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IMPRESSIVE SETTING —for policy action during the recent
annual meeting of the Michigan Farm Bureau, is shown in
this scene in the main auditorium, Michigan State University.
Nearly 500 voting delegates were joined by as many or more
interested members for each of the sessions during the three
days and two nights of the meeting. They came to hear man-
agement reports, participate in special-interest conferences,
and to either take direct part, or to observe actions during such
policy making sessions as the one pictured.
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BACKED BY BANNERS—and the convention theme “Strength

—through Group Action,” the State Policy Development Com-
mittee (seated at long table) offered voting delegates a slate of
53 proposed state resolutions, 26 national recommendations
and 17 policy statements dealing directly with “Our Farm
Bureau” of Michigan. Another 42 statements adopted by pre-
vious conventions were reaffirmed by the “House of Delegates”.
A knowledgeable, efficient group, the delegates adopted the
solid action-program reported in this issue.

YOUR COPY OF THE 1968 FARM BUREAU STATE-POLICY RESOLUTIONS
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Editorial
Positive Protest

Farm Bureau is not a protest movement.

This does not mean that Farm Bureau mem-
bers are happy with everything the way it is, or
that they are afraid to face issues. Rather, it
means that they recognize pure protest for what
it is — a negative force, and they would rather
work on positive programs.

Those who helped shape Farm Bureau in the
early years, were well aware that emotional is-
sues burn themselves out, taking with them the
organizations around which they have been
built. How right they were, can be seen in the
scattered wreckage of at least two-dozen at-
tempts in 100 years of history, to build success-
ful farm organizations upon a foundation of
criticism and protest.

Yet farmers have had plenty of cause for pro-
test, and with the years, the list of things which
farmers oppose continues to lengthen as their
numbers dwindle. Farmers protest the unbal-
anced tax load and their heavier share. Farmers
protest government policies which result in such
things as the present low price of wheat. Farm-
ers protest new farm labor regulations, rising
costs of production and falling prices.

But to be strong enough to do something
about such things most farmers realize that the
emotions of protest must be backed by the com-
mon sense of positive programs, and it is in this
area that Farm Bureau has made its greatest
gains.

Back in 1927, a Van Buren county farmer,
Martin Pierce, of Dowagiac address, wrote the
editor of the FARM NEWS to say that farmers
spend entirely too much time complaining about
things and entirely too little effort in “doing
something about them”.

He suggested that farmers were foolish to
take their crops to market and leave them there
“to be sold in the next 60 hours or so, for what-
ever they might bring . ..”

It is significant that this fall —40 years
later, a group of grape-producing Van Buren
county Farm Bureau members acted upon Mr.
Pierce’s philosophy, and refused to leave their
grapes at the processors plant without first
knowing about price.

The processors wanted the grapes, but they
valued their heretofore autocratic price-control
powers even more, and refused to name a price
for the grapes they expected the farmers to
deliver.

“No price — no grapes,” the farmers said, as
they shifted their crop to market elsewhere at
prices almost double that of previous years.

This was a protest movement — but one
backed by the punch of a positive program.

“Farmers must receive a fair price in the
market-place for the goods they produce. This
price must return a fair rate of interest on in-
vestment, cover the cost of production, and
give an equitable return for management skill
and labor. To perform effectively, agriculture
must be free from outside pressure and manipul-
ation. . . .”

These words are from the FOREWARD to
the resolutions adopted by the delegates to the
recent 48th annual meeting of the Michigan
Farm Bureau. You may read all of these policy
statements in this issue of the FARM NEWS.

Included is one calling for legislation to re-
quire fruit and vegetable processors to post
prices to be paid for fruit and vegetables a
reasonable length of time prior to the beginning
of the delivery date for the products. “The
posted prices should include the date on which
the prices are effective . . .”

That’s the positive balance to Farm Bureau's
kind of protest.

Farm Bureau members are not much for
shouting slogans and other than the American
flag, they practically never publicly wave ban-
ners. Most would rather pick 60 acres of corn
by hand than march in a public demonstration.

But they adopted these resolutions surround-
ed by annual meeting theme slogans bearing
the words “Strength — through Group Action”.

That's the kind of “complain less and do more”
type of positive protest that Farm Bureau mem-
bers like best.

M. W.

“NOW REMEMBER, WHEN | SAY
‘ON DONDER, ON BLITZEN' . . .”

A PERSONAL WORD FROM...

Farm Bureau Women

At the 25th annual meeting of the Michigan Farm Bu-
reau, back in 1944, a history-making motion brought into
official existence the work of Farm Bureau Women.

Since that time, this work has grown in importance
and effectiveness, with Farm Bureau Women now taking
part in all important areas of action.

Now, and in the future, this space will be devoted to
brief reports of this work, written by the Chairman of the
state Farm Bureau Women's Committee.

First, I would like to say “Thank You” to Maurine
Scramlin, Helen Atwood and the entire state Farm Bureau

* Women's Committee for the fine work done in planning |

and conducting a very nice annual meeting. Each one
did her part well and things moved along smoothly.

- Most of the time when this happens, we sit back and
enjoy ourselves without much thought to the planning
and decision-making that went into a program which
keeps on time, gives us a worth-while message and enter-
~ Right now, officers of county Farm Bureau Women's
 Committees are asked to take part in a series of “Area

_ Institutes” designed to spell out their job and to provide

- “know how” in getting our work done. May I encourage
all county officers to attend the Institute in your area?
~ Now, may I ask your help? One of my first tasks as
your new state chairman will be to get opinions concern-
ing our work and how the Women’s Committee can be-
come even more effective.

A study committee has been appointed to find new
ways to improve our work and programs and we need
your help in making the best better.

Have you an idea? May I hear from you?

Mrs. Jerold (Maxine) Topliff

-
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President’s Column

Our Marketing Job

(Editor's Note: A major segment of
President Smith’s annual address to the
delegate body of the 48th annual meet-
ing dealt with the subject of farm
marketing. Due to the broad general
interest in this area, his column this
month is an excerpt from the address.)

The biggest need of farmers is bargaining
power — something being recognized by more
and more people every day. It is also becoming
apparent that the success of our bargaining
efforts for ourselves will decide who is going
to control agriculture in the future. Because
if we can’t do it, someone else is going to try
to do it for us.

If we as farmers are going to continue to con-
trol farming we, as individuals, must first be
the best producers in the game and then we
have to make sure we get paid enough for it.
As I see it, the question of our getting paid
enough for our produce depends on two things:
whether we can keep from over-producing,
which demoralizes any market, and whether
we can organize effective bargaining groups.
And when I say effective bargaining, I mean
first to earn a good price, then go hunt for it,
ficht for it, and somehow get it.

Almost everyone who handles the farmer’s
product makes as much or more out of it than
the farmer. For too long, farmers have taken
their produce to the market, to be left there
for whatever it might bring. These day are gone
forever!

Farmers are moving into the market now to
meet directly with processors and distributors.
We are facing up — we are tuning up — we are
tooling up our market machinery for effective
bargaining. Of course, we have to be careful
not to go so far that we limit our production by
turning buyers of our products to substitute
products, or tempt buyers to raise their own
stuff, but a good price is a must. I believe we
can do these things if the law will let us.

Today farmers live in a business world and
in a political world. In the business world, no
one gives you a fair price just because you de-
serve it. We must have economic power to
gain the increase we desire. Likewise, in poli-
tics, no one gives you a favorable law just
because you deserve it. We must have political
power to enact the laws we want.

We like to talk about the advertising and
promotion we are doing. Promotion itself isn’t
necessarily the answer either. Promotion of
individual commodities is worthless if the house-
wife doesn’t want the product. But find and
develop the right product, then the advertising
will pay off.

If we don’t get the job done, somebody else
will try to do it for us. We've noticed lately the
interest in marketing by politicians interested
in getting elected in 1968.

Right now, farmers need two things: Right-
to-market legislation, to protect our farmer bar-
gaining groups, and the same strong collective
bargaining rights that organized labor has.
Unions have such protection — why should not
we as farmers have these rights — should we
want to use them.

Can we, as farmers, keep our own businesses?
I think we can. We haven't seen anything yet
to convince us that a good farmer, with access
to enough capital, can’t produce as cheap or
cheaper than a big outfit with a hired manager
and crew. Besides, he will scheme harder, work
harder, sacrifice more for his own business,
than any salaried manager ever will.

The very real gains made by farmer bargain-
ing groups are another cause for confidence in
the future of agriculture as we know it. The
big questions are whether government will allow
farmers bargaining groups the chance to grow
stronger and whether we, as farmers, have the
gumption to build them stronger.

I say that we had better find the necessary
gumption, or one of these mornings we’ll wake
up to find ourselves just “workers” on our farms
with somebody else running the place.

Elton Smith
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NEW DIRECTORS — elected at the 48th annual meeting of the
Michigan Farm Bureau, were (left to right): Andrew Jackson,
Howell, District 3; Harry Nye, St. Joseph, District 1; Mrs. Jerold
Topliff, Eaton Rapids, F.B. Women; Michael Satchell, Caro, F.B.
Young Farmers, and James Thar, Decatur, director-at-large.

good crowds at
annual meeting

With the 48th annual meeting of the Michigan Farm Bureau
completed November 7-8-9, the state’s largest farm organization
moves one step closer toward its golden anniversary meeting,

two years from now — in 1969.

Although an all-around com-
plicated fall harvest season hin-
dered farm work, substantial
crowds attended the sessions on
the campus of Michigan State
University, East Lansing.

Some reports showed as much
as 85 per cent of the corn still in
the fields during the convention,
with almost 35 per cent of the
soybeans also unharvested. But
most delegate seats were filled and
a crowd of more than 1,000 per-
sons was present at all general
sessions.

A record crowd of 600 Farm
Bureau Women took part in their
special-interest program, during
which Mrs. Jerold Topliff, (Max-
ine) of Eaton Rapids, Ingham
county, was nominated state com-
mittee Chairman. Mrs. Clare
Carpenter (Florence), Cass City,
Tuscola county, was nominated
Vice Chairman.

The House of Delegates, nearly
500 strong, adopted a comprehen-
sive slate of policy resolutions to
guide the Michigan Farm Bureau
in the 1968 year, and reaffirmed
another list of previous policy
actions to underscore their impor-
tance as unfinished business.

Five new directors were elected
to terms on the board of directors
of the Michigan Farm Bureau,
with lively contests in several
areas to heighten interest.

Among those named were:
Andrew Jackson, (48) Howell,
Livingston county, named director
from District 3, replacing Frank
Smith, Jr., Carleton, who along
with Francis Finch, incumbent
director from District 1, did not
seek re-election.

Replacing Finch was Harry
Nye, (55) prominent Berrien
county farmer of rural St. Joseph.

Elected to an “at-large” position
on the board was James Thar, (58)
Decatur, Vin Buren county. He
replaced Robert Zeeb, Bath.

Nominated as Chairman of the
State Young Farmer committee
was Michael Satchell, (24) Caro,
Tuscola county. Later, the nomin-

ations of Satchell and Mrs. Top-
liff representing Farm Bureau
Women, were placed before the
delegate body which elected them
to terms on the Michigan Farm
Bureau board.

In other action, several Young
Farmer contest winners were an-
nounced to receive rall-expense
trips to Chicago and the annual
meeting of the American Farm
Bureau, December 10-14. They
include talent winner Mrs. Jean-
ette Mehney, St. Johns; “Discus-
sion Meet” winner Marshall For-
bush, Byron, and the new Farm
Bureau “Queen” — 17 year old
Kay Eschelbach, Grass Lake.

In Commodity Day sessions No-
vember 7, delegates and guests
heard Dr. Kenneth Hood, general
manager of the American Agricul-
tural Marketing Association say
that Farm Bureau is moving in
the direction of less dependence
upon government programs and
more emphasis on individual re-
sponsibility and “group action” —
the theme of the annual meeting,

Hood predicted that in another
ten years, half of all farm produc-
tion would be “geared to market-

to 20 years more, the total would
rise until “more than three-fourths
of all production and marketing
is arranged by contract”.

Hood said that two featured
marketing projects of the AAMA
group which he manages, dealt
with processing apples and toma-
toes and “resulted in substantial
gains in net returmns to grower-
members while providing guide-
lines for other producers.”

“Last year, for example, we
were successful in negotiating a
price increase of $4.00-plus, per
ton, for processing tomatoes. A
year ago we got a price boost that
ranged from $3.50 to $5.00.”

Hood referred to similar work
with processing apples, and paid
tribute to MACMA, the market-
ing affiliate of the Michigan Farm
Bureau, for “leading the way” in
many of the marketing-bargaining
sessions that have resulted in sub-
stantial price improvements for
member-growers.

“Recent activities include new
marketing programs for grapes,
cherries and other processing
crops of the northeast and middle-
west. Potato growers in the
Pacific northwest are now organ-
izing a new bargaining associa-

tion,” Hood said.

Almost 1100 persons enjoyed
the annual banquet program held
in the Lansing Civic Center, No-
vember 7. They heard world-
famed lecturer, Dr. Kenneth Mec-
Farland discuss personal responsi-
bility in terms of the Detroit riots
and juvenile delinquency. He
said that a new fallacious “social
concept” teaches that although
one mav be “against crime, one
must still be for criminals”. Me-
Farland said that victims of crim-
inals are all too often ignored in
the process.

“Instead of feeling so sorry for
the robber, what about showing
some compassion now for the
persons robbed?” he asked.

Speaking on the morning pro-
gram, November 8, Roger Flem-
ing, Secretary-Treasurer of the
American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, and director of the Washing-
ton office, said that inflation
brought about by reckless gov-
ernment spending is a principal
contributor to the farm cost-price
squeeze.

He struck out at “cheap food”
policies (see speech summary,
page 5) and said that anything
which lowers farm prices is not
in the long-run interests of con-
sumers,

DEAN PRIDGEON
M.F.B. VICE PRESIDENT

ELTON R. SMITH
M.F.B. PRESIDENT

Smith Re-elected President
As State Board Reorganizes

Elton R. Smith — Kent county dairyman, has been re-elected
to his fourth one-year term as President of the Michigan Farm
Bureau. Smith, who also serves on the board of the American
Farm Bureau Federation, was elected at the annual “re-organi-
zation” meeting of the board, which traditionally follows by
one week, the state-wide Farm Bureau convention.

Also re-named Vice President was Dean Pridgeon, Mont-
gomery. David Morris, Grand Ledge, was re-elected to the
Executive Committee. Dan E. Reed was reappointed Secretary-
Manager of the Michigan Farm Bureau, William Wilkinson,
Assistant Secretary and William Beattie, Treasurer. All are
from Lansing.

Four directors were selected as voting delegates to the an-
nual meeting of the American Farm Bureau Federation in Chi-
cago, December 10-14. They are: Eugene Roberts, David
Morris, Dean Pridgeon and Elton Smith. Smith will also serve
on the Resolutions Committee of the American Farm Bureau,
prior to the convention.

o
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FARM BUREAU QUEEN — Kay Eschelbach, 17 year old daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Eschelbach, Jackson County, was selec-
ted from a field of 19 contestants. She will represent the Mich-

igan Farm Bureau at several functions during her reign, includ-
ing the American Farm Bureau annual meeting in December.

“KOFFEE KLATCHETERIA” — featuring coffee, milk and doughnuts, courtesy of the Farm Bureau Insurance Group — attracted
crowds during annual meeting break times. Delegates and guests consumed almost 100 gallons of coffee and over 4,000 dough-
nuts during the three-day meeting. A colorful "History of Insurance” display added further interest to the coffee area.
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Reed Reports on.
‘Membership Muscle”

“Membership must always come first — without membership,
an organization is without muscle . . .” That was the theme of
the annual report of Michigan Farm Bun au Secretary-Manager,
Dan E. Reed, before the delegate body at the recent Michigan
Farm Bureau annual meeting.

“With 52,143 Farm Bureau families at the end of the fiscal
year — August 31, 1967 — members have set a goal for 1968 of
53,836. This figure was not pulled out of a hat, but is based
on the considered judgment of County Farm Bureau leaders
throughout the State, with each County making an estimate
and the goal figure resulting from the averaged estimate.

“Each Farm Bureau member is important to the strencth
and financial soundness of the organization. Your dues dollar
goes farther when it is supplemented by the dues dollars of
more Farm Bureau members,” Reed pointed out.

In reporting progress on the expanded program approved by
delegates in the special session in 1965, the following were
main points:

Development of staff and equipment to improve the public’s
understanding of farmers and farm problems. This includes
television and increased emphasis on radio and news reports.

Additional field staff to permit regions of fewer counties and
greater service to County Farm Bureau officers, committees
and members.

Expansion of farm market development, pinpointing the
initiation of the Wheat Marketing Program this year and the
programming of a Cherry Marketing Division in MACMA.

Strengthening of legislative activities.

Broadened interest and activity in developing young farmer
participation and implementation of the recommendations of
the Community Farm Bureau Statewide Study Committee. 64
County Farm Bureaus now have Young Farmer Committees.
District meetings have been held for State Committee members
and County Committee Chairmen, with attendance almost
100% of those expected to be present. As a result of the work
of the Young Farmers Committee, the MFB Board authorized
two additional Young Farmer representatives to sit on the State
Policy Development Committee.

