HR 4296,Fann Bureau
policy recommends a continuation
of the provision in the existing
fann program which requires that
manufacturing milk be supported
at not less than 80 percent, nor
more than 90percent of parity. The
provision in HR 4296 legislatively
increases the minimum price
support level and is not consistent
with Fann Bureau policy which
favors the greater flexibility
provided by the present law.

The bill now goes to the Senate.

LAND USE:
Federal land use legislation, HR

3510, has been introduced by
Congressman Morris Udall (D-
Arizona). A Federal Land Use Bill
has also been developed, but not
formally introduced at this time by
Senator Henry Jackson (D-
Washington). Although there are
distinct differences between the
Udall bill and the Jackson bill,
some similarities do exist.

Both bills would provide federal
funds in the form of grants to states
for land use planning. Both bills
would establish an office within the
Department of Interior to ad-
minister provisions of the land use
programs. Neither bill at this time
would withhold funds for other
programs, such as highways and
airports, to force states to develop
a land use plan. The bills would,

More ago research needed

"In the face of a growing "The problem we now face is not
potential crisis between population only to increase absolute levels of
and food supplies, our greatest food, feed and fiber; but to do it
resource and hop'e is man's with the most efficient use of
scientific creativity," says Dr. resources, especially those that
Sylvan H. Wittwer, director of the are nonrenewable," says Wittwer.
Michigan State University's These include land, water, energy,
Agricultural Experiment Station. fertilizer and chemicals.

"We may already be on Energy and food problems could
borrowed time," he says. "Under be partially solv~ by increasing
present technology, we are the photo-synthetic efficiency of
reaching upper limits in the plants. Solar energy is free, non-
number of people one farmer can polluting and' available in essen-
feed - in food yield per ton of tially unlimited amounts.
fertilizer used, and the number of Food crops, even under good
people 100 acres can support." conditions, capture only about one

Wittwer feels, however, that percent of the sunlight that
scientific and technical innovation, illuminates . their leaves.
coupled with changes in human ·'Potential for improvement is
behavior, can avert the disaster of great and results could come
a food and population crisis. Since quickly with only ~ fraction of the
little can be done to immediately money currently being invested in
reduce population growth -- short other forms of energy research,"
of famine, pestilence or war -- he Wittwer says. "It is a travesty that
favors a rapid shift of national so few resources are being directed
research priorities. toward bioconversion of solar

"To prevent potential food crises energy.
there is real urgency for beginning "We need to review changing
a massive agricultural research weather patterns. and how they
program, perhaps like the affect the production of crops and
Manhattan Project that developed other renewable resources," says
the atomic bomb during World War Wittwer. "Weather is the major
II," says Wittwer. determining factor in crop

However, there has been some productivity. This was witnessed in
fuzzy thinking on the part of 1974 when a wet, late spring,
federal research advisors and coupled with a summer drought
administrators over the past and an early, killing frost in the
decade. Coupled with current fall, completely changed the
emphasis on stretching available predictions of" politicians and
petroleum supplies, this means economists. Poten~als for creating
that U.S. research priorities are all better weather 10 agricultural
muddled up, Wittwer maintains. areas should get more .attention.

On the other hand, the The test tube genetics of science
population/food problem is m~re fiction are now a reality i~ the
complex than just producmg plant w?rl~. Thr~ugh tIssue
greater quantities of food and culture, It IS paislble to take
fiber. "We must be concerned with characteristics from drastically
the resource input required, and different crops and combine them
the costs of these resources," says in new plant species. The technique
Wittwer. circumvents sexual reproduction,

The dramatic increases in the thus avoiding long established
cost of energy and energy related incompatibilities between species
inputs (fertilizers and chemicals) aM genera ...
have drastically changed the More emphasIs IS needed on
picture. traditional plant breeding

During the past month, Congress approximate $3.81 per bu. for 1975
has moved toward varying degrees crop soybeans.
of consideration in three areas of Finally, HR 4296would establish
concern to agriculture. The issues the dairy price' support at 85
are government fann programs, percent of parity with quarterly
land use and federal estate ~xes. adjustments through March 31,

1976.Current hlW requires that the
FARM PROGRAM: price support to set at a minimum

As this column is being written, of 80 percent of parity through
the House has passed HR 4296 March 31, 1975 at which time the.
which would increase target prices minimum would revert back to 75
and loan rates on wheat, corn and percent. Last January, USDA'
other feed grains; re-establish established the support price at 80
producer loans on soybeans and percent of parity through March
establish an increased support 31, 1976.
price on milk. Delega tes .to the AFBF Con-

The bill would raise target prices vention last. January adopted
on 1975crop wheat to $3.10 per bu. policy in oppaiition to target prices
as compared to the current target and high loan rates. This policy
of $2.05per bu. which is adjustable was based on the recognition that
for 1976and 1977crops. The current target prices are, in reaJity,
target price for corn of. $1.38 per compensatory payments in
bu., which is also adjustable for disguise. The compensatory
1976and 1977crop years, would be payment approach, especially
increased to $2.25 per bu. Com- when set at high levels as provided
parable adjustments on other feed in HR 4296, encourages fanners to
grains (oats, barley, rye, etc.> produce for the government in-
would also be made under HR 4296. centive rather than market in-

The bill would raise loan rates centives. Under this condition,
above the level set in the current large stockpiles of grain would
fann program. The loan levels develop and be transferred into
would rise from' the current $1.37 government hands. Such stockpiles
per bu. for wheat to $~.05 per bu. would return agriculture to a
for corn and feed graIns. A loan period of depressed domestic
rate on soybeans would be prices return fanners to being
established to re~lect t.he historical dependent upon the government
average relatIOnshIP. to corn for a substantial portion of. their
support levels durmg the income and lead to production
preceding three years and would controls.
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"Washington here
,,

we are

Woman's Committee Chairman Doris Wieland and husband Dick with Congressman Ruppe [R.
11th District] at the Republican breakfast.

Edward Hebeler, Saginaw County, shared a few thougbts with Representative Traxler [D. 8tb
District] at the Democratic breakfast.

Reporter Ron Cordray. Bootb Newspapers, took notes as Director Bill Spike, Owosso, explained
the issues during Tbursdays news conference at the National Press Club.

"legislative leaders"
spend intense four

days in Capital
For four days last month Michigan's Congressional

delegation in Washington knew that fanners in the State
are concerned, interested and aware of critical issues
facing the nation in general and agriculture in particular.

March 16-13 saw 54 Michigan Fann Bureau members,
cho;en by their Counties as "Lel!islative Leaders." usilU!
much shoe leather and contributing greatly to the
prosperity of Washington, D. C.'s taxi fleet, in a determined
effort to meet with and explain to their Congressmen key
issues important to farmers.

It was all a result of MFB's 15th annual Washington
Legislative Seminar sponsored by Fann Bureau Women.
The Seminar's purpo;e each year is to make possible
contact between MFB members and their elected
Congressmen, so that Farm Bureau policies and current
issues before Congress can be discussed on a personal
basis.

Once in Washington take-off points for Congressional
contacts were the Democratic and Republican breakfasts.

At the breakfasts Congressmen were seated with Farm
Bureau members from their districts and conversation
quickly turned from the French toast to pending legislation.
The new fann bill and $80 billion budget deficits wer:e
popular topics of discussion around the breakfast tables.

It was immediately after the breakfasts that the
"Legislative Leaders" proved their mettle as they quickly
nailed down appointments with their representatives before
the solons had a chance to leave the room. There was no
doubt that the Counties choose determined and aggressive
"Legisla tive Leaders".

The dedication of the "leaders" was evident in other
ways.

Several, discovering that extra Congressional office
visits could be squeezed in if the excellent bus tour of the
city was skipped, quickly decided to do just that-miss the
tour and make the office visits.

A group of dairymen headed for AFBF's Washington
I office paithaste after learning a special meeting on
countervailing duties was being arranged for them.
It was a quick few days in the nation's capital but fruitful

for a group of aware fanners and fann wives who should be
bringing back to the Counties some sharp insight into what
is going on in Washington.

