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AID FOR TOWNSHIP, POST ROADS, AIM OF FARM BUREAU BILL 
MICHIGAN INSURANCE AGENTS IN FIVE 

DISTRICTS OPERATING UNDER FARM 
BUREAU SUPERVISION GIVEN AWARDS 

Efforts Of Michigan's Fa rm Bureau Insurance 
Agents Rewarded by Company. Nine of The 

72 Awards For New Business Given 
Michigan District and Local Men 

When Michigan agents of the State Farm Mutual Auto
mobile Insurance company carried off the two grand prizes 
for new business written between September and February, 
at the fifth annual convention of the company, at Blooming-
ton, 111., Feb. 14 and 15, their work, totaling more than 
7,500 applications for automobile insurance policies written 
in Michigan during that five months' period, represented an 
appreciable part in the building of an insurance business 
which has spread to 20 states and having assets of more than 
$2,000,000 in half a dozen years, and which serves upwards 
of 200,000 policy holders, nearly 100,000 of whom were add
ed to the list during 1928. 

This record of growth by the company is unparalleled 
in insurance history and the Michgan agency of the company, 
directed by the Michigan State Farm Bureau, has developed 
new business in a manner which has put Michigan in third 
place among the states handling this line of insurance. 

In two years, the State Farm Bureau has helped to build 
up an insurance agency in this state which is serving more 
than 25,000 auto owners. This agency produced sufficient 
new business during the five months this winter to merit the 
awarding of the grand prize, offered annually by the com
pany, to one of its district agents and the grand prize to one 
of its local agents for greatest volume of business. With 
over 4,000 local agents competing and about 100 district 
agents, this is a remarkable showing for the Michigan men. 

51 Michigan Delegates *-
The Michigan agency was repre

sented at the convention by 51 dele
gates. 

Among the many activities at the 
convention, which was attended by 
about a thousand delegates, was the 
ceremony of laying the cornerstone 
for the insurance company's new 
eight story office building. While 
present plans call for use of only six 
floors of this building by the company 
itself, the consistent business growth 
may necessitate utilizing all eight 
floors for company business when 
the structure is completed this sum
mer. 

One hundred new employes were 
added to the office force of the com
pany during the past year to keep up 
with the business development, mak
ing a total of 193 on the staff at the 
Bloomington offices. The Michigan 
agency is directed by Alfred Bentall, 
who was formerly director of organ
ization work for the State Farm 
Bureau. 

Michigan agents carried off 9 of the 
72 prizes awarded by the company 
for the work written this winter. C. 
H. Fowler, of Lansing, in charge of 
Michigan district No. 3, was awarded 
grand prize for high production of 
new business turned in by district 
agents and J. Taylor Gage of Man
chester, first grand prize for local 
agents. 

Other grand prize winners among 
the 4,000 local agents were, L. B. 
Fishbeck, of East Lansing, third; 
Arthur Landon, of Albion, sixth; G. 
Howard Smith, of Birch Run, tenth, 
and Ward C. Wood, of Paw Paw, 
eleventh. Among the district agents, 
Michigan agents carried off honors 
as follows: Fowler, first; R. G. Gib-

(Contlnued on page three) 

Farm Bureau's 
Tax Counselor 

j 

Resolution N u m b e r 1 
Adopts! February s, U>2!>, at Eleventh Annual 

Both in the state and the nation fne Farm Bureau is more and 
more recognized as having a sound constructive, and at the same 
time, aggressive program. 

Agriculture is going through a period of readjustment effect
ing the purchasing power of the farmers' dollar and ushering in 
fundamental changes in the methods of production and marketing 
of farm commodities. Business is effectively applying the principles 
of collective bargaining, through chains, effective both in the 
manufacturing and sales of the products of business. 

The need of a thoroughly organized agriculture is greater to
day than ever before, therefore, we restate and reaffirm our belief 
in the need of a nation-wide Farm Organization based upon an in
dividual farm membership, and with this in view we recommend 
that the State Farm Bureau and each County Farm Bureau make 
a special effort to build and strengthen its organization, numeri
cally and otherwise, during the year 19 29. We further suggest 
a state-wide Farm Bureau Rally Day to be held early in the year, 
for the purpose of discussing and planning ways and means of 
furthering the membership and influence of the Farm Bureau. We 
believe this discussion should culminate in a state-wide member
ship effort later in the year and we pledge ourselves and our County 
Farm Bureaus here represented, to this program. 

WORK OF EXCHANGE 
WINS APPROVAL OF 
PRODUCER-SHIPPER 

Officers and Directors Of 
Livestock Exchange 

Are Re-elected 

HANDLING LOSSES CUT 

Si IX Hundred Participate In 
Exchange's Second 

Annual Banquet 

NATIONAL RADIO 
MEETING PLANNED 
FOR FARM BUREAU 

Many Farm Leaders to Speak 
Over Nation-wide Radio 

Broadcast Hook-up 

SAM THOMPSON, LEADER 

First Chain Hook-up Made 
Specifically Aiding 

Agriculturists 

Letters received by the Tax Coun
selor indicate that there is much 
misunderstanding as to the proper 
value of property for tax assessment 
purposes, and as to the rights and 
powers of the township supervisors 
in determining this value. 

The constitution of Michigan pro
vides for the assessment of property 
at its "cash value." The general tax 
law defines "cash value" as "the us
ual selling price at the place where 
the property * * * shall be at the 
time of assessment, being the price 
which could be obtained therefor at 
private ^sale, and not at a forced or 
auction sale: In determining the 
value the assessor shall also consider 
the advantages and disadvantages of 
location, quality of soil, quantity and 
value of standing timber, water pow
er, and privileges, mines, minerals, 
quarries or other valuable deposits 
known to be available therein and 
their value." 

Forced sales and auction sales are 
specifically eliminated from consider
ation. You will also note that this 
definition does not require the assess
ment of a farm at the price at which 
it last sold, even though the sale was 
made within the year. The law states 
that "cash value" is "the price which 
could be obtained therefor at private 
sale." It does not say "the price 
which was obtained therefor." 

Land Prices Vary 
You will probably call to mind pri-

(Continued on page four) 

Soil Fertility Counts 
Most For Crop Profits 

Use of High Analysis Plant 
Food Now Recognized 

As a Necessity 

A better understanding of soil 
needs and "soil response" has devel
oped to a considerable extent in the 
Past few| years in Michigan as result 
o f the soils schools conducted as an 
extension educational policy under 
the direction of Michigan State Col-
, e£e, it was explained in a most in
teresting manner in a recent inter
view with Prof. M. M. McCool, head 
°f the soils department of the college. 

Crop yields are at a standstill and 
have been for many years in this 
state, Prof. McCool asserted. Inas-
Inuc. has crop yields; are the biggest 

t h t e r m l n i n g f a c t o r i n , h 0 Profits ,() 

t"e producer, the most thorough un
derstanding of the soil is necessary 

0 r successful crop production, be 
Pointed out. 
. For instance, he showed, the cost 

of producing sugar beets may be as 
high as1 $10 an acre with production 
running at six tons per acre, whereas, 
with the production jumped up to 18 
tons per acre, which is not unrea
sonably high, the cost per ton drops 
to about $3.50 for production. At 
the latter figure the Michigan farm
er could raise beets with profit 
while, at the cost of1 $10 a ton, he 
ordinarily loses or̂  the venture. 

High Analysis Counts 
Enriching the soils with fertilizers 

containing at least 14 per cent plant 
food is the first solution for reduc
ing production costs of agricultural 
commodities. Prof. McCool illustrat
es. In his interview he referred to 
a trip mad>e a short time ago through 
some of the agricultural sections of 
the state. In conjunction with repre
sentatives of organizations interested 
in agricultural Improvement Fie 

stated : 
"I was gratified to spend a week 

'With representatives of the Michigan 
(Corrtinued on page two) 

The loss ratio on shipments of live
stock has been cut in two during the ' 
past 10 years and during the past j 
year, a greater application of care in [ 
handling livestock shipments meant j 
a saving of $640,000 through losses j 
prevented during the twelve months 
compared with the losses of the year 
previous. 

These were some of the high lights 
in talks given at the annual meeting 
of some 600 livestock producer-ship
pers at Lansing, combining the an
nual meeting of the Michigan Live
stock (Exchange with that of the 
Michigan Livestock Loss Prevention 
Association, Feb. 21 and 22. 

The conventions were the most suc
cessful ever held by the two sister 
organizations. 

The 1928 losses in hog shipments, 
delegates were informed, were less 
than the year before, the reduction 
in losses being 15 per cent greater 
than in 1927. 

Trucking: On Increase 
Trucked hogs increased from about 

3,000,000 in 1927 to about 5,000,000 in 
1928 on the western markets. The 
loss figures, however, took into ac
count only the livestock handled by 
rail. 

Some evidence was offered at the 
meetings to indicate that truck stock 
shows a greater percentage of shrink
age than rail-shipped stock although 
no definite figures were found avail
able to substantiate such claims. 

The loss of some 53,000 hogs in a 
year through careless handling is the 
record as confronting the producers 
for the past year, despite the increas
ing amount of care exercised in load
ing and shipping stock. 

The banquet on Feb. 21 was the 
biggest livestock shippers meeting 
ever staged in Michigan and included 
a dinner and an old-time dancing 
party at Hotel Olds, in Lansing. 

The records of the Michigan Live
stock Exchange for the six years and 
eight months of operation since it 
was organized show that a total of 
$52,000,000 worth of livestock has 
been handled at a total profit of 
$129,000 with 78,500 of the total sav
ings returned to the members and a 
total surplus on hand amounting to 
$34,500. 

The officers and directors wet ) re
elected for the ensuing year. 

Co-Ops Are Successful. 
Figures were presented showing 

that farmers of this country can mar
ket their own livestock successfully 
through their own business organiza
tion, as during the year 1928 the co
operative livestock agencies handled 
approximately 185,000 carloads of 
lievstock or over 13,000,000 animals, 
having a value of over $315,000,000. 

A few of the accomplishments re
sulting from co-operative selling 
and buying of livestock are: 

Better service in handling ship
ments at terminal markets; 

Better facilities for loading, and a 
faster movement to market by trans
portation companies; 

A better method of presenting and 
obtaining collection of claims; 

Securing a reduction in commission 

A gigantic, nation-wide farmers' 
mass meeting to be participated in 
by more than a million and a 
quarter members of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, together 
with other invited organized agricul
tural groups, is being arranged by 
the officers of the American Farm 
Bureau Federation. March 14 has 
been set for this event. 

In 15,000 rural communities Farm 
Bureau folks will gather round the 
radio loud speakers to share in 
program which is to be broadcast 
from the Chicago studio of National 
Broadcast Corporation. 

With Sam H. Thompson, president 
of the American Farm Bureau Fed
eration in the chair, a community 
Farm Bureau program such as no 
community Farm Bureau has ever 
before been privileged to enjoy, will 
be placed on the air. 

Personages of national reputation, 
representing every phase of the ex
tremely varied agricultural industry, 
will talk. Included will be music and 
other entertainment features, richly 
reflecting the simplicity and the sin
cerity of country life. 

To carry the program to the folks 
out In the hinter land, a hook-up of 
telephone wires and ether waves 
more extensive than any ever before 
made, except for political conventions 
and some addresses of President 
Coolidge has been arranged. 

In country school houses in cross 
roads churches, in the town hall, the 
county court house, from Massachu
setts Bay to the Golden Gate, fann
ers with their families will be gath
ered to listen in. If radio instru
ments are lacking, an offer has been 
made by the Radio Corporation of 
America to loan the necessary set on 
request from properly authorized 
Farm Bureau leaders. 