Both the new farm personal property tax exemption, which
will become effective with the December 1, 1967 assessment,
and agricultural coverage under the Workmen’s Compensation
Act, have required much technical work in interpreting the
regulations and securing needed changes in administration.

Highlighting other legislative issues included the grape pay-
ment legislation, highway tax package to ward off another
threat of higher property tax burdens; the tax reform package,
and the Double Daylight Saving Time issue.

“Michigan farm people now include not more than 4-59
of the total population of our State, and a reapportioned, re-
districted Legislature has sharply reduced the number of Legis-
lators with farm or rural background. In seeking legislative
objectives, we must secure the support of many Legislators who
have few, if any, farm constituents,” Reed said.

Commenting on the attack earlier this fall by Congressman
Joe Resnick of New York, Reed said that “Mr. Resnick’s re-
pudiation, by a vote of 27-1, by his own Committee tended
to dull the edge of his attack, but did not prevent his recruiting
columnist Drew Pearson to the fight. Mr. Pearson however,
dropped out rapidly after Congressman Resnick broadened his
attack to include cooperatives in general.”

The Resnick attack has given Farm Bureau an opportunity
in many quarters to answer questions regarding its structure.
“Each of us should know and understand that Congressman
Resnick’s attack on Farm Bureau was based on far less than
half truths. The Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company, for
instance, has no more tax advantage than Mutual of Omaha,
or the Massachusetts Mutual, or any other mutual insurance
operation. And the affiliates of Farm Bureau are in no sense
tax dodgers, as Resnick charged.”

“Farm Bureau ended the 1966-87 fiscal year in the black,
but constant cost increases, and the guaranteed annual inflation
effected in the recent three-year contracts with the big auto
companies, are hitting us squarely in the pocketbook,” Reed
said. He pointed to the two biggest competitors in the employ-
ment field in Lansing— the State of Michigan and General
Motors.

Speaking of new services to members, Reed pointed out that
“the reasons for joining Farm Bureau are increasing. The ex-
cuses for not becoming a Farm Bureau member are even less
valid.” He reported several new services, for members only,
which included the $50 Guaranteed Appearance Bond, carried
on the 1968 membership card, at no extra cost to Farm Bureau
members, and the new accidental death and dismemberment
insurance program provided by most County Farm Bureaus,
which includes not only tractor accident or a specific type of
accident, but includes the full range of accidental death or
dismemberment.

“We can make a strong approach to each of our non-member
neighbers, with full recognition that Farm Bureau membership
does not cost . . . it pays,” Reed concluded.

1967

Treatment of 2000 acres in Ber-
rien County for Japanese beetle?

No, this wasn’t really the issue
when a newly-formed New York
corporation, the Environmental
Defense Fund, Inc., came to
Michigan with its attorneys, re-
porters for the New York Times
and a battery of scientists.

The real issue was whether the
court would substitute its judg-
ment for that of the Legislature
and of a properly authorized ex-
ecutive agency.

With such a precedent courts
all over the land might go about
regulating the use of pesticides
and other agricultural chemicals.

The Federal District Court in
Grand Rapids disclaimed jurisdic-
tion in the case and suggested that
the proper court might be the
new Michigan Court of Appeals,
sitting in Grand Rapids.

This court heard two days of
testimony and ruled that the
Michigan Department of Agricul-
ture had not abused the discretion
placed in it by the Legislature.

However, the EDF immediately
dpplied to the Michigan Supreme
Court, and the Department of
Agriculture’s attorneys recom-

mended that the Department not
apply the treatment while further
litigation was pending.

The treatment had been sched-
uled to start November 1, and
this is when the court test hegan.
By the time the Court of Appeals
had dissolved the restraining or-
der, it was November 13 and
already too late for best resulls,

What about next spring? Spring
treatment is not as effective as
fall application.

While Japanese beetles move
about a half mile per year under
their own power, they are noted
hitchhikers on trains, automobiles
and trucks.

No objection was raised by
those who own the property on
which the treatment was to be
made, nor was any complaint
registered from the Berrien Coun-
ty area. The objections were
raised by the New York-based
group — EDF, Inc. — and by the
Michigan Department of Conser-
vation,

No evidence was presented
that indicated what the damage
would be if the application were
made, Witnesses indicated only
that the use of Dieldrin in this

MICHIGAN FARM NEWS

Japanese Beetle Issue!

situation might have adverse ef-
fects.

Dr. Gordon Guyer, Director of
the Pesticide Research Depart-
ment at Michigan State Univer-
sity, testified that his Department
had passed on the scientific
soundness of the plan of treat-
ment. Milton Schechter, chemist
with the USDA, testified that
nothing is as effective in controll-
ing Japanese beetles as Dieldrin,

In keeping with action of the
delegates at the just-completed
Michigan Farm Bureau Conven-
tion, a statement of support for
the Department’s plan of treat-
ment was introduced in testimony.

As the only farm organization
testifying, Farm Bureau pointed
out that among the worst offend-
ers in the over-dosing of chemicals
are homeowners, whose Troses,
shrubs and lawns would be sub-
ject to beetle attack.

“As a threat to the food supply
and to the income of the farm
family, the beetle infestation
would be treated with much heav-
ier applications of poisons than
might be expected in a carefully
controlled area treatment as plan-
ned by the Department of Agri-
culture,” they said.

May the spirit of Christmas
prevail throughout the coming
year and bring happiness and
peace to the World.

W\ |ﬁ P

\ FARMERS
PETROLEUM

4000 N. Grand River Ave., Lansing, Mich.
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Golden Anniversary...

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wightman (he is immediate past
President of the Michigan Farm Bureau) will celebrate
their Golden Wedding anniversary Sunday, December 31.

Family and friends plan an Open House for “Walt” and
Alice, from the hours of 2:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Wightman
home . . . with all Farm Bureau friends invited. Located
near Fennville in Allegan county, the Wightman farm is
5 miles west of Fennville, on M-89, or a half-mile east of
Fennville off the 1-96 freeway; turn at the Fennville exit,
one-half mile east on highway 89,

ﬂ\

another way versatile low-cost
concrete increases farm profits

Concrete-paved lots help increase dairy profits.

Sanitation and concrete go together. A paved
lot reduces mastitis and foot rot. And because
cattle stay cleaner, less time is needed to prepare
animals for milking.

Ready-mixed concrete can serve your farm
construction needs easily and economically. Con-
tact your local ready-mixed concrete producer
the next time you plan a farm construction job.

FRSNARTIONY PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION !
' 900 Stoddard Bldg,. Lansing, Michigon 48933
An organization to improve and extend the uses ol concrete

Please send free booklet on concrete-paved lots.
Also send material on other subjects I've listed:

NAME

|
I
|
|
|
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—Staff Changes—

WILLIAM BYRUM, (24) —a
former “American Farmer” and
top officer in the Michigan Fu-
ture Farmers of America, has been
named Marketing Specialist —
livestock, within the Market De-
velopment Division of the Mich-
igan Farm Bureau, according to
Noel Stuckman, Division Mgr.

Byrum will specialize in all
areas of livestock marketing and
research, with immediate empha-
sis expected to be placed on a
quality swine program. Holding
a degree from Michigan State
University, Byrum has won many

ROBERT NIXON, (28)—
formerly Regional Representative
in the Saginaw Valley area, has
been promoted to the position of
Associate Director of the Com-
munity Programs department of
the Michigan Farm Bureau, ac-
cording to Larry Ewing, Division
Manager.

A former teacher of Vocational
Agriculture in Chesaning, Nixon
holds a degree in Agricultural
Education from Michigan State
University. Although he will work
in all phases of community pro-
grams, he will give prime atten-
tion to strengthening the Com-

LARRY DeVUYST, (28)—
President of the Gratiot county
Farm Bureau, has been named
Regional Representative in the
Saginaw Valley, replacing Robert
Nixon, who has accepted an ap-
pointment with the Family Pro-
grams department.

According to Charles Burkett,
Director of Field Operations, De-
Vuyst begins his new work in
earlv December. He has been
District 8 representative on the
state Young Farmer committee,
and active in Gratiot county
Young Farmer work. He will
serve the counties of Arenac, Bay,

national honors in livestock and munity Group structure, and Cratiot, Gladwin, Midland and
meat judging. training Group Committees. Saginaw.
\,

TO ME,
IT’S PLAIN.....

el

—an investment in

FARM BUREAU

iS an investment in
my farming future!

The future of farming is bright
— as long as farmers maintain

a strong, effective agriculture by
working together for their com-

mon good.

FARM BUREAU

STRENGTH -thru GROUP ACTION

A strong farm organization helps protect your
farming investment. FARM BUREAU works for
farmers in the legislature — in marketing — in
important economic services aimed at raising
farm incomes. FARM BUREAU is an investment
which pays big dividends!
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NVATIONAL \SSUES OF LOCAL CONCERN

Michigan Farmers Help
Shape National Policy

Michigan delegates to the annual Farm Bureau meeting,
considered many national and international issues of local con-
cern. Decisions made there have been forwarded as recom-
mendations from Michigan farmers to the American Farm
Bureau Federation Policy Development committee.

This committee is composed of state presidents, and Elton
Smith will represent Michigan at committee sessions. Later,
our state’s four official voting delegates will be part of the
delegate-body during the national convention (December 10-14
in Chicago) and will give final consideration to these policy
matters.

Michigan’s recommendations include support of congressional
action to permit farmers to operate “with a minimum of gov-
ernment control and interference”. They call for support for
the Wheat and Feed Grains Act to be considered by congress
as a new approach to farm programs.

Among other things, the Act would stop the inflow of grain
into government storage; provide government-insured recourse
loans; protect markets against price-depressing governmental
sales—and allow grain prices to reflect full market values
while allowing farmers to gain higher net incomes.

Michigan delegates feel that such legislation would do much
to help prevent a “cheap food” farm policy. They also recom-
mended that a limitation be placed on government payments
to not exceed $10,000 per farm. Presently, there is no limitation,
and some payments to individual farms run over the million-
dollar mark.

Concern was also expressed at the fact that world food
production is not keeping pace with the population increases
and that a major plank in foreign policy should be “Food for
the Free World’s Hungry.” Such foods should be purchased in
the marketplace and provided as America’s contribution to the
prevention of starvation.

Sanitary standards for imports were recommended in order
to protect the health and welfare of the American consumer
and, at the same time, prevent unfair competition with Ameri-
can farmers.

Several national marketing recommendations were made, in-
cluding continued strong support for federal anti-discrimination
legislation, which has already passed the Senate and is ready
to be voted on in the House. An outline was recommended
for federal marketing orders, recognizing that different crops
require different programs and that marketing orders may be
helpful in some cases and not in others. However, the final
decisions must be made by those farmers producing the
commodity.

Recommendations on farm labor relative to federal legislation
include urging that the Fair Labor Standards Act be amended
in order to establish piecework rates in lieu of the minimum
wage, similar to those in operation in Michigan. The delegates
also pointed to the unfair competition from other states that
Michigan producers face, due to the fact that the State Mini-
mum Wage is higher than the Federal Minimum Wage requir-
ed in competing states, and also the fact that the Federal
Minimum Wage exempts most farmers, whereas the Michigan
law has only minimal exemptions.

Mandatory State Unemployment Compensation was opposed
for the same reason. Under a state law, farmers would be
placed in an unfair position with other states,

The delegates also pointed to the fact that if agriculture loses
its exemption under the National Labor Relations Act, which
would then permit strikes against farmers, that this would be
unrealistic. “Farmers are the most vulnerable employers in
the world” said the delegates. A strike of only a few days
could mean the loss of an entire year’s income, plus the invest-
ment required to produce the crop. “Such losses would lead
to bankruptcy for many.”

Other national recommendations included a lengthy resolu-
tion on federal tax policies, saying in part that such policies
must be designed to encourage private initiative, help stabilize
the dollar, promote employment and economic growth and
equitably distribute the tax burden. Credit on federal taxes for
state taxes paid was strongly supported, as was tax credit for
college students.

The delegates said that the Federal Highway Trust Fund,
which is made up of user revenues from gasoline, oil, tires, etc.,
should contribute a greater share of the cost of county and local
roads, which are “essential if rural America is to be developed
to its fullest potential.” i

Some of the other national resolutions included recom-
mendations on: moisture content of wheat; hundredweight for
grain; selective service; firearms; Public and School Prayer;
Railroad Car Reflectors; United States Supreme Court; federal
aid projects; Rural Electric cooperatives; social security, and
Economy in Government.

FLEMING HITS...

“cheap food policy”

An increase in taxes without a corresponding reduction in
expenditures would do little or nothing to reduce inflationary
pressures, according to Roger Fleming, Secretary-treasurer of
the American Farm Bureau Federation.

Fleming, who also is director of
the Washington office of the
American Farm Bureau, spoke be-
fore delegates and guests attend-
ing the recent annual meeting of
the Michigan Farm Bureau in
East Lansing.

He warned that while Congress
now appears to have given the
Administration a firm “NO” on its
tax hike request, the Executive
Branch has not yet forsaken its
“guns and butter” policy.

Saying that inflation brought
about by reckless government
spending is the principal contribu-
tor to the cost-price squeeze on
farmers, Fleming pointed to a
resolution of the American Farm
Bureau Board of Directors which
opposed any tax increase not
matched by a prior and equiva-
lent reduction in government ex-
penditures.

“We are happy to see,” Flem-
ing said, “that Farm Bureau’s
point of view on this vital subject
was greeted by a strengthening
Congressional insistence that gov-
emment expenditures be cut ap-
preciably as a condition to a tax
increase.

“We really are seeing the first
instance in recent history in which
the Congress, responding to a
growing protest from the voters,

is trying to stem extravagant gov-
ernment spending.

“Congress has been too long
reaching this point, but now that
it has, it is incumbent upon all of
us to make known our support of
responsible fiscal policy.”

Another grave problem facing
farmers, Fleming said, is the Ad-
ministration’s obvious determina-
tion to pursue a “cheap food pol-
icy” at a time when farmers’ costs
are at an all-time high.

He added: “I think we can
understand the political motiva-
tions for a cheap food policy. We,
too, can count. The Administra-
tion obviously has decided that
since there are more consumers
of food than there are producers,
it is politically smart to take ac-
tions that appear to favor con-
sumers. But is it smart?

“Anything that depresses farm
prices eventually will penalize
consumers because the incentive
for farmers to produce will be
severely reduced.

“A cheap food policy is not in
the interests of either consumers
or producers.”

Farmers, he continued, are lead-
ing their own battle for strength-
ening their market power.

In that connection, he said, the

marketing rights bill — H. R. 13
541 — is the most important piece
of legislation before the Congress
in terms of helping farmers —
rather than government — take
the lead in solving pressing farm
income problems,

“Farm Bureau historically has
stood for the voluntary approach
to the solution of problems, It
still stands for that approach, un-
like some who would use the
strong arm of government not
only to force producers to join
marketing groups, but also to force
handlers to bargain. Farm Bureau
historically has. opposed anything
that smacks of compulsion.”

The extent to which Farm Bu-
reau is committed to the voluntary
approach, he said, is best illustra-
ted by the triple referendum con-
ducted throughout the organiza-
tion each year.

“This triple referendum is the
stern test which has made Farm
Bureau by far the largest farm
organization in the country at a
time when the total number of
farmers is declining,” he added.

He outlined the triple referen-
dum as follows:

1. Participation of members in
developing the policies of
the organization.

2. The choosing by members
of their organization lead-
ers — community, county,
state, and national.

3. The voluntary payment of
membership dues.

The Trimline® extension phone. Scandalously
easy to use. You don't stretch to call. The
dial comes to you. Tiny disconnect button
lets you re-dial without hanging up. Six zingy
colors. A wild idea for an extension phone.

Part of the Nationwide Bell System
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1968 State Policy Resolutions

Strength...
sonsessns |y j gy
Purpose

~-INTRODUCTION-

“Strength — through Group Action” was a fitting
theme for the recent annual meeting of the Mich-
igan Farm Bureau, November 7-8-9. Through the
group action of nearly 500 voting delegates from
all parts of Michigan, a strong program of future
action was written to guide the state’s largest
farm organization in the coming year. Included
were important national and international rec-
ommendations (reported elsewhere) and which
will be supported by Michigan delegates to the
American Form Bureau Federation annual meet-
ing in Chicago December 10-14,

FOREWORD

Farm Bureau membership is voluntary. Tt provides a
tool with which farmers, banded together, can achieve
goals for agriculture which the individual farmer can-
not reach by himself. It is a privilege to belong to an
organization that is interested in the good of all of agri-
culture and also in the good of our republic. However,
with every privilege comes responsibility. Thus the
privilege of membership in Farm Bureau will bring
about that which we seek—"Strength Through Group
Action.” Every member has an opportunity to have his
voice heard and his ideas considered in the develop-
ment of the policies of this organization, He also has
the responsibility of helping to execute the policies.

In some ways, the tremendous ess that agricul-
ture has made has led to many of the problems facing
our industry. Farm people must take the leadership in
solving these problems as only those in the business of
farming have a clear understanding of them. At the
same time, we must be ready to meet the challenges of
continuing advances in technology and constantly chang-
ing needs,

Today each commercial farmer is feeding himself
and 40 others. Because of this great technological de-
velopment and efficiency, food is the cheapest and most
plentiful in the United States of any place in the world.
The average family spends about 17.6% of its income
for food. Perhaps even more important is the fact that
94% of the population is released to produce the goods
and services which bring about the highest standard of
living for Americans of any nation in the world.

