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Editorial

A Vicious Hoax!

Perhaps farmers are naive, for they continue
to find it hard to believe that they actually are
the victims of “big lie” techniques deliberately
spread by the very church groups to which
they belong.

The lie is aimed at first discrediting farmers
in the eyes of the public, and then using this
public pressure to bring about a labor-union
take-over of their farms!

The action is in California now, centering on
the table grape crop there, but union officials
say that Michigan farmers are next,

Since open efforts to do this would quickly
be recognized, a behind-the-scenes program was
begun months ago to enlist the aid of those
who might (unwittingly or otherwise) lend an
air of respect to the campaign — which most
recently has taken the form of an illegal nation-
wide secondary boycott of the grapes.

Well-meaning Church leaders, often lacking
in their understanding of political or economic
issues, and just as often searching for causes of
moral indignation and social concern to champ-
ion, appear to have been easy marks.

Taken in and being used are such usually
astute groups as the World Plenary Assembly
of the International Catholic Movement for
Intellectual and Cultural Affairs (Pax Romana)
and the National Council of Churches.

In Michigan the union propaganda has been
spread by the Michigan Council of Churches
in conjunction with the Michizan Migrant
Ministry . Priests and pastors have been urged
to preach it from their pulpits and some have
caused the union hate-literature to be slipped
into their Sunday bulletins,

The normally discerning Presbyterian Life
magazine (October issue) sent to all members
of the United Presbyterian Church, devoted its
cover and six inside pages to a grossly distorted,
labor-oriented and anti-farmer view.

All of which points up the fact that the
propaganda campaign is subtle and well-heeled.
It originates in the offices of the AFL-CIO
(where it costs $10,000 per month) and includes
substantial help from Walter Reuther and the
United Auto Workers (another $7,500 per
month, according to Time magazine).

Further, substantial grants of public tax
dollars have gone into the grape boycott cam-
paign (directly and indirectly) through the
office of Economic Opportunity (more than
$500,000) and thousands of additional dollars
have been added by misled church members
through various Migrant Ministries and similar
appeals.

That something is drastically wrong should
be evident to almost anyone who compares
this lavish outpouring of money funneled into
the “United Farm Workers Organizing Com-
mittee” of the AFL-CIO, with the results gained
over a three-year period.

The Organizing Committee — under the lead-
ership of professional union man — Cesar
Chavez, has enticed only a handful of farm
workers into the union, “less than two per cent”
says Jose Mendoza, one of the workers who
has been dismayed at the pressure tactics used.

“Bottles of gasoline tossed in the pickups,
pounds of nails scattered in the driveways . . .
calling a fourteen year-old girl words which
do not appear in any dictionary . . . and much
more” Mendoza says.

“We do not have a migrant force to speak of,
almost all of our farm workers are permanent
residents employed all year around. Chavez
does not represent our people . . " Mendoza —
who heads the 5,000 member Agricultural Work-
ers Freedom to Work Association, declared.

Almost totally frustrated in his efforts to gain
voluntary enlistment of workers into the union,
Chavez and the AFL-CIO have called the grape
boycott to try forcing growers into signing
closed-shop contracts, thus in turn forcing work-
ers into the union and setting a national pattern
for a labor-union take over of agriculture,

The whole issue is a vicious hoax and one
to which Christians should refuse to allow the
use of Christ's Church.

M. W,
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— OFFICIAL NOTICE —

The 49th annual meeting of the Michigan Farm Bureau
will be held at Michigan State University, East Lansing,
on the dates of Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, No-
vember 18-19-20.

Bylaws of the Michigan Farm Bureau provide that each
county Farm Bureau shall be entitled to seat two voting
delegates plus an additional delegate for each one hundred
members, or major portion thereof, in excess of the first
two hundred members of record as of August 31, 1968 —
not including associate members.

The meeting of Voting Delegates will convene at 10:00
a.m. Monday, November 18, at the main auditorium, Mich-
igan State University, and will continue through November
20. The annual banquet will be held in the Civic Center,
Lansing, at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday evening, November 19.

Purposes of the meeting include:

(1) Election of members of the Board of Directors. Even-
numbered districts will elect directors for two-year terms.
Also to be elected for two-year terms will be two Directors-
at-Large, and one director representing Farm Bureau Young
Farmers will be elected for a one-year term.

(2) Reports of officers.

(3) Consideration and action on the recommendations of
the Policy Development Committee to determine action
policies of the Michigan Farm Bureau for the coming year.

(4) Consideration of proposed amendments to the By-
laws.

The Policy Development Committee will be in special
session the first day of the convention — November 18,
following the commodity conferences. Any Michigan Farm
Bureau member is welcome to appear before the committee
on any issue.

It is important that all delegates plan to attend the entire
three days, and that the SAME delegates represent their
county continuously during this period.

Dan E. Reed, Secretary-Manager
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President’s Column

MSU Trustees

One of the most important elections this No-
vember involves filling two vacancies on the
Board of Trustees at Michigan State University.

Farmers have a great stake in this election for
a number of reasons, among them the continu-
ation of solid suport for agriculture and agricul-
tural research, as well as the assurance that the
College of Agriculture and Extension Service
will not be neglected or shoved into the back-
ground of a growing university.

The new Board of Trustees may have the
burden of selecting a new president within the
next few years, because Dr. John Hannah is
nearing retirement, and the attitude of the new
president will be very important to farmers for
many years to come.

Michigan State University is not only the
oldest and first Land-Grant University, it is one
of the best. Our state has been fortunate to
have this sound, well-grounded University to
do our agricultural research and to help prepare
our children for the new technology of the
future. MSU has one of the highest scholastic
standings of any University in this country, and
research facilities are excellent.

In the past 12 years over $32 million have
been invested at MSU in new facilities di-
rectly related to agriculture. Such improve-
ment has not just happened, rather it has
been brought about by continued support
on the part of all agricultural organizations,
chief among them, Farm Bureau. It has required
the cooperation and svmpathetic understanding
of the University administration.

In countless ways, the Board of Trustees sets
the tone for this “friendly administration” — and
farmers cannot afford to allow those who are
indifferent to our needs in this office.

Not.that farmers look at the University from
only a narrow, selfish viewpoint — rather we
ask for a Board of Trustees which can evaluate
fairly the importance of agriculture, the needs
of our industry, and keep an open mind con-
cerning these needs.

In order to adequately serve on the Board of
Trustees, it appears to me that a candidate
should have several important attributes. First,
he should be a graduate of MSU — and 1 feel
that this qualification should be made a legal
requirement for serving on the Board. Since
this is not now true, (and until it is) I believe
voters should not consider supporting an indi-
vidual who has not attended the University.
We need people who are dedicated to the

University serving as Trustees — not persons
who have been pushed into the position to
further some political aim or special-interest
group.

Next, I believe that any Trustee should first
of all be successful in his own business affairs.
Michigan State is one of the truly big businesses,
and I cannot see trusting this vast educational
operation to just anyone who may be a good
politician but can’t make things go in his own
right,

We cannot afford the luxury of mismanage-
ment at the largest University in the state.

Further — we cannot afford the luxury of
continued political disagreements and power-
plays between members of the board, often
along purely party lines. We have recently
witnessed the spectacle of an incumbent Trus-
tee using a Board decision in which he partici-
pated to spur on a student revolt against this
decision. His place for dissent was in the Board
session —and having made that dissent it is
not fair to students, the University or its ad-
ministration to undercut authority by carrying
the issue to the student body.

The job of management is to manage — not
to pit student factions against management of
the University to serve political purposes.

Perhaps we should consider the placing of
the Trustees election on a non-partisan basis as
we now do for most of our local government
positions,

November 5, each of us should be prepared
at the polls to support those candidates we be-
lieve will best attend to the administrative job
of this great university.

Elton Smith
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49th annual meeting ...

—Michigan Farm Bureau
November 18-19-20. ..
Mich. State University

.. . East Lansing
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DR. NORMAN VINCENT PEALE
— will be headline speaker at
the annual banquet program,
Lansing Civic Center, Tuesday
night, Nov. 19.
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GOVERNOR ROMNEY — has
accepted an invitation to ad-
dress the delegate body to give
farmers o direct report of
Michigan affairs.

Delegates to make
“Sharp Appraisal”

Looking ahead to next year’s Golden Anniversary, the Mich-
igan Farm Bureau has completed preparations for an action-
packed annual meeting, November 18-19-20 — centered on the
theme “Building Tomorrow Together.”

The action of voting delegates meeting in the main auditorium
of Michigan State University, East Lansing, will be of unusual
significance this year, in that Farm Bureau's annual meeting
comes sufficiently after the national elections to allow a sharp
appraisal of the new administration and its intentions toward
agriculture.
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NOTE: Pages 6 and 7 carry major farm plank pledges of
both Republican and Democrat parties — as well as Farm
Bureau's recommendations for federal farm programs.
These should be studied carefully by all Farm Bureau mem-
bers prior to the national election, November 5.

Barring unforeseen events which could take him out of state,
Michigan Governor George Romney has given assurance that
he will be present on the second day of the convention to give
his views of state affairs and of Michigan agriculture.

BUSH FAMILY BAND — Mom and Dad and all of the dozen children are pictured
in the L. Elwood Bush home where it often is music and more music after form
chores ore done. They are lenowee county Farm Bureau members.

TOGETHE

JOHN HANNAH — Michigan
State University President, will
bring official greetings to Farm
Bureau delegates from the Uni-
versity.

Again this year, Farm Bureau
Insurance Group will provide cof-
fee and doughnuts for arriving
delegates and guests with registra-
tion scheduled for 8:30 Monday
morning, November 18.

Mrs. Jesse (Louise) Smith —
talented Kalamazoo county Farm
Bureau member will provide con-
vention organ music, with a half-
hour “Community Sing” set for
9:30 — just ahead of the official
call to order at 10:00 a.m.

Michigan State University Presi-
dent, John Hannah, will welcome
delegates, followed by the annual
address of President Elton Smith.
An exciting awards program by
the Field Services Division will
close out the forenoon, with bus
service provided at 12:00 to move
delegates to either the Kellogg
Center or Union Ballroom lunch-
eon and afternoon program.

‘Commodity Day” will begin
with the noon luncheon in the
Union and include the finals of
an exciting “Discussion Meet” con-
test staged by Farm Bureau Young
Farmers on the topic of farm
marketing and bargaining.

Later, special commodity inter-
est groups — including Livestock,
Fruits and Vegetables, Dairy and
Field Crops, will meet in various
rooms of the Union building. (A

ROBERT TAYLOR — “Fat Bob”
of musical fame, will sing
populor classics in his appear-
ance before the Civic Center
banquet crowd.

detailed program for each section
is printed on page 5.)

