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_ promptly to increase such facili-
ties. Farmers must have storage

‘direction.

take full advantage of price-sup-

-and fibre crops have been con-

‘cottonseed and flaxseed—have the
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AFBF Asks Congress to Invoke 1949 Agr’l Act

Sec’y Bens

Ezra T. Benson, Secretary of th

on Said

To AFBF Meeting:

I
e U. 5. Dep’t of Agriculture,

made this major farm policy address to the 35th annual meet-
ing of the American Farm Bureau Federation at Chicago,

December 16, 1353.

You are farmers—good farmers—or you wouldn’t

be here. I used to be a

And in

farmer myself.

my present role | am still dealing with many of the
same problems | had as a farmer.

Here briefly is the situation we face today:

I. Farm income has

dropped.

2. Farm expenses have gone up.

3. The government
butter and corn than it

has more cotton, wheat,
can wear or eat or feed.

Farm income has dropped from the peak it hit in
February, 1951. Farm prices then were 113 per-
cent of parity. By the time the new Administration
took over, farm parity had dropped to 94. Today

the parity is 90, although
during the year past.

WHAT about rising farm costs
—the fact that you must pay your
hired man more, that gasoline,
feed, and machinery cost more?

The index of prices paid by
farmers for goods and services
has dropped only 13 points from
the record high reached in May,
1952. Prices received by farmers,
however, have dropped 64 index
points from their Korean War
peaks. And most of that decline
occurred during 1952, This puts
agriculture right in the middle of
a crushing cost-price squeeze,

Let’s™ take a quick look at the
matter of excessive stocks. You
know the story as well as It

CORN: 764 million bushels.
Loans are now being made on
millions of bushels from the 1953,
crop.  This points to" a further
build-up in government-owned
corn.

WHEAT: We now have 425
million bushels in the hands of
~the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion, acquired at a cost of approxi-
mately $1,100,000,000. It is ex-
pected that at least that much
more wheat will be placed under
loan from the 1953 crop. Right
now we have enough wheat in
our stocks to meet the bread and
cereal needs of 160 million Amer-
icans for a full year.

DAIRY PRODUCTS: We own
more than 900 million pounds of
butter, cheese and dried milk, ac-
quired at a cost of $333 million.

The entire list of government-
held surpluses is a long one. It
adds up to more than 2% billion
dollars—twice what it was a year
ago. It is probable that govern-
ment loans on various farm com-
modities will total an additional
2% billion dollars by the end of
this month.

It costs the governmeni $465,-
000 a day just to pay the storage
bill for these crops.

These overall problems of fall-
ing income, over-abundant sup-
plies, pinching costs and loss of
world markets, are ones this
Administration inherited. They
were on the back doorstep when
we moved in the front door,

What are we going to do about
it?

Considerable progress has been
made along the road to recovery.
I believe that 1953 has marked
the turning point—in the right

9

During the past year your De-
partment of Agriculture has given
farmers a better opportunity to

port programs than ever before.
HIGH PRICE supports on feod

tinued. In only two cases—
support levels been lowered. And
it was generally recognized that
the adjustments were sound and
necessary.

In the case of wheat, special
who needed to finance the build-
ing or purchase of additional bins

loans were made available
to farmers over a wide area
where available storage was in-
adequate and wheat was piling
up on the ground.

Farmers were urged to use the
price-support loans as an aid to
orderly marketing, avoiding mar-
ket gluts at harvest time.

., ABUNDANT crops this year
made it clear that more storage
space would be needed for grain.
The  Administration  moved

‘in order to qualify for price-sup-
port loans.

it has averaged about 93

Low-interest loans were made
available by the Department of
Agriculture in May to farmers
and cribs. A special “use guaran-

tee” program followed to encour-

age building of new commercial
storage. .

These incentlves have made
millions of bushels of additional
Storage space available. . Under
the use-guarantee  provisions
alone, more than 230 million
bushels of storage capacity have
been approved.

FARMERS were offered the
opportunity to reseal 1952 loan
stocks of wheat, corn, and oats.
This enabled them to earn a stor-
age fee for holding grain on the
farm a second year.

The Commodity Credit Corp-

oration bought added storage c

bins with ‘a capacity of 96 million
bushels, so it could take prompt
delivery of loan stocks.

During the first 10 months of
the year, more than 108 million
dollars of “Section 32” funds—
speeial funds available from
customs receipts—were used to
bolster prices through direct pur-
chase. Another 100 million dol-
lars of these funds have been ear-
marked for similar use.

THROUGH the beef purchase

program we have. contracted for|?

more than 243,000,000 pounds of
beef to help stabilize the market
for livestock men who were
caught in a price-squeeze. Thus,
more than 850,000 head of cattle
were taken off the market.

We have sought broadger outlets
for our surpluses. To avert
actual famine in the friendly Na-
tion of Pakistan, this Administra-
tion made available 37 million
bushels of our surplus wheat to
that government as an outright
gift.

In cooperation with the Nation's
food industry, special campaigns
have increased the annual con-

sumption of beef to an all-time

high of 75 pounds per person.

Similar campaigns are under way

for other farm products. These

have helped to strengthen the do-
mestic market.

Special efforts have been made
to get surplus feed to farmers and

ranchers in the drought areas to
help save their foundation herds,

Even more important, in many

respects, were steps taken to ex-
pand the foreign
farm products,
was suggested by the American
Farm Bureau Federation and ap-
proved by Congress. A total of
$175 millions has been earmarked
for the purchase by friendly for-
eign nations
commodities “within the United
States under this plan. Substan-
lial sales have already been com-
pleted.

market for
One such move

of surplus farm

THESE are some of the things

that have been done to help re-
lieve the plight of the farmer. In
working thém out we have used
every law on the books, every
tool at the Department of Agri-
culture’s command. We have even
gone beyond the requirements of

the law.

At the same time we have been
working on an over-all program
to help insure the farmer a fair
share of the national income,

But I wouldn’t be honest with
you if 1 did not also say that it is

the judgment of many farm lead-

ers that government farm pro-
grams alone will not do this job.

Now, I've been told that it’s not
smart polities to say this. But let’s
follow these facts together and
see if they lead to the truth.

(Continued on Page 4)

Roll Call
Now at 76%
Of ’54 Goal

NORWOOD EASTMAN
Coordinator, MFB Organization
. Department

The Michigan Farm Bureau roll
call for members for 1954 is over
the three-quarters . mark. The
December 24 report from County
Farm Bureaus totaled 46,749
memberships.

THIS IS 76% of the goal of 61,-
310. Last year at the same date
the total was 41,118,

Cheboygan county won the
membership trophy for reporting
the highest percentage of its goal
in the state office December 21.
Cheboygan reported 268 members
or 102% of its goal of 262. St.
Joseph county was close behind
with 101% of its goal of 1040, In
third position came Bay with 95%
of its goal of 1435. Three counties
—Barry, Livingston and Alpena—
reported more than 90% of goal.

TROPHIES for the three win-
ners will be presented at the an-
nual victory party in March. This
is the December 24 picture:

TOTAL 9% OF

COUNTY GOAL DEC. 24 GOAL
Cheboygan 262 368 102
St. Joseph 1,040 1,050 101
Sanilac ... L0685 1,972 100
Benzie 5 219 219 100
Livingston 1,168 1,152 99
Branch 1,681 1.627 7
Bay ... 1,425 1,358 95
Alpena 576 648 95
Barry 1,302 1,125 94

Aleona 239 311 22 .
NoW- 1.007 916 1
Huron .. 1,865 1,678 89
Montcalm 993 8RS 89
Ottawa 1,437 1,868 88
Kalamazoo 1,152 998 87
Ionia .. 1,237 1,065 86
Muskego 476 408 85
Monroe 1,152 069 84
Berrien ... 2,275 1,858 82
Tuscola .. L.748 1,428 82
Mecosta ... 751 614 82
Washtenaw 1,663 1,270 81
Clinton ' ..... 1,636 1,246 81
Ingham ... « 1,088 860 80
OEEMAW  .iviimnw 359 258 80
Kalkaska . AT | 60 79
Antrim w440 330 X3
nss . - AL f84 (L
Bont: - Sansilined e 1,063 T
Presque lsle ... 442 332 %5
Missauke - 421 i (L)
Iosco .. 208 153 ki
Otsego 115 86 76
Allegan 2.033 1,494 T4
Calhoun .. 1,474 1,074 73
Saginaw 2,122 1,527 72
Lenawee 1,482 1,065 72
Gratiot . 1,408 1,016 T2
Osceola . 41 450 7
Eaton .. 1,388 858 69
492 69
247 9
- q01 68
..... 3565 67
244 66
187 66
864 65
17 116 65
384 64
Jackson ... 1,054 671 63
Newaygo T06 442 63
Lapeer . 1,640 948 62
Genesee . 1,389 B&D 62
Arenac . 370 229 60
Oakland . 1,043 625 59
Wexlord 250 141 56
Hillsdale 1,444 8§01 55
Clare ... 150 83 66
Shinwassa 1,066 578 i1}
Midland ¥ ... 564 305 64
Manistee .. 245 133 54
Van Buren 1,866 850 45
Isabella. .. - 1,144 480 42

TOTAL .........B1,310 48,749 6%

Re-Elected
President of AFBF

ALLAN B. KLINE of Vinson,
Iowa, was re-elected president of
the American Farm Bureau for
two years at the 35th annual

meeting at Chicago, December
14-17. Walter Randolph, AFBF
dierctor from Montgomery, Ala-
bama, was elected vice-president.

“The purposes of the American
Farm Bureau are clear,” Mr.
Kline said. *“We seek a rising
real income for farmers. We're
interested in developing the sort
of national and international poli-
cies which will contribute to
higher income and better living.

“We need an imaginative pro-
gram to recapture and expand
foreign markets for American
farm products and at the same
time drain off price-depressing
surpluses.”

1954 Dollar

Your 1954 dollar will go a lit-
tle further than your 1053 dol-
lars, predict Michigan State Col-
lege agricultural economists, and

| MOVING SPIRIT OF OUR CONVENTION....

i : el , i -—A ‘_ '\-'“1' Ly
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CLARK L. BRODY

Executive Vice-President of the
Michigan Farm Bureau

It is the day before Christmas.
I have been reviewing the first
draft of the opening chapters of
a history of the Michigan Farm
Bureau which the Board of Di-
rectors has asked me to write.

RECALLING the events in the
life of the Michigan Farm Bu-
reau brings to mind that for near-
ly 33 years it has been my great
privilege to be associated with
the farm folks who comprise the
Farm Bureau membership.

It has caused me to scan the
pictures on the wall of the office
I have occupied for 32 Christmas
seasons, and the faces of the past
presidents in the board room. The
pictures of the presidents and
directors of the early 1920's bring
memories of their struggles early
in the life of the Michigan Farm
Bureau to lay the foundation of
the great organization we have
today.

NEARLY all of them have long
ago passed into the Great Beyond.
The success of their efforts and
those of the thousands of loyal
Farm Bureau members over three
decades of time constitutes liv-
ing evidence that those pioneers
in farm organization did not live
in wvain.

Likewise, in the present roll-
call campaign, over 7500 men and
women in 1265 communities in
Michigan are carrying the torch
that was thrown to them by the
membership teams of former
years.

THEY, like their predecessors,
are explaining the Farm Bureau
program for better farm living

Greetings to Members

and effective farmer influence
and service in the councils of
the state and nation,

The reports coming to the state
Farm Bureau office from the
county Farm Bureaus and dist-
rict organizations indicate a
strong interest on the part of the
members to renew their member-
ships for 1954. The work of the
loyal community leaders is also
bringing in many new names to be
enrolled in the Farm Bureau fam-
ily and joined with the more than
a million and a half Farm Bu-
reau members in the nation.

THIS voluntary action on the
part of the membership roli-call
teams in their township, county
and district organizations’ exemp-
lifies the strength and spirit of
the Farm Bureau. It accounts
for the growth and influence be-
ing demonstrated by over 60,000
farm families in 1265 community
Farm Bureaus in 62 counties of
Michigan.

This great effort and the mem-
ber morale it is developing is very
heartening to the state Farm Bu-
reau staff. It makes them feel
that their work involving many
times long, late-at-night drives
home is appreciated and worth-
while. The strong member inter-
est being manifested indicates
every assurance that the 1954 roll-
call will be completed shortly af-
ter the first of the year with
our full quota of 61,310 Farm
Bureau members.

ONLY the members themselves
can bring the roll-call to a suc-
cessful conclusian. Theirs is the
most important work in the Farm
Bureau organization. Michigan
Farm Bureau membership work-
ers are making the maximum con-
tribution for saving our free
choice, private enterprise econ-
omy for the farm homes of our
state and nation.

Farm Bureau members at the
annual meeting last November
enacted a strong program for the
perpetuation of the freedom and
many blessings we are enjoying
this Christmastime,

SIMILAR action by the rep-
resentatives of 48 state Farm Bu-
reaus and Puerto Rico last week
in Chicago makes the Farm Bu-
reau a most powerful and con-
structive force for preserving the
values in our nation that make
life interesting and worthwhile,

Farm Bureau policies exemplify
the ability and the faith of farm
people that they can improve their
lot and be a constructive in-
fluence for the national welfare.

I cherish the great privilege of
wishing  all our good people a
Happy Holiday Season and a
Prosperous New Year.

Farm Bureau
Has 1,591,777
Members

Membership in the American
Farm Bureau Federation reached
an all-time high of 1,591,777 farm
families for the fiscal year IQ53.
it was announced at the meeting
of the Board of Directors in Chi-
cago December 9. .

