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Start Work on Farm Bureau Fire Insur

Congress Told How

. Farm Program Stands

The Agricuitural Marketing Service of the U. S. Dep't
of Agriculture has prepared four graphs which illustrate
the present situation of farm surpluses in the national farm
program. Congress will have this information to consider
as it takes up the recommendations by President Eisenhower,

‘ Becretary of Agriculture Benson, and the American Farm
Bureau of 1,600,000 farm families.

They urge that mandatory and rigid price supports at
90% of parity be permitted to expire Dec, 31, 1954. They
ask that the Agr’l Marketing Act of 1949 with certain im-
provements take effect Jan. 1, 1955. It provides farm price
supports at 75 to 90% of parity. ]
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GRAPH No. 1 above shows the rapid increase of carry-
overs of wheaf, cotton, corn and food fats and oils over the
past 24 months, 90% of parity price support was continued
for basic crops by Congress for 1953 and 1954.
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GRAPH No, 2 shows how the investments and financial obli-
gations of the Commeodity Credit Corporation in maintaining la_rm
price supports have mounted up io the limit of the boyrowmg
authority authorized by Congress. The Secretary of Agriculture
has asked Congress to raise the borrowing authority of CCC from
$6% billion to $814 billion to continue its price support obligations,
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GRAPH No, 3 shows how the Commodity Credit Corporation’s
investments are divided among various commodities. President
Eisenhower in his Economic Report to Congress said, "Both wheat
and cotton have been priced out of important domestic markets
by high and rigid supports . .. (which) have resulted in huge sur-
pluses in government hands, and have led to the imposition of
drastic controls on individual producers. Such undesirable conse-
quences are inevitable if present ridid price supports are continued.”

FARMERS’ PRICES
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GRAPH No. 4 shows that prices of non-supported commodities
» such as fruit, truck crops, other vegetables, meat animals, pouliry
* and eggs have averaged higher prices (expressed as a percentage
of parity) than prices of the “basic” commodities of food grains,
feed grains, cotton and tobacco.

Berrien Jrs. Youth Memorial Building Ready

S
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THIS IS the Berrien Youth Memorial Building at the Fair Grounds at Berrien Center. The $80,000 communi?y center is a lo-ygar
building project by the Junior Farm Bureau of Berrien county. Berrien County Farm Bureau, the Farm Bureau insurance companies,

and Junior FB offices are there. The building was started May 8, 1953. I will be dedicated March 14.

MFB Asks Our
Congressmen

To Help Ike

The Michigan Farm Bureau
board of directors went to bat for
President Eisenhower and Secre-
tary. of Agriculture Benson Feb-
ruary 25 regarding the farm pro-
gram before Congress.

THEY sent a statement to Mich-
igan members of Congress ask-
ing their aggressive support in
Congress for the Benson farm
program recommended by Presi-
dent Eisenhower. It is in agree-
ment with the recommendations
developed last summer and fall
by the American Farm Bureau of
1,600,000 families. The MFB di-
rectors’ letter:

| To Michigan Senators and Rep-

'| resentatives in Congress:

The board of directors of the
Michigan Farm Bureau in session
at Lansing, February" 24, 1954, ex-
presses its strong support for the
enactment of the agricultural
program as presented to Con-
gress recently by President Eisen-
hower.

If our Nation is to reverse the
strong irend toward big govern-
ment planning, *controls, and the
socialistic state, the time to start
is now.. The legislation formu-
lated by President Eisenhower
and Secretary of - Agriculture
Benson constitutes a judicious
procedure to accomplish the re-
turn of our agriculture to a pri-
vaie enterprise basis,

The Michigan Farm Bureau
strongly commends Secretary of
Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson for
his announced plan of reducing
support prices on dairy products
from 90% of parity to 75%, ef-
fective April 1, 1954. This action
is in accordance with the agree-
ment with the dairy industry one
year ago that government support
prices at 90% of parity were o
be for one year only,

During the past year this high
subsidy program has priced dairy
products out of the market. This
has greatly stimulated the use of
substitutes for butter and other
dairy products on the consumer’s
table.

The 90% support policy has
stimulated the consumption of
substitute concoctions of doubtful
nutritional and health value. A
billion pounds of butter, dry milk
and other dairy commodities have
been drawn into government stor-
age and ownership.

The government accepts only
the two top grades of butter for
storage and price support loans.
This removes much of the higher-
quality product from the market
and 5o increases the proportion of
inferior-quality butter being of-
fered the consumer.

Not only are the superior
grades of these perishables deteril
orating and spoiling in govern-
ment storage, but hundreds of
millions of dollars of taxes paid
by both producers and consumers
are being wasted to support the
subsidy program.

In supporting this action of the
President and the Secretary of
Agricdlture, the Michigan Farm
Bureau is carrying out the poli-
cies established by the considera-
tion of 2,721 local Farm Bureau
meetings having a registered at-
tendance of nearly 60,000, Also
this is in accordance with the pro-
gram adopted by 48 State Farm
Bureaus at the annual meeting of
the American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration in Chicago last December.
Therefore, the Michigan Farm
Bureau urges Congress to adopt
no measure that would prevent

(Continued on Page 2)

MISS BARBRA FOSTER

The Berrien Youth Memorial
Building at Berrien Springs was
planned by the Junior Farm Bu-
reau during World War II.

MANY members were in serv-
ice.. Two had been killed in ac-
tion. A Youth Building was pro-
posed in their memory and to be
for use of all organizations in the
county.

In 1%46 a building committee of
six members of the Junior Farm
Bureau and six members of the
Senior Farm Bureau began regu-
lar meetings. They selected an
architect, determined the style of
the building, the floor plan, and
the location, which is at the front
and center of the fair grounds ab,
Berrien Springs. The Youth Fair
Ass'n gave a 99 year lease on the
site,

TODAY the building is ready
for dedication March 14. Ber-
rien County Farm Bureau has its
office there. It houses the caunty
office of the Farm Bureau insur-
ance companies, and of course is
the home of the Junior Farm Bu-
reau.

The building is in the shape of
a T. The front or top of the T
includes the Farm Bureau effices,

Youth Building a
10 Year Project

the Lurkins meeting room, kitcn-
en, and rest rooms. The auditor-
ium extends back of the offices
and is designed to seat 400.

red brick. The interior finish is
of ceramic tile of “eye ease” green
and grey throughout the building.
Heating system is steam. The
building committee acted as gen-
eral contractor by letting out most
jobs separately.

The Junior Farm Bureau raised
many thousands of dollars for
building during the past 10 years
through ecrop projects, scrap
drives, auctions, carnivals, talent
shows, dances, rummage sales,
bake sales, pancake suppers, fair
concessions and donations. This
ccampaign.continues. During fair
weeks at Berrien Springs the Jun-
ior Farm Bureau will operate. a
cafeteria in the building,

THE PROJECT has been a big
one, and it has served also to keep
the Berrien Junior Farm Bureau
strong and active.. The Youth
Memorial Building to serve all
organizations in the county as a
meeting place should be a center
to plan and direct activities for
the educational and social devei-
opment of all youth in Berrien

county.

regarding which members of

back home.

Two very important pieces of
dairy legislation are in the lime-
light in the House. The Represen-
tatives are considering H-225
which would restrict fortification
of milk. Two years ago in mak-
ing amendments to the milk-mar-
keting law a definition for forti-
fied milk and fortified skim-
med milk was written into the
act. This amendment provided
that these products would be
legal, subject to regulation by the
Director of Agriculture,

Even before the Department of
Agriculture had issued the regu-
lations covering the new products,
at least one major dairy company
began to distribute them. The reg-
ulations finally released by the
Director of Agriculture provide
for minimums of various vitamins
and minerals, but for no maxi-
mums. Thus, one company could
claim that its fortified milk was
twice as good as that of a com-
petitor because it had twice as
much of these additives.

This situation has greatly dis-

Legislature Looks
At Two Dairy Bills

STANLEY M. POWELL
Legislative Counsel of Michigan Farm Bureau

Definite progress is being made in enacting into law
the state legislative program established by the voting
delegates at the annual convention of the Michigan Farm | With Mr. Yaeger will be Lee
Bureau last November. The degree of final accomplish-
ment in this connection will depend largely on the in-
terest which the members manifest in support of their
program in the next few weeks.

During the current session of the Legislature 718
bills and 22 proposed constitutional amendments have
been presented. This makes a total of 740 measures

the Legislature must divide

their attention. As representatives of the people, they
are inclined to give consideration to these proposals
on the basis of interest shown in them by their folks

health experts who feel that there
is definite danger in too great an
intake of these vitamins and some
of the minerals involved, such as
iodine, which is definitely poison-
ous in amounts larger than need-
ed for prevention of goiter. Thus,
the nutritionists who have been
the greatest boosters for the dairy
industry now feel that they must
warn the public against consum-
ing too freely of medicated milk.

On this subject the MFB dele-
gates declared, “Milk is nature's
most nearly perfect food and
should not beome a vehicle for the
addition of synthetic vitamins
and minerals. It should not be
perverted into a patent medicine.
We therefore oppose any legaliza-
tion or fortification of milk except
with Vitamin D."

H-225 would permit fortifying
milk with 400 units of Vitamin D
(the sunshine vitamin) per quart
and fortified skim milk would be
legal with 2,000 units of Vitamin
A and 400 units of Vitamin D and
non-fat milk solids.

turbed nutritionists and public

A prominent dairy company has
(Continued on Page 2)

Knirk and
Hazel to Head

Insurance Co’s

Blaque Knirk of Quincy' was
| elected president of the Farm
| Bureau Mutual Insurance Co, at

EXTERIOR of the building is|a board of directors meeting Feb-

| ruary 24, 1954, following the an-
| nual meeting of policyholders.
| Previous to the election Mr.
| Knirk was vice-president of the
organization. Kenneth Johnson of
Freeland was elected to succeed
Mr. Knirk as vice-president,

On February 23, 1954 the Farm
{ Bureau Life Insurance Co. held its
|election for the coming year
| following the annual meet-
ing of stockholders. The di-
rectors reelected Russell Hazel as
president and Blaque Knirk as
| vice-president to succeed them-
selves. |

Yaeger, Co-op
Folks to Look

Into Future

J. F. Yaeger, manager of Farm
Bureau Services, Inc., has invited
the managers and boards of di-
rectors of 152 cooperatives which
are FBS stockholders to attend
one of a series of important busi-
ness conferences March 2-19.

THE MAIN purpose of the
meetings is to discuss Farm Bur-
eau Services long-range finance
program, including its plans for
the rotation of securities and the
part your organization plays in
these plans. The information to
be presented should prove help-
ful to farmer cooperatives in
ip!anning their program for the
| future.,

Monroe, comptroller, and Mayn-
ard Brownlee, manager of the
Farm Supplies Division of Farm
Bureau Services. They will par-
ticipate in the discussion and an-
swer questions,

THE CONFERENCES will run
from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. as

follows:

March 2, Tuesday—Kalama-
zoo, Chicken Charlie's.

March 3, Wed.—St. Joseph,

Whitcomb hotel.

March 5, Fri.—Jackson, Mea-
dow Lark Inn, 3 miles north on
USs-27.

March 8, Mon.—Lapeer, Stiles
restaurant. ;

March 9, Tues.—Caro, Monta-
gue hotel.

March 10, Wed.—Mt. Pleasant,
Hotel Chieftain.

March 16, Tues.—Grand Rapids,
DeWitt's Dutch Kitchen, Plain-

field and East Beltline.
March 17, Wed.—Coldwater,
Grange hall.

March 19, Fri.—Traverse City,
Park Place hotel.

Would Broaden
Turnpike Authority

Senator Haskell Nichols of
Jackson has introduced to the
legislature a bill which would
permit Michigan's new turnpike
authority to consider the building
of turnpike highways in any part
of Michigan.

Mr. Nichols' bill would remove
iwo limitations enacted by the
1953 legislature: (1) limit the
turnpike commission to study and
construct turnpikes from Bay City
to Toledo and from Detroit to
Chicago (2) build turnpikes only
in southern Michigan to relieve
traffic eongestion there.

AdA1Ce

FarmBureau Mutual

Would Add Line

| County Farm Bureau Ins. Committees
| To Take Plan to Community Groups for
Explanation and Support

320 members of Fire Insurance Committees from 61
County Farm Bureaus met with Michigan Farm Bureau
and Farm Bureau Insurance Company directors and

management at Michigan State College Feb, 25.