Also beginning with a noon
luncheon, the programs of Farm
Bureau Women will be held in the
Big Ten room of Kellogg Center,
where featured speaker will be
Dr. Richard Cutler, Vice Presi-
dent of the University of Mich-
igan. (a detailed program is found
on page 8.)

Immediately following all spe-
cial interest programs the Policy
Development Committee (resolu-
tions) will hold an open session
in the Kellogg Center Auditorium.
Any Farm Bureau member is in-
vited to appear on any subject.

6:00 o'clock evening programs
include the President’s Banquet
(exclusive to county Farm Bureau
Presidents and wives) and the
Young Farmer banquet and pro-
gram which will be held at the
same hour in the Big Ten Room.

Special guests will include Ken-
neth Cheatham of the Program
Development Division of the
American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion and James Erskine, Farm
Bureau Career Agent, Saginaw.

The program is open to all in-
terested persons with tickets avail-
able from County Farm Bureau
Secretaries and from the Informa-
tion Division, Michigan Farm Bu-
reau.

KENNETH CHEATHAM — of the
Program Development Division,

American Farm Bureau, will
speak to Young Farmers, Mon-
day night, Nov. 18.

Business reports and resolutions
will occupy delegate attention on
Tuesday, November 19, including
nominations for directors from
the even-numbered districts —
2-4-6-8-10 and two Directors at
Large, plus one Young Farmer
representative.

The evening program will be in
the Lansing Civic Center, where
Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, famed
author and Pastor of New York's
Marble Collegiate Church, will
speak on the topic “Why positive
thinkers get positive results.”

This program is open to the
interested public — with tickets
again available from either county
Farm Bureau offices, or from the
Information Division of the Mich-
igan Farm Bureau.

Robert Taylor — “Fat Bob” —
the national winner in the Metro-
politan Opera contest, will sing
popular classics, and awards will
be made to those selected for
Distinguished Service to Agricul-
ture. Another program highlight
will be the choosing of Farm
Bureau’s “Queen” for the 1968-
69 year.

Final consideration of policy
resolutions will occupy delegate
attention on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 20, along with formal election
of Directors nominated earlier.

— FARM BUREAU FAMILY BAND —

From Beethoven to Tijuana Brass — that's the musical range of the versatile L. Elwood Bush
family band, scheduled for two appearances at the annual meeting of the Michigan Farm Bu-

reau — November 18.

The band will appear on the Women's program following the noon luncheon and again in the
evening at the Young Farmer's banquet, both programs in the Big Ten room of Kellogg Center,
on the MSU campus, East Lansing.

All 12 children are musically talented, David (18) plays all saxes, flute and piano. Dan (17)
plays all valve horns, and has twice appeared at the National Music Camp, Interlochen; Michael
(16) plays bass or alto clarinet and soprano sax. Jim (15) plays sousaphone, tuba or string bass;
Marianne (13) plays all saxaphones, flute and piano; Doug (12) plays trombone and Paul (11)
trumpet. Both play first-chair in their school bands. Dawn (9) Debbie (8) and Dorothy (7) play
an original é-hands trio on the piano.

Dad plays the drums, mother the piano. The Bush family are Lenawee county Farm Bureau

members.
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ccandidate confusion

JUSTICE O'HARA

Michigan Supreme Court Justice Michael D. O’Hara is an
incumbent candidate for re-election to the Court, November 5.
Fellow Justices presently serving on the 7-man court include
Thomas M. Kavanaugh — not up for election this year.

Under our new Constitution, incumbents may file for re-
election at the close of their terms, without party ties. However,
new candidates must-be nominated by a political party, and
opposing O'Hara for the single spot now open on the Court is
Thomas G. Kavanaugh, Democrat nominee — and thought by
some to have been selected by his party because of the similar-

ity in names to incumbent Justice Kavanaugh.
Adding to the confusion is another prominent person with
a similar name — Detroit Mayor Cavanagh, who really is not

involved at all.

To set the record straight, the contest is between Justice
O'Hara (described by the Detroit Free Press as “one of the
better legal minds on the Court”) —and newcomer, Thomas

G. Kavanaugh.

Caf

ito

repor

time, tax issues explained !

By Robert Smith
Legislative Counsel, Mich. Farm Bureau

Unfortunately, many voters, as
they go to the polls November 5,
will have a misunderstanding of
Proposals No. 2, regarding Double
Daylight Saving Time.

Standard Time is “=,"(** VOTE NO
SAFE AND SANE, "2 g SO0 2

Much of this stems from an As-
sociated Press release, which was
confusing to the point that some
newspapers and others thronghout
the state misled their readers. In
some cases it was done knowingly,
but in most cases it was caused
from too great a dependence on
one news source.

Farm Bureau has straightened
out several such situations by di-
rect contact with those involved.
In every case, there have been ex-
cellent cooperation and efforts
made to clarify any misunder-
standing.

In some instances the proposal’s
key question has been left out.
The key question on the ballot
is; “Shall the State of Michigan
observe Daylight Saving Time?
Yes: No:..”

STANDARD TIN IS SAFE & SAHE S50

J62ND 20
= J-)

It cannot be repeated too often
that to eliminate fast time, and to
return Michigan to Eastern Stand-
ard Time the year round, the
VOTE ON PROPOSAL NO. 2
SHOULD BE NO.

Income Tax

There have been many ques-
tions raised regarding Proposal
No. 1. This proposal will permit
the voters to decide whether the
Michigan Constitution should be
amended to permit a graduated
income tax. Michigan’s present
income tax is flat rate.

The wording of this proposal
has become somewhat confused.
It states that: “An income tax at
flat rate or graduated as to rate
or base may be imposed by the
state or any of its subdivisions.”
(Emphasis added)

Legal experts believe that the
proposal goes further than the
Legislature intended and would
permit the total of 2,904 units of
local government in the state to
levy an income tax. This total
figure is made up of 83 counties,
522 cities and villages, 1,254
townships, 110 special districts
and 935 school districts.

According to a study recently
released by the Citizens Research
Council, Michigan's present in-
come tax is progressive because

of the high personal exemption
($1200) and sliding scale credits
for property taxes, city income
taxes, and rent paid. Only three
states have higher exemptions
than Michigan.

In the study comparing the “ef-
fective rates” of Michigan's flat
income tax as compared to the
median rate of all other income
tax states, it shows that for a
family of four Michigan’s tax on
incomes up to more than $5,000
is zero; at the 87,500 income level
it is only 3/10 of 19%: at the
$10,000 level it is 8/10 of 19:
at 817,500 it is 1.5%: at the
$25,000 income level it is 1.89.
Thus, it can be seen that there is
a six-fold increase between the
$7,500 income level and the $25.-
000 income level. In other states
having so-called graduated income
taxes, this same comparison be-
tween $7,500 income level and
825,000 income level shows a 2.7-
fold increase.

The study also clearly shows
that the total income tax burden
is lower in Michigan than the
average in all other income tax
states. But, the fact is that the
effective tax rates in Michigan
are more progressive than the
median rates in the other income
tax states. Also, in the other states,
the effective income tax rates ap-
ply at the $5,000 income level.

VIEWPOINTS WELCOME AT OPEN SESSION

The Public Affairs Division announces a special “"Open Session” of the
Policy Development Committee (Resolutions) during the 49th annual meet-
ing of the Michigan Farm Bureau. This opportunity for members to be
heard on any issue, will follow the afternoon special interest sessions
(Commodity —Farm Bureau Women) and will be held in the auditori-
um of Kellogg Center, beginning at 4:30, Monday, November 18. All
members are welcome.

CHARLES J. DAVIS — (left) shown receiving the 1967 Farm
Bureau Distinguished Agricultural service award.

Charles J. Davis

Michigan agriculture and Farm Bureau have lost a staunch friend
in the untimely death September 30, of Representative Charles ].
Davis — who only last Fall was presented Farm Bureaw's award for
Distinguished Services to Agriculture.

Davis, 57, was Chairman of the House Budget and Expenditures
Committee and a member of the Appropriations Committee. He was
a candidate for re-election to his fifth term in the House at the time
of his death.

He was a delegate to the Constitutional Convention, past president
of the Ingham county Farm Bureau and of the American Dairy
Association of Michigan. At the last annual meeting of the Michigan
Farm Bureau he was praised for his many contributions to agriculture
by Michigan Farm Bureau president, Elton Smith who presented
him with a plaque reading: “For Distinguished Service to Agriculture
— Charles ]. Davis — Outstanding Dairy Farmer, Farm Bureau
Leader and member of the Michigan Legislature — but above all,
representative of the best in agriculture . . .”
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Department of Conservation
Dear Mr. Woell:

| was pleased as a Farm Bureau member and Conservation
Commissioner to see the lengthy statement in your September
issue about proposals 3 and 4 on the Nov. 5 general election
ballot. Proposal 3 covers a Clean Water bonding program and
Proposal 4 covers a Quality Recreation bonding program. Both
issues have strong support from Governor Romney, the state
legislature, business and industry, labor organizations, church
groups and a host of other public-spirited groups throughout
the state . ., .

The FARM NEWS does not often take a stand in the Discussion
Topic — and that is sound editorial judgment. But | was very
pleased, and want to thank you, for selecting these two im-
portant public issues for presentation. Now that both proposals
have received wide acclaim, we members of the Conservation
Commission have high hopes they will pass by wide margins
November 5. Nothing but good can come from the programs,
and I'm sure that Farm Bureau members everywhere will help
boost that total winning vote margin substantially.

Yours Truly
Carl T. Johnson, Farm Bureau member
~ State Conservation Commissioner

e
“_WATER POLLUTION — must be controlled,” states Representa-
five Raymond J. Smit, (R) Ann Arbor, shown in an interview
wl_fh Farm Bureau Broadcasting Director, Roger Brown.
prime concern is pollution caused by dispersal of phosphate
residues into state waterways. The interview was taped for
Community Group discussion use. More than 200 groups now
use these spoken commentaries in monthly meetings.
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"COMMODITY DAY” PROGRAM!

“We ask that marketing be given
high priority in the expanded pro-
gram of the Michigan Farm Burean.”

— 1968 Policy Statement, Michigan Farm Bureau —
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An unusual discussion contest between six young farmers on
the topic of marketing-bargaining, will be one hizhlicht of
“Commodity Day” programs, Monday, November 18, at the
annual meeting of the Michigzan Farm Bureau.

The discussion will follow a noon-time luncheon in the Union
Ballroom of Michigan State University., and will be the finals
determining the state champion to represent Michigan in Kansas
City, Missouri, during the American Farm Bureau Convention.