Farming is a family oriented business. These are
highly trained and skilled people. Their image must be
upgraded in the eyes of consumers. Farmers must be
recognized for the important role they assume in I:;n-
ducing the abundance of wholesome food and the fibers
to meet the needs of our people and those of the world.
At the same time, farmers must receive a fair price in
the market place for the goods they produce. This price
must return a fair rate of interest on investment, cover
the cost of production, and give an equitable return for
management skill and labor. To perform eEer:tivelér. ag-
riculture must be free from outside pressure and ma-
nipulation.

There were 1,070 resolutions considered by County
Farm Bureaus. Your State Policy Development Com-
mittee considered each of these and, with the help of
more than 50 resource people, widened their horizons
as to the needs of agriculture. Through the study and
thinking of the men and women who are producing the
food and fiber in Michigan, new directions have been
taken as these resolutions have been written for con-
sideration by the delegates who represent the 52,142
Michigan Farm Bureau families.

We appreciate the heritage which is ours, especially
as we reflect upon the accomplishments and progress
made by former members. As horizons widen, needs
and concerns increase and new directions must be
sought to meet these challenges. The policies as adopt-
ed at this 48th annual meeting will be the guiding in-
fluence for our organization for the coming year. Our
thinking will be reflected in the State Legislature and
the lm.ﬁs of Congress as our Legislators and Congress-
men study them to see how the “grass roots” farmer

The responsibility is great for each of us, and
we must meet the challenge in such a way that a&:}-
culture will take giant steps forward, not only in this
century, but far into the future.

Freedom, now and always, remains basic to the suc-
cess of agriculture. As wey:mrch for positive solutions
to the problems of our farm business, we must keep
these principles of freedom before us.

Stewardship of the land is the grave responsibility of
agriculture, B the farmer’s good management de-
‘pends the ability of future generations to continue to
uce the abundance with which America is blessed.

ay God give us the strength and guidance to fulfill
these responsibilities of stewardship—to fulfill our trust.

Mrs. Andrew Jackson, Chairman
MFB Policy Development Committee
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“"POWER — undirected by high purpose spells
calamity; and high purpose by itself is utterly
useless if the power to put it into effect is lack-
ing . ..” — Theodore Roosevelt

FARM BUREAU — a powerful 52,000 Michigan
family member organization (1,700,000 Farm
Bureau families in 49 states and Puerto Rico) —
providing strength through GROUP ACTION.

FARM BUREAU — no larger than your Com-
munity Group, but large enough to be actively
concerned with state, national and world offairs,
and strong enough to do something about them.

BE A PART OF FARM BUREAU...

— THE ACT/ON ORGANIZATION

PART | — POLICIES ON STATE AFFAIRS

EES‘ control.
12. Exemption from Federal Uniforin Time Act.
APPRECIATION 13. Definition of anhydrous ammonia tanks as “Im-

ements of Husba 5
The 74th Legiclature has not yet reached the Ball- 14, BGoay poories boacrY: ackage
way mark of its two-year session. tion introduced 15. Reduction of Mackinac Bﬁdge tolls.
in the 1967 portion of the session is still alive and can W d s Con 3 & latire
?oact«&upmdudngthcl%ﬁmﬁ;:.ﬂom,mm ﬂw;asge:fﬁaman?mm Legis ‘(:
ln? law, md"u&ng- e = have supported which are im nt to agriculture and
3 T;‘m’chm to the economy of the State of Michigan.
: g - oy — We commend those Legislative leaders of both poli-
s ey Bag oty B i ol R o oS 5w g
5. Amendments to various dairy laws. _ll:y the Legislature. i;li‘g enactment of a Sut:mn
g. II:phed mnse;:’k mOd‘ other traffic “fdya}:d“ ax together ;iﬂzb‘tﬂxe ormad&usmmt ogo
proved g:z insect pests taxes, return of substantial amoun monies
" eases and haza.rdm ous : : o units of g;wemment ult’dichduect; and indirect ﬂd&m&
. Ni i uirements wholesale revises s tax structure so
e o e JONR. . ow ctitelar Gus major clemmeis of o “beluncsd G
9. Authorization to create irrigation districts and structure.”
use Great Lakes water. Farm Bureau resolutions have supported total tax
10. Swine law changes, reform for several years. Much has been
11. A tions to continue research om cherries, ginning with the new Constitution and continuing
vegeta varieties, pesticides and destructive session of the Legislature since that time.

PULL-OUT SECTION: 7968 Farm Bureau State Policy Resolutions
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However, tax reform is a complex and continuing
process. We call attention to the fact that until further
reforms are accomplished, taxes on property will con-
tinue to rise and carry an unfair share of the total tax
burden. Property is no longer a good measure of wealth
or the ability to pay. For example, a 1965 study by the
Michigan Citizen's Research Council revealed that in
urban areas property taxes as a percentage of family
income ranged from a high of 4.1% to a low of 2.9%.
In sharp contrast, U.S.D.A. data shows that farm real
estate taxes as a percentage of farm family incomes
are three to four times higher.

We, therefore, continue to support further tax reform
and believe that the following will lead to greater
equity of taxation:

— New sources of revenue for local units of govemn-
ment in order to relieve property taxes. We be-
lieve this should include the use of the income tax
by the county rather than cities.

—Improved assessment and equalization procedures.

— Permit assessment and taxation of new property
for school purposes the first year it is built.

— Continued improvement of State School Aid for-
mulas to assure greater equalization.

— Use of the income tax as a major source of funds
to finance schools.

— Assessment of agricultural land as farm land as
long as it is so used instead of on its possible
potential value.

— Prevention of inequities arising from special assess-
ments on property that receives no benefit from
the project.

The balancing of Michigan’s tax structure should re-
sult in every citizen paying his fair share toward the
support of his schools and other local and state govern-
ment services.

INCOME TAX REFERENDUM

It appears that there will be a petition drive to re-
uire a referendum on the state income tax B;rhm of

lae tax reform package passed this year by Legis-
ture,

We have for some years su ed a state income tax
as an essential part of a tax reform program. Our
goal is a balanced tax structure leading to tax equit}'.
The income tax is a necessary part any equitable
tax program,

We therefore oppose any effort to eliminate the state
income tax. Such an action would be a step backward
and could only lead to shifting more and more of the
cost of government onto property.

AGRICULTURAL LAND ASSESSMENT

Many Michigan leaders are becoming increasingly
concerned with the rapid disappearance of good agri-
cultural land. Future leaders may look back at the folly
of our unwise land use. A proper tax structure can be
an effective method of saving the better farm land for
future food needs and also meet the need for water
conservation and the preservation of “open spaces” for
aesthetic and recreational values.

Many other progressive state legislatures (14 or
more) have taken action to allow assessment of farm
land on the basis of its value for agriculture rather than
for non-farm uses.

For instance, the Maryland law states cxpressly that
it is “in the general public interest that farming be
fostered and encouraged in order to maintain a readily
available source of food and dairy products close to
the metropolitan areas of the state, to encourage the
reservation of open spaces as an amenity necessury to
L’llman welfare and happiness, and to prevent the forced
conversion of such open space to more intensive uses
as a result of economic pressures caused by the assess-
ment of land at a rate or level incompatible with the
practical use of such land for farming.”

This is becoming an increasingly serious problem in
Michigan. We recommend legislation that will protect
prime agricultural lands and require assessors to con-
sider cn&i}r agricultural factors in assessing land used

for that purpose.

SPECIAL PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENTS

Owners of agricultural land often fnd themselves
saddled with high special assessment taxes due to the
necessity of crossing their property with water mains,
sewers, storm drains, etc. in order to reach an area of
industrial, commercial or residential development.

Solutions to

T T

Farm Problems
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Such facilities may not be of any value to the prop-
erty crossed, but can impose a serious financial burden
on the owner. The state of Ohio has recognized this

roblem and has passed legislation to prevent such
ardships. We recommend that legislation fx' enacted in
Michigan to solve this increasing problem.

TAXATION OF FOREST RESERVES

It is interesting to note that about half of Michigan's
rivately-owned commercial forest lands are controlled
Ey citizens owning small parcels, averaging about 60
acres in size.

The larger privately-owned commercial forest re-
serves are mostly in the Upper Peninsula.

Since 1925, owners, at their option, have been per-
mitted, for tax purposes, to list these lands under the
Commercial Forest Reserve (Pearson) Act. Certain

ualifications must be met, including the requirement
amt such land be open to public use (hunting, fishing,
ete.).

Legislation to modemize the law and increase the
“in lieu of tax” income to local government passed the
Michigan House of Representatives in 1965, but died
in the Senate during:the 1966 session. It was intro-
duced in the 1967 session and can be acted upon in
the 1968 session.

We will continue to support legislation to achieve
equitable taxation of these properties. We believe the
State must recognize the “multiple-use” wvalues, espe-
cially recreation, and at the same time eliminate the
uncertainty of local government revenues in lieu
faxes.

TAXATION OF MOBILE HOMES

Presently, mobile homes in trailer parks pay, in lien
of property taxes, a fee of $3 per month. Two dollars
of this amount goes to the school, 50¢ to the township
and 50¢ to the county. This fee system enacted in
1959 is no longer realistic. The increased value of
trailer homes is not reflected, nor do they contribute a
pmpter share of the costs of schools and local govern-
ment.

We urge that legislative action be taken to increase
the fee to a level in relation to the property taxes paid
by other home owners,

REIMBURSEMENT TO COUNTIES WITH
PENAL INSTITUTIONS

Under present laws, the county in which a state
penal institution is located must bear the cost of court
actions on behalf of inmates of the institution. If an
inmate escapes or commits a felony while in prison,
the county must pay for a legal defense as well as the
cost of prosecution and the cost of the court as well.

MAKING A POINT — during the resolutions process is

Ingham County Farm Bureau, as delegates
issues as marketing, farm labor, and taxation.

Penal institutions are to protect the people of the
state. When an inmate of such an institution commits
an offense, it should be the responsibility of the state
to pay the necessary court and related costs.

We believe that action should be taken by the state
to reimburse counties for costs incurred in the prosecu-
tion of inmates of state penal institutions.

EQUALIZATION OF EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES

Recent sessions of the Legislature have adopted a re-
vised and improved version of the state school aid
formula and have reversed the previous trend toward
shifting s ater ion of the cost to the local prop-
erty tax. The state’s share of school operational costs is
now over the 50% level. We believe this to be progress.

However, the school aid formula has always been
tied to the tax structure. With passage of the tax re-
form package this year, new methods of financing our
schools become available and it is now possible to
eliminate many of the inequities that have existed in
the past. They have been created by rapid shifts in
our population. Industries, with their broad tax poten-
tial locate in or are next to cities, while employees re-
side in the rural suburbs and townships. The tax base
in the areas receiving the increased population has been
inadequate to provide schools for the mushrooming
pupil load. Farms have been taxed beyond their capa-
city to earn and the situation has become progressively
worse.

We recommend that:

— The State income tax be used as one of the major
sources of funds for our schools.

— Development of a new state aid formula should in-
clude factors other than property valuations alone.

—A reasonable state aid formula be developed to
assist school districts in meeting the cost of build-
ing needed facilities.

—The state’s share of operational cost should con-
tinue to increase, at least to the level of a few
years ago (60%).

— Sufficient funds should be appropriated to pay in
full all state aid formulas.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

Recently enacted legislation now makes it possible
that all areas of the state cun be served with voci-
tional-technical education programs for both vouth and
adults, Twenty-eight out of forty area studies have
been completed and each has indicated a need for ex-
panded programs to serve students on an area basis.

We urge that implementation of this program be de-
vel_olmfl through the existing types of local edneational
units, including community colleges, intermediate schoo
districts and high school districts.

Stanley Fay, immediate past president of the

study a policy recommendation. Delegates considered sv



MICHIGAN FARM NEWS

December 1, 1967

NINE

secome: Otate-wide Work

In areas where the need arises, tw. i
school districts should be permitted o cvgamiae a o
::}remprtoggumal of Voeatimal-tectll’_::ca i “u:.dﬁt;;ation
ntra arrangements wi t -
mdish-icﬁng or the @mtabli:ahnmng (tmof :r Isuj;:venmu’ posed c{i:‘-

We further urge that Farm Bureau members take an
active part in the organization of local programs. This
can be accomplished by offering to serve on general or

¢ occupational education advisory committees,
uch training opportunities should help answer the
mt problem and provide training for job oppor-

To insure that all areas of the state have access to
this type of pro 1, we urge the State Legislature to
make adequate financial support available for the con-
struction and operation area vocational education
centers :tmd for l?e transportation ?)fe students to the
area centers, Local property cannot expected to as-
sume this additional tax burden. e 8

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICTS

The intermediate school district as presently organ-
¥ been in existence five years and replaced the
previous County Superintendent of Schools. It has all
of the old responsibilities and many more. It serves the
school districts within the intermediate district and,
!hmuﬁ!'na cooperative efforts, provides educational serv-
ices t many school districts could not provide for
themselves, In many areas, vocational training may not
be possible except through such cooperative programs.
Special education programs are also administered by
the intermediate district. These include special programs
for handic:fped children, such as the mentally re-
tarded, hard of hearing, blind, emotionally disturbed,
homebound, etc. Over 120,000 handicapped children
now benefit from such programs, but this is still esti-
mated to be less than one-half of those known to have
particular needs. It has been proved begcond any doubt
that such handicapped children can educated to
become self-supporting and lead productive lives with
dignity and contribute to the economy, both in taxes
and services.

We strongly support the intermediate school district
and the educational services it provides.

We urge the Legislature to provide the necessary
funds for these important programs. We also support
further permissive legislation to allow intermediate dis-
tricts greater flexibility in order to meet the needs and
requests of the constituent school districts, includin
transportation, classroom facilities for the education an
training of exceptional chilldren, and other programs
and services that individual districts cannot feasibly
provide for themselves.

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION

In light of the shortac{:e of vocational a;ir‘reiculture
teachers in Michigan (and the Nation) and the grow-
ing demand for agricultural education graduates, a
statewide Professional Personnel Recruitment Commit-
tee for Agricultural Education has been formed. We
commend and support the efforts of this committee in
its endeavor to recruit more capable students for ca-
reers in agricultural education.

Farm Bureau members recognize the need for farm
personnel and the shortage of trained personnel in the
new and emerging agriculturally-related occupations.
Rural youth sc counselors should be reminded
of the excellent career opportunities in agricultural
education and other agricultural-oriented occupations.
It is estimated that 40% of all jobs are related to agri-
culture.

nity for stu-
vocational agri-

Summer months provide the
dents to put into practice much of ;
cultural instruction provi in the classroom during
the school year. Providing this on-farm instruction to
students in the community is an important par of the

magnglulﬂtum chers ';'r‘ tional hqéultzg
tea vocal agri
o4 to be em on a twe!v;-mmths basis.
B mem and county Farm Bureaus
md ngke:um feelings known to school leaders on
this important issue.
OUR SCHOOL CURRICULUM

Curriculum planning in our public school em is
lmdeﬁ:ingintemep stifdyandraglddm . We recog-
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ttees of ci rom
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Education, One of the committees is in the field of
vocational education. This indicates the con-
cern of both educators and the public to fulfill the fu-
ture demands for trained in the complex so-

ciety in which we live. e

Muchprogrmhasbemnudadurh%

in adapting curricul to fit present and
ftre noods. We  commend the undreds”of_publc-

ted citizens from agriculture, business, industry
g ol it iy At g i
visory committees at the state and local levels.

We urge that every citizen become better informed
on curriculum and changes and work to the end
that the school curriculum is sufficiently broad to stim-
ulntuom-mpeoploinm'dﬂbodevdopﬁwi:putm—
tial to its
We believe in the im nce of such changes. At
the same time, schools instill in the & ts at
all grade levels the tness of our country, its relig-
jous principles, its titution and its heritage.

HOT LUNCHES :

The national school lunch and special milk programs
have proved beneficial to school children. The To-
grams have helped to establish proper dietary habits
among our young people.

Since Federal Aid to the School Hot Lunch pro-

has been substantially redu we would strong-
'y recommend that the state provide fnancial assist-
ance to adequately maintain the Hot Lunch Program.

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

Great areas of confusion and serious 1 questions
were created when the Legislature removed the penalty
section from the Hutchinson Act, however, presumably
it is illegal for public employees to strike.

We are especially concerned since this has resulted
in teachers strikes which have delayed the opening of
schools and community colleges. Local school boards
have been frustrated in their efforts to carry out their
responsibilities to the pupils and the taxpaying public.

This is a complex and Ffar-reaching issue and many
legal questions are now before the courts. However, the
szislature must move into this void with clarifying
and definitive action. A final solution can only result
from a complete study of the entire issue, The rights of
the public and essential services must be maintained.

STATE FIRE SAFETY BOARD

In 1965, the Legislature placed the enforcement of
fire prevention and safety regulations under the admin-
istration of the Michigan State Police. A seven-member
State Fire Safety Board was also created, with author-
ity to adopt standard rules pertaining to fire safety re-
quirements for schools, nursing homes and homes for
aged persons. The Board also acts as a hearing body
to review any contested ruling of the State Fire Mar-
shal in his interpretation or application of the rules.