&

Their purpose was to consider plans and information
developed for starting a fire and windstorm insurance
program for Farm Bureau members,

The County Fire Insurance Committees approved the
general program and went home to present full informa-

\tion to Farm Bureau members at Community Farm
Bureau and other meetings.

The Michigan Farm Bureau board of delegates at the
|annual meeting in November 1953 adopted a resolution
|recommending that Farm Bureau fire and windstorm
insurance be established for members. The proposal
has been approved by the board of directors of the Mich-
,I igan Farm Bureau. The proposed fire and windstorm
insurance will be offered by Farm Bureau Mutual after
it is licensed as a multiple line insurance company.

In order to qualify for offering fire and windstorm
|insurance to Farm Bureau members, the Farm Bureau
| Mutual must raise an additional $250,000 in capital
through the sale of investment securities. It must also
show at least 5,000 applications for the insurance.

See special insurance article on page 6
for further details on program.

The County Farm Bureau Insurance Committees
accepted quotas for investment capital and applications
for charter policies, as follows:
COUNTY

GOAL GOAL

Sales of Applications for

Invesiment Fire Insurance

Securities  Charter Policies
SICONR .o iiiifianils e 1,800 52
PN LT T R S we 8,970 140
Alpena ....... 3,000 63
Antrim ..., 2,035 38
Arenac .., « 1,980 38
BAUEY ity 6,000 114
BAY it 8,375 127
BONTIE ot R bt o R 1,200 25
Berrien 11,600 161
Branch ........ 9,005 136
(62 1 To] 11 R o 4 7,205 121
(_,‘ass ................... 4,185 67
Charlevoix ............. 1,540 37
Cheboygan .............. 1,545 42
Clare 630 16
Clinton " 7,055 141
BRLOI i iissimmirad R ad et 6,500 125
noed o T SR Wy e, TR 0 S 1,180 26
Genesee ............. 6,600 114
CRERWIANL .. R S 1,825 38
Gratiot 6,605 103
Hillsdale ........... 6,435 116
BP0 ourii it 9,535 185
Ingham s 0,408 I
JORMB i inciinnciits i weiit  DOUS 106
Isabella 5,165 i
EORCD ey 880 24
Jackson .............. 4,920 83
Kalamazoo ....... 5,660 111
T P OO 325 10
Kent 6,520 121
Lapeer ....... 7,715 125
Lenawee ....... 6,830 121
Livingston ..... 7,045 136
Macomb 4,635 81
B I e e st T 1,060 20
Mason ....... 2,680 44
T T A B R R e 3,775 68
D T S e e i e A e 2,450 44
Missaukee ........ 2,070 44
Montmorency .. 1,010 22
Montcalm ........ 4,580 80
Monroe 5,030 04
Muskegon ..... 2,350 40
NEWBYHO ot it 2,855 49
Northwest Michigan .. 5,040 108
OaKIan® ...bih i 4,785 iq
Oceana ....... 3,020 02
OBEMBW | cooi i o icmiicii s st i 1,895 45
Osceola 2,985 61
Otsego ....... 480 14
ORawa ..iiimiime 6,815 122
Presque Isle ... 2,185 45
Saginaw .......... 11,150 171
Bamiag Dol 10,265 163
Shiawassee ...... 4,610 7
St Clair ... 6,225 100
St. Joseph .... 5,705 100
Tuscola 9,475 155
Van Buren ..... 9,135 139
Washtenaw ...... 8,020 153
Wayne .. 1,005 o8
e Ty (R R LR, 1,005 24
- ¢ R P R e LT T 5,303

Workshop on ng 60,357 Members

Aging is everybody's business.

The University of Michigan's 7th
annual conference on aging will
be conducted at Ann Arbor, June
28-30. Older people are invited
to come and hear what others
are doing in this field. For in-
formation write, Dr, Wilma Don-

ghue, 1510 Rackham Bldg., Aaon
Arbor,

Membership of the Michigan
Farm Bureau for 1954 stood @l
60,357 familles February 25. The
goal for 10564 is 61,310 or more,

u. - S_ expuris, “not. _ihclt;«alug
military aid shipments, were
smaller in the first nine months of

this year than in the same months
of 1952
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PURPOSE OF FARM
BUREAU

_The purpose of this Associa-
tion shall be the advancement
of our members’ Interests edu-
cationally, legislatively, and
economically.

Exec. Sec'y....d. F. Yaeger, Lansing

Carl E.

Gleason E. Halliwill,

Mrs. Carlton Ball.........Alblon, R-1

Vern Thalmann.i....Berrlen Center
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OFFICERS
President....C. E. Buskirk, Paw Paw
V-Pres. ... W. G. Hodge, Snover

Exec, V-Pres.....C, L. Brody, Lansing

DISTRICT DIRECTORS
1—Russell E. Hazel..Rlchland, R-1
2—Biaque XKnirk... Quiney, R-1
3~~Herman Howels ~Clinton, R-1
Odessa, R-1

d—A, Shellenbarger

b—Marten Oarn....oe. Charlotte, R-5
—Ward 4. Hodge.....Snover, R-1
T—Thomas Hahn.i ... Hodney

E—RKénneth Johnsoh...Fréeland, K-2
S—Ren A. DeRulter......MceBaln, R-1
10—James Mlelock e Whillgmore

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
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What They’req‘Saying...

Price Supports
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Washington, D.C.

Mr, C. L. Brody
Executive Vice-President
Michigan Farm Bureau
Dear Mr, Brody:

I am greatly disturbed by this
so-called “farm problem.” If sub-
sidy payments or price supports
are continued, T'm afraid the
problem will grow worse. How
can we get out of the situation we
are in?

Sincerely yours,
CLARE E. HOFFMAN
Feb, 1, 1054

» 0

MICHIGAN FARM BUREAU
Lansging, Michigan
Honorable Clare Hoffman
House Office Building
Washington, D.C.
Dear Clare:

I share with yvou the concern
vou express over the subsidy farm
price support program, I agree
with you that the problem is very
lable to grow worse., One of the
most disturbing factors is that so
many Congressmen of both polit-
ical parties have become subsidy-
minded and continue to encourage
their farmer constituents to be-
lieve in government guaranteed
prices.

AT THE close of the war we
would have had a difficult prob-
lem even if the best efforts of
Congress and the Administration
had been devoted to working out
of our difficulties. Instead, the
situation was used to entrench a
political machine controlled from
Washington in practically every
agricultural county in the nation.

Meeting the issues involved in
the inevitable readjustments fol-
lowing the war was repeatedly
pastponed until in 1853 they could
ng longer be sidestepped. As a
result, what was a problem in
1948 has now become a serious
dilemma,

THE REPEATED extension of
the mandatory 90% price supports
for the several basic commodities
has been responsible to a large
degree for the present maladjust-
ment in production and the waste-
ful surpluses now owned by the
Commeodity Credit Corporation.
These have now exhausted “the
£6'% billion appropriation and the
President is compelled to ask Con-
gress to raise this to at least $8%
billion.

As you know, as long as this |

mandatory 90% support provision
is in the law the Secretary of
Agriculture has no choice but to
accept more and more of the sur-
plus praduction of these commod-
ities,  This policy has put the
farmer into the position of grow-
ing crops for storage rather than
for conSumption.

IN THE case of wheat, for ex-
ample, these subsidies are made
worse by an antiquated parity
formula based on conditions as
they were in 1910-14. At that
time, it required 106 man hours to
produce 100 bushels of wheat.
Today, because of mechanization,
improved varieties, and fertiliza-
tion only 26 man hours are re-
quired to produce 100 bushels of
wheat,

This is enabling large wheat
growers on 400 to 8,000 acres or
more in the middle and north
west producing states, to continue
to walk straight into the Federal
Treasury for a price far beyond
what their costs warrant, Also it
has been stimulating marginal
wheat producing states, such as
New York and Michigan, to great-
ly increase their production.

IN MICHIGAN, for example,
in the last eight or nine vears pro-
duction has increased about 110
per cent, At present our State
Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Committee—form-
erly the PMA—is confronted with
the problem of finding storage for
15 million more bushels by May 1,
1954, The storage available is al-
veady filled with last year’s crop.
They have in eight storages facil-
ities for about one-fourth or one-
fifth of the 15 million bushels
they expect to take May 1st.

The continuation of the high
1 Widy program over the past
five vears has made our situation
Prgiressively worse. It has en-
erotrogsd and accustomed thou-
sen 't of producers to

their income instead of exercising
their own initiative in adjusting
their operations to the needs of
the consumer. The cumulative
effects of this profligate program
have now become so serious that
it is going to be extremely diffi-
cult to restore agriculture to a
private enterprise basis.

THE LARGER the subsidies
grow, the more the government
control over the operations of the
farmer increases in the way of
acreage allotments and marketing
quotas. If this program is con-
tinued, very shortly the Depart-
ment of Agriculture will be faced
with putting similar controls on
oats, barley, soybeans, and other
crops grown on the acres taken
out of production of wheat and
corn.

This will lead to forcing the
farmer either to let the diverted
| acres lie fallow, or,compel him to
put them into soil building crops.
| However, when it reaches this ex-
| treme, the government will then
have to forbid him from pasturing
| his livestock on the legumes
| grown on these diverted acres of
his own farm. The growers of
fruit and other horticultural pro-
| ducts are seriously worried over
| the probability of these diverted
acres being turned to growing
| fruits and truck crops, thus
| throwing them into a surplus po-
sition,

WE ARE
remedies

recommending
for the situation.

the pamphlet on the 1954 Policies
of the American Farm Bureau
Federation. At the bottom of
|P;tge 12, beginning with Para-
graph (1) the program the Farm
Bureau is recommending is out-
| lined.

You will note that the first
|step is to allow the 90% parity
| price supporis on basic com-
| modities fo expire at the end of
the 1954 program, and that the
principles of the permanent pro-
| visions of the Agricultural Act
| of 1949 with respect to variable
| price supports should be put into
‘eﬂecl. The Michigan Farm Bu-
Irczau strongly supports this pro-
| gram.

| By referring to the green
pamphlet of the 1954 Michigan
Farm Bureau Resolutions, you

will note at the bottom of Page 5

gates unanimously adopted the
policy of strenuously opposing
any extension of 90% supports

after Dec, 31, 1954,

OF COURSE., removing the
high mandatory support require-
ment will not in itsed constitute
the entire solution of the problem,
as is indicated in these resolu-
tions. It will, however, give the
Secretary of Agriculture and the
Administration an opportunity to
adjust supports more in line with
production and balanced with the
needs of the consumer. And to
work out of the situation as we
develop our foreign trade outlets.
We need to place more reliance on
farmers themselves and on the
processing trades, and enable the
initiative of the farmer to func-
tion in producing what the con-
sumer really needs, rather than
growing more and more of the
crops the consumer does not want
to consume.

However, during this session of
Congress, legislation should be
enactéd that will start us in the
direction that will take us where
we want to be when we get there.
Otherwise, it would seem probable
that we shall be permanently
saddled with more and more gov-
ernment controls over agriculture.
The ultimate result could well be
the permanent undermining of
the very fundamentals of the pri-
vate enterprise system and free-
dom of the individual citizen. If
we cannot reverse this leveling of
individual initiative and socialis-
tic trend now, it is difficult to see
how we can accomplish it later.

IF WE ADOPT sensible policies
now, I believe our growing popu-
lation and improved export and
domestic trade will enable us to
eventually return to a private en-
terprise economy for the farmer.
We cannot accomplish it by dish-
ing out more and more handouts
for growing the things the con-
sumer does not want. :

The program which President
Eisenhower and Secretary Benson

depend
on the Federal Govmmtugrm recommending to Congress is

\

that our Michigan Board of Dele- |

ivery closely in line with the pol-
|icies the Farm Bureau recom-
| mends, We sincerely hope our
Michigan delegation in Congress
:witl support their recommenda-
| tions.

If you wish to discugs the Farm
Bureau's position and. recom-
mendations further, members of
the American Farm Bureau staff
{at 261 Constitution Ave, N.W,,
| will be glad to provide you with
| any information desired. Secre-
tary Roger Fleming, Jack Lynn or,
I]i‘r«:ml-c Wuoolley are well informed
| on all phases of national agricul-
tural policies. Also, do not hesi-
| tate to write me further at any
lime.
| Yours sincerely,
| C. L. BRODY

Executive Vice-President

'Legislature Looks at
'Two Dairy Bills

(Continued from Page 1)

| been leading the fight against this
| bill. They find it very profitable
| to sell the “souped.up” milk at a
| higher price than that prevailing
for regular homogenized milk. It
|wi11 certainly be very interesting
| to see how this legislative battle
| develops.

| Another leading dairy issue is
| being tossed around in the House.
| This is H-249 which would permit
| sale of milk from automatic dis-
|pt:nsing machines in Michigan as
is now legal in 45 states. The

believe modern equipment would
| increase the sale of milk in res-
| taurants and public eating places.
| Erom all reports that has been the
|c:\cpe.-rlencr,- in the other states as

they have adopfed this new and
| improved method of serving milk.