Earlier, the six semi-finalists will be selected in competition
among 22 district Young Farmer winners. The “Discussion Meet”
is a technique in leadership training wherein participants are
involved in a free-wheeling discussion on a selected topic. At
the Commodity Day program, the state finals will be followed
by a “reactor panel” to round-out thinking on the topic “What
can my farm organization and I do to improve our Marketing
and Bargaining position . . .”

Following the contest, there will be special-interest conferences
for Field Crops, Fruits and Vegetables, Dairy, and Livestock.

David Morris, member of the Michigan Farm Bureau board,
and prominent cattleman, will chair the Livestock session where
a group of feeding and marketing experts will appear. They
include Dr. Robert Merkle, MSU — “Producing, Feeding and
Marketing the ideal meat animal,” Dr. Terry Greathouse, MSU
— “The Michigan Cow-Calf Industry;” Robert O’Connor, Presi-
dent, Michigan Cattle Feeder’s Association, speaking about the
Association’s activities and services, and “Tke” Walton, of the
Michigan Livestock Exchange, with an outlook report on the
state’s livestock industry. A question-answer period is planned.

Michigan Farm Bureau board:member, Harry Nye, will be
chairman of the Fruit and Vegetable conference where progress
and problems in the industry will be the main topic. There will
be a speaker representing processors, while Carl Davis of Jewel
Tea will talk about fresh markets. Labor and mechanical
harvesting problems will be given a hard look.

Richard Wieland, of the Michigan Farm Bureau board, will
chair the Dairy program, where dairy promotion and research
alternatives will be examined by Hollis Hatfield, of the Research
and Commodity Activities Division of the American Farm Bureau.

“Milk Component Pricing,” including the impact of changing
from a butterfat to a solid —not fat pricing system, will be
discussed by Dr. Glynn McBride of the Department of Agri-
cultural Economics, at Michigan State.

The Field Crops program will be under the direction of
Michigan Farm Bureau board member, Walter Frahm, where
a panel will discuss the Federal Feed Grains and Wheat Pro-
gram, with the question “time for a change?” deliberately raised.
Examining altematives will be Dr. Arthur Mauch, MSU eco-
nomist, with present programs examined by George Parker of
USDA; the grain-trade situation by Ed Powell of Michigan
Elevator Exchange division of Farm Bureau Services, and an
over-look of Farm Bureau policy by Robert Smith, Legislative
Counsel for the Michigan Farm Bureau.

&

8 MARKET

DEVELOPMENT

HOLLIS HATFIELD

Former Administrative Secretary of the
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, Hollis Hat-
field now works within the Research and
Commodity Division of the American
Farm Bureau, where dairy activities are
o chief responsibility. He will appear
on the Dairy program at Farm Bureau
Commodity Day.

ED. R. POWELL

Manager of Grain Merchandising for the
Michigan Elevator Exchange Division of
Farm Bureou Services, is Ed Powell, grain
sales expert who will speck on the
Field Crop program at the Farm Bureau
Commodity Day, Movember 18. Powell
is @ member of both the Detroit and
Toledo Boards of Trade.

MICHIGAN PARTICIPANTS — in a recent Midwest Farm Bureau Dairy Conference pose for the
camera in Chicago’s Sheraton hotel. They are: (back row, from left) Michigan Farm Bureau
President, Elton Smith and fellow Kent county dairyman, Frank Wiersma; Howard Ebenhoeh,
Saginaw. Front (from left) Al Almy, MFB Dairy Specialist; Remus Riggs, Branch county and
David Crandall, Menominee dairyman.

Farm Management Quiz —.

Can you readily provide your banker with an accurate fi-
nancial statement of your farming operation? Would your
present farm records be adequate to withstand an Internal
Revenue audit? Do you have accurate and up-to-date infor-
mation upon which to base your farm management?

If you cannot answer “yes” to all of these questions, then
“Freddie Computer” is the helping hand you need. Freddie
Computer is Farm Bureau’s reliable electronic farm record-
keeper. Freddie is now completing his third year of providing
Farm Bureau members with accurate, simple, low-cost, and
complete farm records.

For further information on how Freddie Computer can make
your farm recordkeeping easier and more valuable contact your
county Farm Bureau office,

INTRODUCING--

Farm Bureau's

FREDDIE COMPUTER

The Electronic Farm Records System
Offering:

v Complete Income Tax Records

v Farm Credit Information

v Farm Management Information

v Optional Programs to Meet the
Needs of Any Farm Enterprise

This Farm Records System is LOW COST, simple and will
save you time. There is no adding, subtracting, multiply-
ing, etc. Just record your transactions —

FREDDIE COMPUTER DOES THE REST

GET MORE DETAILS FROM
YOUR COUNTY FARM BUREAU
-OR THE MICH. FARM BUREAU

BROADER BENEFITS

Michigan Farm Bureau Blue Cross and Blue Shield sub-
scribers have now been covered under the new Michigan
Variable Fee (MVF) plan since August 30th of this year.

Along with this new Variable Fee “paid in full” pro-
gram comes an extension of benefits. Blue Shield protec-
tion provides even more coverage under the M.V.F. plan
than before under M-75.

Your new extended coverage is illustrated by the
following examples:

Bed-patient Medical Care . .

ceveene. Unlimited days
In-patient Medical Care for

Plumonary T.B., Nervous, and ... . 45 Days
Mental conditions
Emergency First Aid ... . Rendered at any time
Radiation Therapy ... .. For treatment of any condition
Technical Surgical Assistance ... Wherever and
whenever it is needed
Unlimited Medical Consultations ... .. When a hospital
bed-patient

Cosmetic Surgery .. . New liberalized benefits

These are some of the highlights of the new coverage
now available to Farm Bureau members who qualify.
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“vanmens  PLATFORM FOR AMERICA"-to...

SUGGEST
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DEMOCRAT & REPUBLICAN PARTIES

Farm Bureau’s recommendations for government
farm programs are contained in the “Platform For
America” which was presented to Republican and
Democratic platform committees by AFBF President
Charles B. Shuman.

Here is the farm program section of FB’s “Platform
For America”:

A major objective of Farm Bureau policy is to
create conditions whereby farmers and ranchers may
earn and get a high per-family real income in a
manner which will preserve freedom and opportun-
ity. We firmly believe that this objective can best
be accomplished by preserving or reestablishing the
market price system as the principal influence in
allocating the use of farm resources and in distribut-
ing farm production. The American farmer is more
capable of planning the use of his own acreage and
other procuctive resources than government authority
ever can be,

THE INDIVIDUAL FARM family’s net spendable
income is based on the unit price of the food and
fiber produced, multiplied by the volume marketed,
less the costs of production — including taxes.

The problem of the commercial farm on the one
hand and the underemployed or low-production
farmer on the other are different. Policies and pro-
grams should recognize this fact. The low production
farmer needs the kind of assistance that will enable
him to earn a higher income by becoming more
productive. In some cases this means retraining to
improve his skills.

RISING FARM COSTS constitute the biggest
hurdle to achieving hicher incomes for commercial
farmers. Farmers and ranchers need — and want —
a relatively stable price level in order to avoid the
painful economic and social disruptions which in-
evitubly result from the extremes of inflation and
depression. We cannot hope to prevent inflation or
solve our balince of payments problem if the federal
government continually engages in deficit spending.
Government spending should be held to the minimum
necessary to carry on proper government functions
with strict economy, within the framework of a
balanced budget. "

Effective and widespread competition—as a means
of promoting individual incentive und the efficient
use of scarce resources — is of paramount importance.
This means that no group — whether it be business,
labor, agriculture, or the government itself — should
be permitted to exercise monopolistic powers.

GOVERNMENT FARM PROGRAMS

Government farm programs should be designed to
assist farm families in their efforts to earn and get
higher incomes through the operation of the market
system. Current and past government price-fixing
has failed to protect farmers against reduced income.

THE COMPENSATORY or direct payment ap-
proach, which has been used with increasing fre-
quency in recent years, is unsound and dangerous
to our economic and political system.

Regardless of the form in which they are presented,
compensatory payment programs are fantastically

Pleasant Valley
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expensive. Payment programs stimulate production,
increase unit costs, depress market prices, and make
farmers dependent on Congressional appropriations
for their net farm income and a part of their pro-
duction costs as well. In addition, it is becoming
increasingly evident that limitations are an inevitable
part of any payment program.

FARM BUREAU vigorously opposed the major
provisions of the Food and Agriculture Act of 1965.
Our members are even more convinced today that
the programs authorized by this Act are not in the
long-time best interests of producers, consumers, or
taxpayers.

BRIEFLY, our principal reasons for opposing this
legislation are as follows:

(1) Government supply-management has not work-
ed. With farm prices at only 73% of parity and food
prices higher than ever before, it is clear that current
government supply-management programs have serv-
ed the interest of neither producers nor consumers.

(2) Government-owned stocks are bad for farmers.
These stocks are the principal device for manipulat-
ing and depressing farm prices contrary to the in-
terests of farmers.

(3) The operation of government supply-manage-
ment programs depends on political decisions. Farm-
ers and ranchers deeply resent government action
taken in 1966 and 1967 to stimulate increased pro-
duction which wrecked farm prices in 1967 and
continues to have adverse effects on farm income.

(4) These programs make farmers dependent on
government payments for a substantial part of their
net incomes. Farmers want — and deserve — a more
dependable basis for farm income in the future than
the precarious possibility that huge government sub-
sidies will be continued indefinitely.

(5) Government supply-management programs cre-
ate pressures for international commodity agree-
ments. International cartels designed to ration world
markets are not consistent with our efforts to expand
trade on the basis of competitive advantage.

ON THE BASIS of the record, it is clear that the
Food and Agriculture Act of 1965 is not solving farm
problems. A dramatic change in the direction of
government farm policy is long overdue and should
not be delaved beyond the present expiration date
of the 1965 Act —i.e., December 31, 1969.

Any price support and production adjustiment pro-
grams that may be provided by the Congress should
be designed to facilitate orderly marketing rather
than to fix prices. Price support levels should take
account of competitive conditions, supply and de-
mand, and market trends. If the market system is
to have an opportunity to operate, farmers must not
be forced to compete with the Commodity Credit
Corporation for markets.

WE ARE OPPOSED to government-owned re-
serves of farm products. Such reserves are bad for
producers, costly for taxpayers, and unnecessary for
the protection of consumers. ;

The interests of consumers are well safeguarded
by the tremendous productive capacity of American

agriculture. the stocks that will be carried by farmers
and the trade in the absence of a government reserve
program, the fact that major crops are produced
over wide geographic areas, and the flexibility that
woes with a livestock economy. It is c¢lear that the
major purpose of current proposals for government
reserves is to give the government the power to set
ceilings on farm prices.

