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- Ton of FB Garden

Seeds to Greece

February 18 five large boxes
of garden seeds—over a ton—
were shipped from the Farm
Bureau Services garden seeds
department in Lansing to the
mountain villages of northern
Greece.

The boxes contained these gard-
den seeds: 630 pounds peas, 300
pounds sweet corn, 300 pounds
lima beans, 630 packages of swiss
chard, earrots, squash, turnips,
radishes, and peppers, and 250
packages of miscellaneous seeds.
These have a total value well
over $800 and are a gift from
Michigan people through CROP,
the Christian Rural Overseas
Program.

In 1949 Church World Service
sent a representative, Mr. Edson
Sower, formerly from Flint,
Michigan, to Greece to survey
the relief needs. A little later
a team of five Americans and one
Scandanavian youth were sent
to Greece under direction of the
World Council of Churches and
headed by Mr. Sower. Their
work has been mainly teaching
and helping the village farmers
to produce more and better sup-
plies of food.

In 1952 Mr. Sower requested 300
bushels of hybrid seed corn,
which CROP promptly sent. Most
farmers were glad for the help
given them. However, some were
skeptical. Typical were the
farmers of the yillage of Ionnina
who said, “These boys are sin-

cere fellows, we don’t want to!

offend them, but of course the
seed can't grow here! How could
it? After all, it was grown 4.000

miles from here. But we must
plant it." They did, on their poor-
est soil, unplowed and untended
during the summer, yet when
harvest came the American hy-
brid corn out-produced their
corn by 50% and their own seed
corn had been planted on their
best soil, plowed and tended
throughout the summer.

Said Mr. Sower, “They take
our word for anything now.” On
February 18 a shipment of 7,000
bushels of 1. S. hybrid seed corn
was loaded out of New York
bound for Greece. This also
was a contribution from CROP.
In 1953 and 1954 smaller ship-
ments of hybrid seed corn were
sent. 3

The "Greek Teams,” mostly
American youth, number over 30
persons, both men and women.
Not only have they taught the
people how to produce more and
better food but also the girls
have taught them how to pre-
serve foods by canning. During
the past two summers over one-
quarter million glass fruit jars
have been sent to them from the
United States through Church
World Service. A “modern mir-
acle” of preserving vegetables
for winter use has been intro-
duced in Greece.

While the principal task of
CROP is sending food to the
hungry, it was decided by the
State CROP Committee that a
shipment of needed garden seed
would, in this case, be more
valuable than sending 'food. The
people have land and are able
and willing to help themselves,

Your Storage of Farm
Bureau Fertilizer

PHILLIP TURNER
Fertilizer Quality Control

Our Farm Bureau fertilizer
manufacturing plants at Kal-
amazoo and Saginaw are pro-
ducing granulated plant {foods
which have been going out to
farmers in great volume for the
spring season. A few words about
proper storage are timely.

Storing well-cured fertilizer, es-
pecially Farm Bureau, high anal-
ysis plant foods, is simple. For
best results, pick a dry storage
area. The bags should be stack-
ed not more than eight high, and
in such a manner that there is
good air circulation within the
pile. Moisture and extreme tem-
perature fluctuations are to be
avoided.

There is an advantage in buy-
ing Farm Bureau fertilizer early
in the year. The fertilizer has
been mixed properly and has had
"time for a complete cure. The
granulation process in itself is
the best guarantee of free flow-
ing fertilizer.

Despite the best that man has

been able to do, occasionally a
few bags will show “bag-set”,
In rare instances we have a bag
of hard fertilizer. If these few
bags are dropped onto a {lat
surface with the wide part ‘of
the bag hitting evenly on the
floor, once on each side, the
plant food should in most cases
‘become free flowing. If this
process doesn't do it, get in touch
with your dealer.

The Farm Bureau's plant food
manufacturing program is plan-
ned to assure the farmer a uni-
form, granulated, high analysis
plant food which will pour
easily, and won’t clog in the
farmer's equipment, 3

Our discount fo farmers for
taking delivery of fertilizer in
winter and storing it on the farm
works to advantage two ways:
(1) It enables the Farm Bureau
factories to work continuously
by transferring cured fertilizer
from factory storage to farm
storage. (2) the farmer has on
hand the analyses he wants for
spring, and he gets as a discount
the cost of storage.

Aids Safety Council

WARD G. HODGE, president of

the Michigan Farm Bureau, and
Boswell Stevens of"' Mississippi,
will represent the American
Farm Bureau on the Farm Con-
ference of the National Safety
Council. Mr. Hodge will repre-
sent state Farm Bureau presi-
dents and Mr. Stevens is a mem-
ber of the AFBF board of direct=
ors. The appointments were
made by AFBF President Char-
les Shuman at the direction of
the board of diréctors.

*

Flour

Enriched flour is simply flour
to which has been added the B
vitamins: thiamine, riboflavin
and niacin.

Yan Buren
Qualifies for
Group Life

Van Buren County Farm Bu-
reau has qualified for Farm Bu-
reau’s Group Life Insurance, Wal-
do Dick, president, and Lynnford
Goss, roll call chairman, announc-
ed that 524 members have enroll-
ed for the Group Life Plan. En-
rollment will be open for another
month, hoping to enroll 800 fam-
ilies in the plan.

Van Buren County is the fourth
county to qualify for the Group
Life Plan. Others are Barry, Oce-
ana and St. Joseph counties,

Berrien, Alcona and Kalamazoo
Farm Bureau members are con-
sidering the Group Life Plan.

To qualify for the plan an ap-
plicant must belong to a Com-
munity Farm Bureau, be in rea-
sonably good health, not over 60
years of age, and able to work
regularly. At least 60% of those
eligible must enroll in each com-
munity group to qualify the
group.. Enough groups must en-
roll to make the plan workable
in the county.

More than 2,000 Farm Bureau
members have Farm Bureau
Group Life insurance, which is
$1,000 for husband, or wife, or
both,

It's better to do a little task
well than to be lost in a great un-
dertaking.

Discussion Topic
On Television

Subject for discussion at Com-
munity Farm Bureau meetings in
March: “Michigan's Water Rights
and Resources.” Television pro-
grams on the subject:

March 2, 8:30 p. m—WKAR-
TV, Michigan State college. Chan-
nel 60. .
March 9, 1:00 p. m—WNEM-
TV, Bay City, €hannel 5.

March 19, 1:30 p. m.—WOQOD-
TV, Grand Rapids. Channel 7.

MEMBERS of the State Committee of the Christian Rural Overseas Program were present Feb., 18
when 5 boxes of garden seeds—over a ton—were shipped from the Farm Bureau Services garden
seeds dep’t at Lansing fo the people of northern Greece. Left to right, Russell Hartzler, state CROP
director; Dan Reed, Michigan Farm Bureau: Elmer Lightfoot, exetutive secretary of Michigan Fu-
ture Farmers of America: Milon Grinnell, editor of Michigan Farmer. See article on this page.

AFBF Asks U.S.
To Get Tough
About Exports

U. S. farers face nearly three
times the competitive imports
‘hat other segments ofsthe econ-
omy face, an American Farm
Bureau Federation trade expert
declared today.

Gwynn Garneit,
D. C., Director of Foreign Trade
Development for the Federation,
told the National Council of
American Importers that *the
majority of these farm imports
are coming in under concessions
granted under the Reciprocal
I'rade Agreements Act.”

Speaking in behalf of the Farm
Bureau—a non-governmental
general farm organization of
809,461 farm families in 48 states
and Puerto Rico—he ‘made it
clear that the Federation strong-
ly urged enactment of the bill
now before Congress to extend
the Act.

However, he called for a re-
view of reciprocal concessions
given to foreign countriés jwho
have denied to American pro-
ducers the benefit of their con-
cessions,

“We are asking Congress fo
provide in the Act a provision to
suspend U.S. eoncessions when
foreign countries fail to live up
to their commitments under. ex-
isting trade agreements,” he de-
clared.

He pointed out that the U.S.

is now importing $1.7 billion of |

competitive farm preducts. Yet,
he said, foreign countries con-
tinue restrictions against U.S.
farm products including lard,
poultry and animal products.

“The $1.7 billion of competitive
farm products amounts to over
five percent of the value of
domestic production of these same
products and to over 16 percent
of the total U.S. imports,” he ex-
plained.

Insurance Co’s

Elect Hazel
and Knirk

Russel E. Hazel of Richland
was re-elected president of the
Farm Bureau Life Insurance
Company at the 4th annual meet-
ing at Lansing Feb. 22. Ren A.
DeRuiter of McBain was elected
vice-president. Albert A. Brind-
ley of West Branch was elected
to the board of directors. J. F.
Yaeger of East Lansing was re-
elected secretary-treasurer, and
Nile Vermillion of DeWitt was re-
elected ass't sec’y-treas.

Blaque Knirk of Quiney was
re-elected president of the Farm
Bureau Mutual Insurance Com-
pany at the 6th annual meeting
at Lansing, Feb. 22. Kenneth O.
Johnson of Freeland was re-

-
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Fred W. Ruehs 100_

FRED W. RUEHS of Caledonia
| celebrated his 100th birthday
|January 30 on the Kent county
| farm where he has resided since
1869, He is the father of three
sons and five daughters, well-
known in the Kent County Farm
Bureau. Mr. Ruehs was one of
the first members. He retired
from farming at 85,

The Ruehs family came from
Germany in 1867 when Fred was
12. They settled in Paris town-
ship, Kent county. He remembers
the day in 1869 when they moved
to a farmstead near Caledonia.
It was all trees, Their first home
was a 12- x 12-foot shack. The
next spring the roof of the shack
gave way under a heavy snow,
so they moved into a log stable
just completed.

In 187¢ Mr. Ruehs was 24. He
was married to Eliza Fischer and
began farming on his own. When
she passed away in 1939 they had
been married nearly 60 years.

Mr. Ruehs once planned to be a
teacher, but the death of his
father in 1879 changed that. In-
stead he became an outstanding
farmer. He was president of the
Caledonia Cooperative Creamery
for 22 years. :

Mr. Ruehs' sons and daughters
live in Caledonia township. They
are: Ernest W., Paul, and Walter
Ruehs; Miss Clara Ruehs, Mrs.
George Herman, Mrs. Godfrey
Waldeck, Mrs. Henrietta Peters,
and Mrs. A. P, Marutz. Mr. Fred
Ruehs and son, Paul, and daugh-
ter, Clara, make their home to-
gether,

Mich. FB Leads

The Jan. 31 membership report
of the American Farm Bureau
showed Michigan in 1st place
with 93% of the AFBF membér-
ship goal. Indiana has 84%.8%
Only 2700 memberships needed to
put Michigan in Ist place. . The
race ends March 15. Michigan has
been 1st or 2nd for the past five
years. Contact that friend who
will join when invited! f

elected vice-president. Albert A.
Brindley of West Branch was
elected to the board. Other offi-
cers re-elected are J. F. Yaeger,
East Lansing, secretary-trea-
surer; Nile L. Vermillion, DeWitt,
ass't sec’y-treas.

University |

FB Board for
Mich. State

Ward G. Hodge of Snover,
resident. of the Michigan Farm
Sureay, announced-Feb; 23 - that
the board of directors of the Farm
Bureau has unanimously express-
ed its approval of the proposal
to change the name of Michigan
State College “to a title that more
adequately expresses its service
as one of the state's leading uni-
versities.”, The directors met at
Lansing February 22, Their reso-
fution said:

“The Michigan Farm Bureau
looks with favor upon the title of
‘Michigan State University of
Agriculture and Applied Science,'
or a similar designation that em-

TV, Ann Arbor, Channel 20.