The restaurant people are ac-
tively backing this legislation.

They would much prefer to han-
dle one five-gallon can than 80
half-pint bottles or cartons,

There are several brands and
styles of automatic milk dispen-
|sers in use in the other states.
|Tests have shown that milk han-
dled through them is just as sani-
|tary as that from bottles or car-
tons, It is kept in closed refriger-
|ated cabinets and is, thus, of a
| more uniform temperature when
| drawn than is possible where the
milk is served in the original con-
| tainers.

The new method is advantage-
ous from the standpoint of pro-
ducers, restaurant operators and
the consuming public. Of course,
it is vigorously opposed by the
bottle and container interests and
by some of the distributors.

SCHOOLS. Meanwhile some
of the bills favored by the Farm
Bureau are making definite pro-
gress. S-1083 would require traf-
fic tq stop both ways for a school
bus which is loading or unloading
pupils. It was approved by the
| Senate with only one opposing
vote. It has now been referred to

the House Committee on Public
Safety. That committee bottled up
| a similar bill one year ago. Hence,
| it would be very timely if your
support for the measure was reg-
istered with the Representatives.
so that they would urge favorable
action by the committee.

REFRIGERATORS. The House
and Senate have both approved
H-1 which would provide a pen-
alty for abandoning a refrigerator
without removing the latch or
door. This is in the MFB legisla-
tive program.

FERTILIZER. The House ap-
proved unanimously H-214 to
modernize Michigan's commercial
fertilizer law and bring it in line
with present’ practices, This bill
is in agreement with a resolution
on this subject adopted at the
last MFB Convention. The bill is
now pending in the Senate Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

F. B. Life Pays
$14,556 Interest

The Farm Bureau Life Insur-
ance Company on January 4 paid
$14,556 interest at 64 % for 1953
on Class A common stock amount-
ing to $323,900. This is capital
stock subscribed to start the Com-
pany.

Bulk milk handling is the prac-
tice in at least three Michigan
areas outside the starting *“tri-
angle™ of Bay City, Midland and

i , reports James G. Hays,
M.S.C. dairyman,

Or minnows fresh from Ye
edge of the ice.

For they get their limit many

In my cozy spearing shanty,

Marthy always was against if, ¢

Sits in a darkened room and
Since the guiles of television hav

the ice.

Winter Fishing, and Stuff

It's the time of winter fishing, and the neighbors young and old,
Including numerous ladies, if the utter truth is told,
Bravely clad in red plaid breeches, livery of the sporting clan,
, Warm in matching caps and jackets, take the field as best they

Take the field with simple tackle or with more elaborate gear

is now that time of year,

They do not take their journey by the old time route at all, :
Across the field and down the lane and through the cattails tall,

road, all comfortable and snug,
nd and maybe a thermos jug.

The trip is brief, a scant twelve miles, then out on the ice they go
"" Where it won't be far to a cushioned seat, nor yet to the radio,

This is the way of the modern world and when it is said and done
. I'll have to break right down and say they do have plenty’ of fun.
For bait they use these small red worms, or corn ear grubs are nice,

Olde Baite Shoppe just off the

It isn’t the way Ma brought me up but I guess it's no mistake

a day right over on Sawmill Lake.

In the time of winter fishing, here'on Hicks Street, years ago,

quite devoid of radio,

I was wont to sit in comfort and serenely contemplate
AlL the world of under water that I've seldom seen of late,

laiming that it cramped the soul

To sit humped over in the dark a-peeking through the hole.
But I eall you all to witness that the TV fan today

stares in quite the selfsame way.
e so swept the world by storm

May I not claim vindication for that shanty snug and warm?
May I not observe in passing that not even once or twice
Did the Sponsor’s Plug annoy me—there a-spearing through

R. 8. Clark
315 North Grinnell Street
Jackson, Michigan

Ask Congressmen
To Help lke

(Continued from Page 1)
the farm program recommerided

| by President Eisenhower from go-
ing into effect.

We request our Michigan mem-
bers of Congress to give aggres-
sive support to President Eisen-
hower and Secretary Benson in
their efforts to carry out this
farm program.

MICHIGAN FARM BUREAU

Board of Directors,
C. L. Brody,
Executive Vice-President

Cabbage

When choosing cabbage, seicct
|solid heads, heavy for size, free
[from yellow leaves, One pound

I|Farm Bureau delegates favored |makes seven to eight half-cup
would suggest that you refer to |this proposal, stating that they |Servings raw, four to five servings

cooked, according to home ‘econ-
omists at Michigan State College.

Good Neighbors,
Long Distance

When the tornado hit the Flint
| area last summer, it stirred the
hearts of many Michigan people.
| Not all of them lived near enough
|to Flint to be called neighbors.
| Frank Wilk, president of the
| Presque Isle County Farm Bur-
| eau, 180 miles away, asked the
|Cnmmunity Farm Bureaus in his
| county if they would like to lend
a hand to the distressed area.

The Presque Isle Farm Bureau
Women gave $50. Community
groups followed with donations to
swell the fund to $210. Moltke
Group gave $78, Black Lake turn-
ed in $25, South Rogers Group
| gave $23, Allis Group, $13;, Posen
{Group, $11, and Hawks Group,
1510,

[ Buy Farm Bureau Seed.

rates: 8 cents per word for one
more editions take the rate of

are members of the Michigan

CLASSIFIED ADS

Classified advertisements are cash with order at the following

rates based on guarantee of 50,000 or more subscribers. They

edition. Ads to appear in two or
6 cents per word edition. These

Farm Bureau.

LIVESTOCK

MAPLE SYRUP PRODUCERS

YOUNG STOCK-—Polled [{a-rr_f--r«.!
Bull, sell or trade for Holsteln Helfers,

Also, Registered Chester White Boar,
BElvin Jones, Jaynehill Farms, 1301
| Denton Hill Road, one mile south of
| Fenton, Genesee county. (3-1t-25p)

MILKING SHORTHORNS—We won
Premier Breeder award at the recent
1952 Michlgan State Falr, our 10th In
11 years, Take a short-cut to success
by headimg your herd with a young
bull from Ingleside Farm, Write or

visit Stanley M. Powell; Ionia, R-1,
Michigan, (10-tf-67h)

YORKSHIRES — 40 fall gilts and
hoars, Gilts avallable after May for

August and September farrow. Spring
pigs available after April.1. Outstand-
ing type and productlon. 9% pigs
ranigsed per litter, Descendants of sev-
eral State Fair Grand Champlons,
Marten Garn & BSons, Charlotte -5,
Michigan. (3-11-41b)

Tamworth boars,
ready for servige. Fall boars and
gilts, Bred gilts. Booking orders
now for spring weanling plgs. Suffolk
sheep, and Toy Terrler dogs. Phil
Hopkins, Homer, Michigan. (3-3t-29p)

REGISTERED

CORRIEDALE SHEEP. Does your
flock shear 10 1bs, or more of long
staple wool? If nol, ask your sheep
shearer about using a Corrlédale ram
in that part of your flock you save
yvour replacement ewes from. George
E, Mikesell, Charlotte, R-4, Michigan,

(3-t{-40b)

FOR SALE—A= I have more purehred
Oxford ewes than I can pasture. Wil
sell fifteen ewes. Your choice., Or
I will plek them out, Priced to sell
Start lambing April first. Reld J.
Kirk, Fairgrove, Michigan. (3-1t-32p)

STEEL ROOFING

"PROOF OF THE PUDDING is in
the eating,” and the proof of a
roof's actual worth l= In it weather
wenaring abllity. Unlco-Beal roofing
carries the Senl of Quality (2
ounce zine coated) Identifieation.
Patrons purchasing gialvanized roofing
with this seal are assured of & known
spocifieation. Write for free Informa-
tion and the name of your nedrest
dealer. Farm. Bureau Services, Inc,,
Steel Department, 2281 North Cedar
Street, PO Box 960, Lansing, Michigan.

(1-tf-71b)

BABY CHICKS

TOWNLINE WHITE LEGHORNS,
U. 8. Record of Performance, Pull-
orum Clean, 28 vears under R.O.P,
and progeny testing program, Bred
for stendy tmprovement of body size,
better lavers, longer laying life, bigger
eges. Order direct from breeding
source. Also our Strain Cross No. 20,
two Inbred strains of Leghorns
crossed at regular chick prices, layers
of white eggs. . 8. R.O.P. White
Rocks, for meat and eggs. New
Hampshires, Reds, Minorea-Leghorna,
Most of our customers order TownLine
stock every year because they're prof-
Itable. Reliable service. Real breeding
farm quality. Send for our Free
Catalog Today! TownLine Poultry
Farm, Box F. Zeeland, Michigan,
(12-51-08h)

FOR SALE

SELLING ACCOUNT of Niness these
maple syrup supplles: 1200 plastic
and galvanized sap buckets with covs
ere—nll practically new. Spouts, 4
barrel gnthering tank, 8 barrel stor-
age tank, quantity of new gallon
ecans, 166 gallon per hour caneolty
King Evaporator. Many small items,
(260-acre modern dairy farm for sale.)
€. J. Yokom, Mayville, Michigan. Ph.
3111 (3-1t-48p)

WE OFFER all supplies for making
and marketing pure maple 8syrup.
Order now for Immediate delivery and

be sure. Sap buekets, hucket covers,
contalners in tin and glass, - labels,
thermometers, hydrometers, filters,

Write for prices and catalog on

etc.
our complete lst of supplies, Sugar
Bush Supplles Co.,, PO Pox 1107,

Lansing 4, Michigan, Located on M-42
at 4109 West Saginaw Road, éuat west
f Lansing and Waverly golf course.
i " (2-tf-56b)

HAVE LIMITED number of bulletins
on making and marketing Pure Maple
Syrup, including delicious maple
récipes. Write Sugar Bl;e-lh fn alh;s
30 | ] T 1118 v & N,
Company, Box 1107, Lans !I“(z-ﬂl-zibj

» WOMEN

PINKING SHEARS., Only §L05
postpaid. Chromium plated, precision
made, Manufacturer's Christmas
overstock. Guaranteed $7.95 valueg or
money refunded. Order by mailL
Lincoln Surplus Sales, l“TIf;q ‘;\‘w-t Far-
e ve., Ciicago 26, nols,

Vi gl (3-3t-30b)

GOOD MONEY In Weaving. Weave
rugs at home for nelghbors on $60.50.
Union Loom. Thousands doing It
Booklet free. Unlon Looms, 174 Post

Street, Boonville, N. Y. (2-3t-24b)

FARM MACHINERY

SPECTAL SALE on Used Equipment.
1 Farmall *H" with hydraulic system,
wheel weights, helt pulley, battery.
Reconditioned and palnted, good tires.
This tractor with cultivator, $6560.00,
1 Farmall "H" with hydraullc system,
wheel welghts, belt pulley and battery.
Reconditioned and painted. Good tires,
$606.00, 1 Allle-Chalmers “C" com-
pletely overhauled with new sleeves
and- pistons, new paint, new tires.
Comp, with cultivetor, $125.00. 1
John Deere “H'. belt pulley, motor
excellent condition, good rubber, com-
plete with *cultlvator, $400,00, 1
Sliver King tractor In A-1 condition
with cultivator, $260.60, 1 Interna-
tional power-lift cultivator for “"H"
or “M", like new, §$65.00,

1 6-ft. leaner Combine with PTO,
demonstrator, good condition, 3500.00.
1 B-ft. Gleaner Comhine, motor driven
good eondition, $660:00. 1 12-1t, Self
Prgpelled Combine. This eombine needs
walnting. TFor & man mechanically
nelined here is a chance to sAve
$3.000.00, $1,000.00, 1 Oliver Baler
with Wisconsin Air Cooled Motor,
$3560.00,

1 4-Row Black Hawk Planter with
fertilizer attachment. Good con-
dition, $125.00, 1 2-Row Black Hawk
Planter with fertilizer attachment.
Like new, §$150.00, Also, all sizes of
used plows and disc harrows.

