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BEANS FOR BRITAIN—6100 “long” tons of them, are shown
being loaded into the hold of the Greek vessel “Heraclitos”
bound for London, from Port Huron, Michigan, through the St.
Lawrence Seaway. The 100-lb. bags of pea-beans were stowed
into six holds, each 55 feet deep. A fagm cooperdtive effort
from grower direct to European processor, the beans were
handled through local co-op elevators, ‘assembled into ship-
load lot and sold by the Michigan Elevator Exchange Division
of Farm Bureau Services. Loading labor was supplied by Farm
Bureau’s new labor recruiting affiliate — MASA.

15,000 ACRES OF BEANS — with an approximate farm value
of nearly $2,000,000 are involved in the total shipment, with
“Heraclitos” one of a fleet of six ships being loaded with al-
most 14,000 tons of Michigan beans by temporary labor pro-
vided through the Michigan Agricultural Services Associa-
tion (MASA). A severe labor shortage had threatened loss of
the shipment when dockside tracks were jammed by 62 car-
loads of beans which Port Authorities were unable to move.
At this point MASA brought in a crew of migrant farm workers
which earlier had helped in Michigan’s fruit harvest.
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Editorial

STATE POLICIES

This issue of the FARM NEWS contains your
copy of the important state policy resolutions
enacted by the voting delegates at the recent
47th annual meeting of the Michigan Farm
Bureau.

May we suggest that you save it — possibly
removing the center eight-pages as a unit to
make your set of resolutions less cumbersome.

Onmitted are national policy recommendations
— which now move on to the annual meeting
of the American Farm Bureau Federation in
Las Vegas, and action there before a delegate
body made up of farmers from 49 states and
Puerto Rico.

“We must be ever flexible in a time when
changes in agriculture occur more and more
rapidly . . .” said Resolutions Committee chair-
man Louis Hayward, in his introduction to the
resolution debate.

This flexibility was displayed in the care
with which 120 widely-differing policy matters
were considered in a record time. Helping
temper the judgement of the 500-member dele-
gate body were the results of the November 8
election and the realization that ten advocates
of strong government farm controls serving on
the House Agricultural Committee of Congress
had apparently been rejected by the voters.

The changes prompted American Farm Bur-
eau president, Charles B. Shuman, to say: “It
should now be possible to obtain bipartisan
cooperation in seeking economic, rather than
political, answers to agriculture’s problems . . .”

In a televised portion of his annual address
to the membership, Michigan Farm Bureau
president Elton Smith referred to the election
results when he said “the so-called experts are
still trying to decide what happened, or what
they think has happened.

“One thing I know — politicians were unable
to pin the blame for higher food prices on the
farmer. They were unable to escape the fact
that their own actions in Congress have caused
the inflation which in turn has brought about
price increases . . "

Smith said the refusal of Congress to consider
the special labor problems of agriculture has
“created misfortune for everyone, the farmer,
the worker, and most of all, the taxpaying
consumer.”

In one of their policy recommendations to
the American Farm Bureau Federation, the
Michigan delegates pinpointed the high cost
of labor as a major contributor to both the in-
flated and the real cost of food.

“State and federal legislative and regulatory
requirements including minimum wages, hous-
ing, transportation and the elimination of sup-
plemental foreign workers — that have recently
been imposed on agricultural employers, have
had a profound effect on the cost of farm labor”,
they wrote.

Expressing concern about the threats of
unionized labor in agriculture, they said that
farmers must continue efforts to inform “the
general public and lawmakers” of the many
implications which interference by government
and vested-interest groups have on the price
of food.

The Farm Bureau leaders pointed to the ser-
ious economic losses caused by insufficient
harvest labor, losses they said which increased
prices to consumers as a direct result of “un-
wise federal labor policies.”

Just how costly these short-sighted federal
policies have been to growers is outlined in
dramatic detail in a report on the adjoining
page. Underscored too, is the importance of all
farmers working together to solve this problem.

It is significant that at the time delegates
were writing “we endorse the Michigan Agri-
cultural Services Association’s program of re-
cruitment and placement of farm workers” —
the new Farm Bureau labor-procurement affili-
ate had just persuaded a crew of temporary
migrant workers to extend their Michigan stay
to help load Michigan beans on ships bound
for foreign ports. :

Within such areas of farmer-organized co-
operahrm lies the furure of farming.
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THAT REMINDS ME — THE NELSONS ARE
GETTING A NEW BULK TANK!

WHOSE BUSINESS ?

by Pete Simer

Whose business is it if wisdom takes wing,
if honesty dies, if money is king? The other

guy's?

Whose business is it if politics sour, if graft
calls the plays, if greed has its hour? L.B.J.’s?

Whose business is it if apathy thrives, if So
Whatism rules, if weirditis survives? The

schools’?

Whose business is it if races despair, rf Blacks .__

battle whites, if hate fouls the air? The Civil

Rights?

Whose business is it if Vandals destroy, if a

mad gunman draws, if crime lures a boy?

The law’s?

Whose business is it if draft cards are burned,
if some kook decries what wise men have

learned? The F.B.L.’s?

Whose business is it if big mouths hold sway,
if a ne’er-do-well damns The American Way?

Uncle Sam’s?

Whose business is it if markets grow cold, if
goods beget losses, if companies fold? The

Bosses'?

Whose business is it if Liberty’s Train nonstops
most stations as Peace waits in vain? The

United Nations’?

Whose business is it—whose to open doors,
whose to win or to lose—? The concern is

yours, that's whose!
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President’s Column

IMPRESSIONS

A “president’s eye view” of a convention
generally is one where individual people are
swamped in a sea of faces. Yet, there was an
individuality in the delegate body at the 47th
Annual Meeting of the Michigan Farm Bureau.

I have seen a dozen of our Annual Meetings
— three from the Auditorium stage. This year,
younger voices and younger faces caught my
eye and ear. You could note that certain blocs
of the delegates were younger than usual.

I would not say that it amounted to a “stam-
pede” toward youth — but there was a definite
youth movement, and it held promise for Farm
Bureau’s future.

This impression was not mine alone. Others
remarked on the “younger delegate body” this
year, And — as the board elections swung
around, there was definite evidence that some
“youthpower” had generated strength.

Delegate bodies seem to stamp themselves
with a personality all their own. This one had
“zip.” You could sense it in the way resolutions
were handled. 1 started to say that they did
it “with dispatch,” but this suggests haste, and
they were not hasty. On the contrary, they
were very thorough in their discussion and con-
sideration of the pro’s and con’s of the issues
before them.

I think that the key word which fits is “co-
operation.” Cooperation made things move.
The delegates “stayed with” the issues. There
was less wandering afield — more attention to
business. No waiting until a proposal had been
beaten into a pulp. When it had been exam-
ined fairly, the delegates acted to pass it or
dump it and move on. The result was that the
Annual Meeting closed on time!

Youth had its day in the election of members
to the Michigan Farm Bureau board of dir-
ectors. The youth movement on the board
actually began last year, with the election of
Bob Zeeb of Clinton County as director at-large.
Bob is 34 years old. 1 don’t think there is any
record as to who might be the youngest mem-
ber in Michigan Farm Bureau board history.
But I doubt if anyone was ever younger than
the new director for District 6 — Jack Laurie,
26 year old dairy farmer of Cass City in Tuscola
County. Jack is a graduate of Michigan State
University, with a degree in agricultural eco-
nomics.

Then, a 32 year old dairy farmer from Hills-
dale County will represent District 2 on the
board of our state Farm Bureau for this two-
year term. Nick Smith was a member of the
1966 state Resolutions Committee. He is a mem-
ber of the Executive Committee of the Hillsdale
County Farm Bureau. He holds a Master’s
degree in agricultural economics.

Look north, to District 10 —and there an-
other young farmer was chosen to represent
his district on the state board of directors. He
is Richard Wieland, 38 year old dairy farmer
of Ellsworth in Antrim County. And by the
time you add Ray Launstein, 27 year old live-
stock farmer of Williamston who represents
the Farm Bureau Young People on the board,
the board has grown considerably younger
this year.

Before the other members of the board shoot
me down for implying that they are “old,” 1
should speak out and declare that the average
age of these “incumbents” is only in the “early
fifties” — and who says that’s old?

But, I can assure you of one thing, These
new young board members are good farmers
and well trained, capable leaders. It shows that
good farmers will take the time to do the lead-
ership jobs. Three of these young men, Bob
Zeeb, Nick Smith and Jack Laurie are partici-
pating in the Kellogg Farm Leadership Study
Program at Michigan State University and
abroad. They are known and active leaders in
their community affairs.

These young men do not come to the board
of directors with the need for winning the re-
spect of the board. They have that respect
now, for their leadership capacities are known.

A man can’t push his age back toward youth,
but a board of directars can. And isn’t that
fortunate!

E. S.
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Secretary Wirtz Given
State Farm-Labor Facts

The farm labor crisis in Michigan during this year’s
harvest season was officially recognized recently when
Secretary of Labor W. Willard Wirtz came to the
state to get a first hand report. M.]. Buschlen, oper-
ations manager for MASA, “Michigan Agricultural
Services,” presented a summary of labor recruiting
efforts, a documentation of efforts made to obtain
permission for importation of foreign laborers to sup-
plement other available help. Here are excerpts from
Buschlen’s statement:

Mr. Secretary:

Michigan Agricultural Services Association, a Michigan Farm
Bureau affiliate, was organized to assist farmers in obtaining
seasonal labor.

Beginning May 1st as Operations Manager, I spent my
entire time actively recruiting labor for Association members.
Several thousand laborers were contacted.

By mid-August, it was obvious that sufficient supply of labor
would not be available during September and October to har-
vest fall fruit and vegetable crops.

On August 24th the Regional Director of Farm Labor Service
from Cleveland came to our office in Lansing. After several
hours of discussion of the labor picture, he advised that sup-
plemental foreign workers would not be allowed in Michigan
this year.

On August 29th the Director of the Employment Service
Division of the M.E.S.C. came to our office in Lansing. The
labor outlook was discussed in quite some detail. He advised
that farmers would have to use school children and whatever
drive-out help was available. He emphasized that no foreign
labor would be allowed in Michigan this year.

On September 1st a meeting of grower representatives was
held to assess the total situation. It was the consensus of
opinion that the problem could be solved by the temporary
importation of foreign workers.

Inasmuch as foreign workers had been allowed to enter and
assist farmers in other states, a precedent had already been
established. A formal request for a small cadre of foreign
workers was filed with the Farm Labor Service of the M.E.S.C.
on September 2nd. . .~

Fruit and vegetable grower representatives from all areas
of Michigan met October 24 and 25 to evaluate and assess the
situation. They placed the loss due to outright spoilage and
waste in the vegetable fields at % to 34 of a million dollars.
The loss of tree fruit due to excessive “drop,” up to that date,
was estimated to be 1,600,000 bushels. A potential loss of
1,000,000 bushels still exists if cold weather strikes this area.

They also recognized an immeasurable loss, for both fruits
and vegetables, in quality and nutritional value due to over-
ripening or damage due to improper handling by unqualified
workers.

We believe Farm Labor Service representatives were not
sensitive and responsive to the needs of Michigan farmers and
acted unwisely in not allowing temporary supplemental foreign
workers into Michigan to harvest the crops which have gone
to waste . . .

Mr. Secretary, we appreciate the opportunity to present our
views to you in person. We ask that you create an atmosphere
in the Farm Labor Service that will permit the use of foreign
workers in the future, as needed to prevent the loss of valuable
agricultural crops.

M. J. Buschlen

MARKET

DEVELOPMENT

b‘-‘ .:

FARM LABOR SHORTAGE was the subject when U. S. Secretary of Labor W. Willard Wirtz met in Michigan recently with
a small group of fruit and vegetable growers. M. J. Buschlen, Operctions Maonager for Farm Bureau’s new lobor recruit-
ment aoffiliote, presented a statement on behalf of Michigan growers. Around the table from left to right: State Senator
Sarder Llevin, Lewis Smith, vegetable grower from Corleton; W. L. Mainland, fruit grower from Milford; Secretary Wirtz;
Corgressman Billie S. Farnum; Buschlen; Robert Peabody, fruit grower from Fenton, ond Poul Button, fruit grower from
Formington ond vice-president of the Michigan Apple Commission. Present but net shown were Lorne Ross, fruit grower
from Farmington, and Bruce Simmons, fruit grower from Northville.

VEGETABLE LOSSES STAGGERING

Forty-five acres of good Mich-
igan farm land will produce a lot
of tomatoes — more than enough
in normal years, according to Al-
ton Cousino, to provide all of the
tomatoes that over 15,000 fam-
ilies will consume in a vear.

But Cousino, a fruit and vege-
toble farmer near Erie, grew a
“better-than-average”™ crop this
year on 45 acres which didn't
furnish a single tomato for anyone
to eat. Why?

“Lack of qualified labor or at
least those willing to do this kind
of work,” Cousino pointed out as
the reason he lost not only the 45
acres of tomatoes but also 87
acres of several different kinds
of squash, and some 6,000 bushels
of peppers.

“We got part of the peppers
picked, then later had to go out
and dump the baskets back on the

ground because we were unable
to get the help to haul them in
and to grade and pack them,”

Cousino said.

Conservative estimates place
Cousino’s loss at nearly $150,000
in lost sales.

Cousino is only one of the many
fruit and vegetable farmers in
Michigan who were hurt this vear
by the lack of available help:
Estimates by fruit and vegetable
growers from all areas of Michigan
place the total dollar loss in vege-
tables from one-half to three-
quarters of a million dollars and
tree fruit losses approaching two
million bushels.

The Monroe county farmer ex-
plained that he had planted only
his normal acreage of vegetables
this year — acreages which he
had not had trouble getting labor
to harvest in past years.

“I've always been able to get
plenty of help out of Toledo and
surrounding areas until this year,”
he said, “but this year I was un-
able to get enough help of any
kind.

“We had some help picking
peppers, then when we asked
them to help haul them in, they
refused. They absolutely refused
to work by the hour because they
figured they had made their day’s
wages piecework,” he said. “It
isn’t a question of how much they
can make in a day — they appear
to be satisfied to make a certain
amount, and that’s it.”

Cousino blamed a high level
of industrial employment for part
of his problem. “This plus the
fact that this year no one in the
state was able to get any foreign
labor, which of course, made those
local workers who were available
in much greater demand.”

SAD SIGHT — thousands of bushels of prime apples fallen and left to freeze undet
the trees — an all-too-common occurrence in labor-short Michigan. Scene is the
Alfred Wardowski and Son’s “Blossom Orchards” near Leslie, Michigan. Wardow-

is pictured in o scene filmed by Farm Bureau television cameramen for show-

ski
ing in metropelitan areas.

FROZEN, WASTED SQUASH — 87 acres of it, along with 45 acres of tomatoes and 6,000 bushels of peppers, waos lost by
one vegetoble former alone this yeor. Alton Cousino, pictured in his ruined squash field near Erie, is contemplating the
economics of a years lobor lost due to lock of qualified harvest help.
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working, not waiting . .. ..

