what do the
Panthers
stand for

The primary Panther goal Is “institutions which serve the needs of the people™
To this sim they have established basic programs nationwide which address tham.
selves to this problem.

1. Education=The B.PP. has formed classes which teach black youth what ‘they do
not learn in school about the history of their country and its institutions, They
have remedial prograems which try to make up for the inferior, racist schools in
the blsck community. Point No. 5 of the B.P.P. platform.

2. Health—Free clinics have been started by the Party to supplement the poor
haalth facilities of the black communities. These clinics also attempl 1o combat
such problems ss rats and lead poisoning.

3. Free Breokfasts—The Black Panther Party developed its nationwide breakfast
pragram for children so that they don’t have to g0 1o school too hungry Lo learn,
As Eldridge Cleaver stated: “Breakfsst for children pulls people out of the
system and organizes them into an aiternative, Black children ho go to school
hungry asch moming have been organized into their poverty, and the Pamther
program liberates them, frees them from thal @pect of their poverty. This s,
libaration in practice ™

4. Full employment for every man-Point No. 2 of the B.P.P. platform states that
“the federal government s responsible and obligated to give every men employ-
mant or a8 guarantesd income "

5.Decent housing for all people—Poant Mo, 4 of the Party platform: We wani decent
houssng, fit for shelter of human beings.

B. Armed Salf deferite-Point Mo. 7 of the plathorm declares: "We bellsse we can
end police brutality in our bleck eemmunity by organizing black self-defers
groupe that sre dedicated to defending our bleck community from racist palice
opprestlon and brutality.'”

. Organizing within the commumity=In 1967 the Black Panther Party ran candi-
dates for state and natsonal offices on the principle that in order to serve the
peopde you must know them. This is the basic organizing teneét of the Party
which has,_ after thres years, chapters incities from coast 10 coast.

. Rapport with other arganizations fighting the same bartie—=The B.P.P. has estab-
lshed ties with the Mexican-Americans, Chiness-American, Puerto Rican, white
working clasg and white student movements wherever possible all over the
tountry. They have declared their understanding of the need for a wnited front
Bgainst the real enssmy—a racist, oppressive svstem. “As a firg! 1ep we want &
truce signed between black, white and brown working people, in the community
and on the job, as we recognize that fighting among ourselves only serves the
rich,” [Black Parther Party newspaper)

The Black Panther Party regards itself as a socialist organization and believes that
the means of production should be in the hands of the people. They declare that
man can onby lwve creatively when free from the oppression of capitalism.




THE CENIRT: Yesterday the Conrr told counsel -
MR BLOOM:  If f may, your Honor —
THE COURT:  You may mot

Yesterddy the Court told éounsel that it has a formula for firmly maintaining the
dignity of this court withour in anyway sacrificing the rights of the accused

i stated thar [ did not intend to use the formula for & week or two. This was in aFder
i accompiish the end short of using the formula. ;

It §5 obwious that other measures will moi prevall The continwed miseonduct of the
defendants persuaded me o use the formula withowl any further delay.

Frequenily a formuls is as effective as il is imple, If this formula proves o be
effective as the Cowrt believes i will - be, B will in brpe measure becawse of s ulter
simplicity.

The Court declares these kearings to be recessed indefinitely. Thar, in essence, Is the
formiila,
The irial of the charges before this Court was delayed for some ten months only
because the defendants refused fo proceed to trial

Reluctantly and only af ihe coercion of the Court, the defendants profecsad ro agree
ro proceed io trial on Februgry 2. 1970,

The proceedings commenced at the request of counsel with the pre-trial hearings
fhat aré pow being conducied

The hearings are proceeding at @ snall's pace and are being repeatecdly Interrupteod by
the contempious conduct of the defendanis. ]

Although counsel claims to urge thelr clients o phandon such conduet, the
diefendanis continue io defy the Court.

The defendanis are unwilling to proceed with the irind of the issies before the Court
under the Amertcan system of criminal justice and under the laws of the State of New York,

The Court and the district attorney continue fo be ready to grant the defendants a
fair trigl to which they are entitied, but which they eontinug v rejecl.