Hopefully, a few lasting impressions were left in some
Congressional offices.

by Jim Phillips, Editor

Time-out for a laugh with the Secretary.

Photos by Marcia Ditchie
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Michigan Marketing Outlook

By Greg Sheffield, Marketing Manager FBS

Bill Byrum, Marketing Specialist
Market Development Division

NAVY BEANS
OJrrent grower price for navy

beans is $10.50 cwt.
Planting intentions, as of this

writing, were 92% of a year ago in
Michigan. Competing states are
indicating even greater cutbacks.
Minnesota is expected to cut back
as much as 31 % from a year ago.
We could see an even greater
cutback in navy beans in Michigan
because of increased interest in
colored varieties.

There could be as much as a one-
million-bag carry-over of navies
which will obviously have a
bearish affect on the market, given
a norma 1 crop in 1975. Again,
weather will have a major in-
fluence on the fall market.

('ORN
A recent release of com planting

intentions was 97% of a year ago.
Traders consider this to be bullish;
however, intentions to plant
soybeans is 6% more than a year
ago. The weather, plus a new
report on the export situation. are
key factors com growers need to
watch during the next sixty days in
making selling decisions.

CIIEMICALS
These are going out to dealers

ard remain on an allocated basis.
This is not expected to change as
the growing season progresses.
Farm Bureau patrons have
generally been well served, but
arrangements and plans should be
talked over with dealers to insure
you supply this year. Growers, not
formerly Farm Bureau customers,
will be looking around for alternate
sources of supply again this year.

ANIMAL HEALTH PRODUCTS
Readily available and in good to

moderate supply at competitive
prices for quality biologicals.

PETROLEUM PRODUCTS
The liquid fuel supply has been

steady with some evening out of
prices. This is a result of the
government entitlement program
which forces large refiners with a
high percentage of domestic crode
to share with those who must
import high-priced crude. The
demand for heating oil for the
vear-to~ate has been behind last
year's.

Our passenger tire supply is
good. CI~e out sales at retail
outlets will take place this April.
Capri and Mark V lines have
already been closed out of
warehouse inventories. The
Director 120 glass belted
replacement for Mark V tires will
be available at most dealers.
Large size rear tractor tires still
remain in short supply and
predictions are they will remain so
for some time.

WHEAT
Increased wheat acreage, plus a

substantial carry-over, are
causing a bearish affect on the
wheat market. If we get a normal
.com crop planted, and good har-
vest conditions for wheat, the trend
of the wheat market will be down.

BUILDINGS
Now is an excellent time to

arrange for your spring buildings
program. Steel has now become
readily available as have most
other building supplies. Also,
Farm Bureau building center
dealers have a great, new idea in
building called •'timber-treated,
diaphragm panel construction."
Methods developed under a Fann
Bureau Services' grant at
Michigan State University will
result in buildings 20 percent
stronger. Farm Bureau's new
framing system is also 60 percent
stronger against winds than
buildings with 8 to 10 foot truss
spaces.

Steel posts, fencing, barb wire,
and paneling are now being
shipped in sufficient amounts to
dealers.

Rototillers and gardening
equipment were adequate, but are
now being called for by dealers in
ever increasing quantities.

Good buys on twine of highest
quality can be made now to avoid
possible end of the season
squeezes. Farm Bureau twine tests
325pounds tensile strength and the
9,000 foot bale weighs 40 pounds.

SE":DS
All of the best varieties of seed

corn are not as available as
originally supposed. It's well to
order early. Seed oats are still
being delivered. In general, spring
seeds will be available as needed.
A huge demard from home gar-

FIELD CROPS
The grain situation continues to

be a wait-and-see attitude with the
weather being the big factor during
spring and the early growing
season.

()AIHY
The key to dairying in Michigan,

at the present time and in the near
future, appears to be producers
knowing their cost of production.
Specifically, producers ought to
consider culling any cow which is
not paying her way. Granted, the
cull cow market is still weak; but,
inefficient cows are not adding
anything to net income.

Consumption of fluid milk is an
important factor in the milk check.
With current uncertain economic
conditions, fluid milk consumption
would not be expected to rise ap-
preciably. The only favorable
factor in dairying, at the present
time, appears to be the relatively
low grain prices.
Ron Nelson, Marketing Specialist
Market Development Division

maximum to pay for the continuing deners is E:xpected for garden
costs of equipment, taxes, and the seeds with reports of much in-
other expenses of running a suc- creased interest in home vegetable
cessful operation. gardens.

volume. The processor market was
limited this year; much fruit was
not large enough to shift to fresh
market. Horticulturally this is not
a major problem. It just needs to
be recognized, again, by each
grower for its danger. Fruit
growers know the steps necessary
to overcome the problem of un-
dersizing.
Dave Wolfe. Marketing Specialist
Market Development Division

Supply

APPLES-PEACHES-
PEARS - PLUMS

A historic marketing lesson was
again demonstrated this year.
When t he marketing situation
becomes difficult, the most
desirable fruit moves best. In
almost all fruit marketing, the
moderate-sized fruit moves best. It
is better flavored and is adaptable
into more varied marketing
directions. While we can blame the
weather, the processing com-
panies, the fresh packers, and the
salesmen that handle our fruit, it is
the producer that can do the most
to affect the selling of the fruit.

Just two examples: Michigan
apples generally ran small this
year; 30,000 bushel of Mic.higan
cling peaches went on the ground
because they were too small to sell.

APPLES. Many growers have
aimed at the bagging trade
producing a smaller fruit in larger
volume. This year the weather
<poor pollination) made these
apples schoolbags or smaller.
Some of these were bagged but
resulted in very few repeat sales.
These apples jammed the fresh
pack and the processing channels
<sauce and juice), thus, destroying
the price.

CLING PEACHES - These
normally are sold to processors.
Thinning is costly and reduces

FEED
Production of feed at Farm

Bureau Services has been going at
a steady clip with orders strong
ard supplies adequate. Prices
dipped due to lower ingredient
prices, but at present, prices have
strengthened in the ingredients
markets with increases showing up
rapidly for corn, soybeans, and
soybean meal. This may prove to
bea temporary situation, however.
Foreign buyers have shown
renewed interest at this writing,

Hill Byrum, Marketing Specialist
Market ()evelopment Division

feeders, and declines in the corn economics in the livestock in-
market, have triggered a sharp dustry. Indications are that or-
increase in the price of forty-prond derly marketing of the remaining
feeder pigs. As of this writing, 1974 crop should return the best
forty-poUI¥l pigs are being priced financial results.
from $40 to $42, with demand.
~trong.

HONEY
The honey market is sharply

down from one month ago. Grower
prices for white honey - ~; light
amber - 38t; and copper melter -
under~. While the 1974 U.S.
production was reduced 15 to 19%,
the world output" remained about
equal to the 1973 crop. The higher
U.S. prices attracted 30 million
pOunds of foreign honey into the
U.S.
Dave Wolfe, Marketing Specialist
Market Development Division