AN M e ) Cy

MRS. HAVEN SMITH — Chairman of the Americon Form Bureou Women’s Committee and member of the board of directors
of the American Farm Bureau, is shown speaking to nearly 500 persons who attended the Farm Bureau Women's luncheon
program, November 9. Considered o highlight of the Michigan Farm Bureau annuol meeting, the program co'mbiu:led top
speakers with activity reports and unusual talent. The session waos held in Kellogg Center, Michigan State University.

“Without my extension phone
I’d be in a stew!”

An extension phone helps take the tension and the
running out of housework. The cost is little but the
convenience great. Call our Business Office. Or ask

your Telephone Man.

Michigan Bell
Part of the Nationwide Bell System

SPOTLIGHT ON TRUTH
—MRS. HAVEN SMITH

By Donna Wilber

“Never before have Farm Bureau Women had so great an
opportunity to improve producer-consumer understanding as
we have today, when boycotting housewives have turned the
spotlight of this nation on food prices,” Mrs. Haven Smith,
chairman of the American Farm Bureau Women's Committee,
told the large crowd attending the 22nd annual meeting of the
Michigan Farm Bureau Women, November 9.

Speaking at Michigan State University’s Kellogg Center,
Mrs. Smith challenged the women to work with united strength
through their organization to help the housewives in their
“quest for truth,” by continually telling the factual story of
agriculture and bringing about a widespread understanding of
the current inflationary policies of our government.

Pointing to a survey that shows
that although 849% of American
people are concerned about infla-
tion, 41% have no idea who is
responsible, Mrs. Smith said:
“These good housewives who are
picketing grocery stores simply do
not understand that it is inflation,
generated by excessive govern-
ment spending, that is causing
the rise in all prices, including
food prices.

“These women are being aided
and abetted by administration
spokesmen who are eager to divert
attention away from the real cause
of rising prices,” she said.

“Current administration policies
have a direct bearing on the costs
of many foods. For example,
farmers lost all their profits and
in some cases were forced out of
business when vast unharvested
acres of lettuce rotted in the fields
because an outrageously unfair
administration labor policy made
it impossible to get farm labor

for the harvest. This resulted in:

an 899, increase in the price of
lettuce to the consumer.”

She also told the women that
their responsibility to work for
good government is not “one iota
less” because the election is over.
“Our opportunity for effective ef-
fort in the Congress is greater
than it has been for a long time.
Now is no time to rest on our
oars. Now is the time to work.

“ Now is the time to continue
to work in the polical party of
your own personal choice, the
time to think about the next elec-
tion —to encourage people who
share your basic beliefs to file for
public office.

“Now is the time when con-
servative freshmen Congressmen
are going to Washington, for you
to be very sure they know that
you are watching, that you know
what is going on, that you care,
and that if they represent YOU,
you will send them back.

“Now is the time . . . when we
can help the farmers of America
get out of the position of having
our farm operations
politically appointed bureaucrats,”
Mrs. Smith said.

Sharing the speakers’ platform
with Mrs. Haven Smith was the
renowned lecturer, Dr. Elwood
Rowsey, who told the women
how to get the most out of them-
selves. Effectively combining hu-
mor with seriousness Dr. Rowsey
gave his formula for creating a
positive mental attitude which
leads to inner certitude,

“The most important person in
the world is YOU,” Dr. Rowsey
told the crowd. “You are the
most important person in the uni-
verse, because if you fail and

everyone else succeeds, so far
as you are concerned — the uni-
verse is a failure.

“There is only one problem in
the world — it is not the problem
of money, taxes or war — it is the
problem of man. We have learn-
ed how to kill together — will
history be able to record that we
also learned how to live together?
— Man is the answer.”

Dr. Rowsey maintains that neg-
ative attitudes are as dangerous
as poisoned food or life in a
dungeon. “A lack of self-know-
ledge is the greatest cause of
failure. In the realm of nature,
we believe that corn will produce
corn, wheat will produce wheat,
and berries will produce berries
— but in human nature, we refuse
to believe that failure produces
failure, and success produces
success., It is easier to succeed
than it is to fail.”

The daughter of Ottawa Coun-
ty Farm Bureau members, Mr.
and Mrs. William Miller, provided
the entertainment for the women’s
meeting. The vivacious 17 year
old Patricia Miller captivated her
audience with “Moods from Mary
Poppins,” and received an es-
pecially hearty approval for

“Supercalifragilistic.”

Later, Pat was named winner
of the Farm Bureau Young
People’s “talent find” and will
represent Michigan at the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau annual meeting
in Las Vegas, December 4-8.

In her chairman’s report, Mrs.
Wm. Scramlin listed the “U. and
L” committees (Understanding
and Information) as a major proj-
ect, which included rural-urban
affairs, farm tours for school chil-
dren, meetings with Extension
and Federated Women’s Clubs,
and Michigan-Ohio-Canadian idea

counties will soon be launching
the Marge Karker scholarship
fund in honor of the former
Women's Coordinator. Also that
this year's Washington Air Tour
will feature prior “legislative
training.”

Following adjournment of their
22nd annual meeting, the Farm
Bureau Women attended a spec-
ial tea in honor of Mrs. Haven
Smith. Assisting Mrs. Smith in
the receiving line were members
of the state women’s committee
and former state chairmen.
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DELEGATE SESSIOM — at the recent Michigan Farm Bureau annual meeting, cenfers on resolution action as o delegate
voices on opinion before the state Resclutions Commitine (se~ted ot long table on stoge). Committee member Eugene Rob-

erts shares a twin lectern arrang

t with pr

ident Elton Smith. Background of Christmas trees provided a rural setting.

Five Directors Named to

Michigan Farm Bureau Board
APPOINTMENT FILLS VACANCY

Races for vacancies on the
Michigan Farm Bureau Board of
Directors sparked election interest
at the recent annual meeting of
the Michigan Farm Bureau.

Four new board members were
seated as a result of the election
and a fifth new member has since
been appointed to fill a vacancy
resulting from a resignation.

Up for election were directors
from “even-numbered” districts,
plus two directors representing
the state “at-large”.

Providing an extra spark of in-
terest was the fact that both the
positions of president and vice-
president were involved, with
President Smith representing Dis-
trict 4, and vice-president Dean
Pridgeon seated on the board in
one of the expiring “at-large”
positions. Aiding speculation was
the earlier announced retirement
of several directors.

Elected from District 2 was
Nicholas Smith, (32) Addison,

replacing Wilbur Smith, Burling-
ton. Re-elected from District 4
was Elton Smith, Caledonia; elec-
ted from District 6 was John

Laurie, (27) Cass City, replacing
Ward Hodge, Snover.

Re-elected from District 8 was
Harvey Leuenberger, Saginaw,
Elected from District 10 was
Richard Wieland, (38) Ellsworth,
replacing Edgar Diamond, Al-
pena.

Re-elected to the at-large pos-
itions were Dean Pridgeon, Mont-
gomery, and Walter Frahm,
Frankenmuth.

Elected to represent Farm Bur-
eau Young People on the board
was Raymond Launstein, (27)
Williamston, replacing Raymond
Kucharek, Gaylord.

In annual re-organization ses-
sions of the board which followed
the election, the board re-named
Elton Smith and Dean Pridgeon
to the positions of President and
Vice President, and David Morris,
Grand Ledge, was renamed
“third-member” of the Executive
Committee.

Dan E. Reed, Lansing, was re-
appointed Secretary-Manager of
the Michigan Farm Bureau.

Appointed to the Michigan
Farm Bureau board of directors

to represent District 3, is Frank
Smith, Jr., President of the Mon-
roe County Farm Bureau, and
vegetable grower from Carleton.

Smith fills the board vacancy
created when former director
Donald Ruhlig accepted employ-
ment with the Michigan Farm
Bureau as Regional Representative
for the Southeast area.

Smith (46) owns and operates
a 400-acre farm in partnership
with brothers Louis and Joseph.
They specialize in vegetables with
some field crops. His family in-
cludes his wife, Mary Lou, two
sons, Lawrence, 13, and Thomas,
10, and daughter ‘Patricia, 8.

Born in Detroit, Frank lived in
the big city where his father was
a Ford Motor Company employee
until he was 13. In the height
of the depression the family mov-
ed to a 40-acre rented berry and
vegetable farm.

Their operation has steadily in-
creased in size and complexity
over the years. “Last year alone
our fertilizer bill came to about
$15,000” — Frank reports.

He serves as vice-president of
the Michigan Vegetable Council
and on the Monroe county Reg-
ional Planning Commission.

47th

ANNUAL

MEETING
MICHIGAN FARM BUREAU

sessions well attended

Late-season farm work and threatening weather failed to
dampen the enthusiasm of those who attended the 47th annual
meeting of the Michigan Farm Bureau. A crowd numbering
1,000 persons or more was present for the three day session,
November 9-10-11.

Nearly 1,200 persons were served at the annual banquet held
again this year in the Lansing Civic Center. There, they saw
the crowning of Michigan’s Farm Bureau “Queen” for 1967 —
lovely Mrs. Charlotte Thuemmel (Mrs. David) of Port Austin,
Michigan.

Sharing the spotlight with the new Queen were five other
finalists selected from a field of 24 entrants. They were Carolyn
Sands, Eagle: Mrs. Wayne (Carol) Bancroft, Buckley; Carol
Brunger, Grand Ledge; Mary DeVooght, Marquette, and Mrs.
Judith Koster, Grand Rapids. Mrs. Koster was named Ist runner-
up in the contest.

The new Queen and winners in the Young People’s Talent
Find and Discussion-Meet, received all-expense trips to the
American Farm Bureau annual meeting in Las Vegas.

Winners were Myron Kokx, 17, Fremont, in the Discussion-
Meet, and 17-year old Patricia Miller, Byron Center, whose
“Moods from Mary Poppins” won the Talent contest.

Carroll Streeter, editor of Farm Journal Magazine, stirred the
group by telling them that the world is running out of food, and
that for the past six years the production of food has increased
only 1.5 per cent, while world population has increased 2.2 per
cent. He said that the only reason mass-starvation has been
averted during the past six years is because the United States
has had a surplus to share with the rest of the world.

This, Streeter said, is no longer true, and from now on the
United States must utilize all the land it can keep available for
the production of food, in his opinion.

Mr. Streeter, who recently spent six weeks in Viet Nam and
other Asian countries, said there is some hope that mass starva-
tion can be averted. He listed a number of areas in which he
said progress is being made.

They include family planning, and a breakthrough in yield
per acre. There are new wheat varieties in India, for example,
which are expected to double present yields.

More than 1,000 county Farm Bureau policy recommendations
were condensed into 93 resolutions and a handful of “re-affirma-
tions” of resolutions previously passed.

Although discussion and debate was lively at times, few issues
appeared to stir the convention deeply. It was a businesslike
affair with little emotion evident. Still, few delegate seats went
unfilled at any time. Many delegates appeared to be digesting
the nation-wide election results of the day previous, and there
was an apparent tempering of attitude toward some national
policy recommendations in keeping with the make-up of the
new Congress.

MICHIGAN FARM BUREAU BOARD CHANGES

Richard Wieland

(35

Frank Smith, Jr. Donald Ruhlig

b -

FIVE\”

RESIGNED — a3 MFB director, to join
the field stoff of the Michigan Farm
Bureau is Donald Ruhlig, who reploces
Ed Schrader in Dist, 3.

ELECTED — to represent Dist. 10 on the
Michigan Farm Bureau board is Richard
Wieland, former president of the An-
trim county Farm Bureou.

APPOINTED — to represent Dist. 3 on
the Michigan Farm Bureau board is
Frank Smith, Jr., president of the M
county Farm Bureau.

NEWLY ELECTED — to the Michigon Farm Bureau board are (standing, left) Ray-
mond Launstein, Williomston; (seated) Nicholos Smith, Addison, and John Lourie,
Coss City. Standing to the right is MFB President, Elton Smith.
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1967 STATE POLICY RESOLUTIONS

COMPLETE TEXT
IN THIS ISSUE

This page and those which follow contain the
complete text of the “State Affairs” policy res-
olutions enacted by the 504 official voting dele-
gates who met on the campus of Michigan State
University, November 9-10-11.

National and international policy issves consid-
ered there are not included, in that they become
Michigan recommendations to the American Farm
Bureau Federation, for action at national policy
sessions in Las Vegas.

FOREWORD

The Michigan Farm Bureau is a voluntary, non-
governmental organization whose policy is determined
by its membership. It represents 54,570 member fam-
ilies working together in a united effort to accomplish
those goals which we have mutuall{ are essen-

a
tial. Service companies were established to meet our
service needs.

Policy is developed annually by the members through
their County and State Resolutions Committees, as well
as Recommendations to the American Farm Bureau
Federation on National and International Affairs.

Policy Development must reflect the problems which
affect agriculture, and consider possible solutions.
Changes in policy develop as problems are solved
“and needs change.

We must be ever flexible in a time when changes
in agriculture occur more and more rapidly.

These resolutions are presented by a committee re-
presenting every segment of the State and every com-
modity produced. They are presented at this convention
for consideration, amendment, rejection or adoption by
the elected voting delegates of this the 47th Annual
Meeting of Michigan Farm Bureau.

After discussion, review, amendment and adoption,
these resolutions, along with those passed in recent
years which are not superseded, form now our policy
until action is again taken next year.

We must now diligently work to make these goals a
reality and maintain the progress we have made in past
years. Success or failure depends on each and every one
of us and the contribution we make.

By Louis W. Hayward, Chairman
19668 MFB Resolutions Committee

APPRECIATION

Major Farm Bureau policies enacted into law during
the 73rd session of the Legislature include:
Unified statewide meat inspection and slaughter-
house licensing.
. Unified statewide dairy inspection.
. Elimination of farm personal property tax.
. Exemption of fruit trees, shrubs, vines, etc. from

assessment.

L

2

3

4

5. Appropriations for cherry and vegetable research.

6. Emigrant Agent licensing law.

7. Support for Extension and Research.

8. Pesticide Research Center.

9. M.S.U. Rural Manpower Center.

10. Slow-Moving-Vehicle law.

11. Bird control appropriations.

12. Marketing program enabling legislation.

13. Bean Commission.

14. Egg law amendments.

15. Potato Act amendments.

16. Swine import requirements,

17. Improvements in laws covering regulations and
sale of liming materials, commercial feeds, fer-
tilizers and seeds.

18. Interstate insect pest compact.

19. Water well drillers filing and licensing.

We commend the Governor and the Legislature for
cooperating and making effective these and several
other programs which we have supported and which
are important to agriculture and to our economy,

WE COMMEND

We commend the 73rd Legislature and the Governor
for the passage of two tax relief bills of extreme im-
portance to Michigan agriculture. The elimination of
the burdensome tax on farm personal property and the
exemption from assessment of fruit and Christinas trees,
shrubs, plants, bushes and vines is an important step
toward tax equity and will encourage the growth of a
basic industry — agriculture — :mﬁ hence the entire
Michigan economy.

TAX REFORM

We commend those leaders of both political parties
who have made sincere efforts to develop a bipartisan
tax reform program and thus carry out the commitments
of both party platforms.