School districts often report problems due to changes
of the interpretation of the fire safety regulations dur-
ing or soon after construction of new facilities. Such re-
quired changes can be costly. School boards should
make sure that the architects” final plans meet all fire
safety requirements,

We recommend that schools be informed of their
right of appeal and also that every effort be made to
ol tatin uniformity of inspection procedures by all in-
spectors,

HICGHWAYS

Michigan has a total of 113,380 miles of roads and
streets. The State Highway Department has the respon-
sibility to develop and maintain 9,208 miles of this
total, together with 2,947 bridges. This includes the
1,082 mile interstate highway system. Our excellent
interstate system, as presently planned, is nearing com-
pletion. Extensive use of federal funds (90% federal-
10% state), together with a bonding program, has made
this }po&sible; however, interstate roads constitute only
1% of the total.

Michigan's 83 County Road Commissions are respon-
sible for 77% (87,038 miles) of the total road system.
25,133 miles of this total are classiied as Primary
Roads (38% inadequate) and 62,596 miles are classified
as Local Roads (47% inadequate).

There are approximately 6,800 bri(:Fes in the county

tems, which 5,031 are considered inad«‘uatc.
Most county bridges were built in the 1890°s for horse
and buggy traffic and are unsafe for today’s variety of
traffic. Many are unsafe for school buses and other ve-
hicles and have been posted. In many cases, the re-
turn of state highways to the counties creates an addi-
tional burden. In spite of increasing revenue, little
progress has been made in eliminating the deficiencies
in most county road systems. Obsolescence and struc-
tural failures are occurring faster than the facilities can
be replaced.

As a result of the rapid g'mwth of the interstate sys-
tem, counties have the additional costly job of fitting
county roads into that system and to accommodate the
increased traffic on our roads caused by small in-
dustry, recreation users, etc., which create added stress
on such roads and structures. The most desirable rec-
reation areas are, in most cases, accessible only b
county and local roads. Proper (iwelopment of m.rﬁ
areas, including industrial expansion, is dependent on
an adequate road system. For instance, the Class A or
frost-free highway system permits trucks to carry the
same weight the year-around, but to service county
areas, they must often reload.

We recommend:

— Any needed increase in revenues be met through
“user taxes” rather return to the old system
of taxing property to build roads.

— Present matching uirements for local roads
should be decreased. (Most local units of govern-
ment are financially unable to increase their con-
tributions. )

— Local roads serving recreational areas should be
maintained without local matching funds.

—Locnll:'ﬁerephcmmtnndreoonsmmﬁon should
be fina in some other manner, as they

sent a specific problem and are extremely costly.
— Federal highway aid should be increased for Coun-
ty and local needs (thesg funds come from high-
\;ln u.s;zrlnxesnnd ve no effect on the Federal
— State ar;d Federal highway authorities should rec-
ognize ﬁ;e gmdmintmaz'ce az‘d
:eqmnce contracts with County Road Gxnmissn;:ns,

— Counties be permitted other sources of revenue for
road purposes. (For instance, an additional regis-
tration fee on motor vehicles.)

— Consideration be given to counties with large areas
of public recreation lands, not only because of the
heavy financial burden placed on such counties,
but adequate roads can also be part of un effec-
tive safety program.

DEDICATION OF HICHWAY FUNDS

We reemphasize our well-established position that
revenues derived from the taxation of motor vehicles
and motor fuels should be used exclusively for highway

. Michigan's new Constitution contains an anti-
gversion provision. However, it does state that high-
way purposes shall be “as defined by law.”

Programs

TALENT WINNER — Mrs. Jeanette Mehney, Clin-
ton County, will receive an all-expense trip to
Chicago, in early December for the annual meet-
ing of the American Farm Bureau Federation,
where she will compete with other state winners.

The islature should not distort the intent of that
provision providing for the expenditure Mﬂ?
revenues for any which are not ty re-
lated to the construction, maintenance, or financing 6f
modern and adequate way facilities.

HIGHWAYS SHOULD NOT BE HEADLANDS

The practice of many farmers who use highways as
headlané]: o cli)e C:ﬂunmon gfe mﬂ:;
every unty Roa issi steps to

REFLECTORIZED LICENSE PLATES

Ome of the most common accidents occurring on our
highways is the rear-end collision. This happens fre-
quently when visibility is poor or when a vehicle is
stalled on the highway.

Thirty-two states and the District of Columbia now

uire reflectorized license plates to add a “margin of

ety” to vehicles at night. Statistics prove that where
reflectorized license plates are used, rear-end collisions
drop considerably.

We urge enactment of legislation that would require
Michigan vehicle license d(;l‘slltes to be reflectorized with
any extra cost being ad to the cost of the plates.

TRAFFIC VIOLATION PROCEDURE

At the present time, in Michigan, some drivers are
failing to a r in court to answer a summons for one
or more l:m%gﬂviolatims. To apprehend such a person
requires a warrant to be issued by the court and lo-
cating the person is time-consuming and expensive.

In Illinois, a system currently exists that allows a
lice officer to retain the operator’s license when the
iver has committed a moving violation. The sum-

mons issued at that time serves as a temporary driver's

license, valid only until the court date shown on the

summons. When the driver appears in court, his li-

cense is returned. If he does not answer the summons,

he is operating without a license. This system is de-
ndent on a “one li concept,” which means a
ver would have only a operator’s or chauffeur’s li-

cense.

We favor enactment of !egj.slatiuu that would estab-
lish the “one license concept” and allow a police offi-
cer to retain the ator’s license or require the post-
ing of a cash when a moving violation is com-
mitted. The bond or license would be returned by the
lnconrtmmw'heﬂthed.r'lver appears to answer for the vio-

ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW LOCAL COURTS

l;ll’l;.l; new Oonstiofhi:)jgzl requires the i hﬁo [
tablish a system courts to pres-
ent Justice Courts. o

We believe new court revisions should include a pro-
vision whereby a defendant in a traffic or other mis-
demeanor case can present a defense at his (or her)
first appearance.

We recommend that:

Local courts should service districts of such size as
will be convenient to the people of the community.

Such courts should be given jurisdiction similar to
!usﬂeeCwm.leitsondvﬂmasinvoMng

ges or liabilities should be increased to

$1,000 rather than the present limit of $300.

ﬁgdgusxhouldbeelemdbytbepeopkinthedlb

Any judge lacking a law degree should be required
to attend t;‘:ininc murases :efore taking office anrcclqﬂﬂo
serving in that office,

LAW ENFORCEMENT

(Iitlisobvimf that there is a lack of respect for law
an w enforcement agencies in our iety. W,

the restoration of authority and msoc‘:ty il
forcement officers for their
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rerieer, O 1RENGTH-thru GROUP ACTION ™

We urge:
1. Proper respect be shown officers of the law by all
citizens.

2. Courts to follow through in the convictions and
punishment of l-whreakers after apprehension
and due process of law.

3. Citizens to carry out their responsibilities in
helping law enforcement officers by offering per-
tinent information and assistance.

JUVENILE VANDALISM

We are concerned about the extensive and malicious
destruction of road signs, mail boxes and other prop-
erty by young people in many communities.

Not only does it create an expense to property own-
ers and the county, but it also reflects unfavorably on
all of the young people of today.

We urge parents to teach their children responsi-
bility and the importance of awvoiding the destruction
of the property of others. We recommend stronger pen-
alties on offenders and that parents be held responsible
for the damages involved in such actions.

ANNEXATION

We favor changes in the state annexation laws pre-
venting the practice of cities gerrymandering parcels
from adjoining areas. However, we recognize that pres-
ent annexation laws are obsolete and totally inadequate
to meet today’s problems,

We recommend that the pending legislation and
other proposals be studied in an effort to develop un-
biased legislation that will lead to equity for all con-

cerned.
WELFARE

We support remedial and preventive programs that
will keep persons gainfully employed and off welfare
and assistance programs insofar as possible. We be-
lieve that this might be accomplished through self-
help programs of adult education designed to instruct
and train welfare recipients for gainful employment.

We ask that the state legislation requiring all able-
bodied welfare recipients to do a reasonable amount
of work in order to qualify for assistance be fully im-

lemented. An active job placement program should

related to the eligibility program.

“h\vs‘t(elfam should be mn{slid::lr'r;iﬁ das an Eenwr e-ncg.rd or
resort, an i not to
become a way of E e,

RURAL DISASTER PREPAREDNESS

Emergencies on the farm are a part of our everyday
existence, since farming is a hazardous occupation. On
occasion, emergencies of major proportions, or near
disasters, hit our farms and communities.

We should avail ourselves of every aid to be pre-

to meet such emergencies. Often the lives and

ealth of our families depend on quick and proper ac-
tion.

We urge our Lﬁmplc and our Community Farm Bu-
reaus to avail themselves of the study programs
veloped at Michigan State University’s Department of
Rural Defense, Our people will do well to become a
part of the community movements for disaster pre-
paredness. We recommend that all communities co-
operate in this work with the programs of the Co-
operative Extension Service, which is the immediate
agency in the community to coordinate this program.

HOG CHOLERA-FREE STATE

Michigan is now a hog cholera-free state. This is a
real milestone in our fight against livestock disease. We
commend the State Department of Agriculture, Michi-
gan State University, and the State Legislature for co-
operating in this accomplishment.

We urge every swine producer to appreciate this
achievement and to take every precaution to keep
Michigan cholera free.

CALFHOOD VACCINATION

The present law in Michigan for official calfhood
vaccination with strain 19 for brucellosis (Bang's dis-
ease) calls for age limits of four months (120 days)
through eight months (269 days).

Scientific evidence now indicates that vaccination at
three months (90 days) confirms as solid an immunity
as does vaccination at four months (120 days). It is
also well known that the older a calf is at time of
vaccination, the greater the chance of a blood titer
showing up.

In light of this knowledge, we recommend that the
Michigan law require official calfhood vaccination be-
tween the age of 90 days and 269 days.

IMPORTATION OR FEEDLOT PERMITS

Many Michigan cattle feeders travel to out-of-state
markets to purchase their feeders. When a purchase is
made, permission must be obtained from the Michigan
Department of Agriculture to bring the feeders to
Michigan. This causes delay and inconvenience to the
buyer and the State Veterinarian.

Other states have adopted an “Importation or Feed-
lot Permit” system. This permit is granted to operators
who certify that they have no breeding stock in their
lots. The buyer's nit number allows the buyer to
purchase cattle without getting permission before each
purchase.

We urge that an “Importation or Feedlot Permit”
system be established in Michigan.

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE

Great changes have come about in the efficiency of
agricultural production in the last forty years. The
American housewife now purchases the highest quality
food with the smallest portion of her disposable income
(after taxes) in all history. Americans spend a smaller
part of their incomes for food than any other people
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“REVIEWING WITH PRIDE” — President Elton Smith’s annual address stressed that although farmers today
make up only 5 per cent of the total population in Michigan — agriculture is still big business. Smith
urged members to solve their mutual problems through group action.

in the world, at this or any other time—less than 18%,
and this includes the many built-in maid services such
as packaging, pre-cooling, quick freezing and table
preparation now taken for granted. The income not
used for food provides the goods and services which
ive our nation the highest standard of living the world
ever known.

Part of the success story of American Agriculture is
due to the Cooperative Extension Service. This Service
has been an effective link for transmitting new and
better methods from research laboratories to individual
farms. The adoption of these methods by
been of benefit to all society.

The Cooperative Extension Service has also provided
youth with opportunities for leadership training, char-
acter-building experiences and wvocational guidance.
These opportunities, available to both rural and urban
young people, should be expanded.

In izing the that is being done by 4-H

grams for our youth, we recommend that the office
of 4-H Club Agent be reestablished in each county
where sufficient membership warrants.

Many families in Michigan enjoy better living be-
cause of “Homemakers Activities' of the Home and
Family Living Program.

farmers has

We urge the Michigan Legislature to appropriate
adequate funds to expand the work of the Cooperative
Extension Service.

We propose that the Cooperative Extension Service
be kept free from political pressure in order to pro-
mote and maintain agricultural programs best suited to
the farm families in their areas.

ACRICULTURAL RESEARCH

Agricultural research is essential to maintain the ef-
ficiency of agricultural production. New problems con-
tinuously arise in the production and marketing of
agricultural crops and in the field of farm manage-
ment. Solution of these problems must be supplied
through basic and applied research. This research can
best done by educational institutions such as Mich-
igan State University.

The agricultural research facilities of our land grant
institution have done much for consumers as well as
for farmers.

The following are among the research projects in
which we have concern:

— Various_projects in advancing food science, includ-
ing a study of processing asparagus grades,

— Beef cattle and forage.

— Mastitis prevention and control.

— Infertility in livestock.

— Improvement of Michigan soft wheat varicties.

— Disease control in turf,

We also continue to support:

—The vegetable variety development program.
— Research to aid our cherry industry.
— Continued pesticide research.

We also support further and intensive research to de-
VB!QF varieties of fruits and vegetables and crop cul-
tural practices to accommodate mechanical harvesting,

We ask the Legislature to appropriate adequate
funds for the work of the Agricultural Experiment
Stations,

UPPER PENINSULA EXPERIMENT STATION

Agricultural and timberland enterprises in the U.p
have progressively changed since the establishment of
the Experiment Station at Chatham, The Experiment
Station can continue to effectively serve the UP. farm-
ers and timberland owners,

We need the leadership that one experiment station
in the central part of the U.P, can furnish in the fur-
ther d(rqvc]upmu[nt Iof agriculture and Hmber manage-
ment. Some of the research projects needed unde
U.P. conditions include; T

1. More test trials in small grains on disease re-

sistance and production.
2. Alfalfa and trefoil variety development.
3. Beef breeding and feeding.
4. Field demonstrations in potato, rutabaga and
other cash crops.

We nr&e that the Chatham Experiment Station be
maintaine

UPPER PENINSULA STATE FAIR

The State of Michigan has appropriated funds for
the Upper Peninsula State Fair in the past. Many of
the activities at this Fair center around 4-H activities.
At the present time, need exists for additional 4-H fa-
cilities.

We recommend that funds be agpmpriatcd‘ for these
improved facilities at the Upper Peninsula ‘State Fair.
PUBLIC AWARENESS OF AGRICULTURAL
PROBLEMS

We commend the Michigan State University College
of Agriculture and Natural Resources and the Coopera-
tive Extension Service in getting a greater amount o
information to the general public concerning the prob-
lems and accomplishments of agriculture. We appre-
ciate their efforts in creating more public awareness o
the farmers’ cost-price squeeze, the relative price of
food in this country and throughout the world, market-
ing problems, and ‘the special problems of farm labor.
We urge that these efforts continue and expand when
situations arise that it will benefit Michigan agriculture
to have an informed public. We ask that a letter be
sent to the appropriate officials at Michigan State Uni-
versity expressing our appreciation.

The Michigan Farm Bureau should continue work
with Michigan State University toward creating a better
image of agriculture, a better working relationship be-
tween agricultural employers and employees “‘“d
should strive toward improving themselves as agricul-
tural employers,

BROADCAST SUPPORT

We are grateful that Michigan broadcasters continue
to recognize the importance of the farming industry,
and pleased that they give freely of their understand-
ing and support.
~This support has taken the form of Public Service
time granted farm programming, including the “Accent
Agriculture” radio and television series produced by
the Michigan Farm Bureau. Also included has been
excellent coverage of important farm stories, and 0

Sumttzs cases, the maintenance of full-time farm depart-
ments,

We ‘wnu]d encourage such departments, even as wt
recognize that there are more similarities than differ-
ences between farm and city audiences, pointing out
as we do, the special needs peculiar to farm listeners
which broadcasters should recognize.

Among them are specialized weather reports, infor-
mation concerning road conditions and-school closings,
!i\'cstuck and other special market reports, and most
important of all, the accurate interpretation of com-
plex farm issues to a largely non-farm public.

Just as farmers bear an awesome burden and re-
sponsibility to supply the food and fibre needs of the
public, so, too, do broadcasters bear a similar burden
and responsibility in providing accurate, timely n¢
unbiased programming to the millions recciving their
signals,

Farmers fecl that in the main, this responsibility has
been well discharged, and cite the mature :u)Tl'“‘_“'l_'
used by broadcasters in reporting the riots and ¢V
disturbances throughout the state.

_ However, we feel that in the recent “Double Duy-
light Savings Time”" debate, broadcasters, as o ErouD
suffered a loss of prestige when yome appeared o us¢
their facilities to unduly influence public opinion. If the

roadeast industry is to operate its own business n,-«i,\.:
with less—not more—~government restraint and controls
(as farmers would wish) great care must be exercisec
to prevent such oceurrences,
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ELEVEN

POLICIES
REFLECT:

The Voice of the

HOUSE OF DELEGATES — numbering 500, plus nearly as many guests, attended the 48th annual meeting
of the Michigan Farm Bureau, November 7-8-9, to hear reports, attend special interest sessions, elect di-
rectors, and adopt a slate of policy resolutions for 1968.

DOUBLE DAYLICHT SAVING TIME

We support efforts to return the State of Michigan
to Eastern Standard Time the year around.

