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Gratiot 60,Hillsdale54,Ingham 6,
Isabella 56, Jackson 42, Kent 187.r

LENAWEE 21,' Macomb 81,
Manistee 16,Mason 16,Mecosta5,
Midland 21,Newaygo61,Oakland
32, Oceana 64,Osceola 11, Otsego
15, Shiawassee 82,..~t. Clair 88,
Van. Buren 29, -Wayne 85, Wex-
ford 28.

Families, ,

WESLEYS. HAWLEY
Direclor of Membership Acquisition

Michigan Farm Bureau on February 23 reached its
membership goal of 56,662 for 1953 with a total of
56,676 families as members.

,This is the largest paid-up membership in our history
of 33 years. We are moving rapidly toward our 1956
goal fo!, a membership of 70,000 families.

Our success this year in reaching goal in February
for the first time has brought a m<?vement to have every
County Farm Bureau in Michigan reach 100 %
of its membership goal this year.

No. State Farm Bureau has been able
this in the history of the Farm Bureau.
possibility for Michigan in 1953.

All County Farm Bureaus under 100 % of goal have
reported 90.% or better with the exception of six ranging

I '

from 83 to 89 % and one at 79 %.
Michigan was the secona state Farm Bureau to reach

its membership goal this year. We were first in 1952,
but Mississippi got there first in 1953.

, ,
Last year the district membership men of Indiana

challenged district membership men in Michigan in a
race to reach the state goal first. They lost and gave a
dinner to the Michigan men. Michigan beat. tl;lem again
in 1953 and will report for dinner May'1 5.

Roll Call managers and wives from the 100 % _of goal
counties will have a victory dinner at Lansing the eve-
ning of April 1. Those reporting 100 % by April 1 will
be eligible to attend.

31st Year

Ezra Taft Benson'sacts as Sec-
retary of Agriculture to eliminate
waste arid pol i tic a I action
agencies, in the Dep't have
brought him under fire in Con-
gress.

,Goal of -56,662
•

+Going on to ~ake
All Counties 100%

F.B. Life Pays Interest
The Farm Bureau Life Insur-

ance Company January 2 paid
$14,556interest for 1952on Class
A common stock amounting to
$291,125. This is. the capital to
start the company.
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Reaches

United ,Press Photo
PRESIDENTEISENHOWERreceived lhe American Farm Bureau Federation officers and board of direclors at his While House

office February 10 and heard a presentalion of Farm Bureau's sland on national and inlernationa1issues.Piclured wilh lhe P~esidenl
are (sealed, left 10 right) AFBF Direclor Hassil E. Schenck of Indiana: AFBF President Allan B. Kline of Iowa: Presidenl Eisen-
hower: Mrs. Charles N. De Shazo of Virginia, presidenl of lhe Associaled Women of lhe AF.BF: Diredor Waller L. Randolph of
Alabama. Olhers in lhe group are direclors of lhe AFBF and several members .oflhe AFBF slaff al Washin!:Jlon.

In behalf of lhe member-
ship of 56.676members of lhe
Michigan Farm Bureau, I
wish 10' thank everyone who
worked in the 1953Roll Call
for membership. Michigan
has one of lhe besl member.
ship building organizalionsin
the American Farm Bureau.
Firsl among the states 10
make goal in 1952,second in
1953. Congratulations on a
fine jobl •

JACK YAEGER
Executive Secrelary
MichiganFarm Bureau

AFBF Directors' Visit 'President Eisenhower

,President Enjoys Fir.st MeetJng B~nson Under
With Farm. Bureau Leaders FIre; Needs

SupportOfficers and members of the 'board of directors of+ C _
the American. F~rm.Bureau Federation were cordially 29 ountles
received by President Dwight D. Eisenhower February .
10 when they came to confer with him on major national Over 100 as
and international issues. -. , .•

President Eisenhower expressed his appreciatio~ for Goal I-s Made'
BENSON is being blamed for

the opportunity to get first hand the Farm Bure~u's ~ the decline in farm prices, al-
position on the matters presented to him by AFBF WE LIST the 61 County Farm though it has been going on for FOLLOWINGis a list of Coun-
P'd All B Kl' M Kl' Id P 'd Bureaus according to their' per- a year or more. The impressionis ty Farm Bureaus and the-number

reSl ent an . me. r. me to res 1 ent centage of goal standings, their given that he will do'away with of members they need to have
Eisenhower that' the Farm Bure~u's position is based goal and total number of mem- price supports. Instead he has 100%of goal for 1953:

b F b 24 h M'ch'g' pled,ged repeatedly that he willon resolutions of policy developed by the membership ers e. ,wen 1 1 anFarm Bureau reached its goal of carry out fsithfully' the law that ALLEGAN 90.__Antrim 18,
at the county, state and national levels. # 56,662members for 1953: provides mandatory 90% of par- Berrien 77, Cass 21, Charlevoix

• ity price supports for the basic 36,Cheboygan22,Clinton 41,Eat-
Th'e invitation to the White House was the first- the COUNTY GOALTFOETBA.~4 7;OOAFLcrops of wheat, corn, cotton, rIce, 89 Eon , mmet 31, Genesee. 69,

AFBF had had l'n several years. Durl'ng that tl'me the Montmorency 170 199 117 tobacco and peanuts through the I'
Alcona 317 369.116. 1954crop season. Other supportsp

Farm Bureau was at odds with Secretary of Agriculture ~f~ng;t~.;;::=:::::: ~:m g~~m are in the law for perishables. r01Josed 'rax BleilTuscola 1,604 1,781 111 ~ l
Charles F. Brannan over policies he was promoting in Branch 1.671 1.809 108 C. L. BRODY.executive vice-Huron 1,733 1,863 108 .
the U. S. Dep't of Agriculture .. President Truman up- Sanilac t:800 1,947 108 president of the Michigan Farm B d fi

St. Joseph 986 1.063 108 Bureau, was in Washington in . V
held Mr. Brannan and crossed the Farm Bureau off hi~ ~:~~i~.....:::::::::::=::::: m m ~g~ late February. He said delega- a or. ~,l Iarmers. I' Gladwin 319 333 104 tions of people and mail are beingVIsiting 1St. Ogemaw 329 342 104

Presque Isle 414 430 104 directed into Congress aga~t Q f 01
THE FARMBureau told Presi-.. ----------.......----I ::r~te~~~....::::::::g~~ g~g ~g~Benson. uarter 0 1 /0 Gross Receipts Tax Could

dent Eisenhower that its resolu- Defense BOllds ~a:le:~';::::.:::::::::l:t;~ ~:mm Mr. Brody said a card or letter Take Present Income of Their Firmstions of farm policy agree with Alpena _ 558 568 102 in support of Mr. Benson will
many of the recommendations ~:ew.cili~hig~~" m m m. help him in the fights to come. Marketing Farm Commodities
made by the President in his For Ma'chI-nery Ionia 1.152 1,169 101 Such mail should be addressed to I
State of the Union speech at his • Mlssaukee 386 391 101 Sec'y of Agriculture Benson, to • STANLEYM. POWELL. Muskegon 426 432 101 '.
inauguratIOn. Ottawa 1,307 1.323 101 Senators Homer Ferguson and Legislative Counsel.Michigan Farm Bureau

. h R I 'Calhoun 1.404 1.406 100 Charles Potter, and to your
Pr;~i~e~~~ t~:e~~ce~sl;t~ ~o~ ep acelnent. ~~~t~~~o ..::::::::::~'m1,~~~ ~gg Congressman. Day by day the state's general fund deficit grows
, d' f . t d Th Monroe 986 9903100 ---------- b' It . d' d h M' h' • d' k b Iexpan 109 orelgn ra e. e Ingham 1.005 99 99 Igger. IS pre lcte t at lC Igan s re In a ance
Farm Bureau recommended a The higher interest rate paid ~:;eo;l~ ..::::::::::::::::~g~ ' ~~~ ~~ Livestoclr which was over $65,000,000 on July - I, 1952, will bebi-partisan Congressional Com- on U. S. Defense Bonds, com- Lenawee 1.321 1.300 98 "
mission to study and report on..<.. . h Van Buren 1,799 1.770' 98 at least $90,000,000 by June 30, 1953.. d d M UlenclOgMay I, 1952,makes t e Cass 828 807 97 \
legislative actIOnnee e. ean- familiar Series E bonds even Clinton 1,480 1.439 97 E I A I I" d h
while, the Executive branch of I' :\[ason 543 527 97 X'C I. nnna t IS estImate t at present tax laws will produce abouth t k d t more attractive for rep acmg Oakland 950 918 97
t e governmen was as e 0 farm machinery. - Antrim 410 392 96 $3,06,000,000 for the state during the coming fiscaltake immediate action within . Berrien 2,135 2.076 96
Present laws. EVERY f kn that Hillsdale 1,339 1,285 96 M h 14 year. The Governor's budget recommendatl'ons totalarmer OWS Jackson 954 912 96 al.c

The Farm Bureau pledged sup- most, if not all, of his machinery ;.[A~~an:..::::::::::::::::l,~g~ I,m ~g. $345,000,000. If the legislature should pare this backport for steps necessary to 'bal- may have to be replaced or may Genesee 1,286 1,217 95
ance the federal budget. It en- become obsolete within 10 years Gratiot 1,319 1,259 95 The 31st annual meeting of the to around $331,000,000, which is this year's budget. Isabella 1,082 1.026 95
dorsed retmolvaldOf PrI:te and orTshoe.more machl'nery'he owns, ~ttoclai~"':::::::::::::: ~:m ~:m ~~ M.ilclhibganLHivesltoockldELxcha~getotal, there would still be a deficit of $25,000,000 forwage con ro s an gave 1s rea- Manistee 200 184 92 WI e at ote s, ansmg, h . f I I

sons for opposing stand-by con- the more money it will take to Cheboygan 238 216 91 Saturday, March 14, starting at t e commg isca year. So the legislature looks for new
troIs. replace it. All farmers hope ~o ~r~~:~~se.~::.:.:::..:: m m ;~ 9:30 a. m. President Arthur J. revenue to balance the budget and reduce the deficit.'