This equipment is located at Farm
Bureau Services, Ine,, uip-
ment Division, Franklin 8t, Mt
Pleasant, Michigan., Offered subject
to prior sale. (3-1t-226b)

AGENTS

RUN A SPARBE-TIME Greeting Card
and Gift Shop at home. Show friends
samples of our new 1064 All-Occasion
Greeting Cards and Gifts, Take thelr
arders and earn up to 100% profit. No
experience necessary. Costs nothing to
try. Writs today for samples on ap-
proval, Regal Oreetings. Dept. 141,
Ferndale, Michigan, (3-tf-52b)

BUSINESS

.
HAVE PROFITABLE Home Busi-
ness, New booklet, 101 Ideas.” 26
cents coin or nihe 3-cent stamps,
Armntrurg. Dept. 7, 219 North Fran-
Bend 1

e : (-1t-22p)

e

Promoted = - '

NORWOOD EASTMAN, coordi-
nator of the organization dep’t for
the Michigan Farm Bureau, on
March 1 was given the added re-
sponsibility of supervising all
field operations. His new duties
include supervision of the eight
regional Farm Bureau member-
ship representatives and the field
assistant for Junior Farm Bureau.
Mr. Eastman came to the Farm
Bureau in 1950 as coordinator of
Junior Farm Bureau activities.

Ferris Leach
President of
Soil Districts

DAN E. REED

Ferris Leach, Osceola county
Soil Conservation District chair-
man; was named President of the
Michigan Association of Soil Con-
servation Districts at its annual:
meeting at Kellogg Center during
Farmers” Week.

Mr. Leach succeeded Herb Van
Aken, Eaton county, who was not
a candidate for re-election. Mr,
Aken'is now a member of the
State Agricultural Stabilization
and Conservation Committee,
formerly PMA.

Mr. Leach is -active in the
Osceola County Farm Bureau
and served as president for four
years. He represented the Michi-
gan Association at the National
Convention of Soil Conservation
District Associations in New Or-
leans in February.

At the Association’s annual
banquet John Handy of Berrien
county, introduced Robert Linck
as the winner of the State Soil
Conservation speaking contest,
Mr. Linck is a Farm Bureau mem-
ber in Lapeer county and is a di-
rector of the Lapeer Soil Conserv-
ation District. His address,
“Democrady At Work In My Soil
Conservation District” is a factual
account of the organization and
development of the Lapeer dist-
rict,

Agricultural agents and district
foresters can give helpful advice
on what trees are best to plant in

1954"Election i
Dates to
Remember

May 1—Last date for new

parties to file for place on ballot,

June 4—Last date to issue call
for state convention.

June 15—Last date for partisan
candidates ta file nominating peti-
tions. X

June 18—Last date for partisan
candidates to withdraw.

June 19—Last date to issue call
for county conventions.

June 29—Last date for non-
partisan candidates to file peti-
tions.

July 2—Last date for non-parti-
san candidates to withdraw.

July 2—Last date to file peti-
tions-to amend State Constitution
(General Election).

July 6—Last date to register
for primary election.

July 31—2 p. m. deadline for
absentee ballot applications for
Primary election.

August 3—Primary election.

August 4—11 a. m. meeting of
county boards of canvassers.

August 11—Last date for coun-

e— |
ty clerk to transfer primary ye.
sults to Secretary of State,

August 11-15—Political partjes
to hold county conventions ped
tween these two dates.

August 13—County committes
to be selected by this date,

August 13—Last date for candj.
dates to file expense accountg
with the county clerk.

August 18—Board of State Cap,.
vassers must meet by this date,

August 21—Last date for holq.
ing state party convention,

October 4—Last date for regis.
tration.

Qctober 30—2 p. m. deadline fgp
application for absentee ballots,

November 2—General Novem.
ber Election.

November 3—11 a. m. meeting
of county board of canvassers,

November 22—Board of State
Canvassers must meet by this
date. Last date for candidates toy
file expense accounts.

December 4—Last date to fije
petitions to amend State Congsti.
tution (Spring Election).

The average U, S. farmer usgeg
his tractor 700 hours a year, re.
ports Robert G. White, M. S. ¢,
farm engineer. Machirery is 5
better buy than labor if you put j
@glwork but a ppor buy if it stands
iaile,

There’s no question
WHO pays for

WHAT

with STATE MUTUAL’S
“/ALL-IN-ONE* Protection Plan

‘When you suffer loss from

fire or wind you want just ONE

thing . . . PROMPT SETTLEMENT |N FULL!

With this non-assessable "ALL-IN-ONE" plan there's no argu- ‘
ment where one insurance company's responsibility ends and the ¢

other's begins.

There's less 'papu work, quicker action

the STATE MUTUAL way.

POLICY :
COMPANY -
AGENT

PREMIUM

 State Mutual WSURANCE COMPANY

702 Church Street, Flint 3, Michigan

E R. DINGMAN, President  H. K. FISK, Secretary

sun or shade, damp or dry areas.

**Stete Mutvol Insures Every Filth Form in Michigan . . . Ask Your Neighbor!’*

Farm Bureau feeds follow research as closely
as practicable under feeding conditions. Proof?
First dairy and hog feeds to carry trace

(a)

minerals and Vitamin D. (b)

feeds to use extra vitamins for “pick-up” to
(¢) First poultry and

under-privileged flocks.
hog feeds to call attention to
“Bu", (d) poultry and hog

Aureomycin, Terramycin and Penicillin to assure

wider protection. /

These facts appeal to the head.

facts that appeal to the heart.

with your head —

any other feed.

Closely

First poultry

A.P.F. content,
feeds to carry

Then the
(a) Our unity

HEAD and HEART

_ Farm Bureau members, as a group, are most
intelligent buyers of -commodities needed for
their farm operations.
it seems they follow the sound advice of ‘Buy

From their comments,

and your heart.'

Here's what they say:

Farm Bureay feeds have produced more
profitable results over the last 33 years than

Farm Bureau feeds are open formula. We
know how they are made. We can ask feeding
experts to pass on their values.

Farm Bureau Feeds Follow Research

in promoting and supporting a Farm Bureau
program on commodities we buy, can bulld a
strong, virile organization that is of - for - and
by farmers. NO ONE BUT US CAN BUILD
SUCH AN ORGANIZATION.
ing Farm Bureau feeds, seeds, fertilizer, etec,
we can help the Co-operatives who handle them,
and the independent dealer who supports the
Farm Bureau program, to become better and
stronger merchandisérs.

(b) By purchas-

Lower Production Costs

Farm' Bureau feeds help lower production costs. Farm Bureau feeds help promote better
health. Farm Bureau feeds help your prosperity. Drop your Feed Department any questions
you may want answered regarding our Farm Bureau feed program.

Ask Your Farm Bureau Feed Dealer for

Farm Bureavu Services, Inc.

Feed Department

Facts

221 N. Cedar Streat
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i‘ﬁrtlllzers
Ready Now

v Fertilizer storage facilities in
\Michigan are crowded with well-
cured plant foods, advises Paul J.
Rood, Michigan State College
.s0il scientist, .

Now is the time to get fertilizer
of the kind and amount needed
for successful 1954 operations.
Fertilizer prices have not increas-
‘ed and no price increase is ex-
pected, he reports, but fertilizer
will mean extra yields that can
iput extra dollars in farmer
pockets.

Buy Farm Bureau Seed.

PURE CRUSHED

TRIPLE SCREENED

OYSTER SHELL

waae e she

FARM BUREAU MILLING CO. Inc.
. CHICAGO. ILL.

tagle

Healthy hens, more eggs

WITH A

CONCRETE
POULTRY HOUSE

' For healthier and more pro-
ductive flocks, build a con-
crete poultry house. Concrete

' has no crevices for lice and
other parasites. It keeps out
rats, weasels and vermin. It

.is easy to keep warm, clean

jand dry. Most important of

;'-.all-—concrefe can't burn!

If you need help get in
touch with a concrete con-
tractor or building material
‘dealer in your area. Send
today for free booklets on
concrete poultry houses and
-other economical concrete
improvements for your farm.

PORTLAND CEMENT
- ASSOCIATION

" Olds Tower Bldg., Lansing 8, Mich.
, A national ofpniﬂl.lon to Improve and extend thai

uses of d and concrete . . . through

scienlific research and engineering field work

Dean Hardin’s
Presentation

to C. L. Brody

At General Meeting at
Farmers’ Week, February 3
“The development of agricul-

ture in the State of Michigan
over the past several decades has
been nothing short of phenome-
nal. Thousands of people have
had a hand in this development.

"THERE areafew among this
large group whose contributions
have been unusual—persons who
have provided strong leadership,
imagination and initiative, and
whose influence has been great.

“As a feature of Farmers' Week
the general committee has elect-
ed to pay special tribute to three
of those whose contributions to
Michigan Agriculture has been
particularly outstanding.

“TODAY, Wednesday, February
3, we present to the Hon. Clark
L. Brody the Michigan State
College Award for Distinguished
Service to Agriculture.

“Mr. Brody graduated from
Michigan Agricultural College
a half century ago in 1904. He
returned to his home community
near Three Rivers where he en-
gaged in farming until 1915,
Since that time he has been
associated with many phases of
Michigan agriculture and has re-
ceived both state and national
acclaim for his contributions and
service.

“This award is but a token of
the esteem and great respect held
for Mr. Brody By his Jnany
friends here at the College and
throughout the state for his more
than three decades of service
to Michigan agrieulture and to
the College—a period of time
during which he served as one
of Michigan's first county agri-
cultural agents, as executive
secretary of the Michigan Farm
Bureau and as a member of the
State Board of Agriculture.

“FOLLOWING six years as
county agricultural agent of St.
Clair County, Mr. Brody became
executive secretary of the Farm
Bureau; in that same year—19821
—he was elected to the State
Board of Agriculture, the govern-
ing body of Michigan State
College, and has served continu-
ously since that time—including
11 years as its charman.

“During his wyears with the
Farm Bureau, he was instrumen-
tal in seeing its membership
grow to 57,000 Michigan farm
families and its business activities
increase to $30 million per year.
He served as executive secretary
until 1952, when he became ex-
ecutive vice president.

“DURING his period of ser-
vice with the State Board of
Agriculture, governing body of
the College, Mr. Brody has seen
the enrollment of the College
increase from about 1,600 in 1921
to a postwar high of more than
16,000. He has helped to plan
and guide the tremendous build-
ing program of the College, of
which a major share has been
constructed on a self-liquidating

basis.

For Distinguished Service .

Photo Courtesy of The State Journal, Lansing

- AWARDS for distinguished service to Michigan agriculture over a long period of years were

given three well known men during Farmers’ Week at Michigan State College, Feb, 4-8.

Left to

right, Clark L. Brody. John Strange and George Bishop. Dean C. M. Hardin of the school of ag-
riculture, displays a plagque like each man received.

MR. BRODY is executive vice-
president of the Michigan Farm
Bureau and chairman of the state
board of agriculture. He first
became associated with both or-
ganizations in 1921, The Brody
family were pioneer settlers in
St. Joseph county. Mr.,” Brody
owns a 325-acre dairy and
poultry farm there,

MR. STRANGE is a former
state commissioner of agriculture,
He has been active in Farm Bu-
reau, 4-H club, and other agri-
cultural and civic programs

throughout his life. His 390-acre
farm near Grand Ledge in Eaton
county has been in the family
since 1836.

MR. BISHOP has been secre-
tary manager of the Upper Pen-
insula Develdopment Bureau since
1921.
developing dairy,

He has been a leader in
forestry and
other farm programs in the Upper
Peninsula,

“Mr. Brody's influence has ex-
tended far beyond the boundaries
of the state of Michigan. He has
served on numerous mnational
committees and commissions,
and his influence and interests
in the field of national agricul-
tural policy are known through-
out the notion. Just recently
he was named by President Eisen-
hower to the national Board of
Directors of the Farm Credit

Administration of the United
States.
“Mr. Brody, congratulations

on all your achievements and it
is a privilege indeed to present
to you on behalf of Michigan
State College this engraved
plaque in recognition of your
leadership and great contributions
to the field of agriculture and
higher education., In addition
your picture with an appropriate
citation is -being placed in the
main floor vestibule of Agricul-
ture Hall on the campus.”