We urge our members to defeat the Double Day-
light Saving Time referendum proposal in November,
1968

FARMER COOPERATIVES

Agricultural cooperatives are a vital part of our pri-
vate enterprise system. Basically, they supply an eco-
nomic need, by providing farmers with a means to
compete effectively in the marketing of products, pur-
chase of farm production supplies, and by providing
needed services.

Farm cooperatives must be large enough to compete
effectively with other enterprises. Cooperatives must
have the full and loyal support of all members, and in
turn cooperatives should handle all products and serv-
ices available to them through cooperative suppliers.
Any lessening of use of cooperative channels dissipates
mutual strength,

We urge directors and members of cooperatives to
make certain that their associations are soundly and
adequately financed, well managed, and forward-look-
ing enough to meet the challenges of changing eco-
nomic conditions.

We urge that cooperative members exercise their re-
sponsibility by attending membership meetings to keep
informed of the business affairs of their association :mtl,
urther, to select and elect competent and qualified
board members.

ANTIBIOTICS AND PESTICIDES

The use of antibiotics and pesticides is essential to
efficient modern-day agriculture, Traces of pesticides
and antibiotics in farm products are usually the result
of misuse. In the case of injectable antibiotics, govern-
ment authorities have threatened to deny their use to
faﬁr:wrs if residues continue to show up in meat prod-
ucts.

We urge all farmers who use pesticides and anti-
biotics to follow directions carefully and be judicious
in their use,

CEREAL LEAF BEETLE

We recommend continuance of the appropriation of
state funds to Michigan State University Agricultural
Experiment Station for cereal leaf beetle research for
e development of resistant wheat and oat varieties
and biological control methods.

ALFALFA WEEVIL

The Alfalfa Weevil has been found in Michigan
lis past year. It appears that the area of infestation
may be sizable, This insect has caused devastation of
{t’tlfn.lfa and pastures in other states. Its control is not
sy,

Little work has been done in Michigan to develop
ways of controlling the Alfalfa Weevil.

Research for a method to control this insect is need-
ed. We are in favor of adequate funds to support this
work by the Michigan State University Agricultural

xperiment Station.

CONTROL OF JAPANESE BEETLE

]ﬂp:mcsc beetle continues to be a threat to Michigan
agriculture as well as to lawns, golf courses, parks,
cemeteries, hatseaite l‘}l:ll‘lﬁ“gs. cte. The (-Ullll!’llu»(l
trapping of beetles to locate areas of infestation and
the prompt treatment of those arcas is essential to our
economy and to our food supply.

B(.‘(‘ch! efforts through the courts to prevent the
Michigan Department of Agriculture from carrying out
needed programs show a failure on the part of lll_m:.
sponsoring such efforts to recognize that the practical
result of lack of area treatment would result in the
application of heavy doses of chemicals by individuals,
with the result that there would be a larger total dis-
tribution of chemicals.

We support the Michigan Department of Agriculture,
acting on professional and scientific advice, to con-
tinue its treatment program for Japanese beetle and
other insect pests.

REMOVAL OF ABANDONED VINEYARDS
AND ORCHARDS

We recommend that the law of 1945, which permits
the Michigan Department of Agriculture to remove
neglected orchards and vineyards, be amended to re-
quire Esmperty owners to remove old and abandoned
orchards and vineyards. This would be a saving to the
state and should be administered by the State Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

BLACKBIRDS, STARLINGS AND OTHER PESTS

Blackbirds, starlings and other destructive wildlife
are still on the increase and considerable crop dam-
age. We commend the Michigan Legislature for appro-
priating funds for the development of a plan of control
through the Michigan Department of Agriculture with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. This action takes
advantage of the matching funds available from the
federal government. We urge the Legislature to appro-
priate continuing funds for the support of this vital
service. Also, we encourage every producer having
problems with blackbirds, starlings and other destruc-
tive birds to build and operate an adequate number of
traps to control the population of these ruinous pests.

HUNTING PRIVILEGE — CONDUCT AND
RESPONSIBILITY

More people want to hunt but the land available
for the purpose is shrinking. i§ pressure increases
the need for understanding and wholesome conduct by
ell involved—sportsmen, landowners and officials.

To minimize problems in this area of rural-urban
relations, we suggest:

— All first-time hunting license applicants should

have completed hunter safety training.

— All hunters should know and observe safety rules.

— All hunters should be aware of hunting laws.

— All landowners should be aware of their legal pro-

tection ( Horton Hunter Trespass Act).

— All landowners should be aware of the public re-

lations value of good farmer-sportsman contacts.

— More consideration should be given to Hexible sea-

sons in areas of unharvested crops.

HUNTING IN AREAS OF HEAVY POPULATION

Hunting in areas of heavy population presents a real
danger to persons and property.

We will assist Farm Bureau members in thickly pop-
ulated townships to present such problems to the Legis-
lature for the relief which it can grant.

MANAGEMENT OF DEER HERD

We recognize the rapid increase in reports of serious
crop damage. Because of the habits of deer, a few
farmers, or even a single farmer, may have severe dam-
age while neighbors only a short distance away have
little or no loss. Even small areas experience different
conditions.

Problems of deer herd management continue to con-
cern Farm Bureau members. These concerns range
from too few deer in some areas to too many deer in
other areas.

The rapid incrcase of deer-car accidents in the
southern part of the state is helping to increase auto
insurance rates and carries a constant thrm_t of per-
sonal injury or death. At present, the Mi(’[ugﬂn Con-
servation Commission does not have authority to con-
sider deer-car accident records in establishing special
seasons.

We recommend:

1. Legislation to clearly authorize the Michigan
Conservation Commission to give consideration to
deer-car accident rates in establishing special
seasons.

embership

2. Use of carefully adjusted special seasons to regi-
late the size of the herd in areas where food
shortage, crop damage or deer-car accident rates
warrant such action.

3. Sl}:)ot-i:d attention to the management of the rap-
idly expanding southern Michigan deer herd.

4. Practical means should be found for the assign-
ment of special season permits to residents or
resident landowners.
In some areas in both peninsulas there are sec-
tions where the deer herd has been drastically
reduced in numbers. We therefore recommend
that the Conservation Department make a more
careful study before establishing special seasons
in these areas.

o

We also ask that opinions of our members on game
management problems, as expressed in the County
Farm Bureau resolutions, be forwarded to the Michigan
Conservation - Commission for its consideration,

RACCOON AND WOODCHUCK

Damage by raccoons and woodchucks continues to
be high in some areas. We recommend that there be
no restrictions on hunting raccoons and woodchucks in
those areas until the excessive population of these ani-

mals has been reduced.

COYOTE BOUNTY
We favor retention of the bounty on coyote.

FOX BOUNTIES

There is every indication that the Michigan fox pop-
ulation has experienced a population explosion.

We believe that a reasonable bounty, limited to fe-
male foxes, would accomplish a desirable reduction in
numbers at a reasonable cost.

We would support a 25¢ increase in the small game
hunting license to finance such a bounty.

WATER USE AND MANAGEMENT

Michigan’s water rights laws are inadequate for to-
day’s n-lids. We believe that the subject needs review
as it relates to individual, industrial, recreational and
agricuitural needs and purposes. We urge action to
protect and preserve our water resources and clarify
the ownership and right to use of both our under-
ground and surface water.

WATER POLLUTION

We commend the Water Resources Commission for
its work in controlling water pollution. New legislation
should result in improvements in our lakes and streams.

While we believe agriculture is not a major source
of water pollution, we ask the research laboratories of
our public and private institutions to assist us in mini-
mizing leaching and runoff of plant foods and agri-
cultural chemicals.

SOIL CONSERVATION AND SOIL
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

Responsibility for the use and improvement of land
and water resources rests on all citizens, n as well
as rural. Cities are dependent on rural lands not only
for food, but for most of their water supplies.

The annual increase in our population places a defin-
ite responsibility on agriculture and the nation to safe-

our needed future food production facilities.
Farm owners and farm renters, as well as our urban
population, must be aware of the need for intelligent
use and conservation of our lands.

The Soil Conservation Districts now organized in
Michigan are efficiently operated by elected farmers
serving without salary and are effective units of soil-
saving activity.

We commend the Legislature for its action in pro-
viding part-time assistance to aid these volunteer offi-
cers. We favor the appropriation of adequate state
funds to provide a district aide for each Soil Conserva-
tion District. The use of part-time or full-time aides
would vide greater efficiency. We misuse our re-
sourccs%: requiring trained conservationists to do rou-
tine office paper work.

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAMS

We recommend that the program of cost-sharing pay-
ments to farmers for approved soil and water conserva-
tion measures be maﬁ on a more restricted basis
which would confine attention to the urgent problems
of conservation rather than increased production at the
present time,

We do not believe it is reasonable for the govern-
ment to pay a farmer for reducing production and at
the same time pay for improving his land for greater
productivity.

We endorse the small watershed program as an ef-
fective tool for dealing with surface water problems.
Since flood control, cfminage. pollution, erosion and
water supply are problems affecting much more than

local areas, we believe cost-sharing is justified. More
en-phasis should be placed on this method of water
control, leaving less need or excuse for federally-
directed projects.

BOAT AND WATER SAFETY

The greatly increased use of both Great Lakes and
inland waters for recreational purposes requires more
careful regulation and control of boats and of the use
of these public waters, The public must recognize the
potential dangers of pleasure boat use, particularly on
the Great Lakes.

We will support reasonable and practical legislation
to provide greater safety to water users.

In the final analysis, we recognize that safety can

only be the result of careful and responsible action
the individual. 2 R
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POLICIES
INCLUDE:

COHO SALMON

We commend the Michigan Department of Conser-
vation for its outstanding imagination and initiative in
the unbelievably successful Coho Salmon Program.
This development has alread ided tremendous
pleasure for fishermen and proﬁt service businesses
connected with fishing.

We recognize that the tremendous success of this

new program ts many vexing problems to the
Conservation De t. We also know that the solu-
tion of these pro will require time.

However, it is our hope that every effort will be
made by the Department to reopen at least portions of
all salmon streams to sport fishing at the earliest pos-
sigl; moment. V;fe;allso urge the DWRE con-
si posing islation permitting on fishing in
Mi s streams by means other than hooking
mouth. This would allow expanded sport fishing and
should remove the need for the Conservation Depart-
ment to sell surplus salmon.

We increased appropriations by the Legislature
for &murgl:lme of m?;intai:ﬁng am:ly developing the
salmon program as a fishery and a means of control-
ling the alewife problem.

LITTERING

The new State Anti-Litter Law can help in curbing
littering. The judge may not only levy a fine and costs,
but may require the der to pick up litter along a
speciﬂe&‘ mileage of highway.

We recognize that it is difficult to apprehend and
identify litterers, Citizens must be willing to aid police
officers in this dificult job. We must not permit local
political influences to hamper enforcement.

While anti-litter campalﬁls have greatly reduced the
amount of litter on our highways, the e con-
tainers are stll a lem.'ld'abevmgeindusu'y

large sums money advertising its products.
ew ads are as cleverly devised as the beverage ads.

We ask the industry that helped create this problem
to help solve it!

We support the efforts of Keep Michigan Beautiful
in its program of education and encouragement for a
clean and attractive state.

We urge strict enforcement of anti-littering laws
covering highways, parks, lakes, streams and public and
private property.

THROWAWAY CONTAINERS

Throwaway bottles are a public nuisance. They are
a costly hazard to farm implements, motor vehicle
tires, and to farm livestock and are a danger to both
adults and children. C have been rendered unusa-
ble by broken glass pr?Eed up by g equip-
ment, Much valuable time can be lost while a tractor
tire is being repaired.

Over 18,000 truckloads of bottles, cans and paper
will be picked up by hand on state highways alone
during the present year, the Michigan Highway De-
partment estimates.

Surveys indicate that most road litter traces to the
beverage industry. Since throwaways have no sal-
vage value, they are discarded where they are emp-
tieﬁ, along highways or thrown into fields and wood-
lots, lakes and streams and on beaches, They are left
there to be shattered and become a public hazard.

Wemﬂw islature to require all bottled bev-

m in Michigan to be delivered in returnable

with a deposit value of at least 5¢ each to en-
courage their return.

STRIP MINE RESTORATION

Some areas of Michiﬁ) are being made unsightly
and dangerous by mounding of the spoils of the opera-
tion of strip mining and gravel pits.

We are not opposed to the excavations that have a

of water to maintain their own environment (12
feet or more) providing they are marked as to depth
4 signs. However, we that more care
ewlﬂs:tnkenattléeﬂgmofexmmﬁmsbfde{ t
Spol a more advantageous position to facilitate
easier shaping and s g, enabling the land to be re-
seeded or planted to help enhance the beauty and re-

of our State of Michigan.

SEEDLING STOCK FOR REFORESTING

An estimated two million acres of private land in
Michigan will find its best use in forest growth. We

DRAINAGE LAW

We urge that Michigan drainage laws be recodified.
. erstandab. -na-al%eéwlsions rather than
legislation fitted to special situations,

3
i

Lands owned by public agencies, such as School
Districts, the Conservation Department and the High-
way Department, often receive direct benefits from

drainag which are financed and paid for by
adioinin?; gdmers. 5

We su legislation to provide for assessment of
PRk (v Vo gl i g o

MINERAL RIGHTS

Laws affecting oil and gas rights and metallic min-
eral rights, when owned by other than the owner of
the surface, have been passed in 1963 and 1966 re-
spectively.

Our members who may own such rights or who may
own the surface from which such rights have been
separated should inform themselves as to how these
new laws may affect their interests.

AGRICULTURAL LAND USES

We ize that the projected population growth
will make gemamk for all kinds of Y:nd for a variety
of public and private uses. We believe that the need
for food is as important as any other need and we
know that certain areas are much more uctive
than gt:lm Therefore, web]recomr?ﬁned dEtbe:IF alterna-
tives given every possible consideration ore pro-
ductive farm land is taken for such purposes as reser-
voirs, research, industrial and housing developments
and roadways. We believe that township, county or
state planning zoning may be tools which can help
in solving the problems of land use,

UTILITY PIPELINES

There is increasing construction of utilities across

ivate lands. Many landowners are unaware of their

al rights and are seldom informed of a utility route
until land leasing or purchasing has begun. Present
laws, rules and regulations are gned primarily for
safety with little consideration of land conservation| or
for landowners rights, :

We recommend that legislation be enacted to pro-
tect all the rights of landowners, including protection
from land deterioration, vegetation destruction and tile
line and open drain interruption. Regulations are also
needed to require utility companies to file public notice
of impending projects and their routes.

ZONING

County zoning can provide protection against unwise
land use. Comp often come to li after the
dump or junk yard has been established.

It is then too late to provide safeguards which could
be available through county or township z:ni.ng.

County Farm Bureaus, Community Farm Bureaus
and individual members can and should be active in
initiating and supporting efforts to develop acceptable
zoning ordinances,

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION—FARM LABOR

During the year the Workmen's Compensation

w became effective upon farm milliyers. Without a
broad base of experience, the inflexible law became a
financial hardship upon farmers who employ farm
workers and caused a decrease in the number of avail-
able farm jobs.

We recommend that the Michigan Farm Bureau ag-
gressively indicate to the Michigan Insurance Com-
mission, mem the Legislature and the insurance
companies that rating classifications and rules governing

classifications should be realistic and fair to in-
dividual farmers.

FARM LABOR HOUSING

Facilities for housing seasonal farm kers
vided by many fams employess. pm?uﬂnya’é his

1

quirements of state camp licensing law
and the competitive aspects of attracting better work-
ers. The of new n.ndtheimpm\'b-
ment of existing has become an expensive part

RURAL MANPOWER CENTER

mbfund:hmppmtboom'lﬁonofﬁw

Center as a part of of
ture and Natural atMiehmnStatW
sity. We should of&ne!llim

AMERICAN DAIRY ASSOCIATION
Recently many imitation cts ha
oo y y dairy produ ve come
As present fg:;het omnc;ét:‘om indicate that [dniries
are compa we believe dairy farme
i oy Sl e e el
, an
program should be financed.

COMMODITY PROMOTION THROUGH STATE
MARKETING PROGRAMS

Enabling legislation for State Marketing Programs
was enacted into law by the 1965 Mic:]'nig "[ﬁginla-
ture. Funds to support stabt:udde commodity ustry
promotional can collected from producers
through ma.rgeting established by the vote of
the ucers. We believe that each commodity group

d determine for itself whether an escape clause
shall be included in the marketing program for that
commodity.

Direction with Dedication!

RIGHT-TO-MARKET LAWS

With the ever-increasing complexity of modern mar-
keting, it becomes apparent that farmers will be forced
to increase their use of group action such as Coopera-
tives and Marketing Associations. These actions are
sometimes processors through techniques
such as refusal to purchase from gwmbws, threats of
reprisals, and refusals to “recognize” marketing associa-
tions even though a large Yercentage of the growers
a particular commodity belong to an association.

We support state legislation to prevent discrimina-
tion by processors against producers.

MARKETING ASSOCIATION FEE COLLECTION

An increasilk'tg number of i'armersi are iuint}il:;fr co-
operative marketing associations to improve in-
comes and become better informed about marketing.
With the expansion of marketing activities into prev-
jously unorganized commodities MACMA, there is
needy for a system of marketing service fee payment
that will provide adequate and sound financing of the
association.