PRESIDENT Eisenhower was improve their equipment by ad - Newaygo 625 564 90 Ingold expects BOO livestock pro- . ,
ing more and better machines. °Ccheanla: 6342695289239809ducers to represent the member- Rea~ons for the state's financl'al dl'ffl'cultl'es are many.informed by the AFBF that there ar evOlX .

is great need for expanding gov- HOWCANa farmer meet the~e ~Vr::~~~d::::::::::::::m m ~~ ship of 25,000. Probably the most important of these is, that, through
ernment research to find ways to needs when they arise? Kent !.258 1.091 87 R. H. WALTON. manager of k' d
lower costs of farm production, Pay your depreciation bill each Otsego 90 7li 83 the Exchange, lists these speak- earmar lOgS an constitutional amendments, a big chunk
processing and distribution of year, says the U. S. Treasury. Wayne ~ _4_0_0__ 3_15__ 79_ ers: P. O. Wilson, manager of of the revenue collected by the state is returned to
farm products, and to expand Suppose a tractor cost $2,250and TOTAL 56.66256j676100%the National Livestock Producers 1 I
farm markets at home and is good for 10 years. The de- ---------- oca units of government and school districts. ThereAss'n; Charles Figy, ,director of
abroad. Ipreciation each year will be $225.J - PI the Michigan Dep't of Agricul- is no state in the Union which returns as much aid to

Farm Bureau le~ders discussed By investing.$225each year for umor~ an ture; Jack Y,'leger, executive .. l"r d hi'
with the President the present 9 years only 10 U. S. Defense secretary of the Michigan Farm mumclpa lieS an sc 00 S, 10 proportion to its popula-

" farm price decline and increas; Bonds, the farmer will have P . Bureau; Dale Butz of the Agr'l tion, as does Michigan. Roughly from 2/3 to 3/4 of
ing production costs squeeze on more than enough money to b~y rogranl EconomicsDep't at MSC. h h
farm income. They expressed a new $2,250 tractor. He Will • The ladies will have a program w at testate takes in is sent back to local units, leavi~g
approval of the statement made have at the end of the 10th year F ...Y in the afternoon. Mrs. Harry th'e state incapable of paying its bills.
by Secretary Benson in this con- $2,383cash to buy a new tractor or ear Whittaker, chairman of Women
nection. A summary of the state- at $2,250and have $133left over . of Michigan Farm Bureau, will A wide vari.ety of tax proposals and schemes is being
ment appears in the editorial col- for other use. "To increase membership by preside. V. E. Bigler of the Dep't considered: I doubt if there are any of them under
umn of the Michigan Farm --------- I of Meat Merchandising of theW f d G Aid strengthening loca, county, and h' h f ld ' h f INews. ex or roup' s district groups." Nat'l Livestock and Meat Board, w lC armers wou n t pay t eir u I share and prob-

--------- In Polio Treatment This is the aim of the Michigan will demonstrate "New Ideas in ably more too.ThaI-II" You' Farm Bureau members in the Junior Farm Bureau in 1953. Meat." W. R. Cummings, man-. HOUSE Blb.• d PRESIDENT Vern Thalmann ager of the Indianapolis Produc- GROSS RECEIPTS TAX. The ILL 140 would beBuckley-Cornellarea of Wexfor b d
county put on a successful drive presided, at the State Jr. FB ers, will speak on th~ladies' part tax bill receiving the most atten- ur ensome, if not confiscatory,
recently to aid the fight against Council meeting at MSC Jan. 24. in the livestockmarketing. tion is House Bill 140,introduced in the case of cooperatives and
polio. Committees were chosen Composedof the presidents of all The annual banquet of the Ex- by Representative T. Jefferson other business firms handling
and a penny supper was sponsored Junior Farm Bureau groups, plus change .will be held at the hotel Hoxie of St. Louis and Carl G. farm,products and farm supplies.
by the group. Proceedsamounted the Junior State Boaf-d,the coun- in the evening. Lindquist of Iron River. This A tax of 14 of 1% would be !hc a
to enough to purchase a treatment cil is the policy-makinggroup for -----....,------ proposesa levy of 1/.& of 1% on the bushel on $2 wheat. That's about
table for the physical therapy de- the Michigan Junior Farm Bu- FB Mutual Pays gross receipts of wholesalers and the amount of margin which the
partment of the Munson Hospital reau. manufacturers. Michigan Elevator Exchange has
in Traverse City. The council voted to continue Interest on Capital There is much uncertainty as to on which to operate. Often they

these well-known projects: farm The Farm Bureau Mutual Auto- just what the bill in its present handle soybeans at :!hcper bushel
safety program, Ionia fair cafe- mobile Co. announcedthat Jan. 2 form really means and how it margin. If beans were $3 a
teria, the State Fair apple juice it paid $13,092interest for 1952at would be interpreted and applied, bushel, the tax would be ~c on a
stand, sports festival, talk meet, 6% on outstandingsurplus certifi- particularly in the case of mer- transaction involving a %c
talent find, camping program, cates amounting to $218,720.The chandise purchased from out-of- margin.
spring fonnal, and th~ Gennan certificates represent the capital state wholesalers. Whether this The Michigan. Elevator Ex:-
high school student exchange subscribedby Farm Bureau mem- bill might pass remains to be change now handles about If. of
program. bers to start the company. seen. (Continued on Page 4)
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E,n IT 0 R I A L-
Hiram in Florida

Have you been wishing this winter that you
were in Florida, or Arizona, southern Texas or
California where it's warm and sunny and no
thought of chill winds or flu? Michigan Farm News
poet, R. S. Clark, has been spending the winter at
Fort Myers, Florida. That's fa~ s~uth in Florida
on the Gulf of Mexico. Mr. Clark gives us a
picture of Florida weather and Florida agriculture
this season in his poem Hiram in Florida. See'
page 2.

New Statement oj Agr'l Policy
February 5 Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft

_Benson issued for the U.S. Dep' t of Agriculture
a new_ statement of agricultural policy.

The position taken by Mr. Benson on farm prices,
price supports, and freedom from government reg-
ulation of agriculture is in agreement with the long
time position of the American Farm Bureau. Sec-
retary Benson said, in part:
. "The supreme test of any government policy,

agricultural or other, should be 'How will it affect
the character, morale, and well-being. of our people?'

Our agricultural policy ,should aim to obtain in
the market place full parity prices of farm products
and parity incomes for farm people so that farpters
will have freedom to I operate efficiently and to
adjust their production to ~hanging consumer
demands in a changing economy.

"The most important metho~ of promoting the
long-time welfare of farm People and the nation is
the support of adequate programs of research and
education in the production, processing, marketing
and utilization of farm products, and in the
problems of rural living.

"The development of modern agriculture •••
has placed the family farm in a vulnerable economic
position because farm piice~ and income rise and

.,fall more rapidly than farm costs.
"Hence, the guarding of farm levels of living

requires a program of storage and price supports
to help assure stability of income. These supports
should be designed not only to serve the welfare of
farmers, but also-in the widest national interest-
to prevent disaster to the farm-producing plant and
the national food supply. \

"Price support will be carried out faithfully in. ,
every respect. These are mandatory price supports
at 90 per cent of parity on the so-called basic com-
modities for 1953 and 1954. Other laws provide for
supports on other farm products. While enforcing
these laws, there, will be formulated long-t~rm
programs which will more fully and effectively
accomplish our over-all objectives.

"Price supports should provide insuranc~ against
disaster to the farm-producing plant ~nd help to sta-
bilize national food supplies. But price supports
which tend to prevent production shifts toward a
balanced supply in terms o~ demand, and which
encourage uneconomic production and result in con-
tinuing heavy surpluses and subsidies should' be
avoided.

"We seek a minimum of restrictions on farm
production and marketing to permit the ma~imum
of dependence on free market prices as the best
guides to production and consumption. Farmers
should not be placed in a position of working for
government bounty rather than producing for a
free market.

"Our agricultural policy will emphasize the
further development of both -domestic and foreign
markets for farm products. We will seek ways and

I ,

means of improvi'ng the operation of free markets.

"Inefficiency should not be subsidized in agri-
~ulture or any other segment of _our econo.my.
Relief programs should be operated as such-not
as an aid to the entire agricultural inaustry.

"It seems important that a very thorough study,
analysis, and evaluation should be made of every
public agricultural program now in operation to
ascertain if it is actually needed, and, if needed,,
whether it can be reduced, combined, decentralized,
coordinated, or otherwise improved'in the interest
of agricultural and national' welfare ...

Farm
.--------------------0;,------,
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Chickens need a good sUPP,ly01
vitamin D to make use of the
calcium in oYster shells, poiht
out Michigan State College
poultrymen. Fish oil provide~
both vitamins,A and D. -
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Chickens

meeting was scheduled a group
was organized. By organizing the
new groups on a ten and twelve
family basis the County Farm
Bureau gets off to a good' founda~
tion and will expand rapi{ily..

Kalkaska county will be or-
ganized in March. A committee.
meeting will 'be held the evening
of March 6 to start the work. :

THIS IS YOUR TICKET
TO WOIRY-FREE RECOVERY

~BLUE CROSS - BLUE SHIELD
Alichigan Hospital Servia-Michigan Medical Service

234 State Street, Detroit 26, Michigan

Blue Shield covers doctor bills!
Blue Shield Medical-Surgical Plan pays
generous amounts to your doctor for over
480 listed medical-surgical procedures. It
pars toward your doctor's' hospital visits
in non-surgical cases. ,

Protection without problems!
There's no red tape with ~lue Cross - Blue
~hield. Simplyshow your identification card
to your doctor and hospital admitting clerk.
Benefits are taken care of automatically!

I I IHow to get
Blue Cross - Blue Shield:

No physical examination is necessary. Ask
your employer, 'Ch~ck your Farm Bureau
or Grange! Write or call your nearest Blue
Cross - Blue Shield office,
The hospitals' and doct~rs" own non-
profit health-care plans for the welfare of
the public ••• .

•Is'no

cuss and adopt by-laws, elect the
board of direcl0rs, and transact
whatever busin~ss that is neces-
sary in organizing the County
Farm Bureau.

A local committee' headed by
Mr. 'and Mrs. Frank Humphrey
did the ground work for the
local meetings and formulating
plans to organize the County
Farm Bureau. The following
district men and staff members
attended these meetings to tell
the Farm Bureau story and organ-
ize the groups: Elden Smith. Clare
McGhan. Charlie Mumford, Her-
man Howeisen, Roger Foerch. Carl
Kentner, Bill Eastman, and Wesley
Hawley. Evet'y place where a

,There better
health-care protection

f!! a~y ~ricet

Hospital costs are up!
Modern medical science is making treme'n-
dou. strides in easing 'pain and speeding
recovery. Many wonderful drugs and medi-
cal techniques have been introduced in just
the last few years.
But, new drugs and new techniques are
expensive. Inflation, too, has pushed hos-
pital costs up. In the last 10 years, these
costs have almost tripled. That's why Blue
Cross - Blue ~hield protection is more
import.ant than ever before!

In the 14 years since Michigan hospitals
and doctors started these non-profit plans,
Michigan Blue Cross -Blue Shield.have paid
out over 280 million dollars-in subscriber
benefits•. With over 2* -million members
Blue Cro8s - Blue Shield is Michigan's most
widely used health-care protection.'

Blue Croll covers hospital bills!
Blue Cross Comprehensive Group Hospital
Plan covers a wide range of hospital serv-
ices, for up to 120 days, at anyone oJ over
95% of the general hospitals in Michigan
(excepting Government hospitals) •

SICKNESS AND ACCIDENTS are never welcome
visitors. Recovery is often a slow process.
In many cases, recovery from expenses due
to hospitalization and medical care is even
slower!

,Blue Cross-Blue Shield pay more.; ~for more
hospital and medical ser'Qices.;."

for more p'eopleI I I,

, .
ARE YOU, PROTECTED?

I

ONE IN EVERY THREE FAMILIES
FACES A HOSPITAL BILL
WITHIN THE YEARI

FARM BUREAU . INSURANCE
507 South GrandAv'e.~ L~nsing 4, Michigan

••

If your livestock damages a neighbor's crop

If your child injures, a playmate" ••, ,

If your tractor or tools are involve~ in an accident ..

, .. Are you prepared to pay damages? Farm liability insuranc~ pr~-
tects you. It costs little, bu't it safeguards you and your family against
claims for injuries or property damage for which y~u are liable. Be sure
to ask your Farm Bureau Insurance Agent to explain this vitally important
protection.

Are You Liab'le?•

The week of February 15,
organization of Farm Bureau in
Clare County got a fine start.
Nine Community Farm Bureaus
were organized. Three more will
be organized by March 3. The
membership goal is 100.

MARCH 6 the County Farm
meeting. The members will dis-

Clarc County I

Organizing
Farm Bm-cau

I

VACATIONS

.!

ADS,

form.
Watch the column next month

for the Star Award winners for
February and March. A short
summary on each group will be
gIven indicating why their
minutes were honored.

BABY CHICKS .