LIVESTOCK

~~~'-- ~ ..., ~~~.-- ""''-, ~ .
Interests ran high and low at the Third Annual State Soybean Day.

One of the highlights of the daylong program was the John Deere In-
dependently Floating Harvest Header. The concept is somewhat new to
the industr,' but shows considerable promise. There is a very limited
number of .headers available this year.

Soybean Day a hit

SOYBEANS
At "Soybean Day" held in

Adrian on March 12, Dr. Robert
Wisner, Extension Specialist in
Grains - Iowa State University, felt
the market had over-reacted in the
downturn of the February 15 to
March 10 period. He predicted that
prices could improve to near the
$6.00 range at intervals. However,
both Dr. Wisner and Alan Holz of
the Foreign Agriculture Service,
USDA, felt the fall market would
be in the $3.75 range. They also
foresaw a gradual increase in
movement resulting from better

Ottawa Orchards uses
modern equipment

An apple a day keeps the doctor The small ones are made into
away. How about 60,000pounds per cider. The apples are then plunged
day? That's the amount processed into a hot water bath that removes
at Ottawa Orchards by Farm the wax coating mother nature
Bureau members, Fred and provided. Next they are sprayed
George Schwallier. with a liquid wax and conveyed

.. along the line where broshes polish
The Schwallle~ recently In- them and take them finally to a

ves.ted $20,000.to Install. an apple 400000 BTU unit that dri the
polisher, the first one m Ottawa wa~ es
County .. ~~~lesa~~rs are They are then hand sorted to
demand!n~ thIS extra be.cause of remove those with imperfections.
compe!lho~. They cla~m. the The apples are packaged in
ho~sewlfewll1 purchase this. highly plastic ba~ ard placed in card-
polIs.hed apple even. though ~t adds board cartons of 24 packages.
~Othlng .to the keeping qualIty. All Fred, said they are sold locally ard
It adds IS eye appeal. also shipped to Texas, Louisiana,

Ottawa Orchards hire about ten Nebraska, Minnesota, Floria, and
people at their storage on Arthur. Winnipeg, Canada. The furthest

The apples are kept cold in 38 they have shipped them was
degree am 31 degree temperature Helsinki, Finlard.
l'O<!ffiS depending on the variety of The Schwalliers are looking
apple. They are stored in huge forward to this fall when they will
boxes and fock lifted into a cold be installing their own cider press
water bath that carries them over and a 5,000 gallon freezer. They
a conveyor that screens them for hope to do custom cider pressing
size. and also sell directly to the public.

HOGS
The butcher hog market con-

tinues to be relatively stable.
Butcher prices have ranged
primarily from $39.50 to $41.50.
Most producers and speculators
are anticipating an increase to the
middle 40's during the next sixty to
ninety days.

This bullish anticipation by hog

CATTLE
The recent cattle and calves on

feed report, reported cattle and
calves on feed, March 1, for
slaughter in the seven major
states, down 41 % from a year ago.

Febroary placements of cattle
and calves on feed were down 29%
from a year ago.

At the same time, weekly
slaughter numbers continue to run
60to 80thousand head greater than
a year ago.

There seems to be a bullish tone
to the meat trade as of this writing.
There appears to be a decline in the
number of choice cattle available
for slaughter; consequently, we
can anticipate choice butcher
cattle advancing to the high 30's in
the next thirty days.

The feeder cattle market has
also advanced in recent weeks.
This is due to moderate increases
in the butcher cattle market plus
stocker operations competing for
grass cattle.

I expect 500to 700pound, strictly
choice cattle, to co~t up to $32
delivered during the next thirty
days.
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Crew leader act now
On December 7, 1974, the

President signed a bill providing
extensive amendments to the
Farm Labor Contractor
Registration Act.

The law now covers both in-
trastate and interstate recruiting,
even if only one worker is
recrui ted. Agricul tural em-
ployment has been broadened to
include packaging and processing
of agricultural products. It is now
illegal for growers or other persons
to employ the services of a labQr
contractor or engage such services
of a contractor unless he can first

determine that a labor contractor
pa;sesses a certificate from the
Secretary of Labor. The labor
contractor must now disclose in
writing to prospective workers
their period of employment,
wa~es, working and housin~
conditions, along with proof that
housing currently conforms to all
applicable federal and state safety
health standards. The crew leader
must disclose the existance of any
arrangements under which he is to
receive a commission. The grower
or other person employing the
services of a labor contractor must
maintain all payroll records

law
required to be kept by the con-
tractor under federal laws. This
means that both the contractor and
the person employing the services
of a contractor must keep the
payroll and all other records
required under the act. The
penalties for violation are very
heavy.

The requirements of the act and
the stiff penalties attached for
violations will probably reduce the
incentive for crew leaders to en-
courage workers to migrate. The
net affect of this act will probably
be to reduce somewhat the amount
of labor available to growers.

Homefront
Thirty-one members and guests of the Dairyland Community Farm

Bureau Group, Jackson County, enjoyed a delicious potluck dinner. A
member of the local bank's trust department was guest speaker. Using
slides he explained the benefits of having wills and trusts as a means of
reducing taxes. The group's secretary reports that, it was really a
community service meeting and that similar meetings might be a good
way to improve relations and promote better understanding between
members and non-members .• • • • • •

Doug Deline, a former Peace Corps member, gave a very good talk
to the Three Rivers Community Farm Bureau Group of Midland
County. His talk and slides were on various aspects of life in Napal, but
centered mostly on agriculture .• • • • • •

for the Bicentennial.

WJCO JACKSON
WPHM PORT HURON
WSGW SAGINAW
WIDG ST. IGNACE
WRBJ ST. JOHNS
WSTR STURGIS
WJOR SOUTH HAVEN
WIOS TAWAS CITY
WBMB WEST BRANCH
WMIC SANDUSY
WCSR HILLSDALE
WJML PETOSKEY
WHMI HOWELL

Farm News In-De'pth is an in-
depth report on the issQes affecting
Michigan farmers.' It. 'js a two
minute program ca:~ied ~aily.

•air
Bureau

theon
The following radio stations

carry Accent Agriculture, a 131f2
minute public affairs program
focusing on the issues and events
affecting Michigan farmers and
consumers.

WATC GAYLORD
WFYC ALMA
WMPC LAPEER
WION IONIA
WALM ALBION
WKLA LUDINGTON
WTVB COLDWATER
WOAP OWOSSO
WBRN BIG RAPIDS
WABJ ADRIAN
WCER CHARLOTTE
WCBY CHEBOYGAN
WKPR KALAMAZOO
WHGR HOUGHTON LAKE WKAR EAST LANSING
WHFB BENTON HARBOR 'WFYC ALMA
WAGN MENOMINEE WMAM MARINETTE'
WSTR STURGIS WPAG ANN ARBOR '.
WSMA MARINE CITY WeER CHARLOTTE'
WKYO CARO WHAK ROGERS CITY
WDOW DOWAGIAC WKPR KALAMAZOO
WIDG ST. IGNACE WLKM THREE RIVERS
WCSR HILLSDALE WFUR GRAND RAPIDS
WJPW ROCKFORD WNIL NILES
WSOO SAULT STE. MARIE WCCW TRAVERSE CITY
WNIL NILES WXOX BAY CITY
WMIC SANDUSKY WGN CHICAGO
WSMM-FM SAULT STE. MARIE WWJ DETROIT
WJML PETOSKEY WLDR-FM TRAVERSE CITY
WLDR TRAVERSE CITY WMTE MANISTEE
WRBJ ST. JOHNS WW AM CADILLAC
WLRC WHITE HALL WBCH HASTINGS
WPLB GREENVILLE WAOP OTSEGO
WTRX FLINT WCEN MOUNT PLEASANT
WKNR BATTLE CREEK WDBC ESCANABA
WJEB GLADWIN WDMJ MARQUETTE
WSHN FREMONT WLRC WHITE HALL
WLEW BAD AXE WGHN GRAND HAVEN

WPHM PORT HURON
Farm News Today is a 3% WCMR ELKHART, IND.

minute program for Michigan WJBL HOLLAND
fanners heard daily over these WABJ ADRIAN
stations and the Michigan farm WTHM LAPEER
radio network. WKZO KALAMAZOO

WSGW SAGINAW
WHFB BENTON HARBOR
WPLB GREENVILLE
WHGR HOUGHTON LAKE
WKYO CARO
WBMB WEST BRANCH