Individuals and organization leaders testifying at
public hearings held throughout the state gave strong
support to the need for tax reform.

Farm Bureau resolutions have been concerned with
tax reform in Michigan since 1958.. At that time the
Conlin Tax Study called attention to Michigan's in-
equitable tax structure.

PART OF THE CROWD — of more than 500 voting delegates who enacted the policy resolutions printed on these pages, are pictured ot

work. Few empty seats were noted as delegate-interest

In 1962 Farm Bureau initiated a study of the effect
of the tax structure on farmers. The study revealed
that, at that time, property was paying 47% of all state
and local taxes, anCFrgom 1950 to 1961 real estate taxes
had risen from 4.9% of farmers’ income to 12.4%.

In 1963 US.D.A. reported that taxes on farm real
estate had risen another 7.3% in the previous year. Also,
a 13-state study revealed that Michigan had the great-
est percent of property tax increase in the ten-year
period of 1951-1961.

In 1965 a Kansas State University study showed that
from 1950-1963 Michigan farm property taxes per acre
rose far more rapidly than in other midwestern states.
The rise in Micijgan was 242% compared to a U.S.
average of 107%.

A 1965 study by the Michigan Citizens Research
Council revealed that urban families with annual in-
comes of $4500 to $18,000 pay from a high of 4.1% to
a low of 2.9% of their incomes on real estate taxes.
Compare this to the average of 14.4% of farmer income
required to pay farm real estate taxes, according to a
1966 U.S.D.A. report. In addition, farm families pay
all other taxes, including many business taxes such as
the Business Activities Tax.

We call attention to the fact that no end is in sight
for the continued rise in p taxation unless the
Michigan tax structure is m i Twentieth cen-
tury programs can no longer be financed with 19th
century concepts of taxation. A century or more ago,
property was a good measure of wealth and the ability
to pay, but this is no longer true.

While some important progress has been made toward
tax reform, meaningful reform must result in a balanced
tax structure.

We, therefore, continue to support the following ma-
jor objectives of true tax reform to ensure greater equi-
ty of taxation to individuals and business:

—Repeal of the business activities tax and the intan-

gibles tax.

—Significant tax relief on property.

—New sources of revenue for local units of govern-
ment. We believe this should include the use of
the income tax by the county rather than cities.

—Cities should not be allowed to preempt the use
of the income tax.

—Improved assessment and equalization procedures.

—Permit assessment and taxation of new property for
school purposes the first year it is buSt.

—Continued improvement of State School Aid formu-
las to assure greater equalization.

—A Statewide broad-based tax on net income, with
definite provisions to lower taxes on property. It
should not be necessary to exceed the constitutional
property tax limitation.

—Prohibit - Jocal income taxation on non-residents.

—Assessment of agricultural land as farm land as
long as it is so used instead of on its possible po-
tential value.

The balancing of Michigan’s tax structure can no
longer be delayed. It is predicted that nearly 80% of
Michigan’s Tresent surplus will be used this year and
the state will be faced with a serious deficit next year.
While no citizen cares to pay more taxes, we believe
every citizen expects to support his schools and other

] and state government services through a fair and
equitable tax structure.

TAXATION OF MOBILE HOMES

Presently mobile homes in trailer parks pay, in lieu
of property tax, a fee of $3 per month. Two dollars of
this amount goes to the school, 50¢ to the township
and to the county, This fee system enacted in 1959
is no longer realistic. The increased value of trailer

d high throughout the 3-day convention.

homes is not reflected; nor do they contribute a proper
share of the costs of schools and local government.

We urge that legislative action be taken to increase
the fee to a level in relation to the property taxes paid
by other home owners.

TAXATION OF FOREST RESERVES

It is interesting to note that about half of Michigan’s

rivately-owned commercial forest lands are controlled
By citizens owning small parcels, averaging about 60
acres in size,

The larger privately-owned commercial forest reserves
are mostly in the Upper Peninsula.

Since 1925, owners, at their m have been per-
mitted, for tax purposes, to list

Commercial Forest Reserve (Pearson) Act. Certain
ualifications must be met, including the requirement
t :a,tJI such land be open to public use (hunting, fishing,

etc. ).

Legislation to modernize the law and increase the “in
lieu of tax” income to local government passed the
Michigan House of R i in 1965, but died
in the Senate during the 1966 session.

We will continue to support legislation to achieve

equitable taxation of these ies. We believe the
State must recognize the “multiple-use” values, i
ly recreation, and at the same time eliminate un-

certainty of local government revenues in lieu of taxes.

AGRICULTURAL LAND ASSESSMENT

Many Michigan leaders are becoming increasingly
concerned with the rapid disappearance agri-
cultural land. Future leaders may look back at the folly
of our unwise land use. A proper tax structure can be
an effective method of saving the better farm land for
future food needs and also meet the need for water
conservation and the preservation of “open spaces” for
aesthetic and recreational values.

Many other progressive state latures (10 or
more) have taken action to allow ]:g:ﬁsmmt c(ff farm

land on the basis of its value for agriculture rather than
for non-farm uses.

RE-ELECTED — as President of the Michigan Farm Bureau, was
Elton R. Smith, Kent county dairyman, Smith represents Dis-
trict 4 on the boord, composed of Ottawa, Kent, lonia, Alle-
gan and Borry counties. 5

YOUR COPY OF THE 1967 FARM BUREAU STATE-POLICY RESOLUTIONS
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DUCATION - LAW ENFORCEMEN

Land Assessment -
— School Problems

For instance, the Maryland law states expressly that
it is “in the general public interest thatr?ﬂnning be
fostered and en in order to maintain a readily
available source of food and dairy products close to
the meh&)poli{tan areas of the state, to encourage the

ervation open spaces as an amenity necessary to
uman welfare and happiness, and to prevent the forced
conversion of such open space to more intensive uses
as a result of economic pressures caused the assess-
ment of land at a rate or level incompatible with the
practical use of such land for farming.”

This is becoming an increasingly serious problem in
Michigan. We recommend legislation that will protect
prime agricultural lands and require assessors to con-
sider only agricultural factors in assessing land used
for that purpose.

OUR SCHOOL CURRICULUM

Cm'riqulum planning in our public school system is
undertiomg intense study and rapid change. We recog-
nize the importance of such study and e to keep
pace with the development of new knowledge. More
than 30 curriculum committees of citizens from every
walk of life are working with the Department of Edu-
cation, one of which is in the field of agricultural ed-
ucation. This indicates the concern of educators
and the public to fulfill the future demands for trained
people in the complex society in which we live.

Much progress has been made during the last few
years in adapting curriculum changes to fit present
and future needs. We commend the hundreds of public-
spirited citizens from agriculture, business, industry and
labor who have been working on curriculum committees
at the state and local level.

We believe in the importance of such changes. At
the same time, we must preserve the traditional values
gf the past that are important to the system that is our

eritage,

We urge that every citizen become better informed
on curriculum needs and changes and work to the end
that our young le will be stimulated to develop
their potential to its fullest.

We believe that schools should instill in the students
at all grade levels the greatness of our country, its re-
ligious principles, its Constitution and its heritage,

EQUALIZATION OF EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES

Our islature and Govemor are to be congratu-
lated on the adoption of a new State School Aid for-
mula which reverses recent trends and brings the State’s
share of school operational costs to over the 50% level.
Additional aid for Special Education was also included.
Increasing state aid to schools has indirectly provided
some relief to local taxpayers. Funds were also appro-
priated requiring the Department of Education to fur-
ther study new approaches to state aid for schools.

The total blem of adequate and equitable financ-
ing of our schools is inextricably tied to the present tax
structure and can only be solved by realistic tax re-
forms that shift much of the local school costs from
the present property tax to other sources of revenue.

Until tax reform is accomplished, inequities will con-
tinue to exist. Many have been created by rapid shifts
in our ?opulatiou. Industries, with their broad tax po-
tential, locate in or are annexed to cities. Employees
take residence in the rural suburbs and townships. The
tax base in the areas receiving increased tions is
often inadequate to provide for schools with a mush-
rooming pupil load. Farms are taxed beyond their ca-
pacity to earmn. The situation becomes progressively
worse each year.

We recommend that:

—Development of a new state aid formula should in-
clude consideration of factors other than property
valuations alone,

—A reasonable state aid formula be developed to as-
sist school districts in meeting the costs of build-
ing needed facilities.

—The State’s share of operational costs should con-
tinue to be at least 50%.

—Sufficient funds should be appropriated to pay in
full all state aid formulas,

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

Recently enacted legislation now makes it possible
that all areas of the State can be served with vocation-
al-technical education (ﬂmgrams for both youth and
adults. Many area studies have been completed and
many others are in progress,

We urge that implementation of this am be
developed through the existing types of cation-
al units, includi

community colleges, intermediate
school districts an(f high school districts.

In areas where the need arises, two or more high
school districts should be permitted to ize a CO-
operative program of vocational- i education
through contractual arrangements without further re-
districting or the establishment of a superimposed dis-
trict.

We further utge that Farm Bofmeaubmlmbas tal-aso ug
active part in organization programs,
training opportunities should help answer the dropout
problem and provide training for job opportunities.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

particular i
ous teacher shortage, for the most part, ts meet-
ing the needs of these children.

We urge that every effort be made to encourage
qualified people to enter this specialized field of educa-
tion. During this critical period, school authorities
should make sure that every child qualifying for special
education receives as many of the ts as possible.

COMMUNITY COLLEGES

Community colleges make post-high school educa-
tional opportunities available to many young people
otherwise unable to further their training. We believe
that further development of such institutions should be
encouraged, especially those offering training for tech-
nical and semi-professional occupations.

It should be remembered, however, that property is
the only source of local tax revenue for this purpose.
If communi mﬂeg&saretobeapandadm&eﬁ full
pc:!t:ﬂﬁal, other sources of tax revenue must be pro-
Vi .

HOT LUNCHES

The national school lunch and special milk programs
have beneficial to school children, The programs
have helped to establish proper dietary habits among
our young ;

Since Federal Aid to the School Hot Lunch programs
has been substantially red we would strongly rec-
ommend that the state ide financial assistance to
adequately maintain the :im{ot Lunch Program.

SHORTAGE OF AGRICULTURAL
EDUCATION TEACHERS

In light of the critical shortage of vocational agri-
culture teachers in Michigan (and the Nation) and
the growing demand for agricultural education grad-
uates, a statewide Professional Personnel Recruitment
(i‘;ommittee for Agricultural Education has been formed
this year.

!

COMMENDED — for distinguished service to ogriculture, was
D. Hale Brake (center) and Mrs. Broke, ot the banquet pro-
gram during the Michigan Form Bureau annual mesting. Em-

phasized was his “ardent support of local government . , ¥

mittee in its endeavor to recruit more capable stu-
dents for careers in agricultural education.

REIMBURSEMENT TO COUNTIES
WITH PENAL INSTITUTIONS

Under present laws, the county in which a
penal institutional is located must bear the cost of court
actions on behalf of inmates o*flthe institution. If an
inmate escapes or commits a felony while in prison,
the county must pay for a legal defgnse as well as the
cost of prosecution and the cost of the court as well.

an offense, it should be the responsibility of the state
to pay the necessary court and related costs.

We believe that action should be taken by the state
to reimburse counties for costs incurred in the prose-
cution of inmates of state penal institutions.

COUNTY HOME RULE

The 73rd Legislature implemented the constitutional
provision permitting counties to adopt “home rule”
in somewhat the same manner as previously
provided tor cities. County home rule is not manda
uFonthecounties. but is only a tool to meet the
of any county that desires to use it. The provisions of
the act can be initiated by a majority vote of the
Board of Supervisors or iti
of the county’s voters. There are many counties in
which home rule may be desirable; however, it de-
pends upon the particular problems within the county.

We believe that the present law is too restrictive re-
garding the types of taxes that can be raised. The law
now provides that property taxes are not to exceed ten
mills for county p and at least one-half of that
amount must come fmm within the 15-18 mill limita-
tion.

We recommend that home rule counties be permitted
to levy non-property taxes, including income taxes,
thereby relieving the tax burden on property.

VIOLENCE AND ORDER UNDER THE LAW

The use of violence, riots and civil disorders of the
mob vari have never been the effective method of
solving problems within any well-ordered society. We
deplore the trend which has been taken within the

st two years to disregard our normal processes of
aw to gain political or group objectives.

Civil violence is the device of chaos and confusion
which can deliver our American nation into
of our Marxist enemies. We call upon all citizens to
uphold the dignity and spirit of our American law and
our Constitution, which guarantees and protects the
rights of all citizens.

SUPPORT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

The level of crime in this country has reached an
alarming height. It is obvious that there is a lack of
respect for law and law enforcement agencies by many
segments of our society.

It is disturbing that, in many instances, police are
hindered from doing a proper job. Courts have made
it nearly impossible to apprehend, bring to trial and
obtain convictions in many types of crimes. At the
same time, many civilian review boards have been
created which tend to bring pressure upon law enforce-
ment agencies on behalf of special groups

We urge that all citizens sup, law enforcement
agencies, particularly at the Iom]‘xl,:vﬂ

JUVENILE VANDALISM

We are concemed about the extensive and malicious
destruction of road signs, mail boxes and other property
by young people in many communities,

Not only does it create an expense to property own-
ers and the county, but it also reflects unfavorably on
all of the young people of today.

We urge parents to teach their children responsibility
and the importance of avoiding the destruction of the

ACTION SESSION—backstoge during resolution debate, helps polish wording of the Workman’s Compensation resolution. Supplying

property of others. We recommend stronger penalties

offenders and that parents be held responsible for
?gn‘edmmg&involwdinm'znhacﬁons.

technicol advice is Farm Bureau Insurance Underwriter, James Rathbun (left). Others pictured are (from left, seated) Dan E. Reed, MFB
Secretary-Manager, Harry Nye, Berrien county farmer, and Robert Smith, MFB Legislative Counsel. Standing are (left) Raymond Ander-
son, Cheboygon farm leader, ond an unidentified delegate.
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HIGHWAYS - DISEASE CONTROL

ANNEXATION

We favor changes in the state anuexation laws pre-
venting the practice of cities gerrymandering parcels
from adjoining areas.

WELFARE

We support remedial and preventive programs that

ill keep persons gainfully employed and off welfare
and assistance programs insofar as possible. We believe
that this might be accomplished through self-help pro-
grams of adult education designed to instruct train
welfare recipients for gainful employment.

We ask that the state legislation requiring all able-
bodied welfare recipients to do a reasonable amount of
work in order to qualify for assistance be fully imple-
mented. An active job placement program should be
related to the eligibility program.

o Welfare should be considered as an emm'ﬁency. or

t resort,” pn and should not be ed to
become a way of ﬂ}e.

HIGHWAYS

Michigan’s excellent 1100-mile interstate highway
system is nearing completion, Extensive use of l%deral
funds (90% federal, 10% state), together with a bonding
pro , has made this possible; however, interstate
roads constitute only 1% of the total. Michigan faces
a serious lem of meeting the needs of the state
trunkline, county road and municipal street systems.

