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THE FARMING FUTURE-may well be shaped by such youths
as Norman Veliquette, this year's winner of the Michigan Farm
Bureau Women's scholarship. In this artist's conception, leader-
ship qualities are emphasized-the farm scene for his dairy
background, Beaumont Tower for studies at Michigan State
University, "Christ of the Andes" for his participation in the
International Farm Youth Exchange to Brazil-and the Amer-
ican flag symbolizing citizenship activities. Norman is the eld-
est of 11 children of Mr. and Mrs. Beverly Veliquette, Antrim
County Farm Bureau members. His father is former county
president. Another outstanding youth, Gerald A. Caron, Es-
canaba, has recently been awarded a similar MSU scholarship
by the Michigan Farm Bureau. Each year, the Michigan Farm
Bureau offers several scholarships to such worthy young people .
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President's Column

The Administration's propaganda campaign
to pin the blame for inflation on the farmer
continued full-blast through June. No let up
in releases to the press and the broadcast sta-
tions. "ft.1. ore wool over the public eyes.

It is an election year. Fair means or foul
are being used to get the monkey of inflation
off the Administration's back - and farmers
have a weak vote.

So there is a good place for the monkey.
Farmers need to help the public ask a ques-

tion. vVhat kind of men wiII jump on a weak
group when it is down? And if it is down, how
can it be so powerful as to create inflation?

Government regulations have been insisting
that broadcast media give the public "both sides
of an issue." It appears that this rule does not
apply to the pronouncements of certain poli-
ticians. Real fairness would assure farmers
"equal time" in the forum of public opinion.
But farmers would have to pit their resources
and influence, against that of the all-powerful
government.

The job is left up to us, as farmers, to get
the truth to the American people - and we
had better give the job both barrels, well aimed.
Thousands of us should be writing letters to
the editors, both press and broadcast. We
shouldn't do it just to yell "foul!" The facts are
on our side. We should spread them far, fast
and frequently. What are the facts?

Today's consumer is spending only about 19~
of his income dollar for food, and that includes
,a lot of new built-in preparations. He used, to
spend as much as 25~ to 30~. It bids fair to
go to less than 19~. The government helps con-
sumers to get dollars. That help gets votes.
There are even "free dollars" for some.

There has been no protest by the Administra-
tion over the tremendous increases in wage con-
tracts - increases that wiII soon add $2.23 an
hour to the pockets of construction workers. No
accusation of inflation is leveled in that direc-
tion. But what about food costs?

Look at the USDA's «~1.arket Basket." It is
what the average urban family buys from u.s.
farms. It has risen only 17% since 1947-49. But
the farm value of that same amount of food has
dropped 71f4% in the same time. So, except
for political reasons, why pick out food and
farmers to be the whipping boy?

Farmers know that their incomes, gross or
net, have not kept pace with inflation, itself.
The Administration knows it, too. The VSDA
calculates the figures! They know that the
costs of production on U.S. farms has risen
by $4.1 billion since 1960. They can study
their own figures to see that farm costs have
gone up 28% since 1947:-49. They can also
check to find that farm prices have been only
75% to 82% of parity in 1965-66. They know,
too, that this means that farmers are below the
average in purchasing power. They know that
farmers have been the hardest hit by inflation.

But they choose to overlook all these facts.
They must cover up other facts.

Since 1947-49,government spending has risen
173%. It has gone up from $76.5 billion in 1960
to an estimated $112.5 billion for 1967. The
budget has been overspent every year since
1960. Deficits have run as high as $8.2 billion.
But the government must fill in for the deficits.
So it prints more money and spends them in
the economy.

Has any government spokesman given this
side of the issue to the public? On whose back
is the monkey really riding? 'Ve must give the
public a look behind the scenes.

There is another thing which we farmers
should do. Senator McGovern has introduced
a resolution (Senate Concurrent Hesolution 88)
which calls on the Administration to stop using
the agricultural laws to prevent farm prices
from reaching parity.

Everyone of us shotlld write to our Senators
and Representatives in support of this resolu-
tion. \Vhen you come right down to it, the
dumping of farm commodities on the market
to lou;er farm prices is cut from the same piece
of cloth as the inflation issue.
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More than one Michi~an fanner has been knocked out
of the picture by a bull.

Usuallv it is a tame bull that does the damage. Or,
even if th~ owner suspects the animal of a latent streak of
viciousness, one unguarded moment is enough.

One man was saved by teamwork between a mongrel
dog and the sharp eye of his wife who heard the frenzied
dog's barking and looked out the kitchen window to see
the bull pinning her husband against a pasture hummock.

The dog's nipping at the bull's heels caused the great
head to momentarily 'swing to\:\,'ard his .tormentor. By
that time, the wife had loaded the 22 rifle and neatly put
a bullet through the bull's eye.

The furrows plowed by the farmer's body in soft pas-
ture ground as the bull shoved him uphill, along with the
pressure-burst seams of his new denim work pants, were
mute testimony of t;he tremendous force the animal
exerted.

Fortunately, other than badly ruptured leg muscles, the
farmer was not too severely injured - thanks to a loyal
dog and a woman's rare sharp-shooting ability. Not all
farmers are so lucky.

Last year in Michigan, a «tame" cow went beserk when
her newborn calf was moved and (she thought) threatened.
The results were tragic.

National Farm Safety Week, July 24-30, will again
emphasize the fact that accidents - all accidents - are
caused and therefore can be prevented.

Obviously, if we can chante, remove or control the
human and environmental accident factors, we can greatly
reduce accidents. National Farm Safety Week is dedi-
cated to this fact.

Fanners have it in their own direct personal interests
to take safety seriously, everywhere, all of the time.

M.W.

Ring Out The
Freedom Bells

TWO
Editorial

For years following the signing of the Dec-
laration of Independence, the bells of freedom
pealed across the land on the 4th of July. Not
until the Civil \Var did the banging of fire-
crackers drown out the bells and cause the
American people to forget them.

In 1963, Eric Sloane, a writer on American
customs, appealed to the nation to restore the
bells to their historic role. The Liberty Bell
sent the first notes of freedom to the American
people. Its voice is silenced. But let other
bells pick lip the message and proclaim liberty
throllghollt the land!

Pre~ident Kennedy enthusiastically supported
this proposal, and since 1963, bells have pealed
forth at 2 p.m., Eastern daylight time in many
American communities. The practice is spread-
ing. ~'fany radio stations have broadcast the
bells followed by a reading of the Declaration
of Independence.

The Farm Bureau applauds this rebirth of a
national symbol. It appeals to everyone con-
cerned to make this practice bring forth Ua new
birth of freedom" in the hearts of our people.

Let those bells ring out more than sweet
and startling music, and more than a signal of
a mere anniversary day! Let our citizens be
reminded that tnle freedom means the fullest
opportunity for individuals - the best guar-
antee that our free government can give to us.

Let those bells declare that freedom endures
only in a land where citizens assume their civic
and personal responsibilities toward the affairs
of their country and their communities.

Let those bells remind us that we should
"ask not u;hat aliI' country may do for us, but
rather ask what we may do for our country."
Let them remind us that our responsibility to
our fellow men and to our nation must rest
upon an abiding loyalty of heart and a full
respect for the rights of all citizens even as we
assume those rights for ourselves.

Let them declare to tiS that human rights
cannot be guaranteed to anyone, but must be
earned by responsible action on the part of
those who enjoy those rights.

Let them revive our vision to see that char-
itable action is born in the sincere sympathy of
the human heart and that it is no longer char-
itable if it must be forced upon us by the
power of government. Let them ring forth the
tnlth of the Golden Rule.

\Ve appeal that the ringing of these freedom
bells shall always mean protection from the
tyranny of government, however established.

~1ay they restore our recognition that our
U.S. Constitution was born from a long struggle
to escape the tyrannies which oppressed man-
kind, and that the protections written into it
were not simply molded for a certain age, but
for the eternity of human freedom.

~1ay each fall of the bell-clapper remind us
of the protections provided individuals by the
ten original amendments to our Constitution-
our Bill of Hights, for these gave us the right
to think and speak freely as individual citizens,
the right to assemble freely, the right to worship
according to aliI' own consciences, the right to
the privacy of our home, of our peers, the right
to determine the form of our local governments
and the right to earn and possess private
property.

~fay the bells remind tiS that human rights
cannot endure u;ithout full respect for property
rights.

The 4th of July firecrackers that came with
the Civil \Var so readily became meaningless
explosions that created an atmosphere of ex-
citement. Farm Bureau believes that this day
should be one of thoughtfulness by all Ameri-
can citizens so that we may transmit to our
children the great heritage wrung out for us
by the sacrifice and toil of those who knew
the blight and disappointments suffered under
all powerful nllers of the past.

Let freedom ring, not simply in the bells,
but in the hearts of the people!
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G. A. Seeley

"PROPER
REPRESENTATION"
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C.O.P.E.

Dear Sir:
The growers of this state can

thank the Lord that we have men
like Vanderploeg, Raap, Beedon
and the Representative from Ma-
son county (Eugene R. Cater-
Ed. note) for I'm sure that with-
out them we would have had no
bill such as House Bill 352, ex-
empting fmit trees, bushes, vines
and Christmas trees from prop-
erty ta.xes.

Some of the tactics employed
by House and Senate Republi-
cans when they came to vote, es-
pecially on bill 352 and personal
property tax bills, was no help.

Every trick in the book was used
on H.B. 352 to tie crippling
amendments to it. After every
effort had failed to cripple the bill,
then, and only then, did a few Re-
publicans vote for passage.

The same was true when it was
in the tax committee in the House
",hen only one vote was needed
to take it out. I give full credit
to Curley Raap (Assistant Floor
Leader of the House) for secur-
ing that vote.

Votes are what we need at
Lansing, and we need the best
men for the job no matter what
their politics might be .

Best wishes
,v. M. Paul
Muskegon, 'Michigan

TO THE EDITOR

correspondence it becomes obvi-
ous that farmers are acutely con-
scious that 1966 is an election
year. As is often tnle, tax prob-
lems draw the most fire as is the
case in the following letter, ex-
cerpts only of which are printed.)

Percent of
Terms Vote, 1964 A.C.A. A.D.A.

1 X 0 100
1 50.6 4 89
1 52.7 12 74
2 54.3 94 0
9 61.2 82 11
5 56.6 79 0
1 65.7 11 84
3 54.7 78 21
5 57.4 78 16
7 56.6 90 0
1 53.3 4 95
4 74.8 2 89
6 x 2 89
3 66.9 2 95
1 71.0 0 100
6 73.5 4 79
6 73.0 6 68
5 59.5 65 26
1 53.4 4 84

(Editor's Note: Fmmers continue
to be stirred bv the actions - or
the inaction ~f the legislahlre.
From an increasing volume of

By so doing, a surplus mav be
created to be used against farm-
ers.

'Ve will do all we can to point
this out.

The American Farm Bureau
Federation has worked for several
years to get legislation to raise
the price-level at which the Com-
modity Credit Corporation can
release its stocks on the market.

The figure we have been work-
ing for is 125 per cent of the
support price, plus <'reasonable
carrving charges:'

All fanners can help on this,
by keeping our Congressmen
aware of what we need and why
it is important.

Concerning the 60-hour work
week, this problem may be harder
to solve than anv which deal with
government policy!

Perhaps one way farmers could
shorten their work week is to be-
long to a realistic marketing asso-
ciation which could help raise
product-prices to the point where
higher incomes require less work.

Here's a fresh idea. Let's sup-
pose the farm incomes are raised.
\ "hat about creating a Farm Bu-
reau vacation center? One to pro-
vide camping, fishing, golf and
similar recreation to Farm Bureau
members at reduced costs?

Perhaps farmers should be en-
couraged to "live a little" by see-
ing the country in companionship
with fellow farmers.

- The Editors

NameDistrict

Lyle Cunningham
Jackson, Michigan

TO: Lyle Cunningham
Thanks for writing. You are

right, farmers and Farm Bureaus
must do aU they can to prevent
government stocks from being
used as a club over farm prices.

It becomes increasingly clear
that the Administration is deter-
mined to keep down prices re-
ceived by farmers.

The recent increase in dairy
support prices and wheat acreag~
allotments makes this crystal clear.
The Secretarv intends to stimu-
late producti~n by these actions.

1 Conyers (D)
2 Vivian (D)
3 Todd (D)
4 Hutchinson (R)
5 Ford (R)
6 Chamberlain (R)
7 Mackie (D)
8 Harvey (R)
9 Griffin (R)

10 Cederberg (R)
11 Clevenger (D)
12 O'Hara (D)
13 Diggs (D)
14 Nedzi (D)
15 Ford (D)
16 Dingell (D)
17 Griffiths (D)
18 Broomfield (R)
19 Farnum (D)

TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir:

Now that the government bins
are low, let's have a drive by
Farm Bureau to keep them low
so thev will have less pressure on
our prices.

Let's talk-up around the nation
the idea of not using government
loans, or if we do get a loan, sell
the grain before take-over time.

Let's try keeping their bins
cmptv.