DARBY WHITE LEGHORNS. 100%
Sexed Pullets. 100% live arrival. 100%
livability guaranteed two weeks per
literature. 'We specialize In the re-
production of the Famous Darby
\Vhlte Leghorns and work directly
with Darby Leghorn Farm. Somerville,
N. J. Highest pen In U.S. 1962. Also
highest 10 year average "Whlte Leg-
horns. 1941-51. Are you troubled with
broodiness, tinted eggs, leukosis? Try
Darby strain White Leghorns. U. S.
Approved - Pullorum Passed. Free Lit-
erature. Dirkse Leghorn Farm. Box
169-R. Zeeland, Michigan. (2-4t-15b)

TOWN LINE U. S. Certifled-Pull-
orum Clean White Leghorns. 25 years
of U. S. ROI" Trapnesting and Progeny
Testing has developed our Leghorns
for bodY size. lIvablJlty. egg size. 1951-
52-64.5% of our Leghorns qualified for
ROP, ftVer-dge body weight 5.0 per
hen; average egg production 205 eggs
based on' total number of birds
housed; - average egg weight 26,3
ounces to the dozen. Fill your laying
houses with Townllne Leghorns for
more egg profits. U. S. ROP White
Rocks for both eggs and meat. New
Hampshire 'Reds, lIlinorca-Leghorns.
Send for Xew Catl;llog. It.s Free!
Townllne Poultry Farm, Box F. Zee-
land, ~I\chlgan. (l-3t-96b)

FOR SAL.E

TOLEDO Dial Scale. Ten ton. Per-
fect condition. Darling Building
Supply Company. 1600 Turner Street.
Lanljlng 5. :\lIchigan. (3-lt-16b)
. -

RAILOC silo roofs. aluminum or
steel silo chutes. chute dormers, safelY
basket .platforms. and' silo ladder.
\Ve Install. Clarence Van Strlen, phone
3611. Byron Center, )lichlgan. Mem-
ber of :\lichlgan Farm Bureau .

. (3-3t-29b)

PL.ASTIC SAP BUCK'ETS

pLASTIC sap gathering buckets are
an Important .Improvement. They
save time and money on storage and
washing. Provide shelter"d tap holes.
Bag lets In sun's ultra-~olet rays.
Sugar Bush Supplies Co.• PO Box
1107. Lansing 4, :\lich. Located on M.
43 at 4109 West Saginaw St., just
west of Lansing and Waverly golf
course. (l-tf.S56)

MACHINERY

FOR SALE-194S Co-op E-3 Tractor
with 8-speed transmission. completely
overhauled and guaranteed, $1,100.Al-
so, 1931 No. 2 Co-op Tractor with
cultivator. In good condition. $400.
Co-op corn picker at $300.\Vl11lamMc-
Calla, 4100 Stone School Road, Ann
Arbor, R-6. Michigan, (3-lt-a2p)

\VANTED-Steam engines. Write
Information. \v. H. Knapp. Box 673,
~tonroe. Mich. (3-2t-10b)

PLANNIXG a fishing trip, or va-
cation? Come to Drummond Island In
northern Michigan where the fishing
Is good. For good cabins and boats at
reasonable rates, write Thomas I.
Ellis. Box 56. Drummond, Michigan.

(2-3t-34p)

BUL.L.DOZERS, ETC.

FOR SALE-1960-TD-14 Internation-
al Bulldozer; 1952-TD-9 International
Angle Dozer; 1950-TD-6 International
Bulldozer; 1950-HG-42 Oliver Tractor
only; 1952-0C-3 Oliver Tilt or Angle
Bulldozer; Oliver .20 Inch breaker
plow, and other tools. ThIs Is private-
ly owned eqUipment. E. L. Matteson,
3100\Vest Ionia Street, Lansing. Mich-
Igan. Phone '21961. (2-2t-35p)

SIL.O ACCESSORIES

Hiram In Florida

~...

CLASSIFIED

MICHIGAN FARM NEWS

Classifiel advertisements are cash with order at the following
rates: 8 cents per word for one edition.'Ads to appear in two or
more editions take the rate of 6 cents per word edition. These
rates based on guarantee of SO.OOO or more subscribers. They
are members of the Michigan Farm Bureau.

It's wintertime in Florida. at least they call it so,
And here I am. and Marthy too, away from shoveling snow.
Away from breathing icy air, away from daily chores,
With lots of leisure on our hands and lots of out-of-doors.
The Doctor recommended it. He said we ought to stay
Until it's warm in Michigan, in~April or in May.

The weather we had hoped to see has somehow not been shown
And coolish days in Florida can chill you to the bone.
The sun is warm~ as advertised. but when it rains it pours
And when the wind comes on to blow then all creation roars.
With lots of flu on every side - and flowers and everything,
We're wintering here in Forida and wishing it were Spring.

Th.eTl(s lots of farming done down here. It's mostly garden truck.
Some of it on the pineland sand but more upon the muck.
The farmers fertilize and spray; they irrigate and drain,
And everything is mechanized except the sun and rain.
There seem to be no one-man farms we note with some surprise,
But long, long rows and spreading fields' of corporation size.
They manufactur~ pasture here from wild pa~metto flats
With big bulldozer-rooter rigs and snorting diesel cats.
The area is deeply dlsked; the roots are piled and fired,
And every hundred yards a ditch for .drainage is required,
If things get dry' they irrigate with copious water flow,
~nd then they fertilize and seed, and then the grass can grow.
At that the feed looks thin to me. The cattle graze all day
And many cows are showing ribs in prominent display.

Of course I haven't to'Ured the state with dairying in view
And much that Hiram may have missed might be all plain 'to you.
And then again it may just be I'm getting old and crabby
With all my mental powers decayed and all my muscles flabby,
But all in all I'll take the North, where Santa drives a sleigh
And tourists bloom in summer in the good old fashioned way.

R. S. Clark
Rivers Edge Tourist fm-k
Fort Myers, Florida

of groups will be recognized.
which is approximately 11 to 12
groups each month. Of this num-
ber. four' gold stars and eight
silver stars will be given.

Under the old program, the
Star Awards were'paSsea around
so that very seldom did a group M. h. d
receive more than one star during IC Igan Win st~nn
the year. However, under the CO. 2nd Largest
new plan, "repeaters" are en~I Harrison Dodds of West Branch
couraged. A ~r~up coul~ win a.n president of the Michigan Mutuai
a~ard every month. if the~r Windstorm Insurance Company,
~mute~ wer~ good enough. ThIS said at the recent annual meeting
gives' mcentlve to th~ unusuall.y that the company is the 2nd larg-
good groups to contmue theIr est of its kind in the world with
pro~ra~ and receive recognition 114,351 policies in force, tdtaling
for It., $801,651,366 of windstorm insur-

The Star Award letter receiv'- ance. Losses incurred the past
ed by many groups in the past year were 8,358 amounting to
will be replaced by a certificate. $305,643.
As an award is WOIb by, a group, Five directors were re-elected:
the state office will send . the Mr. Dodds, Robert F. Bessemer,
stars to paste on the certificate so Owosso; Orr G. Stanley, Hastings;
that at the end of the year all Virge1 fl.. Conway, Lupton,Robert
Star Awards, will' appear on one E. Stanley, Hastings. \

LIVE STOCK

POLLED SHORTHORN Heifers 8-
10 months old, Suitable for club
work. Reasonably priced. Home
Saturdays. Walter Ball. Charlotte,
~Hch. 5 miles north .. (2-2t-21p)

MILKING SHORTHORNS-We won
Premier Breeder award at the 1952
Michigan State Fair, our 9th In 10
years. Take a short-cut to success
by heading your herd with a young
bull trom Ingleside Farm. Write or
visit Stanley M. Powell, Ionia, R-l.
Michigan. (10-U-61b)

TA)IWORTH SWI:"E produce the
kind of meat you like to eat. More
lean and less fat. Visit or write Phil
Hopkins, Popular Stock Farm. Homer,
)I\chlgan, tor good breeding stock.

(3-6t-26p)

WOMEN

SAVE MOXEY-Order Free Sewing
Book: "1953 Pattern Service for Sew-
Ing with Cotton Bags," 24 pages, tells
how to. make fashionable clothing
and household Items from thrifty
cotton sacks.\ You save container
costs when you buy products In Cotton
Bags. Send postcard today-National
Cotton Council. Box 76, Memphis,
Tennessee. (2-10t-30b)

L.AND

BLUEBERR Y land. For particulars
write S. Elenbaas, Coopersvl\le R-2.

~lich. (2-2t-2Op)

WANTED

WANT~orn Huskers. Corn
Binders. Threshel'8, Grain Blnden.
Silo FlIIers. Drive Belts, Small Steam
Engine. Harry Wassink. 835 Eastern
S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan.

(12-4t-20p)

CORRIEDALE SHEEP. Does your
flock shear 10 Ibs. or more of long
staple wool? If not, ask your sheep
shearer about using a Corrledale ram
In that part of your flock you save
~'our replacement ewes from. George
E. )I\kesell, Charlotte, R-4, Michigan.

(3-tf-40b)

FOR SALE-Registered Herefords.
W. H. Knapp. Box 5i3. :\Ionroe. ~lIch.

(3-2t-9b)

AGENTS WANTED

NEED EXTRA Money? Show your
friends Wonderful Regal' Jines of
All-Occasion Greeting Cards. Over
100 beautiful assortments to choose
from. Also Exclusive Stationery un-

I obtainable elsewhere. No experience
necessary. Your profit up to 100% plus
bonus. Write for free samples, Sales
kit on approval. Rega.! Greeting Card
Co.• Dep't 113, Ferndale, 1Ilichlgan.

(l-3t-1>2b)

WOOL. PRODUgERS

SHEARING Equlpm~nt and Sharp-
ening Service. Shearmasters, ClIp-
masters. and commercial shearing
equipment and parts for sale. Mich-
Igan Co-operative Wool Marketing
Association, 308 Francis Street. Jack-
son. Michigan. Phone 3-4246. (1-6t-27b)

MAPL.E SYRUP PRODUCERS

WE OFFER all supplies for making
and marketing your pure maple syrup.
Order now for Immediate delivery and
be sure. Sap buckets, bucket coven,
containers In tin and glass, labels.
thermometers. hydrometers, filters.
etc. Write for prlees and catalog on
our complete list of supplies. Sugar-
Bush Supplies Co., PO Box 1107.
Lansing 4. )lIchigan. :Uocated on 1\1-43
at 4109West Saginaw Road. just west
of Lansing, and 'Waverly golf course.

(l-tf-55b)

Lansing, ~Iichigan \

Community
Farm Bureau
Activities
MRS. MARJORIE GARDNER
Community Groups Total 1179.
The first thing of importance

to report for these last two
months is the organization of 36
new <;ommunity Farm Bureaus.
The state goal for the year is
1368. At the present time. our
groups number 1179 leaving ap-
proximately 189 groups to organ-
ize during the remainder of the
year. A survey was taken re-
cently at a meeting of County
Farm Bureau Secretaries, which
indicated that according to plans
the counties now have. in pro-
gress it is expected that the goal
will be reached. The normal in-
crease in groups in past years
has been about 100 per year. If
the goal is reached this year, 'it
will mean twice as many groups
organized as has been the ex-
perience in any' one year in the
past.

Huron County leads the state
with a total of four new grOUP~so
far this year. Incidentally. they
have a total of 54 groups. Hills-
dale and Oce:ma follow with
three new groups organized to
date.