Boys and Girls Invited 
To share in the affair, national 

Farm Bureau officials will invite 
members of kindred agricultural or
ganizations. The National Live Stock 
Producers association with its mem
bership of cattlemen throughout the 
middle west and the plains states, 
will be one of the Farm Bureau's 
guests. Farm boys and girls who be
long to the National 4-11 clubs will 
be a second invited group. Farmers' 
co-operative shipping and buying as
sociations, the National Grange with 
lits extensive membership, and many 
others, are to be sought to help swell 
this radio mass meeting of agricul
ture . 

Farm Bureau leaders promoting 
the plan, vision the aggregate audi
ence as the largest assembly of farm
ers ever brought together at any one 
time. 

STATF RAH Y D A 7 ~ LEGISLATIVE ACTION TO IMPROVE 
UNIFORM PROGRAM ™ A L HIGHWAYS IS SOUGHT IN A 

S BEING PLANNED MEASURE SPONSORED BY STATE F. B. 
Each County Farm Bureau is 

Making Preparations 
To Meet April 3 

To increase Interest in all phases 
of Farm Bureau activities and to 
plan a program in each Farm Bureau 
county of the state, a uniform pro
gram for a Farm Bureau Rally Day, 
or quarterly forum, is being drafted 
in tentative form by the organization 
department of the state Farm Bur
eau. 

April 3, is the date set for the 
3tate-wide program, which is to in
clude a membership nut t ing in every 
Farm Bureau county on the same 
date with all Farm Bureau members 
considering the same questions at t lu-
same time. Each county group will 
plan and execute a definite program 
with help from the State Farm Bur
eau officials and district men in 
making preliminary arrangements 
only. 

The general plan is to have local 
folks take part in the programs in 
each county. The County Farm Bur
eau will give wide local publicity to 
the proposed Rally Day and arrange 
the meeting place and the program. 
The State Farm Bureau will aaaist 
with program suggestions and give 
the Rally Day state-wide publicity 
and work with the executive boards 
to get the program under way, fur
nishing material for use of those 
who are to take part in discussions. 

Many of the counties have been 
considering such a program for some 
time and the State Farm Bureau is 
setting April 3, as the date for mak
ing the big, state-wide observance a 

I S S . 

MECOSTA "STEAMS 
UP A T 3 0 BELOW" 

County Unit Joins Co-Op In 
Staging a Successful 

Winter Meeting 

Newell Gale has three men lined 
up to do membership work in Huron; 
has had two meetings in Huron—a 
quarterly meeting planned in Sani
lac —a good start. 

Occasionally one hears of someone 
"carrying on in spite of hell and hot 
weather" but they don't have any
thing on the farmers of Mecosta coun
ty. About 175 of these rugged folk 
carried on a Farm Bureau meeting 
with the thermometers registering 30 
degrees below zero, on the coldest day 
of the winter, a week ago. This was 
the first quarterly meeting of the Me
costa County Farm Bureau and the 
meeting was held in co-operation with 
a meeting of the Stanwood Co-Op 
association, in the Methodist church 
at Stanwood, Feb. 19. 

Much of the success of the affair 
was attributed to the fact that every 
person appearing on the program has 
been engaged in organization work 
for more than 10 years, and that the 
farmers of this county have always 
been willing to co-operate in agricul
tural activities with a large per cent 
of the Co-Op members being Farm 
Bureau members also. 

Seating capacity of the church was 
taxed to the limit despite the cold 
weather and the fact that only the 
main roads were open to vehicular 
traffic and that some of the farmers 
were unable to start their motors and 
had to walk in to the meeting, some 
of them several miles. 

Earl Gale, president of the county 
Farm Bureau, was chairman of the 
meeting and, after reporting on the 
annual Farm Bureau convention held 
at Chicago this winter, introduced 
several speakers and entertainers, 
among them being Fred Harger, who 
reported on the State Farm Bureau 
meeting; E. E. Twing, county agent, 
who stressed the need of organization 
among farmers; B. O. Hagerman, ag
ricultural agent for the Pennsylvania 
R. R., who gave an illustrated talk on 
soil rebuilding; Fred Hibst, manager 
of the Michigan Potato Growers Ex
change, who explained some of the 
needs of organization as a means of 
saving the potato grower in a season 
like the present one; M. L. Noon, 
president of the State Farm Bureau, 
who talked on tariff revisions sought 
by the Farm Bureau through its 
Washington office. 

Entertainment was furnished by 
the Stanwood High School (lice club 
with community singing led by Mr. 
Twing. The Ladies Aid society of 
the church served the dinner at noon. 

Proposed Legislative Measure, Seeking Funds 
For Country Roads, Proposes No Diversion 

Of State Finances Until Middle Of 
1930; Mutual Plan Embodied. 

A state highway measure designed to meet the needs of 
the rural districts without disrupting the general highway 
program of the state and one which gives especial considera
tion to township and rural post roads has been prepared by the 
Michigan State Farm Bureau and is ready for introduction 
in the Legislature in the next few days. 

This is the result of weeks of diligent study and effort 
on the part of the special highway committee of the Farm 
Bureau and the proposed legislation has been approved by 
the state association of county road commissioners and en
gineers and aims to bring about an improved condition as 
sought b y the rural mail carriers of the state. 

Diversion of part of the gasoline tax is proposed with 
specific provision for improving township roads and rural 
post roads, in particular. 

That the measure must have the unrelenting support 
of every rural resident is seen in the situation existing in 
legislative circles with several ' township road bills" proposed 
and some introduced in the legislature in recent weeks, none 
of which have undergone any action other than to be "sent 
to committee." 

Just as there was action in December, when the Farm 
Bureau bill actually had its inception, at a meeting in Lan
sing about 100 enthusiasts from practically every corner of 
the state, seeking relief from the "impassable conditions on 
the dirt roads," the measure should be followed up by Farm 
Bureau members and local groups, and by other rural resi
dents who may not belong to the Farm Bureau, each of whom 
should write their Legislative representatives, urging early 
and fair consideration of this important measure. 

Sponsors Seek To Be Fair 
That fairness has been the keynote RALLY DAY PLANS 

MADE AT SANILAC 
FIRST QUARTERLY 

Program Committee Success 
Brings Repeat Order 

For April Meet 

Sanilac County Farm Bureau held 
its first quarterly meeting, Feb. 22. 
Meeting was called to order by John 
McLellan, president. The program 
was arranged by Charles Medcoff act
ing as chairman of the special pro
gram committee. Rev. E. Dixon, pas
tor of the Methodist church rendered 
several whistling and vocal solos. 
Rev. Dixon especially delighted the 
crowd with his whistling interpreta
tions. 

Mr. Allen, of the county road com
mission, discussed township road 
problems. He explained how the gas 
tax that is rebated back to the county 
is used, road maintenance, and clari
fied many of the problems relative 
to the handling of County roads. 

On the whole, it was one of the 
most successful meetings Sanilac 
county has had in recent years and 
plans were made, by appointing the 
same program committee, to have a 
Rally Day meeting, April 3, in line 
with other counties of the state. 

in preparing this proposed legisla
tion is seen in the fact that the spon-
tion have asked that no diversion of 
funds be made for the purposes speci
fied in their bill until the middle of 
next year (July 1, 1930) thus giving 
the state and county units ample 
time to make preparation for the 
change in road building programs 
proposed. 

Under the plans proposed in this 
measure, the appropriated funds 
would be paid to the counties for 
work on township roads with the plan 
in mind of eventually getting the 
farmers " out of the mud" on the lat
eral roads. Working under county 
supervision, the local road builders 
would thus have the advantages of 
better equipment and facilities, in 
the majority of instances, and a more 
unified system of highway construc
tion and maintenance would be made 
possible. 

Counties To Help 
County Farm Bureau leaders are 

asked to spread information regard
ing this measure and to assist in ar
ranging a series of district meetings, 
planned for the third week in March, 
at which time the merits of the bill 
will be expounded. Those who have 
assisted in drafting the bill will at
tend these meetings and be ready to 
explain any and all its features. 

In casual discussions of the pro
posed Farm Bureau road bill, at the 
state capitol, before its actual pre
sentation for introduction in the Leg
islature, there has heen expressed 
more real sympathy toward its pro-

(Contlnued on page four) 

Alfalfa Seed Situation 
Needs Careful Buying 

charges and refunding to producers 
of livestock the savings; 

Promoting educational agricultural 
activities by boosting Boys' and Girls' 
Club Work; 

Holding livestock demonstrations. 

Alfalfa Letter 
Contest Closes 

With this Issue of the News 
the Alfalfa Prise Letter Con
test which has been running 
for several editions clo 
Some very interesting 
have b> en published and the 
contest ha3 been worth while. 

Professor of Farm Crops At 
State College Explains 

Spring Condition 

"From the information available at 
the present time it is quite apparent 
that there will be available on the 
market this coming season both 
adapted and unadapted seed. There 
will also be placed on the market 
seed of unknown origin. The dis
criminating buyer will pass up all 
unusual bargains and all lots of seed 
of unknown or doubtful origin. Ilar-
digan, Orimm and common strains 
from northern and high altitude sec
tions are adapted to Michigan condi
tions." 

This is the situation as summed up 
by Prof. C. R. Megee, of Michigan 
State College, in the current issue of 
the Michigan Agriculturist, in an ar
ticle which presents th con
cerning a serious shortage of depend

able alfalfa seed in the northern 
states this year and carries the sug
gestion that the farmer who wants to 
obtain a good stand of the legume an
other year will do well to buy seed 
discriminated because of the proba
bility of there beiDg a lot of un
adapted seed offered for sale this 
spring. 

In the Agriculturist, a State Col
lege publication, Prof. Megee stated: 

"The most, severe reduction in yield 
of seed occurred in the northern and 
high altitude sections, or in those 
sections which normally produced a 
considerable part of the Michigan 

supply. Montana produced a 
larger crop than the previous year 
and is an exception. There was not a 
very material change in the amount 
of seed produced in the Arizona sec
tion this past season. 

Michitran Source Hard Hit 
"Since the shortage occurred in 

the section which usually supplies 
ontinued on page thr* 
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Editorials 
A B I G V I C T O R Y 

AY ha t w a s u n d o u b t e d l y t h e g r e a t e s t f igh t e v e r p u t on a n y 

w h e r e by d a i r y m e n . s eek ing t o m a i n t a i n a s a n e m a r k e t i n g p r o 

g r a m a n d t h e r i g h t t o sell t h e i r p r o d u c t c o - o p e r a t i v e l y h a s j u s t 

d r a w n to a n e n d a t C h i c a g o , w i t h t h e p r o d u c e r s c o m i n g o u t 

v i c t o r i o u s a f t e r s e v e r a l w e e k s of o b s t i n a c y o n t h e p a r t of t h e 

d i s t r i b u t o r s a n d d e a l e r s . T h e u n w a v e r i n g i n s i s t e n c e of t h e 

f a r m e r s h a s r e s u l t e d i n t h e i r b e i n g p a i d a n i n c r e a s e of 14 c e n t s 

a h u n d r e d p o u n d s f o r t h e i r m i l k . M o r e t h a n t h i s , a g r e e m e n t 

h a s b e e n r e a c h e d w h e r e b y e v e r y d e a l e r m u s t p o s t a c a s h b o n d 

in t h e a m o u n t of $2 ,500 to p r o t e c t t h e p r o d u c e r a g a i n s t b a n k 

r u p t c i e s on t h e p a r t of t h e d e a l e r . T h i s l a t t e r , in i tself , is a 

g r e a t a d v a n t a g e t o t h e d a i r y m a n a n d f a r m e r w h o h a v e Buffered 

s e v e r e l y f r o m fillister d e a l e r s ' financial f a i l u r e s in r e c e n t y e a r s . 