Under all the circumsiarices, the Court has no alternative but to declare an indefinite

recess in the hearings
At any time counsel—counsel will have respect for the Court to which it's entitled.

ME" KATZ: I'm sorry.

THE COURT: Ar any rime the defendanis may make a motion in writing for a
resurmpiion of the fearings.
J oy I the defendants and their counsel are sincere i
" The court will give favorable o raniting of such mot
only if—if iz supported by an uneguivocal assurance that each defendant wil give complete
respect to the court during the continuance of the hearings and during the course of the frial
to follow and an assurance that the defendanis are now prepared fo participale In a h
conducted under the American system of criminal fustice. Such statemeni is to be signed by

ansideration to the g

each and every one of the defendarnis, J
If the motion is made and supported by such a written statement it will be granted
and the heartimgs will resume prompily. 5

If it is not made or not 3o supported the hearings will continue in recess indefinifely.

The defendants are entitled to a fair trial under the American system of criminal
justice. Such a trigl the court and the distroct attorney are ready to give them. The only
thing preventing the defendanis receiving such a trial Is thelr continued refusal fo acce
such a rrial, 3
The defendants are resorting to contemptuous conduct fo obstruct a fair trial In
view of their conduct fo date the defendants must give the court reliable asurance that they
are prepared to accept a trigl—and a fair trial The trial will not be resumed untll such
assurance has been glven.

This court is responsible for mainiaining proper respect for the administration af
criminal justice and preventing any reflection on the image of American fustice. That
responsibility will be discharged 3

Counsel are advised that the hearings are now recessed indefinirely. You are not free
to represent fo any other court that you are actually emgaged before this part af thes
Supreme Court until such time as an order is entered directing the resumption of the
hearings. o

Prior to thal time you are not engaged before this courd, and you will so advise any ™
ather court before which you represent any other person,

The district attorney may move arny other case on the calendar for trial in this pares
af the court, T will take a brief recess until such maiter is moved. 5

MR McKINNEY: May I make a siatement, please?
THE COURT, The court iz in recess.
MR McKINNEY: [ would Eke it on a point of personal privilege.

THE COURT: You have a right ro make a motion before the court. The court (5
dr recess §owill hear anything in wriling

MR. McKINNEY: [ showuld like fo express my objection o the Court’s refusal (o ._
hear counsel, in view of the starements the Court has made 4

{Hearings recessed)



“Traditional American justice, its
very application has created
what it claims to remedy, for its
eyes are truly covered; it does
not see the Black reality ”
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Ih.muphﬂlthl kmown (o man, the
enalivement and murder of aver 40 million Black
 peopl, apredd over a period of less tham ikree centares,

1 Blacks—not hsman?

Long ags in this nation certain basic demivns werr
meide aboud Blek people, bl sor consulbiing them
Pwen mefare 1he Constitution was ever pat o papei
with (ts beautiful words and glawing retoric of man's
equality and philosephical righis, human consideralion
bad long given wuy kefore white eeonnmis necesin
Black paople were to legally be defened and classilied
& nonhuman, below o horse - Bur defindrely nor s
FEm.

Color became the crugssl varishde, and (he
fomndation of the sysiem of Blick davery. While
challel slavery & no lomger uphedd hy the sapreme law
of ihe land, the habit aod praclice im (howght and
wpeech of loking ot Bluck pecple from ihe charel
plaim sl pergize. After much  relinement,
mphisticalion and development, it has remaimed io
tecome imbedded im the national chamcter, making
itself clear in srganized soceety , its instilutioms, and the
slthibudes of Lhe dominant white cullure o this very
day.

Far us 1o state there are bwo realities (experiences)
that exist in this nation, is o satement of foe
When we speak nf American raditions, et us nol
farper the tradition of injustice mflicied again, and
igaim upun thom whom irsdivion has been ereated o
exclude, exploit, dehumanize and musder.
Led w8 nil convendently forget how the system of
* “American juitice™ sysiematically upheld ihe bizarre
reatoneng aboul Black people in order o remnin &
iyslem of glave lbhor. And when this became
sconomically urnecessary, how “the greal Amerlcan
witem of justice’” helped b0 establish and maintain
wcial degrudation and deprivation of &l who were not

white, and most centamnly, Uiose who were Black, To

Murtail from the Panthe
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matler [0 ignore them, define them, forget them, and if
they persisted, pacily or punish them,

Racism is buili in

The duality of American society today need mo
langer be reinforced by kws, for it is now and has long
Been in the minds of men:

The Harlems of America, a8 opposed 1o those who
decide the fate of Americs's Harlema. This is cosentiglly
o himaricsl continuation today, of yesierday -ihe
elanlation meninlity, sysiem snd division, & the chuk
of 20rh century enlighlenmanl .