OFFICERS
PresldenL_.C. E. Buskirk. Paw Paw
V-Pres. W. G. Hodge, Snover
Exec. V-Pres._C. 1.. Broc1y,Lansing
Exec. Sec'y__ .J. F. Yaeger, Lansing

DISTRICT DIRECTORS
t-Ruaaell Ji:. Ha.aeI_..Rlohlan4, R-t
2-Blaque Knlrk_. Qulncy, R.t
3-Edward Frltch HoweU. R-t
~A. Shellenbarger_..L. Odessa, R-1
l>-Marten Garn. Charlotte, R-5
&-Ward G. Hodge Snover, R-1
7-Harry Norris .Casnovla
8-Kenneth Johnson_Freeland, R-ll
8-Ren A.-DeRulter )lcBaIn-. R.l

lo-Ja.mes M,lelock ..Wblttemore

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
Carl E. Busklrk_ .._.._.Paw Paw, R.ll
""alter "'.lghtman __ Fennvllle. R-1
Gleason E. Hall\wlll Gladwln. R-4

Representing
WOMEN. OF FARM BUREAU

Mrs. H. "'hlttaker ....Metamora, R-t
Representing

JUNIOR FARM BUREAU
Vem Thalmann ..__.....Berrlen Center

Michigan Farm Bureau

Services, .Inc.

The Breath 0' Spring

MARCH

PURPOSE OF FARM
BUREAU

The purpose of this Assocla.
tion shall be the advancement
of our members' interests edu.
cationally, legislatively, and
economic.allY.

221 N. Cedar Street

Now's the time to talk 10

your Farm Bureau petroleum
dealer about spring deliveries
of tractor fuel and motor oil. He
has a complete line of quality
petroleum products to choose
from and is eager to serve you.
Go in and see him or call him
today.

No.3

Bureau

Unico Premium Motor Oil does more than
lubricate--it cleans as it lubricates, re-
tarding oxidation, sludging, gum forma-
tion and carbon. 'It stands up better under
heavy load and severe friction. It will
stand heavy pressure, high temperature
and rugged driving conditions. When you
use "Unico," you can depend upon safer,
cleaner and longer. life motor performance.

March 1. 1953

Michigan Farm News
Establlahed Janu&r7 11, U21

Entered .. aeoon4 claN matter
Jan. It, UU. at the postottlce at
Charlotte, Wlchlpn, under the Act
ot Marc:h S, 181'.

b7J>.)(~r~ ~Bu~~t at ~
publication ottlce at 114 E. Lontt
St., Charlotte, Wlchlpn.

Editorial .. 4 pneraJ ottlc... Itl
~ortJ\ c.dar St., LaWI\C, Mlehlpn,
Post Otflce ~ ItO. Telephone
r.a""lnc !-1"1, Extenalon 8.

Send notlc@s on Form 3518 and
undeliverable COplM returned under
Form 857S to YlchJgan Farm News
C'dltorial office. P. O. Box 960, Lans-
Ing. )llch\p.n.
Einar Ullgren Edltol'
Jame. O.borne __ A.soclate Editol'

Sub.-<>ertptlon:40 cents a year
Limited to Farm Bureau Members.

Vol. 31

Proof of Quality
The open formula on a Farm Bureau feed tag is proof that Farm

Bureau feeds are made for farmers-by a farm organization. There is
nothing to hide in Farm Bureau Porkmakers -' Milkmaker -M.V.P. - or Hi
N-R-G Broiler Maker. We are proud that your good judgment directs you
to Farm Bureau feeds. Results on farms prove you are right. '

More good farmers use Farm Bureau feeds than any other feed in
Michigan. '

Ask your Farm Bureau dealer h ow to get on our cattle - hog - or
poultry program.

United we are strong-divided we are wr~mg.

FeN Ikpart.eat

Baby chicks - calves - pigs-are
with us or soon will be.

Looking them over, it is difficult
to realize that there is the farmer's
coming profit---or loss.

Good breeding means the ability
to grow into profit.

Good management means glvm g them the chance. to make money
for you.

Good feed means a ration, formu lated to enable the good breeding you
bought (or raised), plus the good management you used to grow these
animals to the maximum efficiency. This means the most money for you'.

Farm

TWO

Now's the Time

Order Fertilizer Now \ahead of it. re~ind. M~chiga~
F rtT rod t" State College SOlI s<;lenhsts; It

e I Izer P uc Ion Increases pays to order and accept de-
annually, but demand keeps livery early.

One gun and one grease-
thai's how you save time with
Unico Premium Grease. You
can do most of the lubricating
jobs on the farm wun. one
grease.

Unico Premium comes in
handy 10 and 25 Lb. cans-or
the economical 100 Lb. drum
sue. Next time, order Unico
Premium. You'll be glad you
did.

Farmers Petroleum Co-operative, Inc.
221 N. Cedar St. Lansina, ~Iichiaano 0

STAR AWARDS
What's happened to the Star

Awards given to local groups
each month for the best minutes
submitted? We have had more
inquiries from Community Farm
Bureau Secretaries with regard to
this award in the state office.
There seemed to be" so much in-
terest in the program' that the
Star Award system has been re-
vised 'in order to meet the needs
of the greatly expanded Commun-
ity Farm Bureaus, that we now
have. as compared to the number
of groups when the Star Awards
were first started. Starting with
the February minutes, Star
Awards to Community Farm Bu-

\

reau groups will be ,continued,
but on a much expanded scale.

==:::= -------------------------- One per cent of the total number
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THI\EE

Yields

WASHINGTON 6, D. C.

and WINDSTORM INSURANCE
Of FARM PROPERTIES

LOW COST -
COMPUTE COVERAGE

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY
FREMONT, MI~IGAN

Micbigan lolks "are •• _[
I f.r 11ye.11

f FREmOnT mUTUAL'

I~I IN ONE POLICY
~V .

call, re'y 011 FREMONT MUTUAL

Your farm may be miles from the nearest railroad, yet railroads
make possible the automobile, the tractor and the truck you use
every day. For the building of all these vehicles depends upon a
great variety of raw materials and finished parts that only the
railroads' continent-wide assembly line can bring together.

And railroad tracks run from your farm, too - furnishing the
broad highway that reaches from your fields to every Corner of
the nation, so that the l,roduce you raise has a market as big and
broad as Amcrica itsclf.

In doing their vital job, thc railroads pay for building and main-
taining their stecl highways and they pay state and local taxes on
them - the same kind of taxes you pay for the support of schools
and local roads and the general s~vices of government.

So you have a double interest in these railroad tracks - for they
not only connect your farm with all America, but they also are
your neighbors and fellow taxpayers.

(

f,r
ARE

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS
~CiJ""""".,.v<v~

WISE
FARMERS

Increas~ng

The RepUblicanstate convention
at Detroit Feb. 21 nominated C. L.
Brody of Lansing to be its candi-
date for the State Board of Agri-
culture at the April election.

The board is the governing body
for Michigan State College. Mr.
Brody is executive vice-president
of the Michigan Farm Bureau.

MR. BRODY was appointed to
the Board of Agriculture in Octo-
ber, 1921, by Governor Alex J.
Groesbeck. He. has since been
nominated and elected to serve
five six-year terms, and n'ow has
been nominated for a 6th term.
He has served as chairman of the

+---, ------d-----b-o-a-rd-f-o-r-2-3-0-r-t .....h.....e-3-1-Y-e-a-rs-'--1auditorium to seat 4,500, a foot-

Offer Bro' Y During Mr. Brody's years as a ball stadium to seat 50,000, the
member of the board MSC has Jenison Field House for Farmers
grown from an enrollment of less Week meetings and winter sports,

For 'State than 3,000 students to more than and other buildings.
14,000,with a corresponding in-
crease in faculty, buildings and Protein

B 'd f A equipment. ~oar 0 gr Check up on yourself and
• In those years the board de- make s\lre the school children

vised a self-liquidating plan are getting substantial protein-
whereby five modern dormitories filled lunches. Meat, egg, fish
for women an<\five for men have or cheese sandwiches should be
been built for $10,000,000but at waiting for the youngsterS-:-Or
no cost to the taxpayers. Room hearty casseroles made with
repts and board provide operating cheese or meat Michigan State
revenues and pay for the build- College nutritio'nists advise.
ings. The same plan has built an

Plow Spee'ils Farm Te1eplJoae Service'

A specia1lU de$fgned plorD is fUed to bu.ri
toiTe along roadsides lor telep'/l.oM .ennee m
rural areas where thi& type 01 corutructitm
i.s less expensive than building Una on pola.
, The plow Zeave&no trench. ••• but'ia the ••
in a single opeTation. 'l'hU is another ezampl4
01 telephone etftciencu tDOI'lcing lor '110. •••
6Peeding construction 01 tn4f'e rural teleph-ofu
ladlitia. and helping to keep cost 01 ,ennc.
Zoto. It', one 01 the reasom 1Dh71 the propor-
tiou of larmen tDith telephones in Mf.ch41a
b IIaOIJ6 tM lUghat = tAe P4Uoa.

The supply of Farm Bureau fertilizer is going to
be short again this year. Insure having your spring
fertilizer needs by placing your order with your nearest
Farm Bureau dealer now.

Wise farmers are planning to use more fer1ilizer
than in previous years in spite of the fact that farm
prices are on the decline.

It is a fact that the amounl of fertilizer
you use is one of the greatest determining factors in the

• outcome of the crop.

FARM BUREAU SERVICES, INC.
FERTILIZER DEPARTMENT

221 N. Cedar St. Lansing 4, !Iicbigan

is worth about 21h tim-es what
Michigan farmers spend on com-
mercial fertilizers," claimed R.
M. Swenson, soil scientist. "Man-
ure is excellent to supply nitro-
gen and potash to corn, sugar
beets and other crops that are
heavy users of these elements."

RESEARCH is being passed
_ I along to farmers as fast as pos-

farmers in my area," said Ruford sible, but our recommendations
F. Bittner, Cass county agricul- must be sound first," said Dr.
tural agent. Kenyon T. Payne, head of the

MANURE. "Barnyard manure farm crops department.

About
Do Ii.

MICHIGAN FARM NEWS

a.CB.8A. BILL TELEPHOIIE COMPANY

Peach growers profit fr~m

new, hardy, early-ripening variety

Peaen growers who long have wanted an
early-ripening fruit that would ship well are
profiting from the new Fairhaven peach. ThU
variety is the fourth peach developed at the
South Haven substation of the Agricultural Ex-
periment station of Michigan State College. It
is designed for the market period after Redhaven
but before Halehaven, Kalhaven and South
Haven. The new Fairhaven features a hardy
bud that is resistant to'cold and fog. and a fruit
that is firm and ships exceptionally well. When
ripe, it is freestone. Growers interested in a
sturdy, early-ripening peach can get further
information by call1ng, writing or v.isiting their
County Agricultural Agent.

ALFALFA. "F e r t i Ii z e r can
help farmers Jill their silos," said
James A. Porter, soils extension
specialist. "Seven (ons of good
alfalfa silage would contain 23
pounds of phosphorous and 98
pounds of potash' or the equival!.
ent of 300 cOllUl\ercialpounds of
0-8-32 fertilizer. Manure would
put 50 percent of ~he phosphor-
us and 40 percent of the potash
back on 'the land to grow more
crops or silage." ,

CASH CROPS. "A program
that includes a legume plow-
down crop at least every fourth
year has greatly increased Bay
county cash crops," reported
Carl J. Hanson, Bay county ag-
ricultural agent.

BIG THREE. "Lime, legumes
and soil testing have paid off for

LIQUID NITROGEN. "By 1955
farmers of the U. S. will use
about 500,000 tons of the new
liquid nitrogen fertilizers, like
anhydrous amonia. Abput one-
fourth of the total nitrogen sales
will be in the liquids," said Dr.
Robert E. Lucas, soil scientist.
"Another new fertilizer-Ura-
form-is good for long season
crops such as pasture, which re-'
quire a Unifprm supply of nitro-
gen."

SOIL STRUCTURE. "G 0 a d
soil structure is the answer to
overcoming • decreased yields,"
said Dr. Lloyd' M. Turk, MSC
soil science head, who becomes
director of the Agr'l Experiment
Station, July 1. "Poor methods
of s~il preparation are at fault.
Soil can be improved with more
organic matter, working it when
the soil is not wet, and less work-
ing of it."