\Vhile we're at it, let's have
another "talk-up" about farmers
working such long hours. Let us
try to set a goal of working no
more than a 60-hour week.

I feel that the extra hours we
work are given away. Let's go
fishing and hunting and to the
ball games, or do anything else
we would like to do.

If we make our products a lit-
tle scarce we might end up with
more fun and more profit.

Let's upgrade farming and live
a little instead of "an work and
no play".

1. A.C.A. (Americans for Constitutional Action), which measures votes having
\\a significant bearing on the preservation of the spirits and principles of the Consti-
tution as these were defined by the founding fathers of our Republic." A.C.A. ratings
are cumulative, going back as far as 1957, if the Congressman has served that long.

2. A.D.A. (Americans for Democratic Action) shows the \\measure of the liberal-
ism of a Member of Congress, determined by the percentage of his votes in harmony
with liberal policies." The A.D.A. rating is based on votes cast in the first, or 1965,
session of the 89th Congress (which is still in session).

3. C.O.P.E. (AFL-CIO's Committee on Political Education), which rates Represen-
tatives on \\right" or \\wrong" on the basis of how their votes conform to AFL-CIO pol-
icies. The ratings shown are cumulative and go back to 1947 for those who have
served that long. The C.O.P.E. ratings do not cover the first session of the 89th Con-
gress. Thus, a freshman Congressman, elected in 1964, does not have any rating by
C.O.P.E.

(This analysis also shows the number of terms which each Congressman
has served and the percentage of the vote which each received in the
1964 election. Percentages for Members who had no significant opposi-
tion are marked with an "x".)

Vote-Record Ana ysis
AS RATEDBY-

Authorities, both Canadian and
American.

"We were delighted when the
Seaway provided a means for
direct shipment to world ports on
a competitive basis," said Seeley.
"We have used the new route
more each year. We had planned
expanded use of this.' route for
future years."

Meanwhile, railroads have re-
duced their rates with an aim to
attract the traffic. The differ-
ence between the railroad rates
and the shipping rates by the Sea-
way route must be great enough
to justify storing grains during
winter months when the Seawav
is frozen. If this difference i's
lost, much of the traffic will
surely return to the railroad lines.
It will no longer be profitable to
hold the grain over the winter.

"\Ve appreciate the fact that
the Seaway authorities seek to
overcome inadequate revenues
due to disappointing traffic vol-
ume. But the increase in tolls is
not the answer. It further dis-
courages traffic through the water
route," Seeley added.

Farmers feel the answer to the
prohlem lies in finding ways to
encourage traffic through the Sea-
way rather than to discourage it.
They note that since farm prod-
ncts constitute 81 % of the vol-
nme of shipping in the Seaway,
the Joss of any part of that traffic
can be a blow to the future of
the Seawav and to the economv of
the whole' mid-western regiOl~ of
the country.

Melvin L. WoelI, Editor
Michigan Fann News
Dear Mr. 'Voell:

Being interested in getting proper representation for
farmers, I was wondering if the Farm News would be
willing to publish a chart showing the voting records of
our representatives in Washington.

Most voters just do not know how to go about getting
these statistics and go to the polls with only the meager
information supplied by the candidates, which can be
very misleading.

I never could stomach the idea that a fanner couldn't
handle his own' place better than some politician. When
a dairyman with ribbons, plaques, citations and trophies
has to quit - don't tell me it is because he is too dumb
to keep up and I have two friends who have done just.
that.

11 I have been retired for the past six years.
; Thank you for a fine job on our paper.
,

,., Jacob J. Maule
3248 S. Irish Road
Flint, Michigan
Genesee County

Tolls on the St. Lawrence Seaway may tag farmers with
added shipping costs. The Michigan Elevator Exchange has
expressed its concern for this fact at a recent hearing held in
Chicago. Spokesman for the Exchange was M.E.E:s Traffic
~fanager, G. A. (Bud) Seeley. -------------

The proposed increases would
add % cent per bushel to the
cost of shipping grain by the

• ~ waterway. "This may not seem
important to anyone not familiar
with the grain business," said
Seeley, <out in many instances an
eighth of a cent can make the
difference between making a sale
on world markets or losing it."

Farm Bureau Services opposes
the toll increases because they
constitute another burden directly

,. • on agriculmre. Seeley pointed
out that 81 % of the tonnage
through the Seaway has been in
agricultural produca.

Farmers were strong supporters
for the development of the Sea-
way, but the proposed increased
tolls would remove much of the

• • advantage realized in its develop-
ment.

Transportation costs have al-
ways been a factor in the price
payable to the farmer. The com-
modity must bear the cost of its
shipment to the market. Ship-
ments by water to east coast

• ports or overseas have been suf-
ficiently economical to afford the
lIse of the Seaway.

ToU increases can change the
picture, said Seeley, for farmers
are already facing a never-ending
pressure from added costs, and
market prices for grain have been
on the decline.

Farm leaders point out that
food grains today are 30 % lower

, and feed grains 25% lower than
the national average of farm prices
for the years of 1947-49. Prices
of all consumer goods, except
food, have doubled or tripled
since that time. To meet this
pressure, farmers can only in-
crease their volume of production
or try to cut costs through effic-
ient, labor-saving methods.

But grain sold on world mar-
kets must carry a competitive
price. To increase the price by
anv method threatens the sale of
th~ grain in the world market.
Under present toll rates, sellers

.. have been confident of expand-
ing world markets. But increased
tolls can mean declining sales,
decreased tonnage shipped, and
reduced revenues to the Seaway



capitol 
report 

Anti-Monopoly" Milk Bill 
Fails in Final Hours 

By: Legis lat ive Counsel 
D a n E . R e e d 

Without doubt , among the most controversial bills of the 
current session of the Michigan Legislature has been the dairy 
unfair t rade practices anti-monopoly measure — H. 2165. 

Seldom, too, have such sharp comments been m a d e on the 
tactics used by those opposing a bill. Referring to the many ads, 
including full-page spreads in metropolitan dailies throughout 
the State, Senator Raymond Dzendzel, D-Detroit , and the ma
jority leader, said — "I am not shaken by the distorted ads 
presented by an unscrupulous chain store operator." 

The ads were placed over the signature of the Kroger Com
pany and carried a coupon space. The housewife was en
couraged to cut out the advertisement, fill in her name and 
address and send it to her Senator. The ad presented a crying 
baby saying — "I'm gonna cry over high priced milk." 

SENATORS OBJECT 
TO KROGER ADS 

Several Senators objected to the 
fact that the ad was drafted in 
such a way that their names ap
peared at the bottom of the ad 
as though they too were endors
ing the message. 

The ads compared the prices 
for a half gallon of milk in Mich
igan with prices in high milk 
cost states in the South or states 
where milk prices are under State 
control. The ads did not list 
milk prices in W i s c o n s i n and 
Minnesota, w h e r e l e g i s l a t i o n 
similar to H. 2165 is in effect. 

H. 2165 has long been a part 
of Farm Bureau's legislative pro
gram. A similar hill passed both 
houses of the Legislature in 1961. 
After some unusual parliamentary 
maneuvering, the bill was finally 
placed on Governor Swainson's 
desk. He vetoed the bill, and 
some believe tliat his career as 
Governor was shortened to one 
term partly by this action. 

DISCRIMINATION 
IN PRICES 

Evidence that the Kroger Com
pany has been using discrimina
tory milk pricing was submitted 
to the Senate during debate. A 
telephone s u r v e y of m a r k e t s 
throughout the State showed that 
half gallons of milk bottled by 
the Borden Company in Grand 
Rapids were selling at 44tf in 
Traverse City and 33# in Grand 
Rapids. Other Kroger prices on 
the same day showed 39# in 
Kalamazoo, 380 in Detroit for 
milk in Borden brand containers 
and 370 for the same milk in 
Kroger brand containers bottled 
by Borden. 

During the past four y e a r s , 
there has been less than 20 per 
half gallon variation in farmer 
prices for milk. During this same 
period, Kroger has sold half gallon 
cartons of milk in Detroit at prices 
varying from 33? to 440. 

Referring to the thousands of 
dollars of newspaper advertising 
used by one grocery company, 

Senator Harold Volkema, R-Hol-
land, said — " G i v e n m o n e y 
enough to put on a campaign of 
distortion, a great amount of mis
information can be spread." 

Senator Basil Brown, D-High-
land Park, asked why all this de
bate was stirred by "a stinking 
ad put in the papers of our State 
by one chain store. Are the letters 
we have received the result of 
understanding of the bill or of a 
mass hysteria created by Madison 
Avenue ads that tell only half 
truths?" 

Senator Jan Vanderploeg, D-
Muskegon, spoke strongly of the 
need for action to provide fair 
competition rather than market-
destroying, monopoly-creating un
fair practices. 

OUT-OF-STATE MILK 
DUMPED IN U. P. 

Referring to the result of the 
dumping of o u t - s t a t e milk in 
Michigan, Senator Dzendzel said 
— "We don't have a law to pro
tect our dairy farmers from un
fair c o m p e t i t i o n from o t h e r 
states." Wisconsin and Minnesota 
both have legislation similar to 
H. 2165 and have dumped sur
pluses into M i c h i g a n ' s Upper 
Peninsula on a cut-prices scale. 

The bill was reported to the 
floor, with the recommendation 
that it pass, by the Senate Agricul
ture Committee, chaired by Sen
ator Roger Johnson, D-Marshall. 
Senator Johnson, in explaining the 
bill, said — "We are not trying 
to eliminate competition; we .are 
trying to provide fair competi
tion." 

CHAINS CONCERNED 
FOR FARMERS? 

Some of the chain store ads 
have expressed concern for the 
plight of the dairy farmer under 
the legislation. Several Senators 
also picked this line from the ads 
and used it on the Senate floor. 
It appears that the chain stores 
feel that they are better able to 
look out for the farmers' welfare 

than are farmers themselves! 
Farmers may hope that the chain 
stores' concern for their welfare 
will extend to other areas of bar
gaining for agricultural products! 

H. 2165 has been carefully de
veloped over the past s e v e r a l 
years through many meetings and 
conferences of farm groups, Mich
igan Milk Producers Association, 
M i c h i g a n d a i r y processors and 
distributors. It is a bill to provide 
fair competition in the dairy in
dustry and would prevent the 
sale of milk at less than cost ex
cept to meet a competitor's fair 
price. It would also make illegal 
the under-the-table handouts to 
secure business. 

It is common knowledge in the 
dairy industry that such gifts as 
trips to Bermuda, free paving for 
parking lots, free advertising, free, 
or low-cost, refrigerated dairy 
cases, milk dispensers and other 
equipment — and even "loui-
cost" or "no-cost" loans — have 
been used to entice business and 
provide unfair cutthroat compe
tition. 

COMPETITION 
ELIMINATED 

Seventy-four Michigan dairies 
have been driven out of business 
the last few years, lessening the 
competition in the field of milk 
purchasing, processing and dis
tribution. These dairies were not 
necessarily inefficient or h i g h -
eost operations. They simply were 
caught in the bind when large 
national operators threw their re
sources into a community to de
stroy their competitors and estab
lish a monopoly. 

In a decision of the U. S. Su
preme Court, rendered on June 
22, 1959, involving a national 
grocery chain, the court said — 
"The selling of selected goods at 
a loss in order to lure customers 
into the store is deemed not only 
a destructive means of competi
tion; it also plays on the gullibility 
of customers by leading them to 
expect what generally is not true, 
namely, that a store which offers 
such a misleading bargain is full 
of other such bargains." 

SENATOR JOHNSON 
LEADS FIGHT 

H. 2165 was taken up by the 
Senate and debated at different 
times on several days. Senator 
[ohnson gave able leadership in 
handling the measure. As the ses
sion drew to a close, the Senate, 
after heated debate, voted by 18 
to 17 to table the hill again, killing 
it for this session. In our next 
issue we will carry an honor roll 
of the members of the House and 
Senate who voted for H. 2165 in 
the face of a barrage of letters 
stimulated by the emotional ad
vertising campaign. 

FARM LEGISLATION is the topic of discussion as Rep. Floyd Mattheeussen (D. 
Benton Harbor), chairman of the House Agriculture Committee, is interviewed by 
Robert Smith, MFB Legislative Counsel, at Farm Bureau's "Communications Center." 
The Farm Bureau radio program is heard over 53 stations throughout the state. 

"Green" to "Grain" 
$$ Saved for Farmers 

The harvest season is here. Combines will soon roll and 
elevators will work around the clock receiving the newly 
harvested grain. Additional trucks will be needed to take 
the grain from elevators to terminals. But few farmers 
will know that passage of H. 2175 by the Michigan Legis
lature and signature by Gov. Romney will prevent the 
price of grain from being a few cents lower. 

The total story begins some months ago but , it can be 
summarized by a few points: Trucks transporting most 
products are under strict regulation by the Interstate Com
merce Commission (ICC) if they cross state lines or by 
the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) if they 
move within the State. Such regulation includes routes 
traveled, rates charged, etc. 

Federal regulations exempt trucks carrying agricultural 
products. Michigan's law also exempts vehicles used ex
clusively for haul ing farm products from the s farm to 
market. 