63.350 Families

|92%, West Central 86%.

March 28, 7:00 p. m.—WPAG-

Members of

T |
Farm Burean
Membership in the Michigan |
Farm Bureau for 1055 stood at |
63,350 on Feb. 23. This is 96% of |
the goal of 65,918. Twenty coun-

ties have exceeded their 1955
goals. Livingston leads with 124%

of goal, Cheboygan has 123%, |
Bay has 122%. Others over goal |
are Alcona, Alpena, Benzie, Ber-
rien, Branch, Genesee, Missaukee, i
Monroe, Monigomery, Ogemaw,
Presque Isle,

St. Joseph, Tuscola, VanBuren,
Washtenaw.
Regional standings are: East

Central 100%, Northeastern 100%,
Southwestern 98%, Southeastern
97%, Central 95%, Northwestern
County
standings Feb. 23:

1955 Members ¢, of
Goal Feb, 23 Goeal
waad 191 1,481 124
286 ans 1
1,845
2,130
263

|
1
1
1
221 1
1
1

County
Livingston
Cheboygan
Bay
Tuscola
Benzle
St. Joze
Aleona
Montmorency
Braneh .,
Monroe .
Wiashtens
Berrien .
Saginaw ..
Van Buren
Ogemaw ...
Missaykee
Genowre ..
Sanilac |,
Alpend ...
Presque Isle
Lapeer
Calhoun

1,094 1,323
b 103
208
880
427
141
513
L339
018
404
168
J07
140
5
470
Lh16
D88
ARG
405
008
797
017
403
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Kalhmnac
Gladwin
Huron ...
Mecosta ...
N'W Michigan
Arenag .
Ingham
Tonia ..
Barry
Izabella .
Ottawa ..
Macomb
Manistee
Gratlot ..
37 ©Oakland
Allegan
Kent ...
Hilladale
Jackson

]
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braces the broad and varied
functions of the institution in
East Lansing.

its appreciation of the great ser-
vice the institution is rendering
Michjgan agriculture, and urges
its

achieved be ' recognized in

title. -

“We urge the early approval by
the Michigan Legislature and
concurrence by Governor Wil-
liams of the legislation to accom-
plish the above objective. Enact-
ment at this time is particularly
appropriate as a well deserved
recognition in connection with
the Centennial Celebration of 100
years of service by Michigan
State College.

“The board of directors of the
| Michigan Farm Bureau hereby
| instructs President Ward Hodge
| to forward copy of this reselution
[to Governor Williams and to
members of the Michigan Senate
and the House of Representa-
tives,”

Grange F;r Mich.
State University

This resolution was adopted by
the Michigan State Grange Leg-
islative Committee February 23,
1955 1

“We congratulate Michigan
State College on its 100 years of
growth and service. It has de-
veloped into one of the largest
institutions of higher education
in America. Because of the
breadth and scope of its curricu-
lum of undergraduate and post-
graduate instruction and its pre-
eminent academic standing, we
urge that at the present session of
the Legislature the current status
of this great institution be appro-
priately recognized by changing
its name to the Michigan State
University of Agriculture and
Applied Science. This action
would be especially timely during
this centennial vear.”

The investor who survives is
the man who can see the differ-
ence between a chance and a sure

thing,

“This Board of Directors voices ‘ 15

that the university status it has | §

Oceana
Lenawee .
St. Clair &
Eaton
Antrim .
i Dseeola
Clinton
Chss ...
Muskegon
Charlevoix
Shiawnsse
Wayne
Ioscao ...
Mason ...

56 Midland ...
Kalkaska
Emmet
Montealm
Newaygo
Clare
Wexford
Utsego

TOTALS

—
[
1

498

82
241
868
o147
148
211

..65,918 63,350

Arenac AEA
Doing Well

Arenac County Farm Bureau
members George Tulloch of
Omer, Thomas Logan of Stand-
ish, Charles Yenior of Sterling
and Henry Ellison of Au Gres
are directors of the Arenac

Artificial Breeders Ass'n. Mr.
Logan is president. Leonard
Gulvas is secretary. 100 dairy-

men and their wives attended
the annual meeting January 11
at Standish to hear that 1954 was
the best year in seven years of
successful operation, Other mem-
bers of the board are: Charles
Dreyer and Eugene Hauser.

St. Joe Entertains

New Members

Old members of St, Joseph
County Farm Bureau entertained
new members at a dinner pro-
gram at Centreville Grange hall
the evening of Feb. 24, Stanley
Powell spoke on the Farm Bur-
eau program.

OUTSTANDING
YOUNG FARMER

You may nominate someone
for the nation’s outstanding
young farmer, age 21 to 35. Nom-
ination form may be had from
your local Junior Chamber of
Commerce or the Michigan Jun-
jor Chamber of Commerce, 123
South Grand Ave., Lansing. En-
try must be made by April 2,
Eugene R. Groh of the Michigan
Farm Bureau heads the Michigan
committee.

| program.

Saginaw, Sanilace,

1 Question

"‘Problems: Money &
How to Use It

' Proposed Bond Issue for Half Billion

Dollars Dead as the Legislature
Considers Other Methods

. STANLEY M. POWELL
Legislative Counsel of Michigan Farm Bureau

Confusion, indecision, and controversy relative to fi-
nancing a stepped-up program of highway construction
ave characterized the current session of the Michigan

I
Legislature.

The proposal to bond Michigan for a half
'billion dollars to finance such a program for highway
| purposes seems to be dead, at least for this year.

The action taken by the Michigan Farm Bureau board

| of directors, reported in the February issue of the Michi-

gan Farm News, may have had considerable to do with

this situation.

You will recall that the MFB directors

adopted a comprehensive statement explaining why they
opposed the bond issue and favored a "pay-as-you-go"

Other substantial groups have since taken a
| similar position and these arguments seem to make sense

with the majority of the lawmakers.

Questions which face the lawmakers relative to the
highway finance snarl are: How much additional revenue
is necded? How is it to be raised? How will it be divided
up among the three road building authorities, that is, the
State Highway Department, the County Road Commis-
sions, and the cities and villages? Ideas as to the amount
of increase in the motor fuel tax rate vary from Vac to 2¢

per gallon.

It is frequently suggested that the weight

tax rate on commercial vehicles should be raised 25/ .

Some feel that all of the new
revenue should be devoted to the
expansion of Michigan's system of

; | interstate and arterial trunk lines.

Another proposal would turn

s | over 75% of the new revenue to

the State Highway  Department

tand allow only 26% te be divided

between the counties, cities, and
villages. Others urge that the
new revenue be allocated the
same as existing weight and gas
tax income, that is 44% to the
State Highway Department, 37%
to the counties, and 19% to the
cities and villages.

You may recall that the Mich-
igan Farm Bureau position is that
“in any such augmented highway
program, equitable consideration
should be given to all types of
roads, including state trunk
lines, county primary roads,
county local roads and municipal
streets, not merely super high-
ways, as some interests are now
currently advocating.”

The plan receiving the most
favorable consideration, especial-
ly in the House, would provide
for an increase of 1% cents per
gallon in the gas tax rate and a
boost of 25% in the weight tax
on commercial vehicles. This is
an adaption of the original House
Bill 65 introduced by Rep. Emil
Petz and 29 other members of the
House.

The new revenue would be
distributed on the basis of the
present formula, that is 44%“to
the State Highway Department,
37% to the counties, and 19% to
the cities and villages, with the
provision that the amount of
money going to the state might
be used to finance revenue bonds,
This feature is being considered
at the insistence of Governor
Williams who feels that the
“pay-as-you-go” plan gets resulis
too slowly. In its present form it
carries a referendum.

Feb. 24 this bill passed the
House 92 to 0, and was given
immediate effect. It now goes to
the Senate where it must be five
days before being acted upon.

Schools. Despite the reluctance
of the members of the legislature
to add to Michigan's bonded debt,
the Senators have now approved
the proposal to bond the state for
$100,000,000 to provide a fund to
assist especially needy school dis-
tricts with construction of addi-
tional facilities, One day it fell 2
votes short of the needed number
of affirmative votes but on the
following day it was reconsidered
and approved with 2 votes to
spare. This is Senate Joint Reso-
lution “D" and is in the form of a
Constitional Amendment. If it
receives the necessary 2/3 major-
ity in,the House and if this ac-
tion is taken soon emough, the
proposal will be submitted to the
voters at the April 4 election.

During the month and a hald
since the lawmakers came to
Lansing, progress has been rather
slower than usual. thig is writ-
ten 325 bills and 24 proposed

Constitutional Amendments have
been introduced but most of these
neasures are still pending in the
committees to which they have
been referred.

MFB Legislative Committee,
Members of the legislalive com-
mittee of the Michigan Farm
Bureau and staff members are
keeping close watch on the mea-
sures being introduced and the
progress being made concerning
pending legislation, The MFB
legislative committee was in ses-
sion at the Lansing headquarters
February 22 and carefully re-
viewed a large number of bills
and constitutional amendments,
They examined each proposal
from the standpoint of whether
or not it is in line with, or an-
tagonistic to, any official position
of the state organization. They
also tried to analyze what its
effect might be on farm families
if it were enacted.

The Michigan Farm Bureau
board of directors has taken
unanimous action endorsing the
provisions of H-156 which would
change the name of the Michigan
State College of Agriculture and
Applied Science to the Michigan
State University of Agriculture
and Applied Science. The full
text of their resolution, giving
the reasons for this timely ac-
tion, appears elsewhere in this
issue of the Michigan Farm News.,

Dairy Proposals, The legislative
committee of the Michigan Dairy
Farmers Federation and George
S. Mclntyre, director of the
Michigan Department of Agricul-
lure, met with the MFB legisla-
tive committee February 22 o
discuss several pending legisla-
tive measures relative to the
dairy industry, These include a
bill te raise the minimum butter-
fat content of various types of
ice cream and to cut down the
amount of air which can legally
be contained in ice cream and a
rather far-reaching proposal to
amend the law passed one year
ago legalizing, for Michigan, the
use of bulk milk dispensers, This
bill would place in the statute
many provisions which are now
embodied in departmental regu-
lations. It would require that 10-
ounce glasses be used in serving
milk from dispensers, The pres-
ent’ law specifies that not less
than 8 ounces of milk shall be
served, and the glass must be of
not less than 9-ounce eapacity.
The new proposal would also pro-
vide for a $5 license for each dis-
pensing machine,

Members of the MFB legisla-
tive committee didn't seem very
favorably impressed with some of
these suggestions and gave the
visiting dairymen no assurance
as to just what their final posi-
tion would be, Tentative agree-
ment was redached that the pres-
ent provision of the law which
requires that “all such bulk milk
dispensers, except in hospitals,
licensed child welfare agencies,
and public and private schools,
shall be operated in the same
room where the milk is served to

(Continued on page 4)
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it? Maybe you will ask what is
it? 1 think that “Farm Bureau
Spirit,” means a sense of “doing
right"—working for community
betterment, cooperating with |
friends and neighbors not for in- |
dividual gains necessarily,

i

Coordinator of Community

- Community Farm
Bureaus

CLARE L. McGHAN

L

Farm Bureaus for MFB

Dear Community Farm Bureau Memers:

As you see, there is a new person writing this column this month.

I am sure that we will all miss Wesley Hawley, but we want to wish
him well in his new activities in the Northern .Peninsula organizing
County Farm Bureaus up there.