Good soil structure, proper rotations, value of ferti-
lizer, and new trends in hapdling. soils and crops were
covered thoroughly in "short course" fashion during
Farmers Week at Michigan State College. We quote
what some of the authorities said in the crops and soils
meetings:

Sugar' Beets and-j"ertilizer. "On the average, 800 lbs.
of 3-9-18 fet:tilizer per acre, applied directly on sugar
beets, increased yields by about three tons per acre," said
Milton H. Erdmann, MSC farm crops man who worked
on tests at the Ferden Farm near Chesaning, Saginaw
county.

Tillage. "Largest beet yields come from fields where
the soil was worked only enough to make accurate
planting possible," said Dr. Ray L. Cook of the MSC
soil science dep.t. "Weed control also was easier in the
minimum tillage fields.

"Com fertilizer should be placed about two inches
below the seed and can be two inches to the side and
be effective."

Week
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Farmers

Get your farm operations
.......

out of the mud with

CONCRETE
W'HY let muddy barnyards and feed lots rob

you of your time,money and temper? Plan
now to pave these areas with durable concrete.
Such improvementswill save feed and labor and'
get your farm operations out of the mud.

Let your plans include concrete poultry runs,
sidewalks, well platforms and driveways. Re-
member,concrete construction also improves the
appearance and increasesthe value of your farm.

Concrete's first cost is moderate. It lasts a life-
time with little upkeep.Result: low-annual-cost
service.For free bookletson any of the following
subjects,fill in am~mail coupon.
Dairy Farm ImpravementS • Hog Farm Improvements
Paved Barnyards Poultry Farm Improvements
Making Concrete • Building with Concrete Masonry

, Distributed only in U. S. and Canada ./

_:..------------PAST~ ONBACKOFPOSTCARDANDMAIL---------,

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION
aids Tower Building, Lansing 8, Michigan I

A notional organization to improve and extend the use~of portlond cement and
concrete throu9h scientific research and engineering field work

Pleas. lend me 'ree li'erafure, distributed
only in U.S. and Canada. on (I;,I.ubject)

BEN PATTISON
FBS Director Finance Promotion

Investment in the Farm Bureau
Services fertilizer program has
passed $830,000,on the way to the
first million. Cattle feeders are

at

, '

-W~'Like Doing Busine~s
With Farm' Families•

MARCH 1, 1953

The men and women of A&P have been doing business with the
nation's 'fann families for a long time.

Farm famiJies have been among our best customers. Th~y hav~
learned that the values' offered by their local A&P help them to eat
better and save money. ,

We have been one of the fanner's best customers, too. We buy
meat, poultry, eggs, dairy products, fruits and veg~tables from all
sections of the country for distribution through our stores.

We have worked closely with our farm suppliers to better serve our
mutual boss-the American housewife who decides what she will
buy, and how much she will pay for it.

In our relations with American agriculture, both as suppliers and
customers, we have been guided by four basic policies:

1. We are in the market every week of the year buying
fine' quality foods to satisfy the day-to-day needs of our
customers.

2. We move food as quickly and efficiently as possible to
our, retail outlets 'in order to reduce waste and spoilage,
preserve quality and eliminate unnecessary handling
costs.

3. We promote the sale of these farm fresh foods through
honest advertising and fair merchandising practices,

4. We keep our profit rate..,at the lowest practical figur~ •••
last year less than 1c on each dollar of sales ••• in order
tQ. narrow tht: spread between farm and retail prices.

These policies have helped our suppliers earn a larger share of the
consumer's dollar; have helped build sound and expanding markets
for farm products; and have helped boost the farmers' income.

And these same policies of efficient, Iow-cost distribution have
given millions of American families more good food for their money.

Because these policies have been good for our customers and our
suppliers, they have been good for us, too. They have made people
want to sell to us and buy from us.
We have enjoyed our friendly relations with America's farm fam-
ilies, and we hope to keep on doing business with you, to our mutual
advantage, for many years to come.

AGAINST

HAIL

\

- .'

~OUR

CROPS

Over $17,000,000 Insllrance in Force.
Surplus to Policyholders

Over $598,000.

Michigan Mutual Hail
Insurance Co.

208 North Capitol Ave.
414 Mutual Bldg. Lansing

INSURE

E-.:ery year hail takes a ire-
mendous toll in Michigan field
crops. 'You cannot avoid hail
damage, but you can avoid fi-

I nancial loss. We have been
'providing Michigan farmers
with sound. inexpensive hail
,insurance' on farm and garden
crops for the past forty-two
years. Ours is a mutual com~
pany, owned and operated by
farmers, for farmers. Our
policy gives "blanket' cover.
age~'-you do not have to in-
sure each cro~ separately. Pro-
tect your crops with Michigan
Mutual Hail Insurance. Then,'
whenever it conies, wherever

, it strikes, hail cannot cause you
, financial Ibss...Ask Your Local Ag~nt or

Write for Details
Agents Wanted in

Certain, Areas

----------------------------------------'.
Invest in Farm Buteau Services, p - faced with problem of feeding V hi. & 7\.T

Inc., Series A Debentures and attlsolr on $1:50com to 20'cent cattle. Others ~'erllll lZer 1,ew
permit your idle money' to work WIth com and no cattle hurry to
for you. See advt., page 4. What to Do place their com under loan or

purchase agreement. This' af- III th d
fords a good night's rest but no 1,.~e 0 S
meat.Wl-th 'Cash THE WHEAT farmer is un-
happy if he is holding wheat not
under loan or purchase agree-
ment. The bean ,producer is
about,. 50-50. Looks like it's a
good thing to invest in Farm Bu-
reau Services Series A Debentures
and permit that idle money to
work for you, a~d enjoy life.

Said

I I

You'll enjoy THE RAILROAD HOUl~ every Monday evenIng on NIC.
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SERVICE

Meets
s}lip and breaking down of bar-
riers between America and othel'
nations. His talk was illustrated
with pi~tures he took on his trip.

Dehorn Cattle
Winter is a good time to de"..

horn ca1;tIebecause of less danger
of screw worms and maggots,
advises Dr. Glen W. Reed, animal
pathologist at Michigan State Col:
lege.

Lansing, Michigan

•

FARM BUREAU SERVICES, INC.
Seed Department

1. They are bred that' way.
2. They are grown by the best growers.
3. They are rigidly inspected by' the Seed Im~ovement

Association. '
4. They have proven their ability for higher yields thru

impartial tests.
j

5. They are distributed cooperatively - which means
savings to you.

221 North Cedar St.

Farm Bureau Ce~l~fied,Hybrids.
Mean,Real Production Because •••

,
Order your spring needs NOW from your local Farm Bureau

Cooperative, be sure of getting the hybrid most suited to your
farm.

EVER HEAR
CORN GROW?

Reilly Tells Group
About Europe

Ninety members of 5 communi-
ty groups 'in Tuscola county met
February ~ to hear .a stirring talk
by Jim Reilly of Brown City.

Reilly 'brought to the club a
vivid J.?icture of farmirl-g in
Europe, as he spent 1952 as an
exchange farmel,".in Switzerland.
He stressed the value of fellow-

507 South Grand Ave.

••• "-<' ... to .0.

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE

I

There's no sense in walking into the future without a
map, either. iYour F. I. P. savings plan gives you a map
so easy to follow you'll ~wond~r why someone didn't
think of it sooner. F. I. P. was ~eveloped by the Farm
Bureau for Farm Bureau families. Ask yourself if it can
bring a better 'future to you and your family. Your Farm
Bureau insurance agent will tell you the whole story.

FOR POULTRY

FARM BUREAU MilLING CO. Int.
C"IUGO. Ill.

OYSTER SHELL
'" PURE CRUSHEDJ:'

TRIPLE SCREENED

cusses this whole question at its
March meeting.

A manure spreader is one of
the best fly control mechanisms.

How to be Sure
Of Ladino
Clover

Just how can you be'sure La-
dino clover is really Ladino ~
clover?

Unfortunately it cannot be done
by looking at the seed. The seed
of Ladino clover and ordinary
White Dutch clover are identical
in appearance. The only way
you can be sure you are getting
your Ladino is by knowing the
origin of the seed and the con-
ditions under which it is grown.

To make sure you get the best
seed obtainable see your coop-
erative dealer and insist on certi-
fied Blue Tag Ladino clover seed.

If you hear of domestic Ladino
clover being priced very low, be
sure and find out if it is growers'
affidavit Ladino, .or certified La-
dino: The former is not to
be compared with certified do-
mestic Ladino because you only
have the grower's' word that the
seed is Ladino. Certified Ladino
is certified by the respectiw state
certifying agency.

Legislative•III,

---------

report are reduction in state aid
to local units 'of government, par-
tic::ularly townships, to save the
state $12,700,000,school aid re-
vision to save the state $9,000,000
and welfare costs allocation to
save the state $13,000,000.Also
it is proposed to transfer from
the state's general fund to the
highway fund and the cost of
state police highway patrols in
the amount of $5,000,000. These
adjustments would reduce the
drain on the state treasury to the
extent of $39,800,000annually.'

The proposed scheme of distri;
bution of state 'aid to local
units of government would dras-
tically reduce payments to town-
ships.. 'Under the proposed set-
up, total state aid on a per capita
basis would be $15 for cities, $9.-
50 for villages and $1.30for town-
ships.

IN ADDITION to reducing and
revising the state aid as explained
above, the Princeton. consultants
have recommended a variety of
"temporary emergency revenue
measures," one of which would
be a special surtax of 10% of the
amount of all existing state tax
payments, exclusive of the sales
tax, cigarette tax, highway user
taxes and specific property tax
on public utilities. All in all, the
various readjustments and new
taxes proposed by the Princeton
University experts would benefit
the state's general fund to the
tune of $99,700,000annually.

The Senate has been devoting
much of its attention to S-1004,
the bill to establish a state turn-
pike authority to issue bonds for
constructing and operating toll
roads. This bill was drastically
rewritten by the Senate commit-~
tee on highways and was later
subjected to a large number of
amendments while being debated
at intervals during two or. three
weeks by the senate committee of
the whole. #

Important amendments were
adopted one day, only to be with-
drawn the next day by unanimous
consent at the request of sponsors
of the amendments. It was all
rather confusing. Now the bill
is being studied by the Senate
committee on appropriations with
the understanding that after they
are through with it, it will be
reprinted once more and put back
for further consideration by the
Senate committee of the whole.

Just how fast this legislation
will move is still uncertain, but
it is a pretty safe bet that it will
still be pending when your Com-
munity Farrrf B.ureau group dis-
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STATE
RADIOS, electric stoves; electric refrigerators, electric
water heaters, and all other electrical appliances are
covered against damage which is caused by lightning.
That's "protection made to order:'

•
Specia~ Notice

WINDSTORM insurance can now be made a part of
your State Mutual policy. U's no longer necessary t~
buy a separate policy to protect your buildings from
windstorm damage. If you so desire, State Mutual
gives you this protection along with your fire pr,o-
tedion in a "one-policy" package.
HAIL damage to your buildings can also be covered
by State Mutual's new "one-policy" package. This
protection goes right along with windstorm coverage
mentioned above.
REMEMBER, your Stale Mutual Policy is non-assess-
able - a feature which makes it completely accept-
able as collafera1 at banks or other loaning agencies.
And there are no membership fees for new members.

$tat;7/liI;;J INSURANCE COMPANY
702 C.... h 5 ..... Flie. 1. MOig ••
Lt. DI~GiIIlAN. Pm ..... II, K. FISK. s.c..•• ,.,

"Stat~ Mutuallnsuus Ev~ry Filth Farm in Michigan-Ask Your N~ighborsr

Co unty ..-----------------------

Proposed Tax' Bill
Bad for Farmers

(Continued from Page 1)
all the grain and beans grown in
Michigan. The Exchange said if
this bill should be'. passed it
would be forced to move to
Toledo.