WOAP OWWOSO
WBCM BAY CITY
WSTR STURGIS
WJCB GLADWIN

WPAG ANN ARBOR
WBCM BAY CITY
WKYO CARO
WCER CHARLOTTE
WCRM CLARE
WTVB COLDWATER
WDBC ESCANABA
WHTC HOLLAND
WION IONIA

Farm

Since their township had been having some very real criminal
problems, the Ensley Friendly Community Farm Bureau Group,
Newaygo County, invited members of the State Police to discuss crime
prevention at their April meeting .• • • • • •

From the North Stoney Creek Community Group, in Monroe County
comes a suggestion for a different type of dessert. At a recent meeting
the hostess served "Kiss Me Orange Cake" and a "Sauerkraut Cake."
The report said, "What a combination. Try it, you'll like it! II

••••••
Some members of the Milo-Pine Lake Community Farm Bureau

Group, Barry County, wore old fashioned clothes to a recent meeting.
The lighting was candles and kerosene lamps. A non-planned potluck
supper was enjoyed by all.

Zip

"The History of the
United States Flag" Book
From the Revolution to
the present, including a
quide to its use and
display. Beautiful full-
color illustrations and
photographs, 190 pages.
$3.95 each.

Bicentennial Lapel Pin
Enameled in full color.
$1.00 each.

SG-Star l..- Pins
Enameled in full color.
$1.00 each.

Flag Window Sticker
Presaure .nsitive. Applies
to inside g'8IS. Choice of
5O-Star, Betsy Roa, or
Bennington '76 Flag.
$ .35e8Ch.

•

Bicentennial/Flag Bump.r Strip
Full color. Pressure sensitive.
$ .50 each.

u.s. BICENTENNIAL SOCiETY
Trustees

Virgin ius Dabney. Chairman
Alistair Cooke Gregory Peck
Samuel Eliot Morison R. Buckminster Fuller

Stllte

101"' _

Betsy Ross
This 13-Star Flag was
officially adopted by
Act of ConSJ'ess,
June 14, 1777. $8.95.

QUA.lttT. T.".." ..... .., ~.,.

-Bennington '76
The flag carried in
the historic Battle of
Bennington. $8.95.

The Bicentennial
~St.r Flag. $8.95.

Address

Name

PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE AND DELIVERY CHARGES
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO U.S. BICENTENNIAL SOCIETY

1"" Windo.. 51,c""UI .'.35 I.ny 3 lor .1 I

IIGSI.' L.pel ",nil' "'00
1'1.. 1'1"".tS

Ikc.nl ....nl.' LA..., P"'I'I "'1.00
1II..,t,.I.., F'" HISto,yBOOkl'l .'3.1I!!

.,c.nt.nn ... /I"., Bum_ 5tro"I.1 .'.SO

Send order to:
.,- Michigan Farm Newseo\;.' C~ou.s. Bicentennial Society

.... " First and Main Streets
.~Richmond, Virginia 23219

We invite our readers to take part in the greatest show of
colors this country has ever seen. We are proud to take part
in this national campaign sponsored by the U.S. Bicentennial
Society to restore the flag to a place of respect and honor
it deserves.
To encourage you to fly the flag, we have arranged for you
to purchase a complete Bicentennial Flag Kit for only $8.95,
including handling and shipping. The large quantities of
flags involved makes this possible. Order the 50-Star Bicen-
tennial Flag with the special Fly the Flag coupon. Also
available: 13-Star Betsy Ross Flag and the Bennington '76
Flag. Your flag will be sent directly to your home at no
additional charge.
Each flag is crowned with the golden Double Eagle top
ornament, symbol of the Bicentennial. Matching goldenized
6ft., two-piece, steel pole. Heavy-duty flag - 3 x 5 ft. -
with double-stitched stripes, canvas heading and brass
grommets. Complete with sturdy metal wall-mount bracket,
3 mounting screws, rope halyard, mounting instructions,
and self-storage corruAAted box.
With each flag kit you also receive your own full color
parchment certificate, verifying your participation in the
Fly the Flag for the Bicentennial campaign. Each certificate
bears the 50-Star Flag, the golden Double Eagle, the names
of the trustees and your own registry number. The ideal
keepsake of the Bicentennial, suitable for framing and dis-
play in home or office.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
t
I
I
I City

\ Residents of Virginia Add 4% sales tax.,----------------------------

invites you to Fly the Flag
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WHeRe
canyou 0
Foranew
BUILDinG?
Farm Bureau Services, with building centers throughout this state,
can make your new building a reality. With the help of our staff
agricultural engineer, we'll assist you with initial planning and design,
and pledge quality workmanship. Our completely-trained crews can
erect attractive, finished structures, featuring Diaphragm panel
construction, on your site. And, for those who prefer, our building
centers are stocked for do-it-yourself work. As a cooperative, with
skilled purchasing people, Farm Bureau is able to provide the
building services you need.
We build two basic types of structures: 1)rigid-frame buildings
with either steel or aluminum siding and roofing, and 2)all-steel
buildings, including the Quonset™line. All structures can be
customized to fit your specific need, whether it be a horse barn,
milking parlor, machinery storage, fruit storage or utility
building. The versatility, durability and economy of Farm
Bureau Services' buildings make them ideal for many non-farm
uses too.
The Farm Bureau people, backed by years of experience, are
ready to go to work for you. So see your local Farm Bureau
Services building representative today. For an informative
brochure on Farm Bureau Services and Farmers Petroleum,
write: Farm Bureau Services/Farmers Petroleum, Marketing
Services Division, Box 960, Lansing, MI 48904.

ASKTH£
FARM BVREAlJ
PEOPLE

413
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The fam ;1'1- farm

Is there a
MICHIGAN FARM NEWS

future for it?
APRIL 1, 1975

A question often asked these days is: "Are the family
farms going to survive, or will they be swallowed up by
huge corporate farms?"

Let's examine this subject beginning with some fun-
damentals, and going a long way back.

Before the scientific revolution in agriculture, farm
operation was fairly simple. When to plant and harvest,
knowledge of the patterns of crop and livestock production,
mastery of the simple agricultural arts and skills, basic
ability to buy and sell-- these sufficed. It was a reasonably
safe guess that most farm-raised boys would have or could
obtain the requirements for successful farm operation; a
bit of capital, suitable,manual skill, and modest managerial
ability. The combination of these resources in one man was
the necessary cornerstone of the family farm. The family
farm became a tradition, deeply imbedded in our economic,
political and social structure. The emotional commitment
to this form of agricultural organization was tremendous.

But with the advance of agricultural science, the burden
of management has become intense. The technical
knowledge which an up-to-date farmer must master is
much broader than is required of most businessmen with
equal investment. The capital needed to operate a modern
f.firmis beyond the reach of most farm-raised boys.

Therefore, managerial innovators developed a - far
reaching technique. Instead of simply accepting what the
economists call "the factors of production" (land, labor,
capital and management> as they happen to be combined in
one man, the family farm operator, the concept is to split up
the factors of production and recombine them in optimum
form. There is nothing really new about this; businessmen
have been doing it for a long time. But its application to
agriculture, on a wide scale, is new. The economic ef-
ficiency latent in this organizational change is, in certain
cases, very great indeed. Managerial ability can be
recruited, trained, and given responsibility not just for a
small unit but for a large one. Capital can be brought in
from the outside, not in conventially sized chunks but in
aggregations suited to the capability of the new managerial
concept. Farms can be consolidated or operated as
associated units, making maximum use of new mechanical
equipment and new managerial techniques. Production can