I am going to try and carry on the work of Community Group Pro-

* motion that Mr. Hawley so ably started.
job the same enthusiasm and Farm Bureau spirit that he had.

mutual gains, enthusiasm for

Farm Bureau, the work it is do- |

ing, and the place in society it
exemplifies,
If you'd like your group to

have this “Spirit,” I'd like to sug-

but | gest some ways in which you can

Want a higher yield of
better quality potatoes in 19557

Then plan now to plant Michig
Certified Secd Potaroes because . .

an

Sesd Potatoes certified by the MICH-
IGAN CROP IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
premise consistently better yields of de-

pendable, high quality potatoes .

. . thry

murked reduction of seed borne diseases,

For sources of Michigan Cortified Seed Potatoes

write:

MICHIGAN CROP IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

Michigan Stote College
Eost Lansing, Mich.
OR
your County Agricultural Agent

Varieties available

Russet Rural = Seboge *
Kotehdin * Chippewa =
White Rural * Sequoio
* Green Mountain * Pon-
tiat * Cherokee * Irith
Cobbler * Russed Burbank

MICHIGAN CROP

IMPROVE

MENT ASSOCIATION

MICHIGAN; STATE COLLEGE

EAST L

ANSING, MICHIGAN

We hope to carry into the

Speaking of “Farm Bureau Spirit,” does your community group have

| build it:

[ 1. Sing in your group meeting,
|"'I‘hu American Farm Bureau
| Spirit.”
|
| 2. Have some recreation.
| '

3. Start your meetings on time
and end on time.

4. Have at least one worthwhile |

| project.

5. Go home from each meeting
with a sense of well being and
| accomplishment.

| In the near future we hope to|
get around the state and get to
| know more of you and to renew
pequaintances, In the meantime
| if your group is doing an out-
standing community service, let
me hear from you and we'll see |
that your group is mentioned in |
this column. Who wiil be first? |
By the records we see thall
quite a number of new groups
have been organized this month
and that more are being organiz- |
ed. We want to welcome these
groups into the Farm Bureau
family and hope that the mem-
bers participating in them may
| have a rich eXperience in helping
| ta make your ‘Farm Bureau a
bigger and!better organization.

|

[ Our hat is off to the following
|six counties, swho, according fo
our records, have organized the
most new Community Farm Bu-
reaus so far this year:

] In first place is Berrien coun-
| ty with eight new groups.

| Second Ottawa county with
| five new groups. Tied for third
| with four new groups each are
| Eaton, Macomb, Missaukee, and
iMunrnr_- counties, What three

counties will be listed here next
. month?

1STAR AWARDS FOR JANUARY

| Gold
| Berrien county, Niles Com-
| munity Farm Bureau, Mrs. Edna
| D. Sweeney, secretary.

| Washtenaw county, Saline Val-
ley Community Farm Bureau,
Mrs. Martha Zahn, secretary,

| A ftotal of 1418 Community
Groups have been reported to the
| state office. Of this total, 69 are
newly-organized groups.

“Michigan’s Problems of Water
Rights and Resources” is the Dis-
cussion Topic for March.

Auction Sales

$10,614,641

The Southwest Michigan Live-
stock Co-operative, Ine. auction
sales at Battle Creek sold a total
of -$10,614,641 worth of livestock
for 23,183 farmers in 1954, ac-
cording to reports given at the
annual meeting January 28.

The Cooperative conducts a
livestock auction sale each Wed-
nesday, starting at noon. The
business also operates every day
for market sales of cattle, calves,
hogs, and sheep. About a third
of the business is in the daily
market sales. Last year, for ex-
ample, 43,641 hogs were sold at
auction and 80,133. on the daily
market.

During 1954 sales at Battle
Creek were: cattle 28.452; calves
11,127; hogs 123,774, sheep 31,035.

Three directors were elected:
Foster Oswalt of Vicksburg, L. C.
Ford of Bloomingdale, H. C.
Gleason of Three Rivers.

The board of directors elected
these officers: President, Russell
Hazel of Richland; vice-president,
John Converse of Union City;
secretary-treasurer, Webb Line-
baugh of Lyons; ass’t secy-treas,,

Fast blanketing

It's good for the

Florida Folders

We have some new Florida Folders.
It was Marthy who answered the ad,
(""The Woman.” quoth Adam, “She made me")
And reading is driving me mad.

The lure they so artfully carry
(Discounted some fifty per cent)

Tugs hard at my indolent nature;
Bends further my natural bent,

The Sirens so cutely depicted
Are out of my class, it would seem.
But sea shells and sunburn are blameless,
And even Old Hiram can dream.

“Come, fish in the teeming brown waters,”
The Chambers of Commerce suggest.

“Come, share our hospitable climate.”
Now just who are we, to protest?

As I look at the snow through the window,

Fond memory urges within me,
“Oh pack up your stuff and be gone.

“Be gone from that bone-chilling Winter
That lingers so long into Spring.

Go soak up a few weeks of sunshine
Way down where the mocking birds sing.

“Relaxing restores the ambition

.

garden and lawn

Women Have

'Programs in

63 Counties
District 1

Mrs. Byron Eley, Chairman
Constantine

The Women’s Committee
Distriet 1 has been busy the
past month making up their new
programs for the coming year.

| The programs are quite varied

and they .propose an interesting
and busy year for Farm Bureau
Women,

One of the rirst events of the
early spring for District 1 wom-
en is the two-day camp at St.
Mary's Lake, near Battle Creek
March 8 and 9. For several

: I

blood pressure, tco.” |

So whispers the tempter within me
Till I am convinced it is frue. l

Till I yearn for the sun and the ocean |
And the gentle waves lapping the beach;

Where the moon looks a few sizes bigger
‘And the stars dangle just out of reach.

R. S. Clark
315 North Grinnell Sireet |
Jackson, Michigan

Centr. Mich. Live

'Stock Ann’l M't’g |

The Central M:ctiigan Livestock |
Yards Cooperatives, Inc., auction
sales at St. Louis sold a total of
$4,384,026 worth of livestock far‘
15,593 farmers in 1954, according
to reports given at the annual|
meeting at St. Louis, Januar! 27. |

The Cooperative conducis a
livestock auction sale each Mon- |
day starting at 12 noon. During
the week there is a daily market
for cattle, calves, hogs and sheen.

B. P. Pattison of East Lansing.

During 1954 sales at St. Louis
were: | cattle 16,856, calves 6630,
hogs 33,100, sheep 16,682, |

Ray Montague has been em-
ployed to assist in the manage-
ment, |

Three directors were elected:
John Murphy of Mt. Pleasant, Fay |
Kennecott of St. Charles, Maurice
Gove of St. Johns. |

The board of directors elected
these officers: President, Lester‘
Allen of Ithaca; vice-president,
Maurice Gove, St. Johns; secre-
tary-treasurer, B. P. Pattison of
East Lansing,

—_—

'CLASSIFIED ADS

Classified advertisements are cash with order at the following
rates: 10 cents per word for one edition. Ads to appear in two
or more editions take the rate of 8 cents per word idition.
These rates based on guarantee of 60,000 or more subscribers.
They are members of the Michigan Farm Bureau,

— —
— —

LIVESTOCK 4

WHITE LEGHORNS

MILKING SHORTHORNS — Buy
your next sire from Michigan's Prem-
ier Herd. Bull cwlves and yearlings.
Also females. We are headquarters
for registered Shropshire Sheep. Btan-
ley M. Powell, Ingleside Farm, lonia
R-1, Michigan., (1-tr-29h)

SALESMEN WANTED

MAKE $75 AND UP every week, Full
or part time. Take orders for Amer-
jca's largest selling, nationally ndver-
tised LIQUID FERTILIZER. Bold with
Money-Back Guarantee. No invest-
ment, Write “Na-Churs,” 437 Monroe
8t., Marion, Ohlo. (10-6t-33b)

FOR SALE

PINKING SHEARS—~Only $1.95 post-
pald. Chromium  plated, preecision
made. Manufacturer's Christmas over-
stock. Guaranteed $7.95 value or money
refunded. Order by mall. Lincoln Sur-
plus Sales, 1704 est Farwell Ave.,
Chicago 26, Illinols. (10-11-30h)

FOR SALFE—Clover hay, wire tied.)
7% miles east of Jackson, 9673 Ann
Arbor Road, J. W. Knight, Grass Lake,
Michigan. (2-2t-18p)

B-Z-WAY Family Budget Book. A
complete and simplified systéem when
properly kept. It has 52 weekly record
accounting sheetg In the book. Each
sheet represents one week and it has
nne sheet to account for bills you: pay
by the mionth, Money-back guaranteed,
£1.00 postpaid, Send to BE-Z-Way Fam-
ity Budget, Box 24, Decatur, I\Ii(;hlu.u;n.

(Z-2t-62h)

WOMEN
FREE—"Ideas for Sewing with
Cotton Bags'" — a new 24-page lllus-

trated book of suggestions for making?
attractive clothing, houszehold fcces-
sories, gifts, and toys from thrifty,
c¢olorful Cotton Bags. Bimpllcity fash-
fons for your Cotton Bag sewing. Send
posteard today to  Natlonal Cotton
Council, Box 76, Memphis, Tennessee,

(3=-9t-50b)

WANTED—FARM WORK

WANTED—Waork as farm m ge
on =aliary basis or on third basls, On
present farm  management job [five
vears, Available after March 1. General
farm -and dairy experience. Age 28,
married, eight children. Emerson
Bowlsby, Au Gres, Michigan. (3-1t-n)

WANTED—General farm work by
year by marprled man, 40, Has son 11,
Experlence Includes 13 years on dairy
farm, with gsome dairy farm milk plant
experience, Richard, Harrington, 2305
West Boulevard Street, Mich-
igan, (3-1t=n})

WANTED—Work on frult farm by
vear by man, 51. Four children 17-15-
11-10. Experlence includes five years
with orchard company, pruning, spray-
Ing, picking and packing., Willard
Gould, 2306 West Boulevard Street,
Holt, Michigan, (3-1t-n)

Holt,

WANTED TO BUY

BOOKS on town, country or state—
Michigan, No  text books, Write
Rouse's Bookhouse, Eaton Raplds, 2.2,
Michigan, (3-20-1Tp)

WATCHES WANTED. Any condl-
tion. Also broken jewelry, spectacles,
dental gold, diamonds, sllver. Cash
sent promptly. . Mall articles. Satis-
faction guaranteed., Lowe's, HHolland
Bullding, 8t. Louls 1, Mlissourl.