The Illinois Agricultural Asso-
ciation led the parade with a
total all-time-high membership
of 200,015.

THE 1953 membership of the
AFBF exceeded the 1852 mem-
bership by 99,495. This was a re-
cord increase for the past five-
yvear period. Twenty-one states,
including Michigan, reached 100

careful buying will pay off,

percent or more of their 1953

share of their two-million-mem-
ber quotas,

The five high membership
states for the year were: Illinois,
200,015; Iowa, 136,000; Indiana,
107,992; New York, 80,150; and
Kentucky.

MIDWEST region continued to
lead the rest of the nation in
total number of members, with
801,395 for 1953.

Heart Ass’n
Debunks Myths

The American Heart Associa-
tion asked every citizen to adopt
this New Year's resolution:

“Resolved, I will be guided by
facts about heart disease, rather
than fears and phobias",

Heading the list is the often-
heard fallacy that “nothing can
be done about heart disease.”
This is contrary to fact. Some
forms of heart disease can be pre-
vented, some can be cured. Your
doctor can help almost all cases,

'| India is permitting the export of

especially if diagnosed early.”

Another boner is the notion that
“most heart attacks are fatal."
Untrue. After a heart attack, the
majority recover to lead produc-
tive lives. They earn their liv-
ing, often without changing jobs.

“Murmurs, chest pains and
palpitations are sure signs of
heart trouble.” Countering fancy
with fact, the Heart Association
points out that these “symptoms”
do not necessarily indicate heart
trouble. Only your doctor can
tell.

india Exporting
Wheat Flour

For the first time in 12 years,

wheat flour. Several shipments of
wheat flour have already been
sent to Burma and the Persian
Gulf areas. India hopes to regain
pre-war wheat flour markets in
Burma, Thailand, Hong Kong,

The American Farm Burea

pluses by:

of 1949.

It provides price

crops now in surplus and to
normal,

on hand.

national farm program and
for the future.

Adjustments.” The Farm
Farm Policy Development di

By GEORGE THEIM
Farm Editor, Chicago Daily News

The nation’s largest farm or-
ganization will ask Congress and
the Republican administration
next month te amend the farm
PIOETAm. .

They will recommend a plan
that puts less emphasis on high
price supports and more on sell-
ing surplus crops at home and
abroad.

The ultimate aim is to put
more butter, dairy produets and
meals on consumer tables and

less in cold storage warehouses.
L] .

-

AMERICAN Farm Bureau dele-
gates asked Congress to restore
the more moderate price props of
the Agricultural Act of 1949,

Farmers would be given two
vears in which to cut acreage
and get surpluses down to nor-
mal.

Then if they glut the market,
government crop loans and price
supports would drop to 75 percent
instead of the current 90 percent
parity figure.

THE IMPORTANT price sup-
port resolution was approved by
an overwhelming majority after
brief but sharp debate.

Harold Davis, Oklahoma dele-
gate, moved to strike out the
resolution ending 90 percent
parity price supports now in ef-
fect at the end of 1954,

Davis sought to continue high-
level props under farm prices
regardless of surpluses: He got
only a few seattered votes.

Earlier, Delegate Harry Lane
of Lewisburg, Tenn. sought to
extend mandatory high supports
for major crops through the 1456
crop vear. He spoke for his state
delegation. This motion also was
overwhelmingly defeated.

L] -

HASSIL SCHENCK of Indian-
apolis, president of the Indiana
Farm Bureau Federation, defend-
ed the resolutions committee re-
port.

“The point at issue,” he said,
“is whether you want the govern-
ment to run your business with
increasing controls from Wash-
ington, or whether we shall be
free to run our own business.”

Davis raked up low farm prices 1
of the '30s to fortify his argument
that farmers need government
help to plan their production and
economy like manufacturers of
automobiles and tractors.

“When I had that good old
free-choice system,” he said,
“wheat and cotton prices were so
low I didn’t care whether 1 plant-
ed or not."”

Schenck retorted that the far-
mers’ wartime prosperity was
purchased with the blood of
American boys.

He read off the comparatively
low prices of 1940, after seven
years of government farm pro-
grams, to support his point.

“Let's get a constructive pro-
gram,” he concluded, “that will
work in these times when we are
at pesce.” '

and the Persian Gulf area.

THE DELEGATES also voted

And 2 Yrs. to Cut

Farm Surpluses

u at its 35th annual meeting

at Chicago December 14-17 asked Congress to deal with
the problems of farm price support and agricultural sur-

1—Bring into effect the Agricultural Marketing Act

support at 75 to 90% of

parity in accordance with the supply of the crop.
2—Allow farmers two years to reduce acreages in

get the surpluses down to

3—Instruct the federal government to begin selling
at home and all over the world the farm surpluses now

Last summer Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Benson
asked the memberships of the Farm Bureau Grange and
Farmers Union to discuss five major problems in the

to make recommendations

Above are the Farm Bureau's recommendations for
Problem No. 1—"Farm Income Stability and Improve-
ment,”" and Problem No. 2—

‘Production and Marketing
Bureau held thousands of
scussions in the 48 states:

2721 such meetings were held in Michigan.

At the AFBF annual meeting, 13 states, mostly in
the cotton south, favored continuance of farm price
support fixed at 90% of parity.

We present what we consider one of the best accounts
of the debate on the farm price support resolution:

to: End the authority of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to deter-
mine when to submil acreage ad-
justment and marketing quotas
to a farmer vote.

Ex-Secretary of Agriculture
Brannan has been widely criticiz.
ed for failing to impose acreage
cuts a year ago:

Expand government and pri-
vate salesmanship in disposing of
farm surpluses both at home and
abroad.

End the philosophy that it is
the responsibility of government
to guarantee profitable prices to
any group.

Continue world co-operation
for freedom and peace.

Remove barriers to internation-
al trade.

End monopoly that hurts em-
ployment and gouges the con-
sumer,

Continue fiscul policies to main-
tain stable price levels with the
dollar at about present value,

L -

"THE GOAL we seek is a con-
dition that will permit farmers to
achieve full parity,” the policy
resolution asserted.

“Farmers have no illugions that
their interests are adequately
protected by price guarantees
alone.

“They fully understand that
the wvolume sold and the costs
that must be paid are more im-
portant in obtaining parity than
government support prices,

“Real farm income cannot be
protected by policies which draw
excessive resources into agrieul-
ture, create unmanageable sur-
pluses, or cause artificial prices

to be capitalized into land
values.”
“THE HIGH price support

levels now in effect for basic
crops (corn, wheat, cotton, tobac-
co, rice and peanuts) are a car-
ry-over from programs designed
to encourage production for
World War II and the postwar re-
habilitation period.

“Continuation of these wartime
price support levels in a period
of shrinking foreign demand, ac-
companied by purposeful delay
in permitting farmers to use the
maghinery provided by Congress
for them to bring supplies in line
with demand, has created bur-
densome surpluses of some com-
modities,” the resolution con-
tinued,

“The drastic nature of the con-
trols now required to deal with
this situation is ereating further

problems,

“THE TIME has come to re-
view and improve existing pro-
grams so they may contribute to
the solution of current problems.”

Short Courses

These short courses start Jan,
 at Michigan State College: Com-
mercial floriculture; elevator and
farm supply; farm equipment
service and sales; nursery and
landsesipe management; and
horseshoeing,
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PURPOSE OF FARM
BUREAU

The purpose of this Associa-
tion shall be the advancement

Mms., Carlton Ball...ceud Albion, K-1

3leason B, HAWIL o Gladwin, H-4
Representing

WOMEN OF FARM BUREAU

of our members' interests edu-
cationally, legislatively, and
economically.

Representing
JUNIOR FARM BUREAU

Vern Thalmanm....... Berrlen Center

Letters To The Editor

Why He Quit

Barry County Farm Bureau
Barbra Barcroft, Secretary
Hastings, Michigan

Dear Friend: .

After due “consideration I am
writing to have you cancel my
membership in the Farm Bureau
on local, State and National
levels. Having been associated
with ‘the organization for the
past thirty years,® 1 feel that it
might be well to state some of my
redsons.

First, 1 do not wish to continue
to help pay the expenses of pro-
moting a national program which
tends to depress farmers' prices
and undermine their position in
society by forecing them into a low
incomeé group. Unfortunately there
has been no' leadership of any
gtature in the National Farm Or-
ganization for some time. The paid
propagandist that was brought
into Michigan last fall and cir-
culated among many county or-
g iialions at their annual meet-
Phai is just one example of the
low grade of politics that dom-
inateé the organization.

In the field of insurance on the
State level my experience with
farm automobile insurance as
sponsored by Farm Bureau was
not very satisfactory, having
found it necessary to hire an
attorney to collect my just dam-
ages from them.

We have long since dropped the
Blue Cross policies for several
reasons: The continued raising
of rates and the idiotic idea that
you have to be a Farm Bureau
member to carry such insurance.
We have at present an insurance
palicy that covers the field ade-
quately at a much lower cost and
a great deal less nuisance.
Furthermore, 1 am irrevocably
opposed to the organization using
such deeeptivé means of forcing
people to join and hold their
menrbership. Neither do I believe
that businessmen and professional
people should be signed up as
members.

The primary purpose of an or-
ganization of farmers should be to
promote better markets and se*!
cure an adequate return for his|
products. Today the farmer must |
have cash moneéy and plenty of it. |
To get it he must have a price
comparable to otheér groups in the
economic picture, By this I mean
he should be able to live like
other people which includes mod-
ern homes and good automobiles
besides paying off the mortgage
and taking a vacation. This is
the kind of a situation that to my
way of thinking constitutes True

Freedom, and to get it he must
have a price for hijs produce that
will pay cost of production plus
a profit, If this means 100 or
110% of Parity then that is what
I am after.

Recent figures indicate  that
farm indebtedness i§ steadily in-
creasing and the spread between
farmers’ income and the: prices
paid by consumers is growing
wider with farm costs going high-
er, while our Farm Organization
people merrily chirp: about Free:
dom and make absolutely no ef-
fort to investigate, If an investi-
gation is started at any other
source it is soon killed by the
National Manufacturers Ass'n or
the U. S. Chamber of Commerce
and not a single word of protest
from the Farm Bureau.

These are just a few of the
reasons why I have decided to
keep my ten dollars and use it to
help pay my farm operating ex-
penses, 1 am sending a copy of
this letter to Jack Yaeger, and to
E. E. Ungren of the Michigan
Farm News, although I am sure
they will not dare to print it in
the paper.

Sincerely yours,
CARL A. BRODBECK
Lake Odessa
Dec. 7, 1953

Editor's Reply: Having known
Mr. Brodbeck for nearly 30 years,
we regret very much his decision
to leave Farm Bureau.

In reply, we say this: That the
Farm Bureau program in all
fields, and its presentation by our
employes, reflects the will of the
majority of the membership. Is
it approved generally? Perhaps
the growth in, membership is a
fair measure. In the past ten
years the membership in Mich-
igan has grown from 20,539 to
59,287 families. The American
Farm Bureau membership has
grown from 687,499 to 1,591,977
families.

E. E. UNGREN

Why Farm Bureau?
To the Editor:

Membership in a Community
Farm Bureau group can mean
much to the family of today.

The refund of the state gasoline
tax for the volume used on the
farm originated at a meeting of
Burnside Community Farm Bu-
reau in Lapeer county.

There are many problems facing
farmers today. Solutions for
these problems can be found
through group discussion,

With the present day farm
population continually dwindling,

only through organization can this
segment of our nation gain right-
ful recognition.

Do you have a good idea for
Solving the surplus commodities
problem? Discuss it in a Com-
munity Farm Bureau meeting,
Ideas can be presented to the
public with the active support
of thousands of other farm fam-
'ilies. This gives YOU the indi-
vidual an important voice in farm
poliey.

Benefits such as insurance on
automobiles, life and hospitaliza-
tion insurance can also be gained
through Farm Bureau member-
ship. These, however, are but a

small part of the gains ex-
perienced by the Farm Bureau
family. -

MRS. CHARLOTTE KRIPFPENE
North Branch
Dec. 14, 1953

Mr. Deatrick
Tao the Editor:

A few weeks ago the Detroit
Free Press Sunday paper carried
a column by Owen C. Deatrick,
its Lansing correspondent, under
the title “Farm Lobbyists Steer
Michigan Lawmakers."

The tone of this ~Letter from
Lansing"” was sarcastic, insinuat-
ing to the city readers that the
city readers that the Farm Bureau
lobby in Lansing, although rep-
resenting a minority of Michigan’s
voters, has a firm hold on State
legislature; that the farmers dic-
tate what laws shall pass, which
should be rejected.

Our Farm Bureau Discussion
group of Clarkston, Michigan,
feels it is deplorable that Mr.
Degtrick /in. this way sets. the
urban population against the
farmers, We all should strive to
better the relationship between
city folk and country people.

Let's examine what Mr.
Deatrick claims, and what it
means: The resolutions of the

Farm Bureau rule the lawmakers,
he claims. The important question
is “Why?"” and not “Which resolu-
tions.” Because those resolutions
may very well be also the policies
of various other groups; they are
certainly not exclusively agri-
cultural in character.

The only two answers to the
“Why?" question can be the fol-
lowing: (1) because the Farm Bu-
reau is so powerful that Mich-
igan legislature has to heed its
voice; (2) because the policies
favored or voiced by Farm Bureau
lobby are sensible, and just to
most people of Michigan.