Take Inventory
Farmers who think they are go-
ing into the hole financially
should take an inventory of their
farm business to see just where
they stand. An inventory is a’
good remedy for a touch of the
blues, says John .Doneth, farm
management specialist at Michi-
gan State College. ‘

Buy Farm Bureau Feeds. \
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Return, This 4 ICHIGAN ELEVATOR EXCHANGE
Box 328 |
COUPON. 1 Lansing 4, Michigan !
A Licensed ' am interested in obtaining further information about the y
Salebinan securities of the Michigan Elevator Exchange and the !
Will' Gail proposed expanded grain terminal and storage program.l
! a | Please have a licensed salesman call on me. I
to Present I
You with a : NAME ...........u--...............--.....................-..........u..-------.-u....-..-.....l
|
T G DD REBS - hsiec i mere ot cicisirersnsrat BB NG i 218
. * . L-——-—-—--—--o——-—--—-——-—J

This is not, gnd under no circumstances is to be construed as, an offering of these
securities for sale, or as a solicitation of offers to buy any of such
The offering is made only by the Prospectus.

An Offering

- MICHIGAN ELEVATOR EXCHANGE
CLASS A COMMON STOCK

Not to Exceed 49, Dividend, Non-Cumulative, Non-Assessable

The proceeds of this offering will be used ‘pri-
marily to finance the construction of additional grain
terminal facilities to assist Michigan farmers in
their grain marketing and storage program. Such
expansion will not be less than
. and will probably not exceed 600,000 bushels. This
- expansion is in addition to the present expansion
of 1,000,000 bushels now under construction at the
issuer’s 800,000 bushel terminal near Ottawa Lake.

Storage space in the issuer’s terminal facilities
will be reserved for the first use of the individual
investors, at the rate of one bushel

250,000 bushels,

for each dollar
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WESLEY S. HAWLEY
Co-ordinator, Community Farm Bureau Promotion

Things are moving so fast in this day and age, that a
farmer who is not in a good farm organization like Farm
Bureau is really by himself “alone.”

He is about as much out of things as the one who tries

to farm today with the tools of the horse and buggy age.
How slow and ineffective that would be in foday's competi-

tion!

To really be effective as a farmer and citizen, one

needs to be in the Farm Bureau., the largest and most
effective farm organization in the world.

To really be in Farm Bureau, he should be part of a
local Community Farm Bureau group and participate reg-
ularly each month with his neighbors, Members who really
want to have a voice in shaping good things for agriculture
and fo really be in the race which is “to the swift,” must
recognize the necessity of a local Community Farm Bureau
as his most valuable means of helping to make agriculture

effective.

To the member who is not in a Community Farm Bureau
or does not have one near by, we urge that you affiliate with

one or help to organize one

immediately. You might offer

to sponsor a meeting in your own home, inviting in your

neighbors to start a group.

“Yes, the race is io the swift.”

Your Farm Bureau must

match falents and wits with other effective organized groups.

MFB Board Backs
Farm Marketing Idea

A special session of the Michi-
gan Farm Bureau board of di-
rectors at Lansing Feb. 24 un-
animously endorsed the new ver-
sion of *A Program to Strengthen
Michigan Agriculture through
Marketing Research and Educa-
tion.”

THE NEW proposal, soon to be
before the legislature, asks for
$330,000 for the work. It requests
$150,000 for the MSC Agr'l Ex-
periment Station for research in
farm marketing. It asks $180,000
for the MSC Agr'l Extension serv-
ice for programs in farm market-
ing with farmers, retailers, and
consumers.

For months a committee com-
posed of representatives of farm
groups, State Dep't of Agricul-
ture, Michigan State College Ex-
tension Service and Experiment
Station, and retailers have been
working on a plan for expanding
Michigan's farm markets.

THE COMMITTEE at one time
told Governor Williams they
thought their objectives would
call for an appropriation of $500,-
000. He included that item in his
budget.

It became apparent that the
legislature would not go that far,
so the whole program was re-
drafted to come within $330,000.

An appropriation bill to carry
out the new program will be of-
fered the House soon by Repre-

sentative Carl Lindquist of Iron

River. It may be offered in the
Senate simultaneously.

Since the matter came up after
our November, 1953 annual meet-
ing, the Michigan Farm Bureau
could not take a position on it un-
til the board of directors had had
time to study it.

The objectives of the program
are:

1. To win a larger share of
Michigan’s vast food market for
Michigan's farm products.

2. To increase consumption of
Michigan farm products in the na-
tional market.

3. To provide information
which will assist the farmer in ad-
justing his production to current
and anticipated demands.

4. To provide information
which will permit the farmer to
arrive at more advantageous
marketing decisions,

5. To provide information
which will enable homemakers to
develop more nutritious diets at
lower costs.

6. To provide information
which will assist the 14,000 food
retailers in the State in adopting
the latest merchandising tech-
niques, in improving marketing
efficiency, and in promoting sales
of Michigan farm products.

Farmers who want to be sure
to have seedlings to grow Christ-
mas trees can grow them from

seed, suggests Lester Bell, M.S.C.
forester.

Farm Tractor
Responds to

Grooming

The tractor is the modern work
horse. It needs frequent groom-
ing if you. want to avoid grief.

That's the word from agricul-
ural engineers at Michigan State
College. Here are some hints
they give to avoid tractor com-
plaints:

WIPE OFTF ignition cables, coils,

| distributor and spark plug in-

sulators every day or two.
Grease attracts dust and damp
dust becomes a moist wick

causing the high voltage to leak
or short circuit and engines to
miss; stall or fail to start.

To do a good cleaning job,
moisten a rag with solvent. It
works with the truck and family
car, too.

KEEP TABS on hours you op-
erate the tractor. Spark plugs
should be cleaned, adjusted and

CzB

CORRUGATED -
CEMENT STAVE

SILO

The new C&B CORRUGATED
cement staves give four poipt
bearing on each galvanized steel
rod because each stave is curved
to the diameter of the silo. C&B
CORRUGATED staves are made of
wet-cast, Vibrated Concrete, which
gives them greater strength and
density . . . when you buy a C&B
you get the finest and most perfect
silo obtainable,

{CaB

CEMENT STAVE
SILOS are 259,
stronger than ordi-
C & B SILO COMPANY
938 N. COCHRAN, CHARLOTTE, MICHIGAN
end
3841 OPAL ST., 5.W., GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

nary silos,

SEE US FOR
FULL INFORMATION

checked every 100 hours—that's
equal to 4,000 to 5000 miles on
your car. Dirt or fouled plugs
mean wasted fuel, power loss
and frequent overheating.

Keep up the water level of
the battery and make sure the
holes in the vent plugs are not
clogged with dust—pent-up gas
pressure can split the cell
casings.

MAKE checking the oil level
and lubrication daily habits.

strokes of the grease gun.

in an expensive job, has many
causes, But first check the fan
belt—it may be loose and slip-
ping. An insect-clogged radiator
core is another cause. Also make
sure you're not overloading the
engine with too heavy & task
too long,

Taste Appeal

When it comes to providing
taste appeal, onions are an excel-
lent way to obtain it. Use the big

For every 10 hours of operation | white onions called “Spanish” for
there are vital points—king pins, milk
tie rod ends, etc. that need twolyellnw
| Globes"
Overheating, which can result taste,

flavor, and the smaller
ones known as “Yellow
for a slightly stronger

:
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Insist on the best
fence

local co-op!

Genuine Pittsburgh Farm and
Poultry Fence costs no more than
ordinary galvanized fence!

don’t take just any

—get genuine Pittsburgh farm and
poultry fence, barbed wire, and welded
wire mesh from the established ware-
house point in your county. Ask your

Pittshurgh Fence

a product of
Pitisburgh Steel Company

Farm Fence Specialists since 1901
Grant Building * Pittsburgh 30, Pa.

ENROLLMENT CLOSES MARCH 15!

Act now to get Michigan’s most
widely used health-protection plan

through

Annual Enrollment!

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS—

Once again BLUE CROSS - BLUE SHIELD opens
enrollment for a limited time, to offer you

the Farm Bureau

Low Cost—All this eosts just a few cents a’ day,

because BLUE Cross-BLUE SHIELD are non-

family-wide protection against hospital and

doctor bills. But you must aet now, before

March 15—the date enrollment closes!

BLUE Cross - BLUE SHIELD are Michigan’s
most widely used health-care plans because
they provide the broad protection you and your
family need. Only through this BLug Cross-
BLue SHIELD group coverage can you obtain

the best protection!

All these benefits give

that's priceless!

Full family protection—Your wife and all en-
rolled dependent children get exactly the same

benefits as you do.

BLUE CROSS Comprehensive Group Hospital
Plan covers a broad range of benefits . ... up to
120 days of care . .. in any of over 200 partic-
ipating Michigan hospitals. There are also
special provisions for benefits in participating
hospitals of other Blue Cross Plans or other
hospitals anywhere in the world!

profil plans .
made possible by group partieipation.

Join the more than 100,000
Michigan Farm Bureau family
members who belong to

Blue Cross-Blue Shield

Your County or Group Blue Cross secretary

.. built on individual initiative...

ean tell you about enrolling!

you protection

BLUE SHIELD Medical-Surgical Plan pays lib-
eral amounts to licensed doctors, world-wide,
for more than 5000 listed medical-surgieal pro-

cedures. In non-surgical cases it also helps
pay your doctor bill when yeur doctor visits

you in the hospital.

THIS IS YOUR TICKET TO
WORRY.FREE RECOVERY

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD
Michigan Haowpilal Service— Michigan Medical Service

234 8tate Street, Detroit 26, Michigan
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Activities of Farm Bureau W

"Five Counties
Report on
Their Work

MAS. THEO MOHN
Quincy
Chairman of MFB Women for
District 2 and member of
State Advisory Council

District No. 2 of Women of the

Alfalfa, Clover
Build Nitrogen

A good crop of alfalfa, sweet
clover or red clover can put the
nitrogen In 500 pounds per acre of
ammonlum sulfate on Your land,
reminds M. B, Tesar, Michigan
State College farm crops
searcher. These three legumes are
the best for supplying nitrogen,
100 pounds per acre, worth from
$15 to 320.

re-~

Buy Farm Bureau Insurance.

Farm Bureau is comprised of the
Y " following counties: Jackson, Cal-
INS UI{F houn, Lenawee, Hillsdale and
4 || Branch. While the activities of
. | these counties vary in accordance
YOUR | with their needs, they all are
working for the same purpose.
A Betterment of Farm Bureau at all
(/ R 0 PS It.imes! This article will let you
| become better acquainted with
1 s the various activities, their pro-
AGAINST !JL’l'tH and goals. £
2 |
]{ A II | Branch County
L - Mrs. Robert George, Chairman
| Branch County may work a lit-
Last year hail took a tre- ||tle differently than some others.
mendous toll in Michigan field || By this I mean that the County
erops. We peid for 1 g in 38 Farm ‘Bureau has large rural-ur-
Michigan counties where hail || ban meetings attended by couples
damaged crops of our policy |[from the farm and the city. The
holders. women also have separate rural-
You can never avoid hail ||urban meetingsona smaller scale,
amage, but you can avoid fi- These ladies work on all State
al lozs. We have been ||projects, such as nurse recruit-
providing Michigan farmers ment, Sister Kenny, Associated |
with sound, inexpensive hail || Country Women of the World.
insurance on farm and garden || They serve kickoff dinners, help
erops for the past 43 years, in roll call and are very active in
Ours is a mutual company, publie relations affairs. They also |,
owned and operated by far- served ice cream .'m(_l cake and |
mers, for farmers. Our policy held a cake _a—uchnln n'r_rm_\-.'hwh
gives “blanket coverage"—you they made $1 5. This was given to
do not have to insure each crop ||the¢ 4H Cabin fund. Branch
separately. Protect your crops Itnunt}.' Women are very helpful
with Michigan Mutual Hail In- || in the camp sponsored by Dis- |
sirance. < ‘Then whenever it ||tricis 1 and 2 held at St. Mary’'s |
comes. whenever it strikes, hail || Lake in March of each year.
cannot eause you financial loss. Programs concerning legisla-
tion, safety, health, public rela-
Ask your Local Agent or ||tions and many others are taken
Write for Details. Agents ||up at our council meetings held
Wanted in Certain Areas. each month, and at the four quar-
- . terly meetings in which all wo-
Mln'“gan Mutual Hall men of the county participate.
|
Insurance Co. || Calhoun County
208 North Capitol Ave. | Mrs. Roy Lord Chairman
414 Mutual Bldag. Lansing In March Calhoun will be co-
Over $18,000,000 Insurance in Eorce. || hostess with Kalamazoo county -of
Sm'niuav;? sg’ﬁz{baf;wmef's District 1 at our combined ‘sprjng
camp. Last August at our County

omen of District 2

companies’ fabulating dep't.

the billing machine above.