T h e P u r e Mi lk A s s o c i a t i o n , t h e f a r m e r s ' a n d d a i r y m e n ' s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n w h i c h l e d t h e t i g h t t h r o u g h t h e C h i c a g o m i l k p r i c e 

w a r , h a s a g a i n p r o v e d t h e o ld a d a g e t h a t f a i t h wi l l m o v e m o u n 

t a i n s . 

A f e w m e n w i t h a n i d e a l , t h e idea l of s e r v i c e to t h e i r f e l l o w -

m e n , h a v e c o m e t h r o u g h w i t h f l y i n g c o l o r s . A n i d e a l c a r r i e d 

t h e m t h r o u g h . W o r k i n g w i t h n o p r o s p e c t , n o r t h o u g h t of p a y , 

t h e y h a v e a c c o m p l i s h e d t h e s e e m i n g l y i m p o s s i b l e . 

T h e b a t t l e of f a r m e r s in t h e C h i c a g o a r e a for a j u s t s h a r e 

of t h e c o n s u m e r ' s d o l l a r a n d f o r a p e r m a n e n t s o l u t i o n of t h e 

m i l k p r o b l e m , b e g a n J a n u a r y 1 a n d a n a r m i s t i c e w a s d e c l a r e d on 

t h e m o r n i n g of J a n u a r y 22 . 

T h e d e a l e r s in C h i c a g o h a d b e e n of f ic ia l ly no t i f i ed t h a t o n 

J a n u a r y 1, t h e p r i c e t o be p a i d f a r m e r s for t h e i r m i l k w o u l d be 

$5 i n s t e a d of $2 .50 . F a r m e r s w e r e o r d e r e d b y t h e of f ice rs of 

t h e P u r e M i l k A s s o c i a t i o n t o d e l i v e r t h e i r m i l k a s u s u a l , t h u s 

p u t t i n g t h e d e a l e r in t h e p o s i t i o n of e i t h e r a c c e p t i n g t h e m i l k 

o r r e f u s i n g i t . I n o t h e r w o r d s , t h e f a r m e r s w e r e n o t s t r i k i n g ; 

t h e y w e r e f o r c i n g t h e d e a l e r s to s t r i k e o r l o c k t h e m o u t , o r p a y 

t h e p r i c e , a m i w e r e p u t t i n g t h e d e a l e r s in t h e p o s i t i o n w h e r e , if 

b a b i e s w e r e t o b e s t a r v e d t h e y w o u l d be t h e o n e s r e s p o n s i b l e . 

T h e d e a l e r s ' r e p l y t o t h e f a r m e r s ' d e m a n d f o r $2 .85 w a s t o 

p o s t s i g n s a t t h e i r p l a n t s s t a t i n g t h a t t h e p r i c e p a i d f a r m e r s f o r 

t h e i r m i l k w o u l d b e $2 .50. T h e first m i l k w a s r e f u s e d w h e n t h e 

a n d d e a l e r s c l a s h e d a t B r i s t o l , W i s . 

T o t h e a v e r a g e p r o d u c e r it is h a r d t o r e a l i z e w h a t h a s h a p 

p e n e d . T h e a p p a r e n t l y i m p o s s i b l e h a s b e e n a c c o m p l i s h e d . Ch i 

c a g o d e a l e r s a r e n o w j u s t a s s t r o n g f o r t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n a s 

t h e y w e r e a g a i n s t it b e f o r e . 

C O N S I D E R I N G T H E P R O D U C E R 

A v e r y u n u s u a l s i t u a t i o n h a s b e e n f o u n d to e x i s t in r e g a r d 

t o t h e p r o d u c t i o n a n d s h i p p i n g of c h i c o r y , a v e r y v a l u a b l e f a r m 

c r o p in t h e T h u m b d i s t r i c t of t h e s t a t e . 

O u t of t h i s p e c u l i a r s i t u a t i o n h a s a r i s e n a v i c t o r y for t h e 

a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c e r ; a v i c t o r y a c c o r d e d t h r o u g h a r e c e n t 

r u l i n g of t h e I n t e r s t a t e C o m m e r c e C o m m i s s i o n o r d e r i n g r a i l 

r o a d s t o a c c e p t c h i c o r y s h i p m e n t s a t 89 c e n t s , r a t h e r t h a n 44 

c e n t s a h u n d r e d p o u n d s . 

I n a c c o r d i n g t h e v i c t o r y to 1 he f a r m e r s , w h o w e r e s u p p o r t e d 

in t h e i r p l e a d i n g s b y t h e S t . C l a i r C o u n t y F a r m B u r e a u , t h e 

c o m m i s s i o n e x p l a i n e d t h a t , w h i l e t h e 44 c e n t f r e i g h t r a t e w h i c h 

h a s p r e v a i l e d for s h i p m e n t s of t h i s c o m m o d i t y w a s n o t e x c e s s i v e 

ly h i g h , y e t , b e c a u s e of a d e p r e s s e d c o n d i t i o n of t h e c h i c o r y 

p r o d u c i n g i n d u s t r y , t h i s r a t e s h o u l d b e r e d u c e d to a r a t e m o r e 

e q u i t a b l e . 

C i t a t i o n w a s m a d e of v a r i o u s o t h e r c o m m o d i t i e s , s o m e re 

q u i r i n g g r e a t e r c a r e in h a n d l i n g , w h i c h a r e e n j o y i n g t h e l o w e r 

r a t e , t h e 2!) cent r a t e , w h i c h t h e c o m m i s s i o n s a y s s h a l l n o w 

a p p l y t o c h i c o r y . It w a s b e c a u s e of t h e f a c t t h a t t h e s e o t h e r 

c o m m o d i t i e s h a v e been h a n d l e d by t h e c a r r i e r s at t h e l o w e r r a t e , 

p r o f i t a b l y , t h a t t h e c o m m i s s i o n o r d e r e d t h e 29 c e n t r a t e t o a p p l y 

to c h i c o r y s h i p m e n t s f r o m t h e T h u m b d i s t r i c t . 

T h i s is a f a i r d e c i s i o n . It is to t h e a d v a n t a g e of t h e g r o w e r , 

d i r e c t l y , b u t c a n n o t h e l p b u t r e f l e c t t o t h e a d v a n t a g e of t h e 

c a r r i e r s in an i n d i r e c t m a n n e r for , w i t h t h e r e d u c e d f r e i g h t r a t e , 

t h e f a r m e r s wi l l be a b l e t o c a r r y on in t h e i r p r o d u c t i o n of t h i s 

c r o p w h e r e , u n d e r t h e -14 c e n t r a t e , t h e i r i n d u s t r y w a s a b o u t 

d o o m e d t o go t h e w a y t h e s u g a r b e e t i n d u s t r y h a s i n c e r t a i n 

s e c t i o n s , j u s t a l i n g e r i n g of o c c a s i o n a l a c r e a g e s on w h i c h b u t a 

few p r o d u c e r s c o u l d h o p e to r e a p a f a i r m a r g i n of p r o f i t a t t h e 

s e a s o n ' s e n d . 

T h e c o m m i s s i o n s a y s t h a t , w h i l e t h e 44 c e n t r a t e is n o t 

e x c e s s i v e u n d e r o r d i n a r y c o n d i t i o n s , t h e l o w e r r a t e is m o r e in 

f a i r n e s s a n d " l i e s m o r e in t h e z o n e of r e a s o n a b l e n e s s a n d t h a t 

i t s e s t a b l i s h m e n t w i l l n o t b e i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h t h e m a i n t e n a n c e 

of a d e q u a t e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e . " 

I n o t h e r w o r d s , t h e r a i l r o a d s h a v e b e e n t a k i n g a r a t e f o r 

h a n d l i n g t h e f a r m e r s ' c h i c o r y f r o m M i c h i g a n to t h e e a s t w h i c h 

h a s m e a n t m o r e t h a n a f a i r m a r g i n of p r o f i t b u t t h e p r o d u c t 

h a s s t o o d t h e b u r d e n u n t i l n o w . N o w , w i t h t h e i n d u s t r y a b o u t 

c r u s h e d , i t i s . shown t h a t t h e c a r r i e r s c a n s t i l l a f fo rd t o h a n d l e 

t h e c o m m o d i t y e v e n w i t h t h e i r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c h a r g e c u t m o r e 

t h a n o n e - t h i r d . 

T h u s t h e r o a d s w i l l lose d i r e c t r e v e n u e b u t t h e y w i l l b e 

a b l e t o c o n t i n u e t o h a n d l e t h i s i m p o r t a n t T h u m b d i s t r i c t c r o p . 

T h u s , a l s o , t h e f a r m e r s w i l l n o t b e f o r c e d t o i m m e d i a t e l y a b a n 

d o n p r o d u c t i o n of a v a l u a b l e c o m m o d i t y . 

F A R M - B U R E A U - O - G R A M 

" T h e b e s t t i m e t o h o l d on is w h e n y o u r e a c h t h e p o i n t 

w h e r e t h e a v e r a g e f e l l o w w o u l d q u i t . " — F o r b e s . 

ALFALFA LETTER 
CONTEST 
First Prize Winner 

Sou th Lyon, Michigan. 
The re ' s an old s ay ing t h a t " foo l s r u s h in where ange ls fear t o 

t r e a d . " I proved the t r u t h of t h a t say ing w h e n I bought a r u n down 
sand farm of e ighty ac res . I t r ied al.l k i n d s of clover on it and fail
ed. Then I plowed u p a n old p a s t u r e on t h e place, p u t i t to corn and 
t h e next year , l imed it , bough t Gr imm Alfalfa Seed from t h e F a r m 
B u r e a u a n d sowed i t fifteen pounds to t h e ac re . Since then I have had 
no t roub le abou t hay . T h a t first field of e igh t a c r e s — s o w n eleven 
years ago, cut me s ixteen loads las t y e a r and I saved half of t he 
second cu t t i ng for seed. The re ' s no ques t ion in my mind a b o u t Gr imm 
seed, because in th i s ne ighborhood t h e r e i sn ' t a seeding y ie ld ing a s 
mine does t h a t was sown as long ago . 

W h e r e e igh t to t en loads of T i m o t h y H a y was my l imit on th is 
farm when I bough t it, I now cut from fifty to sixty loads . I have 
also t reb led my yield of po ta toes s ince g r o w i n g alfalfa. I have a plot 
nea r t h e house of 1.6 acres . F r o m it, I cu t n ine big loads of alfalfa 
in one year and I ra ised on t h a t plot 560 bushe l s of so r t ed po ta toes in 
the s u m m e r of '26 w i thou t any fer t i l izer . 

This y e a r I have win te red t h r e e hor ses , twenty-five sheep , and 
eleven Je r seys and will have hay to sell in t h e spr ing . I consider 
alfalfa h a y fine for brood sows d u r i n g t h e winter . F e d wi th a l i t t le 
corn, it b r ings them t h r o u g h the w in t e r in fine condi t ion. My horses 
a re fat and get no g ra in t h r u t h e fall a n d winter , un t i l a b o u t th ree 
weeks before sp r ings ' work begins. 