If the first answer (1) would
be the correct one, again there

=
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with it),

He raises crops untouched by
Will came to help his dad cut

1 guess you know how hick'ry is.
We used to carry kerosene to

It takes a man to handle it and

They worked the job just
the tree.

work ef it.
With Wil a-holt the business end

I pulled a cross-cut with my dad
And what he knew of cutting

This chain-saw now, that Wilbur’
And no one has to pull and haul nor stop to pant and puff.

The outfit weighs 'bout fifty pounds, with maybe five horsepower.
It drags the shavings all one way and does it by the hour.

NS R
] -
The Chain Saw
Young Wilbur Hicks, Clem Hicks's
We've known him since his new-born cry (and Marthy helped

boy, lives down the street a bit.

His youth and strength are good to see. He's up and on his way,
In fact, Wil typifies for me the farmer of today.
His work is fully mechanized. He never owned a team.

hands—and that's no idle dream.

wood one day last January

And I must tell you what transpired; to wit, this commentary:
He brought a chain-saw in the truck and he and Clem went out

To that old fence-row hick'ry that I told you once about.
Just out of curiosity I went along to see

And what they did with that new saw just flabbergasted me.

They yanked the cord. The motor whined. They kicked the snow away
And in two minutes, more or less, that tree was down to stay.

The sap is just like gum,
clean the cross-cut some,
s got, just eats that sticky stuff

there's a good off-chance

That if it binds the Jleast wee bit it lands him on 'his pants.
A fellow has to learn the tricks, It almost seemed to me'
backward—from the wrong end of

They started sawing up, the limbs; beginning at the tips i
And dropped a hundred stove lengths off in jist a hundred clips,
Till presently the log remained, blocked up a little bit,
And that they just sliced off like cheese.

They made short

and Clem the handle thing—

Why, talk about your “singin’ briar,” that briar could really sing.

when 1 was twelve or so :
wood was all there was to know.

The buzz-saw was a handy rig, with seven men around

But now you just can't get the help—the world is muscle bound.
So I am glad that I have seen (and wish my dad could see)

How Clem and Wilbur chain-sawed up the fence-row hick'ry tree.

R, S. Clark
315 North Grinnell Street
Jackson, Michigan

recommended measure, The
League of Women Voters is a very
worthwhile organization, but pri-
marily interested in urban prob-
lems.

Township government is the
only local government rural folks
have, and many injustices would
be inadvertently brought upon
the rural population if the county
would become the smallest unit.

We don't think our suburban
population will have any quarrel
with the Farm Bureau viewpoint
on school bus laws; their children
benefit as much as farmers’ child-
ren do by regulations which make
for greater safety.

City folks, as much as farmers,
use the highways and are intere
ed in proper maintenance of those
roads; both groups of people will
favor fines collected from illegal
loads to be used for reparation of
the roads those loads destroy. .

Certainly the speed limit
{question is not primarily an agri-
cultural or rural one; the prob-
lem has been discussed in the
light of known statistics, past ex-
perience and the desire to favor
what is most beneficial to every-
body.

We hope that we have suec-
ceeded in taking the “sting” out
of Mr, Deatrick’s article. Farm
people do not wish to antagonize
city people; we need each other.
Farm people do want to have
their voice heard in ‘all matters,
especially if they concern their|
particular interests. Who else

would speak for the farmers if
they didn’t find out for them-
selves what they want, and make
this known to the legislature?
MRS. MAURICE OGDEN
Secretary
Farm Bureau Discussion Group
Clarkston, Michigan
Clarkston R-2
Dec. 14, 1953

Editor’s Reply: We liked Mr.
Deatrick’s piece—salty comments
and all—as a veteran political re-
porter's shrewd appraisal of the
importance of the thinking of the
Michigan Farm Bureau member-
ship (resolutions) when state
legislation is being considered.
Mr. Deatrick is a friendly person,
and in our opinipn is not writing
to set one segment of the popula-
tion against the other. He knows
how to spice an article to make
it interesting reading. This is a
good follow-up on Mr. Deatrick.

: E. E. UNGREN

Plant Diseases

The U. S. Department of Agri-
culture’s 1953 yearbook on “Plant
Diseases” may be obtained—for
$2.50—from the Superintendent
of Documents, Washington, D. C,,
or by writing your congressman.

Depreciation

Some farmers head off machin-
ery replacement woes by setting
aside U. S. savings bonds equal to
machinery depreciation each year.

Buy Farm Bureau Feeds.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Michigan's population shows no
sign of leveling off. In fact, there
may be as many as a million and
a half more people in the state
by 1960,

MICHIGAN State College so-
ciologists, J. Allan Beegle and J.
F. Thaden, have reached that con-
clusion after a study of pepula-
tion changes in Michigan from
1940 to 1950. They published their
findings in an MSC special bulle-
tin.

Back in 1940 rural birth rates
were higher than in the urban
population. The increasing migra-
tion of people from farm to city
was believed to be the thing that
would tend to level off the popu-
lation. :

BUT that belief was proved un-

vavingr Out of Cities

founded. By 1950 the birth rate
in cities was substantially greater
than for rural areas.

In 1040, people in the lower
economic level of the rural popu-
lation had the most children. But
by 1950, those in the high income
brackets were having the largest
families,

decade which Beegle and Thaden
term the most significant:

Other population changes in the

suburbs and only a sprinkling of
farms.

-

2—INDUSTRIAL expansion in =

the 40’s attracted people from
Lother states as well as from Mich-
igan’s rural areas, Between 1939
and 1947, the number of manu-
facturing establishments increas-
ed by 66 per cent and the number
of production workers by 58 per
cent,

1—A GREAT movement of
people from cities to the suburbs
—far greater in number than
people moving from rural areas

Only loss in population in the

state came to the Upper Penin-
sula and the northern part of the
Lower Peninsula. All areas to the

to the cities.
The vast increase in the rural

south gained, the heaviest gain-
ers being the metropolitan areas.
Detroit increased its population

population has led some experts
to predict that by the year 2000
the southern portion of Michigan
will be made up ‘of cities and

by, 257,000. The population of the

state was increagsed by one-fifth

in the past decade.

Community
Farm Bureau
Activities

MRS. MARJORIE GARDNER

Dear Community Farm Bureau
Members:

December 1, the Community
Farm Bureau records indicated
that 1266 groups had submitted
set-up sheets and were reporting
minutes to the state office. Last
year at this time 1130 groups were
recorded. The statistics on the
attendance figure in° Oectober,
however, are down from last year
which seems to indicate that al-
though we have more groups re-
porting, the participation on the
part of the members is not as
great.

The Community Farm Bureau
goal for 1954 on a state-wide
basis is 1607 Community Farm
Bureaus. With our present records
showing a total of 1266 groups,
this means that during the year
341 Community Farm Bureaus
must be organized if we are to
reach our goal. To date 4 groups
have disbanded which were meet-
ing last year and 11 groups have
been placed on probation for fail-
ure to submit set-up sheets by
November 1.

Fourteen new groups were re-
corded during the month as fol-
lows:

Kalamazoo County — Onagin
Community Farm Bureau Group,
Mrs. Margaret Lutke, secretary.

Calhoun—Albion III, Mrs. Rex
Rosenau, Tekonsha, Mrs. Harry
Brewer.

Clinton—Clark-Chandler,
Betty Geisenhaver.
Macomb—Centerline, Leo Wan-
cour.

Tuscola—Group 5. Mrs. Merrill
Birdsall.

Mrs.

Kent—Fruit Ridge, Mrs. Ed-
mund May.
Gladwin—Skunk Holler, Mrs.

Mildred Fox.

garet Dohms.
Minnie Campbell,

Davis. :

old Reiman.
100% Certificate of Merit Win

in Washtenaw  County.
group that is qualified

Sheppard as Secretary.

' Wexford—Sixteen. Mrs. Mar-
Alcona~—Johnsion School, Mrs,
Alpena — Spratt 2, Mrs. Guy

Cheboygan — Hebron, Mrs.
Evelyn Kitchen; Grant, Mrs, Wm,
Ross; Lincoln Avenue, Mrs. Har-

ner. ' Through an oversight, we
failed to report a 100 Percenter

The
is the
Southwest Ypsilanti Community
Farm Bureau with Mrs. Lillian

Due Date on Minutes. We wish

Co-;]; (linies
Jan. 15 to 29

The January series of Ca-op
Clinics sponsored by the Michigan
Ass’n of Farmer Cooperatives will
include discussion of two subjects
of vital interest to managers and
directors of farm cooperatives:

1—The new business receipts
tax, which will be discussed by
Edwin E. Steffen, counsel for the
MAFC,

2—Business insurance as a vital
part of good management. Bern-
ard Brown of the Farm Bureau's
Farmers Insurance Agency will
lead the discussion.

FIRST returns on the business
receipts tax is due at the end of

to call your attention to the fact January. Mr, Steffen will discuss

that Community Farm Bureau
minutes are due in the office no
later than the 10th of the follow-
ing month of the meeting in order
to qualify the meeting on our
records. We still have a few sec-
retaries in the state who are send-
ing in their minutes tog late to
receive credit. ;

Group Rosters. During the past
month, Community Farm Bureaus
have been busy formulating their
rosters ‘which are due in the
County Farm Bureau office Feb-
ruary 1. This has been done to a
large extent by a Roster Commit-
tee set up in the group to take
care of this responsibility. It is
most important that the rosters
submitted to your Ceunty Farm
Bureau are an accurate and com-
plete listing of the membership of
your Community Group, since no
chaniges or additions may be
made on the roster after it is once
submitted..

STAR AWARDS — Gold Star
Award winners for the month of
October are as follows:

ALPENA COUNTY — Bolion
Community Farm Bureau Group.
Mrs. George Pilarksi, Secretary.

HILLSDALE — Allen, Mrs.
Vennie Watts.

LAPEER—Almont, Mrs. Logan
Harris; North Branch, Mrs. How-

ard Seelye.

what cooperatives must file and
how.

15—Grand Rapids at Y.M.CA,
19—Lansing at Y.M.C.A.
20—Big Rapids at Bowers rest-

aurant.

21—Traverse City at Park Place

hotel.

22—Boyne City at Dilworth

hotel.

25—Bad Axe at Cole's Rest-

aurant. ;

26—S5St. Louis at Park hotel,
27—Ypsilanti at White Gables

Restaurant.

28—Lapeer at American Legion

hall :

29—Coldwater at Grange hall,

Buy Farm Bureau Feeds.

Amaying NEW

Su]lfluwp_L_ ROTO-SAW

Up Logs and Branches ,‘#
E‘mnﬂ-mﬂ new and better F -
wor saw AP a low price! z
any spperior Ua‘ures for fast, safe sawing, Ad-
justable to many wagles. Quickiy. st to Ford,
Ferguson, Case, # [Hs-Chalmers snd J.
Great Work and Time Saver] Folls trees fast! Zips

4
and hranches, St ly built for lifetime serv-
2. u fur itsalf, n.;o learn L :
weed & brus r;utt.xer anid b\t-pdc:: Mh:: .
B F LDER]—Find out '
m Ha.ln own l’gun ower ROTO-SAW. in
postenrd now for FREE Folder and W PRI

FLOWER INDUSTRIES, IN
a17 & Wemias Aree | Olathe, Kansas

Right start f0r_- pigs boosts

‘b BAD ¥

are only 2 possibilities: (a) Farm |
Bureau represents a large pr0-|
portion of the Michigan vote; or|
(b) Farm Bureau holds a club|
over the head of the lawmakers.
We know and Mr. Deatrick

Classified adveriisements are cash with order at the following
rates: 8 cenis per word for one edition. Ads to appear in two or
more editions take the rate of 6 cents per word edition. These
rates based on guaraniee of 50,000 or more subscribers. They
are members of the Michigan Farm Bureau.

farm profits

It's Good Business . ..

to see your

with

STATE MUTUAL

Enjoy
Complete Protection

the

“ALL-IN-ONE*
Policy

There's no substitute for axperiencel

Your STATE MUTUAL mon

is well quolifled to recommend

the sxact omount and type of fire, wind, ond exlended coveroge
you need. We coll it “prolection made to order”,

Becauss he has the complete piclure and can furnith
complate non-auemeble inwronce ha con oftar you the lowest
casl covaroge eansisiant with good proteciion,

poLICY
'
AGENT
MEMIUM
State Meuteual WURANCE COMPANY
TO2 Chwich Birest Plint 3, Mich,
B R DINGMAN, Pres. MWK M Sty

“ihie Mutval lnsuse Broy Pl Parm in Michigen . . . Ask Your Nolghbert

pointed out that Farm Bureau
represents 59,287 families which
means at the utmost twice that
amount of votes; therefore (a) is
aut.

As for b): does the Farm Bu-
1veau threaten with strikes, the
weapon used by other organiza-
tions to obtain their goals? Have
you ever heard of a strike which
would cut off all food supplies: no
milk, no butter, no eggs, no grain,
no produce, no beef, or pork, or
lamb, or chicken? Therefore, b)
is out.

Thus we have to conclude that
the second answer to the question
“Why?"” (2) is the right one: that
policies favored and voiced by
Farm Bureau are sensible and
just to most people of Michigan.

What the Farm Bureau does do
is discuss among its members all
manner of problems, questions,
policies, laws, state, national and
international issues. These dis-
cussions lead to certain policies
which the Farm Bureau lobby
tries to follow in its recommenda-
tions or rejections. Mr. Stanley
M. Powell also watches every pro-
posed law for injustices or un-
favorable features.

Now for the definite policies
which Mr. Deatrick mentioned:
Of course, farmers wish to have
local assessments. How would the
city man feel if farmers were to

.| judge the value of their property?