H. M. COSIER 'is shown watching an International Business Machine address
semi-annual premium notices for the Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company at the rale of 20
a minute and with complete accuracy. Mr. Cosier is supervisor of our Farm Bureau insurance
The same machine is used for our Life Company premium notices.
Each policyholder in both companies has an IBM address card which is punched o show his name
and address. make.and year of car, premium date, etc.
deals with coverages and rates,
billing purposes the cards are maiched up by a collating machine, The combined cards are fed through
Electrical contacts made through perforations in the cards set up
electrical impulses. This causes the machine to print on the premium notice information from both
cards in a little over a second of time. The notices are fed through the machine in a continuous roll.
The IBM has 80 counters for totals on all of its operations.

This Machine Does Everything

-

and imprint

He has also an IBM billing card which

The cards are kept in separate files in numerical order. For

were one of the first
the State to have a

Fair we
groups in
milk booth.

|" We have given money to our
| County Community Building in
| Marshall instead of other projects
las we feel it is something for all
of us. We also voted to give the
| 4-H Mother’s Club $25 to help buy
| new kitchen equipment for the
building, Our building is 40" by
80’ and we. are proud 'to be a part
|of one of the County groups to
ake this building possible,

| m
| We entertained in our homes

| three foreign students from Wayne |

University. One was from Brazil,
|one from Chile and the third one
from Africa. We enjoyed their
comparisons of their country and
our country.

At our meetings we make from
four to six dozen cancer dressings
every time for the Calhoun Coun-
ty Cancer Society, We have had
films shown at our meetings on

WINDSTORM DANGER
SEASON IS HERE

Check Your Windstorm Policy

to see if you have adequate coverage

BE SAFE, and insure with us; the oldest and largest
company of its kind in Michigan, and
the second largest of its kind in the ,
World.

" e
a " 4

MICHIGAN

'MUTUAL WINDSTORM
INSURANCE C0. 225

MICHIGAN

CRTILIZER. -+~

$58.50

A R

.. 39.00
$19.50
PROFIT

B BN S8
B

OTAL NET

| cancer,
Every year we serve the roll
| call dinner, and many of us w
{on roll call,
carried

being on

| people.

‘ For the last several years we |lawyer speak to us on woman's |
|have sent two ladies to the Twin | property rights. Two German high |

5

MISS EVELYN CANTWELL (left) and Miss Rosie Alfonso
(right) use key punch machifies to translate information from Farm

ork | ) g : iel
We voted to pay $25 | Bureau Mutual and Farm Bureau Life accounting dep't into address

toward the three women's projects |
State-wide. In|
| January we sent two delegates 10| .,
| Saginaw for the Rural Health | tistical

(:nn[prcnce, We learned at this about the work their husbands |on their way to success.
meeting there are too few rural were doing, such as fruit growing,
people who attend these meetings. | medicine, dairying, factory work.
M(?:L:t_ of the people are district|  heat growing,
public health nurses and urban:sheep raising.

cards and billing cards punched to show information needed on
premium notices. The cards are used in various IBM machines for
making premium notices and for providing the great volume of sta-
information required in the insurance business.

The
money for this fund is raised by
our Fair Booth exhibit, and sale
of aprons and fancy work at the
Fair.

Besides working county-wide,
Farm Bureau folks feel the urge
to get better acquainted with one

teaching, and

At another meeting we had a

Lakes Camp near Traverse City [ school students talked to us about | another in their own communities,

and will do so this vear.

We are | their

planning another Rural-Urban Day |

| for this year.
| Last year we were lucky to have
| . " M %

|an account of the Washington trip
| to visit Congress with the AFBF.
Our county representative re-
ported, Some of our people took
from their experience why we
should keep the government 0ut|
of our business. '

place at the State'speaking con-
test, She has been doing a good
job appearing before City Women's
Clubs, Kiwanis, Rotary, Exchange |
and other clubs to tell the farm-
er's Story. We have also picked
up used clothing, furniture and
a number of other things for the
Goodwill Industries.

Hillsdale County

Mrs. Leon Kulow, Chairman

The Hillsdale County Farm Bu-
reau Woman's Commitiee meets
every month. We have had a
Rural Urban meeting, each lady

_ i have $260 loaned to another .airl,’
a trip to England and can tell | We have also decided to give $500 |50 closely knitted to the Rural

|in the safety program.
One of our ladies won first|had a program planning meeting | tain delegates from Greater Jack-
|and are planning a bigger and |son Association but in turn they

attending brought a city friend. | her training
After luncheon and a business|young ladies who have received |
meeting several « ladies talked |the previous scholarships are well'justly proud of the fact, that they

native lands at
meeting.

We had a booth at the
where we sold aprons; the money
went into a fund for scholarships.
We are helping 2 nurses, and a opportunity to wor
boy in medical school, and also|local problems.

Because the city of Jackson is

another |and so with that in mind you will

find two or three local groups de-
fair | scending on one hostess group.
| Such gatherings not only promote
closer ties, but also give us the
k together on

towards a new Farm Bureau of-|communities, a Rural-Urban day
fice building. We are co-operating |js an annual event. Not only do
We have | the Farm Bureau Women enter-

better program for 1954. — Mrs.
Dale Reppert, Sec’y.

Jackson County

Mrs. George Crissenberry,
Chairman

Jackson County Farm Bureau
Women are again sponsoring a
Nurses Scholarship, This will be|{ Each year a trip to some place
the fourth year that such a pro-|of interest is planned. Often we
gram has been in progress, A |seek such places outside our own
cheek for $260 is given a worthy | county, but this year we visited
girl from Jackson county who |the Bell Telephone Co., Gilbert
meets with the requirements. One | Choeolate Factory, Cily TFire
requirement is that she must takei House, and Friendly Home for
in Michigan., The Older Ladies.
Jackson Farm Bureau women are

are entertained once a year by the
Greater Jackson Association. We
feel that a great step is' being
taken in an effort to a better un-
derstanding through this effort.
We are afforded an opportunity to
tell them of our problems and
likewise listen to theirs,

25 ACRES PROPERLY
FERTILIZED WITH "FARM
\BUREAU PLANT FOOD"THAN

ON 50 ACRES WITH NO
PLANT . FOOD AT ALLZ,

’ PLANT 25
1GH RATE of
gosTING #20.

‘ ts per
fixed Costs P 5 .

Toxe“ e‘C.
ou a Net profit per Acf

£5) x $52.60 = $131°

e ofcooert’

Leaving ¥ TOTAL NETP

have been asked to decorate the in the Adrian Milk Producers
Bungalow and windows of the Luilding and have very good pro-
Jury-Rowe store for window night, | grams. They plan some tour for
March 18, 1954. This display is cach meeting like the Home for
sponsored by Successful Farming|Girls and institutions and indus-
Magazine.—Mrs, William Kappler.|trial plants. They also follow
- the state projects and assist in
Lenawee County |[.on call and their projects seem
Mrs. Harvey Warner,

Chairman |to meet the needs of their com-
Lenawee county women meet | munity. They, like Branch, do

not have money making as their
main objective. They will be
hostesses for our District meet-
ing on May 1lth.

It's hard to beat an alfalfa-
bromegrass-ladino mixture for
pasture and forage, claim M.S.C.
farm cropsmen and animal spe-
cialists.

When moving shrubs and trees, it pays
to add humus to the soil. Extension for-
esters at Michigan State College say for
best results mix peat moss thoroughly
with the planting soil. It prevents soil
packing, helps drainage, and lets in air
which plants must have to survive. They
also advise a surface mulech'of peat moss,
straw or composted leaves, to slow down

" evaporation, weed growth and tempera-
ture changes. Healthy trees and shrabs
need mulching, pruning, watering and
fertilizing on schedule,

[T

Add humus when you
transplant shrubs

Valuable Farm Tools

The telephone is one of the most valu-
able tools on the farm. It helps the farmer
get market information, arrange ship-
ments, engage truckers, and saves him

" time and money in many ways. And Long
Distance, of course, is the fast, easy way
to keep in touch with friends and rela-
tives out of town. The cost is surprisingly
low, especially after 6 p.m. and on Sun-
days when reduced bargain rates are in
effect. The operator will gladly give i;ou
the rates to any points you'd like to call.

MICHIGAN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY

YEP...EVERY MAN
IS THE OFFSPRING

OF HIS OWN DEEDS..
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to you and your family.

§07 SOUTH GRAND AVENUL .

LAHSIHC, MICHIGaAN

The saving habit is a worthwhile asset in any man's character.

Starting a FIP savings program is a deed that returns great dividends
You'll be amazed at how much a FIP account
gets to be worth with deposits of only a few dollars a month. Ask your
Farm Bureau Insurance Agent to tell you the story of FIP. It's a remark-
able protected savings plan especially for farm families, :

FARM BUREAU Life INSURANCE
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Annual Reports of Farm Bureau Insurance Companies

Auto Company Has
26,400 as °54 Goal

NILE VERMILLION
Assistant Secretary for Insurance

From his Report to Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company
at- 5th Annual Meeting at Lansing, February 24, 1954
Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company has con-

tinued its steady growth through five very successful
years,

On December 31, 1953, we had 40,844 Farm Bureau
members as automobile policyholders. They have 42,347
automobiles and trucks insured with us. We had 6,577
farm liability insurance policies in force for a combined
total of 47,421.

Our goal for 1953 was 45,000 policyholders.

Our goal for 1954 is 56,400 policyholders. We expect
47,500 or more Farm Bureau members will be automo-
bile policyholders, and 8,900 or more will have farm

:;

HOME OFFICE. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Co

building at 507 South Grand Avenue, Lansing.

Farm Bureau Insurance Co’s Home Office

pimy and
Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company occupy most of this office

The present home

liability policies.

We started with 3,600 charter automobile policies in
September of 1949, Today we have nearly 12 times

that number of automobile
We paid this past year

policies in force,

13,035 claims in behalf of

policyholders for a total of $1,086,822.

In five years of growth Farm Bureau Mutual's assets
have increased neatly eight times,—from $340,000 to
$2,405,000. Surplus and special reserves to policyholders

have grown to $1,137,000.

Your Company has been able to finance its remark-
able growth by accumulating profits which it has retained

to provide a safety factor
policyholders,

for its growing number of

With the successful growth of the Company, the
question of dividends comes up. The Company was
faced early with a choice: (1) whether it would follow
the trend and raise rates, which in turn could be equalized

by occasional dividends.

(2) whether it would continue

to' keep rates as low as possible and forego dividends.

This is the course the Company adopted.

I

It takes a long time and a lot of people to accumulate
enough surplus to pay dividends in a new company which
is capitalizing its growth strictly out of earnings.

It is well to remember that your Company employs
no capital beyond the original contributions. |

PROFITS of Farm Bureau
Mutual Insurance Company may
have been sufficient to pay sub-
stantial dividends as far as oper-
ations for any year were con-
cel:ned.

MARTEN GARN
President
Farm Bureau Mutual

However, if we had paid out
dividends, we would have been
forced to borrow the money back
at interest for future expansion.

A diagram on this page illus-
trates how the premium dollar
was used in 1953. It is noted
that a substantial part of the
premium dollar went to surplus.
Yet the total surplus at the end
of 1953 was not excessive for the
gize of the Company.

INTERNAL DEVELOPMENT.
Being a service organization,
one of Farm Bureau Mu-
tual's most important jobs is the
production of well-trained peo-
ple to give the service. We have
made improvements in the se-
lection, appraisal and review of
our employees. The result is a
higher morale and lower turn-
over. We have a definite program
of screening, indoctrination end
on-the-job training.

In the development of person-
nel and as a product of our
growth, we have had reorgan-
izations. During the year the
Sales Department and the Claim
Department were organized.

The need for careful reorgan-
ization is emphasized when it is
realized that Farm Bureau Mu-
tual is nearing its 5th anniversa-
ry. Farm Bureau Life is 2%
years old. The two of them are
administering over $3,500,000 in
assets belonging to 50,000 Farm
Bureau mémbers.

AGENT RECRUITING. This
program is being developed suc-
cessfully through the co-operation
of the Michigan Farm Bureau

d

b -
Member Service Division. About
half the state membership area
has been covered with nearly
100% county co-operation.

SERVICE AGHEEMENTS. As
the result of numerous confer-
ences with representatives of
each County Farm Bureau in.the
state, a new form of agreement
for sharing of county office
facilities was recommended.