Other trucks are exempt when "used for the transporta
tion of fruits, green vegetables and sugar beets" to other 
markets either "local or foreign." 

The word "green" is the key word. It will be noted that 
the word "grain" is not mentioned in Michigan's law. Be
cause of this the hauling of grain and beans could have 
come under regulation but , until recently, the law had not 
been enforced because of the exemption by other states 
and by the ICC. 

Strong demands were being made on the MPSC to 
strictly enforce the law and to require regulation of trucks 
hauling grain and beans from local elevators to terminals 
and shipping points. Farm Bureau offered a bill in the 
House to correct the situation, but because of a complicated 
parliamentary situation it became necessary to amend 
another bill in the Senate which had already passed the 
House. 

The amendment changed the word "green" to "grain" and 
had the effect of exempting both grain and beans. The 
amendment came under heavy attack. Farm Bureau and 
local elevator men, led by the Michigan Elevator Ex
change, worked long hours to get the necessary under
standing of this complicated and far-reaching problem. 

Without this change, Michigan's agriculture would be at 
a distinct disadvantage with other states. Michigan ports 
and the St. Lawrence Seaway would also suffer. But most 
important to farmers is the fact that hauling charges would 
have risen sharply, perhaps double the present rates, if 
truck regulation was required. As usual, this would have 
come from farmers' income. 

Prompt legislative action by Farm Bureau has again 
saved thousands of dollars for fanners many of whom 
will never know what happened. 
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RADIO
For a real "1-2 punch,"
54 radio stations also
will talk "MILK" for eight
weeks. If they miss your
sales messages on the
billboards, their home
and car radios will deliv-
er the milk story ... that's
selling!

american dairy association
OF MICHIGAN

AUGUST vir ALITV SNACK BILLBOARDS 1

BILLBOARDS
These selling messages
will be seen by summer-
time vacationers through-
out Michigan. "Milk Cool.
ers" in July and "Milk
Vitality Snacks" in Au-
gust ... 221 billboards
will blanket our State's
highways.

SELLING MILK
THIS SUMMER II

\\PIRATEII lAW
Last year, out-of-state labor re-

cruiters came into Michigan and
enticed many harvest workers to
leave their jobs and go to prom-
ised jobs in other states. The bait
used was higher earnings, better
housing, longer season and im-
mediate work. .

Recruiters, working on a per-
head commission, made glowing
promises. Many Michigan farm-
ers saw their help leaving with
crop harvest still unfinished. Fre-
quently workers arrived at the
out-of-state jobs only to find the
crop not yet ready for harvest
and conditions far from the prom-
ises made.

Many states require farm labor
recruiting agents from outside the
state to be registered and licensed
in order to recruit farm labor. It
is not unusual for states to have
license fees as high as $2,000-
$5,000 per year, with some states
requiring a state license of $1,000
or more and counties or cities
each requiring separate licenses
of such amoupts.

To prevent the pirating of
Michigan farm labor through false
promises by over-eager recruiters,
Farm Bureau drafted a bill pro-
viding for a $75 annual license
fee, with the filing of a noncan-
cellable surety bond of $2,000 to
prevent "promise and run" tactics.

Legislation was introduced by
Rep. Sanford E. Charron ( D-
Pinconning) and Senator Robert
L. Richardson (R-Saginaw) which
finally resulted in the Farm Bu-
reau bill being placed on the
Governor's desk.

house. An attempt to provide
Immediate Effect in the Senate
fell one vote short, with only one
Republican - Senator Zollar-
supporting the Immediate Effect
action. 'Vithout Immediate Ef-
fect, the bill will not become op-
erative until 90 days after ad-
;ournment of the Legislature,
which is expected on or about
December 31, 1966.

This would mean that the full
application of the Minimum Wage
Act would apply to piecework har-
vesting beginning August 1, 1966
and farmer employers in violation
would be subject to the possibil-
ity of double the wage underpay-
ment any time in the next three
years on proven claim by the
worker.

DEMOCRATIC LEADERSenjoy the Capital bean smorgasbord,
served by Gratiot County women. Rep. Einar Erlandsen (left),
Escanaba, chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, and
Rep. J. Bob Traxler, Bay City, Majority Floor elader, both un-
derstand the vital role agriculture plays in Michigan economy.

Deviation Board does not have'
the authority to establish wage
rates which, if paid by the em-
ployer, would exempt him from
the requirements for keeping track
of hours worked and payment of
the minimum rate.

The 1966 Legislature has had
before it amendments to the min-
imum wage law, including a delay
of the effective date from July 31,
1966 to May 1, 1967. The amend-
ments also provide an authoriza-
tion and directive to the Wage
Deviation Board to establish a
"piece rate scale (which) shall be
equivalent to the minimum hourly
wage in that when the payment
by unit of production is applied
to a worker of average ability and
d;ligence in harvesting a particu-
lar commodity, he shall receive
an aniount not less than the
hourly minimum wage:'

Other proposals which were
before the Legislahlre included
changes in the requirement for
covering employees after 13
weeks in any four consecutive
three-month periods of employ-
ment. No change was considered
in the present exemption of those
under 18 and over 65 years of
age from the provisions of the
Act. Nor was the definition of
"employer" changed from the
present requirement for employ-
ment of four or more workers at
anv one time.

it was expected that legisla-
tive action on this bill (H. 4024)
would be completed by June ]0,
the scheduled date of adjourn-
ment. The Legislature's inability
to complete its calendar led to a
continuation of the session on
June 21. Final action on this bill
has not been taken as this is
being written.

It is essential, however, for ag-
ricultural employers of piecework
harvesting labor that H. 2024 be
given Immediate Effect, which
requires a two-thirds vote in each

labor Legislation is a
Concern of all Farmers

By: Dan E. Reed
Legislative Counsel, Michigan Fann Bureau

\Vith the effective date for agricultural coverage under the
\Vorkmen's Compensation Act postponed until May 1, 1967,
farmers' attention to labor legislation moved to pending amend-
ments to the Minimum vVage Act and anti-labor-pirating legis-
lation.

The minim um wage law of 1964 brought agriculture under
the Act, with a minimum rate beginning January 1, 1965 of
$1.00 per hour. This rate moved to $1.15 on January 1, 1966
and will go to $1.25 per hour in 1967.

The Act also provides that "if
• an-y employer pays any employee

a lesser amount than the mini-
mum wage provided in this Act,
the employee at any time within
three years may bring a civil ac-
tion for the recovery of the dif-
ference between the amount paid
and the minimum wage provided
in this Act, together with costs

.. and such reasonable attorney's fees
as may be allowed by the court."
Even a signed contract with the
employee does not protect the
employer against such action.

The 1966 amendments to the
Act also provide for the employee
to receive damages in an amount
equal to the. underpayment as

.. liquidated damages.
The 1965 Legislature recog-

nized the need to provide for
agricultural harvesting on a piece-
work basis without requiring the
employer to keep track of hours
worked. Public Act 296 of 1965
delayed the effective date of the
application of the minimum wage

.. to piecework harvesting until July
31, 1966 to permit the Wage De-
viation Board (which adminis-
ters the Minimum \Vage Act) to
acquire "sufficient data to deter-
mine an adequate basis for the
establishment of a scale of piece-
work ... eq uivalent to the pre-
vailing minir;;rtnl wage for such
employment.

The Rural Manpower Center
at MSU was named to conduct a
study in piecework earnings on
agricultural commodities and in
1965 was able to obtain detailed
data on apples under differing
working conditions and in many
different locations. At present,

• the Rural Manpower Center is
obtaining earnings data on the
harvesting of other crops. The
information will not be available,
however, until after July 31, 1966,
the present deadline date omder
the 1965 Act.

In the meantime, an attorney's
opinion indicates that the \Vage

SENATE AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE members take time to
sample delicious bean dishes. Shown are (left to right) Sen-

, ators Wm. Romano (D-Warren, since deceased due to heart
attack resulting from Roosevelt Hotel fire), Robert Richardson
(R-Saginaw) and Roger Johnson (D-Marshall), chairman.
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POTATOES - POULTRY- DAIRY- BEEF
Farms to be Visited
on Management Tour
Four active :Michigan Farm Bureau members will host the

1966 State Farm ~Ianagement Tour in Kent county on 'Vednes-
day, July 20.

The annual event, sponsored by the ~1ichigan State U niver-
sitv and Kent Count\' Extension Service and ~JSU's Agricul-
tu~al Economics Depi.~rtment, will cover a wide variety or'-farm-
ing enterprises.

Farms to be visited are:
'Vesley Hessler Potato Farm, Rockford.
Up-to-date technology and production practices and aggres-

sive marketing of quality potatoes has made it possible for this
farmer to keep an expanding market through an expanding
local supermarket group serving Grand Rapids and other cities.
Hessler is also active in the j\.fichigan and National Potato
Councils as well as the Farm Bureau.

Irvin Rodgers Dairy Farm, Alto.
Balanced, steady expansion from 18 calves and 108 acres

in 1950 to a still expanding, high-producing 72-cow milking
herd on 357 acres with modern facilities has come about through
good management on the Rodgers dairy farm. Since he started
farming, Irvin has been an active Farm Bureau member.

Kitson Farms, Inc., Laying Flock and Com Growing, Rockford.
An example of a family owned corporation farm, Kitson Farms

is a large-scale egg producing setup with a 60,000 capacity auto-
matic gathering, candling and packing operation.

Production from 1,000 acres in corn is processed through
their own feed grinding and mixing operation to feed the
flock. Charles Kitson is the resident manager, and he is a
member of the Kent County Farm Bureau.

George and Gerald Kober Fruit and Beef Farm, Sparta.
This 350-acre Peach Ridge farm grows and markets 100 acres

of apples, plums, peaches and pears. The father-and-son part-
nership also feeds out beef steers, growing corn and silage on
150 acres. A comparison and demonstration of ground and
plane spraying of fruit trees will be made during the tour.
Both George and Gerald are Farm Bureau members.

Participants may pick any of the four stops for both morning'
and afternoon visits. Programs at the farms will be held at
] 0 a.m. and 2:30 p.m., but farms will be open to visitors con-
tinually from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The noon chicken barbecue and program will be held in
Townsend Park, near the Kitson and Hessler farms. Dr. Sher-
wood O. Berg, Dean of Agriculture at the University of Minne-
sota and chairman of the President's Commission on Food and
Fiber, will speak on "Paradoxes in Agriculture".

CHARLES KITSON - operates a "natural" farm combination, with 1,000 acres of corn grown to feed the birds of a large-
scale laying flock. A stop at his farm near Rockford will provide an example of a family-owned corporate farm.

WESLEY HESSLER- grows and markets high-quality Mich- ACRES OF FRUIT- will be seen by those on tour at the
igan potatoes on his farm near Rockford. His output is in George and Gerald Kober fruit and beef farm near Sparta.
high demand through a local supermarket chain. There, 100 acres are now in fruit.--------------------------

IRVIN RODGERS - owns a still.expanding, high production dairy herd near Alto, .p

Michigan. His farm will be among those visited on the State Farm Management
Tour. He is a long-time Farm Bureau member .
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MilliNG makes the MARKET
Williams Milling Company
Opens Wheat Market Doors

BLEACHING FLOUR- from its natural creamy color to 0 pure white product is
performed in an agitator through which flows a deadly gas - chlorine. The gas
is carefully metered from the bottles to the bleaching unit.

~... ..........._.
...!:.r-

"Without my extension phone
~I'd run Dl}Tselfragged!" /$I~'<lfrrrrra ({

You'll run less-accomplish more-with extension phones
in your home. The cost is low. Ask for this delightful
little Princess@ phone in a color to brighten your decor.
Call our Business Office. Or ask your Telephone Man.

Michigan Bell @
Part of the Nationwide Bell System

"FARM BUREAU" FLOUR
KNOWN FAR AND WIDE

SPECIAL FREIGH.TCARS ARE LOADED- with bulk flour from large storage bins by air pressure. Loading is almost completely
automatic. Flour is blown through two-inch pipes and sleeve-tubing into the cars. Both the bins and cars are tightly sealed,
protecting the flour against dust, dirt or any foreign materials. The flour is never touched by human hands.

Flours from Michigan soft
wheats find a wide market through
the \ViIliams mill. Carloads of
flour roll to large bakeries as far
west as the Missouri River and
east to the Atlantic coast.

One of the larger out-state
users is the Johnson Biscuit Com-
pany at Sioux City, Iowa. Crack-
ers and cookies sold in Massa-
chusetts stores contain "Farm
Bureau flour" baked by the
Educator Biscuit Company.

These bakeries use flour by the
ton - not by the bag. Normal
consumption rates are in carload
lots per day.

Kellogg and Post Cereals at
Battle Creek are large users of
bran products from the Williams
Mill at Quincy.

wire screen to silk of the finest
weave. Coarse bran is sucked
off from the units by air currents.
The flour pours through into a
forest of conveyor tubes.

The silk sifter screens carry
blocks of coarse canvas duck-
"sifter brushes" which skid around
on the surface and prevent the
silk from plugging.