“Traditional American justice," is very applieation
has wrealed whal it clelm e remedy, for its EYEd T
ruly cowered: i does mot eer ihe Black resliny, mior
Ases it coniider @ know of the Rlack experience, least
o @l ednsbder iF valid,

Black poor people are alwsys suhjest (o, bt do not
lake par Im your sorrupt grend jucy syslem amd
POICR R,

Weusa penple da fol #xis except o8 victims, and bo
this and nmch more, we day o mare, For 3514 years
wy mml this im varicus says Rar ronsisg deep in the
Amaericin pivche i Ehe fear of the ea=ilave. He wis [oa
@ long hes been wronged, will be wrongsd mo more,
amd I facr will demand, fight amd dee for his haman

L1 :
= S0 MORE!

But why need we feel this wav i the Tirst plave”
Mutatd et yorin L'Gigdalulion guaraniee man's freedam
his huwman dignity againa sate encroachment? O does
e immle Tear of dhe febsellouns slave ik the heart of the
dlave-masier ennibnae to this day to negabe sl Lo
fqukrantess in Lhe cases of Black people? Tines this
vultural mrlst phobin make ooe Eonget. and abridpe his
aWH constitution, & this courl ke done b ur? Do yoy
mol know what we mean when we say “NO MORE™
What ks been done bo IH-I!E your eourl, the Trstrict
Attomey, & only a of nll thx hai besn
imfused nmsd permeate this racist soclely,

Black people have suill umd felr this Tor ower 100
vears. Bml those of the other reality, the daminant
white cultnre, its institwlions, lud no ears (o tuly hear,
Mhe wan ol smbarivs of duve mosier-sdove relatlonship

AMERIKAN
JUSTICE

congequence in
compared 1o ug, (Black people).

White citizens have grown up with the identity of an
American, and have enfpoyed a completely different
relationship to the imstitutions of this nation, with
that, the unresalved conflicts of the ex-slavehaldir

Blacks sre fo bonger the economic underpinning of
the naliom. Bl we conlimue (o be willing, or unwilling,
vietima. ‘Thore i a limoless quality o the unconscions
wliich Lianglosms veslerday mio loday .

The Black experence

On August 17, 1619, over & vear priow o ithe
lending of the pugiins al Plymowlh Rock, s Dursch
privalenr dropped  sncher off Jamestown, Viegini.
There she exchanged her cargo of twenty Black men,
women aml children for provisisns. Accordiag to Lhe
Pusrch mflors, these Blick people had been Bapiieed
they wore “Chrstians"™ and therefare could nob be
enslawed under British lews, As @ resall of that law , we
were legally defned as “indeniured™ servants,

Ry 1663, rhomgh, the “Clrisitan™ consciencs had
areen way Lo Lhe apilalis desiee for maximam prolile.
By 1663 alsn the Carolinas, New York and Maryland in
1664, Delaware and Pennsylvania in 1682 perpetrated
the mosl heinous and despiesble scl concenable to the
human mind, thet of demying sn walire race of people
their freedom by ralegating them to &n elernal stabus of
“challel sluvery ™ and this sbopsinabde bpal was done

through the courls, besally, and with the backing of
guns —our first experlence with " Amerean justice ™
But it did. naf stop there, Althoush later e
“Deeclaration of lndepsndence™ proviabmesd that “adl
men are crented squal, that they are epdowed by Clemic
imeator with certaim wabienable righis, that omong
thass are Lile, Likerty and the Pariaitl of Happiness.”
there was a musl inleresting omiselvg . In he original
de=fl these was a paragranh ihoi Thomas Jefferson
mtended 1o mclude @ e bal o prievances agaimsi
King George 11, The paragmph read: “He has waged
criel war against homan nature itself | vislating ils most
sacred rights of Ble and Lberty o the person of o
dslant pedple (Alrican, Blaok people), wha - never
offended  Wim; capivaring and carrying them mio