13-2¢-24b)

FOR SALE

FOR SALE—Cedar posts and poles,
Three miles south, elght miles west
aof Clare, Clare county, Pete Bergmun,

TOWNLINE White Leghorns bred to
fulfill your complete needs for repiace-
ment and production. 41st Year, 28
years ROP and Progeny Testing Pro-
gram under Michigan ROP. Fully
ritted for the job of making money fur
you. Bred for High Production, Ex-
cellent Egg Quality, Good Body Size,
High Laying House Livability, Thws
yeur get your Leghorn Chicks direct
from tha Breeder, Straln Cross No. 30,
U. 8. R. O. P. White Rocks., Michlgan
IJ. ' 8. Approvew. — Pullorum  Clean,
Free Catalog explains ful,, the story
of TownHne Chicks.—Write Today!
TOWNLINE POULTRY FARM, Hox
66-F, Zeeland, Michigan. (11-tit-88b)

INTRODUCING "EGG-NICK" LEG-
HORNS., The answer to poultry pro-
fits in today's competitive market. In-
vestigate now. Janssen Farms, Box
MF-1580, Zeeland, Michigan. (2-2t-21b)

BABY CHICKS

SENSATIONAL VALUE! Assarted
Heavy Chicks, $5.90—100 postpald!
Positively no Leghorns! Na Cripples!
No Culls! Our cholce of pullets, cock-
erels, or unsexed, Live Delivery! Send
check or money order. We puy postage,
Brokers, Shipped from nearest hatch-
ery. In business over 25 years, Atlas
Chick Oo., 2631 Chouteau, C-56, 8t.
Louls 3, Missourl (2-2t-50b)

BROWNE'S SUPER-BRED Par-
menter Straln  Rhode  Isiand Reds.
Babeotk World Record Straln of White
Leghorns.  Holtzapple White Rocks.
7, 8. Approved, U. S. Pullorum and
Typhold Clean. Browne's Hatchery,
Coopersville, Michigan, (2-2t-62p)

WHITE ROCKS

POULTRYMEN! Win $1,000 In $3,000
Cash Prize Demonstration on Holtz-
apple White Rocks. Detalls Free, Jans-
gon  Farms, Box MF-200, Zeeland,
Michigan, (2-2t-23b)

TURKEY POULTS

JANSSEN TURKEYS are REALLY
BROADBREASTED! Mature faster on
lesg food. Bigger profits, Literature
free, y Janssren Farms, Box MPF-160,
Zeeland, Michlgan, (2-2t-20b)

POULTRY EQUIPMENT

POULTRY FEEDERS, Automatic
Chaln Type. Chick Brooders. Egg
Washers, Literature free. Write. Ot-
tawa-Hiteh, Box 321, Holland, Mich-
lgan. (2-2tp)

MAPLE SYRUP SUPPLIES

KING EVAPORATORS for all sizes
of gugar bushes. Also all repair parts,
Write for pricea and lterature. Order

early. Be sure, Be ready for spring
syrup making. Sugar Bush Supplies
Company, PN Box 1107, Lansing 4,

Michigan. (M-43 at 4109 West Sasinaw
strect, just west of Lansing and Wev-
erly goll couree.) (1-tf-32b)

BARN EQUIPMENT

GUTTER-PLOW Barn Cleaner, 4-
Plow self reversing. Low cost, easily
fnstalled, Literatnre. Write, Ottawa-
Hitch, Box 2321, Holland, Michigan,

2-2tp)

MILK HOUSE EQUIPMENT

ZERO T-20 MILK TANKS. No-lft,
suetion loading from palle. Litersture

free. Write, Ottawa-Hitch, Box 321,
HallanA. Michizan. 2-3p)
FLORIDA

FLORIDA INVITES YOU to met the
facts on Florlda farming, Send today
for free {llustrated booklet that gives
mfarmation on every type of farming
in Florida. Tiscover Florida’s extra
advintages — Jone growinege seaxons,
multiple cron production, diversifiona-

Coleman, Michigan, Phone 2065,
(3-2t-28p)

AGENTS WANTED

RUN A SPARE-TIME Greeting Cayl
and Gift Shop at home. Show friends
samples of our new 1955 All-Oceasion
Greeting Cards and Gifts. Take thelr
orders and earn up to 100% iprofit, No
experience necessary. Costs nothing

to try. Write today for "samples on
approval. Regal Greetings, Dept. 170,
Ferndale, Michigan, (3-1t-52h)

tion. expanding local markets. Florlda
necds experienced farmers with ade-
miate canital—troek farmers, dadry-
men, ponitrymen, livestock raisers,
purserymen. Enloy bapnier livines in
Floridi's recrentional c¢limate, Plan
a Florida sightseesing wvacation soon.
Visgit famous attractions and farm
nreas,  Meanwhile, send for Florida
Farming Booklet and we'll inclode
vacation folder with color plétures of
25 Florlda geenes, Write State of Flor-

years, Districts 1 and 2 have held
camp together for a bit of recrear
tion, relaxation and information
on various subjects. We women
might say,—a chance to get away
from the dishpan, get a new
lease on life, or just rest up a
bit before that job of spring
housecleaning starts.

This year we are also locking
forward to meeting with two
other distriets. Districts 3 and 5
are joinigg us at camp, The Camp
Committee has made plans for a
very interesting progam, Re-
servations are to be sent in at
once to Mrs. Ray E. Brant, Belle-

vue R. 1. Camp fee is $7.75 for
the two days. Bedding is fur-
nished.

These counties make up Dis-
trict 1: Berrien, Cass, Kalamazco,
Van Buren, and St. Joseph. These
are the women who have been
elected to serve their respective
counties for this year:

Berrien: Mrs. John Walters,
Coloma R-l, chairman; Mrs. Wil-
liam Anderson, Coloma R-2, 1st-
vice chairman; Mrs. James Wire,
2nd-vice chairman; Mrs. Chester
Warseo, Bérrien Springs, secre-
tary.

-

Cass: Mrs. Norman Harvey,
Jones, chairman; Mrs. William
Harris, Cassopolis R-3, Ist-vice
chairman; Mrs. Berle Blanchard,
Marcellus R-3, 2nd-vice chair-
man; and Mrs. Frank Benedict,
Cassopolis R-1, secretary.

Kalamazoo: Mrs. Howard Cor-
bus, Kalamazoo R-7, chairman;,
Mrs. Edward Ballinger, School-
craft R-1, 1st-vice chairman;
Mrs. Lawrence Rhoda, School-
craft R-1, 2nd-vice chairman;
and Mrs. Muir Osborn, Scotts
R-1, secretary.

Van Buren: Mrs. James C.
Burns, Paw Paw R-3, chairman;
Mrs. Carl Buskirk, Paw Paw
R-2, 1st-vice chairman; Mrs. Wii-
liam Wood, Hartford R-1, secre-
tary.

St. Joseph: Mrs. Donald Pierce,
Constantine R-1, chairman; Mrs.
Ernest Fairchild, Constantine
R-1, 1st-vice chairman; Mrs
Three Rivers,

Mary Guthrie,

in;
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ond-vice chairman; Mrs. Richard
Hagelgans, Centreville R-1, sec-
retary.

This year the Women's Com-
mittees are striving to have bet-
ter attendance records sent in to
the state, also trying to improve
over their 1954 records.

At the State Institute we
decided to make an award to the
county having the greatest im-
provement over their last year's
attendance record. This will be
done at the Institute in January
1856. I am sure we in District
1 can improve over last year's
records. The help of every Farm
Bureau member is needed to
make the best better.

District z

Mrs, Sherman Richards, Chairman
Fenton R-2

District 3 eonsists of six coun-
ties: Livingston, Oakland, Mon-
roe, Macomb, Washtenaw, and
Wayne. They participate in all
State projects, and go along with
the state program. They espe-
cially like this year’'s program,
inasmuch, as there is a greater
number of projects to select from
to suit their particular needs 'in
their respective counties.

Districts 3 and 5 have held
joint camp for the past several
years at Waldenwoods in Hart-
land. 'This, spring March 8-9,
we shall jéin with Districts 2
and 4 and will enjoy camp to-
gether at St. Mary’s Lake, Battle
Creek, thus enabling us to ex-
pand our program.

Livingston county's chairman
of the Women's committee is Mrs.
Henry Roggenkamp, of Fenton,
This year for the first time they
had a Rural Mothers' March in
the polio drive. This has never
been done in the county before,
and the women did an excellent
job! They also did something
rather unique at Christmas time.
Instead of exchanging gifts they
adorned a Christmas tree with
silver donations which went to
the polio fund.

Oakland county has for its
chairman, Mrs. Fred Upecraft of
Holly. The Oakland County
Farm Butreau Women's Commit-
tee have established the “Laura
Jean Stover Loan Fund” at the
Mt. Carmel Hospital in Detroit.
This fund is a memorial to Laura
Jean Stover, daughter of Mrs.
Dewey Stover, vice chairman
of District 3 and a member of
the Oakland County Women's
Committee.

- "Miss Stover, a graduate of Mt.
Carmel Hospital, died in the ser-
vice of her country in Germany,
July 1954,

This is a revolving fund and
the recipient will pay the money
bidck as soon after graduation as
possible, so that other students
may be helped through school
in the same way.

Monroe county’s chairman is
Mrs. Lawrence Koppelman of
Ottawa Lake. The ladies in this
county really outdid themselves
at a food concession booth at
their county' fair last August.

Fair time will soon be heére again

Activities of Farm Bureau
Women’s Committees

and I thought that you migh®
like their idea. Hot dogs, Sloppy
Joes, spudnuts, candy, -coffee,
pop, were served and there was
a dispenser for serving popcorit
and cigarettes. $1,628.78 was
taken in, with a profit of $494.16.

Macomb couniy is headed by
Mrs. Allen Penzien of Romeo,
R-2. The Macomb ladies have
nhad a dress project for several
years, This year they gave
forty dresses to the Goodfellows
to. be distributed with their
Christmas baskets. They con-
tributed $109.43 to the Cancer
Society, $100 to the polio fund,
along with their many other pro-

| jects.

Washtenaw county ladies meet
under the leadership of Mrs.
Leonard Engel of Ypsilanti. The
county is divided into six seec-
tions, each headed by an area
chairman. These chairmen malke
up the executive board of the
County women's committee.

Most of their meetings are all
day. The mornings are spent in
rolling cotton balls and wrapping
bandages for the University of
Michigan hospital.

Wayne county under the lead-
ership of their chairman, Miss
Henrietta Burch of Plymouth,
R-1, has set up tentative plans
for their first rural-urban meet-
ing. The theme of the meeting to
emphasize the mutual interests
of both groups.

Wayne FB women served the
lunch for the Wayne County
Extension Service “Little Far-
mers Week” in January. This
was a two-day program of ed-
ucational meetings for farmers,
and the ladies were =specially
happy to be of service to this
program,

District 7

Mrs. Dale Root, Chairman
Barryton R-1

Mason county, The highlight
of our February meeting was a
review by Mrs. Floyd Wood of
Custer of her experiences when
she, with her husband, attended
a part-of 36th annual American
Farm Bureau convention in New
York, December 14-16 and also
portions of the 20th annual meet-
ing of the American Farm Bur-
eau Women's Committee in ses-
sion at that time. She told of
the tour to the United Nations
and other places of interest

Oceana county. The Oceana
county women's committee held
their February meeting at the
Fox Hall in Shelby. Twenty-
four women came in spite of 6
inches of wet snow and more
falling, to see the Associated
Country Women of the World
slides shown by Mrs. Peacock
and the numerous articles from
foreign countries displayed by
the members. There were art-
icles from Austria, Greece, Nor-

way, Burma, Japan, Korea,
Sweden, England, Sicily and
Africa.

(Continued on page 4)
.

The intelligent man never has
'to call attention to the fact.

Reheating Frozen Foods

idn, 6485-A, Commission Bullding, Tal-
lahassee, Florida. (3&5-100b)

Precooked frozen foods can bé reheated either
in the oven or on top of the range. Oven thaw-
ing usually gives a better texture although
reheating with a double boiler is faster. Gener-
ally, it is better to reheat frozen cooked main
dishes without first thawing. But only oven-
proof containers can safely be taken from the
freezer and put directly into theoven. Michigan
State College home economists caution thatonce
food is thawed, it should be used immediately.
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*  Underground Fuel Storage Saves Money

=1 You’ll save money by putting your tractor fuel

. storage underground. Michigan State College

. agricultural engineers point out that under-
ground storage reduces evaporation. This will
mean that your gasoline will remain more vola-

. tile and your tractor will start quicker, Besides,

. fuel stored underground will develop less gum.