Flour is rather coarse when
leaving the first sifter stage. It
contains much fine bran - mid-
dlings, shorts and wheat germ
particles. This flour goes to the
"purifier" for more sifting and to
screen off the unwanted ingredi-
ents. Air currents play a part
again. Middlings, shorts and wheat
germ are sold for use in livestock
feeds. In the purifier, the silk
cloth sieves are kept working by
rubber balls which roll about on
their surfaces.

Freshly ground flour is creamy
yellow in color. So it is bleached.
In the bleaching unit, chlorine
gas is passed through the flour
under violent agitation. The flour
becomes the white product that
we know.

Even then, more sifting. The
final stages puts the flour through
the "rebolt sifter" which insures
a uniform fine grade. All of the
grinding and sifting operations
are controlled by a single atten-
dant. Yet this process mills four
tons of flour every hour. And all
of the flour is carried through two-
inch pipes.

Even storage of the flour and
loading it out is highly automated.
Tubes convey the finished product
to large, plastic-lined storage bins.
An electric master panel controls
the loading and unloading of
these bins. Automatic solonoid
switches will stop the pumping of
flour. to a bin that is full. Other
switches automatically control the
rate of flow from the bins to cars,
trucks or the bagger. Pipes never
plug, since the switches will cut
out and in to adjust to the load
being carried.

Finished flour is tested for
quality in the plant laboratory.
Sample lots are checked by ma-
chines which measure the malt
content, amounts of moisture, ash,
protein and bleach residues re-
maining in the flour. A measure
is taken to find the rate of water
absorption. Cookie and cracker
dough must have the right capa-
city to absorb water.

This is now a Farm Bureau
mill. Practically all of the wheat
milled is Michigan-produced.
Ninety-five percent is soft white
wheat. And this mill provides the
specially-processed bran ingredi-
ents used by the Michigan cereal
industries in their manufacture of
breakfast foods.

By Don Kinsey

It is a good guess that many a fanner who has raised wheat
for years has never seen wheat ground into flour.

In this age of. civilization, a visit to a flour mill is a step into
the space age. The maze of piping and the specialized ma-
chines, all doing their own work, takes a bit of sorting out
for a greenhorn.

The Williams Milling Company, at Quincy, Michigan, be-
came part of the Michigan Elevator Exchange (Division of
Farm Bureau Services) in May of 1964. This mill converts
one and a half million bushels of Michi{!ansoft wheat per year
into 60 million pounds of flour. The wheat comes from every
area of our state .

Flour from soft wheats is sold
in carload and truckload bulk
lots to large baking companies.
Blended flours go into cookies
and crackers. The cracker blend
must have some gluten protein
flour in the mix to yield a proper
dough.

Many large bakeries consume as
much as two carloads per day-
special, sealed flour cars used only
for the purpose. Such cars are
loaded and unloaded through
pipes by air pressure. The flour
is protected against dirt and con-
tamination.

Practically all of the 20 em-
ployees of the Williams mill are
active farmers. John Williams,
manag~r, comes from the family
that owned the mill. Charlie
Batman, mill superintendent, has
worked at flour milling since he
was sixteen years old - and has
been at the Williams mill for 20
years. Charlie. is recognized by
the milling industry as "one of the
best in the business."

It is interesting to follow the
milling steps from wheat to flour,
and astonishing to discover the
vast volume that goes through the
mill. Raw wheat starts from stor-
age silos holding as much as
102,000 bushels.

Its first step into the mill takes
it to the cleaners. Cleaning must
be thorough - with all foreign
matter removed. The sanitation
of the wheat is checked frequent-
ly by food inspectors. The wheat
and its products are moved
through pipes by air pressure
throughout the whole milling pro-
cess.

From the cleaning machines,
the wheat goes to the "tempering
unit." Tempering involves the ad-
dition of just the right amount of
chlorinated water. The chlorine
content kills off bacteria. The
water toughens the bran coat of
the kernel so that it peels away
properly from the starchy heart.

Tempered wheat is then fed to
the "roller stands." Modem flour
milling uses steel rollers about
eight inches in diameter for grind-
ing purposes.

The first-stage course grinding
is done between rollers which
have ridged or corrugated sur-
faces. One roller rotates faster
than its neighbor, crushing and
powdering the kernels. Finer
stages of grinding later in the
cycle use smooth-surfaced rollers
that grind to microscopic size.

Coarse group flour from the
"roller stands" is elevated to the
sifting floor. Cube-shaped sifter
units, six feet wide, form double
ranks along the floor and perform
a gandy dance for twenty-four
hours almost every day. Inside
the units, stacked trays carry
sieves ranging from fairly coarse

,

h ..

,. .
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BUREAU WOMEN

RURAL-URBAN DAY in Livingston County featured 0 tour of the J. Gordon Topping
dairy form. Gordon Topping, Jr., who with his fother hosted the 100 guests, is
shown with Miss Helen Atwood, Michigan Farm Bureau Women's Coordinotor.

Typical of the "projects-in-understanding" by Farm Bureau
"'omen to establish favorable rural-urban relations has been a
farm tour sponsored by the Livingston County \Vomen. Over
100 Farm Bureau members and their city guests visited the ].
Gordon Topping dairy operation, located between Gregory
and Stockbridge, on their annual Rural-Urban Day during
~1iehigan 'Veek.

City folks in the crowd shuddered when they heard "there
are only two hOllrs in the middle of the night when there isn't
anything to do" an the dairy farm and processing operation
which bottles almost 5,000 quarts of milk per day. They gasped
in near-disbelief when the Toppings gave some farmer-invest-
ment figures - such as the two 600-pound bulk milk tanks-
$68,0001

And when their congenial hosts presented them with a half-
pint sample of milk, the urban guests accepted "nature's most
perfect food" with more appreciation than if they had received
it from their supermarket dairy counter. Now they understood
the time, the effort, the investment it took to put it there.

FARM BUREAU WOMEN - in their efforts to build bridges of understanding between rurol ond urbon people - ore dis-
covering thot the "fences" thot seporote the two are not os high os they moy seem. They ore leorning thot rurol-urbon un-
derstanding is 0 two-way communicotions project - with rurol women finding thot their city sisters hove mony common
interests with them - ond urbon women developing on oppreciotion for the dynomic industry which gives them a wider
variety of nutritious food, with the lowest food bill relotive to income, of ony country in the world.

"BEAN DAY AT THE CAPITOL" brought the Gratiot County Form Bureou Women
to l~nsing to exhibit the~r wores. Among those who enjoyed the bean cokes,
cookies, donuts ond condles were Senotor Emil Lockwood (left) ond Represento-
tive Lester Allen.

CANDIDATE FOR CONGRESS, Morvin Esch, (right) wos one of the guests who
porticipoted in the livingston Form Bureou Women's rural-urbon tour. He is shown
with regionol representotive Ed Schrader (left) in the creom processing oreo.

Horton of Caseville. The pichltes
covered all of Huron county from
the Coast Guard station at Harbor
Beach to the Sebewaing sugar
facton'. "The beautv of the fall
scene~, the shoreline ~nd the farms
made the women realize that
~1ichigan is truly a \Vonderland,"
reports district chairman, Mrs.
George Southworth.

Manistee County Farm Bureau
\Vomen held a meeting of farm
and city ladies which was des-
cribed in their daily newspaper
editorial as a worthy example for
other major groups to follow ...
"to become better acquainted and
work" together on common prob-
lems.

The meeting, attended by 35
Farm Bureau \Vomen and 45 rep-
resentatives of urban women's
clubs, featured the wife of Mich-
igan's Outstanding Young Farm-
er." .\Irs. Calvin Lutz expressed
her thankfulness to be an Amer-
ican and a farmer's wife in a
country where we can choose our
o\\'n way of life.

State chairman, '\{rs. \Vm.
Scramlin, told the group about
Farm Bureau \Vomen's activities
Ofl the state, national and inter-
national levels, and presented a
color-slide commentarv on her re-
cent attendance at th~ Associated
Country \Vomen of the \\Torld
triennial meeting.

Farm Bureau \Vomen's "Coun-
try Kitchen Cookbooks," high-
lighting .\Iichigan-grown farm
products. were presented to repre-
sell tatives of the various women's
clubs of .\lanistee county.

a visit to the Gordon Topping
dairy farm which distributes milk
over a 1,000 square mile radius.
The Toppings, Jr. and Sr., were
hosts and tour guides to 100 Farm
Bureau members and urban
guests. They gave the city folks
some "eye-opening" figures on the
costs of such an operation-
$6,000 for a paper carton filler,
$5,000 for a glass filler, 88,000
for an homogenizer!

The Livingston Farm Bureau
\\romen have been responsible for
successful rural-urban events for
a number of years.

Clinton County's annual nlral-
urban banquet this year attracted
310 farm and city guests who en-
jo~'ed a meal consisting of .\1ich-
igan-gro\\'n products. including
turkey (raised in Clinton county),
.\{ichigan potatoes and .\lichig'an
corn. "Agriculture - backbone of
the Econom~'" was the topic of
keynote speaker. Vem Condon.
marketing manager for the U.S.
tractor operations, Ford .\{otor
Company.

Huron County entertained 55
women at a rural-urban luncheon
\\'hich featured a color slide pres-
entation by '\{r. and ~lrs. Floyd

"~fICHIGA~ - DY~A~nC IN \VORLD PROGRESS" - this
was the message of Fann Bureau "Tomen throughout the state
during ~lichigan \Veek as they held various events to empha-
size the good forhmc of living in the \Vater-\Vinter-\Vonder-
land - and the important role agriculhlre plays to create the
high standard of living its citizens enjoy.

In Van Buren County, the "'omen held an all-~lichigan food
smorgasbord. Almost 300 people turned out for the event
which featured some of the state's finest "products" - the
blossom queens.

Tuscola County purchased a
~lichigan flag and presented it at
a special program to county presi-
dent, John Graham, for placement
in the Fmll1 Bureau building con-
ference room.

Lapeer County \ "omen hosted
35 members of the \"omen's Insti-
tute from the Stratford, Canada,
area. Arriving' by charter bus,
the group had potluck lunch with
the Lapeer iadies and were then
taken on a tour of Apache ranch.
The Canadian faml women re-
ported that their farms averaged
100 acres with "mixed farming"
- a few cattle. hogs. chickens
and crops to fecd the livestock.

Shiawassee County \\Tomen
sponsored a .\{a~'tea for 90 guests.
including Citizenship Seminar
candidates and Exchange students
from Holland. Denmark, Finland.
5w('den. Japan. Chile and Vru-
gU:l\' - all of whom are currentlv
making their homes with Shh~-
was see County Farm Bureau fam-
ilies. State Representative Blair
\\'oodman spoke to the group on
present happenings in the Legis-
lahll"e.

Livingston County's annual
rural-urban day tllis ~'ear feahlred
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COME TO THE
NINE

Ross, chairman, reports that this
has proved to be a "good public
relations program."

In Alpena County, fair booth
exhibits are on a competitive basis
with Community Groups vying
for honors against the Grange
and each other. These usually
feature displays of products of
the soil and farm home, such as
plants, poultry, dairy products,
canned goods, jellies and jams,
needle work and baked goods.

Mrs. Lillian Rouleau, Alpena
chairman, says this yearly project
is for "fun and profit.~' Cash
prizes for outstanding exhibits are
used by some of the groups to buy
gifts for patients of the Traverse
City state hospital.

Some counties have specialized
in serving certain items which
have become so popular with fair-
goers that the women continue
their pattern for success each suc-
ceeding year.

St. Clair, for example, serves
homemade donuts and coffee, and
the tantalizing smell of this irre-
sistible combination floats down
the midway to draw fairgoers like
a magnet. Hillsdale specializes in
cider, which "hits the spot" on a
hot summer day, and homebaked
goods.

Something new will be added
to several of the county Farm
Bureau fair booths this year-
"Country Kitchen Cookbooks"
which fell the story of Farm Bu-
reall and Michigan agriculture,
and featuring recipes from the
world's best cooks.

There are many "avenues of communication" for telling the
Farm Bureau stOl1r- and the Farm Bureau 'Vomen, especially,
have put them to good use. Over the years, they have dis-
covered that one of the most effective "avenues" for their public
information and education programs has been exhibits and
booths at county fairs throughout the state.

As "fair time" approaches again, they are busy making plans
for another successful seasonal venture. Their aim: to teU the
story of Farm Bureau and agriculture - and to make this a "pay_
ing proposition" for other worthwhile activities during the year.

County offices have been built,
young people have had the op-
portunity to attend citizenship
seminars, "forgotten" patients in
state institutions have had a
Merry Christmas, and worthy stu-
dents have received scholarships
- all with the aid of hard-work-
ing Farm Bureau Women who
pl~n, "man," and sometimes even
build, booths and exhibits for
county fairs.

Fair booths range all the way
from milk "bars" to food stands
to educational displays; some-
times a combination of good food
and Farm Bureau information is
the effective public relations
recipe.

Commodity promotion makes
those on both sides of the fair
booth counter happy - the Farm
Bureau ,"Vomen because it puts
their area farm products in the
spotlight - and the fairgoers be-
cause they can enjoy the product
in its finest form. In bean-grow-
ing Sanilac County, for example,
the women had a "bean soup kit-
chen."