WE IN FARM BUREAU have confidence that 3
market-directed economy will yield farmers and
ranchers higher incomes than will a government
managed system.

With less interference from government, the mar-
keting system will be able to operate more effectively
and more efficiently. This will encourage the ex-
pansion of market outlets and the production of
quality products in line with market demands. Thus,
we can better meet competition at home and abroad.

A PRACTICAL cropland retirement program could
help facilitate the adjustment process. Such a pro-
gram should be temporary and voluntary, provide
for competitive bids, take eropland out of production
with emphasis on whole farms, and prohibit the graz-
ing or harvesting of any crop from retired areas.

In recent vears marketing agreements and orders
have been useful tools in the orderly marketing of
agricultural commodities. The keys to their success
have been their application on a local or regional
basis and the fact that they have not been used to
fix prices or control production. These principles
should be observed in the development of future
order programs.

FARM BARGAINING

Farmers are seriously and increasingly interested
in developing greater market power through bar-
gaming.

Farmers can organize voluntarily to achieve that
goal. Farm Bureau believes the voluntary method
of organization offers greater opportunity for suc-
cess. Truly effective market power comes through
the willing cooperation of informed, conscientious,
loyal, and active members; and this type of power
far exceeds that which flows from compulsory
grouping.

THE ONLY POWER which can compel farmers
to bargain together nationally is the federal govern-
ment, and its authority must come from an act of
Congress. The Congress is and should be concerned
with justice and equity for all citizens — not farmers
alone, Since 94 percent of the voters are consumers,
not farmers. Congress and the executive branch of
our government necessarily must be more interested
in low food prices than in high farm income. Any
federal government direction or enforcement of
farmer bargaining most certainly would include rules
or devices to “protect consumers,” such as authority
to issue cease-and-desist orders any time prices
threaten to go higher than some Washington bureau-
crat thinks proper. While farmers want government
to respect and protect their right to bargain for higher
prices, they obviously do not want government as a
“partner” in their bargaining efforts.

Some farming changes
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Pre-Election Review:

FARM PLANK PLATFORM PLEDGES

REPUBLICAN
PARTY...

MAJOR FARM
PLANK PLEDGES

Actions by the Administra-
tion, in line with its apparent
cheap food policy, have held
down prices farmers received.

Covernment payments to
farmers, from taxes paid by con-
sumers, have far from offset this
lossi: =

Without adequate net income

to pay off indebtedness, the
farm owner has no choice but

RICHARD NIXON

to liquidate some of his equity or go out of business. Farm

tenants are even worse off, since they have no comparable
investment for inflation to increase in value as their indebt-
edness increases.

To promote the development of American agriculture . . .
We pledge:

e Farm policies and programs which will enable producers
to receive fair prices in relation to the prices they must pay for
other products;

» Sympathetic consideration of proposals to encourage farm-
ers, especially small producers, to develop their bargaining
position;

e Sound economic policies which will brake inflation and
reduce the high interest rates;

e A truly two-way export-import policy which protects Amer-
ican agriculture from unfair foreign competition while increasing
our overseas commodity dollar sales to the rapidly expanding
world population;

* Reorganization of the management of the Commodity Credit
Corporation’s inventory operations so that the Corporation will
no longer compete with the marketings of farmers;

e Improved programs for distribution of food and milk to
schools and low-income citizens; .

o A strengthened program to export our food and farm tech-
nology in keeping with the Republican-initiated Food for Peace
program;

, *® Assistance to farm cooperatives including rural electric and
telephone cooperatives, consistent with prudent development of
our nation’s resources and rural needs;

o Greater emphasis on research for industrial uses of agricul-
tural products, new markets, and new methods for cost-cutting
in production and marketing techniques;

¢ Revitalization of rural America through programs emphasiz-
ing vocational training, economic incentives for industrial de-
velopment, and the development of human resources;

o Improvement of credit programs to help finance the heavy
capital needs of modern farming, recognizing the service credit
problems of young farm families seeking to enter into successful
farming.

e A more direct voice for the American farmer in shaping his
own destiny.

.

FREEMAN TO
MAKE MOVE

Without waiting to see the
November election returns, Agri-
cultural Secretary Orville Free-
man has made plans to abandon
his largely thankless job.

The former Minnesota lawver
who leamned the facts about farm-
ing the hard way — after being
named Secretary by the late Pres-
ident Kennedy, has announced
plans to become president of
“EDP Technology International”
a new firm which devises new ap-
plications for computers.

The decision to move couldn’t
have been a hard one to make,
for obviously Richard Nixon will
name his own Secretary of Agri-
culture — if he’s elected. Should
Hubert Humphrey win the Pres-
idency, he quite probably would
be unable to forget that it was
Freeman who made the nominat-
ing speech for JFK at the national
Democrat convention while fellow
Minnesotan Humphrey waited (in
vain) in the wings.

Freeman begins his new work
in January — few farmers will be
sorry to see him go.

PARTY...

MAJOR FARM
PLANK PLEDGES

We shall:

e Take positive action to
raise farm income to full parity
level in order to preserve the
efficient full-time family farm.
This can be done through pres-
ent farm programs when these
programs are properly funded,
but these programs will be con-
stantly scrutinized with a view
to improvement,.

HUBERT HUMPHREY

e Actively seek out undeveloped foreign, commercial mar-
kets since international trade in agricultural production is a
major favorable factor in the Nation's balance of payments. In
expanding our trade, we shall strive to insure that farmers get
adequate compensation for their production going into export.

e Expand our Food Assistance programs to America’s poor
and our Food for Peace program to help feed the world’s hungry.

e Establish our Strategic Food and Feed Reserve Plan where-
by essential commodities, such as wheat, corn, and other feed
grains, soybeans, storable meats and other products will be
stockpiled as a safeguard against crop failures, to assist our Na-
tion and other nations in time of famine or disaster, and to insure
adequate supplies for export markets as welleas to protect our
own farm industry. This reserve should be insulated from the
market.

e Support the right of farmers to bargain collectively in the
market place on a commodity-by-commodity basis. Labor and
industry have long enjoyed this right to bargain collectively
under existing legislation. Protective legislation for bargaining
should be extended to agriculture.

e Continue to support and encourage agricultural cooperatives
by expanding and liberal credit and to protect them from puni-
tive taxation.

e Support private or public credit on reasonable terms to
young farmers to enable them to purchase farms on long-term
low interest loans.

o Support the present Federal Crop Insurance Program.

e Reaffirm our support of the Rural Electrification Program,
recognizing that rural America cannot be revitalized without
adequate low-cost electric power. We pledge continued support
of programs to assure financing to meet the growing generating
and distributing power needs of rural areas. We support the
Rural Telephone program.

 Support a thorough study of the effect of limited payments
to farmers. If necessary, we suggest graduated open-end limita-
tion of payments to extremely large corporate farms that par-
ticipate in Government programs.

e Take a positive approach to the public interest in the issue
of health and tobacco at all levels of the tobacco economy. We
recommend a cooperative effort in health and tobacco research.

A time for thankful rest
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50th ANNIVERSARY CAKE — is sliced at the St. Clair county annual meeting by Mrs. Helen Ver-
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meesch, Women’s Chairman as well-wishers look on. Members were asked to come dressed as
Farm Bureau members of a half-century ago. County Farm Bureau organizations are older than

the Michigan Farm Bureau, which will celebrate its 50th anniversary next year.

remowwned. paychologiit o appeor

A renowned psychologist who
is also a top university admin-
istrator, will bring Farm Bureau
Women a fascinating glimpse of
the sweeping changes which have
occurred in American society over
the past 30 vears.

He is Dr. Richard Cutler, Vice
President for Student Affairs and
Professor of Psychology for the
University of Michigan. He will
appear on the afternoon Farm
Bireau Women's program, in
Kellogg Center, on the campus of
Michigan State University, No-
vember 18.

One of five special-interest con-
ferences held as part of the first
day of the three-day annual meet-
ing of the Michigan Farm Bureau,
the Women will meet at the same
time Commodity groups hold
their sessions in the union build-

ing. Both programs begin with
luncheon.
Presiding at the Women's

luncheon will be Mrs. Jerold

Topliff, Chairman of the Wom-
en’s Committee of the Michigan
Farm Bureau. Group singing is
planned and an appearance by
Elton Smith, President of the
Michigan Farm Bureau.

The Bush Family Band — 12
musical members of the L. Leland
Bush family, Lenawee county
Farm Burean members, will con-
tribute a mini-concert, and fol-
lowing Mrs, Topliff's Chairman’s
Report, an award presentation
will be made.

At one time coordinator of
clinical training in psychology,
Dr. Cutler will draw on his im-
pressive background to show how
changes in our society have af-
fected the wav our children are
brought up, and how this in turn
is contributing to manv of the
problems parents (and school ad-
ministrators) are presentlv having
with some of the voung peaple.

He is expected to show how
such complex factors as the threat
of nuclear’ weapons, the dangers
of world communism, the de-
mands of underdeveloped nations,

N
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IS SAFE AND
* .+ SANE
* _ *

Vote NO

* STATE

PROPOSAL #2
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20 vears has so changed that par-
ents and yvoung people are really
less able now to deal with such
problems than they were earlier
in our history.

Finally, he will trace how these
two sets of wvolatile forces are
combining to pose a real threat
to our societv and to the survival
of the American system as we
know it.

His talk should be an excellent
prelude to the appearance of Dr,
Norman Vincent Peale, himself
an accomplished psychologist and
a person who strongly believes

NIGHT PEOPLE AT 8:00 A.M.
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F.B. Women announce
“Washington Seminar”

This year's air-adventure to Washington, D.C.—the
9th annual trip to our nation’s capital sponsored by Farm
Bureau Women, will fly under a new title of “Washington
Seminar”., _

The dates are Monday through Thursday, March 17-18-
19-20, with the “Seminar” theme stressed to underscore
the serious nature of the trip in helping farm people to
both study and take part in one of our most basic govern-
mental processes — the direct presentation of our beliefs
and problems to those who represent us in Congress,

Missing from this year's schedule will be the usual stay
at Washington’s venerable and historic Willard Hotel,
closed following the wave of violence, looting and burning
after the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King. Daily
“marches” from the Poor People’s camp on the nearby
Lincoln Monument mall to downtown buildings kept
tourists and other visitors away in huge numbers and cost
Washington businessmen millions of dollars.

Instead of visiting our seat of government, hundreds of
school busses loaded with youngsters on school-end outings
turned elsewhere instead, toward such places as Montreal
and the “Man and His World” exhibit there, rather than
take a risk of becoming embroiled in Washington rioting.