A SIMILAR situation exists
relative to Farm Bureau Serv-
ices. There are years when the
margin of that organization would
be 1%, or less. A levy of Y4 of
1% would be equivalent to an
income tax of 25%.
_The margins on which organi-

zations handling farm products
and farm supplies operates, are
typically very narrow. Hence,
a percentage levy on the gross
volume of business handled would
be especially burdensome.

MY GUESS is that it'such a tax
is imposed, farmers will pay it
coming and going. It would un-
doubtedly be deducted from what
we receive from our products and
would be 'added to the costs of
all our farm supplies.

The Conlin Plan involving an
amendment to the state constitu-
tion to put state aid for schools
on a current basis and to distri-
bute all of it on an equalization
formula rather than part of it on,
the school census basis and to
provide for applying the $50,000,-
000 Veterans' Trust Fund toward
reducing the state~s General
Fund deficit has been abandoned,
for the present at lea,st.

THE SENATE passed S-1002
advancing from August 31 to
May 15 the final date for paying
the corporation franchise fees.
This will bring about $35,000,000
into the state treasury during the
current fiscal year which would
otherwise be paid during the
forepart of the next fiscal year.

Senator George N. Higgins of
Ferndale, chairman of the Senate
committee on taxation, is re-
ported to be very favorable to. H-
140 the wholesalers tax. He is
als~ still advocating his used-car
tax.1 When this bill hasn't been
defeated in the. Legislature the
Governor has Netoed it.

EXPERTS from Princeton Uni-
versity submitted' a report,
"Michigan State Aid Survey, 1953
-The Effect of State Aid on Gov-
ernmental Finances." . The find-
ings and recommendations in this
report, insofar as they relate to
various types of state aid, ha'{e
been approved by the Michigan
State Aid Advisory Con1h1ittee.

Among recommendations in this,

Farm Bureau ,Services" Inc.
Finance Promotion Division

P. O. Box 960, 221 North Cedar, Lansing, Michigan
I am interested in further"information on the expanded

I fertilizer program for Michigan Farmers-PI~ase send
I copy of Prospectus for Farm Bureau SerVices, Inc.,
I Series A Debentures and have a licensed salesman call.
I
I Name ~ ..
I
I Address : RFD No ,
I

R!) ad : .

•

'I. 'I" lIME.SEED.FERTIUZ£R
BROADCASTER

'octoty.to-~ p&an ta-.n r-.ol
lftOIICy Stvrdy.Io_-CO\l conurwco

hOft. Spec",1 "'1<"- No-Clo9 09J..
fQtOl'. G,,""" _.oct ~'''9-50'
Ibs. 1o 8 000 Ib\. pet' ocr. Si: ..
3 to 14 h Iron-<Iod .-. ....
16.OGO working in 21 ,loIn.

Michigan is planning a unique
conference on public health-one
that has never been tried be-
fore in any state. It is a confer-
ence of citizens, at the School of
Public Health, University of
Michigan, March 25-26.

HEALTH officers and the leg-
islators have set up this confer-
ence. Evel'y segment of the citi-
zenry of Michigan should be re-
presented including, of course,
the rural areas.

This 'ci,nference is an attempt
to find out from the Michigan
citizen his public health needs.
The legis~ature wants to know.

MICHIGAN Farm Bureau has
helped the conference. Mrs. Mar-
jorie Karker has been asked to
give the keynote address. It will
be her responsibility to outline
the needs of Michigan people as
she sees them. Several members
of the Michigan Farm Bureau
staff will be in attendance at the
meeting.

The Farm Bureau believes
many farm people should attend.
Certainly the chairman of the
health committee of the county
boards of supervisors should be
present. Every county should be
represented by at least one rural
person. The Farm Bureau has a
great responsibility in seeing that
the'rural areas of each. county
are represented at the Citizens
Conference.

Citizens
To Health
Conference

RESERVATIONS should be
made with H. E. Miller, School
of Public Health, Ann Arbor.
The Farm Bureau has a number
of reservation cards which they
will be glad to send out to any
citizen who plans to attend the
conference. Housing facilities are
available at the Michigan Union.

Unburned leaves are worth
much as soil conditioners.

Detroit

Committeemen

SeIUIW} ~(Ue NIGHT AND DAYI

of the 132 ~enators and Repre-+
sentatives WIll be seminar guests Ask
of Farm Bureau in the complete
series.

MSC short courses are popular
with young farmers.

Here's something you probably never realizecl-

One out of every 10 paychecks receil'ed by Michiganders is paid by
the motor transport indllStry-by the trucks you see serving you every
day on our highways.

So, you see, trucks not only pay a large percentage of the tax revenues
received by the State each year-they also provide the livelihood of
thousands of Michigan citizens.

As a matter of fact, to make a graphic comparison-while the rail-
roads give employment to approximately 36,000 Michiganders, the
trucking industry comes through with paychecks for nearly 250,000
people in this State!

Another interesting and significant fact is that, whereas the average
wage for all industries in Michigan is 53,250, the aVQragewage paid
by the trucking industry amounts to $4,078.

If Jou'lle got it, a truck brought it!

1885 to 1953

DAN REED
Ass't Legis. Counsel, MFB

Michigan Trucking Association

FOUR

County
l\rlembers of
Legislature
Are Guests

NATIONAL legislation. Policies
of Secretary of Agriculture Ben-

I son have been discussed. Clark
L. Brody, executive vice-presi-
dent of Michigan Farm Bureau,
has said that Sec'y Benson recom-
mendatiOlls are in agreement with
those adopted by voting delegates

Proposals. for new taxes to ~al- in Michigan Farm Bureau and
a~ce the state budget are ,beIng American Farm Bureau Federa-
dlSCUs~ by Se~ators ?nd Rep-

1

tion annual meetings. He urged
resental1\'es meetIng wIth some that legislative committees call
3~ County .Farm Bu~au legis- on Farm Bureau members to
latlve <;om."TII~teemen.In a ser~es register support for the Benson
of semmars In LanSIng to dls- policies in letters to Congressmen
cuss state and national legislation. and Senators Ferguson and Po!-

LEGISLATIVE committees of ter.
six Farm Bureau districts have Other legislative developments
held day-long sessions on nation- discussed: Butter-oleo use in
al and state issues. Dates 'of other state institutions; wholesaler's
seminars to be held are: tax; coloration program for off-

District 3 March 3 highway gasoline; mandatory
District 2 March 4 garbage cooking to prevent
District 9 March 10 spread of V. E. disease in hogs;
District 8 March 11 proposed Animal Industries Build-
About 40 legislators ha\'e at- ing at M.S. C.

tended the sessions already held.
It is expected that more than 75

Hotel Fort Shelby

.
TRUCKS ARE YOUR FRIENDS

We specialize in WINDSTORM insurance for the protection of
farm property.

BLANKET coverage on farm personal.

TELEVISION antennas covered free up to 10% of amount car-
ried on household goods.

OVER 5800.000.000of insurance in force, spread over the 83coun-
ties in Michigan.

OVER 54.000.000in reserves, re-inforced
by aggregate excess of loss re-insurance by
Lloyds of London.
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45,000 as '53 Goal Total$25.,000,000

(I) A careful study has been
made of proportionate charges
between the Life Company, Farm
Bureau Mutual, and Farmers
Service Agency. Wherever pos-
sible, joint operations have been
combined for the sake of econ-
omy. Of course, under the con-
tract between the Life Company
and the Farmers Service Agency,
a specific commission is paid to
the latter for its sales activities.

(2) It should be noted con-
cerning the investment policies
of the Company that all invest1
ments are approved by a commit-
tee appointed by the board of di-
rectors. These investments at
the present time consist entirely
of United States Treasury Bonds
and other corporate bonds. A
total of $222,571.04 of these in-
vestments is on deposit with the
state treasurer as security to
policyholders. A separate report
of the investment committee will
be presented to this annual meet-
ing.

(3) 'During the present year,
the Company will need to work
out exact formulas for the cal-
culations of policyholders' divi-
dends. ---.

GENERAL policyholders be-
come entitled to whatever divi-
dends may be declared at the
end of the second policy year. In
addition to this, Charter policy-
holders become entitled to share
in the special Charter dividends
that may be declared at the end
of the third policy' year.

These formulas 'for dividend
payments will be submitted to
the board of directors for appro-
priate action. The comment
should be made that, while the
payment of dividends necessarily
rests in the. discretion of the
board of directors, there are cer-
tain con t l' act u a I obligations
which must be met, if possible.

FUTURE. In commenting on
\ the future progress of the Com-
pany, it is our expectation to
double the present amount of
business in force during the next
two years. In the process of do-
ing this, good agents must be re-
cruited and a better system of
training set up.

THE SALE of future business
will never be as easy as the sale
01 charter business. Four-tifths r.Jf
our present business is ch ct4>r
business. The adual rate of pro-
duction of non-charteT busmiP5 U
less than $1.000,000 Pf'T month
which in Hse f indicaf~s that ou;
present agency loT('ft ('snno! m~
t1M reqUIrements fQr prof IOnal
seUini in a Mrmal atmosphere
of buyer rf' tanl'4i!.

ANY APPRAISAL made of the

ICompany's earnings or profits
should keep in mind the desir-

En- abjlity of reasonable dividend
payments to policyholders. Also,
it is necessary to clarify the mat-
ter of policyholders' dividends
before any determination can be
made of dividends to Class B
stockholders. Specific recom-
mendations' will be presented to
the board of directors following
conferences with our consulting
actuaries.

FINANCIAL transactions are
covered thoroughly in the audit
report, and need no elaboration
here except: (1) allocation of
expenses between C<lmpanies,
(2) investment procedures, and
(3) consideration of dividends.

BENEFIT RIDERS:
'Accidental Death
Disability - Waiver of Premium
Payor Insurance (Waiver of

Premium in Event. of the
Death or Disability of the
Applicant)

Family Income : $10.00 Plan
Family Income • $20.00Plan
Family Income - $30.00 Plan

FARMERS Investment Protect-
or was designed to facilitate pro-
motion of new business by an in-
experienced agency force. It now
accounts for most of the new
business. We believ,e that the
more experienced agents will
gradually revert to standard
forms of insurance and work out
their own combinations.

POLICIES:
Ordinary Life
20 Payment Life
20 Year Endowment
Farmers Investment Protector

(Special 20 Payment Life)
5 Year Term
10 Year Term
20 Year Term
Term to Age 65
Single Premium Life
Single Premium 20 Year

dowment
Single Premium Endowment

at Age 65

MUCH CREDIT is due to the
agency force and office staff in
smoothly putting this tremendous
volume of business in force. The
response of the members to our
life insurance program was so
great that it threatened to over-
come our best efforts to set up
an orderly procedure for putting
the business on the books.

Each charter reservation had
to be converted to a formal ap-
plication by an agent, and then
carefully underwritten before a
policy could issue. Mr. Conley,
assistant manager and actuary,
has been equal to the task. The
Company is already in the pro-
cess of handling first-year re-
newals on the charter business,
while it smoothly takes care of
new business.

NILE VERMILLION
Director's Report to Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company
at 2nd Annual Meeting at Lansing, February 25, 1953

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company of Michigan
began operations September 20, 1951. On December
31, 1952, it had completed 17 months of operation.

Your Life Insurance Company was organized as a
stock legal reserve company, w.ith contributed capital of
$316,000. The capital is represented by Class A com.
mon and ,Class B common shares.

The Class A common shares, which represent non-
voting stock, are held by 588 individual members of the
Michigan Farm Bureau. They represent a contribution
of $232,900 capital and $58,225 surplus.