I have never had bu t one seed ing fail. I bough t Common and 
Canad ian Var iega ted t h a t year . It was dry and cold t h a t fall a n d t h e 
p lan t s got a poor s t a r t so win te r ki l led t h e m . 

My advice to any f a rmer wish ing to b r ing up a farm, is to buy F a r m 
B u r e a u Seed, Gr imm if possible, use l ime, a n d pu t t h e seed on your 
best field; then br ing t h e res t of your land up to good h u m u s conten t 
wi th m a n u r e . 

Yours t ru ly , 
W. E. Allen. 

Second Prize Letter 
Hersey, Michigan. 

Lock Box 22. 
Abou t t h i r t y years ago I first exper imen ted wi th Alfalfa. W e sowed 

twen ty acres , us ing twelve pounds of seed per ac r e ; j u s t pla in alfalfa 
of no k n o w n origin. We succeeded in ge t t i ng a fine s t and , but i t 
nea r ly all d i sappeared the first win te r . F i f teen years l a te r , we t r ied 
aga in , sowing two acres wi th a n o r t h e r n g rown var ie ty , which gave 
us two cu t t ings per year of a b o u t t h r e e tons per acre . S ince th i s t ime , 
we have g rown alfalfa cont inuously . 

Six y ea r s ago we sowed five acres of F a r m Bureau G r i m m . This 
field has produced two cu t t ings each year , e s t ima tes at 1 V2 to 2V2 t ons 
each, and is s t i l l go ing s t rong , clearly proving the va lue of F a r m 
Bureau seed. 

W e find t h e hay a most va luable feed for all k inds of s tock, and 
never have any t roub le in i ts use as hay or p a s t u r e . 

We s t rong ly r ecommend e i the r Gr imm or H a r d i g a n F a r m B u r e a u 
seed. 

E rv in B lanchard . 

Third Prize Letter 
Grandvi l le , Michigan. 

R. R. No. 1 
In t h e sp r ing of 1 9 2 1 , I sowed two pecks of F a r m B u r e a u Gr imm 

on one ac re of land, t h e res t j u s t common seed. The s t a n d was a l ike 
all oVer t h e field. The next year I cu t t he field, it cer ta in ly was won
derful . I cut four t imes as much per ac re from the F a r m B u r e a u 
Gr imm as from t h e o the r . 

I ce r ta in ly th ink t h a t F a r m B u r e a u seed is t he very best t h e r e is. 
I will buy no o the r bu t t he F a r m B u r e a u seed. 

Yours t ru ly , 
Melvin Weave r . 

FERTILITY OF SOILS 
IS IMPORTANT FACTOR 

IN CROP PRODUCTION 
^Continued from page one) 

S ta te F a r m Bureau and with direc
to r s and m a n a g e r s of several co-ops 
and d i s t r ibu tors of t he various prod
ucts handled by the F a r m Bureau . 
This afforded an oppor tuni ty to co
opera te with an organizat ion, the ob
ject of which is service for the Michi
gan fa rmer . I t is our policy to co
opera te wi th any reputab le organiza
tion which has th i s end in view. We 
are especially des i rous of hav ing the 
co-operat ion of t h e F a r m Bureau in 
p romot ing a^soils program for Michi
gan . 

" T h e facts a re , indirect extension 
t h r o u g h co-operat ion has been very 
effective in several instances. Laws 
h a v $ been passed due to conferences, 
which h a v e been of a g rea t de:il of 
service to ag r i cu l tu re . The g rad ing 
of frui t doubt less has resul ted in im
proved cu l tu ra l methods . The high 
g rade fert i l izer movement is ano the r 
i l lus t ra t ion of th is indirect exten
sion method . 

"As a r e su l t of conferences on the 
par t of f a rmer s and o thers the re a re 
some states' in which fert i l izers con
ta in ing less than 16 per cent of p lant 
food canno t be sold. 

" O u r soils extension w o r k e r s in 
this s t a t e a r e ca r ry ing on soils 
schools in each of several counties. 
Approximately 30 leaders in each 
county a r e given r a t h e r intensive 
work in me thods of soil improvement . 
These leaders in t u r n re lay th is in
format ion to small g roups in thei r 
communi t i e s . By th is indirect meth
od it is possible to reach many more 

ed unde r for corn each spr ing. 
" T h e r e is a grea t fu ture for th i s 

crop in Michigan. On land at the 
Cass county farm, which does no t 
produce clovers or alfalfa wi thout 
lime, sweet clover was seeded in 
1922, following a n appl icat ion of 
t w o tons of l imestone per acre. This 
has not received any addi t ional seed 
or o ther t r e a t m e n t since, yet it p ro
duced a large yield of clover annua l 
ly unt i l last year. 

" T h e possibility is very grea t for 
t he improvement of rough lands and 
o ther lands tha t a re no t being utiliz
ed for crop product ion owing to the 
labor s i tuat ion, by the use of sweet 
clover and other grasses . 

"The Michigan Sta te F a r m Bureau 
in var ious capacities is in a position 
to assist iu this par t i cu la r phase of 
our soil ferti l i ty p rogram in Michi
gan by handl ing good seed and by 
s t imula t ing the above practices 
wherever possible. I t is in a posi
tion also to do a g rea t deal towards 
pu t t ing over a p rog ram for the use 
of high grade fert i l izers in this s t a te . 

"Co-operat ion by the var ious inter
ests t h e last few years has resul ted 
in decided changes in the fertilizer 
practices in this country . In fact, we 
have tu rned from a "low ana lys i s" 
using ra t ion to a "h igh ana lys i s " 
one. In 1922 a la rge n u m b e r of 
commercia l fertilizer companies and 

.soils workers represen t ing the s ta tes 
[of Ohio, Indiana , Missouri, Michigan, 
and Wisconsin, met in Chicago in an 
effort to br ing about changes in t h e 
manufac tu re and use of commercial 
ferti l izers. At tha t conference a 
high g r ade ferti l izer was considered 
to be one which contained 14% or 
more of p lant food; one containing 
less to be low grade . F u t h e r m o r e , 

r ecom. t h e soils w o r k e r s ag reed to r e c o 

mend 11 fer t i l izer g r a d e s for xnlnT 
al soils a n d the m a n u f a c t u r e r s a g r e * 
to m a n u f a c t u r e t h e s e and A 

to Push 
the i r sa les as r a p i d l y as practicabl 

" T h e resu l t s of th i s co-operatiy' 
a r r a n g e m e n t w e r e very gratifyjn„e 

At the p resen t t i m e abou t one-thirf,' 
of the t o n n a g e of fer t i l izers used i 
Michigan consis ts of s t a n d a r d grade* 
and doubt less a m u c h h igher percent8 

age of t he to ta l t o n n a g e a re included 
In high g r a d e fer t i l izers . 

" In 1922 t h e r e we re sixteen thous 

and , six h u n d r e d tons of standard 
fert i l izer used in Ohio. In 1926 there 
were ninety-f ive t h o u s a n d , two hun
dred tons and , in addi t ion , the \n[ 
crease in a m o u n t of 2 0 % acid ph0 s] 
pha te over 1 6 % acid phosphate ^as 
very grea t . In I n d i a n a in 1922, the 
tonnage of h igh g r a d e ferti l izers was 
eighty-nine t h o u s a n d , five hundred 
tons. In 1926 i t w a s one hundred 
and forty-six t h o u s a n d tons . 

" T h e fer t i l izer s i t ua t ion for 1929 
is the most favorable it ha s been for 

m a n y years . T h e r e a r e available 
h igh grade a n d h igh analysis goods 
to suit a l l c rops a n d al l conditions 
accord ing to o u r p re sen t knowledge. 
Pr ices a r e about as a t t r ac t ive as they 
have been and, in add i t ion , the fertil
izer i ndus t ry as a whole is endeavor
ing to sell t h e f a r m e r the fertilizer 
which will give h im t h e largest re
t u rn s on his i n v e s t m e n t in it. 

"As a r e su l t of m a n y field experi
men t s we a r e in posi t ion to make 
more defini te sugges t ions on the use 
of ferti l izers t h a n ever before. 

"Ci rcu lar Bu l l e t in No. 53 , "Fer
ti l izers for 1 9 2 9 " , m a y be had by ap
plying to the d i r ec to r of the Agricul
t u r a l Exper imen t S ta t ion , Eas t Lan
sing, Mich." 

people t h a n would be met if we a t 
t emp ted to lec ture to all those in
t e res t ed in, th i s subject . 

Co-operat ion Is Needed 
"Al l o rgan iza t ions should co-oper

a te i n a s m u c h a s t h e yields of the sev
e ra l crops in th is s t a t e a re a t a 
s t a n d s t i l l a n d have foeen for many 
yea r s . Yet on the o ther h a n d it is 
well r e c o g n i z e d , t h a t t he cost of pro
d u c t i o n of crops h a s increased g rea t 
ly a s h a s the cost of l iving on the 
{farms increased. 

! "Doub t l e s s t h e r e a r e many farms 
in th i s s t a t e which a re producing 
more t han they did several years ago ; 
yet i r respect ive of th is condit ion and 
t h e va luab le w o r k of var ious fa rm
e r s organizat ions , exper iment s ta t ion , 
a n d extension worke r s and the addi 
t ional fact t ha t a g rea t deal of m a r 
ginal land has, gone ou t of use, t h e 
a v e r a g e yields according to t h e cen
sus repor t s a re not changing . 

Costs Depend On Yields 
"Soi ls a r e basic. W h e n they go 

w r o n g or the product ivi ty is no t a s it 
should be, it seems t h a t eve ry th ing 
on t h e fa rm goes wrong, t h e yields 
of crops a r e low and t h e qual i ty of 
t he p roduc t s is lacking. A good 
crop canno t be grown prof i tably wi th
out f irst having a product ive soil! 
The cost of production of a crop un i t 
depends to a large ex ten t upon the 
yie lds obtained. 

" I t is t r u e tha t as t he yields a re 
increased on a farm t h e cost involved 
in t h e be t t e r systems of m a n a g e m e n t 
increase , bu t it is fo r tuna te tha t thi3 
increase is not as rapid as the decline 
in t h e cost of production as t h e 
y ie lds increase. 

" I t m a y be cited, for example, a 
six ton per acre yield of suga r beets 
costs abou t $10 per ton whereas an 
18 t o n per acre yield costs less t h a n 
$3.50 a ton. According to repor t s , 
when t h e yield of pota toes is 100 bu
shels pe r acre , t he cost of product ion 
per bushe l is 47 cents, and when the 
yield is 300 bushels per acre the 
cost is 27 cents per bushe l and the 
qua l i ty of the product is l ikewise in
creased. When the yield of corn is 
40 bushe l s per acre the cost per bu
shel is abou t 60 cents a n d when the 
p roduc t ion is 100 bushels per acre 
it m a y be as low as 26 cents per bu
shel . 

" T h e s e f igures a re no t absolute 
a n d a r e used only as approximat ions 
and i l lus t ra t ive purposes . 

Soil Study I s Extens ive 
"Owing to the g r e a t var ia t ion in 

soi ls a n d in c l imate in this s tate and 
the g r e a t d ivers i ty in agr icu l ture 
which resu l t s , a s t a t e soils program 
cannot be na r row. I t mus t be broad 
in scope if it m e e t s all the requi re
ments . 

" T h e d a i r y m a n who has available 
large a m o u n t s of s tab le m a n u r e is in
t e res t ed in l iming h is soil for the 
product ion of alfalfa and clover and 
in the use of l a rge a m o u n t s of super
phospha te to re inforce t h e manure . 