Already on shaky financial ground, the Willard — often
described as the home of presidents, (Lincoln watched his
inaugural parade from a balcony there, and almost all of
the presidents stayed at the Willard at one time or another)
—couldn’t stand the drop in revenue and reluctantly
closed its doors. -

This year, Michizan Farm Bureau Women have arranged
to house the Seminar group in the nearby modernized
Washington Hotel, adjoining the Willard and a half-block
closer to the White House.

Undaunted by last year’s disturbances, (all of which
occurred later in the year and well after the Michigan
Spring tour) Farm Bureau Women have planned another
comprehensive trip by jet plane, and again involving two
groups — Legislative Leaders and Seminar participants.

Block reservations have been made on two Northwest
Airlines non-stop jets for the trip from Detroit to Washing-
ton (one plane makes a single stop on the return trip)
and for the serving of dinner enroute each way.

The two groups will leave Monday, March 17, arriving
in Washington in the early evening. A group breakfast
has been arranged Tuesday morning, March 18, after
which the entire group will spend a full day sight-seeing
with stops at the White House, Bureau of Printing and
Engraving, the Washington Cathedral, Arlington National
Cemetery and George Washington’s home at Mt. Vernon,
in Arlington.

Wednesday, March 19, the Legislative Leaders will have
a full day of briefings and mectings with Congressmen,
while the Seminar group will examine Great Documents
and the lives of Great Americans.

Thursday, the Seminar group will be briefed on actions
of Congress and later visit the Capitol for a period of
time prior to their 4:30 p.m. departure to Detroit. Legis-
lative Leaders will attend Congressional hearings and make
calls on their Congressmen prior to their 6:00 p.m. de-
parture.

Price for the complete tour, including jet air fare, bus
and baggage transfer, hotel 3 nights in Washington, a
group breakfast and luncheon and guided sizhtseeing, is
$127. Not included are meals other than those listed and
personal expenses.

Reservations are now open, according to Miss Helen
Atwood, Women’s Director for the Michigan Farm Bureau
— who adds that early action can avoid the disappointment
of missing out on what has proved to be an exciting and
profitable trip.

The Washington Seminar is open to all Farm Bureau
members (men and women) and to Farm Bureau friends.
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Efforts by union professionals
to impose compulsory unionism
on unwilling agricultural work-
ers through a boycott of Cali-
fornia table grapes, have been
bitterly denounced by the work-
ers themselves.

Omne mass rally in opposition
to the AFL-CIO union effort
brought more than 4,000 vine-
yard workers together under
the Agricultural Workers “Free-
dom to Work Association” ban-

VINEYARD WORKER — Jose Mendozaq, tells Michigan newsmen in the Lansing Press Club, of ner. The meeting was a demon-
the AFL-CIO Grape "“Strike” hoax and of the illegal boycott the union has called against farmers. stration in opposition to the

We sell Fertilizer by the Bag to some farmers,
because they want it that way, but. . .

We also sell it by 50-TON BULK CARS to the
BIG FARMER because he wants it that way!

“For the past eight years we have been plowing
down anhydrous ammonia by using a regular
anhydrous plow down attachment on our plow.
We feel that this is the very best way to apply
nitrogen. It saves us lime because it means one
less trip over the fields, ond because the nitro-
gen hos already been opplied, we do not get
caught short by heavy rains during June when
we might not be cble to get in the fields. The
nitrogen is there when the plant needs it. We
also feel that this method of application cuts
our ammonia loss to @ minimum and that we get
a more uniform distribution-of plant food. We
have less problems with leaching. Our ammania
transfer pump not only saves ammonia in com-
parison to the old bleed off method of trans-
ferring but it also saves time becouse it is faster.”

says DEAN PRIDGEON
Montgomery, Mich.

Wotch for the FBS feed booking meet-
ings in your area . .
as $5.00 a ton on feed!

GET 50-TON BULK CAR ECONOMY

Our Plan-A-Yield program starts now! We have, ready and wait-
ing, 50-ton bulk cars of potash (0-0-60), the most economical
source of K:O. Also available for Fall or Spring plow-down are
50-ton bulk cars of diamonium phosphate (18-46-0 or 13-52-0),
triple super phosphate (0-46-0), ammonium nitrate (33%2-0-0) and
urea (45-0-0). Put phosphate and potash on according to soil
test. Let us help you figure your nitrogen needs with our Plan-
A-Yield program. Since there is no reliable soil test for nitrogen,
our Plan-A-Yield program helps get your yield goals for 1969
crops based on past cropping history, manure to be applied and
past crop yields. And, of course, you'll want the King of them
all . . . Farm Bureau Special Corn Starter Fertilizer . . . the high
phosphorus row starter. We're ready to deliver all this ond an-
hydrous ammeonia . . . see your local Form Bureau Services fer-

tilizer dealer.

. Save as much

vineyard worker calls
-~ grape “strike” a hoax

and labor-union fraud

United Farm Workers Organiz-
ing Committee of the AFL-
CIO and to the thinly disguised
tactics used by labor to force
the workers into joining,.

At the rally, the vineyard
workers picked one of their
number, Jose Mendoza, as Gen-
eral Secretary and asked that
he tour the country to tell the
general public of the wunion
harassment.

Mendoza visited Lansing and
Boyne Mountain, in Michigan to
tell this story. In Lansing, he met
with newsmen in the Lansing
Press Club. At Boyne Mountain
he appeared before the state con-
vention of the Michigan Associa-
tion of Food Dealers.

On both occasions his presenta-
tion was impressive as he explain-
ed that from the worker's view-
point, the grape “strike” is a
contrived hoax and labor-union
perpetrated fraud.

“Grape pickers are making
good money — we are not mi-
grants and we are not starving
just because we do not belong fo
the union. The 5,000 farm work-
ers in Kemn county, California,
where the AFL-CIO is tryving to
organize, are the best paid farm
workers in the state of California.
That’s why the union wants us —
they want people with enough
money to pay the high dues and
special assessments planned,”
Mendoza said.

“There is no “strike’ and all of
the stories about workers striking
because they do not have income,
job benefits, or the right to or-
ganize are false.

The disputed area has a great
concentration of permanent resi-
dent farm workers who are em-
ploved all year around, and who
always have plenty of work avail-
able. Our average minimum wage
is $1.63 per hour,” Mendoza told
the newsmen.

“If the union had any kind of
following, this thing would have
been settled long ago instead of
taking three full years and many
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars . . ." he said.

ALCONA ANNUAL

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Siebert were
selected delegates to the Michigan
Farm Bureau meeting at the an-
nual meeting of the Alcona county
Farm Bureau.

Doris Cordes, Secretary and
Roll-Call Chairman reported Al-
cona as a “Goal” county in 1968
— with a number of new mem-
bers for '69 — plus 150 renewals!

Lee LaForge for Farmers Petro-
leum and Marvin Higgison for
Insurance, reported gains in both
fields. Regional Representative
Lee Brady added further encour-
aging notes with "‘Ve ve just be-
gun to move . . .

County Equalization Director
Dennis Gehres explained local tax
assessments and state tax require-
ments.

Mary Ellen Morrison. and Jo-
anne Campbell, students from the
county attending Ca.mp Kett's
Citizenship Seminar in July, gave
excellent reports and introduced
their “sister” — exchange student
Leena Kaarkehto, of Germany.

John Sharboneau gave a hilar-
ious reading “My Pa” dressed in
the costume of a truck driver, and
Mrs. John Sharboneau, Sr., (his
mother) lovely in costume, gave
the poem “Over the Hills to the
Poor Farm”™, . . . this time, there
were many misty eyes,
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WORLD PRESIDENT VISITS

November! Oh, yes that means Annual Meeting, deer
hunting and corn picking. I hope plans for attending the
Michigan Farm Bureau annual meeting are shaping up
for you. Everyone has worked hard to have a good meet-
ing for you to come to, and I'll be looking for you on the
18th. I'm sure you can plan around the deer hunting
season and take both the annual meeting in and also be
at home for the major part of the deer season, including
the first day.

I also hope the corn harvest is complete so all you who
have corn can attend too. Please remember to keep all
protective shields in place on those machines and do stop
the machine to remove caught ears of corn. Let’s all go
into the winter with all our fingers intact!

It's a wonderful time of year, many of summer’s busy
days are memories, the fruit jars are full of good things to
eat, our freezers are bulging with the many packages of
food ready for family or friends who might drop in, and
ACW\Y in Michigan is only a memory, and T might add a
very pleasant one too. I have one memory from ACWW
I'd like to share with von, let’s call it the “4 days visit of
our ACWW World President, Mrs. Aroti Dutt.”

When we received the letter about 3 weeks prior to
ACW\V asking us to host Mrs. Dutt for a period of rest
and relaxation for 1 to 3 days after the meeting ended on
September 14, we were surprised. but very pleased. 1
told them we did not have a fancy show place and that
we were just average farmers, but friendly, and would be
very happy to entertain her. We picked her up the 15th
of September and she stayved until the 19th when we took
her to Metropolitan Airport in Detroit for her flight to
Toronto, Canada,

In those 4 days we learned to love her very much. She
is a very gracious person, and gets homesick just like any
of the rest of us. She can tease and take a joke and get a
big kick out of it too. She’s a conservative lady, and she
worries over her son and husband just as much as you or I

Mrs. Dutt left her home in Calcutta. India the first of
July, spending a month with her son who is a student in
England. She then started her tour of Eastern Canada.
then came to Michigan for the Conference, returned to
Canada to continue her tour of Western Canada. leaving
Vancouver October 13 and arriving home in India on
the 15th.

Do vou ever wonder what impression people from other
countries have of Americans? Well. this concerned Mrs.
Dutt, who said that many think that all Americans have
lots of money and a glass of alcoholic beverage in their
hands all the time. She says “this isn't so, and you people
should make the movies stop portraying vou this way.
You are a hard working people, that's why you have so
many things.” We decided that each of our countries have
“servants,” India has human servants and we Americans
have electrical and mechanical servants.

Mrs. Dutt told me that she had been given two choices
of places to stay after the Convention, one being in Detroit
and the other a farm. She told those in charge of her tour
that she represented a country women’s organization, so
she thought she had better visit a farm to see how the
rural people of the world live.

She has visited many sized farms on her various trips
to many parts of the world. She likes pictures of snow,
tractors, other machinery used on the farm, and leaves
that are changing color. She can show these things as they
are not common in India.

These are a few of the fond memories T have of Mrs.
Aroti Dutt, president of the Associated Country Women
of the World.

Mrs. Jerold (Maxine) Topliff

Award from Ingham county Farm Bureau President, Junior
Brownfield. Hugh and Pauline Oesterle were algg selected for
this honor.

"Golden Opportunities
— For a Golden Year”

American Farm Bureau
Soon at Half-Century!

Both the Michigan and Ameri-
can Farm Bureaus will be 50 years
old next vear.