Although some processors have recognized the value
of marketing services and information provided and
have cooperated with MACMA in the collection of
members’ marketing service fees upon the association’s
and members’ request, other ssors have refuseq
accommodation even though tﬁgroe purchase members'
commodities. A uniform system of collecting marketing
service fees at time of sale could de a simple,
efficient procedure that would benefit the association,
the members and the processors.

We favor legislation requiring processors and other
buyers to deduct marketing service fees from coopera-
tive marketing association members’ receipts upon offi-
cial notification by the association verifying that such
growers are members of the association. These dedue-
tions need to be made promptly and then forwarded to
the association within a reasonable length of time. The
legislation should be similar in principle to the New
York culture and Markets Law in regard to deduc-
tion fof payments to cooperatives.

PAYMENT FOR PRODUCE
We deplore the practice l:?r some independent fruit

and vegetable processors operating on
money ﬁe to delayed payment Eor pro%luce deirivered.
Sometimes this period extends for as long as a year or
more. Growers must pay farm workers immediately
work is performed and are required to pay Ffor
their other costs of uction within a set period of
time along the standards of normal business practices.
We urge the Michigan Legislature to enact legislation
that would require processors who purchase fruits and
vegetables from growers to make full payment within
30 days of the date of purchase unless other provisions
are made by written contract.

PROCESSOR PRICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

At times, fruit and vegetable growers have had to
deliver produce to processors without the benefit of
knowing what price the processor is going to pay and
later find that the prices paid by the processors are
unrealistic. We urge the Michigan Legislature to en-
act legislation that would nauim dfnf:;‘t. ?nd ble
processors to post prices to i ruit -
etables a reasonable length of ti;,::le to the baglnveg-
ning of the delivery date of the ucts for which the
g;ce would a‘lzﬂy. The posted prices should include

e date on ich the prices are effective. If new
prices are subsequently posted which are lower than

the previous prices, the new should not apply to
any product delivered l:nt’n:u'epﬂtll':‘:s poalgngr:f 3'.? )t;e'w

CONTRACT PRICING

Some Michigan processors offer written sales and
production contracts to vegetable and fruit growers
without a stated sales price. Growers wanting to pro-
duce that crop and having no other market outlet are
faced with no other alternative but to sign such a
contract. Organizing these growers into a marketing
association to negotiate a better contract is the desir-
able solution but seems to be extremely difficult in
some areas.

NEW DAIRY PRODUCTS

In order to maintain and expand the market for
dairy products, we recommend the removal of any
legislative barriers that limit the development and mar-
keting of new dairy products and dairy product blends.



portunity to meet and work with non-
Eroups.
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POLICIES
INCLUDE:

SUBSTITUTE MEAT PRODUCTS

The high nutritional level of the 'l‘u-nph of Amoerica
is in no small pat due to the animal origin of moch
of our foudd. These products are provided in abundant
quantities by a healthy animal agricultural industry,

_\1-_111'\' substitute l'll'llll\l("'\ liave been t‘u'\'i'lljlh-il in re-
cent years, While they may be worthy as substitutes.
they should stand on their own merits and not be
foistedd upon the consuming |‘JII}J“I' as the genuine
I‘||'|'111|u‘l. Where they are intended to imitute another
product, they should be libeled “Imitation” and sold
as such,

STATEWIDE MEAT INSPECTION

Act 280 of 1965 authorized a statewide meat in-
spection  program, including  licensing  of  slaughter-
houses. The State Department of Agriculture s to be
highly commended for the elficiency displayed in im-
plementing the legislition and, in so doing. has bheen
able to climinate duplications of effort and combine
other inspection duties to effect not only cconomies but
better protection for the consumer.

Vigorous enforcement has proved the need for state-
wide inspection. In one hi;.’.f\l_\' publicized case alone,
there were at least 17 convictions. However, due to
inadequate funds, about 40 licensed piants are not re-
ceiving the inspection services required by law. This
is an injustice to the plants and public alike, and pre-
vents adequate enforcement of the law.

We recommend that the Legislature appropriate the
necessary funds to fully carry out the requirements of
the meat inspection law.

FOREIGN MARKET EXPANSION

Expansion of forcign markets is vital to Michigan
agriculture. Michigan farmers now depend on forcign

markets for sale of ncarly onc-half of our wheat pre-
duction and one-fourth or more of our normal bean
roduction. Also, significant amowunts of Feed grains.
ivestock and poultry products and fruit and vegetable
products are sold overseas.

Farmers, through their own grain marketing coop-
erative, the M\lichigan Elevator Exchange, are leaders
in the development of overseas markets.

We in Michigan are most fortunate to be in a favor-
able position to expand foreign markets. This is due to
the St. Lawrence Seaway, which permits ocean-going
ships to come to our ports.

We continue to support the development of pro-
grams to increase the export volume of Michigan fann
products,

PART Il — OUR FARM BUREAU

SERVICE TO MEMBER PROGRAMS

The Michigan State University survey of farmer at-
titudes establishes that farmers are most strongly moti-
vated to join a Farm organization through the provi-
sion of tangible economic benefits,. Our Farm Bureau
experience has been that strength of membership hus
benefitted through the offering of some benefits of this
kind in the past.

We feel that it is important for the Michigan Furm
Bureau to promote and develop specific new programs
which will provide services to Farm Burean members
only. We must preserve to the fullest degree possible
those services-to-member benefits which have been es-
tablished by Farm Bureau delegate action in former
years.

LOCAL AFFAIRS

People support best those things which they help
build, County Fann Burean officers and leaders are
therefore urged to provide “building opportunities” {or
members by encournging them to become involved in
the work of Farm Bureau.

An opportunity to serve on an action committee is
welcomed by many members. It allows thein to huild
their organization. Care should be taken by County
Boards to see that many people are involved. New
members should be given committee assignments in
line with their interests.

Once  established, a committee should be given
strong support and gnidance from the county Farm
Burean Board, It should be given important tusks to
do and budget, if needed, to do them. There shonld

regular reports and action deadlines. The commit-
tee should call npon the county Information Comumit-
tee to promote and publicize its work.

Because the strength of Farm Burean springs first
from the strength of its local membership, much of the
work should be done by these members, locally. Tt is
suggested that a “Local Affairs” committee ap-
pointed and made active in each county, with these
committees charged with the responsibility of involving
Farm Burean in local affairs and problems.

This committee shonld study local issues, including

ose of a controversinl nature. It should assist in re-
search work on such things as zoning and ’)I!lldilli{
issues, It should imvolve itself in local voad, school,
ealth, safety and finance matters, It shonld  work
closely with™ the county Information Committee 10
bring such things to public attention.

PUBLIC INFORMATION — UNDERSTANDING

In ssenting  the agricultural industry, _fnmu-rs

must make up in effectiveness what they lack in num-

. They must take the necessary time and effort to

create favorable Emhlic understanding  of their goals
«

and problems, and must take mh-nul:afc- of t'\'t'{y l:ﬂl"d
arm people ¢

FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS —to Mich-
igan Farm Bureau, former coordinator Mrs. Mar-
jorie Karker is presented with a silver tray by
outgoing chairman Mrs. Wm. Scramlin.

County fairs and the State Fairs at Detroit and Es-
canaba, provide such ghpporlunity. We commend coun-
ty Farm Bureaus for their widespread participation in
county fairs, and urge Farm Bureau counties near
metropolitan Detroit to become more active in this

‘State Fair.

We would suggest direct participation in a joint,
manned display, aimed at the consuming public and
keved to the lzeme “Consumer meets Producer.” As in
all Farm Bureau booths, local farmers should be pres-
ent at all times to keep the exhibit attractive and to
meet the public.

We look with favor upon Rural-Urban activities. We
urge that organized effort be made to bring city peo-
ple to these meetings. Guests should be personally in-
vited and brought to the meeting by their farm hosts,
introduced by them and seated with them.

Similar arrangements should be made during Press
Relations dinners, where county Farm Bureau ﬁmd,
bring local newspaper, radio and television people to-
gether for an evening with Farm Bureau.

We are especially grateful to our members who take
of their time and effort to allow city children to wvisit
their farms. This we feel is work of tremendous im-
portance, and vital to the future of farming and Farm
Bureau.

We are pleased by the interest and snp%m-t given by
county Farm Bureaus to the Outstanding Young Farm-
er search sponsored yearly by the Junior Chamber of
Commerce—and ask that this support continue.

We urge all county Farm Bureaus to appoint and
maintain active Information Committees. We encourage
the scope of the Information Committee be broadened
to promote all Farm Bureau activities, with special
emphasis on assuring the success of the Farm Bureau
membership campaign.

THE STRENGTH AND GROWTH OF
MEMBERSHIP

The effectiveness of Farm Bureau depends upon the
size of our membership. The degree to which we are
successful in our legislative efforts, and the financial
well-being of our organization, depend entirely on
numbers of members. Membership strength is essen-
tial if we are to protect our rights of self-determina-
tion in the management of our farm business. If Farm
Bureau is to truly be the voice of the American farm-
er, then a larger majority of the farmers must become
a part of it.

Therefore. we approve the 1968 membership goal
of 53,836 Farm Bureau families in Michigan, and we
urge every County Farm Bureau to accept its allocated
share and work diligently and enthusiastically to quick-
ly reach its goal.

FARM BUREAU WOMEN

The Farm Bureau Women's Committees have repre-
sented a very active phase of our Farm Bureau pro-
gram. and we commend them for this leadership.

We suggest that all County Women’s Commitlee ac-
tivitics be analyzed, using as a guide recommendations
to be made the State Women's Committee as the
result of a study of Farm Bureau Women's activities in
Michigan now being conducted. We also recommend
that efforts be made to include women of Farm Burean
families in activities, projects and programs and that
the Farm Bureau Women continue to relate their ef-
forts to the furthering of the total program of the
Farm Bureau at local, county and state levels.

We wonld appreciate any action on the part of Farm
Burean Women which would aim at strengthening,
reinforcing and vitalizing action programs on the part
of the County Fann Bureaus,

YOUNG FARMERS

We commend county Farm Burean Yomg Fanner
committees for the rapid development and implementa-
tion of the new Young Farmer Program. Dedicated
leadership among young farmers and fann wives is
necessary to our organization, This leadership can only
be developed by a series of rewarding and successful
experiences.

Suggestions to Members!

NEW STATE OFFICERS —for Farm Bureau Wo-—
men are chairman Mrs. Jerold (Maxine) Topliff,
Ingham County, and vice-chairman Mrs. Clare

(Florence) Carpenter, Tuscola County.

We urge continued development and expansion of
Youn% Farmer Programs to enable young farmers to be
actively participating members of Farm Bureau. As a
result of their active participation, they will experience
personal growth and achieve desired aims as Farm Bu-
reau members, farmers and citizens. Effective and
meaningful participation requires that young farmers
become a part of—not apart from Fann Bureau. This
means activation and participation in membership ac-
quisition and maintenance, legislative activities, com-
modity promotion, marketing, local affairs, affiliated
company and other activities of the total Farm Bureau.
These are encouraged by a sound Young Farmer pro-
gram,

We urge young farmers to accept their individual
responsibility to make both agriculture and Farm Bu-
reau even greater in the years ahead.

FARM BUREAU AFFILIATES

Over the years, Farm Bureau has organized business
affiliate companies for the purpose of better serving
agriculture, and particularly Farm Bureau members.

ese companies have red)i'iced the cost of agricul-
tural inputs, increased the returns to members, and
provided other valuable services.

We commend Farm Bureau Services, Farmers Petro-
leum Cooperative, Michigan Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Association, Michigan Agricultural Services
Association and the Farm Bureau Insurance Group for
their accomplishments.

We urge the management and Board of Directors of
these companies to continue to explore new avenues
of service to members and to the agriculture of Michi-
gan. As “it pays to do business with yourself,” we nrge
all Farm Bureau members to patronize their own serv-
ice companics,

FARM BUREAU SUPPLY AFFILIATES

Our affiliate supply companies were created to serve
the needs of farmers. The objective of the companies
is to make farming more profitable for the patrons.

To meet changing conditions in agriculture, chang-
ing supply programs are also needed. The Saginaw

rvice Complex is one of these changes. Tt is a one
stop shopping center for supplying the needs of farm-
ers. A program of volume Sismunts makes it profit-
able for farmers to use this facility.

We are pleased that Farm Bureau Services and
Farmers Petroleum Cooperative have developed pro-
Frams whereby feed, fertilizer, and petrolenm are de-
ivered directly from manufacturing locations to the
farm. This has provided low-cost, economical distribu-
tion of farm supplies.

We urge management and the Board of Directors to
establish additional programs. We ask that the possi-
bility of full snﬁply contracts, for Farm Bureau mem-
bers, be explored.

ACRICULTURAL MARKETING

Agricultural marketing is of great concem to farm-
ers,. We recognize the need to improve our present
marketing methods if we are to receive a more equit-
able net income.

We in Farm Burcau are proud of our efforts in the
area of marketing. With the creation of the Michigan
Agricultural Marketing  Association (MACMA), suc-
cessful marketing programs have been established for
several commodities. We recommend that similar mar-
keting programs be developed for other commodities.

Members are urged to become informed of the work
being done by MACMA. We must recognize that the
services of R(ACMA are available to any eommnda:z
gronp. Producers must express substantial interest
willingness before a marketing program can be de-
ve
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MACMA programs are farmer-controlled. These must
be based on sound economics, selling ucts at_real-
istic prices to the best advantage of the producer.
Marketing information and market expansion are also
necessary parts of such a program.

We ask that marketing be given high priority in
the expanded program of the Michigan Farm Bureau.
This increased emphasis on marketing should be di-
rected towards the expansion of MACMA activities.

FARM BUREAU WHEAT MARKETING PROGRAM

We approve of the idea of farmers being more in-
volved in the market‘.tinz of their own prod%tcts Fat;'::
Bureau’s Wheat Marketing Program is a step in
right direction. il

We commend the efforts of the Michigan Farm Bu-
reau Board of Directors and the participating mem-
bers for organizing and supporting this type of mar-
keting venture.

ORIENTATION OF EMPLOYEES AND AGENTS

The employed representatives of the Michigan Farm
Bureau and all of its affiliated service companies repre-
sent Farm Bureau, in general, when contacting mem-
bers around the state, and the public-at-large.

Uninformed or misinformed employees or agents
may contribute to a poor or weak image of Farm Bu-
reau, either in answers given to questions or statements
made to other people when the information involved
companies other than their own. A lack of information
shows a weak interest on their part toward Farm Bu-

reau generally when inquiries are

We feel that all persons, employees or agents repre-
senting Farm Bureau and all of its affiliates who con-
tact people in the field should be given intensive and
regular orientation regarding philosophy, programs, serv-
ices and operations of the Farm Bureau and all other
affiliates.

Much progress has been made, evidenced by a much
ter degree of co-operation between employees.
owever, since there are many new programs and new
employees there is still needy for continued effort to
improve understanding,

We feel that organization-wide meetings to orient
and enthuse lpgésonnel ﬂl1]=m::mlo:l be i:sror&xdt time and
expense involv companies, and we request
that managers of the Farm Bureau and all affiliated
companies plan to hold joint meetings designed to pre-
sent a :Ell-grounded and united front by all personnel

EMPLOYEE ROUND TABLE MEETINGS

We request Managers of Farm Bureau and all affili-
ate Companies encourage the holding of Round Table
Meetings on a County or Multi-County basis for Coun-
ty Farm Bureau Presidents and Secretaries, Farm Bu-
reau Regional Representatives, Insurance algxmts. Farm-
ers Petroleum Cooperative personnel and Farm Bureau
Service Field Representatives, and others who have re-
sponsibility in the County, including Co-op Managers.
The objective of these meetings should be to familiar-
ize all Farm Bureau employees on philosophy, objec-
tives, services and programs of the total organization.

COMMUNITY GROUPS

In keeping with the declaration of the delegates at
our last annual meeting that advancement an
maintenance of community Farm Bureaus should be a
top priority project, the Michigan Farm Bureau Board
dppointed an advisory committee during 1967, The
committee met several times to study and make rec-
ommendations on the Community Farm Bureau Pro-
gram.

The Community Group Advisory Committee, in mak-
ing final recommendations, supported the following
position: “Community Farm Bureaus continue to
the foundation of Farm Bureau and every effort should
be made to build and improve this important part of
our organization.” Croups will remain active only when
they have a definite purpose for meeting. In order to
immediately move forward in the area of community
groups for the of the total Farm Bureau, we rec-
ommend the following:

1. We must constantly point out and publicize the
objectives of Community Farm Burean Groups.
2. Every Farm Bureau member should be invited
to join or start a community group each year.
3. A short tape recording to supplement discussion
mabegal, sﬁnld be to all groups every
month.

Discussion topics should emphasize information

relative to farm economics.

Any group should be able to obtain additional

discussion topics at any time,

There needs to be a closer working relationship
groups and the county Farm Bureau.

A simplification of group officer structure should

be made for any group that wishes to operate

with fewer officers. -

B, A staff member should be added to the Com-
munity Programs Department in order to spend
more time on statewide community group pro-
motion, conservation and development.