Sy And gum causes sticky valves and laequer

deposits on pistons and rings. Thus you will
also save money in maintenance expenses in

. the long run,
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+ Miss the Kids?

. Perhaps they're at college or off visiting rela-

= tives or working out of town. Let a Long

P Distance call “bring them home” in a very
few moments, The sound of their voices in a

- friendly telephone visit is almost like chatting

- with them in person. Why nét call today and

- often? Long Distance rates you'll find are sur-
prigingly low. That's especially true if you call

i nights after 6 P.M. or any time on Sunday.

-

MICHIGAN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY
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'WHEN IS A STEER LIKE A “WHITE ELEPHANT"?

.. . when his selling price won’t return to you his cost
of production. Declining demand and falling markets
have been known to turn a lot of steers into “white
elephants.”

It is our job to provide the best market we can for
this beef on the hoof. This helps to assure fair returns
to livestock producers and a steady, dependable sup-
ply of meat to consumers.

Getting consumers to want more meat more often is

our common interest.

And that’s an important objective of Swift & Com-
pany especially during 1955, our Centennial year.
We’re putting the biggest promotion in our history

behind the idea of getting more people to want more

meat. . .

During our Centennial, we’re sending out stagé
shows, movies, and a wide variety of special promo-
tions to get people to buy meat. We're putting on meat
Cooking Schools throughout the country, throughout
the year. We'll be selling meat—your cattle and hogs
and lambs.

You’ll see plenty of evidence of this in your home
territory. (Maybe your family will want to buy more!)
Most important, you’ll benefit from this stepped up
meat selling program,

This extra sales drive is just plain good business—

for us and for you. We can’t think of a better way to
celebrate an anniversary. We hope this will be a good
year for all of us.

Agricultural Research Department
SWIFT & COMPANY » UNION STOCK YARDS « CHICAGO

CENTENNIAL

Just 100 years ago G. F. Swift bought a heifer, dressed it and sold the meat
—starting the business that is now Swift & Compony. 1955, our Centennial
year, symbolizes the progress and experience of a century of operation. More
important, it emphasizes how Swift is looking ahead to serve farmers and
ranchers even better during the second hundred years.

b 2
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Farm Bureau to Organize in Upper Peninsu

la

Work Will Start
In Delta County

In the Course of Time, Michigan Farm
Bureau May Expect to Have as Members
7,000 Farm Families in U. P.

This month the Michigan Farm Bureau will take the
first step in establishing County Farm Bureaus in the
upper peninsula. Work will begin on March 10 when
Wesley Hawley establishes headquarters at Escanaba in
Delta county. Present plans call for the Delta County
Farm Bureau to be organized and incorporated by
November 1955. Organization of a County Farm
Bureau in Menominee county will follow early in 1956.

The selection of Mr. Hawley as Coordinator of Farm
Bureau in the Upper Peninsula places the work in the
hands of a veteran organi-
zer. Over a twenty years’
period of Farm Bureau em-
ployment, Mr. Hawley has
had a key role in the organi-
zation of 22 lower penin-
sula counties. During this
time, he has served first as
District Membership Repre-
sentative, later as Coordi-
nator of Membership Ac-
quisition, and for the past
two years has been Coordi-
nator of Community Farm
Bureau Activities.

WESLEY S. HAWLEY
For several years, Farm Bureau has received inquiries
concerning the possibility of extending the organization
to the upper peninsula. Last year a study was conducted
to determine the feasibility of such a move. It was
learned that Farm Bureau potential for membership in
the upper peninsula is approximately 7,000 families. In
1953, there were $31,000,000 worth of agricultural
products sold in that area. Present indications are that
improved transportation methods have caused agricul-
tural activities to increase over the past few years.
Farm Bureau in the upper peninsula will give the
Michigan Farm Bureau members a stronger legislative
voice. At the same time it will extend the organization's
benefits, so widely used and appreciated by lower penin-
sula farm families, to our neighbors across the Straits.
This is truly another forward step in Farm Bureau's dis-
tinguished record of service to the Michigan farmer.

Beginning March 10, this will be the address for the
new upper peninsula office: Michigan Farm Bureau,
Wesley S. Hawley, Coordinator, 1806 Ludington Ave.,
Escanaba, Michigan.

Member Service Div.
Promotes Two

T T | PRt e o ot s

e 1)

CLARE McGHAN joined the| pogpR FOERCH joined the
MFB Member Service Division|ygm Member Service Division
at Lansing Feb. 14 as Cm.-rdmatffl staff at Lansing March.1 in the
of _Cc_r‘mmumt_\r ‘l-m:m‘ Bureau newly-created position of Co-
Activities and Coordinator of| o qina40n of Insurance Relations.
Junior Farm Bureau Activities, This position was created to

In his new position, Mr. Mc-l develop among Farm Bureau
Ghan will be responsible for lhe‘members a greater awareness
promotion of new Community and a better unerstanding of the
Farm Bureaus along with a pro-| Farm Bureau Insurance program.
gram of development and main- As such, the new program will
tenance of the present 1,410 Com- | parallel the work of the Farm
munity Farm Bureaus. He will | Supply Committees with Farm
also have the responsibility for | Bureau Services and Farmers
the development of youth lead-| Petroléum Cooperative., Mr.
ers in the Junior Farm Bureau.| Foerech will work directly with
He will supervise the work of |the newly created County Insur-
Junior FB Field Representative, | ance Committees.

Richard Root, in this area.

Born at Charlevoix, Mr. Mec-,
Ghan has his schooling there and
at Michigan State College. Fol-
lowing this, he spent three years
in the Army, He has been a Farm
Bureau employee for eight years.
During thal time, he served as
Regional Membership Represen-
tative in Northeastern, North-

western, and Southwestern Re-
gions,

Born and educated at Lansing,
Mr, Foerch has been a Farm
Bureau employee since 1941 —ex-
cept for the three years in the
Navy. He started with Farm
Bureau Services at Traverse City,
was Ass't Manager at Chesaning
apd Manager at Bancroft. He be-
came County Organization Di-
rector in Eaton county and was
a Regional Membership Repre-
sentative in the Northwestern
Region for the past five years.

Buy Farm Bureau Seeds.

Buy Farm Bureau Feed.

New Regional Representatives

RAYMOND DeWITT became
Regional Membership Represen-
tative for the Central Region |,
January 17. This includes Clin~
ton, Baton, Genesee, Ingham,
fonia, Livingston and Shiawassee
counties.

Myr. DeWitt has been a dairy

and fruit farmer in Berrien coun-
ty. His Farm Bureau record in-
cludes service as president a_nd
Roll Call manager for Berrien
County Farm Bureau, _and vice-
president of the Michigan jun-
ior Farm Bureau.

CLARENCE KING became
Regional Membership Represen-
tative for the Southwestern Re-
gion February 14. This area in- |
cludes Allegan, Barry, Ben-ien,|
Cass, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph and
Van Buren counties,

Mr, King has been farming in
Washtenaw county for 13 years.
He has gerved Washtenaw Coun-

| March
| Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Kal-

Highway Program
No. 1 Question

(Continued from Page 1)
the publie,” is not justifiable and
should be ehanged. It was pointed
out that some large restaurants
and many hotels have several
rooms where meals are served.
Often these are adjoining rooms
but under the law, an eating
establishment would need a sep?
arate dispenser for each room, It
was agreed that if the dispehser
were located in one of the rooms
where milk is served, that should
be satisfactory.

MFB Program. Some progress
is being made in connection with
legislation , recommended by the
Farm Bureau delegates last No-
vember. The Senate passed and
sent to the House S-1048 which
would repeal the present chain
'store tax. This is in line with a
Farm Bureau recommendation.
The House approved H-16 which
is designated to safeguard the
interests of dairy farmers with
reference to payment for their
milk and cream.

Lengthy measures to codify the
Michigan school laws and drain-
age laws have been prepared and
are receiving consideration,

FB Mutual Pays

WARD COOPER became Re-
gional Membership Representa-
tive for the Northwestern Region
1. This area includes

kaska, Manistee, Missaukee,
Northwest Michigan, and Wex-
ford counties.

Mr. Cooper was acting post-
master at McBain. He served
as a veterans instructor at Cadil-
lac high school. In Farm Bureau

Glad | Live
In Michigan

(Continued from Page 8)
upon how the people of the com-
munity make their living.

May 20 — Friday, Our Heritage
Day—A pgrateful look backward
over the history of Michigan and
its several regions and an ap-
praisal of the traditions, culture
and resources that stand today
as the heritage of this and future
generations,

May 21 — Saturday, New Fron-

tiers Day—A vigorous loock for-

ward into the promise and op-

portunities of the years ahead,
-

The real rainy days of life are
those which come in old age when
nothing was laid up for the future.

In 1855

When MSC was established in
1855, 87 per cent of Michigan's
labor force was in agriculture.
Now the figure’is less than 12
per cent.

KILL Power Failue

WITH YOUR TRACTOR

Why wait for a power
B failure. Protect your farm
I} and family NOW with this
low cost stand-by gem-
erator.  Operates,
tractor or gas engine,
complete with approved

safety switch,

IT PAYS
TO CONSULT
A Professional

ty Farm Bureau as its president | he has been a Community Group

and as Roll Call mahager. He has | discussion leader and _chairman
been a director of the Washtenaw | of the County Community Group

$24,429.20 Interest

The Farm Bureau Mutual In-

Farmers Oil Cooperative.

surance Company in January

| committee.
paid $24,429.20 interest at the rate

Activities of Farm

Bureau Women
(Continued from Page 2)

District 9

Evelyn Heim, Chairman
Traverse City R-4

There is something about the
beginning of a new year that
encourages one to evaluate _the
accomplishments of the year just
past and then to plan te go for-
ward to higher goals. This is
the pattern of all counties in
District 9.

Mrs.

Benzie county’s chairman is
Mrs. L. Nugent of Frankfort.
Benzie County Farm Bureau
Women sponsored a Polio Bene-
fit Party January 15th at the
Crystal Lake township hall. It
was very well attended by mem-
bers and non-members and net-
ted $120 for the polio fund. A
turkey was donated by one of
our Farm Bureau members, two
cakes were sold and the enter-
tainment was square and round
dancing and card playing. Coun-
ty FB Women served a lunch of
sandwiches, pie, doughnuts and
coffee,

Missaukee county’s new chair-
man is Mrs. Herbert Vander-
Viught of McBain. Missaukee
County Farm Bureau Women's
Committee meet in homes of
members and stress an impor-
tant issue for each month's pro-
gram. The women are interested
which is proved by a good at-
tendance each month, 95% in
February. In the past vear the
number of groups has increased
from 14 to 20. We are looking
forward to more which are in
the process of organizing. The
safety chairman gives a report
each month. We have appointed
a citizenship and a legislative
chairman. All reports from
state and district meetings are
complete. One of the beautiful
things about the meetings in
Missaukee county is that they
are always opened with prayer.

Wexford county had an out-
standing Rural-Urban meeting
fast year which has earried over
into 1955. Mrs. Charles Gotthard,
county chairman, gives their
plans for this year as follows:
The Soil Conservation Directors
heard so many good things about
our Rural-Urban meeting that
they have asked us to present
our program for their Centennial
meeting of 1955. The stories we
told at our meeting will be
received and more slides
will be taken for this pro-
gram., -This will surely be a
major activity of the Wexiord
county Women's Committee but
we also

have other program
plans.
Northwest Michigan Farm

Bureau Women’s Committee has
re-elected Mrs. Ellsworth Behne
of Cedar as chairman. They have
been having some fine programs
and have cooperated in all pro-
Jects. One project completed is
the purchase and installation of
a Modern Fold curtain at Gilbert
Lodge. Women attending the
NW Michigan camp in June will
have a chance to enjoy it.