However — observances of the
S0th anniversary vear for the
American Farm Bureau will of-
licially begin in Kansas City, Mis-
souri, December 8-12 where the
theme will be “Golden Opportun-
ities for a Golden Year.”

A large delegation from Mich-
i will be on hand to help
launch the celebration, with a
planeload of County Farm Bureau
membership leaders scheduled to
add almost 100 Michigan Roll-
Call workers to the nearly 7,000
farmers from 49 states and Puerto
Rico, expected to be on hand.

The Michigan delegation will
also include many traveling by
train and private car, with a total
of 150 persons expected from the
Wolverine state at this important
annual meeting of the largest gen-
eral farm organization in both the
nation and the world.

At the end of 1967, member-
ship in Farm Bureau stood at

"""" An-
other record membership vear is
expected to be reported by Ameri-
can officials at the Kansas City
sessions where key issues will in-

clude [uture direction of govern-
ment farm policy, farmer market-
ing-bargaining, and  government
monetary and fiscal policies.

General sessions of the conven-
tion will be held in the Kansas
City Municipal auditorium — site
of many national conventions of
the Future Farmers of America.
Convention headquarters will be
at the Muehlebach Hotel.

Traditional vesper services will
open the convention on Sunday
afternoon, December 8.

Remainder of the
schedule includes:

Monday, Dec. 9, morning, gen-
eral sessions; address by Feder-
ation President Charles B. Shu-
man.  Afternoon, organization
conference, American Farm Bu-
reau Women's annual meeting,
natural resources conference, in-
surance conference, and at 4:30
p.m., open meeting of the resolu-
tions committee.

Tuesday, Dec. 10, morning,
general sessions; annual report of
Federation  Secretary-Treasurer,
Roger Fleming. Afternoon, dairv,
field crops, horticulture crops,
livestock and poultry conferences.
Regional caususes of voting dele-
gates for the purpose of nominat-

program

* VOTE NO
STATE PROPOSAL 2

+* NOV.5

ing candidates for the board will
be held at 4:30 p.m. A recognition
and awards program will be held
at 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 11, will be
devoted to the business session of
the voting delegates for the con-
sidderation of policy resolutions for
1969. The annual meeting of the
American Agricultural Marketing
Association will be held at 7:30
p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 12, will include
the conclusion of the business ses-
sion of the voting delegates with
adjournment of the convention
expected to come at noon or early
afternoon.

Climax of the 50th anniversary
year celebration will come at the
1969 annual meeting of the Fed-
eration in Washington, D.C., in
December, 1969.

KANSAS CITY

Because of expected crowded
housing conditions at the Decem-
ber 9-12 annual meeting of the
American Farm Burean Federa-
tion, arrangements have been
made for all delegates from each
state to stav in quarters assigned
by the Convention Housing Bu-
rean. Reservations sent direct to
Kansas City hotels will not be
honored.

All Michigan reservations must
go through the Michigan Farm
Bureau, which is holding a block
of rooms near Convention Center.
Unused rooms in this block must
be released by November 20,

Your reservation for single,
double or twin bedded rooms must
be in the hands of the Michigan
Farm Burean soon . . . we suggest
by November 15. Send to: In-
formation Division, Michigan
Farm Bureau, Box 960, Lansing,
Michigan.

Talk with the Smart Set.

What's the Smart Set? Why, a pair of
extension phones—the sleek new
Trimline® Phone that fits in the palm of
your hand and the elegant Princess®
Phone with a dial that lights up.

Smart looks, smart stepsavers, smart
people getting with it. They’re turning up
everywhere in the most comfortable
homes and apartments around,

So talk with the Smart Set. It's the only
thing smarter than one extension.

: : Part of the Nationwide Bell S
- i

Michigan Bell
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construction gains are
impressive at new mill

RIVROOCOOOCOOOCOOOOOOONL

Rapid progress is being made on the Battle Creek Feed
Plant under construction by Farm Bureau Services. Concrete
work has been finished and now the structural steel rises into

’§| ‘B the sky.

As each floor of steel is placed, major equipment such as
coolers, scale hoppers, mixers, drag conveyors and grinders are
also placed to save much valuable time later.

Structural steel is presently to the height of the bottoms of
the large ingredient bins, with over 500 tons of steel in place.
Soon, erection of the ingredient bins will start, each measuring
eight by eight feet, by 60 feet. They are now being constructed
at off-site locations and as needed will be moved to the plant
and added as single units. Tops of the bins will be 90 feet above
the ground and elevators and distributor equipment will extend
another 55 feet. There will be a total of 100 working bins.

believer in Farm Bureau’s 4-R Dairy Program.”

4000 N. GRAND RIVER

“We Doubled our Milk Production
In less than six months”

Says: Gerald DeFouw and son, Les, who operate a 36-cow dairy herd in

the Holland area in northern Allegan county. “Since Holland Co-op arlld P
Farm Bureau Services tested our feed and forug.e ar.id we went ont:I e
new feeding program our cows have doubled their milk production. They -

i i have healthier and
have also come up a lot in body weight and we now '
growthier calves with the Farm Bureau Dairy-Heifer Program. I'm a real

FARM BUREAU R
WM by e

Roughage-Research-Rec-
inc. ords-Results, can help

you increase production,
LANSING, MICHIGAN too! Write or phone for

completeggetails

NEW TARPS
ARE TOPS!

Farm Bureau Services has
added high-quality, premium tar-
paulins to their line of farm sup-
plies—a fact of significance to
Michigan farmers now facing bad
weather in the months ahead.

New with Farm Bureau Ser-
vices, is the Unico premium tar-
paulin, manufactured by Brown
and Brown, of Mobile Alabama.
The cotton duck traps are made
of American fibers and feature
triple stitched panel seams and a
double-fold, triple thick hem on
all four sides. A 3/186 sisal rope
is sewn into the hem as a grommet
reinforcement.

The fabric itself features a
weather tight water and mildew
resistant treatment which is not
just a surface coating, but a
thorough impregnation through-
out the material.

Services officials say the tarps
offer a tremendous protection at
modest price — with materials
and workmanship guaranteed
against defects.

These Unico (United Coopera-
tives) tarpaulins are now available
to those who want the most
rugged fabrics on the American
market today — through Farm
Bureau Services dealers every-
where in Michigan.

GOOD YEAR FOR
CENTRAL CO-0P

Michigan was well represented
at the recent 22nd annual meeting
of Central Farmers Fertilizer com-
pany. Attending the meeting of
the Chicago-based farmer-cooper-
ative were Wm. Guthrie, Execu-
tive Vice President and general
manager of Farm Bureau Services;
W. R. Beattie, W. E. Callum and
John Sexson.

Representing both the Michigan
Farm Bureau and Farm Bureau
Services, was President Elton
Smith.

Central Farmers is a basic fer-
tilizer manufacturing and distri-
bution organization owned by 20
regional farm cooperatives in the
United States and Canada, includ-
ing Farm Bureau Services.

In reporting on operations for
fiscal 1967-68, Kenneth Lund-
berg, Central Farmers president,
said that farmer cooperatives had
strengthened their manufacturing
and distribution systems during
the past year, “helping to insure
a permanent place in the fertilizer
business for a farmer-owned and
controlled system.”

Lundberg stressed that despite
the current fertilizer oversupply
and depressed industry prices, the
long-range outlook is favorable for
both substantial growth in volume
and earnings.
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AGRICULTURE IN ACTION
— — PICTORIAL REPORT

FARM POLICY TIME!

ULTI-COUNTY AGENTS

EEF.

AINY FIELD
CROPS
HORT.

NVINE (FRUIT)

——— - h‘?-_, -

POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE — of the Michigan Farm
Bureau, hears Extension Director, George Mcintrye tell how in-
flation and higher pay schedules have handicapped Ag-Ex-
tension programs. Members of the Policy committee recently
toured important state offices and visited with state officials.

AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT

TUSCOLA QUEEN — is pretty Kay Davis, Mayville. She will represent her county in the state
Farm Bureau Queen contest ot the 49th annual meeting of the Michigan Farm Bureau — No-
vember 18-19-20 in East Lansing. Crowning her is David Loomis, Chairman of the Tuscola
Young Farmer Committee.

COUNTY ANNUAL MEETINGS

L f
: i

STATE AFFAIRS SUBCOMMITTEE — visits in the office of the
Michigan Department of Agriculture with Deputy Director, John

Calkins. The group examined regulatory activities including ' : = =
licensing of pesticide applicators. A majority of the Depart- CLARENCE REID — Former Michigan Farm Bu- SERVICE AWARD — goes to Dick Petty of radio

ment’s regulatory activities have to do with what may be termed reau president, reminisces with Mrs. Helen Ver- WKYO, Caro, by Tuscola Farm Bureau presi-
“consumer protection”. Included are weights and measures, milk meesch, St. Clair county president Robert Wilson dent, Leon Kienath — who praised Petty’s work
and meat sanitation and product-purity or adulteration tests. and MFB president, Elton Smith. on behalf of farmers.

L

CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT SENATE TAX COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

PESTICIDE CONTAMINATION — came in for spirited discussion with Farm Bu-  TAX REFORM — and property tax equalization — were discussed by members
reau’s Conservation subcommittee meeting with staff of the Michigan Depart- of the state Policy Development subcommittee on taxation, with Senator Harry
ment of Conservation. Pesticides and their use in agriculture, will be a major DeMaso, chairman of the powerful Senate Taxation Committee through which

Farm Bureau policy topic November 18-19-20. all tax reform bills must clear.
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BOARD OF EDUCATION CANDIDATES

TWO VACANCIES
TO BE FILLED

What's so important about the
State Board of Education? Just
about everything, from the con-
cerned citizen's viewpoint!

Consider: our Constitution
states that the Board of Education
shall have the power of “leader-
ship and general supervision over
ALL public educatlon including
adult education . . .

The Constitution decrees that
this eight-member body, repre-
sentative of the people of the
state, “shall serve as the general
planning and coordinating body
for all public education, including
higher education . . .”

In short, this board has a great
deal of very real authority over
the education of every child and
adult. Its members must be as-
tute, well qualified education-
minded people.

The board also makes recom-
mendations to the legislature on
the financial requirements of the
school system, reorganization of
schools and special education pro-
grams. i

Two vacancies are to be filled
in the November election.

Farm Bureau members do well
to study the background and
qualifications of the four candi-
dates for these two important
positions.

MARILYN JEAN KELLY

A Democrat candidate for the
State Board of Education is Mari-
lyn Jean Kelly, (30) — organizer
of the Eastern Michigan Demo-
cratic.“Academic Resources Coun-
cil” and presently a second-year
law student at Wayne State Uni-
versity. She has done graduate
work at the Sorbonne, Paris, and
formerly was Assistant Professor
in French at Eastern Michigan
and Instructor in French at both
Cleary and Albion Colleges.