The most recent highway needs study, covering the
20-year period IMIQB&ESrcdicted that nt sources
of revenue for overall n would be short $3 billion.
However, this estimate is no longer valid, due to the
sharp increase in costs since mid-19685 (up 20-30%).

The report recommended various tax increases, in-
cliding increasing the “non-user” share of costs. (Un-
der the present tax structure, this would mean a re-
turn to property taxes for roads. )

County road commissions are responsible for 77% of
all highways, roads and streets in Michigan, Nearly
40% of the county primary roads, 48% of the local roads,
60% of the local road bridges and 33% of the primary
road bridges are considered inadequate,

As a result of the rapid growth of the interstate sys-
tem, counties have the additional costly job of fitting
county roads into that srste-m and to accommodate the
increased traffic on our local roads caused by small in-
dustry, recreation users, etc., which create added stress
on such roads and structures. The most desirable re-
creation areas are, in most cases, accessible only by
county and local roads.

Therefore, we recommend:

—Any needed increase in revenues be met through
“user taxes” rather than retum to the system of taxing
property to build roads. Michigan’s gas tax is among
the lowest in the Nation.

—Any change in the distribution formula must not
mean less money to county road systems.

Increasing the weight tax is justifiable in view of the
fact that, as a depression measure, it was lowered in
1934 from 55¢ per cwt. to the present 35¢ per cwt.
Michigan's present weight tax is among the lowest in
the Nation. Automobile owners are also fortunate that
Michigan law removes motor vehicles from the per-
sonal property tax. Many other states (about 28) tax
autos as personal property in addition to weight taxes.

Consideration should be given to counties with large
areas of public recreation lands, not only because of the
heavy financial burden placed on such counties, but
adequate roads can also be part of an effective safety
program.

DEDICATION OF HIGHWAY FUNDS

We reemphasize our well-established position that
revenues derived from the taxation of motor vehicles
and motor fuels should be used exclusively for highway
purposes. Michigan's new Constitution contains an_anti-
diversion ision. However, it does state that highway
purposes s be “as defined by law.”

The Legislature ds.;};ou’fi n?ﬁ distort ctllhe mtg?th;fh that
provision providing for the expenditure ighway
revenues for any purposes which are not directly related
to the construction, maintenance, or financing of modern
and adequate highway facilities.

HIGHWAYS SHOULD NOT BE HEADLANDS

The practice of many farmers who use highways as
headlands cannot be condoned. We recommend that
every County Road Commission take steps to prosecute
violators.

MACKINAC BRIDGE REFINANCING

All Michigan residents are proud of “Big Mac,” which
unites our two peninsulas, It is making a very important
contribution to the economy of our state and to in-
creasing our valuable tourist and resort industry.

Legislation has been passed providing for refinancing
of the outstanding revenue bonds ($99.8 million), re-
duction of tolls and administration by the Highway De-

went, This program will take some time to accomp-
ish due to several restrictions and present high interest
rates on money. We urge that all tolls be lowered as
soon as possible and, in addition, special consideration
on tolls (such as a season ticket) given to regular
users of the bridge.

MICHIGAN STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
ACQUIRING RIGHTS OF WAY

We recommend that the Michigan State Highway
Department do a more equitable job of appraisin
needed for way rights of way. We fee
this wouﬁd lower the Highway Department’s condem-
nation cases.

FORMER MFB PRESIDENT — Walter Wightman, and wife Alice,
receive o plaque for distinguished service to agriculture
from president Elton Smith, during ceremonies at the recent
Michigan Farm Bureau annual meeting in Lansing.

TRAFFIC VIOLATION PROCEDURE

At the present time, in Michigan, some drivers are
faﬂhgmhﬁearmmmmmammfmone
or more c violations. To apprehend such a person
requires a warrant to be issued by the court and lo-
cating the person is time-consuming and expensive.

In Illinois, a system currently exists that allows a
police officer to retain the operator’s license when the
driver has committed a moving violation. The summons
issued at that time serves as a temporary driver’s li-
cense, valid only until the court date shown on the
summons. When the driver appears in court, his license
is returned. If he does not anwser the summons, he is
operating without a license. This system is dependent
on a “one license concept,” which means a driver
would have only one operator’s or chauffeur’s license,

We favor enactment of legislation that would es-
tablish the “one license concept” and allow a police
officer to retain the operator’s license or uire the
posting of a cash bond when a moving violation is
committed. The bond or license would be returned by
the1 court when the driver appears to answer for the
violation.

DRIVER LICENSING REQUIREMENTS

Driving is viewed by many people as a right. We
believe that it is also a privilege, to be eamed and
guarded by every driver.

The degree of safety with which a person drives a
vehicle depends, to a t extent, on the training he
has received in the e.lgamo{ driver education, Mental
Ett'it“de and habit also influence the way a person

rives,

To assure pnﬁr driver training and attitude, we will
support action that will;

1. Require the successful completion of a driver’s

training program as a uisite to obtaining a

driver’s license for the first time.
Require that a course in corrective driving must
be taken by any driver when nine or more points
for violations are accumulated on his
within a two-year period.

1o

INTOXICATED DRIVERS

No operator of a motor vehicle makes our hﬁw&
more hazardous than the person who drives un e
influence of an intoxicant. Measures must be taken to
increase the effectiveness of our laws in preventing this
practice.

We request our State Legislature to enact a law
where‘?» any motorist must sign an agreement, at the
time of applying for his driver’s license, consenting to
the most effective medical test known to determine the

of his intoxication whenever there is reason to
believe E;ﬂt he hﬁpa{takmofmtonca;;imemctﬁ
test, to given a competent techni should,
possible, be that which has been shown by medical
W&betbemmtmctmetbodfmmdat&mﬁma
of the

REFLECTORIZED LICENSE PLATES

One of the most common accidents occurring on our
highways is the rear-end collision. This happens fre-
quently when visibility is poor or when a vehicle is
stalled on the highway.

Over thirty states will require reflectorized license
plates in 1967 to add a “margin of safety” to vehicles
at night. Statistics prove that where reflectorized license
plates are used, rear-end collisions drop considerably.

We urge the Legislature to enact legislation that
would require Mi vehicle licenses to be reflec-
torized in 1968 and each year thereafter, with any
extra cost being added to the cost of the plates.

MOTORBIKES AND MOTORCYCLES
The number of motorbikes and motorcycles has been

increasing rapidly in recent years. Under present laws,
these es ch.h are under five-rated wer :

e, e 0 A Ruicies yith Jmoxe
hoar;lﬁp:v?re? canmot. be. Gebermtaed by Joking. ot the
machine.

We believe that all motorbikes or motorcycles should
carry ent markings as to their rated

and t the same information should appear on the
vehicle title.

LIVESTOCK DISEASE

The goal of every livestock breeder is to maintain a
herd free of bruczﬁosis. He does this by a em of
calfhiood vaccination, Oceasionally a vacci animal
shows up as a reactor, but is not a carrier of the dis-
ease. In no instancefmsﬂﬁsvaccinawdmctorbeen

known to infect another animal in the herd.

In the case of one reactor, as the law now stands
the whole herd is quarantined for an indefinite perioci
of time. We feel that this is unfair and unnecessary,

We request that action be taken so that the quaran-
tine will be lifted as soon as the breeder disposes of
the animal in question,

HOG CHOLERA ERADICATION

Michigan is now approaching the final stages of hog
cholera eradication. Present law allows the use of modi
fied live cholera virus and serum. It is desirable to d
away with the use of live virus or serum since these
present a threat to eradication programs.

We urge that action be taken to eliminate the spe-
cific requirements for vaccination of breeding swine
and allow the Director of Agriculture to establish rea-
listic requirements.

ANTIBIOTICS AND PESTICIDES

The production and distribution of clean wholesome
dairy products is of vital concern to both consumers
and ucers. The instruments for the detecting of
antibioties and hydro-carbon residues can detect small-
er and smaller quantities.

Since the federal government has established what
is considered to be safe tolerances for residues in most
foods, it should also establish realistic, safe maximum
residue tolerances in dairy products.

Present-day laboral techniques can detect traces
of chemical residues ich are present in only parts
per billion, and far below safe tolerances. The “zero
tolerance™ provision is no longer realistic.

L

CEREAL LEAF BEETLE AND ALFALFA WEEVIL

The spread of the Cereal Leaf Beetle has continued
in the past year. The entire Lower Peninsula is now

quarantine, which affects movement of i-
cultural commodities out of this area, It appears aﬁt
a regulatory spraying program cannot be carried out
on such an extensive area. Therefore, effective treat-
mmtldev mwﬁ&mﬂhappﬂdhhdiﬁdmhmmh

e

The Alfalfa Weevil has been found in Michigan this
gstyw.ltappwsthattheareaof tion ma
sizable. This insect has caused devastation of al-
falfa and pastures in other states. Its control is not easy.

Little work has been done in Michigan to develop
ways of controlling the Alfalfa Weevil. Much effort is
needed in this area.

it Bt T Bme, ket
n i ucation in use O
these control methods are also important. These jobs
canbwtbedoneg}'theExpaimentStaﬁonandthe
Extension Service Michigan State University.
We are in favor of adequate funds to support this
of work by the Michigan State University Agri-
cultural Experiment Stations.

RURAL DISASTER PREPAREDNESS

Emergencies on the farm are a part of our everyday
existence, since farming is a h us occupation. On
occasion, emergencies of major proportions, or near dis-
asters, hit our farms and communities.

We should avail ourselves of every aid to be pre-
Eared to meet such emergencies, Often the lives and
ealth of our families depend on quick and proper ac-

tion.

We urge our people and our Community Farm Bur-
ee.p:ﬁ to a\;ﬂ themse?rﬁ ofUthe study programs devel;
0] at Michigan State University’s Department o
Rural Defense. Our people will do well to become 2
part of the community movements for disaster pre-
paredness, We recommend that all communities coop-
erate in this work with the programs of the Coopera-
tive Extension Service, which is the immediate agency
in the community to coordinate this program.

REMOVAL OF ABANDONED
VINEYARDS AND ORCHARDS

The number of abandoned vineyards and orchards is
increasing each year. These abandoned vineyards and
:mimiy cu.llidted vineyards a;::l‘don':hmds‘mAnﬁ:;]z

V] .
sg;tu;demll!uas beeéeh: amtm&a since 1945 which Pemlés
ichigan Department culture to remove ne-
tgo mtmlz;:‘r frui mu:; (:v?? : million ?rwt;it tre&:
t ction. i
and abouT‘r,ooo acres of o\:n were removed under
this program until 1957. Since that time, funds have
essentially non-existent. We urge that the Michi-
Em Legislature appropriate funds to implement this
W

BLACKBIRDS, STARLINGS AND OTHER PESTS

Blackbirds, starlings and other destructive wildlife are
stil!ontheincrensoan?dammidu'ahhﬂwdﬁmg‘

We commend the Mii Legislature for jat-
ing fdemfmﬂwmm&uﬂma control

i
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CONSERVATION — WATER USE

\I"IEW FROM STAGE — of Michigan State University auditorium, shows county delegate signs in position, and the backs of state resalu-
tion ittee bers ted at the long table. Newly elected District Director, Nichelas Smith, discusses a resolution from the lectern.

lhmul?h the Michigan De ent of Agriculture with

Fish and Wildlite Service. This action takes
advantage of the matching funds available from the
federal government, We urge the Legi to appro-
priate continuing funds for the support of this vital
service. Also, we encourage every pi cerhavingprob—
lems with biackbtrds. starlings and other destructive
birds to build te an adequate number of traps
to control the popn tion of these ruinous pests.

HUNTING PRIVILEGE —
CONDUCT AND RESPONSIBILITY

T o g, et Lt Uk e wekfabls B
purpose is s 2 essure increases
need for understanding and wholesome conduct by all
involved — sportsmen, downers and officials.

To minimize problems in this area of rural-urban re-
lations, we suggest:

—All first-time hunting license applicants should have
completed hunter safety training.

—All hunters should know and observe safety rules.
—All hunters should be aware of hunting laws,

-Aﬂlandawnarsshouldbeawnreofthwlogalmo-
tection (Horton Hunter Trespass Act).

-Alllandownersshoddbeawareofﬂwpnblicre-
lations value of good farmer-sportsman contacts.
—More consideration should be given to flexible sea-

sons in areas of unharvested crops.

RACCOON AND WOODCHUCK

Dmugebymcmnsmdwooddmchamﬁnuesm
be high in some areas. We recommend that there be
no restrictions on hunting raccoons and woodchucks in
ﬂmsenreaszmhltlmemesswapopulaﬂonoftheseani-
mals has been reduced.

MANAGEMENT OF DEER HERD

Wereco@nzethempxdin in reports of serious
crop damage. Because of the habits of deer, a few
farmws or even a single farmer, ma: have severe dam-
agewlnle neighbors only a short away have
litle or no loss. Even small areas experience different
conditions.

Problems of deer herd management continue to con-
cem Farm Bureau members. These concerns range
from too few deer in some areas to too many deer in
other areas,

The rapid increase of deer-car accidents in the south-
em part of the state is helping to increase auto insur-
ance rates and carries a constant threat of personal in-
jury or death. At present, the Michigan Conservation
Commission does not have authority to consider deer-
car accident records in establishing special seasons.

We recommend:

1. Legislation to clearly authorize the Michigan Con-
servation Commission to give oons1derahon to
deer-car accident rates in establishing special
seasons.

2. Use of carefully adjusted special seasons to reg-
ulate thesmei;fﬁleherdmarw.swherefood
shortage, crop damage or deer-car accident rates
warrant such action.

3. Special attention to the management of the rapid-
ly expanding southern Michigan deer herd.

4, Practical means should be found for the assign-
ment of special season permits to residents or
resident landowners.

5.Inmes.realslgmh h:su]a.stheregﬁsec-
tions where the been drastically re-
duced in numbers. We therefore recommend that

the Conservation maka a more careful
study before establishing special seasons in these
areas.

We also ask that opinions of our members on game
management problems, as expressed m the County Farm
Bureau resolutions, to the Michigan Con-
servation Commission for its consideration.

FOX AND COYOTE BOUNTY

'Ibefa:;?m]nmnis edly on the increase in
many pa.rts fa\ﬂor the reestablishment
of a suitable bounty on fox the retention of the
bountyon coyote.

We believe bounties should be uniform throughout
the state and there should be adoquate pmtechon
against double payment for the same

HUNTING IN AREAS OF HEAVY POPULATION

Hunting in areas of heavy population presents a real
danger to persons and property.

We will assist Farm Bureau members in thickly pop-
ulated townships to present such problems to the Legis-
lature for the relief which it can grant.

FOREIGN MARKET EXPANSION

Expanslouoffomm:maxketsisviultoMichigan
agriculture. farmers now depend on foreign
mrhhfornle nuﬂyma-halfofmnwmdbean
and wheat production. Also, amounts of feed
gmmahsmtuckandpmllhy proﬁlctsandﬁmt and
vegetable products are sold overseas,

We in Michigan are most fortunate to be in a favor-
able position to expand foreign markets. This is due to
the St. Lawrence Seaway, which permits ocean-going
ships to come to our ports.