This new form of agreement
was to become effective January
1, 1954. It has been approved by
the directors of the Michigan
Farm Bureau.

_ County Farm Bureaus and our
county ' general agents are
sharing, or are preparing to share
office facilities in the following
24 counties: Allegan, Alpena,
Barry, Bay, Berrien, Branch, Cal-
houn, Eaton, Hillsdale, Huron,
Ingham, Ionia, Kent, Lapeer,
Lenawee, Livingston, Monroe,
Northwest Michigan, St. Clair,
St. Joseph, Saginaw, Sanilae, Tus-
cola, Van Buren.

CLAIM OFFICES. The prob-
lem of quicker claim service
has been at least partially solved
by the establishment of five
branch claim offices which are
strategically located throughout
the state,

There have been some prob-
lems of coordination which are
being worked out through the
homé office staff. A natural ye-
sult of taking the operating prob-
lems of the Insurance Services
to the members has been to bring
our service operations closer to
the policyholders.

Looking into the future we
see the development of a new
program in fire insurance. Among
the problems we have to face
are (1) meeting new competi-
tive schémes (2) solving the prob-
lem of young drivers (3) the
distribution of dividends.

DISTRIBUTION
1953 Premium Dollar
FB MUTUAL INSURANCE CO.

Electric Fences

Unapproved electric fence con-
trollers kill children as well as
cattle, and some are starting weed

fires, cautions the Michigan Rural
Safety Council. =L T

office represents the third move 1o larger quarters in five years,
A tabulating department is located at’ 198 North Cedar Street.|

ACCOUNTING, CLAIMS, PERSONNEL, The Accounting office
receives premium payments and does all accounting for both auto. |

mobile and life companies. Claims Dep’t handled 13,035 claims in |

1953, Personnel and Supply Dep’t provides clerical help and supplies. |

FARM BUREAU MUTUAL, .Underwriling Dep't.

policy writing or underwriting office. All applications for automobile |
Polices are written and |
This group services 47,241
C. B. Schroeder is supervisor in charge of underwriting.

or farm liability insurance are checked here.
returned to the agents for delivery.
policies.

This is the

*

Life Insurance
Sales $33,000,000

NILE VERMILLION
Assistant Secretary for Insurance

From his report to Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company
at 3rd Annual Meeting at Lansing. February 23, 1954

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company has become a
fully established life insurance organization in the 27
months period since it opened for business September
20, 1951.

Sales of life insurance in that period have been

$33,133,960, as follows:

Charter Policies $20,463,960. This represents more
than 10,000 policyholders in the Michigan Farm Bureau
tfor an average of $2,000 of insurance for each charter
policy. Sale of charter policies ended July 1, 1952,

Farmers Investment Protector $10,600,000. This
special policy has been purchased by 3,100 Farm Bureau
members up to December 31, 1953.

Ordinary Life, Endowments, other policies $2,000,000.

The Company is operating and setting goals for pro-
| duction that look forward to having $100,000,000 to
$150,000,000 of insurance in force. We know that ou:
| best job for policyholders can be done after we have
‘ reached that volume.
| A group insurance plan for Farm Bureau members in
| Community Groups was announced December 31. I
will provide $1,000 in group life insurance to the hus
| band, or to the wife of a Farm Bureau member, or both,
at $11 per thousand per year. The same insurance pur
chased as an individual would cost from $13 to $50 pes
| thousand, according to the age of the person.

Seventy per cent of the members of a Community
Group must participate in order to qualify the group
| There will be no medical examination. The upper age

FARM BUREAU LIFE. In this office policy writing and other | limit is age 60, and the insured may carry the insurance

affairs of the

Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance
Company of Michigan paid $1,-
086,822 in claims in behalf of its
automobile and farm liability
policyholders in 1953, A total of
13,035 claims were settled.

number of policyholders and the
claim experience to date.

THE COMPANY opened for
business March 7, 1949. Today it
has 40,844 automobile policyhold-
ers anc{ 6,577 farm liability policy-
holders, All of them are members
of the Farm Bureau.

Nile Vermillion, ass't secretary
of the Company, said it has net
reserves of $468,236 to cover
claims not yet disposed of.

As the Company grows, the
claims department is expanded to
give Farm Bureau members good
service.. Today there are five re-
gional claims offices working with
the staff at the home office at
Lansing. There are eight full-
time claims adjusters on the road.

CLAIMS DEP'T responsibili-
ties. The Company offers Farm
Bureau members these automo-
bile coverages: Public liability
(bodily injury and property dam-
age), auto medical payments,
collison, and comprehensive (fire,
theft, windstorm, ete.), and road
service,

Farm 'Bureau Mutual also
writes a'comprehensive farm lia-
bility insurance. It includes bodi-
ly injury and property damage
liability, promises medical pay-
ments, employers liability, death
of livestock, and insurance pro-
tection for those doing custom
farm work.

-IN THE 58 months the Com-
pany has been operating, it has
paid $2,667,822 in claims for poli-
eyholders. More than 38,000
claims have been presented in
that time, according to Joseph
Richard, superintendent of claims.

It is anticipated claims will rise
to $1,366,000 for 1954 in accord-
ance with the increase in the

Claim Payments
TOTAL CLAIM PAYMENTS FOR TAOH YEAR

Mundred Thousands of Dollars
L]

1949

1951

Automobiles Insured

TOTAL NUMBER OF AUTOMOBILES INSURED AT END O.F EACH YEAR

Thousands of Automobiles

50

40

30

20

Tl

1949 1950 1951 1952 1953

$1,086,822 Paid on °53 Claims

company are conducted. The life company super-l until age 65. The p]an is limited to Farm Bureau mem
vises the agency force of 160 which serves both FB Mutual and FB
Supervisors: Jack Carpenter and Dale Rider, accounting:; Joseph | Life Companies. Supervisors are: Francis Bust and Glenn Walters, |
Richard, Sup’t of Claims: Robert Tobias, personnel and supplies. |production: Burton Richards, branch offices; Ivan Allison, training. |

'bers in good standing and who are members of a Com:.
munity Farm Bureau Group.

This is the first effort to our knowledge to provide
farmers with low cost group life insurance.

Barry County Farm Bureau and its 33 Community
Groups are starting the program, If the plan is as suc-
cessful as we anticipate it will be, the program will be
taken to other County Farm Bureaus and Community
Groups as soon as possible.

2,000 Class B common share
represent $20,000 capital anc
$5,000 surplus.

The Company on January

+*
DURING 1953 the Company
took over the group life insur-
ance for all employes of the
Michigan Farm Bureau and its
affiliated companies. We have| p
had a substantial increase in. the
number of Farm Bureau and ser-| |
vice companies’ employees pars
ticipating in group life insur-
ance. About 82% of the eligible
employees now have group in-
surance. A payroll deduction
plan for employee ® groups has
been deyised.

SPECIAL study is being mude
of life insurance programs to
meet the needs of farmers,—such
| as® mortgage protection and
estate planning.

Promotion of these new plans
of insurance is being made pos-
| sible through special training of

1

:
]

|

our agents. 4
Acting with Farm Bureau Mu-
tual Insurance Company, the -

Life Company in 1953 took over| .. : Ll
| the supervision of the agency RUSSELL E. HAZEL
ferece serving both companies. President

Our agency force consists of Farm Bureau Life
about 160 licensed agents. Ewen 1954, paid a dividend of 6% % o
more emphasis is being given our |the par value of all Class .
program for recruiting and train-| common stock outstanding fc
ing, agents, the year 1953, The dividen

totalled $13,008, This is ¢tk

THE FUNCTION of the Com- : :
pany is not to retain large sums of z&:co{;}d s.t:tc.e]::u].r; RnBMML. dlv
surplus earnings, but rather to|9end to stockholders,
distribute them in various forms
of dividends so that premiums
may be reduced.

The diagram on this page
shows dividend payments and
death benefits paid to Dec, 31, '53.
Besides the payment of regular

Death Benefits ond Dividends
TOTAL AMOUNTE PAID 1N BANERTE AND DIVIDINDS
Taveande of Bollary
40

Bureau Insurance

NILE VERMILLION
Assistant Secretary for

J. F. YAEGER
Executive Secretary, Treasurer

—

—— e

- e ——

Co’s Management

R. P. ZEMKE
Assistant Manager
Farm Bureau Mutual

Pl

policy dividends, the Company
has under consideration plans for
paying a special charter policy
dividend beginning in the fall
of 1954.

FINANCIAL. Assets of the Life
Insurance Company' on Dee. 31,
1953 were $1,202,000. This is 3%
times the original contributed
capital.

The Life Company was organ-
ized as a stock legal reserve com-
pany with contributed capital
of $316,000. The investment
capital is represented by Class A
common shares and Class B com-
mon shares.

A

CLASS A common shares rep-
resent the investment stock. They
are held by 588 individual mem-
bers of the Michigan Farm Bur-
eau. They represent a contri-
bution of $232,900 capital and

A3

—

F. B. Mutual Pays
$13,006 Interest

The Farm Buresu Mutual I
surance Company on Jaouary
paid $13,006 interest at @
for 1953, on outstanding mt?lli
766. The certificates :

TEpTEse
money subscribed by Farm B
reau members to start the ocwm
pany.

OEATH POLCY
BENEFITS QDENGS
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Community Farm Bureau

Discussion Topic for March

Background Material for

Program for March by

1281 Community Farm Bureau Discussion Groups

DONALD D. KINSEY
Coordinator of Education and Research

The formation of a fire insurance program for mem-

bers depends upon three

things. It depends upon

whether the Farm Bureau members are willing (1) to
finance it, (2) to work for it, and (3) to use it.

History. Demand for such a program came first

from 15 County Farm Bureaus in Michigan.

Seven

were southern counties, four were central, and four

were in the north—a fair distribution.

After much

study and consideration, the county delegates to the
1953 annual meeting of the Michigan Farm Bureau
passed the following resolution:

. “Farm Bureau members in some areas of Michigan
are not able to secure adequate fire, windstorm and hail
insurance. We recommend that Michigan Farm Bureau
establish an insurance service to provide such coverage

for members only."”

The delegates have spoken. The policy is there. Now
the job remains to put the program into being.

County Farm Bureaus were asked to form Fire

A

Insurance Committees.

“kick-off"" meeting of these

committees was held at Michigan State College on

February 25 to launch the program.

Here plans were

made to mobilize the support of the Community Farm

Bureau folks to put the program into operation.

Such

aid and support will be essential if the job is to be done

and the service is to become a reality. County meetings | state Farm Bureau companies.
are now planned for early March where the Fire
Insurance Committees may give information to the
people of the Community Farm Bureaus and set the|

wheels in motion.

Need for Added Capital.

Present plans call for incor-

porating the fire and windstorm program into the offer-
ings of the existing Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Com-
pany: This company would then be a “multi-line’”’ com-

pany.
insurance.

It would offer a number of different forms of

Michigan law requires that a “multi-line” company
must have a million dollars in surplus funds. The Farm
Bureau Mutual Insurance Company has this money.
But the law also requires that there must be additional

reserves to finance operations,

The company is not

permitted to use its surplus for this purpose. Thus the
law puts us into the position of needing $250,000 which
we should raise by the sale of investment certificates.

Advantages of a ""Multi-Line”
Company, The use of our present
gompany will make it unneces-
gary to organize a new company.
With the present experienced
staff and the funds of the com-
pany available to give substantial
support to the program, a strong-
er start for the fire program is
possible, To form a new and sep-
arate company of equal strength
would take a number of years.

Economy is a good rule, The
use of present equipment, em-
ployees and offices will mean a
saving. Less “red tape” will be
involved because record systems
are already provided.

The use of the resources of the
present company can help to
guarantee full payment of losses
while requiring a minimum of
capital to be raised. Financing a
geparate company would require
a larger fund-raising campaign.

The “multi-line” company will
gtart with a ready sales force,
branch offices and claims offices
for immediate service.

Policies for Members Only. The
delegate resolution calls for the
insurance to be available to mem-
bers only. Investment certificates
will be available to Farm Bureau
members only. A net return of
f% interest will be paid to the
investor. Investments will be
imited to $1,000 per individual,
s a maximum. A Farm Bureau
nember, his wife, and each of
heir minor children may be in-
vestors.