be scheduled as to quantity, grade and time. Markets can
be organized. developed and managed. Labor can be hired
and given certain well-specified tasks to perform, as in
factory labor. Organizational form can be corporate,
cooperative, partnership, or sole proprietorship.

Here, let's make a clarifying point. The major factors
which distinguish the new forms we see emerging in
agriculture from the older traditional forms are these:

1. Large scale instead of small operations.
2. The breakup of the old combination of land, labor,

capital and management as these were found in a single
individual and their optimum recombination, with
management in the key role.

3. The gradual elimination of the old distinctions between
production, marketing, processing and distribution.

Note that corporation farming is not listed among the
major factors which distinguish the new from the old. As
has been said, the new organizational form can be anyone of
several types. Whether one favors or opposes corporate
farming is not really the issue. Only about one percent of
our commercial farms are incorporated, and more than 90
percent of these are family corporations, set up primarily
to facilitate the passage of the farm from one generation to
another. The new managerial concept, not the legal form, is
the heart of the matter.

Having defined what is meant by a large-scale farm
operation, let's also indicate what is meant by the family
farm. A farm on which the majority of the labor and the
management decisions are made by the operator and his
family is a family farm. It might be a small unit with a low
income or it might be a large one with a gross income of
$100,000or more.

The poultry industry pioneered the large-scale type of
organization. Poultry-men scrapped traditional ideas. They
transformed small scale production into a specialized mass
production system geared to the needs of retailers for high
volume, uniform quality, relatively even-priced products.
They turned away from products that pleased the producer
to products that pleased the consumer. They experimented
with contract production, marketing techniques, and
managerial concepts. They hit on a combination that
reduced costs, relatively, by about one-fourth in a 15 year
period. During this same span of time they almost trebled
the per capita consumption of chicken.

Many people saw in this movement a threat of traditional
agriculture and attacked with great vigor. Others say a
useful approach applicable to other farm commodities, and
applauded.

Is the organizational technique adopted by the boiler
industry unique, different, a special case, an aberration,
incapable of bein~ extended throughout agriculture? Or is
the boiler industry a prototype, a forerunner, an indicator
of what all of agnculture will be like some time in the
future?

To answer these questions it is necessary to identify those
conditions which appear to be conducive to the development
of a large-scale agricultural system, and then attempt to
judge how general these conditions are.

1. Unexploited knowledge--Large-scale units develop
when there is a significant body of unexploited scientific
knowledge. For example, 25 years ago there was an
enormous gap between the nutritional. genetic, and
sanitary knowledge in the poultry industry and prevailing
pr 'ctices in that industry. Large units with able
~ nagement could quickly put into operation the better

practices that research had produced. The small,
traditional, side-line poultry producers could not or would
not adopt the new techniques. There was, therefore, a great
opportunity for profit. An interrated system has the
capability of exploiting this opportunity. Wherever this
situation,exists, large-scale agribusiness units are likely to
develop.

2. Economies of scale--There must be efficiences
associated with the size of operations if large-scale farms
are to succeed. It is clear from research studies that up to a
point, large farms are more efficient than small farms. But
where is that point? In sugar cane production it may be a
very large unit, many thousands of acreas. A seed-
producing firm may achieve optimum efficiency with large
acreage and an investment of many millions of dollars. But
on a typical grain and livestock farm, most of the ef-
ficiencies of size have been achieved with a two-man unit on
perhaps 500 or 600 acres. A dairy farm, with good
management, might achieve optimum efficiency with two
men and fewer than 100 cows. These differences come
largely from differences in the degree to which decisions
can be centralized and from differences in the potential for
standarized production methods.

Here also let's clarify a point. Efficiency as used here
means return per dollar of input. Although the net in-
come from 5,000 acres might be greater than from 500
acres, it does not follow that the production ana marketing
t;:ost per bushel would be lower. Unless per bushel costs
were lower there would be no efficiency argument in favor
of the big farm.

Undoubtedly advancing technology will gradually in-
crease the size at which the efficiency of production is
maximized. There may be spectacular breakthroughs for
this or that commodity. But so long as numerous operating
decisions are necessary and these are strongly conditioned
by such variables as weather and soil conditions, there are
major obstacles to the development of super-large farms.

3. Market opportunities--Large scale units are likely -'to
develop when there is a market opportunity to be exploited.
For example, the development of frozen concentrated
orange juice provided an opportunity to market a quality
product, at uniform standards, the year around, at
relatively low cost. Small-scale individual farmers,
production-oriented and with limited awareness of the
opportunity for new marketing institutions, simply could
not meet that market opportunity. So large-scale operations
developed and expanded.

4. Repetitive operations-Modem technology has made it
possible to routinize some farm operations, much as with
the assembly line in industry. Broiler production, sugar
cane, and some parts of the vegetable-processing industry
are of this type. Monoculture, or one-crop farming, seems
especially suited to this technique. Large-scale agricultural
firms tend to develop where repetitive operations are
adopted.

Other kinds of farming, especially diversified operations,
are less adaptable to central direction. Activities are less
repetitive and situations are more individual, so that
decentralized decision-making is necessary. Livestock
farms and the dairy business seem to be of this type.

5. Favorable attitude toward large-scale operations--
Large scale units occur where and when such units are
socially and politically acceptable as well as economically
attractive.

Perhap; one reason the large-scale units are common in
California is the fact that California's agriculture had its
origins in the large-scale Spanish hacienda system. And one
reason that large-scale units are accepted in the South is the
long historical dominance of the large-scale plantation
system. Intergration and large-scale operation have not
caught on well in the Middle West. This is, in part, perhaps,
due to the fact that the Midwest was the birthplace of the
Free Soil movement; it was homesteaded in family units
and the family farming tradition is a matter of deep
commitment.

When' using the phrase "large-scale units," let's recall
that the relevant criteria are that the decision-making
function has been to some extent differentiated from the
other factors of production, that the operation is large by
conventional standards, and. that the procurement,
production and marketing processes have been merged at
least in part.

How much of our agriculture is in units thus defined? It is
hard to determine because the terms are vague and the
criteria are various. Several measures are offered: you can