"Last year was pur first in
serving any amount of food," re-
ports chairman Mrs. Howard Ma-
haffy, "so we tried the bean
soup. We used 100 pounds of
beans in four days. We're going
to have the same this year!"

Calhoun County Women oper-
ate a milk bar at their county
fair with homemade cookies as
an added feature. The milk and
cookies are sold at cost to 4-H and
other children and Mrs. Gladys

vYorking with other groups on
projects of common interest has
been one way the Farm Bureau
'Yomen have used to build good
rural-urban r~lations and county
fairs are no exception. In addi-
tion to working in their own
booths, many of the women also
cooperate with 4-H, Extension
and church groups in exhibit and
food projects.

From the Upper Peninsula to
lower southern Michigan, all
across the state during the next
three months, county Farm Bu-
reau Women will reach thousands
of fairgoers with their message.

For them, fair time is oppor-
tunity time.

FAIR EXHIBIT
TEllS TAX STORY

The Information Division of the
~Iichigan Farm Bureau has again
created a display for use in county
Farm Bureau fair exhibits. De-
signed to sit on a six-foot table,
the attractive red and blue dis-
play includes a back and two side
panels telling a story of farm tax
burdens and calling; for a program
of complete tax reform.

A theme banner, "Help Shove
Down Property Taxes," heads the
display. The design shows a larg-
er-than-life-size hand "shoving"
farm property taxes down. The
hand is labelled "Farm Bureau."
A background chart reveals that
farm property taxes require 14 per
cent of Michigan's net farm in-
comes, while others pay property
taxes only to the extent of four
per cent of their net income.

Two levels of action are sug-
gested for farm people - legisla-
tive and local. A bottom banner,
"Join Farm Bureau," adds mem-
bership signific~nce.

As .in past years, the exhibit is
available on a first come-first serve
basis at a cost rental fee of $10.
Order from the Information Divi-
sion, Michigan' Farm Bureau.

Nearly 100 pies per day, appetizers carved from a 50-pound
slab of cheese, 10 gallons of vegetables per meal, 50 or more
pounds each of baked ham and roast beef, 30 watermelons per
day, 500 pounds of potatoes and rolls, 10 pounds of butter per
meal (plus twice that amount used for cooking the same meal)
- desserts and garnishes by the gallon and pound ....

A description of an anny chow line? Well, in a way, but it's
an "anny" of fairgoers that devours that impressive menu-
and the scene is the Fann Bureau Young People's food cafeteria
'at the Ionia Free Fair, scheduled this year for August 7-13.

For more than 20 years, the from the venture are used for
cafeteria has been one of the leadership training projects.
most popular food spots for fair- In the past these have included
goers, not only for its home style such activities as sending obser-
cooking of top-quality fann prod- vat ion teams to out-state Farm
ucts - but also for the friendly Bureau Citizenship Seminars and
service of the Farm Bureau Young paying expenses of Talk Meet and
People. Talent Find winners to annual

Manned by a crew of nearly a meetings of the American Farm
dozen full-time workers and as- Bureau Federation. A portion of
sisted by an equal number of this year's proceeds will go to-
part-time help, the cafeteria opens ward sending the 1966 winners
each day just ahead of the noon to the AFBF convention in Las
hour, offering a full luncheon Vegas.
menu and complete dinners in Assisting cafeteria chairman
the evening. Most of the crew Murphy to assure a smooth-run-
come from farms of nearby coun- ning operation will be Bruce
ties, although the operation is Landis, Homer; Janet Ravell,
considered a statewide project. Howard City, and Young People's

Business this year wiII be con- state chairman, Ray Kucharek,
ducted under the leadership of Gaylord.
Lyle Murphy, well-known Young Last vear on most davs, more
People's leader from Ionia County. than 600 persons passed'through
Lyle, a member of the state Young the lines, with daily records in
People's committee representing past years often reaching more
District 4, reports that all profits than 1,000.

"HEAD CHEF" at the FBYP Ionia Fair cafeteria is Mrs. Mary Herbert (right), a
"professional" from Lakewood School. Her assistant is Mrs. Mildred Sensiba.

Wo1i1lA.
/VI~--.

BLUE CROSS
NEWS NOTES

By Marjorie Gardner
MFB Blue Cross Coordinator

FARM BUREAU-BLUE
CROSS ENROLLMENT SETS
NEW RECORD - After adding
1,000 new subscribers this spring,
the number of eligible members
participating in this service pro-
gram has hit an all-time high of
82%.

FARM BUREAU-BLUE
CROSS CONVERTS TO "65"
SUPPLEMENT TO MEDICARE
- Over 17,000 member-subscrib-
ers will receive extended benefits
under the new program at a sub-
stantial savings in cost, ranging
from $2 to $8 a month, including
the cost of Medicare Part B.

HATE REDUCTION AHEAD
FOR MOST BLUE CROSS SUB-
SCHIBERS - For the first time
in history, Farm Bureau rates are
going down, effective with the
August 20 and September 20 bill-
ings for most subscribers. De-
creases will vary by types of
coverage and range from 1h% to
4 o~ downward.

~fore details in next month's
Farm News.

lOVELY FARM SCENE - typical of many found in Michigan during early summer when grass, flowers and
with sharp farm management, make the farm a most wonderful place for a family to live.
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"GOLDEN
OPPORTUNITY"

OFFERED
Fifteen Michigan cooperatives

will make use of a "golden op-
portunity" to send outstanding
young people to the American In-
stitute of Cooperation summer in-
stitute, according to L A Cheney,
Michigan Association of Farmer
Cooperatives secretary-manager.

Sponsored by MAFC, in cooper-
ation with local cooperatives, the
meeting is scheduled for July 31-
August 3 at Colorado State Uni-
versity, Fort Collins.

Theme of this years institute
will be <cc ooperative Progress by
Design." Included is a special
program for young people regard-
ing cooperatives on the national
level- and the oportunities avail-
able to youth.

Approximately 1,000 young
people and 2,000 cooperative
leaders from 45 states are ex-
pected to attend the institute.
Michigan will be represented by
15 young people and 30 adults.

Youths already selected by their
sponsors to attend the AIC meet-
ing are: Dale Nye, state FF A
president, selected by the Farm-
ers Petroleum Cooperative, and
DeLane Ruess, State Star Farmer,
selected by the McDonald Cooper-
ative Dairy. Others attending
from Michigan will be the state
4-H cooperative marketing schol-
arship winner and a representative
from the state FF A cooperative
activities contest.

The American Institute of Co-
operation is a national organiza-
tion promoting educational activi-
ties for farm cooperatives.

vineyard where the locusts appear.
The effect of insecticides in

Viet Nam has proved their value.
Before 1961, Viet Nam farmers
lost one-third of their farm pro-
duction. By this year, the loss
was reduced to one-fifth under a
pesticide program.

This is important when we re-
member that neighboring India
faces a rising spectre of famine
and death. Food is becoming a
vital stake in the lives of Oriental
people.

FEMALE CICADAS lay eggs in growing twigs and branches.

go to work on the twigs as soon
as they have shed their nymph-
stage skins. One farmer reports
that even after spraying, the fe-
males became frantic with activi-
ty, seeming to hurry their egg-
laying before they perished.

Insecticides, applied promptly,
give effective control. Two
pounds of 500/0 Sevin wettable
powder in 100 gallons of water
gives fast knockdown and a long-
lasting kill. It is well to cover a
buffer zone around the orchard or

A variety of chewing locust
has scourged many countries, in-
cluding Biblical lands, since an-
cient times. They have appeared
in clouds that blot out the sun,
the whirring clatter of dusty wings
combining in a rattling roar. They
settle like a blanket over the land,
consuming every green living
thing and leaving the land desti-
tute.

There was little that man could
do about these insects until mod-
em times. Even the past genera-
tion was quite helpless to stop
them. But modem in~cticides
have brought a means of controll-
ing this plague.

The seventeen year locusts
which hit Michigan counties are
not "chewers." But thev are verY
destructive to orchards, bush~s
and vineyards. The females split
the twigs and small branches,
often causing them to break off
and die. Or the wounds give ac-
cess for sucking insects and wooly
aphids which infect the trees and
shrubs with plant diseases. Whole
orchards and vineyards have been
destroyed by their invasions.

Farmers must keep a sharp
watch for the emergence of such
insects. They work fast. Females

SEVENTEEN -YEAR LOCUSTS
INVADE MICHIGAN

By: Don Kinsey
Throughout history, man has been mystified by the sudden

appearance of hordes of locusts. A variety common to America
is the one that comes on a seventeen year cycle. Another variety
appears each thirteen years.

Eleven counties of ~Ifichigan are in the locust invasion map
for this part of the United States, according to predictions by
the U .S.D.A.

These counties are: Barry, Kent
and Newaygo in the west; Gene-
see, Macomb, Shiawassee and
'Vashtenaw in the east; Ogemaw
and Otsego in the north central,
and Houghton and Chippewa in
the Upper Peninsula.

Orchardists mav encounter the
locusts suddenly ;nd in astonish-
ing masses. The larvae of the
insects live for 13 to 17 vears
deep in the soil. They feed on
roots at depths from 18 to 36
inches below the surface.

Then, suddenly, as though
someone had blown a signal,
millions of them pop out of the
ground as nymphs. They shed
their skins immediately and the
females begin a frantic race to
lay their eggs in twigs and small
branches, which they split to form
an egg pocket.

"Seventeen year" locusts some-
times cover th~ ground an inch
deep, as many as 20,000 beneath'
a single tree. The strident singing
of the males can become ear-
splitting. Their shrieking became
so loud in New Jersey in 1962
that motorists stopped to find the
source of the racket. The parents
of the swarms that will hit ~Hch-
igan this year lived in 1949.

Onl~ UNICO Has It!

TRUCKSAND
FILTER APPROVED

FOR CARS
MILE OIL
MOTOR

6000
FORDBY

• Original Equipment
Design

• For Use on Ford Motor Co.
Cars and Trucks

• To meet Ford
Performance Standards

This new oil filter protects all Ford vehicles under war-
ranty. Use of this filter cannot void your warranty ...
it insures your warranty. Farmers Petroleum is the first
and only company in the replacement field to offer this
approved oil filter ... F. P. C., the leader in the farm field.

FOR DOUBLE INSURANCE USE SHD MOTOR OIL

Amazing new SHD Motor Oil is perfect for every gasoline
engine and practically all diesels. Order the ONE all pur-
pose motor oil ... only from F. P. C. dealers and direct
distribution agents.

r
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... Sugar Scholarships •uJ

David Van Dyke

Two young people, both from
Farm Bureau families, have been
named this year's winners of
$1,000 scholarships to Michigan
State University, sponsored an-
nually by the Beet Sugar Indus-
try of Michigan.

They are Sherry Schmandt, 17,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Schmandt, Millington, and David
Van Dyke, 17, son of Mr. and
~frs. Allyn Van Dyke, Almont.
Both are seniors who carry high
scholastic class ratings in their
hometown high schools.

Sherry, the current "Miss Tus-
cola County Farm Bureau," has
been active in 4-H Club work,
the Future Nurses Association,
Debate Team and American Le-
gion Girls State at Michigan State
University. She is a member of
the National Honor Society.

David has been the recipient of

Sherry Schmandt

various awards from the National
Honors Society, 4-H and the
Future Farmers of America. He
has been active throughout high
school in band work, Science
Club, Forensics, track, tennis,
basketball and Student Council.

According to John A. McGill,
Jr., director of public relations for
the Farmers and Manufacturers
Beet Sugar Association of Mich-
igan, the annual scholarships are
designed to encourage higher ed-
ucation in the field of agriculture
and home economics.

"Determining factors in giving
the award are based on scholastic
ability, need, extra curricular ac-
tivities and citizenship qualities,"
he .said. "This is the eleventh
consecutive year of the awards
and the scholarships are spread
out over the first three years at
Michigan State University."

NEW lAW FELT
Michigan's new litterbug law,

supported by Farm Bureau and
passed by the Legislature in 1963,
is making an impact! The law
permits the court to "direct a
substitution of litter-gathering
labor, including but not limited
to the litter connected with the
particular violation, under the
supervision of the court."

Reported convictions from
widely-scattered parts of the state
recently include datelines from
Holland, Traverse City and Mar-
quette.

In Holland, one offender was
sentenced by Justice of the Peace
Robert Homer to a seven-day jail
sentence which was suspended
when he agreed to pick up cans,
garbage and paper tossed along
the roadsid~.

In another case, a Grand Trav-
erse County man was found guilty
of littering a Grand Traverse
County road by Justice of the
Peace Schumer. He decided to
collect litter for eight successive
Saturday afternoons rather than
serve 30 days in jail, and will
police some 40 miles of road in
fulfilling his sentence, wearing a
sign on his back reading - "I am
a Litterbug:'

In Marquette, two Northern
Michigan University students will
police four miles of road as the
price of tossing beer cans along
the highway. Justice of the Peace
Elizabeth Jelich sentenced the
young men to pick up litter along
a resort-residential road just out-
side Marquette.