Only. local assessors are able to
judge farm values properly. The
Farm Buregu is in favor of an
assessors’ Manual in order to
promote more uniform assessment
of various classes of property
througholit the state; better train-

LIVESTOCK

MAPLE SYRUP PRODUCERS

MILKING SHORTHORNS—We won
Premler Breeder award at the recent
1463 Michigan State Falr, our 10th In
11 years, Take a short-cut to success
by heading your herd with a young
bull from Ingleside Farm. Wrlte or
visit Stanley M. Powell, Ionia, R-1,
Michigan. (10-t1-57b)

SHROPSHIRE RAMS—Good selec-
tlon of well-grown, typy reglstered

vearlings. Write or visit Stanley M.
Powell, Ingleside Farm, R-1, Tonia,
Mich. (11-41-20b)

CORRIEDALE SHEEP. Does your
flock shear 10 1be, or more of long
staple wool?T If not, ask your sheep
shearer about using a Corrledale ram
in that rt of your flock you save
your replacement ewes from. George
E. Mikesell, Charlotte, R-4, Michigan,

(3-t1-40b)

FOR SALR—40 head of Yorkshire
bred sows and gllits, Due to farrow
any time after Febh. 1. Outstanding
typesand production. Herd has won
several grand champlona at State
Fair. Avernge sow production In herd
9% plg=s per litter. Marten Garn &
Sons, Charlotte R-5, Michigan.

(1-1t-40p)

BABY CHICKS

TOWNLINE WHITE LEGHORNS,
1. & Record of Performance, Pull-
orum Cléan. 26 years under R.OP.
and progweny testing program. Bred
for steady improvement of body size,
better layers, longer laying life, birger
eggs. Order direct from breed
source, Also our Strain Cross No, 20,
two Inbred stralns of ‘horns
crossed at regular chick prices, Invers
of white eggs. U. 8 R.OP. White
Rocks, for meat and eger, Now
Hampshires, Reds, Minorca-Leghorns.
Mozt of our customers order TownLine
stock every year because they're prof-
itable. Rellable service, Real breeding
farm quality. Send for
Catalog  Today! TownLine
Farm., Box F, Zeeland,

e

ultry

}llchlnn.
(12-5t-98h)

WOMEN

PINKING SHEARS. Only
postpald. Chromium plated, precision
made. Manufacturer's ristmas
overstock. Guaranteed $7.95

ing of the assessors is another

ORDERS placed In January for King
BEvaporators, for the 1954 syrup ses-
son. will bhe dellvered promptly, Be
sure for 1554, Place your orders now
for A new King Evaporator, or for
needed repairs,  Send for cata)og and
prices. Sugar Bush Supplles Co., PO
Box 1107, Lansing, Michigan. (Located
on M-43 at 4100 West Saginaw road,
Just wast of Lansing and Waverly golf
course. )

J12) MACHINERY

'‘NEW AIR COMPRESSOR. Tractor
nop Jeap, Power Take-Off opernted.
Capacity 1 cuhbie feet. Fullv guar-
antead $36.50, Shipped vrepald. Cash
with nrder. A. B, Sunply Comnany,
Box §03. Danviile. Tllinols.  (1-2t-29p)

WOMEN

EMRROIDFER STAMPRED LINENS
Buy direet from manufacturer and
aive, Bend for FREE eatalog, MERRI-
REE, Dent. 4%1, 22 West 21st 8t,,
New York 10, N, Y. (c1-21-24p)

AGENTS

RUN A SPARE-TIME Oreeting Card
and CGift Shop at homs  Show friends
samples of onr new 1954 AN-Occaslon
Greasting Cards and Qifts. Take thaeir
nrders and earn up to 10088 profit,
No experience necessary., Costs noth-
Ing to try, Write today for samples
an approval. Regal Greetings, Dept, 26,
Ferndale, Michigan. (1-11(1)-58b)

TRACTOR PARTS

HEATMITARTRRES for NTW and
Used Tractor Parts. Tires, Tonla, Ac-
rexpories. Free 1954 catalne, Cparan-
taafl merchandise Low p*'oes. Promnt
Rarvice, Arfrma Treartar Snnniv OCome
nany, 1041 No. 14th Bt., Linfaln, Ne.
hraska. (1-2t-26h)

STEEL ROOFING

EROANEF of the nddine g in ths
antine. " and tha nranf of a moale
antnal wrovih e in e wanthar wepr.
ahllidy, TTwlon.Qan) »anfine sarrise tha
Qanl af Omality @ ay  gine ponted)
anti Pleatlan Pabeana nnrehesing
enlvanized roofine with this =eal are
asstirad of @ known  specification.
Write for free Information and the
name of vour nearest dealer.

money refunded. Order b 'ﬂﬂw
coin Burplus Saies, 1704 u":'h-ui
Ave., 26, Olinols.  (12-3t-30b)

ground to protect them

cultural agent.

Getting pigs off to a good start helps put
money in the farmer's pocket, say swine
specialists at Michigan State College Agri-
cultural Experiment Station. A good start
means feeding the sow properly before she
farrows. It means raising the pigs on clean

anemia and contagious diseases. It means
castrating when the pigs are still nursing,
creep feeding, the use of antibiotics, and
vaccination at six to ten weeks to prevent
cholera — the No. 1 killer of swine. For
further information, call your county agri-

from parasites,

but during the

phone is more

d Ny SN e

Telephones ﬂﬂhﬂ value

Michigan Bell's expansion and improve=
ment program has meant a steady improve-
ment in telephone service for farmers. Most
farmers served by Michigan Bell now can
eall neighboring towns without a toll charge,

war such service was avail-

able to only three per cent of our customers.
What's more, three out of four rural estab-
lishments have telephones mow, compared
with about half in 1945. So today telephon-
ing takes the place of many a trip to town
or around the neighborhood, and your tele-

valuable than ever.
[}

MICHIGAN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY

Bureau Services. Inc,, Stesl Depart-
ment, 221 North Strest. Box
969, Lansing, (1-1t-71)
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MICHIGAN FARM NEWS

FB Life Has $1.000 Group Plan for Members

Commumty Group

Will Be the Unit

The Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company an-
nounced December 31 that it will offer Farm
Bureau members in Community Groups $1,000
in group life insurance to the husband, or the wife
of a Farm Bureau member, or both, at $11 per
thousand.

t “Barry county has been chosen as the pilot

- county to start a new program designed especially
for Farm Bureau people who are members of a
Community Farm Bureau,” said William Conley,
manager of the Farm Bureau Life Insurance Com-
pany.

“If this plan is as successful as we anticipate it
will be, the program will be taken to Community
Groups in other County Farm Bureaus as rapidly
as possible.

) “This is a plan to provide Farm Bureau people
with $1,000 of life insurance as a service from
Farm Bureau, and at a price they could get no-
where else.

“The Farm Bureau Community Group makes it
possible for us to offer its members $1,000 of life
insurance at wholesale rates. The same insurance

coverage purchased as an individual would cost
from $13 to $50 per thousand according to the age
of the person.

“Seventy per cent of the members of a Com-
munity Farm Bureau group must participate in

~order to qualify the group. There will be no
medical examination. The upper age limit will be
age 60, and the insured may carry the insurance

until age 63. The plan is limited to Farm Bureau
members in good standing, and who are members
of a Community Farm Bureau group.”

The Chairman, vice-chairman, secretary and dis-
cussion leader of each of 33 Barry County Farm
Bureau community groups will meet at the Farm
Bureau office in Hastings at 8:00 p. m., Wednes-
day, January 6, to get full information regarding
the plan.

J. Burton Richards will represent the Farm Bureau
Life Insurance Company, and Wesley S. Hawley,
coordinator of Community Farm Bureau activities,
will represent the Michigan Farm Bureau.

The next step in Barry county will be to take
the plan to all 33 Community Farm Bureau greups

Would List
Prospective
FBS Investors

B. P, PATTISON
Finance Promotion Division

From time to time holders of
Farm Bureau Services Series “A"”
5% debentures find it necessary
to request payment in cash prior
to the redemption period stated
on" the debenture.

The policy of management is
to consider each request on its
merits where it is apparent that
there are circumstances of hard-

YIELDS

NOW, MORE THAN EVER

' POTASH

makes a difference to you

Your Profit Picture. Ina period of rising costs, more efficient
use of land, labor and machinery. is a must. Producing more for less is
the key to present and future profits. That'® why Potash is so essential.
Used liberally, Potash LOWERS YOUR UNIT COSTS OF PRODUCTION, Saves
on labor, helps you earn higher profits per acre,

Your Yl&ld Story Even with Potash consumption tripling in
the past ten years, farm experts still say net enough is being used. More
Potash is needed if present yields ave to be inereased or even maintained.
Be sure you consult your agricultural adviser for correct amounts for
\your land. But remember, more Potash means more profits.

Send for this Free Booklet. ThisPlant
Food Utilization Booklet shows how your erops re-
move valuable plant foods from the soil . . . helps
you better understand your fertilizer needs. For your
copy, write to address below.

Symbol for bigger yields. . . bigger profits

AMERICAN POTASH

INSTITUTE, INC.
Dept. G-31, 1102 Sixteenth Street, N. W,, Washington 8, D, C.

Wwamyr rgmh Company of Amorica .wrmw i
lt g *United Staies Poinsh Compeny S "

e

for explanation to the membership.

ship beyond the control of the in-
dividudl

Appointed to Farm
Credit Board

CLARK L. BRODY

President Eisenhower on De-
cember 8 appointed Clark L.
Brody of Lansing, Michigan, to
the Federal Farm Credit Board.
Mr. Brody is one of 12 board
members named by the President
to supervise the operation of the
farm credit system as provided
in the Farm Credit Act of 1553.

MR. BRODY will represent the
7th or the St. Paul District, It
includes the states of Michigan,
Minnesota, North Dakota and
Wisconsin. His term is for one
year., The others were appointed
for periods of two to six years.

The general purpose of the
Farm Credit Administration sy-
stem is to provide a complete
credit system for agriculture by
making long-term and short-
term credit available to farmers
and their cooperatives.

IN THE reorganization of the
federal government agencies in
1953, Congress made the Farm
Credit Administration an inde-
pendent organization. It had been
attached to the U. S. Dep't of
Agriculture since 1939.

The cooperative farm loan sy-
stem of the FCA includes 12 Fed-
eral Land Banks and 1,145 Nation-
al Farm Loan Ass'ns; 12 Produc-

§ |tion Credit Corporations and 499

Production Credit Ass'ns; 12 Fed-
eral Intermediate Credit PBanks,
and 13 Banks for Cooperatives,
Last year farmers and their co-
operatives borrowed more than
two billion dollars from Farm
Credit Administration agencies.

Janvary 15
Deadline for

Insurance

Do you have Blue Cross
through the Farm Bureau? Do
you have Farm Bureau automo-
bile or farm liability Insurance?
Are your Farm Bureau dues for
1954 paid?

THIS IS IMPORTANT, says
Norwood Eastman, coordinator of
the niembership department for
the Farm Bureau.

According to the County Ser-
vice Agreement with County
Farm Bureaus, a member's dues
must be paid by January 15 in
order, to have his name on the
Community Farm Bureau roster.
This makes him eligible for Blue
Cross hospital surgical-medical
service through an eligible group.
The rule applies to both old and
new members of the Farm Bur-
eau.

January 15 is also the deadline
date for membership dues for
those members wishing to keep
their Farm Bureau automobile or
farm ‘liability insurance in force.

Solution Pays
Big Dividends

Treating tomato, cauliflower

and celery plants with concen-
trated fertilizer solution at the
time of setting out pays big divi-
dends in yields from early vari-
eties, according to tests at Michi-

gan State College.

——— T ———

NO MORE’ Series “A" debcn-
tures are available for investment

at this time. Undoubtedly, they are

Bruises hide an average 40-
cents-per-animal loss in the cat-
tle market.

people in the state who would be
willing to invest if the opportuni-
ty presented itself. We would ap-
preciate therefore knowing who
these people are so that we might
develop a so-called waiting list of
investors. This will afford a two-
way service by assisting distress-
ed debenture holders and provid-
ing investment for those interest-
ed.

If you are interested in this
program, will you kindly send
me your name and address and
some indication of the amount of
investment you might make. We
will be more than glad to act as
a clearing house to effect the
transfer. All transactions will be
held confidential and your co-
operation will be very much ap-
preciated. Who will head the list?

Pastures that were well-ferti-
lized and limed as needed suffer-
ed least from last summer's

\drought.

2721 Mich. Farm
Policy Meetings

During August, September and
October our Community Farm
Bureaus held 2,721 farm policy
development meetings with a to-
tal attendance of 59,138 persons.
The recommendations developed
in these meetings were expressed
in County Farm Bureau resolu-
tions and Michigan Farm Bureau
resolutions sent to the American
Farm Bureau annual meeting at
Chicago December 15-17.

Debeaking Chickens

Debeaking chickens may be
necessary to prevent cannibalism
in the flock, say Michigan State
Caollege poultry specialists, About
one-half or slightly more of the
length of the upper mandible i
removed. That makes the chick-
ens unable to grasp feathers or
tissue but does not impair their |
ability to eat.

Buy Farm Bureau Seeds,

King Evaparators
For 1954 Boiling Season

ORDER NOW!

In order to get delivery of a
King Maple Syrup Ewvaporator
with either Copper or English Tin
pans for the 1954 Pure Maple
Syrup season, we must have your
order now. Metal to make King
,Evapora!orn is special and takes

i |months to get delivery 1o our

tlactory Order now and be sure.
[SUGAR BUSH SUPPLIES CO.
| P.O. Box 1107, Lansing, Michigan

Located on M-43 at 4100 West Saginaw
ftoad, Jjust west of Lansing &nd
Waverly golf course.