The Class B common shares are held by Michigan
Farm Bureau which holds 50 % of the shares, and by
individual members of the Farm Bureau. The 2,000
shares represent $20,000 capital and $5,000 surplus.

A dividend of 6V4 % on the par '{alue has been declared
and paid on. all Class A stock outstanding for the year
1952. The total amount of this dividend payment was
$14,556.25.

Charter sales of life insurance now total $20,463,960.
This represents 10,203 applications for an average
amount of $2,000 of insurance coverage on each charter'
policy. Except for clearing up loose ends, the solicitation
of charter policies terminated July I, 1952.

Sales of our special Farmers Investment Protector
(FIP) now total approximately $4,000,000 on 1,300
applications. There are also sales of other types of
insurance totaling more than $700,000 on 400 appli-
cations. These combined figures give a total amount
of insurance written exceeding $25,000,000 for an
average production of $1 Y2 million per month.

THE ONLY renewal business
with which the Company has had
any experience is in relation to
charter polIcies. Results there
have been good. The lapse ratio
on renewals has stayed within
5%, which is a very gratifying
result. This again does credit to
the work of the agency force and
home office staff in the extra-
ordinary way they have handled
the volume of charter business.

A NEW department has been
set up to study the causes for
lapse and methods of conserving
insurance in force. This conser-
vation department has already
reduced the number of cases
where renewal premiums were
not paid .•

PLANS of insurance available
to the agents for new business
consist of the following policies
and riders:

Dee, :;1

1951
Dee, ~1

1950

RUSSELL HAZEL, president of
the Farm Bureau Life 'Insurance
Company, is a life-long resident of
Kalamazoo county. He starte'd on
a rented farm in 1924. He owns
and operates 160 and 125 acre
farms at Richland. His program
includes hogs, Polled Hereford
cattle, wheat, corn, oats and hay.
Mr, Hazel has been director and
president of the County Farm
Bureau. He is a director of the
Michigan Farm Bureau and three
associated companies. Mr. Hazel
is one of the organizers and presi-
dent of the Southwest Michigan
Live Stock Producers Ass'n, which
owns the very successful auction
at Battle Creek, operated in co-
operation with the Michigan Live
Stock Exchange. Mr. Hazel is an
officer of the Kalamazoo Farm-
ers Mutual Fire Insurance Co. He
has had long service on the board
of supervisors.

FarlnlLife
President

Dee, ~1
19119

Harch
19119

,
Claim Payment., Farm Burea'u Mutual.

200,000
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500,000

100,000

700 ,000

1100,000.

600,000

sa00 ,000

This is the' accounting, underwriting and mailing office of
Farm Bureau Mu:tual Insurance Company. Fl. P. Zemke is manager
of the accounting service for both auto and life companies. Ivan
Allison is underwri:ter in charge of issuing auto policies. This
group services nearly 35,000 automobiles and 5.000 farm liabili:ty
policyholders.

Superintendent of Claims Richard James. and Director of
Agents Allan Tagg and their staffs occupy these quar:ters on the
second floor. In 1952 the Claims dep't received 11,415 claims in
behalf of policyholder:;. r.,:r. Tagg direc:ts the work of 150 agen:ts
in 63 coun:ties. Four distric:t supervisors assis:tin this work.

MARTEN GARN, president of
the Farm Bureau Mutual Insur-
ance Company of Michigan, farms
in Chester township, Eaton coun-
ty. His farm has been in the
family. 106years. He is a breeder
of Yorkshire hogs and has.one of
the best herds in the state. Mr.
Garn has risen from the ranks in
Farm Bureau, through Juriior and
County Farm Bureaus. He is vice-
president of the Michigan Farm
Bureau and is a director of Mich-
igan Farm Bureau and four as-
sociated companies. He is secre-
tary of the Eaton Farm Bureau
Co-op, Inc. He has operated a
saw mill for years. Mr. Garn is
active in school, soil conservation
and other community activities.
He attended Michigan State Col-
lege and was employed for two
years by the MSC animal hus-
bandry dep't. Mr. Garn is mar-
ried and has four children.

Farm Mutual
President

Buy Fann Bureau Insurance.

of $495,000 to cover claims not
yet disposed of.. r

As the Company grows,' the
claims department is expanded to
give Farm Bureau members good
service. Today there are four
examiners at the home office and
eight full time, trained claims ad-
justers on the road.

CLAIMS DEP'T Responsibili-
ties. The Company offers FB
members these automobile insur-
ance coverages: public liability
(bodily injury and property dam-
age), auto medical . payments,
collision, and comprehensive
(fire, theft, windstorm, etc,).

Farm Bureau Mutual also writes
a comprehenSive farm liability in-
surance, inclUding bodily injury
and property damage liability,
premises medical payments, em-
ployer's liability, death of live-
stock, and protection for doing
custom farm vvork.

FUTURE. Future production of
new business should add 10,000
policies in 1953 to the total in
force during the year. Claim
payments for 1953may well equal
$1,000,000..

We will find additional pres-
sure from the reinsurance costs
during the year. While it was
expected that our reinsurance
rate would decrease for 1.953,we
are advised that American Agri-
cultural Insurance Company has
not sufficiently restored its fi-
nancial position, and it is calling
on us to make an increased pay-
ment for reinsurance. Our rate
at the beginning of 1952 was
8.58%. On July I, 1952,this was
raised to 10.58%. On January 1,
1953, this was again increased to
14%. We have no assurance
how long the high rate of 14%
will prevail.

Harch
, 19119 19119 1950

Th~ Company Started with S236.000 Capital Invested.

25D,OOO

750,000

SOO.OOO

Growt~ In, A•• et., Farm Bureau Mutual

.
Officers of the Farm' Bureau Life Insurance Co. and Nile Ver,

million, director of FB Insurance Services, occupy half of the first
floor. William ConleY"ass't manager and actuary of th~ Life Cdm-
pany, Mel 'Barnes, underwriter, in :the ,foreground, issues th'e life
policies. Mr. Vermillion stands outside his office at rear of the room.

1,750,000

1.250,000

1,000,000

Farm Bureau Mu1:ua1Insurance COD\Panyand Farm Bureau
Life Insurance Company occupy much of both floors of this modern
office building at 507 Soufh Grand Avenue, Lansing... The present
home office represents :the third move to larger quarters in four
years. A statistical department is loca:tedat 198North Cedar Street.

, 1,500,000

$1~581~OOOPaid in .Auto.Claims
Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance

Company of Michigan has paid 'a
total of $1,581,000 in claims in
behalf of its policyholders. This
total was taken Dec. 31 at the
close of the 1952 business year.
It covers the 46 months the Com-
pany has been operating, said Rich-
ard James, superintendent of the
claims dep't.

CLAIM,payments have ranged
from $1 to as much as $12,500in
a case involving personal injuries.

The Company opened for busi-
ness March 7, 1949. Today it has
35,000 automobile policyholders
and 5,000\ farm liability policy-
holders. All are members of the
Farm Bureau.'

In their behalf the Company
was presented with 11,415 claims
in 1952. More than 25,000 claims
have been presented in the 46
months. ,

Nile Vermillion, manager of the
Company, said it has net reserves

on the other hand.
It was felt that these reserves

should be set up on our books to
insure solvency, and so that they
could be reported on our tax re-
turns. The total of these re-
serves is $100,000.

TOTAL unassigned surplus, ex-
clusive of these contingent re-
serves, is $700,000. Of this
amount, $218,720 represents sur-
plus certificates outstandirlg.

THESE certificates are subject
to redemption after March 7,
1954. If redeemed, they will re-
duce surplus by the amount paid
for redemption.
• At the present time the con-
tributed surplus is not carried as
a liability, but is shown in the
total surplus figure. Redemp-
tion of the surplus certificates
will cause a savings to the Com-
pany in the aqlount of interest
paid on same.

Dee, 31
1951

Dec. ~~
1950

SURPLUS. In the interests of
sound management and financial
security, the Company has' set up
contingent reserves to cover
fluctuations in investment val-
ues, and to cover catastrophe
hazards. These reserves are
based on the possibility of losses
from, declining bond markets on
the one hand and a concentrated
loss from a single accident haz-
ard, involving several vehicles

I-The loss payable clause was
amended to provide automatic
coverage for two years to the
lender, subject to ten days notice
of cancellation.

2-Both 'the automobile and
farm liability policies were re-
written and simplified.

3-Named persons medical
benefits were added to the farm
liability policies.

4-Waiver of collision deduct-
ible was added to all automobile
policies. If Farm Bureau Mutual
policyholder A and FBM policy-
holder B collide, the .Company
waives the deductible each has
and pays the 'full amount of the
collision loss.

S-A new system of reporting
was devised for renewal of farm
liability Rolicies.

CLAIMS. The claim experience
of the Company was erratic dur-
ing I the ,year of 1952. Losses
showed a trend upward and re-
duced insurance profits for the
year below 1951.

However, as a result of sav-
ings on reserves for losses incur-
red in the previous year, the
Company ,succeeded in adding
substantially to its surplus. It is
in good condition to absorb any
unexpected results from claims
in~urred.

the' Company as poor risks. Only
1/10 of 1 per cent felt that our
rates' were too high, and 1.8%
were dissatisfied with the claim
service.

Except for, a modest increase
in premium charges for extra
limits on coverage, your Com-
pany' has held the line on pre-
miums.- In-addition, certain im-
provements were inaugurated, as
follows:

1951
8,891
2,308

7.15%

, D.c. 31
19119

Harch

19'9

NILE VERMILLION
Director of Farm BUl'eau

Insurance Services

Premium Growth, Farm Bureau Mutual
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The lapse ratio on automobile
policies remains nearly constant
at 7%. The lapse ratio on farm
liability is slightly over 5%. A
comparison of new business and
lapses for 1951and 1952.follows: .

1952
Auto, new 8,487
Lapses 2,575
Lapse ratio 7.34%
Farm Liability,

new 2,534 2,076
Lapses 219 8\3
Lapse ratio 5.42% 4.33%

A'SPOT CHECK on reasons for
lapse the first eight months, of
1952 shows that over "50% dis-
posed of the vehicle. An addi-
tional 24.2% quit farming, left
Farm Bureau, left the state, or
died. 8.4% were cancelled by

NILE VERMILLION
Director's Report at Farm BUl'eau Mutual InsUl'anc:eCompany

at 4th Annual Meeting at Lansing, February 24, 1953

Your Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company 'of
Michigan completed in 1952 a remarkable year of growth
and holding the line against rising costs.

Farm Bure~u Mutual started bu'siness in 1949, a year
.of inflation. It has continued to operate through years
of continuing inflation without adding materially to the
cost of casualty insurance for its members.

, hi.' fact, your Company has been able to finance its
remarkable growth by accumulating substantial profits
which it has retained to provide a safety factor for its
growing number 'of policyholders. , .

In its four years of growtli, assets have i~creased
, over five times, from $340,000 to $1,831,770.

The number of policies in force is 'i1early ten times
the original 3,600. char~er policies. Claim payments in
pehalf of policyholders for the year 1952 exceeded
$796,000. Surplus to policyholders has grown to
$800,000, an increase of 340% ..

Farm Bur~au Mutual has truly held the line against
heavy pressure on the CQstside. This has not been done
without I sacrifice. Many of our members have co-op- .
erated sympathetically. Your excellent staff of em-
ployes has labored dtligently to' create this wealth for
you.

Many of our employes came to this insurance com- -
pany because of better opportunities to receive recogni-
tion for their work. It can be said without reservation
that your employ~s endeavor to give more than they
are expected to.

The total salary budget of this Company has never
averaged more than 7 % which is very low for such a
business. The profit margin has always exceeded 10%,
which is unusually high.