9. County Farm Bureaus should employ group or-
gxizen with budget and staff assistance from

Mioiugan Farm Bureau. =
10. An officer training school should be provi
for community group officers.

A e oA

We commend the Advisory Committee and the Mich-
i Farm Bureau for approving and implementin
ese recommendations. We agree that this action wi
strengthen our Community Group Program and offer
our members a bettér op; ity to icipate effec-
tively in Farm Bureau. This is essential for total Farm
Bureau action. We believe that members are offered a
better ogﬁorhmity to guide and support their Farm

Bureau when they participate in Community Groups.

WE URGE COUNTY FARM BUREAUS SUPPORT
THE ACTION TAKEN ON COMMUNITY GROUPS.
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAM
OUTLINED ABOVE CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED
ONLY THROUGH ACTIVE SUPPORT AND AP-
PROPRIATE ACTION BY COUNTY FARM BU-
REAUS. THE PROMOTION, CONSERVATION,
AND DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUNITY GROUPS
SHOULD BE A TOP PRIORITY PROJECT TO
PROVIDE ADDITIONAL “STRENGTH THROUGH
GROUP ACTION.”

MEMBER RESPONSIBILITY

We have in Farm Bureau a very democratic organ-
ization with the right to participate in making recom-
mendations and decisions. This opportunity to partici-
pate is available to us by attending Community Group
Meetings, County Annual Meetings, and the State An-
nual Meetini.the are pleased that our members take
this responsibility seriously.

We would point out that this right to participate
carries with it the responsibility to support the deci-
sions of the majority. THE PURPOSE OF AN OR-
GANIZATION IS TO BE ORGANIZED! This requires
a sense of organization discipline which can only be
self-imposed by the member,

We encourage our members to discuss, disagree and
recommend changes in the policy when these actions
are approR;'iate. WE ALSO REQUEST THAT MEM-
BERS GIVE ENTHUSIASTIC SUPPORT TO ALL
MATTERS OF FARM BUREAU POLICY AFTER
THEY HAVE BEEN PROPERLY APPROVED,

FUTURE PROGRAMS AND FINANCES
FOR OUR FARM BUREAU

The growth and success of our Farm Bureau has
been due to building programs to serve the needs of
members. Even better, programs mnst be bnilt on this
sound basis so our organization will remain the lead-
ing farm organization.

Our Farm Bureau is a sound financial operation. In
looking ahead, we recognize that added programs will
require additional competent staff. Labor and other
operating costs will continue to rise as long as we are
in this inflationary period. The time to look ahead is
before the need of additional finance has become se-

vere,

We, therefore, request the Michigan Farm Bureau
Board of Di:lectors to appoint a sgecial ls:)?;d{l com-
mittee to study needed and possi terna-
tive methods of mm

WE COMMEND FOR UNSELFISH SERVICE

Many of our fellow farmers are serving agriculture
and our state as members of boards, commissions, com-
mittees and advisory groups on which agricultural rep-
resentation is important to all of us.

Often this service is rendered without any reim-
bursement for time and expenses involved.

Within our own or tion are also many who
ive of their time and talent to make Farm Bureau
ive voice for f .

We commend these people and recognize them for
their unselfish service to agriculture.

CITIZENSHIP

Good citizenship consists of rights and responsibili-
ties. It involves being INFORMED on issues, willinF-
ness to work and courage to act in our two-party poli-
tical system of government and enterprise.

Michigan Farm Bureau will continue local training
and incentive programs to encourage Farm Bureau
people to active in the political party of their
choice. Members should pay particular attention to
voting records of incumbents at both the state and
national level, and should make every effort to support
and elect candidates who will support Farm Bureau
policics;

Members should also make regular contacts with
their Senators and Representatives to inform them
the importance of issues which affect farmers and w?‘F
riculture, and should not fail to thank them, in t-
ing, for support which the Legislators give to agricul-
ture's cause,

Through the years, Farm Burean has provided op-
portunities for members to gain information on citizen-
ship matters. Activities mcfnmas Legislative Seminars,
Meet and Measure the Candidate Meetings, Young
People’s Citizenship and Freedom Confer-
mhawbeenwo[k g our members in-
formed, and should be contin

We urge that activities be conducted at the Michi-
gan Farm Bureau and County Farm Bureau levels to
motivate members to accept their responsibilities as
good citizens.

LEGISLATOR VOTING RECORDS

With our representative form of government, we as
citizens are dependent upon Lg@‘slalors to make laws
for us. These people are elected to r nt us. We
should know how they vote on issues of importance to

In order that we may be better informed on ac-
tions of our Legislators, we ask that the Michigan
Farm News publish their voting record on major issucs
at least once a year.

MICHIGAN FARM BUREAU FLAG

At the annual meeting one year ago, delegates di-
rected that a study be made resulting in the designing
of an official flag tor Michigan Farm Bureau. The reso-
lution further directed that the result of the study be
brought to the delegates at this convention.

We hereby approve the design developed and pre-
sented at I.h;sby co?wention as the official flag of Michigan
Farm Bureau, and urge its procurement and use at ap-

propriate meetings and places.

ANNUAL MEETING DATE

Resolved, that ‘Article VII, Section 1 of the Bylaws
of this corporation_be amended to read as follows:

“Section 1. Annual Meeting. The annual mecting of
this association shall be held during the month of No-
vember of each year, at the offices of the association,
or at such other place as shall be determined by the
board of directors and contained in the announcement
or notice of the meeting, The notice of the mcctinﬁ
shall state the time and place of the meeting, and sha
be mailed to the secretary or president of each County
Farm Bureau unit at least thirty (30) days prior to
the date of such meeting.”

AMENDMENT TO BYLAWS

RESOLVED, that Article VIII, Sections 1 and 2 of
the Bylaws of this corporation shall be amended by
changing the name, wherever it appears, of Michigan
Farm Bureau Young People to Michigan Farm Bureau
Young Farmer Committee,

RESOLVED, that Article VIII, Section 4 of the By-
laws of this corporation shall be amended to read:

“Section 4. Michigan Farm Bureau Young Farmer
Committee. The Michigan Farm Burean Young Fanmer
Committee shall be entitled to nominate one director
to serve on the d of directors of this association.
Prior to the election of directors of this association, the
Chairman of the Michigan Farm Burean Young Farmer
Committee shall be notified, and that committee, in a
manner to be determined by it, shall nominate a di-
rector to represent it on the board of directors of this
association, and shall certify to the secretary of this
association the name of the person so named.”

RESOLVED, that Article VIII, Section 6 of the By-
laws of this corporation shall be amended by changing
the last sentence thereof to read: “A vacancy in the
office of the director designated by the Michigan Farm
Bureau Young Farmer mittee or the Michigan
ti:rga Bureau Women shall be filled by that commit-

RESOLVED, that Article XI of the Bylaws of this
corporation shall be amended to read:

ARTICLE XI

Michigan Farm Bureau Young Farmer Program

"Th_is association shall encourage and assist in the
organization and formation of a Michigan Farm Bureau
Young Farmer Program. The purpose of the Michigan
Farm Bureau Ymmf Farmer Program is to provide op-
portunities for leadership development, education and
to enable young farmers to be active, Farticipating
members of Michigan Farm Burean. The Board of Di-
rectors of this association shall have full and direct
responsibility for activating and developing the Michi-
gan Farm Bureau Young Farmer Program and appoint-
ing a State Young Farmer Committee. The Board of
Directors shall also have the power to appropriate and
handle funds for the purpose of financing activities of
the Michigan Farm Bureau Young Farmer Committee,
the necessary powers to conduct its activities, rendering
reasonable assistance to the mem of the committee
to foster growth and development of the progrum.”

AMENDMENT TO BYLAWS — MACOMB
COUNTY TRANSFER

Resolved, that we believe that effective membership
wrhcipatim is essential for total Farm Bureau action.

e believe that the members of the Macomb County
Farm Bureau, as part of District 3, are greatly limited
in their ability to get to meetings in the central part
of the District. Geographic location makes this a very
difficult trip. The Macomb County Farm Bureau has
been a part of District 3 for the entire period since
organization. We have appreciated being a part of this
district and thankful for the fine associations that we
have established; however, conditions have changed,
urban ents have created a division in the

district. Ge hi ditions i
mnsiderd&f?g.cmn make it advisable to

Resolved, that Article VIII, Section 3 of the bylaws
of this corporation amen by removing Mlzycmnb
County from District 3 and placing it in District 6.

STATUS OF PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS

Tions, including those ed at this ual meeting.

All other mofuﬁans stllt be gmedat‘;nbave

o ﬁndmtiftar a:h the Board ofolDirecturs miy sp i
su prior ution provi

bemfwacﬁonon:cmmtr?mbh:. e
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Deluxe %" Variable Speed Electric Drill

Trigger switch from O to 1100 RPM locks ot full 95
speed, features ic safety rel Power?

Mighty Stallion 7" Circular Saw

Jom paocked with the fealures found in saws priced Ba
twice as much! Compare! 2 4 horse motor. All ball
and needle bearings. Up front controls. Precision

depth ond angle adjustments. Removable outboard
shoe, Perfectly balanced for safety and control.

4.5peed Half-inch Rev.rsbh All Drill

Heavy duty, quick-change-artist thot drills through %
steel, concrete, ANYTHING | Flick o switch and you

To boot! Tough 3.2 amp. high torque motor. This
cool cucumber boasts welded armature, too. Extra
balonce with auxiliary machine-gun-grip.

go from high to low speed. Click ogain and gears
shift for heavier load. Once again and drill reverses
thrust. Features tough Y2 horse & amp. motor.

MODEL 821
184 not included!

MODEL 950

B4 net included]

MODEL 1000

AND YOU’'VE
GOT IT MADE!

e WEN makes power tools for any chore! 3
» WEN makes power tools guaranteed to do a better job!
e WEN makes power tools with twice as many features...

AT SAVINGS FROM 41022 TO #4022}

This Christmas discover just how much more you  wide variety of quality WEN POWER TOOLS
get with WEN POWER TOOLS. Discover that  to choose from. One for every purpose (and some
any man who's WEN equipped is ready to build,  that lead a double life) at a price to fit any budget.
make, and repair anything! Best of all, there'sa  And all WEN tools are U.L.—industrially rated!

Remember...Just Say WEN and He's Got It.Made!

Perfect for Trimming
Large Hedges and
Pruning Trees

V> Horse All Saw with 1! 7 Cutting Blades
Now make like @ pro. Cut through pipe, logs, ANY- 88
THING | Versatile ALL SAW cuts on angle, curve, or

straight line. Powerful 42 horse motor delivers 3400

— 17 strokes per minute. Hondles ony tough cus-
tomer. Includes rip fence with circle guide, 7 blades.

2-Speed 7-inch Sander/Polisher Combo
Like getting two tools for the price of one, 3400 s 88
RPM sander offers super fast results on Alcors, boots,

walls. Flip the switch and 1800 RPM polisher maokes

short work of auto wox job in just minutes. Powered
by souped up Y2 horse, burnout-proof motor.

MODEL 909 MODEL 940

Professional Electric Hand Plane
With Souped-Up Y Horse Motor
Perfectly balonced prechion s m

tool for “pro™ resuit. Full 16° 34
shoe. 2 14" cutter width. 14,500
RP.M. cutter speed. Medsl 930

Straight Line Electric Sander
Vibration-freel Compact!

7200 kindly W strokes per s 64
jebs. Venotile tool has sturdy,
burnout-proof maotor.

FARM _BYREAU
WM

Inc.
LANSING, MICHIGAN

Goof-Proof Soldering All Gun Kit
Fast-Firing! . . . Heavy-Duty!

Firs) choice of the pros. 3 inter-

changecble tips make it 3. 512 77

gumi-in-one. 25 10 450 watt

heat ronge. Lash o lifetime,  Complate Kit
Madel 430 K4

Goof-Proof Soldering Gun Kit
With Custom-Fitted Cose

Comes with two interchange- sg 5]

Goof-Proof Soldering Pistol
With Automatic Brain

Delivers from 25 to 100 wath s4 40

able tips. 25 to 200 wotts of

heat power, Fealures fost Irig-

ger switch for instant heat.  Complate Kit
Modei T7IK-5

of heat power. Features work
spatlight, trigger switch, and
comfortable phtol grip. Model 75

MRARRRRARARK,
GUARANTEE %  puowri i it i

All Wen Products are guoranteed Farm Bureau Services dealers.

for ONE FULL YEAR against any de-
fects in materials or workmanship.

AGBBISYYYYIIR

4000 N. GRAND RIVER
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action opportunity KEEPING AHEAD WITH FARM RECORDS
for cherry growers "

Producers of Michigan’s important Red Tart cherry crop can
look forward to effective marketing help in 1968 — through
the aggressive Cherry Division of the Michigan Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Association — MACMA.

A two-phase membership agreement has been drawn, and
offered to producers in a membership drive launched at the
annual Grand Rapids “Hort” show, December 5-6-7. The drive
will be broadened through individual sign-up effort in each
cherry producing county of the state during the week of De-
cember 11.

Interest remains higch in building a strong grower organiza-
tion to influence prices and to represent growers in the market-
place, with much of the support coming from county Farm
Bureaus in the cherry producing areas.

During late winter and early spring of 1967, a number of
these county groups made formal request to the Michigan
Farm Bureau, asking that the state organization make a com-
plete study of the red tart cherry marketing situation. The
study was made with the help of county Cherry Advisory Com-
mittees, which were given the assignment of surfacing growers’
marketing problems and asking growers’ opinions of how best
to solve these problems.

Specifically, they were asked if growers believed their
marketing problems could be solved by group action, and if
growers were willing to support and pay for such marketing
activity through Michigan Farm Bureau’s marketing affiliate —
MACMA.

The chairmen of those county committees were appointed
to a state-wide red tart cherry advisory committee, and in early
June were called together to review the results of the county
studies.

Out of this meeting came recommendations setting the stage
for the formal organization of the MACMA Red Tart Cherry
Division. The state advisory committee was installed on an
interim basis as the cherry marketing committee, and began
work at once on a market analysis, information and price-leader-
ship program.

Since this year’s cherry harvest, the committee has worked on
a similar program for the coming crop year, including the offer
of a 2-phase membership agreement which carries with it a
maximum grower fee of one per cent of cherry sales. Initial
work will be in extensive market analysis and information pro-
gram including direct contacts with processors to establish
realistic prices.

Phase-two is a sales-agent clause, making MACMA exclusive
sales agent for members’ cherries. There is no intention to
activate this clause for 1968, but the committee felt it vital for
future marketing programs.

"a few minutes
each month..."”

Ray Launstein of rural William-
ston, is a firm believer in keeping
good farm records.

The immediate past chairman
of the state Young Farmers Com-
mittee, and former member of
the Michigan Farm Bureau board
of directors, Ray says that “you
can't run today’s high-volume,
high-cash farm operation with
yesterday's kind of accounting
system . . ."

He is a strong supporter of
Farm Bureau’s new accounting
service, which he feels keeps him
in close touch with today’s high
farm costs without having to
spend a lot of time trying to keep
involved records when he is pres-
sed to keep up with farm work.

“With this system, my wife
and I can spend a few minutes
each month filling out some rela-
tively simple forms, to get back
an up-to-date summary which
keeps me well ahead of the game,”
Ray says.

He and his father (Alpin, a
past president of the Ingham
county Farm Bureau) are partners
in a grain and cattle-feeding
operation south of Williamston.

Ray and his wife, Janet, are
among 56 Michigan families cur-
rently using the Farm Bureau
record-keeping system on a pilot
basis. They are part of a group
of more than 1,000 farmers in six
midwest states enrolled in the
same record keeping project
through Farm Bureau.

Two types of accounting serv-
ice are offered . . . with Program
1 providing farm income-tax ac-
counting, at a $45.00 yearly cost.
Program 11 also includes a limited
farm analysis service, Both re-
quire periodic submission of forms
listing sales and expenses.

County Farm Bureau offices
have detailed information.

RAY AND JAN LAUNSTEIN — prepare periodic reports of ex-
penses and sales for submission to their Farm Bureau account-
ing service. The entire system is housed in the two files held by
Jan, and the two pads of forms in front of Ray. The system’s
simplicity is part of its appeal.

MECHANIZED FEEDERS — on the Launstein farm, are shown by
Ray to Al Almy of Farm Bureau’s Market-Development Division.
This investment enables the Launsteins to operate more effi-
ciently. Time and money management are important to them.

one word_.
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13 RENT

ONE YEAR of Farm Bureau support for
vour interests in Washington and Lansing.
Join today. Call your county Farm Burean

ENGLISH SHEPHERD PUPS from our
own stock dogs $20. Femis Bradley,
Springport, Michigan 49284.

(12-1t-14p) 6 office. (12-1t-21p)
II:OR SALme[m' r.rc]:] Eng!is'h S]!(w;g;cld
uppies. G watch and stoc ",
Available after November 15. Lester 14 FOR SAI‘E
Evitts, Vestaburg, Michigan 48891. Phone
268-2349. Montcalm County. (11-2t-25p) 1982 GMC TRUCK. 18 Grain rack.
Good condition. Call Ovid 834-2440.