_Mrs. Warren Heimforth, eamp
director for 1955, reports that
plans for the camp are progress-
ing. The dates will be announeced
soon.

Manistee county reports pro-
gress. The county chairman is
Mrs., John Millarch of Arcadia.
A number of new groups have
been formed and their programs
along with the other counties in
District 9 are “making their
communities a better place in

This Battle

DONALD D. KINSEY

A common, fair and frequent
question is posed for Farm Bu-
reau. What is Farm Bureau do-
ing for the benefit of the indi-
vidual farmer?

There are so many answers to
this question that it is a problem
where to begin.
gin at a point in Farm Bureau
history and cover other points in
articles to come.

So let's look back to the year
of 1932. In June the State of
Michigan passed the law impos-
ing a 3% sales tax on the pur-
chase of goods and supplies.

The law exempted goods that
were bought for resale. The sales
tax board ruled that manufae-
turers were exempt on purchases
of metals, wood, cloth, leather,
ete., to go into their products for
resale. But the board held that
the farmer must pay sales tax on
his production supplies on the
ground that they could not be

| identified in the finished product,

end therefore, the farmer con-
sumed them,

The U. S. census for 1930 esti-
mated that Michigan farmers
were buying farm production
items of all kinds at the rate of
$40,000,000 a year, Sales tax on
that amount would be $1,200,000.

Farm Bureau started its fight
in July 1932 to gain the same ex-
emption for farmers that was
given to manufacturers of goods
for resale, Farm Bureau's petition
to the sales tax board was denied
without a hearing. The Farm Bu-
reau marshalled its facts and
went to the people and to mem-
bers of the legislature at their
homes.

Early in the next session ofsthe
legislature, the House adopted a
resolution to inform the sales tax
board that it was not the intent
of the legislature to tax farm sup-
plies for production purposes.
O] =

FARM BUREAU

221 N. C-edar St.

which to live'

Was Important to You

So we shall be- |

EATON OATS
CLINTON OATS
CRAIG OATS

CLOVERS 3
ALFALFAS

There will be no Jackson Oats offered until next year.

of 6% for 1954 on outstanding
surplus certificates amounting to
$503,220. The certificates repre-
sent money subscribed by Farm
Bureau members to finance the
company's operations.

in 1932-33

| The board paid no attention.

In June of 1953 the Farm Bu-
reau and the sales tax board fac-
ed each other in Ingham county
| circuit court. Judge Leland Carr's
| verdict was that the Farm Bu-
reau had proved its case for ex-
emption of farm supplies, The tax
board appealed to the Supreme
Court of Michigan.

PURE CRUSHED’

TRIPLE SCREENED

OYSTER SHELL

| In the meantime the people
working on this problem through
the Farm Bureau were making a
| powerful impression on public
opinion. When the legislature met
|in January 1935, a bill was offer-
ed to make farm production sup-
plies exempt from sales tax. It
|was adopted and became ' law
| May 23, 1935, 8
| Farmers used their Farm Bu-
reau organization effectively to
gain for themselves what was

FARM BUREAU MILLING CO. Inc.
CHICAGO. ILL.

right and just. It has saved every

!
__—____—___M%&)

Just as you depend on a
erect good buildings, you can depend
on your State Mutual agent to pro-
tect your property.

Insurance is your State Mutual
agent's profession. He can, through
training and experience, recommend
exactly the right kind and amounts of
coverage for your own particular
needs. Furthermore, he represents a
47-year-old company that insures more
than one out of every five Michigan
farms.

For even better protection... State
Mutual's mgfuhh “All-in-One"
Policy provides blanket coverage on
farm personal property. Unlike a
classified policy, when necessary you
can apply the entire amount of your
farm personal coverage, os one wnit,
against a particular loss..

Get full details from your local
agent or write us direct. Tomorrow
could be too late!

State Mutual

INSURANCE COMPANY

FLINT, MICHIGAN
702 Church Street Flint 3, Mich.
E.R. DINGMAN, Pres. M. K. FISK, Sec'y
Policy
Compeny
Agent
Premium

individual farmer thousands of
dollars over the years. The indi-
vidual farmer is- still benefiting
from this action.

Today, Oklahoma has a sales
tax battle similar to that in Mich-
igan in 1932-33. Farmers in Okla-
homa have to pay sales tax on
farm production supplies. Many
buy from Texas on major items
to avoid the tax Oklahoma Farm
Bureau is asking the legislature
to exempt feeds, seeds, fertilizer,
farm machinery and farm chemi-
cals from the sales tax,

FB Life Pays
$14,556 Interest

The Farm Bureau Life Insur-
ance Company in January paid
$14.556 interest at 624 % for 1954
on Class A common stock
amounting to $232,900. This is
capital stock subscribed to start
the Company.

GRAN

PLAN

No man can help make his com-
munity better, more progressive
and efficient without doing the
same for himself.

Popular Grades

Available:
5-20-20 6-24-
12-12-12 4-16-
3-18-9 4-12-
0-20-20 3-12-
0-20-0 0-10-

SERVICES, Inc.

Lansing 4, Michigan

HiGH Aﬁp{mz

TF000 B

FARMER-OWNED PLANTS FOR FARM
PROFITS . NOT MANUFACTURER’S PROFITS

Farm Bureau Fertilizer always gives you

a greater selection of high analysis plant

12

16

ticular needs. And,

249

Fertilizer is granulated, it means cleaner

12

handling, easier spreading and better stor-

30
age.

For additional Information Contact Your Nearest Farm Bureau Dealer

"FARM BUREAU SERVICES
Incorporated

Lansing 4, Michigan

Nl Now you
get BOTH....

High Analysis

Granu iated

MANUFACTURED IN

food to choose from. Thus you know you
will get the RIGHT ANALYSIS for your par-

can

and

because Farm Bureau

IVanhoe 2-1271
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Member of Farm Bureau 14 years.

. improved relationship with the

(ADVERTISEMENT)

F!VY.
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Annual Reports-—Farm Bureau Insurance Co’s

Auto Company Has |
64,700 as ’55 Goal

NILE L. VERMILLION
Ass’t Secretary-Treasurer and Manager

From his Report to Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Com-
pany at 6th Annual Meeting at Lansing, February 23, 1955,

The Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company has
continued its steady growth through six years of opera-
tion.

“Two outstanding accomplishments during 1954 were:

1. A Fire Division was added, and by December 31,

1954, $15,000,000 of fire insurance had been pur-

chased by Farm Bureau members,

2. The Casualty Division

automobiles insured.

On December 31,

members as automobile policyholders.

065 automobiles and trucks

passed the 50,000 mark for

1954, we had 48,057 Farm Bureau

They have 50,-
We had

insured with us.

7,77 farm liability insurance policies in force for a com-

bined total of 57,836.

Our goals for 1955 are 55,500 automobiles or trucks
and 9,200 farm liability policies for a total of 64,700. The

goal for fire is $35,000,000

of protection.

From a start of 3,600 charter automobile policies in
March of 1949, we have grown to 48,057 automobile
policies, 7,771 farm liability policies and $15,000,000

property values insured for fire.

During 1954 we paid a record
amount of $1,568,000 in claim
payments in behalf of the policy-
holders.

Farm Bureau Mutual assets
have increased from a $340,000 in
1949 to $3,150,000 in 1954. Surplus
and special reserves to policy-
holders have grown to $1,425,000.

m— —

Quincy,
Branch county. President of Farm
Bureau Mutual Insurance Com-

‘pany. Farms 372 acres. Beef cattle,

BLAQUE KNIRK of

hogs, dairying, general crops.

During 1954 the company al-
lowed dividend credits to auto-
mobile policyholders in the
amount of $44,500. This dividend
was declared by the Board of Di-
rectors at the 1953 annual meet-
ing.

Careful screening, orientation,
indoctrination and on - the - job
training of employees has been
continued. It has resulted in an

employees and has given improv-
ed service to the policyholders,

The Claims, Underwriting, and
Accounting Departments were
reorganized during 1954 and new
responsibilities assigned to ex-
isting personnel or to new com-
petent personnel added to the
staff from other established in-
surance companies, As a result,
we anticipate improved services
at a lower ultimate cost.

Emphasis on selection and
training of personnel cannot be
overdone when considering the
size the insurance companies
have attained. The combined Mu-
tual and Life Companies’ assets
now total $5,064,000 as contrast-
ed to original contributions by
Farm Bureau members in the
amount of $844,000.

The agent recruiting program
is developing very well through
the cooperation of Michigan Farm
Bureau Member Service Division
and the wvarious County Farm
Bureau Boards.

At the end of the year in 1954,
County Insurance Agreements
were active with 28 counties.
This program of taking the in-
surance service to the counties
has resulted in an increased in-
terest and knowledge of the in-
surance services by the personnel
in the counties. The following
counties have these agreements
in effect:

Allegan, Barry, Bay, Berrien,
Branch, Calhoun, Clinton, Eaton,
Genesee.

Grand Traverse, Gratiot, Hills-
dale, Huron, Ingham, Ionia, Kent,
Lapeer, Leelanau,

Lenawee, Livingston, Monroe,
Ottawa, Saginaw, Sanilac, St.
Clair, St. Joseph, Tuscola, Van
Buren.

In September of 1954, your

Company was host to 41 Farm
Insurance company managers,;
claim superintendents and claim
adjustors from 11, surrounding
states. This meeting was held at
Kellogg Center, Michigan State
College, East Lansing, Michigan.
Everyone enjoyed the Conference
and his Michigan visit. This type
of meeting helps to promote co-
operation and better working re-
lationships between the Farm
Bureau Insurance Companies.

Challenges, new ones and oth-
ers carried forward, continue for
your Company. e see these in
general as problems of expansion,
development ‘and education. A
few of these includes (1) meeting
new competition situations (2)
problems of our youthful drivers
(3) safety programs (4) dividend
distributions and (5) additional
insurance lines.
Automobiles Insured

TOTAL MUMSIT OF AUTOMOBHLT DNILEED A1 WD OF LACH TIAR
Thowsords of Automogiey
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FB MUTUAL INSURANCE CO.
Premium Income
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FB MUTUAL INSURANCE CO.
The man wh; lives only for

‘himself runs a very small busi-

=t

oo

This imposing office building will be occupied this spring by the Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company and the Farm Bureau Life

Company, the Michigan Farm Bureau, Farm Bureau Services, Int, and Farmers Petroleum Cooperative, Inc.

It is being built by

the Insurance Companies. The offices will replace the scattered and inefficient facilities now used by our family of Farm Bureau
Companies with modern accommodations designed fo provide the most efficient service to state-wide Farm Bureau membership.

Life Insurance
Sales $41,000,000

NILE L. VERMILLION
Ass't Secretary-Treasurer and Manager

From his Report to Farm Bureau Life Insurance Com-

The building is located on US-16 west of Lansing at 4000 North G rand River Avenue,

ire Insurance Offered in ’54

Your Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company
expanded during 1954 to include the newly-formed
Fire Insurance Division. S

This development was brought about by Farm
Bureau members who invested $288,200 in surplus
certificates to create this division. The program is
designed to offer, Fire, Lightning, Wind and Ex-
tended Coverage on farm property, dwellings and
good commercial buildings in which Farm Bureau
members have a financial interest.