B

ditions may be difficult.

As we look ahead to 1954 we must face the fact that general economic con-

Farmers have been in a squeeze bhetween declining income and rising ex-

penses.
ganization serving farmers.

This situation is a challenge to them and to the Farm Bureau as an or-

This challenge we meet with confidence and pledge ourselves to do our best
to Improva”servlces to the Farm Bureau member and co-op patron and to develop
new and worthwhile services whenever there is an opportunity to do so.

Through the cooperation of the Farm Bureau membership, farmer cooperatives,
and their patrons in subscribing capital to Farm Bureau Services the past year,

we are greeting 1954 with our second Farm Bureau fertilizer plant.

It is being

built at Kalamazoo and will have a capacity of 40,000 tons of high analysis,
granulated plant foods annually.

Our Farm Bureau Insurance Service Is greeting 1954 with a new group life In-
surance service to Farm Bureau members at a rate so low that it isn’t approached
elsewhere. The plan is described in this edition of the Michigan Farm News.

Farmers Petroleum Cooperative,

Inc. in the closing weeks of 1953 secured new

sources of crude petroleum making possible expanded services to patrons in 1954.

We look ahead with optimism and determination to further expand services

whenever Farm

Bureau members and cooperators request it and proof of their

desire is testified to by their willingness to finance and use the facilities.

The future is in our hands and will be whatever we make it.

May the New Year be one of good health and happiness for all and a full-

fillment of your wishes for your family ... your country...your world.

J. F. YAEGER
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Farm Bureau Institute at MSC January 5-

Add 1,000,000 Bushels of Storage
e | . |

District Vote
On Soil Men

In January

L

Farmers in 63 of Michigan’s 83
counties will go' to the polls dur-
ing January to choose the men
and policies they want for the
safeguarding of their lands. An-
nual meefings will be conducted
in 68 of the state's 70 soil con-
servation districts.

Polls and meeting halls are set
up in schools, churches and other
bulldings, notes W. 8. Harrison,
Michigan State College extension
soll conservationist and assistant
sécretary of the State Soil Con-
servation Committee.

Farmers in debt are advised
by Michigan State College agri-
cultural economists to watch
muanagement closely and convert
burdensome payments to a long-
term program.

—
ol

SOIL-CEMENT

today’s biggest value
for light-traffic roads

OIL-CEMENT makes tax-
payers’ dollars go farther
because about 85 per cent of
the required material is usual-

easy to transform high-main-
tenance cost dirt, gravel or

lasting pavement good for
years of all-weather service
with soil-cement.

The first soil-cement road,
built in 1935, is still giving
excellent service. Soil-
cement’s superior value and
durability for light-traffic pav-
ing is thoroughly demon-
strated and established by
thousands of miles of such
pavement now in useé,

PORTLAND CEMENT
ASSOCIATION

Olds Tower Bldg., Lansing 8, Mich.

A national organization to improve and extend the
uses of portland cement and concrete . . . through

. 4

College, January 5 and 6.

The Institute program
Farm Bureau committees
stronger county program.

following committees:

Charles Marshall,

Farm Bureau programs in

for doing the work.

EVENING. At the evening
general assembly “We Saw Farm
Bureau at Work on Farm Policy”
will be presented by County Farm
Bureau people who won the AF-
BF Award trip to Washington in
1953.

Jack Lynn, legislative director
of the Washington aoffice of AFBF,
will speak on Fram Bureau's role
in national legislation.
Announcement will be made of
the County Farm Bureau people
who have won the American
Farm Bureau Award for member-
ship work and the visit to the
AFBF in Washington in 1954,

JAN. 6—"Reviewing some Ef-
fective County Programs” will be
presented at the morning general
assembly by a panel of County
Committee Chairmen.

Work shop sessions will precede
the final general assembly in the
afternoon when J. F. Yaeger,
executive secretary of the Mich-
igan Farm Bureau, will address
the group.

Following are the workshops to
be conducted at the Institute and
the discussion leader and record-
ing secretary for each:

Presidents—Keith Tanner, dis-
cussion leader; Don Kilpatrick,
sec'y.

Public Relations—Donald Kin-

scientific research and engineering field work,

sey and Clare McGhan.

to send to the institute its president and chairmen of the
Membership, Community Farm
Bureau, Farm Bureau Women, Senior Committee on
Junior Farm Bureau, Blue Cross, Resolutions, Farm
Supplies, Legislative and Publicity. About 400 county
leaders are expected for the Institute,

January 5—The Institute will open 9 to 10 a. m. with
a registration of those attending.
ager of the MFB Member Service Division, will present
the purpose of the Institute.
president of the Nebraska Farm
Bureau, will speak to the first general assembly session
of all presidents and committee chairmen.
The afternoon will be devoted to work shop sessions
for the nine groups for the purpose of discussing County

bership, etc., and for the exchange of successful methods

To Build Stronger
County Program

The Fifth Annual Michigan Farm Bureau Institute

for County Farm Bureau presidents and committee
chairmen will be held at Kellogg Center, Michigan State

is designed to aid County
in planning and building a
Each county has been urged

Keith Tanner, man-

publicity, legislation, mem-

Membership — Norwood East-
man and Carl Kentner.

Community Farm Bureaus —
Wesley Hawley and Wayne Hoyt.

Women's Activities—Mrs, Marj-
orie Karker.

Junior Farm Bureau — James
Reilly, Vern Thalmann and Jerry
Cordrey,

Farm Supply—Fred Reimer and
Charles Mumford.

Resolutions — Stanley Powell
and Roger Foerch.

Legislation — Dan Reed and
Elden Smith,

Frances Pidd In
AFBF Talk Meet

Frances Pidd, Washtenaw coun-
ty Junior Farm Bureau member,
represented Michigan in the Na-
tional Rural Youth Talk Meet
at Chicago December 14 as a part
of the program of the American
Farm Bureau Convention. She
spoke on the topic, “Self Govern-
ment is My Responsibility.” Miss
Pidd competed with young people
from 27 other states. Eugene
Dewsnak of Utah was the winner.

Miss Pidd had won the state
Talk Meet at the Michigan Junior

convention. She competed against
winners from nine districts.

ALL OVER THE STATE

All over the state such meetings were held—not all on the same day but on some chosen day,
These followers of the Golden Rule will call on friends and neighbors, to tell the
story of progress, strength, and satisfaction that comes with the greater membership in the Farm
Membership is built through such efforts.

The race is on!

Bureau.

These good prospects that were visited, have been told of the work the women do in the
County Farm Bureau—of the Junior Farm Bureau and the excellent job it does—of the growth
in organizational knowledge and interest that the Community Farm Bureaus bring to the county

members.

They have been told of their own Farm
Auto Insurance—of Blue
Cross—of the so vital legislative program to
give protection to agriculture—of the Petro-
leum Co-operative and Farm Equipment.

Bureau Life and

You new members are cordially invited to buy Farm Bureau feed for poultry, hogs, cows,
No better feed is made. These feeds are open formula—highly fortified—rich

or cattle.
vital factors,
after day.

November 30.

Farm Bureau.

They get results—and they are yours for ‘VALUE-IN-USE' on your farm—day

Let's strengthen the Team that belongs to us.

P. 8. Your new ‘Farm Bureau Complete Calf Ration’ (for heifers until they go on the herd
ration) and ‘Dry 'N Freshening Feed' for your dry cows are available to your F. B, feed dealer,

Ask him.

Farm Bureau Services, Inc.

Feed Department

221 N, Cedar Sireet

THE NEW YEAR

The writer was at the Kick-Off Banquet
of the Huron County Farm Bureau on
It was a thrill to see the
scores of men and women, all of them
young in spirit and belief, ready to go out

and help their county build a stronger

These good prospects (many of whom are
now full-fledged Farm Bureau members) were
told that the Farm Bureau Team is made up
of these factors, given above, plus the F, B,
Supply Services handling Seed, Paint, Ferti-
lizer, Feed and other farm supplies,

in

Lansing, Michigan

&

December 3 and 11.
summer. .,

of the Michigan Elevator Exchange.

SHOWN ABOVE is the Michigan Elevatof Exchange grain terminal near Ottawa Lake, Monroe
County, as it looks today with the completion of 28 new concrete silos with a capacity of 1,000,000
bushels. This additional space, located to the left of the towering headhouse, will make the total
capacity 1,800,000 bushels, making it the largest terminal elevator in Michigan. Even more sig-
nificant is the fact that this terminal is the only terminal in Michigan owned by farmers. An
estimated 50,000 farmers own the 135 local cooperative elevators which make up the membership
The 28 ne w silos were poured in 8 days and 6 hours, between
The new unit will be com pleted and ready for use by wheat harvest next

(Continued from Page 1)

FIRST reason I have for saying
farm programs will not support
farm income is because history
shows they never have.

Sixteen centuries ago, the Ro-
nians wrote the most comprehen-
sive price fixing laws in history.
Prices were set on 700 different
items. Penalty was death for
those who beoke the law. Many
died, but the law itself was soon
repealed as a failure.

Yes, but that's ancient history,
you say, We're smarter today. 1
hope we're smarter,

BUT let's take the last 30 years,
Most of you can remember after
the first World War when we
tried to control prices through
organized marketing. We
tried to stabilize farm income
through the Farm Board of 1929,
We know that these well-mean-4
ing laws did not stop farm prices
from going down.

Then the Democrats took over.
Since 1933 they have literally
thrown the law book at the farm
problem. But all of this farm
legislation has not stabilized farm
income!

Do you remember what hogs
sold for in 19397 That was after 6
years of farm programs and leg-
islation to raise prices. Hogs that
year sold for an average of 6
cenis a pound. Corn was only 57
cenis a bushel. Cattle brought 7
tents. Hogs were actually 61
percent higher in 1930 than they
were in 1940,

Some may contend that costs
were also lower before the war.
That is true, but keep this in
mind: Prior to the outbréak of
World War II—after seven vears
of all-out price support effort—
farm prices were only 78 percent |
of parity.

BUT HOGS are higher than a
nickel a pound today. Farm prices
have gone up. So have all other
prices. But, it was WAR—not
government farm programs that
raised farm prices after 1940,
WAR, and inflation that comes
with war, caused the general
price level to go up.

After World War II, we gave
away large quantities of food to
hungry millions abroad. And then
in 1950, the Korean War again
gave farm prices another sharp
boost,

Now, just as farm programs
did not raise Yarm income—neith-
er did farm programs prevent
farm income from dropping when
prices started down in 1951,

Instead of seeking a new ap-
proach to a new problem, the
government.attempted to hold up
farm prices with laws born of
war-time necessity.

THAT is how the 90 percent
of parity supports, which had
been designed to stimulate ur-
gently-needed production, were
turned around in an effort to
prop up farm income.

But these supports did not do
the job, as you well know. That's
why I say farm programs alone
cannot guarantee your farm in-
come,

YOU hog raisers know what
happened to hogs last year. They
were selling for 16 cents a pound
a year ago—only 77 percent of
parity. There was some agitation
for hog supports then. But Sec-
retary Brannan at that time did
not think supports were feasible.
At least, he didn’t put them into
effect. Perhaps because of the
dismal failure of attempts to sup-
port live hog prices in the 1940's.
‘What did farmers do when they

knew there would be no price

Sec’y Benson Said to AFBF'

aupports‘?

You know what you did. You
bred 12 percent fewer sows for
spring farrow this year—5 per-
cent fewer sows for fall farrow.
And hog pricés bounced back
quickly, Some of you sold hogs
here in Chicago this week for
$24.00.

DOESN'T this make a pretty
good argument that supply and
demand will solve a particular
farm problem faster than govern-
ment possibly can?

That's why we are cross-
examining our present farm pro-
gram—to search out the weak
spots so they can be strengthened.
As most of you well know from
personal experience, we're head-
ing for acreage controls on cotton,
wheat, and possibly ecorn—our
three biggest crops. The idea be-
‘Hind it is that by setting acreage
controls, we'd restrict supplies
and thus rajse farm income,

What are the favts?

FACT NO. 1: Acreage controls
do not always reduce supplies. In
many instances production actu-
ally goes up.

A farm editor from Kansas told
me last week that he thought you
Kansas farmers could reduce
acreage 30 percent, and still raise
as big a wheat crop as before. You
could do it with more fertilizer
and summer fallow.

You Corn Belt farmers know
what can be done by pouring the
fertilizer on corn—you’ve made
100-bushel corn land out of what
grew 50 bushels before.

FACT NO. 2: What will you
plant on the idle acres? Large-
scale acreage control creates a
new large-size problem.

FACT NO. 3 is this: Even if
acreage controls do reduce sup-
plies, that does not mean it will
raise your farm income,

Price per bushel isn‘t enough.
It's price times volume that makes
farm income.

I was interested recently in the
observations of Melvin Gehlbach,
an Illinois farmer, who gave the
House Agricultural Committee
these four indictments of our
present grain support program:

1. High price supports on feed
grains encourage farmers to raise
corn to sell to the government
rather than to feed to livestock.

2. High support prices have
led to even greater acreages of
soil-depleting crops.

3. Support prices have helped
the farmer most who needs the
help least. And supports have
hardly helped the little farmer at
all.

4, Since 85 percent of all feed
grains go into livestock, Mr. Gehl-
bach said we are really robbing
Peter to pay Paul.