It is time to state the truth. for Black people

Chinese, Indian and poor white people.

sham and a revolting farce.”

sawvery in anoiller bemisphere, or (0 mour miserahle
denth in rheir transpamation thither,”

This piragraph was omitted | the fisal document,
umd undersiandabdy, For mor aaly wauld it Bave been a
valul ang Eaciual indiciment agning King George, bat
also ome @il the “Founding Fathers" themaslwes

When the “glarions™ and “sacred” Comsbilulion af
the United Srates o7 Americs was drawn wp im 17ET,
the “poble” “jud™ ond “freedom lovieg™ men wiso
had fought a long aml odady war agaimss the
tyrannical and opprissive Britsh regime hesded By
King George, for thelr freedom, wivle inlo their
consfifulion lows thot Turther sanctified, legalized amd
proiecied Lthat mosi “pecullar matioton” (davery).
Apparently ey recopnized the absurd snd repugnans
contradiction, but  nol sulliciently enough o Jdo
neithing ather than exclude the lerm “Megro” amd
“slawe™ Trom that decument.

The Constitution confained three provisions thet
dealt specifically with ihe issue of slavery, The firse,
established the pobcy that in counting population in
order 1o defermine hoow many representalives o sate
mighi send to Congress. All free persons  and
“three-lifths of all oiher persom” were o b coumted
{Artscle | Seg, 1) The scond forbade the Congress

frond making any laws restricting the slave irade until
808 {Amiche | Section 93, and the third, provided that
rinaway slaves who had escaped from any #lale had to
be relurned by sny odher state in which they mighi
have sought refuse { Artlele IV Section 2},

T -
progressively worsened, the “laws" of bondage became
evin more institutionallzed, inculcated in the dominant
culture. In order to further protect and perpetunte
Uheir domination over ue, the southern states passed
many repressve laws called “'dave codes.” For us, there
wus mo freedom of asembly. | mone than four or five
slaves came togeiher without permistion from o white
person. Lhut gathering & the depraved minds of ke
wave-masters was consireed os @ conspiracy. The towns
.J_nd cltbes imposed a 9 p.mi, curffew on sk, there was no
frecdom ol movement, & pass had 1o be carried by ihe
flave whenever be was oal of ke presemee of his

master.  And.ig ¢nloroe these lgmoble laws, save
palrods, onganised like militiss were compased of
armed and mounted whites.  This mentality persizis 1o

this day, Wor qo the Black man who is ouf very lale in
3, white neighborhood: (he police (white) nsspect him
immediately of being up to mme foul deed. even into
the ghetio, the white policeman brings this mentality, )

Llthough :ﬂﬂ'ir:.' had been aboliiked in cerioin
slales, the Black peaple who bved in those stafes were
subjected 1o degrading laws which belied their sn-calbed
free stutus, afd éwen worse, they were subgeci io
Eiglnapping and being sold into slavery, This so-called
iree Bhack maan  was anything bl - frew under ihe
“American sysem of jusl e,

Thraughout this homid ¢ poch, a few slaves managed
o escape, then more slaves. The slaveholders
demanded that the runaway slave bws be emforced,
They pleaded to-the United States Supremse Courl, and
that “august™ body, the most powerful judiclary body
n the land, the wlimate interpréters of fhe
Lonstitwiton, answered their plea by passing the
“Taghtive slave law™ in [R50, Mow for the rup-away
vilave escaping to the Morth was not enough, for the
Northern cities were overran witl slave-aichers.