She is an incumbent member of
the State Board of Education,
serving since 1965,

I\
MICHAEL DEEB

A Democrat candidate for the
State Board of Education is Mich-
ael Deeb (33) — director of the
“Citizens for Humphrey” cam-
paign in the Detroit Metropolitan
area.

He is presently employed as an
instructor at Highland Park Com-
munity College and has had ten
vears of teaching experience in
Flint, St. Clair Shores and High-
land Park.

Deeb is a member of both the
American Federation of Teachers
and the American Association of
University Professors.

JAMES TEN BRINK

A Republican candidate for the
State Board of Education is James
Ten Brink, (62) — with 40 years
of service as teacher, school Princi-
pal and Superintendent.

He is past president of both
the Michigan Rural Teachers’ As-
sociation and the Michigan Associ-
ation of Intermediate Superin-
tendents.

He holds B.A. and M.A. de-
grees from Hope College and Life
Membership in both the Michigan
and National Congress of Parents
and Teachers. He is active in the
Unity Reformed Church.

BARBARA DUMOUCHELLE

A Republican candidate for the
State Board of Education is Barb-
ara Dumouchelle, (36)— wife,
mother, teacher, of Gross Ile,
Michigan. She has taught in the
public schools of Lansing, Dear-
bom and Detroit for five years,
and has taught adult education
classes in Lansing schools.

The mother of 3 children, she
holds a permanent elementary
teaching certificate and a B.A.
from Siena Heights College, grad-
uating Magna cum laude. She
currently serves on the Governor's
state School District Reorganiza-
tion Committee.

How Our Congressmen Voted | . ce maior issues.
“Tell us how they voted in Con- A check of the record shows that a “y” — indicates a ves, or j
gress! We elect these people to that a maijority of our Congress- “yea” vote. The “n” shows a no,
represent us in Washington, we men voted with Farm Bureau in or “nay” and the letters “nv”
should know how they vote on each instance. means that he did not vote on . MARKET ECONOMY EXTEND
those issues of importance to agri- Only one Michigan Congress- that issue, CONGRESSMAN'S RIG:{: LALXI. F%
:::ufture ”and to Michigan farm- man ( Representah’lve Dingell, pc— The letter “p” shows that his NAME-DISTRICT
ing ... troit) voted consistently against .10 has been “vaired” as indi- 1 Conyers P
This plea, made by voting dele- Farm Bureau's position on all (40d — either yes or no— (ply 2 Esch R...
gates at the last annual meeting three of the critical issues, whereas . (0 or as is sometimes the 3 Brown R...
of the Michigan Farm Bureau, has Six Congressmen voted for the s just (p)— without position 4 Hutchinson  R...
been answered on several oc- Fn;-m IB‘;“’I“‘" P"}:‘t“’“ on all three. j, dicated. 2 E‘:‘rd' S:’I"’Id :
casions throt 1 ar i ncluded in this grouping were amberlain
pages of :]:)elg;;;:l\;h;ﬁ‘;;g l;:l, Congressmen Esch, Brown, Cham- It Shmll‘d also be remembered 7 Riegle R
it ; : v berlain, Harvey, Vander Jagt and that a paired yea vote balances 8 Harv R...
printing voting records on such 7 4 o9 . out a paired nay vote, and that ol
vital issues as the extension of the Cederberg. these vg‘ter. are ngt c‘oun‘te‘d amon e e
Food and Agricultural Act of Congressman McDonald voted tntesle s L“t g 10 Cederberg R...
1965 (which Farm Bureau op- With Farm Bureau on two of the e g 11 Ruppe R
posed) and the passage of the issues, but missed a perfect score Farm Bureau urged a YEA vote 12 O'Hara D
Marketing Rights Bill, (hich by not voting on one. In similar  on the Market-Rights bill. Farm 13 'Diggs D
Farm Bureau supported). fashion, Congressman Ruppe vot- Bureau urged a YEA vote on the 14 Nedzi D
Now; tha combiied voting Toc- ed with Farm Bureau on two of Economy Tax Bill. 15 F(:.ird, Wm. D
ord of Michigan Congressmen on t(he Mu‘(.‘:;' b“:‘ i :;hown paired Farm Bureau urged a NAY vote }3 g“?{?f‘.“"'l" g
these two issues, plus their vote oS e s on the Act of 1965 (Farm Pro- 18 B" ‘ f's Id R
on the conference report on the COMPLEXITIES gram) Extension. In the voting 19 Mrogm lled R NN T
Tax Economy Bill (which Farm OF CONGRESS chart, a capital letter indicates cDona
Bureau supported) is printed  Before checking the vote-record that the vote was in accord with FARM BUREAU URGED ... .. i, AR Y i = N
nearby. of your Congressman, remember Farm Bureau policy.

FARM BUREAU MARKET PLACE

SPECIAL RATE TO FARM BUREAU MEMBERS: 25 words for $2.00 each edition. Additional words, 10 cents each. Figures such as 12 or $12.50 count as
one word. NON-MEMBER advertisers: 15 cents per word one edition, two or more editions, 10 cents per word. Copy deadline: 20th of the month.

FARM PROPERTY

FOR SALE: IGU acre farm enst n'l M-65
on paved road in Alpena County. For
more information write: Leonard Timm,
Herron Road, Route #1, Herron, Michigan
49744, (11-1t-25p) 10

2 bedroom home newly re-
modeled with basement, garage, 20 acres.
Nest to state land; good bunting. Write:
Leonard Timm, Hl rron. Road, “()“ll =1,

FOR SALE:

Herron, Michigan 49744, Phone: 727-
2605. (11-1¢- 28p) lll
14 FOR SALE

OLD STYLE SLEIGH BELLS: 20 heavy
nickel plate new 1%” diameter 7' strap
$10; 30 bells $15. Colored Spreader
Straps. Alfred Jensen, Little Falls, Minne-
sota 56345, (11-tf-24h) 36

INDIANHEAD CENTS or. V-NICHELS 8
different $1.98. Free 1968-5 Cent. Edel's
Carlyle, Nlinois 62231.  (11-31-15p) 36

FARROWING STALLS — Complete
$29.95, Dealerships available. Free liter-
ature, DOLLY ENTERPRISES, 219 Main,
Colchester, Illinois 62326 (11-2t-15p) &

14 FOR SALE

“ZIPC (]I)E -DIH.E.(‘T(’R\ * — (All 35 {)ﬂn
Postoffices): $1.00 MAILMART, Carroll-
ton 72, Kentucky 410’08 (3-!{-1 1b) 14

CALF CREEP FEE IJFR% — 30 bushel
capacity  $109.50. Dealerships  available.
DOLLY ENTERPRISES, 219 Main, Col-
chester, [linois 62326. (11-2t-18p) 8

CHRISTMAS TREES: 10,000 praned u:.I

sprayed. Scotch Pine and Spruce — 4°

12'. Wholesale or Retail. Can 1

Al Kooiman, 13892 16th Aw

Michigan 49435, Phone OR 7-1032.
(Ottawa County) (11-2 "511]

PICK-UP TRUCK STOCK RACKS — All
steel  construction $119.50.  Dealerships
available. Free literature. DOLLY EN-
TERPRISES, 219, Main, Colchester, Ii-
linois 62326, (11-2¢t-19p) 8

20 LIVESTOCK

FOR SALE: 2 big vearling Shorthorn
bulls, The best we ever offered. Priced
reasonable.  Ray Peters, 3 miles southeast
of Elsic on Riley Road. Tullgahum- Elsie
B62-4852. 1-2t-28p) 20

20 LIVESTOCK

26 POULTRY

HEREFORD BULLS—pure bred herd
<ires. Ready for service. Also, registered
heifers and calves. Egypt Valley Hereford
Farm, 6611 Knapp St., Ada, Michigan.
Phone OR 6-1090. (Kent County)

(11-t£-25b) 20

BULLS FOR SALE: Young Charolais bulls
for better beef cattle that grow fast and
are gentle, Eddie Shrauger, Route #1,
Falmouth, Michigan 49632. Phone: Mer-
ritt — 328-2671 (9-3t-25p) 20

FOR SALE: 30 large Holstein heifers;
due October and November. 20 Holstein
heifers; 550 lbs. open. 20 Holstein steers;
500 lbs. Ed Tams, Route # 1, Jenison,
Michigan. Phone: MO 9-9226.
(10-2t-20b) 20

22 NURSERY STOCK

BEAUTIFY YOUR GARDEN with plants
and trees from “Michigan’s Fastest Grow-
ing Nursery”. Strawberry plants, fruit
trees, brambles, asparagus crowns. Send
for a free price list. Fruit Haven Nursery,
Kaleva, Michigan 498645,

(2-12t-30p)

KLAGER'S DEEKALB PROFIT PULLETS
— Order vour started pullets that have
heen raised on a proven growing program.
The growing hirds are inspected weekly
by trained staff, vaccinated, debeaked and
delivered by us in clean crates. If vou
keep records, vou will keep KLAGER DE-
KALBS. KLAGER HATCHERIE"} Bridge-
water, Michigan, Telephones: 313 429-
7087 and 313 428-3034,

(Washtenaw County) (9-tf-50b) 26

SHAVER STARCROSS 288 — Started pul-
lets available most ne?f month. Get wise
and try these top profit makers as wour
next flock. MacPherson Hatchery, Route
£3, lonia, Michigan. Phone 527-0860.
(6-3t-28b) 26

DAY OLD OR STARTED PULLETS—
The DeKalb profit pullet. Accepted by
the smart poultryman for high egg

duction, supenor egg qunllhr, greater f:&
efficiency. If wou records, you'll
keep DeKalbs. W’nte or prices and
catalog. KLACER HATCEERIES Bridge-
water, Mich HAzel
9.7087, Manchester GAnl §-3034
{ Washtenaw County) (tf-46b) 26

36 MISCELLANEOUS

FREE GIFT CATALOG of wonderful ar
unique ideas, Send post card to: The O]
Morse Company, Box 189A, Wall Stre
Station, New York, New York 10005
(8-1t-25p)

SELLING OUT! All MEN'S SUITS 2 for
1 SALE NOW ON AT DICK BUTLER
CLOTHING STORE IN GRAND LEDGE.
O0.FP.S. COMPLETE LIQUIDATION
SELLOUT! All Men’s suits and coats
marked to sell out quickly: Reg. $50
Men's Suits now 2 for $51. Reg. S60
Men's Suits now 2 for $61. Reg. 370
Men's Suits now 2 for $71. COMPLETE
SELLOUT OF ALL MEN’'S SUITS AND
COATS. Big selection-all sizes through 46
Regulars, Longs and Shorts. If vou don't
need two suits, bring a friend, divide the
coat and share the savings., Michigan
Bankard good at DICK BUTLER'S O.P.S.
Opposite Police Station in Grand Ledge
Michigan. Open Friday nights ‘til 9. All
other nights ‘til 6. Open Sundays 12 to 5.