"Mixed fer t i l izers also have their 
place on many da i ry fa rms where 
special crops a re g rown. 

" T h e less specialized f a rmer must 
consider t he lime con ten t of his soil, 
t u r n u n d e r crop re s idues or green 
m a n u r e and in add i t ion use h igh 
ana lys i s fert i l izers and , finally, t he re 
a re those who, of necessi ty, must 
rely to a la rge ex ten t on commercial 
fer t i l izers in o rde r t o obtain ear l i -
ness of m a t u r i t y with some crops, 
supe r io r qual i ty and h igh yields. 

Soils Need Organic Matter 

"Doubt less the re a r e many farms 
or p a r t s of farms in th is s ta te on 
which organic m a t t e r should be pro
duced and r e t u r n e d to t h e soil. 

" Indeed , t he r e is a g rea t ly increas
ing in t e res t in t h e product ion of 
crops for soil improvement , not only 
in th is s t a t e but in o the r s tates . 

" I had t h e oppor tun i ty of t ravel
ing t h r o u g h a dozen or more s ta tes 
(•early las t summer , some of which I 
h a d vis i ted about a decade ago. 

"One of the s t r ik ing things I ob
served was the grea t ly increased 
ac r eage of crops being grown for 
soil improvement purposes ; crops 
such as soy beans, alfalfa and sweet 
clover. 

" I l l inois , which is a very low con
s u m e r of commercia l fert i l izers, uses 
a la rge a m o u n t of l ime annua l ly and 
i t is p robable t h a t near ly one-half 
mil l ion acres of sweet clover is plow-

WRONG WJ&l 

Y o u first h a v e t o k n o w cos t t o d e t e r m i n e p r o f i t . A n y 

successful p o u l t r y m a n k n o w s t h a t O y s t e r S h e l l is essen t ia l 

t o prof i table e g g p r o d u c t i o n . 

B u t h e r e ' s a g o o d o n e . 

P I L O T B R A N D O Y S T E R S H E L L is p r i c e d s l igh t ly 

h i g h e r t h a n o t h e r s h e l l — s a y 5c o r e v e n 10c p e r 100 lbs . 

m o r e . 

B u t y o u a r e figuring w r o n g if y o u b u y c h e a p e r she l l o r 

low pr iced s u b s t i t u t e s t o c u t d o w n y o u r cos t s . 

P I L O T B R A N D is all e g g shel l m a t e r i a l , every p o u n d 

o f i t . 

T h e r e is n o was te , p o i s o n o u s m a t t e r o r r a t g a t h e r i n g 

o d o r in P I L O T B R A N D . Y o u d o n ' t p a y fo r 3 0 % o r 4 0 % 

o f m a t t e r y o u r b i rd s w o n ' t ea t . 

Y o u c a n a l w a y s s a f e l y f i g u r e 

P I L O T B R A N D as t h e c h e a p e s t 

e g g shel l ma te r i a l y o u c a n b u y . 

OYSTER SHELL PRODUCTS 
CORPORATION 

Shel l BuiltSing, S t . Louis ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
FOR POULTRY 

FIRE! LIABILITY! 
COLLISION! THEFT! 
Always Unexpected and Everything You Own or 

Hope to Own is at Risk Unless 

YOU ARE INSURED 
The State Farm Mutual Auto Insurance Co. 

offers you complete protection against 

Fire Property Damage 
Collision Liability 
Windstorm Theft 

at very low annual rates for farm owned cars. We 
are a strong, legal reserve company. More than 
25.000 Michigan farmers are enjoying this protec
tion 

Then, should the unexpected happen, you don't 
have to worry. We protect your interests. 

There is a State Farm Mutual agent near you. 
Don't delay in seeing him. If you don't know him, 
or want further information write us. 

Be protected before you start on a trip. 

Michigan State Farm Bureau 

Lansing, Michigan 
MICHIGAN A G E N T 

STATE FARM MUTUAL AUTO INS. CO. 
OF BLOOMINOTON, ILL. 
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FARMER CONTROL 
OFLANDBANKIS 
SUGGESTED BY F B . 

Michigan Farm Bureau Leader 
Speaks For Agriculture 

At Washington 

Control of t he Fede ra l Land Bank 
v s t e m should be placed u n d e r a 

s
m p e t e n t board of m e m b e r s whose 

C
0le interest is in ag r i cu l tu r e . This , 

? essence, to the s e n t i m e n t of the 
farmers of t he coun t ry as expressed 
' ^ e i r chosen r ep resen ta t ive , Jesse 

Q Boyle, of Buchanan, Mich., who 
appeared at W a s h i n g t o n recent ly to 
plead the < » » Of li"- Amer ican agr i 
culturist. 

Mr. Boyle, p r e s iden t of t he Ber
gen County F a r m B u r e a u a n d for five 
years a di rector of the Michigan 
State Farm B u r e a u and a d i r ec to r of 
the bank in his h o m e town, was pick
ed by Sam Thompson , pres ident of 
the American F a r m Bureau Federa
tion, to r ep resen t the F a r m Bureau 
as spokesman for t h e twelve land 
bank distr icts by se rv ing as chair
man of a special commit tee of the 
A. F. B. F . whose membersh ip was 
made up of one rep resen ta t ive from 
each of the twelve dis t r ic ts . 

The cha i rman of this commit tee 
pent several days in Washington , and 
offered some very valuable tes t imony 

THREE 

New State Farm Mutual Building 

Here is an archi tec t ' s d rawing of tua l Automobi le Insurant 
what the new Sta te F a r m Bureau Mu-J bui lding will look l ike when 

being buil t 
cum- i in Bloomington , 111., 

J E S S E G. BOTLE, 
Berrien F a r m Bureau Pres ident . 

behalf of the farmer , r ecommend-
ig a m e n d m e n t s to the fa rm loan act 

accordance with e igh teen points 
orked o u t by t h e commi t t ee and 
iving the ra t i f ica t ion of t he dele-
lite body of the Amer ican F a r m Bu-
;/; a t i ts a n n u a l convent ion a year 

to. 
The t e s t imony offered by Mr. Boyle 

[presented more t h a n two years of 
ludy by t h e commit tee wi th the 
l ime t h o u g h t in mind of m a k i n g the 
[deral fa rm loan board an independ-
lt body by removing it from the 
ttus of be ing a bu reau of the feder-
t reasury bu t leaving its cons t ruc-

m such t h a t t h e sec re t a ry of the 
|easury of the Uni ted S ta tes sha l l be 

-officio c h a i r m a n of t h e board 
ith six o the r d i rec tors , each r ep re -
[nting t e r r i t o r y compr is ing two fed-
ral land b a n k dis t r ic ts . 

\LFALFA SITUATION 
CALLS FOR CAREFUL 

PURCHASING OF SEED 
(Continued from page one) 

|ichigan with a considerable quant i -
of seed, g rea t care must be exer-

Ised in the purchase of seed this 
jming season. Owing to the fore-
jght of some of our leading seeds-
len, Michigan should ,not suffer 
peatly from this shortage. When 
kd i t ions las t Augus t in |>cated that 
shortage was in sight, *®nie of our 

[edsmen purchased supplies large 
lough to care for their usual t rade, 
fiese seedsmen a re in position to 
h d e r Michigan a real soTvk-e this 
|ming season. 
|"Michigan alfalfa seed supply has , 

the main, been from dependable 
furces, as is shown by a rip increase 

acreage, at a time w l e n other 
Ji'thern and corn belt s ta tes have 
kffered heavy losses. In order that 
|is acreage may be maintained and 

substantial increase be secured, 
[reful a t tent ion must be given to se
e ing the kind of seed sown this 
[ring. The United S ta tes govern-
jent est imate indicates t h a t the al-
I'fa seed crop for the past m a s o n is 
|out 40 per cent less t han that of 
j e previous year. 

|"Production of alfalfa in four of 
nor thern s ta tes r an as fol lows: 

>ntana, 19,800 bushels In 1927 and 
1-600 bushels in 1928; Idaho, 180,000 
Jshels in 1927 and 51,000 bushe ls in 
P ; Utah, 265,000 bushels in 1927 
|« 124,000 in 1928; Arizona, l i t 000 
jshels in 1927 and 99,000 bushels h 
[28. 
r 'Total production in the United 
lates for 1927 was 851,400 bushels 
|<1 for 1928 it was only 591,500 
Nhels. 
|"A considerable bulk of the alfalfa 
BtI Produced in the United Sta tes is 

i in Montana, Idaho, Utah and 
fizona, or in a section extending 
)Jn the nor thernmos t boundary to 

ext reme sou the rn pa r t of the 
f'ted Sta tes . T h e c l imate var ies 
5 a t ly from the no r th to the south 
this sect ion. The high a l t i tude 

n o r t h e r n pa r t s produce seed 
lapted to Michigan, whi le t h e 
Vthern p a r t s a r e so mild t h a t the 

(1 produced is of no value when 
'a under Michigan condi t ions ." 

MICHIGAN INSURANCE 
MEN IN 5 DISTRICTS 
ARE AWARDED PRIZES 
(Cont inued from page one) 

bens, Kalamazoo, second; Rolan 
Sleight, Laingsburg, th i rd ; A. N. 
Brown, Jonesvil le, fourth and H. R. 
Andre, of Jenison, sixth. 

Dis t r ic t Repor ts P leas ing 
Mr. Fowler ' s distr ict was accredited 

with 2,407 applications for insurance 
dur ing the contest period. Mr. Gib-
bens ' district , in second place for the 
20 s tates , was accredited wi th 1,565 
applicat ions. The third prize win
ning distr ict wro te 1,449 appl icat ions 
and four th distr ict , 1,396. 

Mr. Gage, first producer among the 
local men, tu rned in a total of 345 ap
plications wr i t t en dur ing the five 
months . Th i s was jus t one hundred 
bet ter than the man from Minnesota, 
who was awarded second prize. 

Some idea of the rapid growth of 

creased and the te r r i tory expanded 
from year to year until the State 
F a r m Mutual is represented by prac
tically 4,500 agents in 20 states, ex
tending from the Gulf of Mexico to 
the Canadian border and from the 
rea t Lakes to the Pacific coast. 

Expansion of Terr i tory . 

The expansion of te r r i tory was be
gun in 1924 when the Indiana F a r m 
Bureau Federat ion petit ioned the 
State F a r m Mutual to appoint tha t 
organization as State Agent for In
diana. This was followed by similar 
petitions from other State F a r m 
Bureaus until the State F a r m Mutual 
Automobile Insurance service has be
come a major F a r m Bureau project 
in a score of s tates. 

"Back of every inst i tut ion or or
ganization of consequence there is an 
idea supported by an individual with 
organizing and adminis t rat ive ability. 
The individual in the case of the State 
F a r m Mutual is the founder and pre-

Scope Is Nation-wide 

The states shown in black comprise the territory in which the State 
Farm Mutual is operating, while in addition, Louisiana, Arizona and 
Wyoming are shortly to be included. 

the company'?, business is seen in the 
secre ta ry ' s r epor t which follows: 

"The Sta te F a r m Mufctt̂ tt a u t o m o 
bile Insurance company was organ
ized March 22, W22, but did not begin 
issuing policies, until June 7, 1!>22, 
since it was necessary tha t five hun
dred applicat ions for insurance be se
cured before policies could be issued 
and the company licensed. 

On J a n u a r y 1st, 1924, there were 
five employees, on the same date in 
1925; 9; 1926, 21; 1927, 34; 1928, 69 
and on Feb rua ry 14, 1929,/$9bmploy-
ees const i tu te the office force of the 
State F a r m Mutual Automobile In
surance company. 