Dired Scoit

In Juby [1B47, Dred Scotl, a Black resident ol
Memsouri, brought suit ine g Federal Court [or his
dreedopm. I8 read

“Your petitionér, Dred Seofi, a man of oolor,
respectlully represents fhat sometime in Che yesr of
1835 your petitioner was “purchased” as a slave by one
lohkn Emerson, since deceased, who . . . conveyed your
petitiomer from the state of Misoun o Fort Snelling
(Ilinams) & fort then cocupied by the troops of the
Linrted States and under the jurisdiction of the Undied
Stares,”

In essence Dred Scoll was claaming That since he had
been Aransporied mio lermitory (Ilinois), in which
slavery 'was farbidden by an act of Congress as well as
state law, he was now o free man, This case was looked

----qn o1 8 test o dﬂn:rmlnru.‘ just wrhai rights a Black
.I" T - .

man dhind in rthis sauntry. It was the profound hape of
many [hal a josi and humane verdici would bhe
readered,

It took the Dred Beolt cose 10 years to resch e
“sacred' halls of the Supreme Cowrt, and when thal
“prestightns’’ growp of men spoke in Mareh 1557
through the miee of “Chief Justice™ Fuoge Taney, ihe
Court ruled thal “peaple of Afrlean descent are not
and canmat be citizens of the Uniled Sinles and canpat
e m any courl of the United States,™ ami (i Black
people have “no rights which whiter are bound o
reEpect” —4 classic example of the "Ameriein way of
Jusiion ™

Reconstruction —ihe pretense of dem

The Becomlmuction Era was o time of grest and
unparalieled bope. It seemed as thowgh Black people
wepe  finally o hbe scoorded equal and humane
irealment when the 13th, 14th and 15th A mendimenis
werd enacted,

« But terrof, vmbence, intimidation and muarder dill
haunted ug; ihe K Klux Klan did “their thing."

In 1875 Congress enacied ihe fifsr significant ciwil
rights low._ [t theoretically gave Black people the righi
o equal acormadations, facililies and access 1o public
transporiation and places of public smusement. But as
Blacks well know and whites desy, there it a world of
difference in America berween theory and practice
For although the [3th, ldth and §5th Amendmenis
and the civil righis act of 1875 “gave” Black people
so-called frl.ullurl:l the right of citizenship and the right

m“-'ﬂ
The extent of enforoement Im'

dependant opon the degres to which i was
sdvantagecus G0 the HRepublican Party and the
Morthemn imdustrialist.

By 1876 & was decided that Black people had
wmrved ilbeir purposs and, therefore, even the pretense
of Blucdk squality was no longer seoranry

Thhpnmcwﬂnlﬂ!mwlhtliﬂhil
in low by declaring that the civil rights act of 1875 was
ancongtitutional. In other decisions W dibpiayed ita
remarkable and ingemiouns tilent for interpreting the
faw according to the needs and interesis of the
dominant white raling clam. It nallified the |4th and
15th Amendments by decaring that they waers Federal
restrictions omly on the powens of the stales or Ther
mgents, not on the powers of individwals within those
slater. Thuas it was sifill Begal for eny states o violits
w;hnmmmhufmmﬂl'mﬂnlh
oiher hand, private citizend or & growp of them (such as
the Ku H'.I.u: Klan), wthin any stabe sctively rm-ln:d
Black people from ewercising their o then the
crimee came under The juriadiction of the sate in which.
the crime, or arimes, ook place.

The court alen muled that if a stafe law did not
appear on ity surfsce discriminatory agaimet Black
people, ihen the federsl courts had mo mght o
investigate, Bui this wai ool eoough. 1t wes pecessany
1o go &ven forther, and they did.

In 1896 the Swpreme Court in Plersy ri Ferguron,
163 US, 537, upheld & Loulsiana law requiring
segregated muilroed facilities. As long a8 equoality of
sccommodations existed, the court hald ssgregation
did mot constitote discrimination, and Black people
were not deprived of equal protection of the law ander
the |4th Amendment. American jastics!

Segregation  sutomatically mean discrimination.
Black people were forced to use in public buildings
freight elevatoni and tollet faclities reserved for
janifors, On traing all Black peopls, even ihoss with
first class tickets, were forped to seat themsslves in (he
baggege  car. Employment discrimination and wage
discrimination, “inferor schools for Bleck childres,
All of these inhuman crimes wete made legal by the
highest court in the land, Typical American justics, for
Black paopls.