Members subscribed to $77,000,000 in charter
fire reservations, and the division was founded on
July 8, 1954, Applications for the new coverages
began to be received in the Home Office on July
23, 1954 and by December 31 of this year 1,361
applications were received, totaling $15,000,000 in
protection. This is, indeed, a very gratifying re-
cord. It is equal to the support given in the past

‘to the auto, farm liability and life insurance pro-
grams. A goal of $35,000,000 in protection has
been set for 1955, This goal will add another

3,000 members to those now already taking ad-
vantage of this new service.

The new field of insurance for your Farm Bureau
Companies has been designed with the emphasis
on providing members with the broadest coverages

The members

of Farm Bureau realized the need for these more

and the best available claim service.

comprehensive fire policies, and many members im-
mediately took advantage of the superior protec-
tion.

Twenty-four hour claim service has been avail-
able through ten claim offices located throughout

‘he state of Michigan. The adjustors are all quali-

ded claims men who remain constantly in touch
~ith the Home Office. This procedure provides
ast, friendly and fair claim settlements in every

nstance.

Members of the Michigan Farm Bureau have
shown great foresight by adding this new service.
This is another big step toward a complete insur-
ance package for Farm Bureau members.

Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company of

“Michigan pazd $1,568,000 in claims in behalf of its

automobile, farm liahility and fire policyholders
during 1954. A total of 18,156 claims were settled.

During the 70 months that the Company has been
operating, it has paid $4,236,000 in claims for
policyholders. More than 56,865 claims have been
presented since the beginning of the company,

The company now has 48,057 automobile policy-
holders and 7,771 farm liability policyholders. All
policyholders are members of the Farm Bureau.

Nét reserves of $781,523 are available to cover
claims not yet disposed of.

With the growth of Farm Bureau Mutual Insur-
ance Company it was necessary to expand the
zlaims department in order to provide Farm Bureau
members with the prompt service they are entitled
to receive. Today. there are six regional claims of-
fices working with the staff at the home office at

Lansing. There are 10 fulltime claims adjustors on
the road.

Claims Department responsibilities: The Farm
Bureau Mutual Insurance Company offers Farm
Bureau members the following types of insurance:

Automobile: Public liability (bbdily injury and
property damage), auto medical payments, colli-
sion, and comprehensive (flre theft, windstorm,

etc.), and road service.

Farm Liability: Comprehensive bodily injury and
property damage liability, premises medical pay-
ments, employer’s liability, death of livestock, and
insurance protection for those doing custom work.

Fire: Fire, lightning, wind, and extended cover-

- age on farm property, dwellings, commercial bldgs.

Claim Payments
TOTAL CLAIM PAYMENTS FOR EACH YEAR

Hundred Thousonds of Dollars

$1.568.000 Paid on 54 Claims

pany at 4th Annual Meeling at Lansing February 22, 1855,

Both from a surplus growth standpoint and from a
policy growth standpoint, Farm Bureau Life experienced
during 1954 its most successful year since the close of
the Chapter Life campaign. Its progress is far ahead, in
|all respects, of the minimum goals established one year
| ago.
| Sales of life insurance since the beginning of the
| company on September 20, 1951 total $41,000,000. This
total breaks down as follows:

Charter Policies $18,233,000.
than 9,000 policyholders in the Michigan Farm Bureau
for an average of $2,000 of insurance for each charter
policy. Sales of charter policies ended July 1, 1952,

Farmers Investment Protector, $14,267,000.
special policy, "FIP,"”
Bureau members up to December 31,

Group Insurance $2,000,000.
Ordinary Life, Endowments, other pol:cses $6,500,000.

This represents more

This
has been purchased by 5,128 Farm

1954,

Membership Group Insurancel The Future. One of the fn«t
| During the year, the Farm Bur- | goals of the Company is to reach
eau membership in two counties, [an “efficiency size" of $100 mil-
Barry and Oceana, (nmplvtod en- | lion life insurance in force. " Al
| rollment in our group plan. This | our present rate of growth i
| should still be regarded as an ex- | seems reasonable to assume that
| periment in providing low cost | this figure will be reached ahend
insurance to the members of the | of schedule,

Farm Bureau. This is the first When that point is reached,
effort to provide farmers with |Farm Bureau Lifée Insurance
[ low cost group, life insurance. As | Company will be “mature.” Its
the year ended, the membership | agents and other personnel will
in two additional counties had | be seasoned and experienced and
almost completed their enroll- | will have in their hands an oper-
ment campaigns, |ation which is large enough to
: + amane | develop cost efficiency. Policy-
: . 7ol better service and lower net cost,

ticipate in order to (;Lmh[\ the ; . A AERA |
group, No medical examination | The end of 1955 should see
is required. The upper age limit | YOUF Farm Bureau Life Insurance
is set at 60, and the insured may | Company half way to its goal of
carry the ihsurance until age 6. | $100 million life Iinsurance in

force,
*
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RUSSELL E. HAZEL of Richland,
Kalamazoo county. President of
Farm Bureau Life Insurance Com-
pany. Farms 285 acres. Beef cat-
tle, hogs, general crops. Member
of Farm Bureau 25 years.
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FB LIFE INSURANCE CO,

Premium Income
TOTAL AMOUNT OF FREMILM SaCOsd P08 LACW VIAR
Thoussndy et Dorlens

lm =T

The plan is limited to Farm Bu-
reau members in good standing |
and who are members of a Com- : 1 b
munity Farm Bureau Group. |

Dividends, Dividends to palicy-
holders totaled $70,000 during
1954. A 5% special additional
dividend , was paid to Charter
Policyholders. Present indica-
tions are that this special divi-
dend can be continued and per- 200 =
haps can be increased at some Gl‘
future date. Dividends paid to
polievholders since the beginning
of the company now total $131,

000. e e
Financial. Assets of the Life
Insurance Company on December &) I ¥ i .

31, 1954 were $1,914,000. This is
6% times the original contributed
capital. The investment capital is
represented by Class A common
shares and Class B commaon

7 B T Y

o . .
FB LIFE INSURAHCE Co.

shares, Soowih

Executive Secretary, Treasurer

Farm Bureau Insurance Compame S Management % "

NILE VERMILLION
Manager, Mutual and Life
Co's: Ass't Sec'y

J. F. YABGER

and General Manager

Farm Bureau Mutual

POTAL ASIFTS AT IND OF LALH TIAR
Miltiemi of Dutlars

1754

TS S

1931 52 1959 054
FB LIFE INSURANCE CO.
-

The world may owe you 2
living, but by the time you col-
lect you'll be an old man,

Assistant Manager
For Fire Insurance
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Michigan’s Growing Water Use is a Problem

Community Farm Bureau
Discussion Topic for March
Background Material for Program in March by

1410 Community Farm Bureau Discussion Groups

DONALD D. KINSEY
Coordinator of Education and Research for MFB

Drive east—drive west—drive north in Michigan.
Before too long you come to the shores of the inland
seas. It is not surprising, then, that Michigan's people
have become careless about the state’'s water resources.
They can see water all about them. :

But do you know that Michigan is the heaviest con-
sumer of water in the United States? And do you know
that a number of Michigan communities found them-
selves without water last year? Wells in the village of
Flushing went dry—and the folks had to truck water
into town.

The water table is dropping. Cities, towns, industries
and irrigation systems all have tremendous well casings
sucking at this precious store, like boys with straws in
a single tumbler of ice cream soda.

The tendency for people with respect to such prob-
lems is to "let it ride”’ until the matter really gets tough
to untangle. It is already getting serious. Let's not make
this mistake.

Ernest Anthony, former Dean of Agriculture at
Michigan State College, says, ““We are still thinking of
Michigan as a wet state. We cannot seem to realize
that Michigan does not have enough water for its needs.
If we are to continue as a great industrial state, we must
safeguard our present supply of water by conservation.
Once we lose the water, it is not easy to get it back!”

Increasing Water Use—Farmers have one of the
greatest stakes in the water problem. Soil is useless
without enough water. We have paid much attention
to soil and water conservation. But it is not being applied
to enough of the land, and water is running off that
we are going to need. We have allowed this run-off
to carry our soil and its fertility downstream at the

same time that we have lost the water.

Michigan users of water are increasing by leaps and
bounds.
into being and are sinking wells.
pear every day.

Do you know that:

Hundreds of new communities are springing
New industries ap-
Watch them grow!

But wait! Bill found that there
was a bed of water only 15 feet
underground in a gravel wvein.
He drove a well. So did his
downstream neighbors. After
they had pumped for awhile,
wells in the neighborhood began
to fail. Bill found himself en-
tangled in costly lawsuits in the
courts.

1. It takes 98,000 gallons of
water to produce one ton of steel?
America produces 180 million
tons of steel a year. Every auto-
mobile on the road required 100,-
000 gallons of water to produce
it.

2. Some modern plastics fac-
tories use 300,000 gallons of water

in producing one ton of the pro-| Or suppose again that a large

duct. city runs short of water. So the
. city fathers buy a few farms
8. A ton of ammonium sul-|around the city and sink tre-

phate fertilizer requires 164,000

2qul mendous casings with high cap-
gallons of water in its making.

acily pumps. Farmers' wells
dry up and their stock and fam-

4, A ton of beet sugar needs i “are Weithout water.

31,000 gallons of water to put it |
on the market,

5. Michigan farmers are now

What can be cone? Who owns

the water?

Michigan's present laws are

*

5, LETS:|
' WITH-GOOD

PROTECT. WATER RIGHTS
STATE LAWS . ..

% LUCKY, I'M IRRIGATING FROM THE HiGH~
RUNNING STREAM NOW—BUT WHAT (B
“ ,SOMEBODY MOVES ABOVE ME 2

— /—

: Blscussion Toplc_s

Discussion Topic Committee from
the resulits of the guestionnaire
returned from the Community
Farm Bureaus.

Mar. Michigan's Problems of
Water Rights and Resour-
ces.

Apr. The New Look in our Ex-

tension Program.

The New Look in our A.S.
C. Program.

Problems Relating to Clos-
ed School Districts,

May

Jun.

Jul. Doing a Good Job in Junior
Farm Bureau Recruitment.
Aug. Truck Overload Fines and

Their Uses.
Be sure to read your discussion
article in the Michigan Farm
News. Aitend your Community
Farm Bureau meetings.

wasteful and inadequaie, They
are based on the English com-
mon law brought to America
when the country was first set-
tled. Modern living and modern
farming put these laws in the
horse and buggy class.

Michigans waler rights oper-
ate under what is known as the
riparian doctrine. This doctiine
is based on ‘the ownership of
land along a river, stream or
lake. /The owner has the right
to use waters in such lakes or
streams for domestic and live-
stock purpeses. He does not own
the water that flows through his
land, however.

The people downstrédam have
an equal right to the water for
their nermal needs and enjoy-
ment. Courts have ruled, under
the riparian doctrine, that an

owner on a stream has no sup-
‘(?:‘irnr right to the water. He
{ may take a share, but the own-
ers downstream have a right fo
lsoc the water flow through their
Il;nnd “undiminished in- quantity
and quality.,” There is no al-
ilulting of the supply to save it.

The wasteful naiure of this
doctrine seems evident. Even in
times of abundance, a curb on
the use of water is present. The

irrigating 70,000 acres of farm |-
land—mostly vegetables, potatoes
and fruits, and some pasture. It
would take 10 billion 500 million
gallons of water a summer fo-do
a good job of putting water on
those acres!

terErrErr e i

8. Farms need electricity to-
day. Water from streams is re-
guired to ‘cool the condensers in
order to make this electricity
available—so it does another
farm job at the plant where the
electricity comes from. |

Michigan industry and agri- ..
culture is using more and more :
water. Large business buildings
are using tons of water daily in
air conditioning—with little or
no control of the amounts used
in most cases,

0
3
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Farm Irrigation Grows. The
irrigation of farm lands in Mich-
igan has been expanding like a
mushroom. Farmers found that
it pays off—if they can get
enough water, Some {ertilizers
need plenty of water in order
to render their fullest benefit.
What can happen?