Financia l Statement . 
Following the development along 

financial l ines we find the following 
to be the assets , r e se rve and surp lus 
for each year up to the p resen t t ime: 

1922: Assets, $27,444.87; reserve, 
$19,686.75; surplus , $7,759.12. 

1923: Assets , $64,353.63; reserve, 
$44,774.16; surp lus , $10,579.47. 

1924: Assets , S136.S83.54; reserve, 
$100,051.26; surp lus , $36,832.28. 

1925: Assets , $298,123.22; reserve, 
$li>.\038.24; surp lus , $104,084.98. 

192V5: Assets , $570,212.31; reserve, 
$429>54.30; surp lus , $140,258.10. 

1927: Assets , $1,154,378.40; reserve, 
$931,^26.71; surp lus , .S223,153.23. 

1928: Assets , $2,136,683.06; reserve, 
$1,881295.63; surp lus , $255,387.43. 

"Correspondingly there has been an 
inc rease year by year in the amount 
of bus iness secured and in force. The 
total mumber of new applicat ions 
writteiu have been increased by 100 
per cenit each year since the o rgan
ization \of the company. In 1928, 93,-
238 ne\V appl icat ions were added to 
the list iof policy holders . 

"The \ agency force h a s been In-

sent President , Geo. J. Mecherle. To 
President Mecherle is due the credit 
for the new and unique idea and plan 
upon which the State F a r m Mutual 
has been builded. Likewise, it is to 
his indomitable courage, perserver -
ance, consecrat ion to a purpose and 
ability to work with men that the 
successful application of the idea and 
plan was made and the gratifying r e 
sult at tained. 

Those who represented Michigan 
at the convention at Bloomington 
were, ('. L. IJiody, M. L. Moon, E. E, 
Ungren, A. Bentall, Miss A. M. Berg, 
Miss M. Kieselbach, Mrs. L. Smith, all 
of Lansing. .Miss (!. Pa t t e r son , of 
Chicago; It. G. Gibbens, Kalamazoo; 
A. N. Brown, Jonesvil le; C. H. Fow
ler, Lansing; II. R. Andre , Jen ison; 
Rolan Sleight, La ingsburg ; Jesse 
Blow, Lapeer ; I. B. McMurtry, Mid
land; J e r r y Andrus, H a s t i n g s ; B. D. 
Bishop, Beuton Harbor ; E. O. Gold
smith, Vicksburg; W. C. Hood, Paw 
P a w ; H. Paquin, South Haven ; Chaa. 
Scott, Has t ings ; J. F. Carnes , Ceres-
co; Roy Howard, Hi l l sda le ; J. M. 
Barnhar t , I thaca; L. B. Fishbeck, E. 
Lans ing; J. T. Gage, Manches te r ; B. 
F. Harsh , J a spe r ; H. W. Hayes , Chel
sea; Chas. McCalla, Ann Arbor ; C. C. 
Olsen, Fowlervi l le ; W. Rorabacher , 
Ann Arbor ; L. Selesky, Grand Blanc ; 
A. L. Landon, Albion; G. W. Ray, Al
bion; G. H. Smith, Birch R u n ; F. 
Walworth, Corunna ; D. E. Harvey, 
Jones ; Ben Van Lente , Hol land; G. 
Bateman, Grand Ledge; R. Buehler , 
Ovid; Mrs. L. Hazlewood, Mt. P leas
ant ; W. H. Hazlewood, Mt. P l ea san t ; 
A. Haradine, Alpine; Clarence Ul-
berg, Hudsonvil le; Leo Cummings, 
Clio; T. B. Gilkes, Howel l ; C. A. Ar
nold, P e r r y ; Fred Jackson, Sunfield; 
Jesse Pa t te rson and wife, Vermont-
vil le; W. Keller, Azalia. 

Legislation 
The House of Representat ives has 

voted down the Senate measure 
which would allow the state admin
istrat ive board to spend $20,000,000 to 
be provided by a bond issue tha t was 
to have been put to t h e electors in 
April. The House vote lacked 20 
suppor ters of the ( Senate measure , 
which was given the backing of the 
Governor and his adminis t ra t ion th i s 
week, to get i ts approval . 

Thus, temporar i ly , t h e question of 
meeting w h a t the Governor t e rms a n 
emergency in the building needs of 
cer ta in s ta te ins t i tu t ions h a s been 
killed. The House h a s undone wha t 
the Senate began l a s t "week and the 
Governor is still feeling a round for 
some m e a n s of get t ing the mil l ions 
he c la ims a re needed. 

In a message to the House this 
week, suppor t ing the Senate measure 
to submit a bond issue, the Governor 
indicated tha t a special sess ion might 
well be called to determine a means 
of meet ing the buifding expense with 
the voters approving the bond issue 
proposal next month but this sug
gestion meets with no g r e a t amount 
of e n t h u s i a s m on the p a r t of the 
Legis la tors , as indicated in the i r re 
ception of the message which they 
accepted with a vote of only 47 in 
favor of the bond i proposal and 46 
aga in s t , it. Sixty-seven votes were 
required to adopt it. 

The c r ime code .with amendments 
tak ing the l iquor law violations, and 
other felonies termed less heinous, 
ou t of t he life impr isonment provi
sion, h a s been adopted to meet the 
demands of the Governor, t he a t tor 
ney genera l and the prosecut ing a t 
torneys of the s tate but the issue of 
fixing the penal t ies for l iquor law 
violat ions remains ,a ma t t e r of deep 
seated cont roversy in both Houses . 

Would License Groups . 

R e f i n e m e n t of the yet undef ined 
code of business ethics, which at 
p resen t govern cer ta in ag r i cu l tu ra l 
ac t iv i t ies is the object of a meas
u r e which has passed in t h e house . 
It h a d been in t roduced by Rep. J a m e s 
N. McBride, of Shiawassee county. 

Unde r t h e act, if it is passed by 
t h e l eg i s l a tu re , the commiss ioner of 
a g r i c u l t u r e would be given a u t h o r 
ity to r e v o k e t h e license of individ
uals , who, af ter a hea r ing would be 
a d j u d g e d to have violated any of the 
bus iness pract ices in such m a n n e r as 
to be unfavorab le to fair and econ
omic t r a d e condi t ions. 

Two measures which are designed 
for t he relief of unsat i s fac tory fin
ancial condi t ions in the r u r a l schools 
of t he s t a t e came into t h e sena te . 

All 
Wool— 
SI ITS—C( >ATS—iV, ,\ X KETS 

Our g a r m e n t s a re t a i lo red to 
your exact m e a s u r e by exper t 
c lo thesmaker s and a r e m a d e 
from the best wool ma te r i a l s 
ob ta inab le . L e t u s m e a s u r e 
you for a sui t . 

W R I T E FOR SAMPLES 

Michigan StateFarm 
Bureau 

Clothing Dept . 

Lans ing , Michigan 

BEST FOR WINTER 

W INTER has no t e r r o r s for 
Non-Caking sa l t users . 

T H E G E M INF N - 0 
(non-cak ing s a l t ) 

Is s t r ic t ly non-cak ing and prac-
tically non-freezing. 

Non-Caking sal t is packed in 
ba r re l s , 140, 100, 70, 50, and 
25 pound non-swea t ing sacks . 

GET T H E GENUINE 

Tests 
A Business 

Producers Co-operat ive Live 
Stock Organiza t ions Have 
Stood t h e Test of T ime. 

W h y no t buy your own feed
ers and sell your own fat s tock 
t h r o u g h your fa rmer -owned and 
fa rmer-cont ro l led p roducer buy
ing and sel l ing agencies es tab
l ished on th i r t een of t he live
s tock m a r k e t s of t h i s count ry 
who combine the i r influence and 

iige and funct ion as a u n i t 
on all m a t t e r s of legis la t ion, 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d publici ty 
t h r o u g h one big na t iona l o rgani 
za t ion known as T h e Na t iona l 
Live Stock P r o d u c e r s Associa
t ion. 

The to ta l m e m b e r s h i p of t he 
Na t iona l P r o d u c e r s Associat ion 
is nea r ly 4 00 ,000 , a n d t h e i r 
t o t a l bus iness ope ra t i ons du r ing 
1928 a m o u n t e d to 85,000 cars , 
hav ing a to ta l va lue of $144,-
000 ,000 . 

S H I P TO 

Michigan Livestock Exchange 
Detroi t , Mich, 

o r 

Producers Co-Op Com. Ass'n. 
E a s t Buffalo, X. Y. 

Look (Z State mutual Rodded Fire J 
(5 Insurance Co., of TUich. *| 
^ N HOME OFFICE-FLINT. MICH /"""^ Listen 

Larger and better than ever. Safe as a bank; |75,«00,00<) at risk. 
$200,0iiii in banks, secured by bonds. ?'- • ; $20,000 real . 

We endeavor to furnish the best Farm fire Tnsuranee Policy written. 
A postal card mailed us will bring- you information about our blanket 
policy or we will have an agent rail with no obligation on your part. 

W. T. Lewis, Secretary, 710 F. P. Smith Bldg., Flint. Mich. 

Genuine DUNHAM 
TILLAGE TOOLS 
at Bed-Rock Prices Thru Your 
Michigan Farm Bureau Supply Service 

$34.00 
to $s».o:> The Famous DUNHAM Culti-Packer 

VA. ft. 
to 11 ft. 

Crushes clods, levels 
g round and mulches 
sur face . Cu l t i va t e s— 
ki l ls weeds a n d gent ly 
firms t h e soil to r e t a i n 
mo i t su re . Unequa l led 
for r e se t t i ng win te r -
heaved wheat . Perfec t 
for covering clover 
and alfalfa seed. 

Hand le s all ear ly cul t iva t ion. T h o u s a n d s in use in th is s t a t e . 

DUNHAM Tilage Tools include the CULTI -PACKER. CULTI-HOE, 
Disc Ha r rows , Spr ing Tooth H a r r o w s , Spike Too th H a r r o w s and 
Pulver izers . All r egu la r sizes a n d combinat ions a r e included ami 
all at lowest prices ever offered! 

DUNHAM Culti-Hoe 
W i t h o u t doubt , t h e 
most advanced type 
of r o t a ry hoe on t h e 
m a r k e t . I t is s t r o n g 
e r in every p a r t , 
cu l t iva tes m o r e 
t ho rough ly t h a n 
any o t h e r — a n d can 
be safely we igh ted 
for deeper p e n e t r a 
t ion. Ex tens ion a t 
t a c h m e n t s a r e ava i l 
ab le and can be 

u n h o o k e d 
$34.00 

«. « f t Q Q C 1 u i c k l y « n h o o k « 
t O «fl>OiJ.5/0 to pass t h r o u g h n a r 

row farm ga tes . 

I 

T h e DUNHAM COMPANY has long been an a r d e n t suppor t e r of t h e 
F a r m B u r e a u , b u t only recent ly have we been able to quo te s u c h 
rock-bot tom pr ices on the i r en t i r e l ine. 

Your County F a r m Bureau Service Manager 
can show you these tools of h ighes t qua l i ty . * 

W r i t e today for c i rcular and price list. " ^ 

Michigan Farm Bureau Supply Service 
Lansing, Michigan 

Lubricating Oils 

A New k A 

«l 'R GUARANTEE 
Grade for grade. M. F. B. 

Oils will render service 
equal to the finest and 
highest priced oils on the 
market. If in YOUR opin
ion and experience you 
should be dissatisfied with 
M. F. B. Oils, any unused 
portion may be returned at 
our expense and your money 
will be refunded. 