We pledge our continued cooperation with other
gbfgups toward the development of programs to increase
export volume of Michigan farm products.

ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY

We recommend any necessary move to maintain low
freight rates on the St. Lawrence Seaway.

The St. Lawrence Seaway is a economic asset
totlmMI amoftleni Intes,andweam

mﬁmm‘}m be added costs to

WATER USE AND MANAGEMENT

Water Resources and Water Rights

An adequate supply of water of good and dependable
quality is becoming increasingly important for munici-
pal, industrial, agricultural and recreational purposes.

a.r:.d?!med that legislation has been re-
quu-i.n drillers to be licensed and to file logs of
earth formations. We urge cooperation of all concerned
so that needed information on underground water re-
sources can be obtained.

There is not yet an overall plan to guide in the de-
velopment, protection and use of Michigan’s water re-
sources. Un we move to provide for such a plan
and for the machinery to carry it into effect, we face
the certainty of federal takeover of our responsibilities.

Governor Romney has appointed a Task Force on
Water which that an estimated £200,000 (one-
half from state funds and one-half from federal match-
ing funds) would be necessary to carry out the devel-
opment an adequate plan. The Legslntlme ‘did not

ropnate funds for the use of the Task Force but

tr establish a Joint House-Smnte Committee, with

3100000 at its d:iposnl with the expectation of an
equal amount of 1 matching money.

We are encouraged by the interest and activity in
this field. We are cofu:emed that our water resources
not become a political foothall. We ask for cooperation
within our state government so that tl'us important work
can proceed now. We are already late

Successful planning in the mportant field of water
management will require broad citizen participation.
We urge the use of advisory committees representing
the various water user interests.

Artesian Wells

Much water from open-flow artesian wells
We ask that proper steps be taken to curb
essary loss.
Water Pollution

We commend the Water Resources Commission for

its work in_controlling water pollution. New legislation
should result in :mpravements in our lakes and streams.

While we believe agriculture is not a major source of
water pollution, we :ﬁ-l the research laboratories of our
rubfic and prwate institutions to assist us in minimiz(n%

eachi lant 10
ol L Nt oo W e

is wasted.
the unnec-

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAMS

We recommend that the program of cost-sharing pay-
ments to farmers for approved soil water conserva-
tion measures be made on a more restricted basis which
would confine attention to the urgent problems of con-
servation rather than increased production at the present
time.

We do not believe it 15 reasomble for the government
to pay a farmer for red production and at the
same time pay for 1mprovmg is land for greater pro-
ductivity.

Weendmsethemmllwatemhedpmg:mmasand—
fective tool for dealing with surface water
Since flood control, ge, pollution, erosion and
water supply are oblcms ecting much more than
local areas, we believe cost-sharing is justified. More
emphasis should be placed on this method of water
control, leaving less need or excuse for federally-di-
rected projects.

SOIL CONSERVATION AND
SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

Responsibility for the use and improvemient of land
and water resources rests on all citizens, urban as well

s rural. Cities are dependent on rural lands not only
for food, but for most of their water supplies.

The annual increase in our population places a defi-
nite responsibility on agriculture and the nation to safe-
guard our needed Future food production facilities. Farm
owners and farm renters, as well as our urban popula-
tion, rhust be aware o{dsthe need for intelligent use and

conservation of our

The Soil Conservation Districts now organized in
Michigan are efficiently operated by elected fm-merx
serving wﬂbouf salary and are effective units
saving activity.

We commend the Legislature for its action in pro-
viding part-time assistance to aid volunteer offi-
cers. We favor the aj t:on of adequate state funds
to provide a district aide for each Soil Conservation
District. The use of pﬂ.rttln'le or full-time aides would
provide greater efficiency. We misuse our resources by
requiring trained conservationists to do routine office
paper work.

LITTERING
new State Anti-Litter Law can help in curbing
lﬂ:tenng Tha)udge ng)tonlylwyaﬁneandcwts.
but m;i :ﬁ ender to pick up litter along a
eage Of highway.

We recognize that it is difficult to apprehend and
identify litterers. Citizens must be willing to aid police
officers in this difficult job. We must not permit loca
political influences to hamper enforcement.

While anti-litter campai have greatl reduced the
amount of litter on our WAays, erage con-
tainers are still 'l{se beverage industry

lem.
spends large sums u‘Fm advertising its pmducts
Fe-wadsarea.sdeverlydevmedasthebwerage

We ask the industry thathelpedmearethis;loh‘un
to help solve it!

We support the efforts of Keep Michigan Beautiful in

pmgram edumhon and encouragement for a clean

We slnct enforcement of anti-littering laws
covering WaYsS, lakes, streams and public

and ptivate property.

THROWAWAY CONTAINERS

Throwaway bottles public nuisance., They are
a costly ha.za’;d to f ammun;!enmnts, motor vehicle tires,

andtofarmhvesh)ckandamad.m to both adults
and chﬂd.mm Crops have been unusable b“;
d‘£ “P by ha:vesting equipment. Muc!

valuablet:mecan lost while a tractor tire is being
repaired.

Ove:r 18,000 truckloads of bottles, cans and paper

Lﬁiﬁh&d up by hand on state highways alone

dunng e present year, the Michigan Highway De-
partment estimates.

Surveys indicate that most road litter traces to the
beverage industry. Since the ways have no sal-
vage value, they are discarded where they are
along highways or thrown into fields and womﬂots lakes
and streams and on beaches. They are left there to be
shattered and beccnne a public hazard.

We urfe the Legislature to require all bottled bev-
erages sold in Michigan to be delivered in returnable
bottles with a deposit value of at least 5¢ each to en-
courage their return.

SEEDLING STOCK FOR REFORESTING

An estimated two million acres of private land in
Michigan will find its best use in forest growth. We
believe the reforesting of land best adapted to that pur-
pose is a public service tending to conserve our natural
resources, prevent erosion, and maintain our water table.

We urge the use of available soils and woodland site
information to insure planting adaptable species on all
sites,

Quality planting stock of proper varieties must be
available at convenient locations, at reasonable prices,
and at the time needed. in order to encourage land-
owners to plant. We encourage private enterprise to
serve this especially to provide stock for land-
scaping and Christmas tree plantings.

Plantings for timber, pulpwood, game habitat im-
geovmem, and erosion control are of great public

nefit and we continue to support the few remaining
Soil Conservation D:stnct nurseries and Conservation
Department nurseries as sources of supply for needed
planting where the demand is not being met by private
n'l.ll'S@l"lﬁ

DRAINAGE LAW

We urge that Michigan's drsinage laws be recodified
We pist Tt & sio

rather than
specific legislation fitted to mﬁ?&%
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Lands owned by public agencies, such as School
Districts, the Conservation Department and the High-
way Department, often receive direct benefits from
drainage projects which are financed and paid for by
adjoining landowners.

We support legislation to provide for assessment of
drainage benefits to publicly-owned lands.

MINERAL RIGHTS

Laws affecting oil and gas rights and metallic miner-
al rights, when owned by other than the owner of the
:pﬂ;ce. have been passed in 1963 and 1986, respec-
ively.

Our members who may own such rights or who may
own the surface from which such rights have been
separated should inform themselves as to how these
new laws may affect their interests.

STRIP MINE RESTORATION

Strip mining operations leave unsightly and dangerous
areas unless restored by leveling and replanting to for-
est or other vegetation.

It is foolish to spend millions for highway beautifica-
tion while at the same time we are permitting the
creation of man-made wastelands.

We urge that study of plans for the restoration and
beautification of strip mining operations be included in
Keep Michigan Beautiful proeramming,

TOWNSHIP DUMPS

New state laws governing waste disposal dumps have
imposed such strict regulations that many ips are
now unable to comply. This results in the closing
such dumps, which may cause many to use

for disposal of cans and trash.

We urge modification of the law the Legislatur
to preserve reasonable samitation reqt:syirments. but tg
exempt rural areas from the more stringent
regulations needed in the heavily populated areas.

ZONING

County zonmg can provide protection against unwise
land use. Complaints otten come to light after the dump
or junk yard has been established.

It is then too late to ide the safeguards which
could be available th:ougg county or ip zoning.

County Farm Bureaus, Community Farm Bureaus and
individual members can and should be active in in-
itiating and supporting efforts to develop acceptable
zoning ordinances,

TERM OF OFFICE FOR STATE
REPRESENTATIVES AND CONGRESSMEN

Recently, groups have been voicing the opinion that
Congressmen a.ncr members of the State House of Re-
presentatives should be elected for a four-year term.
This causes us concern, as we believe it would make
these officials less responsive to the wishes of the peo-
ple who elect them.

We are opposed to increasing the term of Congress-
men and State Representatives to four years.

BROADCAST SUPPORT

Farmers are aware of the many parallels between
farminf and broadcasting, with relatively small num-
bers of people involved in industries of great import-
ance to all citizens.

Free nations depend upon a free agriculture to feed
and clothe them adequately. Free nations depend u
free communications to assure an informed and
citizenry.

In Michigan, the broadcast industry is composed of
a small but important group of opinion-shari 5

radio and television, relatively few mil-
lions of citizens. This is an awesome responsibility, and
similar to that borne by Michigan’s farmers, who as a
shrinking minority bear the twin burden of efficient
production, and of explaining the complex production

Both farmers and broadcasters are hampered by fed-
interference in their businesses, are increas-
ingly subject to government rule-making and controls.

The Michigan Farm Bureau commends broadcasters
e e e A g e ot e
m . Exam i
eviden! shownty i Edden:s of
civil distress. Many stations voluntarily dela airing

3

Such voluntary efforts toward high news and pro-
standards stand as proof that the broadcast in-
has earned the right to operate its own business

freely and with less, not more, restraint.

Similarly, farmers feel that agriculture, through an
Moty 2 piodedtion Ghich lae hatoms e v v
&e:ﬂl,huenmedﬂnﬁmmmmmde—
cisions, and call upon broa for continued sup-
port in these efforts.

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION INSURANCE

Since most employers of farm labor are already car-
rying limited hospital and medical ts, and since
our own company is already offering limited loss-of-
time insurance to farm employers that is not prohibi-
tive in cost, and since, under the present Workmen's
Compensation law, agricultural employers wmﬁ ll;ol:em-
quired to carry insurance on persons unemploya in
other industries and who are uninsurable in any in-
surance company in Michigan, we urge that the Work-

g% |
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FARM-LABOR - STATE AFFAIRS

men'’s Com(f)ensarion Act be amended to restore com-
mon lat}\u:r‘11 efensci!s. and tfa providele realistic new lan-
guage that would require farm employers to carry prac-
tical hosgiml, medical and loss-of-time insurance for
farm workers, or new legislation should be enacted un-
der which Michigan agriculture can live.

FARM LABOR HOUSING

Facilities for housing seasonal farm workers are pro-
vided by many farm employers. The quality of this type
of housing is improving rapidly due to the requirements
of the state farm labor camp licensing law and the
mm&z:itive aspects of attracting better workers. The
building of new facilities and the improvement of exist-
ing housing has become an expensive part of the farm
operation.

We that structures used only for the housing of
seasonal farm workers and for which is no re-
imbursement from the occupants be exempted from
taxation.

FARM LABOR ADVISORY COUNCIL

The Governor’s Migrant Labor Commission has com-
pleted its work as a commission. Most of the members
are now serving on a newly-created Farm Labor Ad-
visory Council, which serves in an advisory capacity to
the Michigan Department of Labor and its Director.

Farm labor has been recently included in many labor
laws for the first time. We su?at this effort to give
consideration for the special and peculiar re-
lating to farm labor in the administration of these laws.
We urge that this Council be given statutory status so
that it may be a continuing advisor to the appropriate
department of State Government.

r Farmers recognize that workers must
be paid a living wage. But, on the other hand, con-
sumers must t in order to

cient to pay the costs
wage for themselves and their families

the effective date of the minimum wage law for agri-
cultural piecework harvesting until May 1, 1967, Thi
amendment to the law allows time for the Wage De-
viation Board to secure earnings records on the har-
vesting of crops normally performed on a piecework
basis and then establish piece rate scales that will be
equivalent to the minimum hourly wage as it applies to
a worker of average ability harvesting each particular
commodity. Farm employers will be able to meet the
requirements of the law and yet continue to offer em-
ployment to all Feople seeking work regardless of their
capabilities or diligence.

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE

Great changes have come about in the efficiency of
agricultural production in the last forty years. The
American housewife now purchases the highest quality
food with the smallest portion of her disposable income
(after taxes) in all history. Americans spend a smallex
part of their incomes for food than any other peog!:
in the world, at this or any other time —less than 19%,
and this includes the many built-in maid services such
as packaging, pre-cooling, quick freezing and table
preparation now taken granted. The income not
used for food provides the goods and services which
give our nation the highest standard of living the world
has ever known.

Part of the success story of American Agriculture is
due to the Cooperative Extension Service. This Service
has been an effective link for transmitting new and
better methods from research laboratories to individual
farms. The adoption of these methods by farmers has
been of benefit to all society.

The Cooperative Extension Service has also provided
youth with opportunities for leadership training, char-
acter-building experiences and vocational guidance.
These opportunities, available to both rural and urban
young people, should be expanded.

In recognizing the good that is being done by 4-H
programs for our youtf-, we recommend that the office
of 4H Club Agent be reestablished in each county
where sufficient membership warrants,

Many families in Michigan enjoy better living be-
cause }éf “Homemakers Ac-uvities"’ of the Home and
Family Living Program.

We urge the Michigan Legislature to appropriate
adequate funds to expand the work of the Cooperative
Extension Service.

We propose that the Cooperative Extension Service
be kept free from political pressure in order ttgdpromote
and maintain agricultural programs best sui to the
farm families in their areas.

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH

Agricultural research is essential to maintain the effi-
ciency of agricultural production. New con-
tinuously arise in the uction and marketing of a%ri-
cultural crops and in field of farm management. So-
lution of these problems must be supplied through basic
and applied research. This can ie done
by educational institutions such as Michigan State Uni-
versity.

Basic research is work of the scientist stimulated by
the question, “What if?” Applied research is develop-
ing procedures to make practical the findings of basic
research. We believe that both basic and applied agri-
cultural research are nee if farmers are to meet the
gﬂm&edoffeedlngﬂwmiﬂm&hunwpoophm

world.

EWIY MRAT ¥
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The agricultural research facilities of Michigan State
University have done much for consumers as well as
for farmers.

We ask the Legislature to appropriate adequate funds
for the work of the Agricultural Experiment Stations.

UPPER PENINSULA EXPERIMENT STATION

Agricultural and timberland enterprises in the U.P.
have pmgrwsivdg since the establishment of
the Experiment Station at Chatham. The U.P, ri-
ment Station can continue to serve effectively the farm-
ers and timberland owners with new methods, so

can keep current with new developments in both fields.

We need the leadership that one central experiment
station in the central part of the U.P. can fumnish in
the competitive field of agriculture and timber man-
agement. Suggested work needed at the station under
controlled conditions:

1. More test trials needed in small grains on

duction and disease resistance. s

2. Alfalfa and trefoil variety trials.

3. Beef breeding and feeding for the U.P. conditions.

4. Field type demonstrations in potato, rutabagas and

other cash crops.