Muskegon Township is offering

a $25 reward for information lead- the rate of 1h~ per bottle.
ing to the arrest of litterbugs. 'Villiam J. Henri, secretarv of

On the other hand, civic lead- the "Tuesday Committee," which
ers in Manistee County put a sponsored the clean-up, said-
bounty on bottles and and cans "As near as we can tell, there
picked up along roads. The Asso- were 500 cans and bottles for
dated Press reported that area ('very mile of roadway in Manis-
residents "cashed in 127,000 bot- tee County."
tIes and cans piled seven feet But the Legislature still refuses
high in a downtown parking lot." to adopt legislation requiring a
The committee paid out $157, at return value on beverage bottles!

ANTI-LITTER SUPPORT
"Keep Michigan Beautiful," an organization which

grew out of the Governor's Anti-Litter Committee of
several years ago, has passed a milestone and has
held its second annual meeting and awards luncheon.

Because much of the littering in Michigan, includ-
ing bottles and cans, affects fann lands and fann op-
erations, Michigan Fann Bureau has been active both
in the early anti-litter efforts and ~ in Keep
Michigan Beautiful (KMB).

This statewide organization, privately financed. c0-

operates with the national organization - ccKeep
America Beautiful" (KAB). Many ~fichigan cities and
communities have local coordinating organizations,
such as Keep Detroit Beautiful.

KMB has orvni7.ed itself iIIto sect; •• lI -.cording
to area interest. The Farm ... Country Sedion is
beaded by Dan E. Reed, of tile M~~n F__ Bureau.

Through efforts of K~1B and cooperating organiza-
tions such as Farm Bureau, the legislature is giving
consideration to a hill which would increase the pen-
alties for littering and \vould require the posting of
signs on high\vays and in public places, indicating the
law and the penalty.

THE LIVE - WIRES OF THUNDER BAY!

"AIoney was needed. The first
drive mustered only 21 stockhold-
ers and cash totaling only $1,050.
Nevertheless, they formed the cor-
portion. Then they went to work
to strengthen the foundations.

Authoritv was obtained to sell
5('';', 15 ye~r debentures. Farmer
purchases brought their capital to
S18,390. It paved the way for
the building of a small bulk plant
and warehouse on picturesque
"~Ianning Hill" west of the city
of Alpena. A thousand gallon de-
livery tankwagon began to build
their routes. It would carry Farm-
ers Petroleum fuels. oils, tires and
accessories to area farmers.

"Vas the first year a booming
success? No. There were too few
farmers participating. The Thun-
der Bay Farmers Cooperative lost
$691 in the first 15 days. The de-
ficit persisted for the first year
- with a loss of $1790. But were
thev downhearted? No. There
wa~ no problem that more farmer
patrons would not solve. "No wet
blankets allowed! Just expand the
field."

It took time, but it was done
well. By 1965, participating
farmer stockholders had grown to
400. Investment capital had
grown to over $53,000. The co-
operative now had a net worth
of over $100,000. Its tankwagons
were delivering nearly a quarter
million gallons of fuels, 750 gal-

PROMINENT CUSTOMER- Edgar Rambadt of Presque Isle County is widely knov
for his certified "Onaway" seed oats and the new northern adopted "Charlev";
red kidney bean. He chats with Thunder Bay tankwagan man, Karl McArthur.

MODERN HEADQUARTERS- Bright and white is the office of the Thunder Bay
Farmers Cooperative on "Manning Hill" west of the city of Alpena. Two 1500
gallon tankwagons and a service truck stand ready to answer farmers' colis.

----.
rHUNDEI BAY FAlM£R1-

CO-OP

•
Ions of motor oils and 400 tires
a year to area' farms.

\Ve should remember that
these are counties with relatively
small numbers of Farm Bureau
members, but with big leaders.
The development of the Thunder
Bay Farmers Cooperative was a
100%, all-County Farm Bureau
effort. The officers and board
members of the cooperative are
the same leaders who sparked the
growth of their County Farm
Bureaus.

Many Farm Bureau members
!lave met these men from the
north at Michigan Farm Bureau
Annual Meetings - men like
A.rchie 'Virgau, Herman and Rau
'Vegemeyer, Ed Cauls, Cliff
Jacobs, Rolland Ohlrich, John
Gudding and Herman Cordes.
They are names long-familiar to
those who know Farm Bureau
people.

Shortly after the Thunder Bay
Farmers Cooperative began oper-
ations, Harding Torsch took over
as sales manager. In the early
years this meant that Harding was
"chief cook and bottle washer",
bookkeeper, janitor and tank-
wagon driver. He was "It."

Today, Harding has help and
can give his attention to manage-
ment work. The records are the
job of a full-time bookkeeper.
Two drivers operate 1500 gallon
tankwagons throughout Alpena
County, the eastern part of Mont-
morency and the southeastern sec-
tion of Presque Isle Counties.

The Thunder Bay Farmers Co-
operative has become a paying
proposition for its proud fanner-
owners. They have done a fine
job - but again ...

That's Paul Bunyan country.

Michigan Fann Bureau leaders went north to or~anize
County Farm Bureaus in the early' 40s. The reception they re-
ceived brought them back with smiles on their faces. They had
met some wonderful people in some wonderful areas.

In counties like Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle, for
example. "The folks in those counties have an enthusiasm that
picks you up like a breath of fresh air," they said. "Just toss
them the ball, and they'll go places!"

The folks lived up to their
rating. In the late 1940's a cluster
of counties in the northern half
of the lower peninsula formed
County Farm Bureaus. It didn't
take their leaders long to go to
work on important projects.

"Great minds run in the same
channels," they say. It developed
that the leaders of Alpena and
~Iontmorency County Farm Bu-
reaus both had ideas for develop-
ing a petroleum cooperative. They
had to find out about each other's
plans when they conferred with
the legal staff at the Michigan
Farm Bureau. So the plans
blended into a joint venhlre.

Presque Isle County Farm Bu-
reau leaders also expressed an in-
terest and joined the team before
the game began. An organizing
campaign was launched to estab-
lish the Thunder Bay Farmers
Cooperative, Inc. The remarks of
one of the leaders became the
campaign battle cry.

"'Ve farm p('ople have paid for
many petroleum bulk plants and
tankwagons, and we don't own
any of them. It's time we got
together and did business for our-
selves."

The start of the business on
~larch 17, 1952 was modest. It
might have been discouraging to
some. But some people just do
not lie down and sav "Uncle"
without a fight. And those folks
up there live in Paul Bunyan
country!
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'lllRICULIURE IN ACIIDII AROUIID MICHIBAI
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co-oP ACTIVITY PROGRAM

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEMBERS of the Michigan Association of Farmer Cooperatives review a copy of their 1967 pro-
posed activities program. Shown are (seated): Elton Smith, MFB president; Alfred Roberts, Pigeon Co-op Elevator Co. man-
ager, and L A Cheney, MAFC secretary-manager, members of the executive committee. Other members are (left to right):
Keith Middleton, Wilbur Smith, Eugene Erskine, Bruce Needh::lm, Edsel Brewer, William Parsons and Carl Heisler.

BEAN GROWERS REPORT

HOUSE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE member, Representotive Sanford Charron (center, D-Pinconning), introducer of last year's
successful bill creating a Bean Commission, gets a firsthand report from two of the Commission members, bean growers Wil-
ford Root (left), Saginaw, and Warner Meylan (right), Bay City. Rep. Charron also introduced and obtained passage of the
"Emigrant Agent" bill, designed to prevent pirating of farm labor.

EXPERIMENTAL MACHINE

EVERYONE IS INTERESTED- in the experimental pickling-cucumber picker built
by the Wilde Brothers in their plant at Bailey. Looking over the machine are:
(left to right) Robert Sprenger, Coleman; Stanley Hope, Hartford; Bruce Schneider,
Wilde Brothers Co.; Louis Wilde, Bernie Wilde and Frank Durst, of Wilde Bros.

"LAS VEGAS OR BUST"

FABULOUS LAS VEGAS - extends an early welcome to Michigan farmers who are
already making plans to attend the giant American Farm Bureau Federation annual
meeting held there in early December. Touring groups will leave early, visit Cali-
fornia lOights on their way to the meeting.

WHAT DID THEY SAY?

A SECRET BEAN RECIPE? - Quite probably the topic was beans when Gratiot
Farm Bureau Secretary, Mrs. Leona Vance, visited with Gov~rnor Romney at the
recent Capitol Bean Smorgasbord, served by Gratiot Farm Bureau Women.

STATE SAFETY COMMITTEE

SAFETY LEGISLATION- is the topic of discussion as Robert Smith, Michigan Farm Bureau's Legislative Counsel, brings the
Women's State Safety Committee up to date at a recent meeting in Lansing. Members of the committee are: (left to right)
Mrs. Nelson DeGroot, Eaton; Mrs. Harland Welke, Lapeer; Mrs. Eugene DeMatio, chairman, Ogemaw; Mrs. Earl Hendricks,
Kalkaska, and Mrs. Don Root, Gratiot.
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PARTNERS IN GROWTH •••

William Wilkinson
at the University of Idaho where
he gained a B.S. degree in Busi-
ness Administration.

Three years in the Air Force
were followed by discharge in
1958 with the rank of 1st Lieu-
tenant. Presently' Vilkinson holds
the rank of Captain in the Air
Force Reserves.

Kenneth Wimmer
"Ken," his wife, Terry, and

four year old daughter, Deborah,
live in 'Howell.

The appointment of William
\Vilkinson, 32, as Associate Gen-
eral Counsel of the Michigan
Farm Bureau and affiliate com-
panies, has been announced by
the Executive Committee of the
~1ichigan Farm Bureau.

In making the announcement,
Elton Smith, president of the
~lichigan Farm Bureau and chair-
man of the Executive Committee,
said: "\Ve we/come Mr. Wilkin-
son to our staff at a time when the
growth of Farm Bureau and Farm
Blireau Companies makes it more
important than et:er that we re-
main alert to the myriad of legal
obligations and requirements."

Recently admitted to the Mich-
igan Bar, 'Vilkinson is a former
resident of Canon City, Colorado,
where he engaged rn private law
practice after winning his degree
from Denver University.

His parents were wheat pro-
dllcers at Trenton, North Dakota,
and early education was in schools
of that area, followed by studies

NAMED LEGAL COUNSEL

TO CENTRAL DISTRICT
Kenneth Wimmer, 24, former

teacher in the Howell school sys-
tem, has been named Michigan
Farm Bureau representative for
the central region, serving the
counties of Livingston, Genesee,
Clinton, Shiawassee, Oakland,
Eaton and Ingham.

A graduate of Michigan State
Univ,;.:rsity,with a B.S. degree in
Agricultural Mechanics, Wimmer
is a life-long resident of Living-
ston county. His background in-
cludes several years of 4-H Club
work and F.F.A. activity.

According to Charles Burkett,
Field Operations chairman, the
addition of Wimmer brings the
field staff of the Michigan Farm
Bureau to full strength, "fulfilling
plans made to offer more local
services as part of the expanded
program of the 'new' Farm Bu-
reau."

Mr. Vermillion said the new
Sales Manager wiU direct the work
_of an Agency force of 217 people,
serving more than 140,000 policy-
holders throughout Michigan. The
Farm Bureau Insurance group is
comprised of Farm Bureau Mu-
tual Insurance, Farm Bureau Life
Insurance, and Community Serv-
ice Insurance companies.

Mr. Hansbarger is a member
of Rotary, the Life Underwriters
association, Allegan Diners club,
and the Westward school PT A.

BEET SUGAR INDUSTRY OF MICHIGAN

Michigan, one of the world's greatest
industrial areas is also an agricultural
leader. A fine example of industry-agricul-
ture cooperation is the MICHIGAN BEET
SUGAR INDUSTRY. Progressive farmers
and efficient industrial food processors
provide consumers with a product of
which it can truly be said: None Finer in
All The World ... MICHIGAN MADE PURE
SUGAR. Remember MICHIGAN MADE
PURE SUGAR when you shop. Ask for it
by name ... PIONEER or BIG CHIEF
SUGAR, grown, pr<?cessed, and sold in
Michigan.

Appointment of H. Roger Hans-
barger, 34, as Sales Manager of
Farm Bureau Insurance C om-
panies, effective luly 1, has been
announced by N. L. Vermillion,
Administrative Vice President.

A 1957 graduate of Michigan
State University with a degree in
business education, Mr. Hansbar-
ger joined the Farm Bureau In-
surance group in 1960, and has
been serving as Agency Manager
of Allegan and Van Buren Coun-
ties. He has completed one year
of graduate studies at MSU.

SALES MANAGER NAMED

•

•

SPECIAL RATE TO FARM BUREAU MEMBERS: 25 words for $2.00 each edition. Additional words, 10 cents each. Figures such as 12 or $12.50 count as
one word. NON-MEMBER advertisers: 15 cents per word one edition, two or more editions, 10 cents per word. Copy deadline: 20th of the month.