take your pick.

1. Labor input --USDA says that only 5% of the farms in
the United States are larger-than family farms. The main
criterion used in this measure is the amount of hired labor.
These larger-than-family farms employ more hired labor

T()VIC

per year, and this amount of hired labor exceeds, on the
average, the amount of family labor. The percentage of
larger-than-family farms, thus measured, has not changed
for decades. These larger farms, five percent of the total
number, produce about 35% of the farm products sold.
Admittedly some of the farms classified as family farms by
the USDA criterion are units, such as farms producing
broilers under contract, on which some of the decisions are
made by the contractor-dealer. Whether all of these are
really farms in the generally accepted sense is an open
question ..

2. Volume of sales--Another criterion, similar to the
previous one, is the volume of sales. About 34 percent of the
US farm production is from farm units that sell more than
$100,000worth of products a year. Some of these, of course,
are family farms in the sense that most of the labor and
management are supplied by the farmer and his family.

3. Legal form-Less than 1% of our farms are in-
corporated, we learn from a recent USDA study. They
operate about 7% ofthe land in farms and produce about 8%
of the output. Most of these, of course, are family cor-
porations, indistinguishable from family farms in all at-
tributes except their legal status.

4. Method of sale-About 10% of our farm production is
grown under contract, with terms and conditions of sale
negotiated in advance. Much of this in integrated, in the
fashion that broiler production is integrated.

The crops and the livestock products that are the major
income producers (wheat, corn, cotton, soybeans, cattle
and hogs) are not in general grpwn under contract.

However measured, family farms are vastly in the
majority and they produce the great bulk of our farm
products. The units that are either large-scale, or factory-
type, or corporate in legal form, or integrated in their
structure are relatively few in number and produce the
minority of our food, feed and fiber. They are generally
highly specialized, concentrated in relatively few com-
modities, and found chiefly in few regions.

Now again the question: Is the large-scale farm the
forerunner of tHings to come? Or is it Unique? The answer
to this question must be a judgment; and the following
comments are of that nature.

It would appear U'u the five circumstances listed as
being conducive to I, ge-scale farm production are not
generally prevalent throughout agriculture. We may get
more large-scale units, but this trend will most likely be
selective, gradual, and never total.

The large-scale agribusiness unit faces several obstacles
that the family farm avoids;

1. Union labor: Large-scale units are vulnerable to
unionization of their labor supply. California grapes and
lettuce illustrate this problem.

2. Low returns on capital: As witnessed by their per-
formance, farm people accept a relatively low rate of
return on capital invested in land though, of course, they
are unha ppy about these low returns. The prestige of land
ownership and the assurance of continued farm operation
given by such ownership are powerful forces, causing
operating farmers, often, to hold their land at prices that
cannot be met by corporate-type operators which must pay
going interest rates for their capital. .

3. High fixed charges: Large-scale farms have very high
fixed costs, of which hired labor is perhaps the greatest. In
a bad year these costs eat them up. The family farmer, who
supplies his own labor, meets a bad year by paying himself
a lower return and taking in his belt a notch or two. He is
ready to go the following year, while the large-scale farm
may ha ve gone under.

4. Adverse public attitudes: Hostility toward large-scale
integrated farming units is widespread among farm
organizations, the Congress, and local units of government
in many parts of the country. Thus many obstacles are put
in the way of large-scale integrated units.
The family farm is a durable and resilient institution. It

has SUrvIVedwar, depression and natural disaster. Up to
this point, with the exception of the broiler industry and a
few other sectors, it has survived a technological
revolution. It has strong ideological support, supplies
through the political system.

There is nothing inexorable about the trend toward large-
scale agriculture. Legal tools are available to check the
trend; prohibitions of one sort or another.

With a representative government, the people can have
any kind of agriculture they want. We are a pluralistic
country socially, politically and economically. The fact
that there has been some in the (llrectlo(l 01 large-scale
units does not mean that this trend must be extended until it
embraces all of agriculture. Nor does it mean that large-

Continued on page 11

by KEN WILES
Manager Member Relations



PAGE 11APRIL 1, 1975

Community Farm Bureau ~-County
Indicate the number of people taking part in this discussion.
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The Discussion Topic and Report sheet for the discussion topic on

the opposite page is furnished for use of community group members
who may wish to review it prior to their group meetings. If used by a
Community Group, in lieu of report sheet furnished the Discussion
Leader, please torwara answers WIth mmutes to Information and
Public Relations Division, Michigan Farm Bureau, P.O. Box 960,
Lansing, Michigan 48904on or before May 1, 1975.

COMMUNITY FARM BUREAU
Discussion Exercise & Report Sheet

April, 1975

TOPIC: FAMILY FARMS
1. In your lude;ment are the family farms going to survive?

Yes No Undecided
2. Is there a trend toward larger family farms in your area-~

Yes No Undecided
3. In your judgment, has the tendency to specialize in one or two

crops, rather than general farming, been a significant factor in
causing an increase in the size of family farms?

Y~s No Undecided
4. Do you feel that there is a tendency to view large-size farming

operations as not being in the best interest of the general public?
Yes No Undecided

5. Conclusions :-- ---

MARKET

MICHIGAN FARM NEWS

Committee
on future
topics meets
The Discussion Topic Committee

met in Farm Bureau Center in
March to select discussion topics
to be used by Community Farm
Bureau Groups for the next six
months.

The committee, with Elmer
Gowell as chairman, spent a full
day reviewing topics recom-
mended by community groups
from throughout the state.

Narrowing down a list of over 150
suggested topics the committee
selected the following topics:

1. Grading and weighing of
grain.

2. Solar use in farming.
3. Cost breakdown vs. farm cost.
4. Future of family farms.
5. Solid waste problems.
6. Problems of city people.
Members of the committee,

appointed by President Smith and
the districts they represent are:

Clark Lipscomb, Climax,
District 1; Allen Carpenter,
Reading, District 2; Mrs. Richard
Kamprath, Ida, District 3; Mike
Bowman, Alto, District 4.

Also Mrs. Richard Traver,
Williamston, District 5; Mrs.
Bruce Leipprandt Pigeon, District
6; Elmer Gowell, Rothbury,
District 7; Robert Fulton, Oakley,
District 8; Mrs. William Wagner,
Kingsly, District 9; Mrs. Bryce
Shantz, Mio, District 10; James
Campbell, Pickford, District 11.

FARM

Topic Summary
The discussion in February of'Estate Taxes brought to the at-

tention of many that adequate estate planning is essential for a farm
operation if it is to be passed on to the heirs. Many Community Farm
Bureau Groups used this opportunity to invite resource people to
attend their meeting. A summary of the responses received follows:

1: The number of individuals in a community group with a current
will drawn up by a competent attorney varied from zero to fifteen.