Therefore, we believe that the Chatham iment
Station should be maintained. s

UPPER PENINSULA STATE FAIR

The State of Michigan has appropriated funds for
the Upper Peninsula State Fair in the past. Many of
the activities at this Fair center around 4-H activities.
At the present time need exists for additional 4-H ex-
hibit facilities.

We recommend that funds be appropriated for these
improved facilities at the Upper Peninsula State Fair.

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

We commend the Michigan Department of Agricul-
ture for the progress being made in meeting ﬂgx:de-
mands of the general pubgc and farmer.

The Department has the responsibility of enfou:cing
many laws and regulations for the 2 on of the
consumer and to maintain quality stan of Michigan
farm products.

Additional laboratory space, staff and equipment i
needed for the inaaasedsP‘nx;alyﬁml taﬁngetgat must bl:

done.

We support appropriation of sufficient funds to per-
mit kthis arm of State Government to effectively dap?t.s
work.

DOUBLE DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

The Congress has this year enacted I ion to re-
quire all clocks in the Um?t-ed States to m ahead
one hour on the last Sunday in April, and moved back
one hour on the last Sunday in October. For Michigan,
this means Double Daylight Saving Time. The law pro-

that a state legislature may act to exempt that
state from the act.

WE URGE the Michigan islature to take
Migsan' from the

prompt action to exempt
effect of the federal law.

The new federal act would require us to move our

clocks ahead one more hour to Double Daylight time!

Michigan is affected — beca al-

ready an bourm“yof the sun. mm“mﬁam

more than an hour later in Muskegon than it will in
after moved

On]ulg_rl,tmleumul.egh]nhn'eac!s,thomvﬂll
set at 9:
at 8:25 p.m.

pm. in Muskegon and will set in Boston

BACKSTAGE a!oaocnuéf—ror WGN rodio-television, Chicago, b

is conducted by Form Director Orion Somuelson. Visiting with
him are newly elected board members John Laurie (left) and
Nicholas Smith (center).
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OMMODITY-SERVICE PROGRAM:

during a very busy time of
farm family works to take advanta
until nearly 10:00 pm., ﬂxzym

take part in and civic activities in the com-
munity.
Children for school buses would have two

ore months of in the moming hours. The
= not rise tmg'? 8:00 am., or hta,m:l;such of

sun
the fall season.
Because of these and many other problems resultin
Eromtheacﬁonofthefedeﬁlhw,mmquestmﬁ
urge the Michigan Legislature to act to exempt our

If Daylight Savings makes folks think
It’s noon when it's not,

Let’s call December June and then

They'll think cold weather's hot,

FARMER COOPERATIVES

Agricultural cooperatives ital of -
vate enterprise system. Baﬁag]l;,vt‘heywm g:rerg-

Farm cooperatives must be large enough to
effectively with other enterprises. Coopa-attvsm npleug

have the full and loyal support of all d in
o should e el g

The acceptance and use the
American Dairy Association by the moft!;;
Michigan and ~ throughout nation is a real ex-

Michigan is an example of what can be done to
mote poultry products, thereby assuring future markets.

We urge all and poultry producers to support
sound public rﬁl?i:ons, educational and promotional
programs for their ind 3

COMMODITY PROMOTION THROUGH STATE
MARKETING PROGRAMS

Enabling legislation for State Marketing Programs
msmdedmmhwbyﬂwlmsm isla-
ture. Funds to support statewide ty
prmnoﬁonalgognmscanbeoollectedfmmpmduuers
through marketin grams established by the vote of

ucers. We believe that each commodity Saoup
determine for itself whether an escape clause

sho
shall be included in the marketing program for that
commodity.

RIGHT-TO-MARKET LAWS

With the ever-increasing complexity of modern mar-
keting, it becomes apparent that farmers will be forced
to increase their use of group action such as Coopera-
tives and Markel:ingbyMSod.aﬁons. mac&ons are
sometimes opposed Processors techniques
such as refusal to purchase from members, threats of
reprisals, and refusals to “recognize” marketing asso-
ciations even though a large tage of the grow-
ers of a particular commodity g to an association.

We support state legislation to prevent discrimina-
tion by processors against producers.

CONTRACT PRICING

Some Michigan professors offer written sales and pro-
duction contracts to vegetable and fruit growers with-
out a stated sales price. Growers wnntinﬁ to produce
that crop and having no other market outlet are faced
with no other alternative but to sign such a contract.
Organizing these growers into a marketing association

We urge that MACMA and Farm Bureau work to-
ward having processors publish contract vegetable and
fruit prices prior to offering to growers.

PAYMENT FOR PRODUCE

Wadqﬂuothapract!cezvmeindepmdent{mig
o dblayed Do xuce

money due to payment lor ce -
Sometimes this period extends for as long as a year or
a&umkkwfomeﬁ”and mm h!!g

pay

Modmmusofﬁucﬁmwiﬂﬁnnsetp&hdof
time along of normal business practices.

We urge the Michigan Legislature to enact legislation
that would require processors who fruits and
growers to make t within

vegetables from
60 days of the date of purchase unless

provisions
are made by written contract.

PROCESSOR PRICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

TR e S e 1
price w apply. post
prices should include the date on Fﬂythe prices sr]t:

SOFT WHEAT GROWERS' ASSOCIATION

We favor the formation of a Soft Wheat Growers'
Association. We feel this is the best
ing the wheat marketin &:Euahm‘ . This should be done
wighthehelpofnei,gj: ing states which produce soft
wheat.

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE —to Michigan agriculture was cited
in honoring Wesley Howley, (standing), Escanaba, former head
of the Michigan Farm Bureau membership deportment. Seated
is Dean Pridgeon, Chairman of the Awards banquet event.

DAIRY UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES
Michigan dairy farmers will be best served in the
long run by a dairy industry that remains free from un-

necessary tal economic regulations.
ﬁrmsshoulgmnﬁnuetommpeteon&wbens' of% -
ity, service and price. We would like to retain a busi-
ness climate wherein the adoption of new practices of
processing and distribution would be encouraged.

While we believe in competition, we are disturbed
by the fact that some dairy distributors and
retailers en in practices t have the effect of
destroying their competitors. Unfair trade practices are
a matter of moral, ethical and economic judgments.
Legislation now exists to control unfair practices in in-
terstate commerce. Some cases are now being tried that
may further ify the situation and give direction for
future actions. These may also serve as a guide for
state .

In the interest of controlling unfair trade practice
in interstate movement of dai , wWe urge
consideration of recommendations made the Special
Subcommittee of the Select Committee of Small Busi-
ness of the United States House of Representatives, The
recommendations in summary are these:

“1. Require publication of prices, discounts, rebates,
aﬂltl)wanoes, commissions, loans, and gifts by all
sellers.

“2. Prohibit price discrimination which would have
the effect of substantially lessening competition
or tending to create a monopoly; and

“3. Provide for process . . . for tem injunc-
tive relief pending issuance of l{nal orders in

We would support legislation which would prohibit
sales of dairy products at prices below cost and other
types of unfair trade practices. Such legislation should
provide for issuance of temporary restraining orders by
the regulatory authority or temporary injunction tg
the courts pending the final disposition of litiga
cases.

Any new legislation should have the effect of pre-
serving competition to the greatest possible extent. We
would oppose any legislaton which would seek to fix
prices, control production or restrict producers in their
right to bargain. e

We are opposed to additi costs in government
and furthermore we believe the entire dairy industry
would be served best by the administration of
any milk marketing law in the ofﬂleMlc:Jirgtn
Department of Agriculture instead of in a Milk M -
- mmgea by the

We are progress bei
Farm Bureau and other interests in the dairy industry
toward solving the aforementioned problems. We en-
dorse such activities and urge the continuation of them.

REGIONAL BARGAINING IN DAIRY MARKETING

ion. In Southern Mi this goal has
been well accomplished with an average of
diﬁmmmp&kmdh\vptjﬁ
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QUALITY DAIRY PRODUCTS

In the interests of the Michi dairy ind and
the consuming public, we urge ﬁ:tem-yeﬁort ex-
tended to improve the quality of manufactured dairy
products offered to consumers. Only the best quality
products will maintain the demand for dairy produets
and assure the best returns to producers.

We urge that all milk uced for human consum
tion be produced under the specifications of the MicB:
igan Fluid Milk Law.

SERVICE TO MEMBER PROGRAMS

The Michigan State University survey of farmer atti-
tuilg mblxsha; that farmers t::e mostghﬂét::gly moti-
va to join a farm ization throu provision
of tangib)l:nemnomicomts. Our Farm Bureau ex-

i has been that strength of membership has
Penefitted through the offering of some benefits of this
kind in the past.

We feel that it is important for the Michigan Farm
Bureau to promote and develop specific new programs
which will provide services to Farm Bureau members
only. We must preserve to the degree possible
those services-to-member benefits which have been es-
tablished by Farm Bureau delegate action in former
years.

ACTION ON LOCAL AFFAIRS

There is no question in the minds of this delegate
body that we, as citizens and as Farm Bureau mem-
bers, are face to face with many problems that vitally
concern our people and affect their lives right where
they live —in their home counties and communities,

These are problems which no one else
us. Nor can we hope that they will solve themselves if
we merely turn our backs upon - contrary,
others wi mavagcﬁnnindimctiansﬂmtmayveryweli

Councg;nrdsoftysl isor]:,u]e’dﬂleehcﬁnnf
] an re-
spom&epeopletoaﬁvinimrm . ’

governments
These are local problems. They must be handled by
local e. Our and our responsibility be-

we answer the

fore public view is involved
problems or stand idly by and do

challenges of these
nothing about them.

We challenge the boards of directors of our County
Farm Bureaus to exert full leadership and the full -
msufthei:organ[zedmnbers}ﬁpgodytomeetg:’;e
problems head-on with well organized programs of ac-
tion under the Farm Bureau banner.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING

Few things show more sharply the lack of consumer
understanding of farm problems than demonstrations of
housewives against so-called high food prices. When
administrative policies which have brought chaos to the
farm labor scene, and to advance government
controls over farmers and their business, is added to
this, a very pressing need for farmers to advance their
efforts to im public understanding of the true farm

blems andenSrheir important role in public interest

es evident.

We urge all County Farm Bureaus to establish active
Public Information Committees and to expand their
wmkwﬂhlocnlwﬂicnewsmed!&andWeurgeCounty

dcast programs prepared
cally or as issued by the Michigan Farm Bureaun,



Welu‘geallCo!mtyFmBumnsbke?inacﬂve
communication with local news and with the
lnformation_l)!vision of the M Farm Bureaun

gnificant matters develop which have im-
portance to agriculture’s position and which constitute
strong and worthwhile information to newspa and
to broadcasting stations. We feel that the cmngl‘::d ef-

of every segment of our Farm Bureau are needed
to build an effective tation in the interest of
agriculture and that the work cannot be left to the in-
itiative of a few people. Farmers themselves should get
actively into the effort to create public understanding.

We commend the Farm Bureau Women for their
personal efforts through their "U and I” Committee
( Understanding and Information) which has brought
them into face-to-face contact with urban people in
presenting the case for the American farmer.

- THE STRENGTH AND CROWTH OF MEMBERSHIP

We recognize that the size of our membership is one
of the most persuasive factors affecting our influence in
both state and national affairs. If a farm organization
is truly to represent the voice of the farmer in Amer-
ica, then most of the farmers must %ive their allegiance
to it. We ize, also, the need for strength in pro-
tecting our rights of self-determination in the manage-

local community programs a%ns( interference \
ermnment, business or labor. We must have ﬁn?yacgg:e
support of every farmer who will willingly join us in
these endeavors.

Therefore, we approve of the 1967 membership goal
of 57,600 Farm Bureau families in Michigan, and we
urge cveay G:unlhl"arm Bureau to accept its allocated
share and work diligently to guickly reach and exceed
this mm in order that more attention can be to
de g and promoting programs to involve and
benefit every member.

FARM BUREAU WOMEN

The Farm Bureau Women’s Committees have repre-
sented a very active phase of our Farm Bureau
gram, and we commend them for this leadership.

We recommend that efforts be made to include
women of Farm Bureau families in activities, projects
and programs and that the Farm Bureau Women con-
tinue to relate their efforts to the of the

‘ﬁmmof&eﬁmnumuatbml,mtymd

We would appreciate any action on the part of Farm
Bureau Women which would aim at strengthening, re-
ing and vitalizing action programs on the part
ty Farm Bureaus.

YOUNG PEOPLE

Young people in Farm Bureau are both a responsi-

bility and an opportunity.
Farm Bureau’s responsibilities include: assisting and
with such worthwhile groups of farm youth
as 4-H, FFA, and FHA in en them to take
their in agriculture of future — at the
i Farm Bureau as

Program emphasis should be on:

5 Maki.n% farm young people better acquainted with
Farm Bureauw.

mnandiw.

3. Programs assist young farmers to better

solve their own economic and social problems.
We recommend that young people should be in-
volved in every phase of Farm Bureau and each coun-

ty should have a strong program to accomplish

purpose.

g

FARM BUREAU AFFILIATES

Over the years, Farm Bureau has organized business
affiliate companies for the purpose of better serving ag-
riculture, and particularly Farm Bureau members.
companies have reduced the cost of aﬁ'icultural inputs,
increased the returns to members, and provided other
valuable services.

We commend Farm Bureau Services, Farmers Petro-
leum Cooperative, Michigan Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Association, Michigan Agricultural Services
Association and the Farm Bureau Insurance Group for
their accomplishments.

We urge the management and Boards of Directors of
these companies to continue to explore new avenues of
service to members and to the agriculture of Michigan.
As “it pays to do business with yourself,” we urge all
Farm Bureau members to patronize their own service
companies.

SUPPORT OF OUR SERVICE COMPANIES

We consider that it is important to the success and
the progress of our Farm Bureau affiliated service com-
panies that Farm Burean members and farmers patron-
ize them. Benefits from a cooperative are realized only
to the degree that business volume exceeds the costs of
operation.

Members and farmers cannot be expected to show

ater interest in the service programs than is shown
E;etlw elected leaders themselves, The members of the

Boards of Directors of our affiliated service companies
should set the standard of confidence in the programs
. they represent. - o -

Therefore, we feel that it is important for each board

to show his tronizing the
which he is a mb&fﬁcﬂlﬂﬁteﬂemm
chase of basic services and supplies.

member of our Farm Bureau tedsetvioemmpani:?
pur-

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING

Agricultural marketing is of great concem to farmers.
We recognize the need to improve our present market-
ing methods if we are to receive a more equitable net
income,

We in Farm Bureau are proud of our efforts in the
area of marketing. With the creation of the Michigan
Agricultural Marketing Association (MACMA), success-
ful marketing programs have been established for sev-
eral commoclities. We recommend that similar market-
ing programs be developed for other commodities.

Members are urged to becomie informed of the work
being done by MACMA. We must recognize that the
services of MACMA are available to any commodity
group. Producers must express substantial interest and
willingness before a marketing program can be devel-

MACMA programs are farmer-controlled. These must
be based on sound economics, selling ofroducls at rea-
listic prices to the best advantage the producer.
Marketing information and market expansion are also
necessary parts of such a program.