Before the program can be
aunched there must be sufficient
howing of member support. In
mct, the support will be the
aunching. Charter reservations
¢ill be called for among the mem-
pership, Such reservations are
not applications for insurance.

are merely a pledge to take
E?ylnsurnnce as soon as the
r opportunity provides.
ey do not bind the company
por the person who makes the
pledge. But when the program
jevelops the persons having char-
er veservations will be given first
ronsideration.

It is not a good practice to mg]ce
pxtravagant promises about divi-
dends on charter policies. Any
and all dividends will have to de-
pend upon the satisfactory growth
pf the business. If member sup-
port expands the business so as to

t dividends, then they will
given to policyholders even as

they have been given in the case
of the automobile insurance pol-
ivies.

The investment certificates
must also be sold before the pro-
gram goes into effect. If any
money is a:ilvam‘ed by prospective
investors, it will be held aside un-
til the full amount is pledged to
support the program. Payment
of interest on such money would
begin when the actual certificates
are issued. If the money is re-
turned because of insufficient
support, no interest would be paid.
No program would exist from
which to earn any such payment,
as you can see,

Rates. There can be no plan to
provide “cut-rate” insurance. Our
program will not be involved with
“assessable policies". Cut-rates
are gained by placing the personal
property and resources of individ-
ual farmers behind a company to
guarantee the payment of critical
losses. In our case the policy-
holders will not be personally
liable for the losses of the com-
pany. The company will have
sufficient funds and assets to meet
all needs.

So we will see standard rates in
this program, but the earnings
will be returned to the policy-
holders in the form of dividends.
As an example of this, The Farm
Bureau Mutual Insurance Com-
pany is considering the payment
of another dividend to auto pol-
ievholders in the spring of 1954,

Farm Bureau companies in oth-
er states have not resorted to cut-
rate programs. The Kentucky
Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance
Company has kept to standard
rates, yvet has paid a steady divi-
dend to policyholders.

More Complete Coverages
Available, The addition of fire
and windstorm program will pro-
vide a fairly complete package of
insurance services for Farm Bu-
reau people. Hail insurance will
have to be put under further
study before it is included, since
it involves some special problems
of rates and risks.

The Farm Bureau insurance
program will, however, offer fire,
windstorm and “éxtended cover-
age” for the member. Extended
coverage will include such things
as damage from lightning, falling
objects, airplanes, collision, flood,
riot, etc.

Small insurance companies oft-
en give limited coverage on these

| companies. The program is, after

| The Illinois Country Mutual Fire

Only

Short Course Grads Honored

Four short course graduates shown above were honored by Michigan State College Farmers’
Week. They have made fine records as farmers and are active in farm organization and public
service. All are members of the Farm Bureau, They are, seated, left to right: Elton Smith and Mrs.
Smith of Caledonia, Kent County: Milan Levett and Mrs, Levett of Allegan, Allegan county, Stand-
ing. left: Medford Pfister and Mrs, Pfister of Adrian, Lenawee county; Frank Crandall and Mrs.

Crandall of Battle Creek, Calhou

n county.

things, and sometimes cannot cov- l
er windstorm risks. Their limits
frequently prevent them from
covering the whole fire risk on a |
farm property, as well. These
important margins of protection
will be available to the Farm Bu- |
reau member to round out the
coverage given by the local com-
pany.

There is no intent to take the
programs away from the local

all, voluntary. Insurance will be
available to those who want it.
Sound locals have grown beside

Insurance company (Farm Bu-
reau) has worked in that state for
27 years. There are still 200 local
mutual companies in Illinois to-
day. Meanwhile, the Illinois
Country Mutual has insured as
much property as there is to be
found on all the farms in Michi-
gan.

Your Help Needed. As the dele-
gates have said, quite a few Farm
Bureau folks have a real need for
this program. You can lend a
helping hand in a number of
ways. A few counties cannot ade-
guately support a program of this
sort so as to make it go.

Community Farm Bureau peo-
ple can help by making charter
reservations and by listing the
names of those who are interested
in making an investment in the
program. They can survey their
own group members and other
members in the neighborhood.
The success of the program and
the start of protection for many
members will rest with the people
of the Community Farm Bureaus

| tions and listing

all over the state.

At the County meetings the
group Discussion Leaders will be
given information and the proper
forms for taking charter reserva-
interested in-
vestors. The members of the
group will get their information
from the Discussion Leader by
this route.

Goals will be established for
Community Farm Bureaus both
on charter resefatiohs and on in-
vestment prospects. These goals
will be announced at both the
state and county meetings. You
will want to help achieve your
group's goal and help create this
new service-to-member program.

Questions:
1. Did your Discussion Leader
attend the County-wide meeting
for the fire insurance program?

2. Did your group receive the
materials needed to carry on the
promotional work in its area?

3. Were the members of your
group given opportunity for mak-
ing a charter reservation and ap-
plying for investment certificates?

Mrs. Wagar Leaves
Packing Co. Board

Mrs. Edith M. Wagar of Carle-
ton, Monroe county, retired from
the board of directors of the co-
operative Detroit Packing Com-
pany February 10. She had been
a member of the board since the
Company was incorporated in
1933. In those years she showed
great qualities of leadership in
the development of the organiza-
tion.

Mrs. Wagar represented women

of the Farm Bureau on the Michi-
gan Farm Bureau board of direc-
tors from 1921 through 1939, She
was a contributing editor of the
Michigan Farm News from 1932
through 1952 when she retired
from that work.

Root Joins

[ s
JrFB Staff

Dick Root, former State Junior
Farm Bureau president, joined
the Michigan Farm Bureau staff
Feb. 15 as Junior Farm Bureau
field representative. This is the
position recently held by Mrs.
Betty Jane Thalmann.

Dick's chief responsibilities will
be to coordinate the work of the
various state committees, offer
eounsel with regard to state pro-
jects, to meet with present Junior
groups in helping solve any prob-
lems they have, and to meet with
key leaders in unorganized coun-
ties in an effort to get an active
Junior Farm Bureau started.

Buy Farm Bureau Seed.

THE MECHANICAL FARMER I
Shows How te Do |{emm—"

. on the ranch and farm. Many
farmers requested a popular me-
chanle magazine just for farmers.
It began publication last Decem-

ber!

SEND ONLY $1.00
For a llmited time we are con-
tinuing our special get-acquainted
offer for a year's subseription.
Send your dollar to
JOURNALISM PUBLISHING CO.

604 West Dartmouth

Kansas City, 13H, Missouri
=

accidents.

Plan now to

LIFE INSURANCE

507 South Grand

Fortunately, protection :
Farm Bureau Insurance Agent will be glad to explain how
farm liability insurance safeguards you and your family.

AUTO AND TRUCK INSURANCE

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE
Lansing 4, Michigan

talk to him.

costs

~are you

GAMBLING

_Yglil: Farm?

Many farm families do not appreciate th~ risk of
accidents involving visitors, helpers, employee:, livestock
or equipment.

A serious farm accident can mean lial lliies that
will saddle you with debt, wipe out your life savings,
or even result in the loss of your farm.

It’s a gamble not to protect yourself against these

little. Your

THE FIP PROTECTED SAVINGS PLAN

Ave.

FARM LIABILITY INSURANCE

Ottawa Does
Big Business

In Soil Tests

From a modest beginning in
March 1950, the Ottawa County

Farm Bureau's soil testing labora-
tory has become one of the largest
of its kind in Michigan.

NEARLY 8,000 scil samples
have been tested since that time.

Organizing Fire Insurance For Members

In 1953 the total ran well over
3,600. The laboratory is located
in the basement of the office of
the Farmers Cooperative Elevator
Company at Hudsonville.

The bulk of the testing is done
by Dale Sikkenga, under the gen-
eral supervision of Herbert De-
Kleine, instructor in agriculture
at Zeeland high school. Close co-
operation is maintained with
Michigan State College, which
makes check tests ance a month.
There is practically no difference
in the two tests, Mr. De Kleine
said.

The laboratory is operated on a

fee basis. The farmer pays 50
cents per test. Half goes to the
tester and the remainder into a
fund to provide chemicals, appa-
ratus and other supplies.

FEBRUARY 4 the County Farm
Bureau's committee in charge of
the laboratory approved purchase

of additional equipment for test-
ing total salt in muck soils and for
making magnesium and calcium
tests.

Members of the committee are:
John Laug of Coppersville, Hil-
bert Holleman of Jamestown, and
Gerrit Elzinga of Hudsonville.

L

all-speed drive

capacity in the

conditions.

Drive-O-Matic:

ADRIAN — Beecher Road Farm
Supply

ALLEGAN—Allegan Farmers Co-
op Assn.

ALTO—Kleinheksel's Farm Serv-
ice

ANN ARBOR—Washtenaw Farm
Bureau Store

ARMADA—Lauresen Farm Sup-
ply

BAD AXE—Nugent Farm Service

BATH—Cables Farm Shop

BRECKENRIDGE Brecken-
ridge Oil

BRIDGEWATER—A. H. Braun
Impl. & Hdwe, 3

BROOKLYN—G. Raynor Boyce
& Son -

CADILLAC—Cadillac Co-opera-
tive

CLARE—Dull Farm Service Store

COOPERSVILLE — Coopersville
Co-operative

DECKERVILLE — Messman Ma-
chinery

DORR—Salem Co-operative

3800 N. Grand River Ave.

The features you find today
in Cockshutt Drive-O-Matic
Combines are the ones other
companies will sooner or later
adopt, For example...

You get power steering and
power header lift plus a révo-
lutionary hydraulic controlled

more than 100 forward speeds
at the touch of your toe.

You get exceptional threshing,
separating and cleaning capacity
so that you can work at full ,

without overloading or plugging.
You get huge aircraft-type tires
for greater flotation to enable
you to harvest efficiently at max-
imum capacity under any field

You get lower center of gravity
'« » . for greater safety on rolling
ground. You get a shorter turn-

Have one of the following dealers show you the

Only COCKSHUTT b

that provides

platform,

heaviest grain

for both,

uilds -

DRV MATE

comhines

(and with Power Steering tool)

You get more than 100 ground speeds...
plus that extra capacity in threshing,
separating“and cleaning that enables you
to harvest more acres in less time and at 3
lower cost under all field conditionsa.

ing for greater maneuverability,
and of course that power steers
ing makes turning mighty easy.
You get full-circle pisibility so
you can keep close tabs on every
phase of the operation, for nothe -
ing obstructs your view. :

You get a choice ofs.um:modgb

. .. three sizes of header (10,12,
15’) ... graintank or bagger

You get the smooth, abundant

power of a Chrysler industrial

engine . , . with separate trans-

missions for ground progress and 5
threshing. Ground speed has no

affect on threshing mechanism

. . . for there's plenty of power

" See the Cockshutt Drive-O-Matic Come

bines today at your dealer's. And

DUNDEE—Five Point Sales &
Service

ELKTON—Elkion Farm Equip-
ment

EVART—Evart Co-operative

FREMONT — Fremont Co-opera-
tive

GAINES—Marvin Tiedeman

GLADWIN—Gladwin Farm Sup-
ply

GRAND BLANC—Grand Blanc
Elevator

GREGORY—Plainfield Farm Bu-
reau Supply

HAMILTON — Hamilton Farm
Bureau

HANOVER—Farmer Folk Supply
Store

HASTINGS — Presion Sales &
Service

HEMLOCK — Hemlock Farmers
Co-operative

HERRON—Wolf Creek Farm Bu-
reau

HOLT—Kahres Dairy

IMLAY CITY — Lapeer County
Co-operative

FARM BUREAU SERVICES, INC.

Wholesale Farm Equipment Division

remember, he also has a complete
line of Cockshutt tractors and other
Cockshutt farm machinery.

KALAMAZOO—Lockwood Farm
Equipment Co. ;

LAKE ODESSA—Lathrop Hatch.
ery & Farm Sup.

LAPEER — Lapeer County Co-
operative

MAPLE RAPIDS — Setterington
Motor Sales

MARCELLUS—Marcellus Imple-
ment

MT. PLEASANT—Farm Bureau
Services )

PARMA—Jordan Farm Store

PI’SIZSFOBD—AM Implement

es

PRESCOTT—Farmers Milling

READING — Art Giblez Farm
Supply

REMUS—Gordon Schlegel Farm
Equipment

RUTH—Ruth Farmers’ Elevator

SAGINAW—Farm Bureau Serv.
ices '

SCOTTS—Scotts Farm Supply

STANWOOD—Stanwood Store

SUNFIELD—Sunfield Farm Mar-
keting Ass'n

VESTABURG — Doolitile Farm
Store :

Lansing, Michigan