2. The number of families in a group who have had professional
estate planning assistance varied from zero to ten.

3. The highest numbe~ of partnerships represented in anyone
group was six.

4. Of those reporting, 38% of the partnership agreements were not
in writing.

5. Fifty-six percent felt that in case of untimely death of the major
farm operator, adequate provision had been made to take care of the
estate taxes and other current expenses so the farm could remain in
the family and continue operation.

6. Some of the conclusions reached by the groups were: Estate
planning is good, if only for "peace of mind"; not enough families
have adequate wills; individual choices have to be made; seek ad-
vice in making wills; inheritance tax laws need to be updated; in this
day and age it is hard to know when adequate provisions have been
made.

Continued from page 10

scale farming units should be abolished. There is no good
reason to prevent us from having a farming system that is
partly large-scale and partly family farms. Those who
believe in market competition should also believe in the

.appropriateness of competing institutional forms.
For most US agriculture, the family farm can continue

to be the major organizational form: If it is permItted the
flexibility that will allow the efficient use of modern I

technology am management; if it is provided with good
research, education and credit; if it makes wise use of the
principles of cooperation; if it continues to enjoy the good
will of the public.

All these things are possible if we decide we want it that
way.

SPECIAL RATE TO FARM BUREAU MEMBERS: One free 25 word ad per month per membership, additional words, 10 cents each. Figures such as 12 or $12.50 count as one word NON-
MEMBER advertisers: 15 cents per word one edition, two or more editions, 10 cents per word ..Copy deadline: 13th of Month. Mail classified ads to: Michigan Farm News, P. O. Box 960, Lansing
Mi. 48904 Publisher reserves right to reject any advertising copy submitted. '

FARM EQUIPMENT LIVESTOCK MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS
STRAWBERRY PLA~TS - Michigan Cer-
tified Varieties - Midway. Red Glow.
Earlidawn. Dunlap. Robinson. Guardian.
Blakemore. Sunrise, Spotlight. Red Coat.
Jerseybelle. Also Ozark Beauty and Ogallala
Everbearing. Write or call for prices. FREE
catalog. DEAN FOSTER NURSERIES.
Hartfocd. Mich. 49057. Phooe 616-621-4480 or
616-621-4738. (4-3t-41b)

FOR S,\Lt: - Cherry Blind Riveting Kit. G-25
Hand type gun. I;" aOO SI32" pulling heads.
rivet selector gauge and instructions. Over 400
assorted rivets. $15.00 postpaid for complete
kit. Don J. Gridiey. Box 746. Mackinaw City.
Mich. 49701. (4-It-25pl2p)

lit \eRES. Delta County, 4 bedroom brick
home. 60 x 100 log bam very good condition. 2-
carprage. Phone 906-359-4187. (4-lt-21pl

:!"~A(,RE FARM & development site-has bam
& 3 rent homes, runs alma Flint River on the
Saginaw & Genesee Co. line. Gosen Realty
SI7-m-8l11. /4-1t-25p)

IKO-ACRE FARM in Southern Michigan.
Modern house. excellent set of buildings. good
productive land. Phooe 517-523-2098 after 6
p.m (4-lt-2Op)

REAL ESTATE

III DIFFERENT COUNTRY RECORDS $1.SO.
25 - $3.00. 10 Gospel Records $1.95. New.
postpaid. Record Place. Box 1l032-MF.
Memphis. Tennessee 38111. (4-21-2Op)

FOR SALE - Brand New Automotive Tune-up
Test Kit. Consists of 8 testers. timing light. etc.
All in steel calTying case. $75.00 postpaid.
Write for details and picture. Don J. Gridley.
Box 746. Mackinaw City. Mich. 49701. (4-lt-35b)

175 I\CRE MUCK FARM - SMAIL LAKE -
Excellent drainall! - $175.000 TERMS - BUY
DIRECT from owner and save $17.500 real
estate commission. Call Robert Daymon -
FowlervilleSI7-ttH966. (4-21-25p)

!:l5 ACRE MUCK FARM - Excellent drainage
- $250.000 TERMS buy DIRECT FROM
OWNER AND SAVE $25.000 real estate
cemmissioo. CaD Robert Daymoo - Fowler-
ville 517-223-9966. (4-2t-23b)

:!ZZ'z ROLLING ACRES - With pend - 1314
MILE ROAD FRONTAGE Excellent farm
land - Ideal for parceling - perfect fOf' golf
course $225.000 EASY TERMS - BUY DIRECT
FROM OWNER SAVE S22.sOO real estate
com m issi 00. Call Robert Daymoo - Fowler-
ville 517-223-9966. (4-2t-36b)

FOR SALE - One acre with nearly fmished
3Ox38 new two bedroom heme, attached
garage. 00 blacktop. $25.000. Gordon WilHord.
Gladwin. Phone SI7-425-7J04. C2-3t-21p)

RLUEBERRY PLA~TS - Michigan Certified
Virus-Free Varieties in Blue CroP. Stanley.
Blue Ray. Berkeley. Coville. Herbert. Bluetta.
Jersey and Rubel. All two and three year old
plants. FREE catalog. DEAN FOSTER
NURSERIES. Hartford. Mich. 49057. Phone
61lHi21-4480 or 616-621-4738. ( 4-31-39b)

GRAPE VINES - Michigan Certified Vines in
Blue Concord. Moore's Early. Freedonia. Haco
Noir. Red Delaware. Catawaba and Caco.
White Niagara. Ontario and Aurora. One aOO
two year old vines. Send for FREE catalog to:
DEAN FOSTER NURSERIES. Hartford.
Mich. 49057. Phone: 61lHi21-4480 or 6UHi21.
4738. (4-31--441»

ASPARAGUS PLANTS - Michigan Certified
Stock in Mary Washington. California 500.
Paradise. Waltham Washington and California
711 varieties. One year old seedlinp. two year
old roots. three year old jumbo crowns. FREE
catal~. Write or can: DEAN FOSTER
NURSERIES. Hartford. Mich. 49057. Phone:
616-621-4480 or 616-621-4738. (4-31-45b)

RIIUBARB ROOTS - Michigan Certified
Plants in Canada Red. Victma. Valentine.
Crimson Red and Strawberry varieties. Write
or caD fer FREE catalog. DEAN FOSI'ER
NURSERIES. HartfOl'd. Mich. 49057. Phooe:
616-621-4480 <X'616-621-4738. (4-31-31b)

t:VERGREEN AND IIARDWOOD TREE
SEEDLINGS - Blact Walmt. Tulip Poplar.
Ollerado Blue ~ruce. White Pine. Doualas
Fir, Scotch Pine. Norway Spruce. Globe Ar-
b<rvil.ae. Spreading Yew. many others. Write
for FREE catal~ and list to DEAN FOSfER
NURSERIES. Hartferd. Mich. 49m7. Phooe:
616-621-4480 or 616-621-4738. (4-3t-43b)

DWARF AND STANDARD FRUIT TREES
now ready. Peach Varieties in Elberta.
Garnett Beauty. Jersey Queen. Red Haven.
many others. Apple Varieties in Double Red
Delicious. Jonathon. Golden Delicious.
Winesap. Red Rome Beauty. Grimes Golden.
Early McIntosh. Fenton. Yellow Transparent
and many others. Plum varieties in Stanley.
Blue Damson. Red Santa Rosa. Shiro and
many others. Nectarine varieties in Red Chief
and Lexington. Apricot varieties in Moongold.
and Early Golden. Cherry varieties in Black
Tartarian. Windsor and Montmorency. Pear
varieties in Bartlett. Clapp's Favorite. Bosc.
Kieffer. Send today fer FREE catalog and
price list. DEAN FOSTER NURSERIES.
Hartford, Mich. 49057. Phone: 616-621-4480 or
61().Q1-4738. 14-3t-l03bl

S.\USAGE MAKING - 50 recipes. Curing
smoking, hams. bacon. pooltry. fish. venison.
Premixoo spices cures. casings. equipment.
Smokehouse ideas. Free catalog, RAK. Box
4155-46. Las Vegas. Nevada 89106. (4-It-26p)

RASPBERRY PLANTS - Michigan Certified
Varieties in Red. Purple. Black and Yellow.
Red Raspberry Varieties in Uitham. Camby.
Willamette. Newburg. Boyne. Heritage. Indian
Summer and Fall Red EverbeMing. Purple
varieties in Sodus and Clyde. Black Rasp-
berries in Logan. Blackhawk. Bristol and
Cumberland. Yellow Raspberries in Fall Gold.
Amber and Golden Queen. FREE catalog.
DEAN FOSTER NURSERIES. Hartford.
Mich. 49057. Phone: 616-621-4480 or 61lHi21-
4138. /4-3t-62b)

WA"''TED - Knitting or croche1 books on
gloves. hats, sweaters. socks. E. Doelt. H2.
Elsie 48831 or caD 517-862-5318. (4-It-lSp)

CUSTOM CHERRY HARVESnNG - Now
schem1il1& fer 1975 crop. Shoc:twave tnmk
shaker. Experienced, reljable a'eW. Earl
Peterson. 1190. S. 88th Aveme. Shelby. Mich.
49455. Phone 616-861-5339. /4-4t-25p)

IIOMt:MADE CHEESE! HARD. SOFT 81
COTTAGE! Make it yourself. Easy. delicious!
Complete instructions! Recipes $1.00.
Hamilton's Box 233-131, New Ulm. Minn. 56073.

(4-lt-~)

COl,DWATF.R DlLLPICKLES! Can in
minutes! No hot brine. Delicious. Crisp.
Factory secrets! Recipe $1.00. Hamiltoo's.