We ask that marketing be given high priority in the
expanded program of the Micﬁigan Farm Bureau. This
increased emphasis on marketing should be directed
towards the expansion of MACMA activities.

MICHIGAN AGRICULTURAL
SERVICES ASSOCIATION

We endorse the Méchignn Agricuituanl Services ASE
sociation’s program of recruitment and placement o
farm workers. We recommend that the service be con-
tinued and expanded as rapidly as possible.

ORIENTATION OF EMPLOYEES AND AGENTS

The em representatives of the Michigan Farm
Bureau all of its affiliated service companies reg:;
sent Farm Bureau, in general, when contacting mem
around the state, and the public-at-large.

Uninformed or misinformed employees or agents may
contribute to a poor or weak image of Farm Bureau,
either in answers given to questions or statements made
to other people when the information involves com-
panies other than their own. A lack of information
shows a weak interest on their part toward Farm Bu-
reau generally when inquiries are made.

We feel that all persons, employees
senting Farm Bureau and all of its affiliates who con-
tact people in the field should be iF‘\ﬂm intensive and

regular orientation regarding ph y, programs
servicmandopetationsoftﬁeFarm ureau and all
other affiliates.

As matters now stand, many and ts
seriously lack the understanding and often

ot e ok o g e L
company or organization. It i t
such a shortcoming can weaken the support and loyalty
of members to whom they speak.

We feel that organization-wide meetings to orient
and enthuse such personnel would be worth the time
and expense involved by all companies, and we request
that managers of the Farm Bureau and all affiliated
companies plan and hold joint meetings designed to
present a well-grounded and umited front by all
personnel before all people.

POLICY DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURES

We recognize that there is value in recommendations
which are submitted from Community Groups and

members to the Counmﬁoluﬁons Committees. Parti-

cipation by members should always be encouraged.

County Resolutions Committees often use local re-
‘slgur?e ple in helping tohde\r’elop sound resolutions.

o further improve our policy development
we would encourage County Farm Bureau m
Directors to charge the Resolutions Committees to make
more use of local resource persons to bring areas of
local ms to attention and to inform and discuss
probable issues at meetings of the County Farm Bureau
members. Where such s are of important con-
cern to the membership, they should be considered as
possible recommendations to the County Farm Bureaus,
After processing these ideas, the Resolutions Commit-
tee should be in general ment and be prepared to
defend the proposed resolutions at the County Farm
Bureau annual meeting.

COMMUNITY GROUPS

We believe that effective membership participation
is essential for total Farm Bureau action. We believe
that members are offered a better opportunity to guide
and support their Farm Bureau when they participate
in Community Farm Bureaus.

To make the Community Farm Bureaus more effec-
tive, we recommend:

1. That County Farm Bureau Boards su the
resolution of the Michigan Farm Bureau Boa.r(i to make
the advancement and maintenance of Community Farm

Bureaus a top priority project, and select strong com-
mittees and allocate proper budgets for the organization
of new groups with ial emphasis on young farmers

and young farm families.

9. That County Boards set goals for advancement
in group mem based on the present status of these
groups and the percentages of members now organized
in them.

or agents repre-

3. That the County Boards urge their Community
Farm Bureaus to invite potential Farm Burean mem
and non-group members to attend their meetings.

4. That Community Farm Bureaus be alerted to
ways in which they can take action on problems exist-
ing in their own communities, and that they be

to take part in grams which will meet the needs
of farmers at locar;ld county levels.

5. Tl;?at CmBmty Boards keep in touch mug) the Com-
munity Farm Bureaus regarding programs that members
think ywould benefit farmers when carried through by
County and State Farm Bureaus.

6. That all County Farm Bureaus hold quarterly
county-wide, or ares, all-member meetings each year
dealing with questions, local and otherwise, which are
important to the membership. Such meetings would
include Community Group members and be in lieu of
the regular monthly group meeting normally held
Community Farm Bureaus at that time. The fourt
such meeting should be the County Farm Bureau An-
nual Meeting., These county-wide, all-member meetings
should be promoted among all members to the fullest
possible degree.

5

WE COMMEND FOR UNSELFISH SERVICE

Many of our fellow farmers are serving culture
andoursmteasmembmofboardes.eummiss?gs.m—
mittees and advisory groups on which agricultural re-
presentation is important to all of us.

Often this service is rendered without any reimburse-
ment for time and expenses involved.

ithin our own organization are also many who
of irﬂmeandtt;lemtomakeFarmBma:theﬂg
fective voice for farmers.

We commend these people and recognize them fi
ﬁleireunselﬁshservimtoagricul?:m. -

CITIZENSHIP

Good citizenship consists of rights and .
It involves being INFORMED on issues, gness to
work and courage to act in our two-party political sys-
tem of government and enterprise.

lc\lfhmmﬁchigm Farm Bureau will cunti:ll?ue- l(ml&mmhing
an ve programs to en

ple to become active in the pﬁ‘ﬁml“;uty of“g
choice, Members should pay particular attention to vot-

also i
their Senators and Representatives to inform them of
the importance of issues which affect farmers and ag-
riculture, and should not fail to thank them, in writi
for support which the Legislators give to agriculture’s
cause. ;

Through the years, Farm B has
pg;unitiesforwbmsb W&mﬁ
s matters. vities Legislative Seminars,
Meet and Measure the Cs.ndi”date Meetings, Young
People’s Citizenship Seminars and Freedom Confer-
ences have been part of keeping our members informed,
and should be continued.

Weurgetlmtactivitiesbecﬁndnctnda!thehﬁdﬂgm
Farm Bureau and County Farm Bureau levels to moti-
mmbastoamepttheirmpomlﬁhhm‘ as good

FARM BUREAU FLAG

Michigan Farm Bureau has no official flag. We feel
the possibility of designing one should be made a proj-
ect of Michigan Farm Bureau Women or Michigan
F;xa:ulnd Bll:eabl:o th People. Results of their ﬁnd.lﬁ
5 ught ore an meeting of

delegates for further i ¢

STATUS OF PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS

except insofar as the Board of Direct
find that such a prior resolution pmwmmtgewybaﬂs
for action on a current problem.

e

pictured shortly aofter her selection

LOVELY QUEEN — Charlotte Webb Thuemmel (Mrs. David) is
at
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F.P.C. "OPEN HOUSE"

The Grand Rapids Branch of
Farmers Petroleum Cooperative
held an “Open House” at their
new facilities, 6535 Alpine Ave-
nue, Comstock Park, October 27.

Present at the event were visi-
tors from Muskegon, Ottawa,
Kent, Barry and Newaygo coun-
ties, and Farmers Petroleum Co-
op staff members from Farm Bur-
eau Center, Lansing.

On hand to greet their guests
were branch personnel: Del San-
ders, manager; Al Kooiman, sales
representative; Larry Parrish, sales

representative and driver; Mar-
shall Wondergem, transport driv-
er, and Merton DeGraw, Ware-
houseman. Coffee, cider and do-
nuts were served as the visitors
inspected displays and equipment.

The William Wilson pump com-
pany display mobile unit was also
available for the crowd’s viewing.

The new facility includes a
40 by 60 foot all-steel warehouse,
a 75,000 gallon underground stor-
age to supply the bulk plant and
a new 1,500 gallon tankwagon
delivery truck.

Rapids Branch —a new service facility.

December 1, 1966

Staff Changes

Kenneth Wiles, 42, Van Buren
County Farm Bureau’s secretary
since April of this year, will join
the field staff of the Michigan
Farm Bureau as a regional repre-
sentative for the West Central
area in mid-December.

He will serve the counties of
Clare, Isabella, Mason, Mecosta,
Newaygo, Oceana and Osceola,
former region of Raymond Askins,
who recently resigned from that
position.

Wiles, born and raised on a
farm near Decatur until he went
into the service, was discharged
from the Army in 1965 after 20
vears of service. Prior to joining
the Army in 1945, he had been
active in the Van Buren County
Junior Farm Bureau.

Kenneth, his wife, Jane, and
their four children, Arthur, 15;
Jerry, 14; Sandra, 12, and Brian,
8, live at 206 W. Sherwood, De-
catur. They plan to move to Wiles’
region in the near future.

A new addition to the Public
Affairs Division of the Michigan
Farm Bureau is Dale Sherwin, 29,
who joined the staff November 1
as Assistant Legislative Council.

Dale is well-known to many
Farm Bureau members for his
service as regional representative
in the Southeast counties from
September, 1962, until March of
1965, when he became the Farm
Bureau Insurance Agency Man-
ager in Lapeer,

Following his graduation from
Michigan State University in
1961, Dale went into farming.
He became interested in Farm
Bureau through the local com-
munity group monthly potluck
dinners. “I thought $1 a month
for that kind of meal was a pretty
good deal” grins Dale. And so
began his Farm Bureau career.

Dale, his wife, Janet and their
four children: Carolyn, 8; Diana,
7; Donald, 4, and Dawn, 2, plan
to move to the Lansing area from
their present home in Lapeer.

THIRTEEN

“BIRCH TREE BORER”

The white birch, one of Mich-
igan’s fine native trees commonly
used for landscape beautification,
is dying from neglect according
to Harold Davidson, Michigan
State University Extension Spec-
ialist in Horticulture.

“Literally thousands of these
beautiful white-barked trees died
during the past year. These trees
would still be providing beauty
to the landscape had they been
given adequate water,” Davidson
explained.

Dr. Davidson says the borer
attacks all species of birch, poplar
and willow. The small larvae
mine underneath the bark, un-
noticed to the human eye, de-
stroying the transport system
within the tree.

The pest can be prevented
rather than eliminated. -William
Wallner, Extension Entomologist
at MSU, says there is no known
insecticidal spray which will con-
trol the larvae once it has mined
beneath the bark.

Evidence of the borers’ pres-
ence may be found upon close
examination of the trunk and
main branches of the tree. Small,
pinhead-sized holes will be seen
scattered at random over the
white bark.

Professor Davidson says to pre-
vent this type of injury, birch
trees’ should be kept in good vig-
orous growing condition. Water-
ing the trees during periods of
law rainfall and fertilizing the
tree in spring with a complete
fertilizer will help. He reminds
that all trees should go into the
winter with “their feet wet” and
late October and early November,
before the fall freeze-up, is a good
time to water trees and orna-
mental shrubs.
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let’s all resolve to do our part for peace in the future.

ol HE> PH-ACID
:OF A WI NGHF]IEBRQ
NM@H@E

Few of us can remember the quiet
and peace of a ride in a cutter.

All you heard was the swishing of the
snow under the runners. The soft clopping
of the horse’s hoofs and the jingle of the sleigh
bells. Yes, few of us remember but all of us
wish that we could enjoy moments such as this
. . . a time to reflect on the past . . .
to be thankful for the present . .
for resolutions for the future. This is a part of
this is what we, as Americans, are fighting
to preserve. So be thankful for the present . ..
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DISCUSSION

TOPIC

PREPARED “BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
MICHIGAN FARM BUREAU

Politicians who seek control over America’s farms do
not call “time out.” In the past years, polls of American
farmers and various referenda combine to show that
farmers do not want more government in agriculture.
They want to run their own farming business.

Four years ago the Willard Cochrane scheme was un-
veiled — the scheme to make agriculture a “public util-
ity”, with all commodities under government control.
Production quotas for everything would be dished out
according to government calculations of the total food
needs. Since that time, each government proposal has
pointed in that direction. The Report of the National
Commission on Food Marketing, issued in June 1966, is
cut from the same piece of cloth.

Ten members of the Commission were Congressmen —
five senators and five members of the House. Five ad-
ditional members were appointed by the President and
were citizens at-large.

The National Commission on Food Marketing was
authorized by a resolution of Congress. The charge given
to the Commission was clearly that of fact-gathering to
reveal the situation in the production, processing and
distribution of food in the United States. Congress wanted
accurate guidelines for every needed legislation affecting
the food industry. The powers of the Commission stop-
ped there,

During discussion of the resolution in the House,
Representative Poage, who was floor manager of the
resolution, pointed out the purpose:

“We (Concress) should have a clear understanding of
the relationships which exist between the producer and
the consumer of food than exists in any other business
institution in the United States, because it affects more
people and involves more money.

“So the purpose of this resolution is to try to get this
out where there will be an intensive and exhaustive study
made, where we will have real information on which we
can act with assurance, rather than on guesswork which
has formed the basis of so many of our conclusions in
the past.”

The House of Representatives had previously considered
whether the Commission should develop recommendations
or conclusions for programs. This part of the charge was
discarded. Congress would make its own conclusions.

The Commission went ahead, nevertheless, to draft
“conclusions,” over the protests of some of its members.
With some of the proposals, farmers might agree. With
others, they are justified in making vigorous protest.

Farmers do need legislation which could protect their

right to organize and bargain without buyer interference.
Thus, farmers might salute the following proposal:
“We believe that specific legislation should be enacted
providing that all processors, shippers and buyers of
farm products, engaging in affecting interstate trade, are
prohibited from obstructing the formation or operation
of a producers’ bargaining association or cooperative, and
from influencing producers’ understanding of, or voting
on, marketing orders or similar programs, by disseminat-
ing false or misleading information, discriminating among
producers in any manner, or using boycotts or other
deceptive or coercive methods.”

Farmer bargaining organizations have been faced with
powerful buyers organizations who turn their backs on
most farmer bargaining efforts. MACMA’s bargainers
have encountered some processors who apply coercive
pressures to MACMA’s members.

Where, then, is the point of protest? Shall we say,
“On page 110 of the Report.” For here is found the scheme
of expansion for sweeping controls over farmers and
their operations. Tie a couple of the proposals together
and see how they add up. First consider this:

“We conclude that Federal marketing agreements and
orders should be authorized for ANY agricultural com-
modity produced in a local area or regional subdivision
of the United Statest.”

That sets the stage. And if it were made law, it would
reinforce a more drastic proposal which follows in the

Report.

“I would not be surprised if the Johnson Administration
used the consumer boycotts of supermarkets as an excuse
to impose price and wage controls.

“Various devices, including encouragement of consumer
boycotts and investigations into food prices and trading-

stamps by government agencies, have aIready_b‘een u.sed
to divert attention away from the real cause of rising prices

-

— inflation generated by excessive government spending

in the non-defense sector . .

»

Charles B. Shuman,
President, American Farm Bureau

THE FARMER'S ANSWER TO
FEDERAL FARM CONTROLS

It is a matter of history that
where authorization for market-
ing agreements or orders has
existed, the U.S.D.A. has used
forthright methods and govern-
ment resources to promote and
campaign for farmer approval
of proposed orders and agree-
ments. The desire to bring the
commodities under government
control has been clear.

Where ANY commodity could
be considered for marketing
orders, the field would be clear
for the government to shoot with
a scatter gun at gaining control
of many.

The move to full powers of
control is more firmly pinned
down in the next step of the
Report:

“Legislation should be enacted
enabling Agricultural Marketing
Boards to be brought into being
upon a vote of producers for
the purpose of joining in the sale
of products as they first enter
channels of trade.