ANOTHER of my farmer
friends told me the other day
that he was not happy with the
present program. He said: “I'm
afraid we are digging a grave of
controls for ourselves. Maybe we
are prolonging the day when
we'll have to face the facts, BUT
labor is protected. Industry has
its tariffs—so why shouldn't the
farmers get theirs?”

I agree, farmers do need some
sort of program to put them on a
par. Farming is very diverse and
hazardous. Farmers don't have
collective bargaining except to a
limited extent through their own
organizatigns. But that's just part
of the story.

F

war®
] high, they run the risk of unem-
sloyment.

The manufacturer can set his
price, but if he sets it too high
some other smart operator will
sell the same product cheaper, or
make a substitute,

It works the same with the far-
mer. Housewives are buying
nearly as much margarine as but-
ter this year. You know the rea-
son why.

ALTHOUGH two out of three
people in the world are farmers—
two out of three people go to bed
hungry each night. Many of the
farmers of the world are little
better than agricultural slaves,
And in America? We are em-
barrassed only by our riches.
Farm problem? Can youimagine
the look of amazement on a Russi-
an’s face if he heard our talk? Or
a Chinese, Indian, or Arab? We
should hunibly thank God for
His bounty!

For in America we have the

productive soil. We have the
tools. We have the science and
education to give us know-how,
We have the freedom to inspire
men to achieve.

And I say to you that we must
also have the agricultural states-
manship to match,—if we are to
continue our progress,

WHAT SHALL THE ROLE OF
GOVERNMENT BE?

I believe we've been led to
expect too much of government.
I think we've been led by a blind
faith thaf government can do
more for us than we can do for
ourselves. It has been suggested
that with a little hocus pocus the
Secretary could assume. that
there's still an emergency and
therefore permit higher acreage
of crops already in excess reserve.

NEXT YEAR, Congress will
write a farm program. This pro-
gram may not be dramatically
new—nor revolutionary. It will,
we hope, root out the bad points,
strengthen the weaknesses.,

Even if desirable, we can't
change our present programs too
abruptly, It must be a gradual
adjustment. It's the direction we

The Department of Agriculture
will administer the program
which Congress writes. In the
meantime, we are getting our
own house in order. Weé have
already reorganized the Depart-
ment to serve you better. We will
continuously analyze every oper-
ation of our Department—cutting
costs and ingreasing Service
(Continued on Page 5)
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GARDEN SEED
221 N. Cedar St.

on you soon.
selling Guaranteed
Farm Bureau Gar-
den Seed, to help
finance his F.F.A.
Chapter’s project.

boy will call
He's

FARM BUREAU SERVICES, INC.

DEPARTMENT
Lansing 4, Michigan
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insurance.

The cost is low.

LIFE INSURANCE

IS PREFERRED

By far the biggest name in automobile insurance to Farm Bureau
members is the name of their own organization, the Farm Bureau Mutual
Insurance Company of Michigan.

AUTO AND TRUCK [NSURANCE

D)

e

FARM Bureau
INSURED

— e —

PROTECTION

More member families carry Farm Bureau auto insurance than carry
all other kinds of auto insurance combined.

For your farm vehicles there is no better protection than Farm Bureau

The service you receive as a policy-holder is the very best.
There are special advantages in your Farm Bureau insurance policy.

Your Farm Bureau Insurance Agent will be glad to give you the de-
tails without obligation to you. If you do not know his name, any Farm
Bureau. office or store will explain how you can reach him.

THE FIP PROTECTED SAVINGS PLAN

FARM LIABILITY lNSURANCE

507 South Grand Ave.

IF UNIONS price their labor too

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE ®

Lansing 4, Hichlgan

-
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- ested to know how you have ar-

JANUARY 1, 1954

Mich. Farm Bur.

Mr. Warren Zaiss, Editor
Inside Michigan Magazine
944 Free Press Building
Detroit, Michigar

Dear Mr. Zaiss:

Your article in the September issue of Inside Michigan
entitled, ""The Farmer in the Dell” contains so many
inaccuracies in addition to the very unfair and deceptive
reference to Michigan Farm Bureau that we feel some

corrections are required.

In using material which was provided for Michigan
Farm Bureau members to aid them in discussing trends
in taxes and township government, you neglected to
carry the statement which preceded these discussion aids

and which is as follows:

"To those interested in keeping township government,
it is well to be familiar with the viewpoints that are

developing against it.

The following statements are

not necessarily the viewpoint of the writer nor of Farm

Bureau.”

Without this preface, you have listed the discussion

aids as bearing the stamp

of approval of the nearly

60,000 family-members of Michigan Farm Bureau.
These were points to be considered in the discussions,

and were not the conclusions
meetings. This certainly is
editorial prerogatives,

reached at those community
a violation of the ethics of

Let's look at some of the errors and half-truths in-

cluded in your article:

1. A STATEMENT is made that,
“There is no longer an excuse for
tolerating the expensive, selfish
and politics-ridden township form
of government.” It is a question
in the minds of rural people
whether township governments
are more expensive, more selfish
or more politically involved than
any other units of government in
Michigan, be they cities, villages,
counties or the state itself.

2. The article refers to pay-
ments to townships made under
the requirements of the tax di-
version amendment passed in
1947 (the amendment =~ Was
adopted in 1946). You point out
that Michigan “pays out $6.13 in
cash for each resident of every
township in Michigan as a direct
form of state aid.”

You neglected to point out that’
Michigan also distributes $13.03 to
cities for each resident and $10.77
to villages for each resident. These
figures are all taken from the
same table in the Michigan State
Aid Survey of 1953 which you
quote as a source of information
in your article, *

3. THE POINT is made that
under the present sales tax diver-
sion formula, townships receive
the per capita payment of $6.13 for
all “wards of the state who hap-
pen to be in residence at places
like prisons, hospitals, asylums,

reformatories and = children’s
homes.”
You failed to mention that

cities and villages in which such
institutions are located have re-
ceived the same per capita pay-
ments. Rural people have been
among the most critical of these
provisions.

The 1952-53 per capita payment
under the sales tax diversion form-
ula was $6.82, This amount was re-
ceived by each city, village and
township according to the popula-
tion listed in the 1950 census,

4. Several specific examples of
questionable use of township
funds are cited. These are iso-
lated and extreme cases and sim-
ilar expenditures are found not
only in townships. Supporters of
local self-government are opposed
to, misuse of public funds wher-
ever found.

5., THE ARTICLE says that,
“You, who are one of the 67% of
Michigan’s population residing in
cities and urban areas, pay your
local property taxes and the farm-
ers’ too . . , You, the city dweller,
pay the township politicians, the
constables and the others, and
pay $£6.15 beside to every resident
of every township. You never
heard of anv of these people and
they never did anything for vou,
but your tax monev keeps their
township going.” The errors in
the preceeding quotation are
evident, According to the above-
mentioned State Aid Survey table,
the total per canita State Aid to
townships was $6.12,

B. The article claims that 87%
of Michigan people live in the
cities and that they, *“together
with their industries, pay 95%
of all the taxes raised in Mich-
igan” and that the 33% living in
townships pay about 5%. The
source of these figures is not
quoted and we would be inter-

rived at the conclusion,

IT IS sometimes stated that
cities pay the major part of the
sales tax., Farmers are heavy pur-
chasers of taxable items of
capital outlay, such as roofing,
fencing, building materials, auto-
mobiles and many other items,
as well as the usual household
supplies. Few of these purchases
are made in rural townships. A
farmer does his buying in cities
and villages for the simple rea-
son that stores are located there,
His sales tax payments represent
a substantial part of city and vil-
lage collections.

7. SEVERAL paragraphs are

devoted to showing that the town-
ship is a one-man show. “The only
important figure in the township
is the Supervisor who is usually
chairman of the township board
. « . He runs a one-man show,
ontrasting sharply with the vil-
lage council where everyone has
a chance fo speak up for what he
wants.” . Members of township
boards, T am sure, will take issue
with you on this question of
expression,

8. Nearly a column is devoted
to a comparison between “prop-
erty tay” and “school tax.” In
the first place, school taxes are
property taxes and anyone qual-
ified to discuss this question
should not erroneously indicate
that school taxes are other than
property taxes. Property taxes
also include township tax, county
tax, drain tax and other levies.
In 1950, the article states, only
one dollar in property tax was
collected for each eleven dollars
of school tax. As presented, the
figure means nothing.

9. IT IS pointed out that “no
matter how rich a township be-
comes, the state literally forces
extra tax money down its official
gullet” Examination of the re-
ports of 1,233 of the 1,266 town-
ships in Michigan made by the
Municipal Finance Commission of
the 1951-52 township returns show
that townships spent nearly $20,-
000,000 during the year and car-
ried over a balance of nearly
$17,000,000. This would indicate
that townships have considerably
less than one year’s normal ex-
penditure of funds on hand. The
following figures compiled by the
Municipal Finance Commission
also show that the balance carried
over from year to year is rather
stable, instead of growing by
leaps and bounds as yvou indicate:

Balance on Hand at Close

of Year (Cash & Investments)

1948-49  $13,969,105 $14,476,401
1949-50 13,922,037 16,937,555
1950-51 14,417,081 17,639,216
1951-52 16,728.679 19,688,408

IT SHOULD be mentioned that
before sales tax diversion pay-
ments began, a number of town-
ships in Michigan had amassed
large balances due largely to
severance tax pavyments. These
were townships in which were
located oil fields and mineral de-
posits. Many of these balances
are-carried forward and are still
reflected in the totals. X

Frequently townships build re-
serves to carry out proiects which
are beyond the possibilities of a
single year’s income. This may
be for the purpose of building a
community hall, purchasing
equipment, building rosds or

PART of the reason for town-
ships carrying cash balances is
simply because rural people have
not learned the many “advant-
ages" of living beyond their in-
comes. Balanced budgeis and
reasonable reserves are still re.
garded as assets in Michigan's
rural areas,

The burden of the article indi-
cates that “Inside Michigan"” feels
that state tax moneys should be
diverted to local units of govern-
ment on the basis of ‘“need.”
Rural people believe that it is
difficult to distinguish between
“needs” and desires.” A new city
auditorium or swimming pool or
township hall or fire equipment
may be a “need” or a “desire,” as
the individual looks at it.

THE SALES TAX fund is col-
lected from Michigan citizens on
an equal-contribution basis. To
place this money in a large “pie”
which is then divided into very
unequal portions for distribution
violates a principle of fair play.

Where sales tax money ds used
to finance local government, it
can well be considered a local tax
which, for convenience sake, is
collected through a state agency.

CERTAINLY, such tax money
should not be paid back to local
government on the basis of city
residents as first-class citizens,
village residents as a second-class
citizens and township residents
as third-class citizens.

This would be the effect if the
Michigan State Aid Survey recom-
mendation is followed, This
survey from which you quote
recommends sales tax distribution
to local government on the fol-
lowing basis:

$9.00 per capita to cities

$4.00 per capita to villages
$1.00 per capita to townships

SUCH a diversion of tax money
would encourage spend-thrift
government and discourage econ-
omy in operation, It would pen-
alize the provident unit of govern-
ment simply because it did not
over-spend its income,

You ask whether the payments
ta townships are not subsidies
and you question Webster's def-
inition. The definition of sub-
sidy is, “A gift of money or
property made by one person to
another by way of financial aid.”

IN VIEW of the above-men-
tioned distribution of State Aid of
$13.03 per capita to cities, $10.77
to villages and $6.13 per capita
to townships, it seems as though
a subsidy is involved and that
township residents are helping
to pay that subsidy.
Such tactics as you have used
in misrepresenting the position of
Michigan Farm Bureau can only
add to the confusion and mis-
understanding of Michigan's tax
problem. It might be fair to
point out that Michigan Farm
Bureau, Michigan State Grange
and the State Association of
Supervisars were the three or-
ganizations which spear-headed
the fight to prevent the adoption
of the sales tax diversion amend-
ment which you are currently
criticizing.
WE HOPE these facts may be
of assistance in any further ma-
terial which you may prepare. We
woluld welcome the opportunity
to talk with you about possible
improvements in local self-gov-
ernment and more efficient use
of state-collected funds.
Sincerely yours,
MICHIGAN FARM BUREAU
(Signed)

STANLEY M. POWELL

Legislative Counsel

DAN E:. REED

Ass't Legislative Counsel

Canada Best
Customer

For U.S.

Canada imports from the Unit-
ed States nearly 20% of all of our
trade with the outside world. Not
only did Canadians purchase
nearly 3 billion dollars worth of
our products in 1952, but they
bought $629 million worth more
of goods than the United States
bought from them.

To continue to be our best cus-
tomer, they must sell goods in
America. And this applies to ag-
ricultural products. In 1952 Cana-
da imported from the United
States $381 million worth of our
farm products. They shipped to
us $348 million dollars worth.
Every dollar which they collected
was more than matched by what
they spent in American markets,

As a matter of self-interest,
both of our countries must con-
tinue to do all they can to move
goods over our international
boundaries. Trade Agreements
must be kept favorable to both.

Canada has not required any
form of American loans with
which to buy American agricul-

g el

earned and created

in their own economy.

Convenes

January 13

STANLEY M. POWELL
Legislative Counsel for MFB
The Michigan legislature will

convene for the 1954 session at
Lansing on Wednesday, January
13. This is the second time in
Michigan history that a regular
session of state legislature has
been held in an even-numbered
year. Until 1952 the legislative
sessions were held only in the
odd-numbered years. Special ses-
sions were held at the call of the
Governor and could consider only
matters submitted by him.