(11-1t-120b) 36

WATCH FOBS advertising anything want-
ed hy collector. Will pay $2.00 each.
Larry Yartz, 444 Clinton Court, Mead-
ville, Pennsylvania 16335, .
(11-1t-19p) 36
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DISCUSSION

TOPIC

Dizrector

Research

By Charles Bailey
Education And

Mich. Farm Bureau

with them.

ALLIED INDUSTRIAL WORKERS — (AFL-CIO) picket a Milwaukee
Supermarket in support of a boycott of California table grapes
called by the union to force farmers into signing contracts
(— Industrial Worker Photo)

SEPT. SUMMARY
AIR-WATER POLLUTION

Total Reports: 685

_Where should authority for water
standards rest? State? 239 — Regional?
223 — Local? 197 — Federal? 154

Should haord pesticides be licensed,
regulated? Yes: 460 — No: 187

Should Federal Standard apply? No:
318 — Yes: 271

Should Feed.lot locations be regu-
lated? Yes: 410 — No: 143

Should we change fertilizer-handling
systems? No: 262 — Yes: 152

Does your Twp. hove serious pollu-
fion? No: 383 — Yes: 268

Are problems being corrected? No:
293 — Yes: 262

Is Farm Bureau helping on problems?
No. 308 — Yes: 195

NEXT MONTH: _
Welfare Programs

UNIONIZATION OF
FARM LABOR .:c:

This has been the summer of the “Big lie” in the
farm labor unionization battle. Most of the legal
weapons have been used, also some of doubtful
legality such as the secondary boycott of California
grapes.

Many farmers apparently feel that the California
growers must fight their own battles. If only the
California farm workers were involved, this might
be right, but much of the money for the unionizing
effort is coming from Michigan.

The United Farm Workers Organizing Committee
reported to the U.S. Department of Labor that they
collected $52.000 dues from members in 1967. At
their rate of $3.50 per month for dues, this would
indicate that somewhat less than 3,500 of the 200,000
California farm workers have joined.

During this same period, it has been reported that
the AFL-CIO contributed $10.000 monthly to the
campaign. The same report indicated that the United
Auto Workers contribute $7.500 monthly to support
the program. This adds up to close to $300,000 to
sign 3,500 members.

There are reports of other donations by churches,
the Migrant Ministry and private foundations. In
one case the Office of Economic Opportunity made
a grant of $267.000 to the organizers in October of
1965. The agency also made an indirect grant of
$246,000 to the cause through the California Center
for Community Development.

Numerous other funds reportedly have been made
available from church and private sources, but their
amounts and use are very hard to trace,

In case there are those among us who still don’t
understand what is in progress let us quote from a
union report of some months back:

“Our principal ‘enemy’ is a straw-man, an image.
This image is the commonly accepted picture of
agriculture as being made of the sturdy yeoman, the
solid, earthly American family farmer.

“The organizing task has a major task if it is to
succeed, the destruction of this false image of family-
farmerism, the identification of agribusiness for
what it is: ruthless, coldblooded big business ex-
ploitation of people and the land. . . .

“The question is raised and must be answered:
how do you destroy that false image? Is this image
as important as you say it is? . . .

“The first question is answered thusly: we destroy
this image by a systematic education campaign
aimed at the trade union movement, which has its
own press, and at the general public. . . .”

In case you still have any doubts about the aims
of the organizational program for labor and whether
it is important to us here in Michigan, it should be
noted that some 25 tomato producers were unionized
in western Ohio in about three days in early Sep-
tember of this year.

Organizers also made an appearance in Southeast-
ern Michigan about the same time; however, they
appear to have been unsuccessful, this year.

To put things in sharp focus, let us examine the
real purpose of the so-called “grape strike and
boycott.” Was there a real strike of farm workers

as reported? There has been an intensive organiza-
tional effort but it would appear that few workers
joined the organizers who were admittedly paid
workers for the United Farm Workers Organizing
Committee.

The U.S. Department of Labor certified that
“a labor dispute exists” but has not ruled on the
merits of the case so far. The fact remains there is
no true strike of vineyard workers.

Having failed to enlist large numbers of farm
workers voluntarily, the unions turned to the boycott
to force farmers to require union membership of
their workers. Churches, and other social action
groups have joined the boycott attempts to bring
pressure on producers through retailers and handlers.
This is commonly called a secondary boycott, al-
though this time people outside the union are
becoming involved.

The boycott of grapes by the unions has taken a
new twist recently as most union faces seem to have
disappeared from the picket lines to be replaced by
college kids and social minded city people. It could
be that the order of the NLRB to New York unions
to cease their questionable boycott practices has dis-
couraged open union participation. Secondary boy-
cotts by unions are forbidden by Federal law.

There are several possibilities we need to consider
if we are to win this battle against compulsory union-
ism, and it is doubtful that we as a voluntary or-
ganization could in good conscience oppose the
voluntary organization of farm labor, however dis-
tasteful it might be.

It is essential that we rebuild this friendly image
which the unions have worked so hard to tear down.
The public needs to know that we do provide good
housing, often free; that we do pay good wages for
good work; that we do provide Workmen’s Compen-
sation as required; that we are improving conditions
as rapidly as money becomes available and that we
help provide medical assistance.

Some people have said that mechanization will be
the answer to the unions, but this may be a long
way off. As a matter of fact, the partial mechaniza-
tion of the cherry harvest caused problems this year
for later harvests. Available migrant labor found it
difficult to find enouch work to tide them over the
normal cherry harvest season. Some of them became
so discouraged that they left the state before the
apple harvest started.

Another area in which we appear to be greatly
deficient appears to be that of management of avail-
able labor on our farms.

Most management specialists say that the most
important tool in the hands of the manager is good
communications with his labor force. The worker
must know exactly what is expected of him, when
and where he will be paid and what deductions will
be made.

Unfortunately, we have not always been careful
in explaining exactly how we want a particular job
done and then made sure it went off exactly as
we explained it.

Maybe we should develop written job descriptions

for major farm jobs much on the order of industrial
job descriptions. It's much easier to settle a dis-
agreement if the parties have the agreement in
writing,

The use of migrant housing has often been a
source of friction.

Maybe we should adopt the written housing agree-
ments used by some of the larger employers of
migrant labor. These employers not only explain
the terms of housing occupancy, but they also list
charges for the replacement of such items as broken
window panes, missing screens and the like.

From a legal standpoint perhaps we should move
now to get legislation changed before there is pres-
sure from the unions to make modifications un-
favorable to our industry. The prohibition of strikes
is usually ineffective, but such a prohibition during
the harvest season might give better legal standing
in courts for those who have the time and money.

At least one U.S. Senator has suggested that farm
labor be placed under the jurisdiction of the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board. We need to look at
this suggestion very closely before we accept it. In
the first place the NLRB has operated in a manner
which couldn’t be called unbiased: then too, its
procedures are long and tedious, tailored to an in-
dustrial atmosphere.

If some way could be found to divorce the NLRB
from both labor and management, the proposal
might have some merit. Then too, it would be of
limited benefit unless its procedures could be
speeded up drastically.

Another possible legal angle would be to write
into the law provisions guaranteeing the producer
the right to harvest and market, unmolested, his crop
while negotiations progressed. Under present laws
he is prevented from hiring through government
channels any other labor while the labor disagree-
ment certification is in effect — meantime his crop
rots in the fields.

In view of this year’s attempts to boycott Cali-
fornia grapes, it may be time to tichten the laws
relating to the use of boycotts of products to compel
employees to require union membership. Few of
the pickets were emplovees or former employees of
the farmers picketed, but they were working the
plans of the UFWOC and probably should have
been classed as agents of the Committee. Most were
students, militants and social actionists.

Whatever the outcome of the California organiza-
tional drive, Michigan may very well be faced with
a major effort to organize farm workers another year.

If Michigan farmers are to avoid crippling strikes,
they must be prepared to cope with attempts to
stop harvesting of perishables.

Clearly written agreements, complete and patient
explanations of work, close supervision and com-
plete, timely accounting for pay and deductions can
more effectively discourage unionization than whole
reams of anti-union propaganda.

In the meantime we must be prepared to complete
harvests with exchanged labor between farms or
other emergency means. We cannot wait, we must
plan now.

First and foremost we have to remember that
employees are people with some of the strengths
and most of the weaknesses with which people are
blessed. Patience in working with them pays big
dividends.

Does your group have sugegstions to meet or head
off the union organization effort?
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1< GET READY FOR WINTER!

REDI-GRIP WT with 4 ply polyester WIDE MARK REDI-GRIP has polyester
cord body available in .6 whitewall cord body with fiberglass belts, one
or oll black. sidewall white stripe and one sidewall

HIGH PERFORMANCE
TRACTION TIRES

TWO great tires designed for TRACTION . . . designed for
ice grips (studs) with a specially engineered ice-grip support
area in the tread. These tires are reverse molded to put
more tire in contact with the road, improving tread mileage
as well as skid resistance. The generously slotted treads
resist side-slip and full depth tread grooves provide traction
throughout the entire life of the tread. Both tires are suitable
for front end operation in applications where four ice-grip
tires are desired. As much as 75% of your car’s braking
effort is on the front wheels, so make your car super safe
with Unico ice gripper tires on all four wheels. You'll have

more control on turns, corners and hills. See your dealer now.

FARMERS
PETROLEUM

4000 N. GRAND RIVER AVENUE LANSING, MICHIGAN

* Studded tires may only be used on Mich-
igan highways from Nov. 1 until May 1.
Your dealer will install your studs.
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If You’re Insured With Farm Bureau Mutual ...

You’ve Earned Another Auto Dividend !

'But that’s nothing new at FFarm Bureau Mutual. Since Au-
gust, 1967, three auto dividends have been declared . . . the most

recent a substantial 10% of a semi-annual policy premium.

The latest auto dividends . . . nearly three-hundred thousand
dollars . . . are for Michigan residents, including young drivers,
who insure 55,000 cars and trucks with Farm Bureau Mutual
Isn’t this what you’re looking for? Real policyholder benefits
like reduced young driver rates, increased medical benefits and

dividends .

.. .FROM FARM BUREAU INSURANCE GROUP!

FARM BUREAU

INS%&&NCE————

Farm Bureau Mutual - Farm Bureau Life - Community Service, LANSING
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