AUCTIONS 20 LIVESTOCK 20 LIVESTOCK 34 WANTED FARMS FOR SALE

10 FARMS FOR SALE

8 FARM EQUIPMENT

MISSOURI AUCTION SCHOOL. Free
catalog! 1330-50 Linwood, Kansas City,
Mo. 64109. (2- Tf-l0b)

FARROWING STALLS - Complete
$22.95. Free Literature. Dolly Enter-
prises, 219 Main, Colchester, Illinois.

(5-3t-12p) 8

FARMERS:
Check the value you get in

Gelatin Bone Perfect Balancer,
the mineral feed of champions:

Percent Percent
Min. Max.

Phosphorous 8.0 9.0
Calcium 29.0 34.0
Mag. Sulfate .24
Iodine (pure) .015 .018
Cobalt Sulfate .01 .03
Salt 0.00 0.00

Get Perfect Balancer at vour
elevator. Distributed in ~1ich-
igan by:

FARM BUREAU
SERVICES, INC.

The GELATIN BONE CO.
Box 125, Emme", Michigan

HOG MEN ATTENTION --Superior
farrowinl utup adaptable for purebred
or feeder pile. Can handle 90 Utte,.
per year on aix time farrowlnl per year.
Capecity cen be increaaed. 110 acr ...
Five room houae, bath, fume.;e, new
well, acreened porch, aaraae.Bulldlnla
in lood repalr. Scbool bua. Blacktop
road. FOW' milea to DeEter, 12 mile. to
Ann Arbor. $49,500 with 112,500 down.
Oril Fe,.uaOll. Broker, phone Dexter,
Mlchlpn 426-4377 for appointment.
(Waahtenaw County) (7~lt-7Op) 10

For every roll of Kodacolor or Black
and White film you send us for proces-
sing, you will receive ABSOLUTELY
FREE a fresh roll of the same size film
with your developed prints.

8 exposure developed 320
and enlarged

PLUS FREE ROLL KODACOLOR FILM
12 exposure developed 390

and enlarged
PLUS FREE ROLL KODACOLOR FILM
GIANT SIZE COLOR PRINTS 19c
(Kodacolor negatives only) ea.

Only the finest Kodak
materials used.

Maplewood Studio
Box 362 lansing, Mich.

FREE FILM

WANTED - EIGHT TO TWELVE MILK
CAl\' size cooler, 110 Volt. As will be used
to cool water only, style of bottom and
shape not important, could use bulk-milk
style. Should be standard make, in better-
than-average condition. \Vhite Sugar Bush
Supplies Company, Box #1107, Lansing,
Michigan. (Ingham County)

(7-It-47b) 34

WANTED: FULL TI~fE HOUSEKEEPER.
Care for ~frs. Huxtable in our own home.
I have full time business. No children,
small house, car furnished. Could be op-
portunity to extend social security bene-
fits. For details, salary, time-off, etc., con-
tact Robert Huxtable, owner - Sugar Bush
Supplies Company, Lansing 4, Michigan.
(Ingham County) (7-lt-46b) 34

WANTED: Couple to mllllale lnfinnary.
Reference required. Write BOll 960,
L~alftl, Ylchllaft (7-lt-12b) 34

22 NURSERY STOCK

26 POULTRY

MILKING SHORTHORN BULLS - Sired
by Motz's Red Lad, Dam's good pedigree,
8 months old, weight 700 lbs. Robert
Niersel, 3080 S. Hemlock Rd., Hemlock,
Michigan. (Saginaw County)

(7-It-25p) 20

ST ARK BRO'S NEW 150th Anniversary
Catalog' FREEl Spectacular full-color dis-
play of 'Giant-size Apples, Peaches, Nec-
tarines (Fuzzless Peaches), Pears, Cher-
ries, Apricots, Plums from DWARF, Semi-
Dwarf, Standard Size trees. Ornamentals,
Roses, etc. GUARA."'JTEED. Stark, Dept.
30577, Louisiana, ~fissouri 63353.

(7 -3t-39b) 22

DAY OLD OR STARTED PULLETS-
The DeKalk profit pullet. Accepted by
the smart poultryman for high egg pro-
duction, superior egg quality, greater feed
efficiency. If you keep records, youll
keep DeKalbs. Write for prices and
catalog. KLAGER HATCHERIES, Bridge-
water, Michigan. Telephones: Saline HAzel
9-7087, Manchester GArden 8-3034
(Wasbtenaw County) (tf-46b) 26

KLAGER'S DeKALB PROFIT PULLETS
-Sixteen weeks and older. The proven
Hybrid. Raised under ideal conditions by
experienced poultrymen. Growing birds in-
spected weekly by trained staff. Birds on
full feed, vaccinated, debealted, true to
age, and delivered in clean coops. See
them I \Ve have a grower near you. Birds
raised on Fann Bureau feed. KLAGER
HATCHERIES, Bridgewater, Michigan.
Telephones: Saline, HAzel 9-7087, Man-
chester GArden 8-3034. (Washtenaw
County) (tf-72b) 26

POULTRY~fEN-Use Perfect Balancer,
S % phosphate mineral feed in your ground
feed. Eliminate soft shelled eggs. Milt 3
lbs. per 100 lbs. feed. The Gelatin Bone
Co., Box 125, Emmett, Michigan.

(tf-25b) 26

"FREE" - Send for "Big" ~O page Fann-
ers Discount Catalog, Mail a post card
today to "Fann-Visor," Box 277, Concord,
Michigan. ( 4-6t-21p) 20

FEEDING HOGS? Use salt free, high
analysis Perfect Balancer 8 % phosphate
mineral feed in your hog feed. ~fix one
pound of Perfect Balancer with each 100
lbs. of ground feed. You can eliminate
bone meal by using Perfect Balancer. Get
Perfect Balancer at vour elevator. The
Gelatin Bone Co., Box 125, Em m e tt ,
Michisan. (tf-50b) 20

FOR SALE - 35 large Wisconsin Holstein
Heifers. 1200 lbs., vaccinated, from good
herd, due July and August - $300.00. 5
registered. Ed Tanis, Jenison, Michigan.
Phone MO 9-9226. (Ottawa County)

( 5-2t-26b) 20

HEREFORD BULLS-pure bred herd
sires. Ready for service. Also, registered
heifers and calfs. Egypt Valley Hereford
Fann, 6611 Knapp St., Ada, Michigan.
Phone OR 6-1090. (Kent County)

(11-tf-25b) 20

FOR SALE - registered Tennessee Walk-
ing Horses; mares, fillies, geldings, and
stallion. Merton A. Gilmore, Blue Water
Road, R#6, Traverse City, Michigan.
(Grand Traverse County) (6-3t-2Ip) 20

DAIRYMEN-Use Perfect Balancer 8%
phosphate mineral feed. Mix one pound
of Perfect Balancer to everv 100 lbs. of
ground feed. You can eliminate bone meal
bv using Perfect Balancer. Get Perfect
B'alancer at vour elevator. The Gelatin
Bone Co., Box 125, Emmett, Michigan.

(tf-40b) 20

CATILE FEEDERS-Feed high analysis
Perfect Balancer 8 % phosphate mineral
feed. Feed free choice. Put plain salt in
one container and Perfect Balancer Min-
eral in another container. The animal
knows which one he needs. Get Perfect
Balancer mineral at vour elevator. The
Gelatin Bone Co., Box 125, Em met t,
Michigan. (tf-47b) 20

FOR SALE14

160-ACRE DAIRY FARM, 145 acres work
land, 70 acres Alfalfa; 36 stanchions, 40
free stalls. 30' X 60' steel tool shed, re-
modeled 4 bedroom house. 2 miles north
of Ovid. "'rite Darwin Munson, Salesman,
Ithaca 2, Michil(an - Phone - 875-3528.
Hugh Robertson, Realtor 875-4828. (Gra-
tiot County) ( 7-It-44p) 10

FOR SALE: Cheap. Used King portable
Jtrinder, molasses mixer, sheller on 1960
Ford truck. Call Hastings 945-223, Stan
Tomkin. (Barry Connty) (7-It-19b) 14

ENGLISH SHEPHERD PUPS from
Tinker and Bing---$20.99. For stocle
and watch. Ferns Bradley, Springport,
Michigan (Jackson Co.) (7-lt-16p) 6

COMING YEARLING POLLED short-
hom bull, excellent individual. Come
aee him. Ray Peters, 3 miles southeast
Elsie on Riley Road. Phone 862-4852.
(Clinton County) (7-1t22P) 20

SUBDIVISION SPECIAL - 80 acres of
rich Brookston bean land, 2 miles from
new Owosso High School. House, build-
ings, blacktop. Price - $40,000. Please
write to Joseph V. Lois, 1805 S. Kerby
Rd., Corunna, Michigan 48817 or call
743-3388. (6-2t-38p) 10
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MICHIGAN FARM BUREAU

"HOME RULE"-WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
"What will 'county home rule' do to our local governments?" This is a question frequently

asked by farm people. The first real answer may be just around the corner. We may have a
new Michigan "home rule" law by the time you read these lines. Watch for the news.

The debate in the Legislature over what the law should contain has been long and hard-fought.
It ran into a deadlock in 1965. By mid-June of this year, a compromise draft of a "home rule"
bill had reached the conference committee of both houses. As this is written it still is in that
committee.

No proposals have been considered, in any case, to force any county to adopt "home rule."
Many counties may never adopt such a government, and yet, drastic changes may come in
county government from another direction.

4,

•

11' •

"

cases it would be the chairmen
of the political parties. Districting
must be based on the most recent
census figures - or a special cen-
sus survey. Districts cannot be
drawn to give advantage to a
political party. No "gerrymander-
ing."

The present home rule bill
would allow any registered voter
to make a court appeal against
the districting plan made by the
apportionment commission. Or if
the commission failed to draft a
plan within 180 days, a voter
could submit one of his own for
consideration.

Any charter drawn up by the
charter commission must be re-
viewed by the state Attorney Gen-
eral to test whether it is legal.
It must be signed by the Gover-
nor. Only then may the voters
cast ballots to accept or reject the
charter.

1. Is it probable that a "home rule" charter proposal might
be made in your county?
A. 'Vhat conditions make such a proposal likely to

develop?
B. 'Vhy do you think such a proposal might not

develop?

2. List the things you think would be favorable to you
under a charter county government.
List the things that would be unfavorable.

3. In what ways might Farm Bureau people work to-
gether if action were taken for the adoption of a
"home nIle" charter in your county?

ping like Jacks-in-the-Box right in
the county where you live.

Should a county charter even
be considered? This question can
be placed on the ballot by a ma-
jority vote of the supervisors or
by a petition signed by 50/0 of
the registered voters. The ques-
tion is stated to ask whether a
charter commission should be
elected to draft a proposed char-
ter. The voters decide.

If they approve, then there is an
election of charter commissioners
on a partisan ballot. They must
come from "single member dis-
tricts" as nearly equal in popula-
tion as possible.

These districts must be set up
by a county apportionment com-
mission consisting of the county
clerk, treasurer, prosecuting at-
torney and a representative from
each of the two major political
parties of the county. In most

FOR DISCUSSION

/-,c".-.-.'. \

:'(FOME RULE
J~(.: ISSUES

MOVE
HOME

A charter county's taxing pow-
ers? The bill places a debt limit
on a charter county not to exceed
10% of the state-equalized prop-
erty valuation of the county. It
would provide no power for the
county to levy an income tax.
Property, real and personal, are
still to be the main source of
revenue. Objections have been
made that this hampers the
needed resources of the countv
and overloads taxes on property.

The bill would permit a charter
county to levy up to 10 mills,
again based on the state-equalized
valuation, but at least one half of
thi~ must come from the consti-
tutional 15 to 18 mill limitation.

If the charter is approved, the
people vote again to elect the
officers required bv law - includ-
ing a county executive and a
hoard of county commissioners.
The board members are, again,
elected from single-member dis-
tricts based on population. Quite
clearly, urban-type districts would
hold sweeping control over both
the charter commission and the
hoard of commissioners.

The election would also include
the choosing of the customary
county officers mentioned earlier
in this article. All of these elec-
tions would be on partisan ballots.

A county does not become a
charter county until all of these
steps have been completed. If the
1966 bill becomes law this sum-
mer, the scene of action will shift
rrom the Legislature to your home
county. Then the question whether
or not to adopt a charter for your
county may find proposals pop-

DELEGATE GUIDELINES
Last fall, the voting delegates to the ~lichigan Farm Bureau

convention adopted several guidelines for Home-Rule charters.
They IlQ!Jed that most proposed legislation allows an increase in
the present property-tax limitations by five to ten mills to
finance charter counties.

The delegates said: "'Ve recommend Home Rule counties be
restricted to the property tax limitations provided in the con-
stitution, and that theX be permitted to levy non-property taxes,
including income taxes."

The Legislature has passed a bill reqUlrmg aU counties to
redistrict for the purpose of electin~ county supervisors. The
Governor may si~n the bill before you read this. But do not
confuse this law with the "home rule" bill.