SINCE adoption of the sales tax

ment, it has been necessary for
the legislature to meet annually
to fix the amount of the state aid
appropriation for public schools.
Also, the state’s financial situ-
ation has been so acute and baf-
fling that the legislature has been
adopting appropriation bills for
only one year.
Those are some of the reasons
why the people voted to amend
the Michigan Constitution so that
the legislature would hold a regu-
lar session annually, beginning in
1952,

AT THE 1951 session, the law-
makers decided that when they
met in even-numbered years they
could rush things along and com-
press their deliberations into a
chorter period of time than that
involved for a regular session in
an odd-numbered year,

In the session during an even-
numbered year there are the
same members in the Senate and
House who served the year be-
fore. They have the same seats
and committee assignments.

Under rules adopted during the
1951 session, members are per-
mitted to prepare bills in advance
and they are referred to the ap-
propriate committee by the
Lieutenant Governor and Speaker
of the House and printed so that
they are ready for consideration
as soon as the session gets under
way.

TO INSURE that the session
during 1954 will be a relatively
short one, the lawmakers have
adopted a schedule to hurry along
the consideration of bills, The
session opens at noon, January 13.
From then until February 10 bills
will be introduced and started
through the legislative process.
Any bill introduced after Febru-
ary 10 will not be printed. That
means that there will be no
chance of its enactment.

During the 21 days beginning
February 11 and ending March 3,
Senate committees will consider
Senate bills and House commit-
tees will take up House bills. Any
bill not reported from committee
by March 3 will be dead. During
the seven days beginning March
4 and ending March 10, no bills
will be reported from committees.
During that week the Senate
must dispose of all Senate bills
and the House must dispose of all
House bills,

DURING the two weeks begin-
ning March 11 and ending March
24 committees must report out
bills previously passed by the
other branch of the Legislature or
those bills will be dead. All of
this schedule leads up to com-
pleting the main part of the ses-
sion on April 9. The lawmakers
will then recess for thirty-four
days and return to Lansing to
wind up the session on May 13
and 14. That will give them a
chance to act on any veto mes-
sages and take up any other ap-
propriate final business.

A STUDY of the foregoing
schedule, shows that the law-
makers will be in session a little
less than three months. L

That means that in the promo-
tion of the program adopted by
the voting delegates at the an-
nual meeting of the Michigan
Farm Bureau last November we
must all get busy without delay.
This applies especially to mem-
bers of County Farm Bureau
Legislative Committees and to
Farm Bureau Minutemen,

HOWEVER, each member of
the Farm Bureau has a very
definite influence and responsi-
bility. All of us should give care-
ful consideration to legislative
issues and keep our lawmakers
currently informed as to how we
_feel regarding these matters, That
i¢ the appropriate and effective
way to get our resolutions trans-
lated into definite accomplish-
ments,

Keep Out of Debt

Farmers who are established
and solvent are advised by Michi-
gan State College agricultural
economists to keep out of debt,
modernize homes where needed
?nd protect their properties with
insurance,

Buy Farm Bureau Feed.

diversion constitutional amend- |,

president of Farm. Bureau Ser-
vices, Inc., at the 24th annual

Coordinator Community

-In ‘Farm Bureau the women

closely ' knit ‘organization.

in Farm Bureau.

WESLEY S. HAWLEY

Farm Bureau Activities

\ ,Feﬂun'ate'!y. we_ have in Farm Bureau a family organization,
We work on‘importapt matters such as citizenship, international re-
‘lati:ins, public telatiors, and tommunity betterment as well as l'l.l.'ill_\'
‘other things.  ‘Women'have the same interest in all phases of Farm
Bureau activities as. any member of the family.

have been taking a very active

part .in their community, county, state and national Farm Bureaus.
Their..influence is very far reaching in building a well balanced,

Women, it is very important that you continue to your knitting
There is much to be done.
for more Community Farm Bureaus and for greater participation,
if we are to have a real grass roots Farm Bureau.

The need is great

President of
FB Services

MARTEN GARN was elected

meeting at Michigan State Col-
lege, December 2. Ivan Parsons
of Grand Blanc was elected vice-
president, ©

These, farmers and Farm Bur-
eau members were elected direct-
ors for their first term: Peter H.
DeWeerd of Hudsonville, Phillip
Holzhausen of Corunna, and El-
ton H. Smith of Caledonia. Ivan
Parsons of Grand Blanc was re-

| the best herds of Yorkshire hogs

elected to the board of directors,

FOUR farmers and Farm Bu-
eau members were re-elected to
represent Michigan Farm Bureau
on the Services board: Carl E.
Buskirk - of Paw Paw; Ward
Hodge of' Snover, Blagué Knirk
of Quincy, and Albert Shellenbar-
ger of Lake Odessa.

" Directors of all Farm Bureau
companies are now farmers, by
actions taken at recent annual
meetings. Three  co-operative
ass'n_managers retired from the
¥B, Services board December 2
with the thanks of the share-
holders. for their long .and able
service. They are: Thomas Berg-
house of Cadillac, 24 years’ ser-
vice, ‘formerly manager of Fal-
mouth Cooperative Co., now man-
ager of Michigan Potato Growers
Exchange; Alfred Roberts of Pig-
eon, 10 years' service, manager
of Cooperative Elevator Co. at
Pigeon: Paul Kaechele of Cale-
donia, 4 years' service, manager
of Caledonia Farmers Elevator
Company.

MARTEN GARN has one of

in Michigan, He farms near Char-
lotte, Eaton county. Mr. Garn
started in Farm Bureau 20 years
ago as one of the first members
of Junior Farm Bureau, He is a
director of Michigan Farm Bur-
eau and president of the Farm
Bureau Mutual Insurance Co,

IVAN PARSONS is engaged in
dairying and general farming
near Grand Blanc, Genesee coun-
ty. He has been a member of the
Farm Bureau since 1919. He has
been a director of Grand Blanc
g:op for 36 years and is its presi-

nt.

J. F. YAEGER, executive sec-
retary, told representatives of
16,000 shareholders at the annual
meeting that their organization
distributed $20,060,900 worth of
farm supplies for the year ending
August 31.

Several thousand of FB Ser-
vices nearly 50,000 patrons invest-
ed close to a million dollars in
Service securities in 1953 to fi-
nance the fertilizer plant now
building at Kalamazoo. At the
same time, FB Services retired

several years in advance of the
retirement date some $996,000 of
securities issued in 1946 to build
the fertilizer manufacturing

Sec’'y Benson Said_
To AFBF Meeting:

Continued from page 4,
where we can and when we can.

WE WILL continue to empha-
gsize research—for it must, of
course, be the basis of any sound
farm program. Research is the
tool that has given us higher
yielding crops, better-doing live-
stock, sprays to protect us against
insect enemies. Our cotton yields
more, our hogs grow faster, our
broilers gain more on less feed,
our cows give more milk, our
hens lay more eggs as aresult of
research.

Research spells efficient pro-
duction—more net profit, It
helps a farmer better meet his
competition, It makes him less
vulnerable to the price squeeze.

TEAM MATE of research is ed-
ucation, I think our Extension
Service has done a good job, But
this I know, it can do a still better
job:

valuable features.

.

plant at

Saginaw.

Petroleu

o

WARD ,G. HODGE of Snover,
Sanilac county, was re-elected
president of Farmers I’L-t_m![-um
Cooperative, Inc., at the fifth an-
nual meeting at Michigan State
College, December 3, Thomas
Koning of Marne, Ottawa county,
was elected vice-president,

Rex Talladay of Milan was
elected to the board of directors.

OTHER farmers and Farm Bu-
reau members re-elected to the
board  are: William Bartz of St
Joseph, Thomas Koning of Marne,
Fred King of Blissfield.

Nominated by the Farm Bureau

and re-elected to the board:
Blaque Knirk of Quiney, Ward
. Hodge of Snover, Kenneth
Johnson of Freeland, Marten

Garn of Charlotte. Russell Hazel
was nominated by the Michigan
Farm Bureau and elected to the
board.

We shall strengthen soil conser-
vation. We hope in the years
ahead that we not only conserve
the soil, but improve it through
proper land use.

PRODUCTION is only half the
job. We must market our pro-
ducts. 1 pledge to you we will
use every resource in cooperation
with industry to find new mar-
kets for farm ptoducts, to re-
capture, insofar as possible, over-
seas markets we have lost.

Your future prosperity, I be-
lieve, is: going to depend largely
on two things:

FIRST, how good a job you do
on your own farm.

SECOND, 1 believe your farm
income will be high only if the

LB L) R AL LS o o ST e
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Powell & Reed Reply to Attack on Twp. Gov't
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eral, peripds of rising prices have
been periods of prosperity, and
periods of falling prices have been
periods of agricultural distress,

THEREFORE, I say to you that
the farmer’s prosperily 18 much
more bound up with the govern-
ment's fiscal program than it is
with any farm program we write,

On that score, President Eisen-
hower has asked me personally o
pass on to you what he has said
again and again in our Cabinet
meetings: That this Administra-
tion will do everything possible,
take every measure, use every
tool at its command to help main-
tain our national income at stable
levels.

1954 will be a year of decision
for agriculture, The eyes of the
Nation are sharply focused on
the farm problem,

As the Nation’s largest general
farm organization, the American
Farm Bureau Federation has @
great stake in this fight. But
mere numbers are not enough in
any battle, Now is the time for ev-
ry one of you to stand up and be
counted—to make known clearly
and unmistakably your views aon
farm policy.

THE QUESTION of who speaks
for the farmers has created more
than one argument. But it must
be obvious that no one can speak
for farmers unless farmers first
speak for themselves. There could
be no better sounding board than
this convention for the expression
of grassroots thinking on our &g-
ricultural problems.

1 challenge you to make the
most of this opportunity. All pos-
eible assistance you can give in
this crisis is needed—now,

You may be assured that fun-
damental basic principles, never
selfish political expediency, will
guide us. Never will I knowingly
do anything or recommend any
policy which is contrary to your
interests, At the same time, any
farm program must be in the best
interests of the Nation, as well as
the farmer, .

Great decigions lie ahead. Let
us approach them with intelli-
gence—let us approach them in
the spirit of men who value free-
dom and recognize the responsi-
bilities that go with it.

The best time to remove dis-

507 S5OUTH GRAND AVENULE

.| Nation as .a whole.is. prasperous.

eased poultry from a flock is now.

A MAN NEVER

APPRECIATES ASHES
++0¢ UNTIL HE SLIPS
ON THE /CE !

o
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But you'll always appreciate the comfortable feeling you'll get
from your FIP Savings Plan.
aside. It combines real savings with a program offering protection,

dividends, coupons that can be clipped and cashed, and other

FIP is the easy way to set money

Discuss this Farm Bureau program for Farm

Bureau families with your Farm Bureau Insurance Agent today.

FARM BUREAU Léfe INSURANCE

LANSING, MICHIGAN
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Tax Problems Due to Publicly Owned Lands

Commumty Farm Bureau
Discussion Topic For January

DONALD D. KINSEY
Coordinator of Education and Research

The early days of Michigan—

The homestead days—the careless days!

The days of axe and saw and plow—

They cleared the “dirt-cheap” land, till now
We still find fields where waves no grain,

) Nor even forest evergreen has yet returned

To Michigan!

The fallen house, the slanting shed,
The apple tree, so gnarled and dead—
These are the signs of tortured land
Not long to stay
- In Michigan!
God put his beauty in the land.
Again let noble forests stand
And dew-wet grasses gently blow
Where idle lies the prairie sand
In Michigan!

- Yet may our learning, bright and new,
- Turn sand and dune to fertile field!
New farms may flourish 'mid the dew
And shadow of the pines,

With golden yield,

In Michigan!
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Landscapes and Taxes. *Sure Mister we've got a
tax predicament here in our township—and the law has
‘got us over a barrell Some other townships, a lot like
us, are getting a better break in terms of the money
they get to help run their local affairs. [I'm not just
bellyaching! It's a fact.

“Let’s look at the map of the township, and you will
see what | mean. We've got four district schools that
are struggling along. They average only eleven pupils.
Folks hereabouts like those schools. They want to keep
them. They kind of bind the neighbors together, and
seem a bit like home to the folks.

“There’s one school down here on the south road.
Only three farms left in that neighborhood. Land's
just fair, but the folks are making it produce up to snuff.

“Over here in the northwest is another. Four families
in that neighborhood. Biggest school we've got.
Thirteen kids! *

“The one here in the center talks about closing. Only
nine kids there—and three more farms along the road,
two south of the school and one west.

“Then we have a cluster of small farms—four of
them—over here toward northwest. This school is
emall, but about average for the township.

“That begins to tell the story. The rest of the land is
state-owned. This is near marginal land around here
and folks had a rough time back in the thirties. Now,
lots of townships in Michigan have state-owned land.
But they usually get a better break. Folks north of
Jownline 16 get 10c an acre regularly from the state
to help support local operations.

“But, we are south of Townline 16, and we come
under a different part of the law. Our law was written
in 1946, and it sure doesn't treat everybody alike! It
just happens that a lot of the land in this township was

s

Jan. The Problem

and Between

purchased by the state in that distaster year of 1934.

“IF YOU will look up the law,
you will see that it says that all
the lands that the state purchased
in this area after 1933 can be

and others may gain. And to fix
the level forever at either a high
or low point seems scarcely fair

Discussion Topics

They were chosen by your State Discussion Topic
Committee from the resulis of the questionnaires
returned by the Community Farm Bureaus.

Lands and Local Taxation.

Feb. Our Community Farm Bureaus and
the Service-to-Member Program.