PROBLEMS. Growth such as
this Company has experienced
naturally creates problems .. As
the number of policyholders and
resultant claims increase, we find
continually increasing demands
for more facilities at the local
level to take care of our policy-
holders.

PRODUCTION. The present
. 'number of 'policyholders is 34,049

automobile, covering 34,605 ve-
hicles, and 5,321 farm liability.
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Does Michigan Need a
MARCH I. 1953

_System of Toll Roads?

•

Lansing 4, )li£Wgan

3. SHOULD the state Turn-
pike Authority have a limit
placed on its right to develop
toll highways? '

4. ARE there other methods
for providing adequate roads
along the congested trunk lines?

5. MICHIGAN is a peninsula. 0

Would toll turnpikes fit our geo-
graphy to good advantage if they
were to be built generally across
the state?

QUESTIONS
1. THE present bill may find

rough going in the House. It
mayor may not be passed. If it
does not, what should be our po-
sition regarding toll highways
in the future?

2. DO you regard the method
of financing these roads with re-
venue bonds as a sound one?

BELLEVUE, OHIO

Inc.

CO:OP Black Hawk Grain Drill

The great new CO.OP Black Hawk grain drill- quality built
for value - and ruggedly buill to last! Heavy gauge lids with
water-tight hinges: husky frame buill to support helviest loads

, at high speeds. Come in and see and you will agree *a! CO-OP
is your best investment. Three models. 3 wheel sizes to choose
from:

folks. They will serve metro-
politan areas more directly.
There will be interstate trans-
port trucking, of course. And
the turnpikes can be used for
travel between some Michigan
cities. Some towns will profit
by new industries.

SENATOR Haskell Nichols of
Jackson has made the effort to
put the whole project beyond the
danger of involving state in-
debtedness. He has offered the
bill. But can he close the door?
Laws are subject to repeal in
whole or in part. _ They can be
revised .• Could someone in the
future 'revise this law to throw
the whole project into the laps of
the people of Michigan? Well,
metropolitan areas will have
more seats in our future legisla-
tures. It is a possibility ..

nanced from scratch.

TOLL highways are Anot ac-
cident-free. There are less cross-
roads, stop lights and traffic con-
gestion points, it is true. But
they are SPEED turnpikes. The
drivers are "high-balling" for
long distanes. The monotonous
thump of the road and the long,
straight stretches hypnotizes the
driver. He goes to sleep.

The Pennsylvania Turnpike
had 949 accidents in 1950. There
were 59 killed and 624 injured.
Property damage was $1.2 mil-
lion. Property damage scaled
ten times as. high per accident.
Why? Speed and monotony.
S pee d increases destruction.
Forty-five percent of these ac-
cidents were trucks.

Toll highways m i g h t be
thought of as giving little direct
service to out-state Michigan

Here's a great new cO.OP tractor; deSigned to put CO-OP dealers on the inside track
1.' .' - ••

in the race for 4-5 plow tractor Sal~5.! 'It~s BIG! U's VERSATILE! It's'RUGGED!
o ,

It has all the POWER you as cu~t~mers' will ever need to meet th~ most rigorouS de-

mands of modem 4-5 plow ,tra~t~;~~~i~~. _~n econo~y of opera.tion i~'s in a cl~ b~:

itself! Plan NOW to go to .yo~r nearest Farm. Bureau farm equipment dealer and

see this brand new tractor that br~ke' ~~ 'fuel. economy records ,at 'the Nebraska test!..
••. the rugged CO-OP "E-5", gas or Dies~l! '

Latest Additiono"to )a World Famous
Tracto~/Family :'

Years of Servic'e

Com-up to 20 tons.

Guaranteed 95% accurate! Considered by thousands of farmers
the finest, most dependable planter made. Famous Black Hawk
edge-drop system and triple-valve shank plants one and ONLY
ONE hill at a time with :the right number of kernels in every
hilL Built right and priced right! See it now.

DlSJ'RIBUTED~BY

Bureau. Services.,
FARM EQUIPMENT DIVISION,

,

Complete~y.New'
Equ~pment,

Sayers Today!!-!
.... (

cO-OP Black Hawk Planter

Farm

cO-OP Black Hawk Disc Harrow

Wen Balanced. Correct Weight ••• Finest 16 inch or 18 inch
heal. treated discs ••• Heavy steel construction ••• Flexibility
assures consistent working depth ••• Rapid adjustments: bo~
gangs conlr.olled by a single latch: separate scraper adjustment
• • • • Three models: double gang harrows in 6. 7 and 8 foot
widihs.

22 lNorth Cedar Street

Manufactured by The Cockshutt Farm Equipment "Company
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO.,

Gathers and chops silage in one easy operation! Efficient pick-up sweeps the swaths

deanly ••• thorough chopping action assures e~en settling and packing, more satisfac-

tory curing in the silo. Lightweight, comp act, easy to pull over all types of ground.

Rugged construction for years of cost-free service. Harvesting capacities per hour:

Designed and"B~ilt for

Dry Hay-up to 8 tons; Green Hay-up to 15 ton~;

New Co-or Forage HarE-ester
BUilt to Produce Bette~. Silage in Less Time

See These Worli.

Somethi~g
In CO-OP

THE PROPOSED Michigan
Five-man Turnpike Authority
would be expected to conduct
traffic surveys to estimate vol-

adequate, even with Federal aid,
to build turnpikes that would re-
lieve the congestion. The state
highway department must spread
the use of its revenues over the
whole state. Toll roads would
allow for beginning the needed
construction in the near future,
without having to employ state
revenue. Yes, as the bill is de-
signed, these highways would
become the property of the state
after the bonded indebtedness is'
retired.

Those favoring toll roads hold
that they put the cost of build-
ing and repairing such roads
where it belong5-<ln the users.
At present, a large number of
out-of-state trucks roll onto
Michigan roads without paying
license fees or buying state gas-
oline. They ruin the roads with-
out paying anything toward
their support. The toll road
would assess them directly.

HAVE toll roads paid off?
The Pennsylvania Turnpike did
so in all but gas rationing years.
Since then it has profited. In
1950 it grossed $16 million, and
paid off $5 million. In five years
it retired $10 million of indebted-
ness.

The New Jersey Turnpike was
financed by revenue bonds at
3.25% interest. The bonds were
issued so as to be sold when
needed: Traffic on it is in-
creasing and the state is plan-
ning other turnpikes. It appears
financially sound.....

Mar. Does Michigan Need aToll Road
System~

Apr. The Liabilities of F~rmers to Tres-
passers and Trespassers to Farm;
ers.

May Improving the-Marketing Quality
of Farm Crops.

Jun. Should there he Tari£fs on Agri-
cultural Products?

Jul. Preserving Township Govern-
ments and Local Tax Systems.

Aug. Our Community Farm Bureaus
and the Service-to-Member Pro-
grams.

Attend your CommUDiiy Farm Bureau Meetings and
Have a Voice in Agricu1:tural Aff.u..

The strength of your organization d~pends upon
an informed and active membership. Read your
Michigan Farm News articles and discuss them at
your meeting. The state Discussion Topic Com-
miUee met and established these discUssion topics I

for the months March through August:

Community Farm Bureau
Discussion Topic for March
Background Material for Program in March by
Our Community Farm Bureau Discussion Groups

•; IN MICHIGAN. the Constitu-
_tion limits the powers of the leg-
'islature to pledge the credit of
the state for more than $50 mil-
lion on public highways. The
present bill (Substitute S-1004)
provides that revenue bonds may
be issued, but prohibits the state
from being obligated for either

.the principal or the interest.
They must be paid off entirely

,from the toll incomes collected,
says the bill. Revenue bonds,
'because of higher interest rates,
take a longer time to retire and
require a larger volume of traf-

.fie to support them.

Arguments for toll highways.
Traffic on our roads has in-
creased 50% since 1941. There
are now 53 million cars and over
10 million trucks on the roads.
They roll over 500 billion miles
a year. Something has to give
under such pressure. Our cities
and towns have become areas of
accident and congestion along
the highway routes.

STATE highway taxes are not

Discussion Topic~

+------------------------------------------------------------------,.-----------
ume before recommending a toll nect with the Pennsylvania In some states, cities were en-
hi g h way. Presently favored Turnpike to Chicago. Michigan's couraged to purchase the bonds
routes are from Detroit toward highway could also complete a out of their reserve funds. If
Chicago, and from Bay City to- connection with it near Chicago. the bonds went sour, the cities
ward Toledo. could pressure the state to take

Arguments Against Toll High- over. Could the provisions of
By getting the faster traffic ways. Will the building of toll hO bOllonto the turnpikes, there will be ~ IS 1 actually forestall such

greater safety along the free highways jeopardize the im- a move on the part of a future
roads where schools are located provement and repair program legislature? Probably not.

DONALD D. KINSEY - and school buses travel. The for our free road system? The PENNSYLVANIA Turnpike is
Director of Research and Education centers of cities and towns en- toll roads could, in the face of

. . . , route will be less endangered by li~ted labor and materials! ab- not a good yardstick for Mich-
Where do farmers fIt mto a problem like thIs? Well,. hurrying tourists and trucks. sorb so much of these as to bring igan to use.' It was financed dif-

this could be a matter of profit and' loss to everyone. Tourists will be less hesitant to about a halt in our road' im- ferently. It had a 45% govern-
travel through the state because provement program over the rest ment subsidy. The Reconstruc-

Building toll highways could affect' our whole road they can travel unhampered by of the state. Materials and labor tion Finance Corporation pur-
building program. the congested. area~. The' cities are not abundant now. chased bonds to provide the rest

and towns WIll stIll be acces- \... at 3.75% interest. The work
Can we keep toll roads from becoming a financial sible to them along the way. IF the toll highway .:'Project was done by the Public Works

should get into "hot water", Administration with this Federal
bllrden to the state? Or, on the other hand, might they OHIO has floated a'-bond issue would the state be put under aid. ,It was built on an old rail-
mean better routes for agricultural products to out-of- of $326 m~llion. for a t~ll high- pressure to rescue it? If so, the road right-of-way. Grading, tun-

way. IndIana IS planmng one. state highway department might nels and fills were practically
state markets? Whatever affects the economy and wel- New York voted $500 million to neglect the free roads in order finished at. the start. On a new
fare of the state affects its agricultural prosperity. build 357 miles. These will con- to make the toll roads payoff. turnpike all this must be fi-

As I write, the state Senate has started debate on a
bill that would create a Five-man Turnpike Authority
to consider the surveying of traffic, the financing, and
the construction of toll highways in the state. This bill
may take some time in passing both houses \of the
legislature.

What are Toll Roads? They are principally long-trip
highways that parallel the free road systems. Their main
purpose is to carry the long distance traffic and remove
the oyerload and congestion from the free roads,

They do not intend to serve local traffic. They are
routed around the edges of cities and towns. They go
over or under other roads so that a minimum of contact
with crossing traffic is encountered. ,There are few stop
lights or stop signs. They are ~ntered at occasional
toll points a few miles apart. All this spells "clear'
sailing.'" -

Toll collections represent a method of financing high-
way construction and maintenanc~ so that the roads are
paid for by those using them. They would not require
direct tax assessments on the people. In 1952 there
were 750 miles of toll highway in the U. S., spread over
eight states.

HOW ARE such roads fi-
nanced? Interest-bearing bonds
are issued which are to be paid
off by the income from the roads.
To insure success the traffic must
be heavy. The bonds may be

: backed by the state's faith and
credit. . Or they may be revenue

'bonds without any state obliga-
tion. Farm Bureau delegates in

• 1952 insisted that no state funds
or state obligation be pledged for
such purposes. Revenue bonds
call for from 3% to 4% interest.
State-backed bonds carry only
about 11,2% interest.
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