Farm Bureau Service 

Our source of supply is a company almost fifty years 
in the lubricating oil business. 

This company is supplying lubricating oils to the 
Iowa, Ohio, South Dakota, Tennessee and Wisconsin 
Farm Bureaus, and is giving excellent satisfaction. 

Michigan Farm Bureau Lubricating oils are 100 per 
cent paraffine, Sharpies dewaxed. We guarantee their 
high quality. ^ 

M. F. B. Oils can be had in 15, 30 and 55 gallon 
drums, which are extra and are returnable for credit. 
As an introduction, we offer oil in five gallon cans, 
though we must add 70 cents for the container. Your 
greatest savings is in buying 1 5 gallons or more. 

Ask your co-operative association or local distributor 
of Farm Bureau products about Michigan Farm Bureau 
Lubricating Oils. 

GUARANTEED SPECIFICATIONS 

Of Michigan Farm Bureau Motor Oil, 100 Percent Paraffine 

Stock No. 
103 L igh t Medium 
105 Medium 
i n ? Heavy 
109 E x t r a Heavy 

Grav i ty 
25.5 
25 
25 
24.5 

211 Heavy T r a c t o r 2 2.r> 
213 E x t r a Heavy Trac tor 22.5 
215 Special Heavy Trac to r 22 

Color 
4 
5 
6 
6 

Green 
Green 
Green 

Vise. 

Plash Fire @ 100 
425 480 400 
435 490 550 
445 500 775 
450 510 1000 

Vise. 

@ 210 
58 
64 
73 
87 

1, 100 Percent Paraffine 
460 525 
470 535 

490 560 

100 
115 
130 

Cold 
Test 
20 
20 
20 
20 

50 
50 
55 

MICHIGAN FARM BUREAU SUPPLY SERVICE 
Lansing, Michigan 

J 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 

FOFR M I C H I G A N F A R M B U R E A U N E W S 
Joso 

Mail Your 
Coupon Book! 

Every Farm Bureau member should mail his filled-
in and completed Patronage Dividend Coupon Book 
coupons to the Treasurer of the Michigan State Farm 
Bureau, 221 North Cedar street, Lansing, Michgian, 
immediately after March 1, 1929, for auditing and valu
ation. 

Proceed as usual with the coupons remaining in your 
book. If you need another book, write us. 

Michigan State Farm Bureau 
Lansing, Michigan 

$5= 
FARM BUREAU SEEKING 

LEGISLATIVE AID FOR 
TOWNSHIP ROAD WORK 

(Continued from page one) 
visions than toward any other of the 
township road measures offered this 
winter, but the fact that several 
other township road bills have been 
brought forth means that the support
ers of the Farm Bureau bill will have 
to work that much harder to secure 
favorable action on it in preference 
to the ones already introduced. 

Sponsors of other township road 
Mils have expressed a willingness to 
get behind this bill in preference to 
others if the Farm Bureau can show 
that enough Interest in the measure 
actually exists among the farm folk. 
With the bill drafted and presented 
to the lawmakers, it rests entirely 
upon the rural taxpayers to use their 
individual effort as well as their or
ganized influence to see that this 
measure is not "ridden down" or lost 
in committee. 

District Meetings Set 
The district meetings scheduled for 

rallying support;, for the measure are 
as follows, the dates and places being 
tentative: Berrien, Cass, Calhoun, 
Branch, St. Joseph, Kalamazoo and 
Van.Buren counties at Kalamazoo, 
March 20; Hillsdale, Lenawee, Mon-
rqe, Wayne, Washtenaw, Jackson, 
Oakland, Macomb, at Ann Arbor, 
March 25; Genesee, Lapeer, St. Clair, 
Sanilac, Tuscola, Saginaw, Huron 
counties at Cass City, March 22; Ea
ton, Ingham, Shiawassee, Clinton, 
Ionia, Gratiot counties at Lansing, 
March 23; Barry, Ottawa, Kent 
counties at Grand Rapids, March 21; 
Montcalm, Mecosta, Newaygo, Muske
gon, Mason, Manistee, Oceana, Osceo
la, Lake, Grand Traverse counties at 
Big Rapids, March 26. Meetings are 
to be all-day affairs, beginning at 10 
o'clock and open to any one interest
ed. 

The Farm Bureau township roads 
bill as submitted for legislative 
considerations follows: 

Section 1. A sum of money equal 
to one-third of the amount deposited 
in the Btate treasury to the credit of 
the state highway fund under the 
provisions of act number one hundred 
and fifty of the public acts of nine
teen hundred twenty seven is hereby 
appropriated from the state highway 
fund for the six months beginning 
July 1, 1930, and ending December 
31, 1930, and for each calendar year 
thereafter, to the counties, for use 
in the maintenance and improvement 
of township roads, subject to the fur
ther provisions of this act. 

Section 2. On or before January 1, 
1931, and annually thereafter, the 
county road commission of each coun
ty shall report to the state highway 
commissioner, for each township in 
their county, the total mileage of 
open roads, exclusive of state and 
United States trunkline highways, 
and exclusive of streets in incorporat
ed cities and villages, said reports to 
be made upon forms and subject to 
regulations provided by the state 
highway commissioner; provided, 
that if for any reason, any county 
road commission should fail to make 
a return of mileage of open roads 
for any township or townships, or if 
such returns are found by the state 
highway commissioners to be incor
rect, the shall have power to make 

"̂ any and all corrections and additions 
to the reports by this section requir
ed as, he shall deem necessary in or
der to cause said reports to show 
the true milage of open roads in each 
township. 

Apportionment of Funds 
Section 3. It shall be the duty of 

the state highway commissioner to 
determine for each county, by town
ships, Us share of the fund appropria
ted to the counties for use on town
ship- roads under the provisions of 
Section one of this act, by alloting 
Said fund among all townships, one-
third in proportion to the total land 
area of each township, and two-thirds 
in proportion! to the mileage of open 
roads in each township as determin
ed under the provisions of section 
two of this act.; the state highway 
commissioner shall certify to the 
Auditor General on or before Febru
ary 15, 1931, and on or before Au
gust 15, 1931, and on or before the 
same dates in each year thereafter, 
the sum of money allocated to each 
county under the supervision of this 
section, and he shall certify to the 
county treasurer of each county the 
sum allocated to that county, itemiz
ed by townships; immediately upon 
receiving the certification of the 
state highway commissioner, as pro
vided by this section, the Auditor 
General shall draw his warrant on 
the State Treasurer for such amounts 
as are due each county under the 
provisions of this section. 

Section 4. All sums of money re
ceived by the several counties under 

act shall be subject to the control of 
the county road commission of each 
county, to be used for the building, 
improvement, and maintenance of 
township roads, with especial consid
eration for post roads; provided, that 
all sums of money received by the 
counties under the provisions of sec
tion three of this act must be spent 
in the township to which they are 
allocated by the state highway com
missioner, and must be used for pur
poses and according to plans mutual
ly agreed upon by the county road 
commissions and the township board 
of the township in which the money 
is to be spent. 

Section 5. If the Congress of the 
United States enacts a law providing 
funds to be used for the improvement 
of rural post roads while this act is 
in force, it shall be the duty of the 
state highway commissioner, as soon 
thereafter as possible, to issue such 
regulations concerning the use or 
management of the funds received by 
the counties under the provision^ 
of section three of this act as are 
necessary to secure for each township 
the maximum benefit from such Fed
eral law which it is possible to obtain 
within the limits of the sum of mon
ey to be spent in each township un
der the provisions of section four of 
this act, and it shall be the duty of 
all county and township officers to 
comply with said regulations in so 
far as is consistent, with the laws of 
this state and the laws of the United 
States. 

Section 6. A sum of money equal 
to fifty per cent of the total weight 
tax collected under the provisions 
of act number three hundred two of 
the public acts of nineteen hundred 
fifteen, as amended, is hereby appro
priated from the state highway fund 
for the calendar year ending Decem
ber thirty-one, nineteen hundred 
twenty nine, and for each calendar 
year thereafter, and shall belong to 
the several counties of the state to be 
applied to the building, improvement 
and maintenance of highways by the 
county road commissions; seven-
eighths of said sum appropriated by 
this section shall be paid to the sever
al county treasurers in proportion to 
the amount of said weight tax re
ceived from the owners of registered 
vehicles within the several counties 
under the provisions of said act num
ber three hundred two of the public 
acts of nineteen hundred fifteen, as 
amended; the remaining one-eighth 
of said sum shall be paid to the sev
eral county treasurers as follows: 
one-eighty-third to the county treas
urer of each county. The Secretary 
of State shall certify to the Auditor 
General at the end of each quarter, 
after this act comes into effect, or 
as soon thereafter as possible, the 
amounts received from the several 
counties for motor vehicle taxes un
der the provisions of said act number 
three hundred two of the public acts 
of nineteen hundred fifteen as 
amended, for the preceding quarter; 
the Auditor General shall thereupon 
draw his warrant on the state treas
urer for such amounts as are due the 
said counties under the provisions of 
this section. 

Section 7. The sums of money here
in appropriated to the counties for 
use on local roads shall be in lieu of 
the sums heretofore appropriated 
from the state highway fund under 
the provisions of sub-section (c) of 
section nineteen of act number one 
hundred fifty of the public acts of 
nineteen hundred twenty seven, and 
in lieu of the specific sum of six mil
lion dollars which heretofore has 
been returned to the county treas
urers of the several counties under 
the provisions of section thirty-four 
of act number three hundred two of 
the public acts of nineteen hundred 
fifteen, as amended. 

Sec. 8. All acts or parts of acts 
inconsistent with this act are here
by repealed. 

TAX COUNSELOR SAYS 
SOME TECHNICALITIES 
ARE DESERVING STUDY 

(Continued from page one) 
vate sales which actually took place 
in your neighborhood which would 
not be a safe guide in estimating the 
value of property. Sales between 
relatives are frequently far below the 
market price, and may be above it. 
Sales which really involve the trading 
of real estate, with or without a cash 
difference paid by one party are fre
quently engineered on the basis of 
inflated values. Both properties may 
be "marked up" far above their cash 
value in such deals. Then there is 
the class of sale sometimes referred 
to as a "sucker sale" when a purchas
er from a distance pays a price for 
land which is based upon his knowl
edge of land values in another part 
of the state or nation. Many of these 
sales are for prices which no one 
familiar with the neighborhood would 
have paid, and they are not indicative 
of the usual price at the place where 
the property is located. 

The law also required the assessor 
to consider certain additional indica
tions of value, over and beyond the 
usual selling price. Regardless of 
whether there has been a sale he is 
required to consider location, soil, 
timber, etc. And the courts have 
gone still further. In 1917 the Su
preme Court of the State reviewed 
the statutory definition of "cash value 
and reached the following con
clusion: 

"The legislative statement of the 
meaning of cash value, which is real
ly a statement of tests to be applied 
in determining cash value, is not ex
clusive or inclusive. The tax law 
must be read as a whole. The gen
eral purpose of the law is to subject 
property to a proportionate payment 
of public levies. The first step in 
giving this purpose affect is listing 
and valuing of property. The duty 
of the assessor is to value property 
at its cash value, following and 
guided by the statute tests, and it is 
also his duty to list and to value 
property if none of the statute tests 
are helpful. It is usually persuasive 
of the value of a particular piece of 
property when its owner after ne
gotiations sells it at private sale at 
a particular price." (Cleveland Cliffs 
Co., vs. Republic Twp. 196 Mich. 
202.) 