Mar. A State Plan to Regulate the Financ-
ing of Drainage Projects Within

Be sure fo read your discussion fopic articles on this
page of the Michigan Farm News. Attend your
Community Group Meetings!

of Publicly-Owned

Counties?

i

“SOME of our County Farm
Bureau resolutions asked that all
state properties be taxed for local
purposes at the same rate as
private property in the area.

I wonder if we really would
want this? It might be a bad
bargain, at that! The state has to
get its income out of the people.
It owns numerous big buildings
in our cities, where property
values are high. It has offices,
state hospitals, colleges and uni-
versities, ete. They cut into the
lands that could otherwise bring
tax revenues to the cities. Should
they be taxable at the same rate
as other similar lands and prop-
erties within the cities? Where
would we draw the line—or who
would draw it? We might think
a little on that one!

FROM a broad point of view,
the idea of the state paying local
taxes can have value only to help
equalize the tax load for areas
where state-ownership creates a
hardship on a locality. Otherwise
it is like taking money out of one
pocket and putting it into an-
other—except that we have to add
bookkeeping costs.

The individual that gets
is the township treasurer. The
state pays no collection fees, so
the treasurer has to do this work
“for free."”

SOME points on the “plus side:"”
In some cases the taxes paid by
the state are actually higher than
would be justified by the true val-
ue of the land. North of Townline
16, the 10c an acre is sometimes
higher than the actual tax rate
on privately-owned land. Where
that is true, local folks like it.

While assessing land at only
50% of its valuation (as it done
South of Townline (16) and this
is less than 100%, economists
point out that no state is compell-
ed to make payments to local
units. Willingness to pay atall isa
generous gesture, from this point
of view. It is an effort to over-
come local handicaps created by
state possession of the land.

Some of the state-owned recrea-
tion areas in southern Michigan,

rather “thin” deal in the :nnal.le:r| Petr()l CO'OP

that fatten local incomes. This
usually benefits the entire area.

FEDERAL Lands are different.
Michigan has national forests. The
government has public buildings
in most every community. The
federal government pays no share
of the local tax load directly. The
only concession to local treasuries
is a payment of 25% of any sales
of timber or of surface minerals—
sand, gravel, marl, etc. that may
be made off such land., Local
governments do get that 25%
share. Most of the federal lands
are not productive agricultural
lands, however, in the sense of
being proper for cultivation. They
are mainly forested areas.

Questions:

1. Do you -think that some
change should be made in Act No.
5 of the Public Acts of 1946 so as
to overcome some of the unfair-
ness in it? If so, what should these
changes be?

2. What local tax problems are
created by the presence of public-
ly-owned lands in your area?

A Big Fellow
In 5 Years

Earl Huntley, manager of the
Farmers Petroleum Cooperative
Ine., told shareholders at the 5th
annual meeting at Michigan State
College, December 3, that their
organization distributed 26,579,-
000 gallons of automobile and
tractor fuels to farmers the past
year.

THROUGH recent purchases of
oil wells in Illinois and Indiana
the Farmers Petroleum Coopera-
tive now has an interest in 200
oil wells in Michigan; Indiana and
Illinois. The organization owns
or controls a daily production of
about 1,800 barrels of crude oil.

Mr. Huntley said that Farmers
Petroleum Cooperative had paid
in cash $119,000 in patronage di-
vidends to patrons who are share-

while paying a reduced local tax,
do bring many tourists into the

nor wise.

areas. Tourists spend dollars

holders for the year ending Au-
gust 31.

taxed only at a severe reduction
for some of us. I'll show you what
I mean,

“The value of our land around
here—land that the state got—had
to go down on the assessment
rolls at its worst level in history.
The law reads that such state land
must be valued on the basis of
the average value of the five
years just before it was taken
over. And you can't ever change
that value!

"NOW. those five years just
before 1934 sure put a crimp in
the value of the land here. 1
guess there weren't five poorer
years in the century! So the
ftax base on this land was set
awlully low to begin with.

“But the law bites still deep?r
for us, because that land can be I
taxed to the state at only half the I

rate for other land in the town-
ship. This means that nearly
seventy percent of the land in
our township just isn't helping to
pay its way! And the folks who
live on the rest of the land have
t0 bear the lion's share of the
tax load.”

_STATE TAX payments are not
in balance. The complaint made
our speaker may not be typical
your township. The hardship
or the benefit of Act No. 5, of the
Public Acts of 19468 to various
local townships and school dist-
dicts gives a picture that differs
mightily. Under this Act the
te paid many times its former
per acre on some of the high-
wvalue recreational lands near De-
froit. At the same time it paid
Jess than the original 10¢ an acre
©on many of the less valuable game
The element of unfairness in the
1aw is the practice of freezing the
walug of the land on the basis of
the five vears before it was pur-
¢hased. This hits some areas hard

lowing areas:

ness.

Dealer Fra

/s There a COCASHUTT
Desler /7 YoUR
A/e/c,'g/)éoz'éooa’ .
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We are particularly interested in getting dealer applications for the fol-
Kalamazoo, Mt. Pleasant, Saginaw, Grand Blanc, Chesaning
and Fremont. A substantial quantity of Co-op and Cockshutt equipment has
been sold in these areas in past years.

This will assure the new dealers a large volume of parts and service busi-

For further information call or write:

FARM BUREAU SERVICES, Inc.

FARM EQUIPMENT WHOLESALE DIVISION
3800 N. Grand River Ave.

chise Available...

A valvable FARM BUREAU SERVICES dealer agreement is available if your area is not served by '
a Cockshutt dealer ot the present time.

e T — _—___-u———_————-——_————J

Lansing 4, Michigan

Michigan Farm Bureau's
Roll Call for members.
tains and workers deserve the

In five years Farmers Petrol-
eum Cooperative, a Farm Bur-
eau company, has become one of
the largest independent suppliers
of petroleum products to Mithi-
gan farmers. They have over
$800,000 invested in the company.
Shareholder patrons have receiv-
ed in five years $370,000 in pa-
tronage dividends in cash, and

$102,000 in stock di®idends.

Attending the annual meeting

were the representatives of 61
farmers oll companies and quite
a group of
holders.

individual share-

Cheboygan is First

JACK SAVELLA of Cheboygan
was delighted to learn that Che-
boygan County Farm Bureau
was first to make its goal in the

1954
“The cap-

credit,” said Roll Call Manager
Savella, a transplanted Finnlan-

der from Hancock. He farmed in
Oakland county until 1937 when
he bought 620 acres in Cheboy-

gan county. Now he has 180 acres
of general farming and timber.
Mr. Savella and his wife are part-
ners in a rustic furniture manu-
facturing business in Cheboygan.
Mrs. Savella, formerly Nora
Tucker of Sandusky, Sanilac
county, was active in the Cheboy-
gan Roll Call and keeps an eye
on Farm Bureau activities in her
home county.

39th Farmers
Week at MSC
February 1-5

Thousands of Michigan farm
folks will “go to college” at the
39th annual Farmers’ Week at
Michigan State College February
1 to 5.

THEY will “take over” class-
rooms and stadium, dining halls
and laboratories, auditoriums
and farm buildings, It's the an-
nual MSC “open house” for far-
mers and homemakers. The pro-
grams will offer many things for
the entire family.

Information will be given on
production—from dairy barn
ventilation to wilt problems in
mint, on new developments—like
bulk milk handling, and on
prices, government programs and
human relationships.

SPEAKERS on the program
will include these and others:

Dean of Agriculture J. O.
Christianson of the University of
Minnesota, at Dairy Day, on Mon-

{ | day, Feb. 1,

Dr. William Alexander, Okla-
homa City pastor and one of the
most popular young people's
speakers in the nation, on Tues-
day, February 2.

John Davis of Washington, D,
C., assistant secretary of agricul-
ture on Wednesday, Feb. 3.

Dr John A. Hannah, M.S.C.
president and assistant secretary
of defense, on Thursday, Feb. 4,

Dr. L. E. Casida, University of
Wisconsin geneticist, on Friday;
February 5.

There will be luncheons and
banquets each day. Many organi-
zations will conduet annual meet-
ings in conjunction with Michi-
gan’s biggest rural life event—
Farmers' Week.

Young Farmers

Young farmers getting started
are advised by Michigan State
College agricultural economists
that any farm short on land, live-
stock, machinery and credit will
have a rough time in the period
ahead.

Buy Farm Bureau Feed.

o
PX MeetlngS'
Set for
Legislati
gislation
DAN REED
Ass't Legislative Counsel

“The debating is over. Farm
Bureau members have spoken
through resolutions. The job now
is to put our full weight behind
the policies established,” said
Jack Lynn, legislative director,
following adjournment of the
AFBF convention at Chicago on
December 17.

THE MICHIGAN Farm Bureau
Institute scheduled for Kellogg
Center on the MSC campus at
East Lansing, will be the kickoff
on Michigan’s program. Mr. Lynn

will speak at the evening session
on January 5 and will meet Wed-

nesday morning, January 6, with |

chairmen of county legislative
committees.

To gear the whole Michigan
Farm Bureau legislative team in-
to action, a series of district meet-
ings are planned for January 25-
26 as follows:

District 1........ceu.un... January 26
District 2 ... January 26
District 3 .. January 25
Digtriot: 4. o, e January 25
Pistriel 5. intiai January 25
District 6...... ... January 26
District 7...... ... January 25
District 8...... ... January 26
District 9...... ... January 26
District 10......cccoveroe. January 25
COUNTY legislative commit-

tees will then have the responsi-
bility of bringing the nearly 1,300
Minutemen into active participa-
tion through county meetings to
be held about February 1.
Legislative Seminars are also
planned to bring the members of
the county legislative committees
to Lansing for a day to get an up-
to-the-minute view on state and
national legislation and to attend
a session of the legislature.
Wednesday, January 13 the
1554 session of the Michigan
legislature will corlvene.

TR

For

LOW COST —
COMPLETE COVERAGE

FIRE and WINDSTORM INSURANCE

OF FARM PROPERTIES

oV

IN ONE polLICY

can rely on FREMONT MUTUAL

Michigan folks have...
for 77 years

f

ESTABLISHED'

REMONT MuTuAL

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY
FREMONT, MICHIGAN

l
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Coclkshutt
EIAS TEIEM ALIL

Big tractors powered for big jobs and smaller ones for speed
and economy on light work...all with those years-ahead
features that make farming easier, safer and more profitable,

Coclkshutt "'SO"

The *'50" gives you big 4.5
plow copacity. At recent
official tests it provided 51.5
hp on the drawbor, 57.8 on
the belt . . . of lowest fuel
caif per hersepowaer hour ever
recorded. Power-pocked sixe
tylinder gosoline or Diesel
engine with overheod volves.
Six-speed transmission, Self
energizing double dise brokes.
Live PTO end live hydroulie
system, 4 front ends. Big
bires ond extremely rugged
construclion,

Thees plow copocity In most solls , . o
with 28 4 drawbor hp ond 32.9 of bely,
Choite of d-cylinder, overheod-valve gase
eline or Diesel angine. Rugged 4-speed
wranimition plus on eptional ecresper
geot that giver @ ronge of eight

end two reverse spesds. Four frent endy
live PTO ond live hydraulic system. Threes
point kitch or standard drowbar, Many

festures not ordinorily found om

3800 N. Grand River Ave.

OCKSHUTT offers farmers four
basic tractors in 26 different

models. And there’s a full line of
designed-for-the-job implements
to go with them , , , to give you
a complete range of power and
capacity to meet all your farm’s

Coclkshutt "&%0"

Hera's full 3-4 plow copacity , . «
with 40.1 hp ot drawbor, 45.6 ot
belt. Some derign, construction end
Fectures ax the "'50”, Same choice of
gosoling or Dievel overhead-valve
engine. Designed right—built right—

Cockshutt"' 20"

This Is truly the giant omong small trocters
» v » with full two-plow copacity in any seil,
Drowbar hp s 26.7; belt is 30.4. Rugged
durign plus emozing economy put it for
ohead of other 2-plow equipment. Like ell
other Cockshutt troctors it offers PTO and
live hydroulic system, new Improved
3-peint hitch, plus & cholce of

4-cylinder gosoline engine. Stondard

d-speed trensminion,

FARM ] BUREAUJ[ SERVICES Inc.

FARM EQUIPMENT WHOLESALE DIVISION

requirements,

Here in any one of these 28
new models are the extra value
features you have always wanted
in a tractor—greater stamina=—
smoother power—greater econ-
omy. Cockshutt has them all-and
they’re all yours when you choose
a Cockshutt. Just compare Cock-
shutt features with any other
tractor. Better yet, have a Cock-
shutt demonstration on your own
farm where the facts will speak

::';"Lﬂ;;‘.“ et g vy Jor  for themselves.
Why not arrange your demons
stration soon with your Cockshutt X
Dealer . .. right now if field
conditions permit!

FARM EQUIPMENT

" USE COUPON FOR LITERATURE

Farm Bureau BServices, Ing.
Farm Equipment Division
221 North Cedar Stroeet
Lansing 4, Michigan

I

I

|

Please send lterature checked below. |
D Tractors

[J Tractor Mounted Equipment I

I

I

I

|

|

[ Forage Harvestérs
[] Disc Harrows

O Cultivators

] Grain Drills

[] Moldboard Plows
[] Manure Spreadars
[0 Fertilizer Spreaders
[] Deep Tillage Tools
W Mowers

[0 Bide Delivery Rake

Please rend name of nearest Cock-
shutt Dealer

|
O Cumblnes
|

front ends

Name
Address
Post Office

County

|
|
|
I
I
Lansing 4, Michigan nl