Box 233-131. New Ulm. Minn. 56073. /4-It-~)

I.INCOLN STO<'KY ARD SALES SCHEDULE
- Beginning Thursday. April 3. there will be
Special Feeder Sales at Lincoln Stockyards
e"ery two weeks through mid.June. Sales start
2p.m. /4-3t-25p)

STH.\W - Wheat and oat. 1000 bales. 60q bale.
Paul Grofvert. 6521 N. 12th St.. Kalamazoo
49009. Phone 616-344-6004. /4-1t-lSp)

SAUSAGE MAKERS. GREAT RECIPES!
Bol~na. Frankfurters. Head OIeese. Sum-
mer. Blood and Pork Sausage. $1.00
Hamilton's. Box 233-131. New Ulm. Minn.
56073. (4-1t -11)p )

,\.K.C. IRISH SETTERS. Stud Service.
Champion Bloodlines. Puppies available
several times throughout the year. Ed-
wardsburg 6UHi63-8354. (4-1t -11ip)

AFRICAN VIOLETS - Suprise collection
freshly OJt leaves 12 for $3.00 labeled and
different With roots. 12 for $5.00. Also plantlets
and plants, Blooming plants at the hoose.
Phooe 517-871-3308. Stamp brinas lists. "Theo
Jensen. 400()"WesfBames. Millington 48746.

(4-21-4Op)

EXCELLENCE in landscape. livestock. farm.
nature photography. Color Murals through 40"
by 60". Business and post card dealer. Jon
Hansen. Posen. 49776. Phone 517-379-2389.

(4-lt-24p)

CERTIFIED LARKER BARLEY seed. Retail
arxf wholesale. Donald Keinath. 123 Akron Rd .•
Caro. Michigan 48723. Phone 517-673-4211.

(4-lt-I7p)

LAND CLEARING and bulldozing - by the
hour <X'by the job. Tom Tank. Eagle. Michigan
48822. Phone 517-Q6-6677. (Ht-lSp)

1I0ME GARDEN COOKBOOK - Marvelous
combination; garden planting in-
formation ... over 250 recipes! 284
pages ... $3.00 pa;tpaid. Glenn Smith En-
terprises. Box 1513. Dept 81. Akron. Ohio
44309. (4-2t-25p)

MISCELLANEOUS

QUARTER HORSES - Dispositioo for 4-H.
ability fir cattle. conformation for show.
Reasonable prices. Customer satisfaction a
primty. Visitors welcome. Waitoo Fanns.

FOR SALE _ Attachment Brackets for Green Rosebush. Phone 517-433-2925. (3-tf-24p)
Hydraulic Grapehoe on to John Deere 1010 -
never used. Edward F. Heyn. Baroda. Mich. FOR SALE - AKC St. Bernard Pups 8 wks.
49101. Phone 616-422-1061. (4-It-23I» old. Championship sire. Mrs. John Willford. R

3. Gladwin. Phone 517-426-4429. (4-It-lSp)

FOR SALE - Olmplete iITigatioo system for
strawberries. Phone 517-727-ZJ98. For more
information write to Martha Liske. R.I. FOR SALE _ YORKSillRE serviceage boars
Hubbard Lake. MIch. 49747. (3-2t-21p) and open gilts top bloodlines tested at MSU test

statioo. All registered stock. Richard Cook. ~
mile east Mulliken. M-43. Phooe 517-649-8988.

(3-tf-25p)WE SEI.L. ERECT. SERVICE: Smith Silos;
Silomatic unloaders and feeding equipment:
Schuler bunk feeding boxes; Kasten boxes.
blowers and gears. Norman Laursen. Laur-
sens. Inc .• West Branch. Michigan 48661 Tel.
517-345-1400. (6-12t-:J)p)

FOR SALE - 10 foot John Deere KBA Wheel
Disc. International H Tractor with or withoot BABY CHICKS. White Rocks. Cornish Rocks.
leader. Phooe 517-765-2683 evenings. David L. R.I. Reds. Red Rock Cross. White Leghorns.
Hasty. RR 2. Tekonsha 49092. (4-It-25p) Also ducts. geese alx1"turkeys. Sterling Hatch-

ery. Sterling. Mich. 48659. Phone 517-654-3554.
(4-«-25p)

FOR SALE - 550 Laying cages like new. CORRIED,\LESHEEP-Purebred. Breeding FOR SALE - "HAY" Cut costs; cut labor.
Lester RoY. 4816 S.Greg<r)' Rd .• Gregory. stock foc sale. Papers optional- also Suffock - Order big baled hay now. 1200 lb. bales. Will
Mich. 48137. Phone 517-223-92D5. (2-tf-lSp) Purebred. Waldo E. Dieterle. 7285 Textile Rd .. deliver. Phone 616-875-8037. Richard Nykamp.

saline. Mich. 48176. Phone (313) 429-7874. Zeeland 49464. (4-It-23p)
(8-tf-22p)

FOR SALE - Case How rear mounted
cultivator with shields $275. Phone 517-765-2683
evenings. P.R. Hasty. RR 2, Tokonsha 49092. FOR SALE La P lled - l' H if(4-lt-25p) ". - rge 0 ro alS e ers.

170/ •• 4718 and 9 purebreds. inclucm. bull. to
calf in April. PhOne 616-657-5150. (4-It-21p)

STO<.'K UTILITY TRAILER 4'xS' box. two
wheel. new tires. factory axle. new stock ract.
spare tire. like new condition. P.O. Box 'ST.
Unionville. Mich. or 517-674-Zlll. (4-11-29p)

FOR SALE - I.H. 3 - 16" Plow Chief with FOR SALE - Asparqus plants for the 1975
cylinder $250.00; I.H. 2 - 16" Plow $80.00; plantirc season. Green Tip Fann. R3. Paw
Oliver 2 - 14" Plow $100.00; 5 ft. Brosh Hog like Paw. Mich. 48079. Phone 611H157-5003.(2-4t-l8p)
new S3OO.00.3 P.H. Phone SI7~14.

(4-lt-25p) FORESTRY SERVICES - Appraisals. plans.
cnsultations. investigations relating to timber.
shade and Christmas tree problems. Fire and

LIVESTOCK theft losses. marketi~. George Blair. Res.
Forester No.3, 720 S. DuraOO, Jackson. Mich.

FOR SALE - "F1Yina L" horse 81 stock Tel. (517) 782-9544. (5-tf-25p)
trailers. gooseneck lr flatbeds in stock, 11,2mi .•
west of Palo. Themas Read. Fenwick. Mich. KODACOI.OR FILM DEVELOPED. 12 expo
48834. Phone 517.m-4m. WHf-25p) Roll $1.50. Cavalier Oller. 1265 S. llth. Niles

Mich. (3-121-l2p)
RABBITS - Pedigreed New Zealand whites
with top productioo. "Rabbits are our only FOR SALt: _ 10 Swivel 4 in. wheel dollies
business." Dettmers Bunny Patch. Box 109. 27xlS _ reasonable. Fratit Loth. 453 S. 12th.
Garfield Road, Rt. I, Carson City. Mich. 48811. Saginaw 48601. Phone (517-PL-2S)OO)'(4-It-llip)
Phone 517-584-3765. lll-tf-25p)

WANTED - Chadaiee Farms 100 percent pure
It E(aSTER ED POI.Lt:D HEREFORD horseradish eaters. Adds zip and flav<X' to
Rl'I.I-". Excellent young herd bull prospects. beef. ham. or perk. Look for the hot stuff in
from dams weigmng up to 1500 lbs. Call- Groler's Dairy Case. C. J. Christoff. P.O. Box
Bellv<ix Ranch. Daniel Berg. 616-547-3>26, 287. Lowell 49331. (4-lt-25p)
Charlev<ix.Mich. (3-tf-24p)

FOR SALt: - Rhubarb - Strawberries. 6 -
IIEREFORI> Rl'LI.s - pure bred herd sires. $7.50. Shipping $1.00. Cushion Mums Slips
Ready foc service. Also, registered heifers and mixoo. 25 to $5.00 plus $1.00 shipping. Larger
calves. Egypt Valley Hereford Farm. 6611 orders. Call or "Tite: Harry H. Zepik. RR 2.
Knapp St.. Ada. Michigan. Phone OR 6-1090. Box 766. Watervliet. Mich. 49098. Phone 616-
IKentCounbil lll-tf-25p) 463-3393. 14-21-36p)

FOR SALE - Chickm feeders. waterers.
aluminum frame roosts. WANTED TO BUY -
One horse electric motor. 1.700 RPM. Please
write Kass. 13510 Horning. Brooklyn. 49230. CHAROLAIS - For sale polled or horned bulls

(3-21-25p) and bred cows. performan~ tested'. R. J.
Eldridge & Sons. 7911 Alden Nash Rd.• (M-SO)
Alto. Mich. (616) 868-Dn. (3-tf-25p)
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A new FarmOwners
Because you donl have
lIthe same

old farm"

Improved Coverage
23 Ways Better

at 1969 Prices
Times change. "The old farm" just isn't the same. Chances

are, your insurance needs aren't either. That's why
we've improved the famous FarmOwnen policy ... the

original insurance policy developed just for Michigan
farmers and the first of its kind in the nation.

You'll find 23 added or improved features in the new
fal'8lO1luen ... many of them benefits not even offered by
other companies. Many of the extras were not in the original

FarmOwMrs

For example, take a look at the three ratit:\g exposure
system used for farming structures. Your Farm Bureau

Agent determines which of their risk lev61seach structure
deserves ... and sets your premium for just that rate. No more

"averaging" which usually meant higher rates. Coverage is based on YOU R
farm ... not someone else's. And, that's just one of the 23 extra benefits in the

new FU1IlOwMn

With the extra coverages and new features, premium rates for the
new FaraOwaen actually maintain 1969 levels. Know of any-

thing else you buy. that has held the same price in that
time?

Call your neighborhood Farm Bureau Agent
today. Find out more about the improved
FarmOwuen policy ... the only policy
developed by and for Michigan farmers. Now
with 23 extra features.

FARM BUREAU
INSURANCE

GROUPTM

Farm Bureau Mutual • Farm Bureau life • Community Service Insurance
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