Let's look at an imaginary Bill
Brown.” A medium sized stream
flows through Bill's farm. There
is a nice little pool with a gravel
bottom at a convenient point,

Bill spends nearly $6,000 for
some drrigation equipment. In
the dry months he showers his
potatoes and melons with re-
freshing water from the stream.
He wets down his pasture, too,
and the cows have good ealing
while his neighbors pastures are
failing.

The neighbors watch, of course!
The next year four of them—two
above Bill on the stream—buy
irrigation equipment. When Bill

A concrete silo will increase
the cattle capacity of your
farm, protect you against feed
shortages in dry periods and
provide “June pastures” all
year around.

Concrete silos are firesafe,
storm-resistant and water-
tight. They cost only a
moderate sum to build and
practically nothing to main-

2108 Michigan National

tain. Your farm experience
tells you that concrete con-
struction serves far longer.
The result: low annual cost,

Why not write today for
helpful, free booklet giving
construction details on con-
crete silos? If you need
information on other thrifty
concrete improvements, fill in
the blank on the coupon.

= e e o e . PASTE COUPON ON BACK OF POSTCARD AND MAIL TODAY v s i e o e

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION

Tower, Lonsing 8, Mich.

A notional organizafion to improve and extend the uses of portiand cement and

goes to irrigate the next summer concrete . ., through scientific research and engineering fAleld work
the water is gone from his little Please sead frec booklet on

180 the steari. There was concrete silosand (list subject): Nambt...uoeevnsessrsnssnsnsssnssdsnssnsssnsasnns
l‘“u.\' m‘ll}' enough for twe, so sasssnqisassnssnsncesnnsaxse N IR MR tivenns ssanse POy v Py STy R,

the ¢rops suffered. Bill's equip-
ment sat idle,

These were chosen by your State |

water is' encouraged to flow to
the ocean unconserved and un-
used. |

Facts. People and Laws. .Thel
need for Michigan to study .its
water problems is mounting rap-
idly. This does not mean that
we should rush blindly into com- |
plete legislation at the drop of-a |
hat. But Michigan's Water Re-
sources Commission or a Leg-
islative Study Committee should
be empowered and given funds |
to gather facts about our water |
problems, to help inform the peo- |
ple, and to formulate recom-|
mended water laws. And citi-|
zens need to take an active part |
in the development of these re-|
commendations.

We need answers to questions
'ike these: :

1. How much water reserve
io we have? '

2. What is our Gaily consump-
tion? !

3. How should tne, right to
use available water to the great-
¢st benefit of everyone be de-
termined?

4. How can we hold the
waters so that underground and

surface supplies .are conserved
for use? i
5. How can we prevent dam-

eging run-off and floods during
heavy rainy periods?

6. Do present dralnage sys-
tems without catch basins waste
the water we need during the
dry seasons?

Answers to these and many
other questions are needed. We
do not want to compile laws be-
fore we study the problems
closely. But we need to get
constructive action under way
soon, and we may have enough
facts for some beginning legis-
lation, Certainly all interests
should take a part in the action
and all should be considered.
Rural and urban folks must join
hands on the problem.

Farmers in other states have
taken the lead in these programs.
They, have much to gain or lose
in the lack of proper legislation
or in the passage of good or poor
laws.

State or Federal Initiative?
States need to take responsible
action to keep control of water
projects. This is an area in
which the Federal government
has been moving rapidly. Rights
of investigation for water pro-
jects have been gained by law
and practice by Federal agencies.
They have not stopped with in-
vestigation. They have frequent-
ly taken over the projects them-
selves. They get the funds by
Congressional appropriation.
States tend to back away and
surrender their authority.

National laws are needed giv-
ing Federal aid to state-develop-
ed programs. States need to
work out interstate agreements
and Authorities to undertaké
projects on larger watersheds.

One construct:ve step came in
August of 1954. Congress pass-
ed the Watershed Protection and
Flood Prevention Act,(P.A. No.-
566). This law permits the U, S.
Department of Agriculture to co-
operate with state and local
agencies and organizations on
flood control projects within a
state. Local interests “run their
own show.” The Federal agency
gives: advisory help when re-
quested. It may share the cosis
of the project when applied for.
As far as it goes, this agrees with
the approach asked for by the
Farm Bureau delegates at their
1953 and 1954 convention.

What are your problems?
Where do we want to go in Mich-
igan’s water conservation and
water rights program? These
are problems of the people, We
must move to action to save this
valuable resource and see that
it is properly distributed. It is as
essential as the air we breathe
or the food we eat. And we are

losing our basic and needed sup-
plies because of inadequate con-
trol and allocation laws. Peo-
ple's investments must be pro-
tected.

We can have famine in the
midst of ‘plenty in Michigan—or
as Coleridge said in his Rhyme
of the Ancient Mariner:

“Water, water everywhere —
and not a drop to drink!”

Questions
A special case discussion ques-
ti_cmnairc will be sent to your
discussion leader. 1It's too long
to print here.

Glad I Live
In Michigan,
Theme for 55

“I'm Glad 1 Live in Michigan”
is the theme selected for Michi-
gan Week May 15 to 21 by the
executive group for the annual
statewide program for all citizens.

Dr. Grover C. Dillman, presi-
ent of the Michigan College of
Mining and Technology, is the
general chairman. He has listed
he seven special days as ap-
vroved by the executive board:

May 15 — Sunday, Michigan
Spiritual Foundations Day—A
day devoted by the people of all
faiths to the spiritual values of
life in Michigan and to study the
Michigan foundatiens of their
faiths.

May 16 — Monday, Exchange
of Mayors Day—Exchange of
heads of municipal government
among all Michigan cities and
villages, the pairings determined
by lot, as a means of making
Michigan communities better ac-
guainted with one another and of
dramatizing the purposes of
Michigan Week.

May 17 — Tuesday, Michigan
Hospitality Day — Emphasizing
one of the state’s greatest assets,
the natural friendliness of Mich-
igan people and the part it plays
in the state’s huge tourist in-
dustry. :

May 18 — Wednesday, Educa-
tion Day—Open house in schools
and colleges throughout the state
and, in Lansing, the  convening
of the Michigan “White House
Conference” on education.

May 18 — Thursday, Our Live-

lihood Day—In each community,
examination of and reflection
(Continued on page 4)

‘AR BUKEAU MEMBERS!

You can now

BLUE CROSS - BLUE SHIELD

protection for your family /;

get wonderful

BUT YOU MUST ACT BEFORE MARCH 15!

Here’s your one opportunity

this year to get Michigan’s most
preferred group pratection
against hospital and doctor bills!

Farm Bureau members! Your annual Blue
Cross - Blue Shield enrollment closes March
15! So you must act fast . . . to protect your
family with the plans that now protect
nearly half the people in Michigan!

BLUE CROSS for hospital bills ...

A new *Cooperative’

extra protection against “‘catastrophic” ill-
ness is now available to present members and
new members alike. This new Blue Cross
Contract extends benefits for up to 365 days.
Because the contract holder pays a small
portion of the hospital costs during early
days of confinement, this new contract can
be offered at less cost than the Comprehen-

sive Contract.

The standard Comprehensive Con-
tract (covering the cost of bed, board, drugs,
dressings, operating room, and many other
services, often in full . . . for up to 120 days)
is still your finest protection, for the little

it costs.

BLUE SHIELD for doctor bills . . .

medical care . .

One in three families fuces a hospital bill every year

. by paying generous af)eciﬁc

amounts directly to your doctor for thou-
sands of procedures.

The cost is low. The exclusive Blue
Cross - Blue Shield idea—non-profit com-
munity-sponsored plans through which
groups of people band together for their
own mutual protection—makes possible more
protection for the money than you'll find with
any other plans. And actually, Blue Cross -
Blue Shield costs only pennies per day!

Join the more than 3,000,000

Contract for

Michigan people protected by
BLUE CROSS - BLUE SHIELD!
Ask your Farm Bureau secretary

Jor full information.
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o YOUR HOSATAL OR DOCTOR

vICE
M MEDICAL spavicl
FIRICH AVE. DETRON 34, MOH

€POSS-MUE SHIRD

Rarely would you have a hospital bill
without a doctor bill, too—and here is

where low-cost Blue Shield comes in. Blue
Shield offers you protection against the cost
of doctor bills for surgical and in-hospital

Michigan Hospital

YOUR TICKET TO
WORRY-FREE RECOVERY

BLUE CROSS - BLUE SHIELD

Services Michigan Medical Service

411 East Jeferson Ave., Detroit 26, Mich,

IT'S QUICK POUNDS
(" YOUWANT ON
~ THOSE PIGS!

Valley lea Gro-Kwik
DRY -BUTTERMILK

in. Convenient: 25 Pound Bog.
With- MoisturesProof ‘Liner—!

So Easy To Feed:
As A Dry Feed Supplement For Pigs Up To
75 Pounds: Here is on idec! and easy-la-prepare
formula for " Pig Starting" ond "Cresp Feeding'".
140 Pounds, your regulor pig
and tow supplement,
325 Pounds, ground Corn,
25 Pound Baog, Velley Lea Gro-Kwik
Dry Buttermilk.
The Pigs Reelly “Go" For It ond Ii's All Feed
As A Free Choice Supplement: Add cne
quart of waler to eoch four (4) pounds of Vallay
Lec Gro-Kwik, put it In your frough and the
pigs will have o feeding “plenic”.

Volley Llea Gro-Kwik Dry Buttermilk in the con-
venient 25 pound bags it so easy lo handle on the
farm; keep the woterproof liner closed tightly and
it will not coke nor harden . . . for easy, sop
feeding, pul the proper amount of water in the
bog with the Gro-Kwik and your super-supple-
ment, Valley Lea Gro-Kwik Butiermilk is ready for
the trough . . . no fuss, no muss nor heavy, smelly
borrels to handle—ijusl healthy feedirg results.

®
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Valley Lea Gro-Kwik is the Natural,
Al Feed Fortifier, High in Minest
Quality Protein, with High Percent-
ages of Vitamins, Minerals and
Growth Factors on which the Pigs
Really Will Thrive.
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PROFITABLE YIELDS

Plant Michigan Certified
Hybrid Seed Corn in 1955

£ecau4e -
Michigan Seed Certification Assures {74 |
You Of: .
@ Hybrids adapted to MiChlg?ﬂ. .
@ Research and testing by Michigan
State College.
@ Pure foundation seed stocks.
@ Thorough detasseling of seed .ﬁelds.
@ Accurate processing and grading of

seed. : . |-
@ Highest yields of mature high quality
grain or silage corn.

SO
Sese:
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Recommended corn hybrids for 1955
Michigan
Michigan
Michigan
Michigan

250 — 85 day relative maturity
350 — 90 day relative maturity
480 — 105 day relative maturity
570 —110 day relative maturity

Te assure early delivery of the variety and grade of
seed you want, order your Michigan Hybrid Seed :
Corn now through your local elevator or seed dealer.

Be Sure Your Seed
Bears This I.ﬂbel’

MICHIGAN

c:nnnso Do, '
bl |

HYBRIDS
MICHIGAN CERTIFIED HYBRID SEED CORN PRODUCERS