“By an Agricultural Marketing
Board is meant a body having
specific powers in group market-
ing activities in the farm sale of
a particular commodity. Such
activities should be in the im-
mediate charge of an Adminis-
trator appointed by and represent-
ing the Secretary of Agriculture.
Powers that may be exercised
under a board include those
granted under Federal marketing
orders, and in addition, regulat-
ing production and marketing and
negotiating prices and other
terms of trade. The board should
also be empowered to engage in
other activities necessary to ac-
complish this purpose.”

Power of that kind takes on a
pretty full sweep!

As part of the picture — where
producers vote in a referendum
to consider marketing orders, a
favorable two-thirds vote forces
the other one-third to operate
under the order. Thus, under
an approved order, no producer
could escape the regulations of
the government-controlled board.

The proposal would tend to

displace the opportunity for or
existing bargaining associations
which the farmers themselves
have organized,

Six members of the Commis-
sion vigorously protested against
the “conclusions” and the meth-
ods used in putting them into
the record.

Three of the Commission mem-
bers, Mr. William M. Batten,
Senator Roman L. Hruska and
Senator Thurston B. Morton
voice their reasons for protest:

“Most legislative ventures to
benefit agriculture are devised to
help farmers help themselves.
Not this one. It could be used to
force farmers to their knees be-
fore the Secretary of Agriculture.
Commodity boards would be es-
tablished under the supervision of
an Administrator whom the Sec-
retary of Agriculture would ap-
point . . . Individual farmers
would be deprived of their free-
dom of decision, not only on
major matters in running their
farm business, but even as to
whether to participate in the
program. .

“The boards could control pro-
duction and marketing, The
prices would necessarily be bind-
ing upon all producers and pro-
cessors of individual products and
would sharply influence con-
sumer prices as well. And, all
the while, the board’s actions
would be subject to the approval
of the Secretary of Agriculture.

“The nation’s food production
and distribution system must not
be turned over to any one per-
son, especially a political ap-
pointee in any administration.”

These Comission members pro-
test that the “conclusions” of the
Report are based on a view that
farm surpluses will plague Amer-
ica for vears to come. This,
they say, is unrealistic in the
face of an exploding population
and rapidly increasing world
needs for food.

Forces are at work that lead,
not to more surpluses, but to
overall short supply and controls
to limit production under such

conditions become unnecessary
and arbitrary, say these Commis-
sion mem

They also point out that the
President, reacting to food short-
ages, has asked Congress to pass
legislation that will permit the
use of U.S. farm resources in a
“Food for Freedom” Program.
The American farmer will be
asked to fill a gap in world food
production. In the face of this,
it is folly to strengthen the powers
for control and limitation of
supply.

If farmers are to fulfill the
challenge of supplying the grow-
ing needs for food, they must be
given the fullest freedom and
flexibility of action in increasing
their production efficiency, rather
than being tightly bound into
control straightjackets.

Batten, Hruska and Morton
also attacked the methods used
by the Commission in arriving
at the “conclusions.” They point
out that the conclusions were
first written as recommendations.
Later they were drafted as con-
clusions before the factual evi-
dence was gathered. They say
that the nature of the evidence
gathered was such as to support
the conclusions which had already
been set down for the Report.

Other protesting members of
the Commission also criticised the
method of the report for this
“backward” approach.

It is, and has been the position
of Farm Bureau that every move
to increase the powers of the
Secretary of Agriculture reduces
the rights of farmers to decide
for themselves in matters of
farm operation and their farming
business.

Farm Bureau delegates have
continued to call for a declaration
of independence in the national
farm program. They are FOR
the right to earn a high, spend-
able net farm income.

Recent developments have
proved that the government is
less concerned with this goal than
with control of the consumer vote
on a political front.
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HELP YOUR IDLE DOLLARS
EARN MORE- INVEST IN:

Series “"A” 6% Debentures

(non-assessable)

Issue of 1965 — 15 Year Maturity
6% simple interest paid annually on September 1

FARM BUREAU SERVICES, INC.
4000 North Grand River
Lansing, Michigan

For a copy of the prospectus and a call by a licensed
salesman, complete and mail to:

FARM BUREAU SERVICES, INC.
Securities Promotion Dept.
P.O. Box 960

Lansing, Michigan

Name .- - = L&
Road AL SREDE —
Town sZouey s o oo e L

County =oPhone ..o

No obligation !

This advertisement is neither an offer to sell or a solicitation to
_buy any of these securities. The offering is made only by the
prospectus.

oung-Farmer Activities

DUTSTANDING FARMER —is Larry Silsby, Mason, selected by Lansing Jaycees as
their entrant in the State Outstanding Young Farmer program. Making the award
to Mr. and Mrs. Silsby is Jaycee Duwayne Ziegler, (right) of the American Dairy

Association of Michigan.

EMPHASIS ON AGRICULTURE

Advantages of agricultural ca-
reers have been stressed in a
number of recent meetings with
more emphasis to come as Mich+
igan’s energetic Jaycees once
more begin their annual search
for the state’s most outstanding
young farmers.

Junior Chamber officials have
encouraged county Farm Bureau
participation in this search which
will climax in March at a state-
wide event.

Hosts for the state award din-
ner and program will be the Man-
istee Chapter of the Jaycees.

In charge of the program will
be Tom Freeman, who will serve
as State OYF Chairman and help
guide the selection of this year's
top farmer.

Last year's winner was Calvin
Lutz of the Manistee area.

YOUNG-FARMER GROUP — listens intently as Michigan State University coordinator of student programs, Nerman Brown,

tells of leadership and career opportunites in agriculture and related agri-business.

wives attended the luncheon and afterncon business program which followed.

Nearly 150 young farmers and their

—— e —

FARM BUREAU MARKET PLACE

SPECIAL RATE TO FARM BUREAU MEMBERS: 25 words for $2.00 each edition. Additional words, 10 cents each. Figures such as 12 or $12.50 count as
one word. NON-MEMBER advertisers: 15 cents per word one edition, two or more editions, 10 cents per word. Copy deadline: 20th of the month.

HELP WANTED 8 FARM EQUIPMENT 14 FOR SALE 20 LIVESTOCK 35 WOMEN
: ey 4 - FOR SALE: Circle steel grain drying and CALF CREEP FEEDERS —26 BUSHEL, TRA W -
ini:nlf‘:]:rtg rﬁ::‘l_:”]‘lc."’:ﬁ::‘gc arst's:na:t%ic\‘]:!. AGENTS—F;!‘;’?CB. (I'O‘:_\tl‘aﬂol"-‘. l'l‘lﬂl’-te‘ storage bins —and equipment. All sizes. Feeds 30 Calves, $88.50. Free Literature. }_LOLGUS In||mTrE:?i [tenioxissf‘?gﬁung:;rﬁ
Must be able o communicate well with \rte OttswaHith FNIZ1; Holland; NMocnisan. 138 Avenue botweon S0 and  Tiwsier = te 219 Main, Colchester.  Sample Merchandise Tncluded. ~Imports
* farm people. Should have an agricultural Michigan 49423, (10-3t-16b) 8 52nd Street, Allegan County, Phone Ham- e 1848178 80 gamos. ot d, Pensacols, Florida
background. Contact Chnrlt;s{ Bg:rketl.}'l)u- iltm: 7'512_;2'-;0_ cg{a:l]rgnn County) < ALY 32505, (11-2t-16p) 35
ector of Field Operations, Michigan Farm
Eureau‘ 41300hl\orthP?‘;and‘]g;%rlél\reréue. IY HOG EQUIPMENT — Poult e o R 22 NURSERY STOCK
ansing, Michigan ne xt. PLTY 1 — Poult
273. (12-1t-25p) buildings. Laying cages, aulun“'lrnh:'.‘I f‘ 20 LIVESTOCK ;s:'mnx BRO'S :;Ew 150111' uﬁmii\'rn;ry FARMERS:
ers, manure removal systems ‘entilation. at; FREE! Spectacular ~color dis- 4
Hog buildings. Farro-crates, hog feeders, play Giant-size Apples, Peaches, Nec- Check the value you get in
1 AUCTIONS fen e nanels. Literature free. Write, Ot- CATTLE FEEDERS—Feed high analysis tarines (Furzless Peaches), Pears, Cher- .
tawa-Hitch, FN321, Holland, Michigan Perfect B 8% ries, icots, Plums from DWARF, Semi- Gelatin Bone Perfect Balanm!
49423 f (10-3t-29b) § feed. Feed free choice. Put plain salt in Dmatf Standard Size trees. Omamentals, th i 1 feed of ch jons:
MISSOURI AUCTION SCHOOL. Free ] one container and Perfect Balancer Min: Roses, etc, GUARANTEED. Stark, Dept. o T T R
ta;nlt;gilolgaﬂ-éﬁ Linwood, tﬁx-Tf-IOb) t Endwa which ooe Be needs. Cet Perfect =~ TUbOl Louisiana, Muson?lg_saatﬁ]éb} % Percent Percent
e - DAIRY EQUIPMENT — Cattle barns. Balancer mineral at vour elevator. The Min., Max,
Acorn stanchion stalls, comfort stalls, free Gelatin Bone Co.,, Box 125, Emmett, 26 Phosphorous 8.0 9.0
stalls. Acom 7-wing reversible gutter Michigan, (4-47b) 20 POULTRY Caldum 29.0 34.0
6 DOGS e e barms, Litarsture fvee. HEREFORD BULLS bred herd o e s
eaner for large bams. Erule . iven. —pure bhre er ] J— 7
e T R R
. y Michigan . ifers and calfs, alley Herefor o ’ o
STARTED ENGLISH SHEPHERD pups Farm, 6611 Knapp St. Ada, Michigan. Eliminate soft shelled eggs 3 e o 00 000

b Lester Evitts,

Lo i

from our own stock and watch dogs, $20.

Ferris Bradley, Route 1, Springport,

Michigan — 49289.( Jackson County)
(12-1t-19p) 6

10 FARM FOR SALE

220 ACRES NORTH EAST of Gladwin.
All tillable, level. 2 homes. Two 40
ft. silos. 2 basement barns. Excellent beef
setup. IE farms in Clinton County area.
Clinton-Gratiot County Real Estate Serv.
Phone St. Johns 224-3801. Melvin Smith,
Broker, (Clinton County)

(11-2t-38p) 10

FOR SALE: Registered English Sheperd
puppies. Available October 1st. Good
watch and stock dog. (Formerly Johnson
Kennels  Stock Dogs). Phone 268-2349.
Vestaberg, Michigan

{ Montealm County) (1 -It-2-'ip) 14

8 FARM EQUIPMENT HELP WANTED

FEEDING EQUIPMENT — Acomn floating
auger bunk feeders. Acorn automatic aug-
erless feeder and bunk.  Acom donhle
anger silo unloaders. Vakm: electric
der-mixer, portable grinding’ mixer.

Rewarding position available as a Mich-
igan Farm Bureau Regional Representative.
Mitst be able to communicate well with
farm people, Should have an agricultural

m‘n- background. Contact Charles Burkett, Dir-

knife h m Bulk feed  ector of Field Operations, Michigan Farm
tunks with tators. l..il.eratu.m free. Write,  Bureau, 4000 North Grand River Avenue,
Ottawa-Hitch, FN321, Holland, Michigan Lansing, Michigan. Phone 485-8121, Ext.
49523, was 2610, ) 8, 272, (12-1t-25p)
i s

- —— | —

‘-1---——.-‘ R

o ey — L a e

Phone OR 8-1080, (Kent County)
(11-tf-25b) 20
HOG HOLDING CRATES — $38.50. Free
Literature. Dolly Enterprises, 219 Main,
Colchester, Illinois.
(12-1t-12p) 20

DAIRYMEN—Use Perfect Balancer 8%
phosphate mineral feed. Mix one pou
of Perfect Balancer to every 100 lbs, of
ground feed. You can eliminate bone meal
by using Pe Balancer. Get Perfect
Balancer at_ vour elevator. The Gelatin
Bone Co., Box 125, Emmett, Michigan.
(ti-40b) 20

FEEDING HOGS? Use salt free, high
anplysis Perfect Balancer 8% phosphate
mineral feed in your hog feed. Mix one
rmmd of Perfect Balancer with each 100
bs. of ground feed. You can eliminate
bone meal by using Perfect Balancer.

Perfect Balancer at vour elevator, The
Gelatin Bone Co., Box 125, Emmett,
Michigan, (t-50b) 20

—— e — = —

lbx E:: 100 Ths. feed. M-[!'hcl:i Gelatin Bone
25, Emmett, g'ln.
(tf-25b) 26

DAY OLD OR STARTED PULLETS—
The DeKalk profit pullet. Accepted by
the smart poultryman for high egg }'m)-
duction, superior egg quality, greater feed
efficiency. If wou I:N? , you'll
keep DeKalbs, Write for prices and
catalog. KLAGER H&TCHETIIES Bridge-
water, Michigan. Telephones: Saline I:IAx.rl
9-7087, Manchester GArden

{ Washtenaw County) (tf-46b) 26

KLAGER'S DEKALE PROFIT PULLETS
— Order your started pullets that have
been raised on a proven growing program.
The growing birds are inspect weekly
by trained staff, vaccinated, debeaked and
delivered by us in clean crates. If you
keep records, you will keep KLAGER DE-
KALBS. KLAGER HATCHERIES, Bridge-

water, Michigan, Telephones: 313 429-
TOBT and 313 428-3034.
{ Washtenaw County) (9-tf-50b) 26

Get Perfect Balancer at your

elevator. Distributed in Mich-
igan by:
FARM BUREAU

SERVICES, INC.

The GELATIN BONE CO.
Box 125, Emmett, Michigan

HELP WANTED

Rewarding position available as a Mich-
igan Farm Burean Regional Representative.
Must be able to communicate well with
farm people. Should have an agricultural
background. Contact Charles Burkett, Dir-
ector of Field Operations, Michigan ‘Farm
Bureau, 4000 North Grand River Avenue,
Lansing, Michigan. Phone 485-8121, Ext.

v (12-3-251?1 H
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LOOKING AHEAD...
..WITH CONFIDENCE

We all have dreams for tomorrow. We work and wait for the day we can buy the special home
or farm we've always wanted —or enjoy that extended vacation —or provide a college education
for our children. But because dreams are expensive, many never come true.

Thousands of Michigan families have guaranteed their future through a carefully planned life
insurance program with Farm Bureau Insurance. They are investing in a program which builds
cash values to be used in later years for any purpose. And, at the same time, the family is pro-
tected against the financial loss which results from an untimely death.

Each year, more and more families are discovering how we protect and help fulfill their “tomor-
rows.” As a matter of fact, the men, women, and children of Michigan now own more than $242
million of Farm Bureau life insurance. And, across the United States, American famlies own
over $5 billion of life insurance with Farm Bureau companies.

The reason for our rapid growth is simple. We're a little old-fashioned — still dedicated to pro-
viding only the best for our policyholders. And it's working.

FARM BUREAU

INSURANCE
GROUP

Farm Bureau Mutual - Farm Bureau Life - Community Service, LANSING
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