Wendall McCreery after 5:00.
(12-1t-15b) 14

8 FARM EQUIPMENT

FARROWING STALLS — Complete —
$24.95. Dealership available, Free Liter-
ature., Dolly Enterprises, 219 Main, Col-
chester, Illinois 62326, (11-¢§-15b) 8

20 LIVESTOCK

HEREFORD BULLS—pure bred herd
sires. Ready for service. Also, registered
heifers and calfs. Egypt Valley Hereford
Farm, 8611 KEnapp St., Ada, Michigan,
Phone OR 6 1090. (Kent Count?)
(11-¢£-25b) 20

NEW POWER HITCH — You can hitch
yourself to new power in agricultural af-
fairs by joining Farm Bureau. Call your
county Farm Bureau office.  (12-1t-23p)

FOR SALE: 25 LARCE HOLSTEIN
HEIFERS, due base months; vaccinated,
from good herd. Will trade for open
heifers, Telephone MO 9-8226. Ed Tanis,
R#1, Jenison, Michigan 49428,

(Ottawa County) (5-2t-25b) 20

CALF CREEP FEEDERS — 30 bushel
capacity $88.50. Dealerships available.
Free Literature. Duolly Ente , 218
Main, Colchester, Ilinois 623286,

(11-tf-18b) 8

3 A T 3y st - Al e
20 LIVESTOCK 26 OULTR 34 WANTED

FOR SALE: 50 bred ewes, 25 ewe lambs, DAY OLD OR STARTED PULLETS— RARE 1909-VDB CENT $1. 3 19555
15 ram lambs, 10 bhreeds, all recistered. The DeKalb profit llet. Accepted *ali ia © " -
Fm|:| Michigan’s best flocks. 33rd An- the ‘m:n W\lerlnn:nfnr high eel;:gl by Cents 81. California Souvenir Gold Dol

nual Sale. Livestock Pavilion, East Lan-
sing. 12:00 noon, Saturday, December 30,
10% discount to bonafide 4-H and F.F.A.
members., Write for catalog: Michigan
Sheep Breeders Ass'n., 105 Anthony Hall,
East Lansing, Michigan 48823,
(12-1t-53h)

A CLEAN-UP CATTLE SALE will be
held at the stock-yards in Linroln. Mich-
igan on Thursday, December 7. We are
expecting a number of light-weight feeder
alves at this sale. (12-1t-28p) 20

TAKE STOCK of the farmer’s problems in
Washington and Lansing today. Then join
Farm Bureau to fence these problems in.
Call your county Farm Burean office,
(12-1¢-26p)

22 NURSERY STOCK

STARK BRO'S
LOG FREE!

ALL NEW 1968 CATA-
Spectacular full-color dis-
play of Giant-size Apples, Peaches, Nec-
tarines (Fuzzless Peaches), Pears, Cherries,
Apricots, Plums from DWARF, Semi-
Dwarf, Standard Size trees. Ormamentals,
Roses, etc, GUARANTEED. STARK,
Dept. 30508, Louisiana, Missouri 83353,
(12-4¢-39b) 22

lars 8$1.50, Half 75¢. Old Silver Dollars
s1 Free Price lists. Edel's, Carlyle,

duction, superior egg quality, greater m 08,
Ilinois 62231, (11-2t-25p) 34

efficiency. If you keep records, you'll
keep DeKalbs, Write for prices and
catalog. KLAGER HATCHERIES, Bridge-
water, Michigan. Telephones: Saline HAzel
9-T087, Manchester GArden B8-3034
{ Washtenaw Countv) (tf-46b) 26

FAMOUS SHAVER STARCROSS START-
ED PULLETS. Top rated layer by
U.S.D.A. — 1964 through 1968, Delivered
to vour farm in clean equipment. We have
pullets available every month, May be
seen by appointment. MacPherson Hatch-
ery, Route 23, lonia, Michignn 45846.
Phone 527-0860. (6-tf-36h) 26

KLAGER’S DEKALB FROFIT PULLETS
— Order your started pullets that have
heen raised on a en growing gram,
The growing birds are impecte«f weekly
by trained staff, vaccinated, debeaked and
delivered by us in clean crates. 1If vou
keen records. vou will keen KLAGER DE-
LA‘LRS,hﬁL}?GER ¥A|:'(;};IERIES. Bridge-
water, chizan. Te nes: -
TO87 and 313 428-303%. 0 oy

WANTED: John Deere No. 4 mowing
machine, any condition, for parts. Please
write to: Kass, 13510 Homing Road,
Brooklyn, Michigan 49230.

(12-1¢e-25p) 34

AMESWAY LITTER CARRIER track and
angers. Ferris Bradley, Springport, Mich-
igan 49284, 12-1t-11p) 34

36 MISCELLANEOUS

“ZIPCODE DIRECTORY™ — (All 35,000
Postoffices): $1.00 MAILMART, Carroll-
ton 72, Kentucky 41008.  (3-tf-11b) 14

ILLUSTRATED WHOLESALE CATA-
LOC, IMPORTED MERCHANDISE, 25¢!
Sample item included! Im;’oﬂi. 2508
West Lloyd, Pensacola, Florida 32505.
(11-2t-16p) 36

(Washtenaw County) (9-tf-50b) 26 R T
NIGHTCRAWLERS AND RED WRIG-
34 A GLERS, “B & W" Wom h, Route
w NTED #1, Stele, Missouri B3877. Phone 695-
FULL OR PART-TIME. Couples or in- 4984, Code 314, (12-1t-14p) 36

dividuals for local sales work. After short
training _hnw.- working for you,
Write: Suburban Sales, 28957 Smith, Ink-
ster, Michigan 48141, (10-4t-26p) 35

CUSTOM PLOWING —in the field of
lezislative action for farmers, employ your
efforts through Farm Bureau. Join now.
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Forest Westfall, of Route 2, Marcelius, =
Michigan, a well-known hog farmer Sa ys -

“WE FARROW ABOUT 150 SOWS

PER YEAR, AND MARKET SOME

1000-1200 HEAD PER YEAR ON
THE FARM BUREAU HOG PROGRAM™

“We have been using the Farm Bureau Hog Program for many years and
have had good results. We start our pigs on Faro-Ettes, then on to Creep-
Ettes, and then we use our home-grown grains and Porkmaker, mixed ac-
cording to the recommended feeding program. We farrow about 150
sows per year, and market about 1,000 to 1,200 head per year on the
Farm Bureau program.”

5

; IMPROVED PRACTICES INCREASE
PORK PRODUCTION BY 50 PER CENT!

The time required to produce finished market hogs has been cut almost in
half, and the pork produced per unit of grain has increased 50 per cent
in recent years because of improved production practices. Just as discov-
eries such as vitamins, antibiotics and growth factors have added to pro-
duction improvement, the importance of other proved practices, like
feeding adequate quality and quantity of protein, has not diminished.
These factors, combined with improved housing, equipment and efficient
feeding, make for a successful hog business. This is use of knowledge and

FARIM _BUREAU
Copoices

4000 N. GRAND RIVER LANSING, MICHIGAN

* Write for our new management booklet y
entitled, “SUCCESSFUL HOG PRQDUCT ION




EIGHTEEN December 1, 1967 MICHIGAN FARM NEWS

IR R R R X R R R R R IIRHH KRNI RHHKY
oo0o0sass QR NN KK O HR IR R R R R RIRELEK

:

508

0

o ; 0,9, 9.0.0.0.0.0.0.90

KX 2SSO SIS H U AKX R KKK

odol0tetetetetetetetoetesoseretetoce ecatoreleleter

::311 O R R R R R R RS ERREIRRRRRK

ogent

00048,

B

&

50000
.E.‘:‘ :‘:::.:.:.:::%."“ e P %006 %00 %000 ¥ 200000 900000 P TV ¥ 0 10,00, 0. 6.0, 00,0, 0.0 0 0 5 0. E 0 9.0 600
, $20.0.00°0, 08,8 0 06 000 XXX
50K XSESEREREIEIIRIAH AR HIRIH R A
oo OO0 000 P90 PR 00 P Te %t tele %% et te ot ototetato osotetadelotsocs

o2e%e"

2 0 “Oh wad some power the giftie gie us . . . to see oursels as others
;\ TS e et see us! It wad frae monie a blunder free us. . . . An’ foolish notion.”
&% d 670 :bo’q.‘coooooogo

G R I RRIEL
SRR OO

legislative agents or “lobbyists”. Only the Farm
Bureau has full-time representation there, with three
full-time “legislative counsels” working with Legis-
lators. The Grange has one part-time agent.

Full-time representation is essential to keep up
with issues affecting farmers, not only in the Legis-
Jature, but also in the many governmental depart-
ments and agencies that affect farmers and
agriculture.

On many issues of interest to farmers, Farm Bu-
reau is the only organization present representing
them.

This is true in other areas outside the Legislature.
The Japanese beetle controversy in Grand Rapids is
an example where Farm Bureau was the only farmer-
organization of any type to appear on behalf of
farmers and the State Department of Agriculture.
This was a significant court case aimed at preventing
the Department from carrying out spraying opera-
tions in Berrien county to stop an outbreak of
Japanese beetle. (See story on Page 4.)

By STEVE VAN SLYKE, Director,
Education & Research

points. Is it fair to “average” viewpoints of nearly
two million equally with views of 200,0007 Or 20,000
—or at the logical end —two? How do you do
this if you don’t even know the size of the organiza-
tion, or how or by whom its policies were developed?

What is the make-up of the membership —is it a
broad general cross-section of farmers across the
United States, or is the membership located primarily
in one region or in one commodity area? Is it truly
“national” — is it truly ‘general”? Are the policies
of the organization developed by the farmer-mem-
bers, or are they only viewpoints of a small group
in the organization’s leadership?

There is also the question of principle — does lead-
ership of an organization have the right to compro-
mise policies adopted by members? The legislative
power of an organization lies not in its leadership
but in the members and if they do not recognize
and support their policies, then the organization has
little strength.

On the legislative level in Michican, the official

One of the greatest puzzles to many people out-
side of agriculture —and for that matter, to some
inside —is apparent inability of farmers to “get
together” on issues.

Many people question why it is that the three or
four “national” and “general” farm organizations
can’t come to a meeting of the minds about basic
programs in agriculture, particularly as they apply
to actions of government. This is also complicated
by the many “commodity” based organizations.

Included in the rather broad category of “national”
and “general” farm organizations are the National
Grange, the National Farmers’ Union, the American
Farm Bureau Federation, and to an extent, the Na-
tional Farmers’ Organization.

To get a better understanding of some of the
problems involved in trying to “get farmers together”,
we have made some comparisons of the four organi-
zations which are included on this page.

Size of organization can be a problem in trying
to work out compromises between varying view-

registration list for the 1967 Legislature shows that
only Farm Bureau and the Grange has registered

NEXT MONTH: Taxation of Farm Land

COMPARISON - FARM BUREAU

GRANGE

FARMERS’ UNION

N.F.O.

In excess of 1,700,000 families
(No Farm Bureau in Alaska.)
Over 2,750 organized County
Farm Bureaus in the U.S.

Membership Size

Approximately 200,000 fami-
lies located in some 25 states,
primarily east of the Missis-
sippi.

Approximately 200,000 fami-
lies located mainly in the
Southwest and Plains States.

Membership not reported, say-
ing “Our secret membership is
our secret strength.” Located
in portions of several states in
the Midwest.

The American Farm Bureau
Federation came into being in
1919, but “Farm Bureau” as
such had already been in exis-
tence for several years. Farm-
ers clubs and even county
“farm bureaus” began to form
in the early 1900’s. Since then,
the organization has grown to
be the largest of all farm or-
ganizations, and continues to

Organization
History

Oldest of today's farm organi-
zations, the “National Grange
of the Patrons of Husbandry”
was organized in 1867 by Oli-
ver H. Kelley and six of his
fellow clerks in the office of
the Commissioner of Agricul-
ture in Washington, D.C., as
a secret and fraternal agricul-
tural society. Membership in
the early years skyrocketed,
fell, then settled down to grad-
ual growth until recent years
when a slow decline began.

The “Farmers’ Educational and
Cooperative Union of Amer-
ica”, more commonly known
as the “Farmers’ Union”, was
organized in 1902 in Rains
County, Texas, by Newt Gres-
hem, an itinerant printer and
former organizer for the old
Farmers' Alliance. Basically a
cooperative movement, the
Farmers' Union spread grad-
ually and today has' strength
primarily in Southwestern and
Plains states.

Newest of the “general” farm
organizations is the “National
Farmers’ Organization”. Be-
cause membership in the or-
ganization is secret, some have
questioned whether or not it in
fact is a “general” farm organi-
zation, or a “national” organi-
zation. First activity came in
1955 at a Corning, Iowa, farm
auction when Jay Loghry, a
feed and seed salesman, out-
lined plans for a “new, militant,
farm organization.”

Polity- development begins
with ‘the individual member,
many. times working through
ty commodity committees, policy
development committees, etc.,
with individual farmers decid-
ing the things they want or
"don’t want done. This is the

Policy
Development

Policy development processes
of the Grange are along the
same basic lines as Farm Bu-
reau, although not nearly as
detailed and as a result, not
as many members are involved
in the process. Prime policy
development activities appear
to be during state conventions.

Farmers’ Union policy develop-
ment processes are similar in
design to those of Farm Bu-
reau, although not as elaborate,
and in most areas, they do not
emphasize member involve-
ment to the extent that Farm
Bureau does.

The working structure of the
NFO does not lend itself to
development of policy of the
type normally expected from
the other three organizations.
NFO is structured primarily
along commodity lines and in
areas of bargaining, with the
national board directing these

source of ‘“‘Grass-Roots” operations.
strength of Farm Bureau.
(How they stood on some specific issues)
Protecting Farmers on Legisla- | r i ;
tive Reapportionment. ! YES YES YES YES
Keeping Section 14 (b) (Right- | _ B
to-work) in Taft-Hartley Act SRE L _. YES YES No (?)
Government Supply Manage- | . : p
ment for Agriculture NO : i | Yes Yes Yes
Compensatory Payments (Bran- i y i ( certain
nan Plan) for Agriculture : NO Yes & NO ., oqucts) Yes Yes
Putting Government in “crop | =
insurance” business SRS NO Yes Yes (?)
Placing Agriculture under Min-
imum Wage NO Yes Yes Yes
Prevent grain dumping by g S !
Commodity Credit et YES L No YES No
International Commodity Sia ' '
Agreements (politics a part NO T Yes Yes (?)
of price) b s i
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Michigan Farm Bureau President Elton R. Smith and Mrs.
Smith were among the first to purchase debentures to
finance this new feed plant from Cliffton Morrill, Securities
Sales Representative.

This advertisement is neither an offer to _sell nor
a solicitation to buy any of these securities. The
offering is made only by the prospectus.

FARM BUREAU SERVICES, INC.

INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITY

OFFERED
TO ALL FARMERS
AND THE PUBLIC-

i 1 \»-,\r ', S“’E\':?F

_°~w‘x\r "

Architect’s Rendering of Southwest Michigan Feed Plant

As part of a long-term expansion program, and to better serve
Michigan farmers with high-quality made-in-Michigan feed products,
Farm Bureau Services, Inc., announces the spring-time, 1968 con-
struction of the state’s most up-to-date feed milling and formulating
center. i

This million-dollar plant will be financed by public sale of 6%
interest-bearing, 15-year maturity Farm Bureau Services, Inc.
debentures, now offered. Interest will be paid from purchase date
annually on September 1.

Advantages of this sound investment opportunity (backed by
Farm Bureau organizational know-how)—include the solid satis-
faction of helping build another much-needed cooperative produc-
tion and service center for Michigan farmers.

=------.-------------.

=

B For a copy of the prospectus and a call by 2 |

[ registered salesman, complete and mail to: P

To learn how you | FARM BUREAU SERVICES, INC. 5

can fit into this B Securities Promotion Department i

financing picture, B P.0. Box 960, Lansing, Michigan Il

fill out and mail this B [}
investment-oppor-

: B Rosa: R.F.D.§ &

tunity coupon. i B

. City: Phone: .

B NO OBLIGATION 121 B8

EETEL LR LR ST R A ]

>

\ FARM BUREAU
ohelcod

Inc.
4000 N. GRAND RIVER LANSING, MICHIGAN
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- THIS MAY NOT BE

- THE MOST

- EXCITING ;
CHRISTMAS
GIFT...

el

BUT IT WILL BE THE MOST TREASURED !

... are laughter, snow, wide eyes, prayer, tinsel and gifts. Children are charmed
and entertained . . . by new clothes, ray guns, ringing red fire engines, laughing
dolls and speedy bicycles . . . for hours, days, possibly a year or two. But soon . . .
clothes and toys alike are worn or outgrown. Last year’s Christmas gift eventu-
ally finds its way to the incinerator. Your gift is forgotten.

... can last a lifetime through insurance at Christmas. A life insurance policy
doesn’t make noise, look pretty nor entertain. It protects . .. for life. Your child
or grandchild will hardly notice that oblong, bow-wrapped piece of paper...now.
But through many future Christmas days, your generosity and foresight will be
remembered, appreciated and loved.

BE SANTA CLAUS FOR LIFE... :
Tnsanance at Clniotmas

FARM BUREAU
INSURANCE
GROUP

Farm Bureau Mutual - Farm Bureau Life - Community Service, LANSING
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