From this language it seems that 
the supervisor is free to depend upon 
his personal judgment as to whether 
all the statutory tests are to be ap
plied, or whether he should invoke 
other tests of value. In fact it would 
seem that the principal test of 
whether an assessment is legal or 
illegal, is whether the supervisor 
used his own best judgment. This 
leads us to the conclusion that if the 
supervisor's judgment is bad, his as
sessment is nevertheless legal and 
binding upon the taxpayer so long as 
it was arrived at in good faith and af
ter giving due consideration to the 
tests of value established by law. 

Courts Have Final Say 
It should not be presumed, how

ever, that this very liberal interpre
tation of the supervisor's duty in re
gard to assessments amounts to a 
grant of arbitrary power. As was 
said by the State Supreme Court, in 
Merrill vs. Humphrey, 24 Mich. 170; 
"His judgment may indeed be final if 
he shall exercise it. but an arbitrary 
and capricious exertion of official 
authority, being without law, and 
done to defeat the purpose of the 
law, must, like all other wrongs, be 
subject to the law's correction." 

In his next article the Tax Coun
selor will describe examples of acts 
which are beyond the authority of the 
supervisor when acting as assessor, 
because they are inconsistent with 
the claim that he has exercised his 
best judgment. It should also be 
borne in mind that while the courts 
will not consider cases which amount 
merely to a difference of opinion be
tween the taxpayer and the super
visor as to the actual cash value of 
a given piece of property, the law 
has created township boards of re
view and a State Tax Commission, 
with powers to overrule the super
visor and to correct erroneous as
sessments, regardless of whether 
they were honestly or dishonestly 
made. The right of taxpayers to ap
peal to these bodies will be discussed 
jn this column in the near future. 

Market Opinion 
By Michigan Elevator f i i r t m t f 

hanging, Michigan, under dat<S of 
March 1, 1990. 

WHEAT—It will take consider
able damage reports to growing 
wheat to stimulate the market. 
Stocks on hand of old wheat both in 
United States and Canada are the 
largest ever known at this time of 
the year. Last year the big advance 
came in the month of April. 

CORN—Corn should sell higher. 
Stocks are rapidly disappearing. 
Thirteen million bushels of corn 
from the United States was exported 
during January. 

OATS—Oats will be a very dull, un
interesting market. Prices may 
work a little higher, but probably 
not much. 

RYE—Rye prices should hold 
firm. This crop is well cleaned up 
in the country. 

BEANS—We think the bean mar
ket has seen top for quite some time 
to come. Farmers who can sell to
day at $9.50 should take this oppor
tunity to cash in their holdings. 
Present prices are the best in ten 
years and many things could happen. 

Chicory Car Rate 
Is Found Too High 

Chicory growers of the Port Hur
on section of Michigan won a vic
tory when the interstate commerce 
commission, on complaint of L. u. 
Muller & Co., of Port Huron, backed 
by the St. Clair County Farm Bu
reau, found the carload rate on chic
ory from Port Huron to New York un
reasonable to the extent that it ex
ceeds 29 cents per 100 pounds. The 
existing rate is 44 cents. The St. 
Clair farm bureau testified that the 
farmers of the chicory growing sec
tion of Michigan have financial diffi
culties which they are trying to 
remedy by developing the market for 
chicory. 

Fire Lines Help Much 
The greatest value placed on fire 

Hnes is in making the country read
ily and rapidly accessible and by 
furnishing a place where it is possi
ble to organize an attack on a fire. 

During the past two years 160 
miles of fire lines were constructed 
£ nine state forests. The entire 
mileage built consisted of the stan
dard line brushed out 16 feet wide, 
grubbed 14 feet and plowed 10 or 

Kent Boys and Girls 
To Plant Seedling. 

One hundred thousand P j n 
gpruce seedlings will be distribu^ 
to 100 Kent county boys and l]^ 
this spring 
away. 

and el., 
These will be R , 7 

or girls in te res ted 
planting a forest should get in 
with County Agent K. K. 
details. 

11 feet. 

Vinin 
touc 

8 for 

'Oh, I beg your pardon." 

G a r l o c K - W i l l i a m s C o . 
2 6 1 4 O r l e a n s St . 

D e t r o i t 
Tour Bhipments of poultry, eg*» 
and veal are solicited. Tags and 
market information sent on request. 

(7-

FREIGHT RATES 
On Farm Commodities 

Sometimes have overcharge errors. Do you have your bills audited? 
T H E TRAFFIC SERVICE DEPARTMENT 

Of the Michigan State Farm Bureau will check up the charges on 
your freight bills; file overcharge claims; file loss -and damage 
claims; watch all freight rates on your farm products and supplies 
and be your personal representative to the railroads. Claims col
lected free for paid-up Farm Bureau members. 

No Charge For Auditing 

Farm Bureau Traffic Department 
221-227 N. Cedar St. Lansing, Mich. 

"More Milk wi th More Cow 
Left at the End of the Year" 

Milkmaker. a Public Formula Ration 
Builds for the Future 

THE important part that Milkmaker play, 
in Michigan dairying is probably best set 

forth in the claims made by hundreds of Mich, 
igan's leading dairymen who have used MihJ 
maker continuously for one or more years. 

These dairymen tell us that they have secured 
, the following results by the use of Milkmaker 
viz: * , , ' 

1. Cows have kept up in better flesh and 
better physical condition. 

2. Cows have maintained a larger and more 
even flow of milk. 

3. Calves better developed and stronger at 
birth. 

4. Freedom from trouble with cows at 
/..!„;«<»time- no retained afterbirth and no udder trouble. 

TheWrongest advocates of course arc those dairymen who have used Milkmaker co„. 
tinuously since it came on the market .n 1922. 

Buying a Better Herd 
These men have realized that in buying and using Milkmaker they are assuring themselves 

protein and d i ^ b j e ^ t n e n t s ^ ~ ~ ~ - fc-jj^^ i s . . M o r e m U k w l t h m o r e ^ 
A c o m m o n phrase 

;ft at the end of the 
Ask for booklet on W? *«•*.?/Ah

n
e JJJji ' to Feed for Economical Milk Production.". 

Ask Your Co-Op Ass'n or 
Farm Bureau Agent for Milkmaker 

,i 
Michigan Farm Bureau Supply Servfa 

Lansing, Michigan 

Gleanings 
With a good attendance Wright put 

over the second round of local For
ums in Shiawassee and now they 
plan a round-up of all six locals in 
the county on March 27. Looks like 
it's working in Shiawassee. 

St. Joseph County's quarterly at 
Sturgis was attended by 80. Kidman 
talked on machinery. St. Joe and 
Kalamazoo are planning a joint meet
ing in June. Not a bad idea for a 
summer quarterly Forum, according 
to A. M. E. (A. M. E. are the initials 
of the district leader and have no 
reference to denominations.) 

Woodman's business is putting over 
a new fertilizer deal being tried in 
four counties. At Allegan last week 
the Board appointed a committee to 

'{he provisions of section three of this have charge of Rally Day, April 3. 

Don't take life too seriously; 
iyou'11 never get out of it alive any
way. 

Classified Ads 
Classified Advertisements wi l l be 

charged at the rate of 5 cents a 
word . Where the ads are to appear 
twice, the rate w i l l be 4'/? cents a 
word and for ads running three 
t imes or more, 4 cents a word, each 
Insertion. 

WANTED—TO R E N T ON SHARES, 
80 to 160 acre farm, furnished, by ex 
perienced farmer and stockman. Brought 
up as farmer in N e w a y g o county, oper
ated 320 acre farm near Sunfleld, Mich., 
also Grand Kiver Farm near Dimondale, 
Mi< h., s ince sold. Can give references 
from former employers. Married, boys 
14 and 16. Ready to go at once. F. R. 
Dancer, 2020 Williams street, Lansing, 
Michigan. It.-2-28 

MICHIGAN ACCREDITED CHICKS 
and hatching eggs shipped C. O. D. 
when you want them. Modern Whi te 
Leghorn Trapnesting and Breeding 
Plant under Michigan Record of Per
formance. Also commercial chicks for 
Farm Flocks, at very reasonable prices. 
Have White Leghorns, Brown Leghorns, 
Anconas, Barred Rocks, Single Comb 
Reds. Prices 9c and up. Large Catalog 
Free. Write todav. Townline Poultrv 
Farm, R- l , Zeeland, Mich. 62-2-28tf 

C lUCKS: 8c A N D I P ; PUREBRED, 
strong, vigorous, shipped postpaid 100% 
live delivery guaranteed. English and 
Hollywood White Leghorns, Brown Leg
horns, Anconas, Barred Rocks and 
Rhode Island Reds. Get our low prices 
before you buy, if you want to save 
money BLACK RIVER POULTRV 
FARM, Box F, Zeeland, Mich. 

47-2-28-tf. 

Farm Bureau Alfalfa-
First Cutting, Fourth Yeat 

3 5 T O N S 
From 14 Acres 

^FARS^P 
| BUREAU I 

BRAND / 

T ^ A R M B U R E A U alfalfa seeds 
**• have had a b ig pa r t in increas
ing M i c h i g a n ' s alfalfa ac reage 
f rom 74,000 acres in 1920 to 
518,000 ac re s in 1928. 

F a r m B u r e a u alfalfa seeds 
have an e n o r m o u s sale because 
t h e y have g iven sp l end id r e su l t s 
for t h e pas t e igh t yea r s . 

T h e y a r e ca re fu l ly se lected, 
t e s t ed , domes t i c seed, ful ly 
a d a p t e d to M i c h i g a n ' s c l ima te . 

T h e i r p u r i t y , h i g h ge rmina 
t ion , v i t a l i t y a n d t h e va r i e ty are 
ful ly g u a r a n t e e d to be as r ep re 
sen ted . 

M i c h i g a n F a r m B u r e a u B r a n d 
seeds a r e packed in t r a d e -
m a r k e d , sea led bushe l sacks for 
y o u r conven ience and p ro t ec t ion . 

Mr. Fred Curtis admiring his 14 acre field of Farm Bureau alfalfa on his 
farm near Lake Odessa, Ionia county. Photograph 

made July 5, 1928. 

The Curtis alfalfa field, in its fourth year,, is a good 
example of the hardiness and productivity of Farm Bureau 
Brand, Michigan adapted alfalfa seeds. 

The luxuriant stand we see was characteristic of the 
14 acres. Mr. Curtis estimated the first cutting at 35 tons; 
the second about 17 tons. The field provided fall pasture. 

Farm Bureau Brand alfalfa grows and stays because 
our Hardigan, Grimm and Utah alfalfas are Michigan 
adapted, domestic seeds of high purity and germination. 
They are guaranteed as such. 

Wise Men are Buying Their Farm Bureau 
Alfalfa Now 

There is a shortage of Michigan adapted, alfalfa seed. 
Utah, a principal source of supply, harvested kuOO 000 lbs. 
of clean seed in 1928 as against a three yejkr average of 
16,000,000 lbs. Seed crops were short elsewhere. 

Seed prices are advancing. Alfalfa acreages have been 
increasing each year. Farm Bureau Brand/alfalfa seeds— 
nrst and only choice of thousands of Mi'onigan f a r m e r s -
are in very strong demand. 

W e advise getting your Farm Bureau alfalfa seed from 
your local co-operative association or Farm Bureau 
representative AT ONCE. If you have no local distributor 
of frarm Bureau seeds, write us. 

_ 

Michigan Farm Bureau Seed Service 
LANSING, MICHIGAN 

2X7 N. Cedar Street 