Sho~lld this new apportionment law become binding on coun-
ties, all counties would have to elect supervisors from districts
having as nearly equal populations as possible. The "If' re-
mains because the question whether the law is constihltional
must still be tested in the courts. Cases challenging the ques-
tion are already before the courts.

If this law should become enforceable, it will cut heavily
into the township system of government. Township boundaries
will mean little with respect to electing districts. The heavily
populated urbanized districts would control the county govern-
ing body. Court decisions have tended to support government
representation based on population. If such becomes the rule,
man~ counties may decide that they may as well adopt "home
nIle.

'Vhat is "home nIle?"
Permission to adopt a local government charter was first

granted to cities and villages by the ~1ichigan constitution of
1908. Under such charters, cities and villages could act to
determine their own government operations independently from
county governments insofar as the law extended their rights.

"Home rule" powers included the right to pass local ordin-
ances, establish special governing bodies and departments and
to tax for the support of city or village services as needed.

The last thirty years have seen many counties become almost
entirely metropolitan in makeup. People in such counties have
pressed for the right to establish a county "home rule" type of
government similar to that of the cities.

They have stressed their need for metropolitan-type services
with legal powers and financial freedom to provide them,
services such as police and fire protection, sewage systems,
water systems, streets and street lighting, building and zoning
regulations, etc. Traditional county governments, they said,
are not designed to meet the changing requirements of these
new high-population communities.

Provisions to penn it charter ''home rule" counties in Michi~an
were approved in the new ~fichigan constitution of 1962. But
the powers and limitations for such governments must be pro-
vided bv law. That is where the matter has rested since 1962.
~Iichig;n has no charter county governments yet. There could
be many in a couple of years.

~fany drastic proposals have been made for the Michi~an
"home rule" law. The 1966 bill shows much compromise in
the Legislarnre.

Under that bill, the people of any county could decide to
form a charter government. There were proposals to require
that a county have a certain population number to be eligible
for home rule, but now, even a county which is mainly agri-
culhlral might adopt a charter.

The 1966 bill would retain the traditional county officers-
the sheriff, county clerk, treasurer, register of deeds and prose-
cuting attorney. If customary to a county, the drain commis-
sioner and road commissioners could be continued. Such offi-
cers would be elected on a partisan ticket.

During debate, proposals appeared that all county officers
be appointed by one elected head rather than to be elected
individually. How serious is this?

"There officers perform administrative jobs only and have no
policy making powers, perhaps appointment would be less
serious. But if policy making officers were not accountable to
the voters, they could be dictated to by any partisan boss that
held the key office.

In the 1966 bill, there are a number of occasions provided
which would call upon the voters to decide.
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Mr. Mead also leaves nine grand-
children.

A memorial fund has been es-
tablished for him at the Central
Free Methodist Church of Lan-
sing where he was a member.

Ernest J. Mead

Roy W. Bennett

Herbert Peppel

Ellen; three sons, Jon of Jackson,
Donald and Raymond, both of
Standish; one daughter, Mrs. Kay
Morris, of Mt. Pleasant; his
mother, Mrs. Lena Peppel, Stand-
ish, and three sisters.

trade throughout the state were
on a first-name basis with Roy.

Survivors include his wife, two
sons, and a daughter, Mrs. LuciUe
Sinclair - who has been an em-
ployee of Farm Bureau Services
for 46 years.

WAS WELL-KNOWN

SERVED COOPERATIVES
Ernest J. Mead, 511 N. Hay-

ford Street, Lansing, died June 7
at the age of 59. He had been
an employee of the Michigan Ele-
vator Exchange, division of Farm
Bureau Services, Inc., since 1953.

ftf ead~s position was in the Ac-
counting Department of M.E.E.,
which has a yearly business vol-
ume of nearly $40 million.

Prior to his 13 years of service
for the Elevator Exchange, he had
been employed by the Nashville
Cooperative Elevator Association,
Nashville, Michigan.

Mead is survived by his wife,
Margaret; two sons, Forrest, of
Pensacola, Florida, and Gordon, of
Gladstone, Michigan; two daugh-
ters, Mrs. John Luce, Kalamazoo,
and Patricia, at home.

Other survivors include parents
Mr. and Mrs. Elgin Mead, Hast-
ings, and two brothers, Clare, Rat-
tle Creek, and Donald, Nashville.

BAY COUNTY
PRESIDENT

The Bay County Farm Bureau
l.ost one of its outstanding leaders
with the passing of Herbert J.
Peppel, 51, on June 7 following
a brief illness.

Peppel 'UJd been president of
the Bay County Farm Bureau
since 1962. Bay ranks 8th in the
state in membership standings
with 1467 family members.

He joined Farm Bureau in 1944
and was active in the organiza-
tion on the community, county
and state levels since that time.

"Herb," as he was known to his
many Farm Bureau friends, par-
ticipated mainly in community
group, citizenship, local affairs,
and commodity activities.

A member of the Flying Farm-
ers, he had owned and operated
a large farm near Standish, where
he lived all of his life.

He is survived by his wife,

Roy W. Bennett, former man-
ager of the Farm Bureau Services
seed department for nearly a
quarter-century, passed away on
June 2 at the age of 87.

Prior to his retirement in 1955,
he had earned the title of «dean
of all Farm Bureau employees"
with a total of 35 years of service.

When Farm Bureau bought the
Cedar Street Lansing offices in
1920, Bennett was the building
superintendent. He was asked to
continue there as an employee of
Farm Bureau and was soon
brought into the newly-established
seed department, of which he
was named manager in 1932.

For 23 years, he and his staff
were responsible for purchasing,
assembling, cleaning, packaging,
sale and delivery of five to seven
million Farm Bureau brand field
seeds a year - enough to sow
h,,zf a million acres annually.

Farmers, cooperative elevator
people, and others in the seed

IN MEMORIAM
--------...--

Russel Moore, CLU
Farm Bureau's Family Financial Planning
and Business Continuation Consultant-
Moore received his Master's Degree from
the University of Michigan. He served
as a faculty member of MSU's Insur-
ance Department from 1950 to 1963.

ents' estate and does not give the
non-farm operating heirs a share
of the farm son's own accumula-
tion.

Carefully completed plans can
be worked out with the help of
the family attorney, accountant
and insurance advisor - a team
of family financial advisors that
can guarantee all details for each
individual family.

Provision can also be made in
family agreements for the father
to qualify for Social Security
when he elects to retire.

There are many ways the farm
can be guaranteed to "stay in the
family." It takes pre-planning by
a family that is willing to sit down
and "blueprint" how they would
like to see their farm estate dis-
tributed.

If you are interested in more
information, contact the Family
Financial Planning and Business
Continuation Department in the
Farm Bureau Insurance Lansing
Horne Office - or call your local
Farm Bureau Insurance Agent.

FINANCIAL PLANNING for farm estates was the topic of a series of ten meetings
with young farm couples held recently. Hypothetical estates and family situations
were used to show how proper planning can conserve the estate and save tax dol-
lars. The programs were conducted by Rusty Moore, C.loU., and Tom Gill, Educa-
tion and Training Director, both of Farm Bureau Insurance. Gill is shown above
at one such meeting.

ents and those heirs who will
operate the farm.
(2) Plan for equitable, but not
necessarily equal treatment for
the "non-farm" heirs and spell
these details out in proper legal
documents.
(3) Minimize estate taxes and
maintain the farm as a going
concern and whenever possible,
«vaccinate" the estate to elimin-
ate the "pox" marks of taxes.
Family Financial Planning for

the estate can begin when the
family decides what plans and
"blueprints" it would like to fol-
low. The parents may decide
they want a particular son to be
able to continue working the farm
and, someday, be in a position to
own it. If so, they can start the
plan now with the necessary legal
documents to guarantee it.

The farm son has worked long
hOllrs, turned away from another
career and plowed his profits
back into the farm. He has been
investing in his future. A value
should be placed on the son's con-
tribution to the farm. This
amount is deducted from the full
value of the estate. Usually, much
of the personal property has been
purchased with combined earn-
ings of the father and son. These
could pass on to the son outside
the estate.

The total of the farm personal
property and the son's contribu-
tions often are deducted from the
gross estate. The remaining es-
tate can be divided equitably
among the heirs. This guarantees
all heirs a fair share of the par-

Will Your Farm Stay in the Family?
(Editor's Note: The following article has been prepared to
point out some of the pitfalls and problems which exist in passing
farm estates on to heirs - including facts concerning the extent
of inheritance and estate taxes and ways they can be reduced or
eliminated through family financial planning.)

By: Russel H. Moore, CL U
It's no secret that farms are getting bigger every year. Twenty

years ago, a $100,000 farm estate might have been considered
quite large. A family with 100 acres was the exception, not the
rule. Today, a $200,000 investment in a good farm is an avoerage
operation.

About 95 percent of these
farms around the nation are still
owned by individual families.
Some have taken the time to pre-
pare a legal agreement to define
ownership for today as well as
for the eventualities of tomorrow.
Unfortunately, a vast majority of
families have only a vague verbal
agreement between the parents
and children - that will be of
little value when the estate is
passed to heirs.

When death occurs, the prob-
lems begin. Even if the parents
have drawn up a will, Uncle Sam
can step in to claim his share
before the farm real estate and
other. assets can be transferred
to the heirs. For example, Fed-
eral Estate taxes, Michigan in-
heritance taxes, probate and other
transfer expenses would total over
$40,000 on a $200,000 estate.

If the family does not have a
will, even greater problems are
created. There is not always
agreement as to who should get
the farm. Most of us feel it should
go to the son or sons who have
stayed to operate the family farm,
helping to maintain and increase
its value. Then, what is an equit-
able inheritance value that should
pass to the other children? Should
they receive a-share €:qual to that
of the son who has remained on
the farm?

What is a «fair share" for the
non-farm members? Who should
set the fair market value? Should
the «farm son" have the first
chance to Pllrchase the other
shares at the pre-determined mar-
ket vallie? Should specific credit
be determined for improvements
that the farm operating son has
paid for out of his own earnings?

These are all questions which
bring in personalities and opin-
ions. They can be answered by
a healthy, happy family, but sel-
dom can they be answered equit-
ably in a courtroom. 'Vithout a
will, the estate is divided accord-
ing to the state law and the in-
terests of the son or sons who
have remained on the family farm
have no bearing upon the distri-
bution.

In making an orderly transfer
of the farm estate to children, the
following objectives should be
kept in mind:

(1) Try to achieve entire fam-
ily agreement, if possible, in-
cluding a reasonable degree of
security for the parent or par-

•

•

, .

.. .

~ .
r

III ..



')

.1

,d
MICHIGAN FARM NEWSJuly 1, 1966SIXTEEN

WHY DO SO MANY MEMBERS INSURE THEIR CARS
AND TRUCKS WITH FARM BUREAU INSURANCE?

.. '

Because they want the best possible protection for their insurance dollar. Because
they want prompt, friendly service. Because they want convenience.

Members throughout Michigan insure more than 58,000 vehicles with Farm Bureau
Insurance. Why? Because we provide TOTAL PROTECTION for their family,
for their cars and trucks, and for their legal liability - at the lowest possible cost.
For example, members receive a 100/0 discount when two or more cars are insured
with Farm Bureau Mutual.

If you don't have all your cars and trucks insured with Farm Bureau, why not call
your local Agent? Ask for a comparison of cost, coverages and service. You'll be
pleasantly surprised.

CALL THE FARM BUREAU INSURANCE OFFICE NEAREST YOU:
Adrian, Ph. 265-5255
Allegan, Ph. 673-6651
Allendale, Ph. 895-4381
Alpena, Ph. 354-5815
Ann Arbor, Ph. 663-3141
Bad Axe, Ph. 269-8421
Bay City, Ph. 684-2772
Berrien Springs,

Ph. 473-4791
Caro, Ph. 673-3232
Cassopolis, Ph. 445-3134

Centreville, Ph. 467-4325
Charlotte, Ph. 543-2860
Coldwater, Ph. 278-5106
Drayton Plains,

Ph. 674-0453
Escanaba, Ph. 786-2989
Flint, Ph. 789-9109
Grand Rapids, Ph. 361-7379
Hastings, Ph. 945-2174
Hillsdale, Ph. 437-2458
Howell, Ph. 546-4920

Ida, Ph. 269-9145
Ionia, Ph. 527-3960
Ithaca, Ph. 875-4626
Jackson, Ph. 784-0917
Kalamazoo, Ph. 327-4401
Lapeer, Ph. 664-2022
Marshall, Ph. 781-3651
Mason, Ph. 676-5578
Memphis, Ph. 392-2595
f\,ft. Pleasant, Ph. 772-6361
Owosso, Ph. 725-5274

Petoskey, Ph. 347-2111
Paw Paw, Ph. 657-3350
Reed City, Ph. 832-9681
Saginaw, Ph. 755-4495
St. Johns, Ph. 224-3255
Sandusky, Ph. 648-2800
Scottville, Ph. 757-3151
Traverse City, Ph. 947-9452
Washington, Ph. 781-4241
'Vest Branch, Ph. 89

FARM BUREAU
---INSURANCE

GROUP
Farm Bureau Mutual - Farm Bureau Life. Community Service, LANSING

"
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