The 20th century

In 1254 the Sepreme Court, only after inbense
domestic premure and anveling intermationally = &
ewtion of hypocrites, this nation's raling elite reversed
the infamous Plecry w, Ferpuson decishon, usd nabed
that .;Imnil‘-‘ﬁ:.“““ facilities wers
umconstitat [} Tuling, lke virtually every
seemingly just decision for Black people, was slmest
lmemedistiey revealed o & sham 5 mere gosturs to

The An

paly us and alleviate-your embarrassmeit,
public schools of the aatbon are sl o
sepregated dnd unequal, the remalt of @ cen
I i e,
the im the mouth, in the
dlﬂmthﬂlw‘h“ -::-.
crimed, thrown in your jadls, [hi
&Imlﬂ'ﬂldlﬁlhﬂlﬂ.lmi_ﬂ"
justics,™ We are in jall outside, and jail inside, B
people and now all poor people have been®
elucated in the American system of justice. i
We keow very well what i3 meant, by
statemenl, “This courl is respanaibls for
praper reipect for the adminkirstion of
justice and preventing any reflction on the
American justice,” Properly tranalated, i:ﬁﬂ
|h|llhthtﬂn|t|nm.m|-r-l
milagt, .
It is precissly thes comtradictions of maintak
pastice & & redily or rhetorcally
procedure thet must bs mesobred. Trh
determining judicislly by which the legal
mmhlmmlm“m
puilt or innocence of sccused persons is
.wnmnm-mmmh
this mdividusl prosecuted. It is not only doukbtl
appalling, 1o sy the least,

e



r Puerto Rican, Mexican American,

kan system of justice’is a hideous

b . af u-umuhd-“d
- meapect for, the court indicates 4o mj, the defendanis,

attempt by ihe court pravails, ko obacure
frath of thes procesding. Thers & & note of
Hhﬁhlﬂ‘-ﬂ ihsory and practios withis

With such political relationships existing have the
courty, in-practics, sscapedl from the sbuse of suthority
which i a threat to the development of & free nation of
pecple? Fasclsm encrosaches i jusi such o manner,
Historically the qualifaiive change in sochety still
reveals a lack of humane interaction with the socially,
sconomically and politically exploiled and isolated
Black and poor peoples. The preceeding chronslogy
substamfis*sr & blatant’ eontempt for Black people und
other non-white poor people, nol recognizing their
human rights and’ liberties as a matter of jaw, or
marality, mnd & total digregard to our social reality , is
an insuli o us. We can sme the yesterday in today and
the history of our particular case runs upon the Ems
tracks s does our people’s long strugghe.

This court réprescnts ihe most ruthless mrilém in
the world, ciring nothing for the wholessle misery that
it brings, while st the same thme, your papers are full af
verbinge of your “nobility, ™ " “Juatics ™
“fuirnes,” and the “good™ that you do,

Wa are very, very sick and tired of the BIG LIE. We
cannot stand paschve

mally reversed.  That' I3th, 14th and 1%tk
Amendments of the Consfitution did mot liberate
w—that in fact, in social reality, they only legalized
and expanded the Dred Secott declgion to
nchede  [ndians, Spanish-spesking and poor white

I’!n that things huve not gotien hetter, but only
progressively worse, and that includes tyranny. We
completely oppose racism and tyramny snd  will
continwe fo do 0. You wish us to sct sccording 1o s
Decorum set down by an orgasization, the = American
Bar Amoclation,” which is mot enaly recist, but i also
not SgEing genocide. (Perbapy they mealize the trath,
am n:lilrmmrh:lnmlllﬂﬁi-dum:ty
linkle, for its treatmeni of Black reaple Tl

In court you sk us to submat to u code of
liws...your lews, Aot our baws (Black amd poor
people) bui your Wws-pour bws because We wors
never asked (Black people) if we consented 1o having
them as our lews, BoT ire thees laws relevant to our
ghette reality. They are your Baws, amid we find them
facist and cppressive. They, thes laws, perpetuate owr
plantation contimuation, Right now, in 1970, 90% of
the inmates of your prisoms are nom-while. NG And
we (Black peopls, etc) have mever had the right 1o
decide If we wanted to be governed by brws which we
hod mo part in masking, ¥ed, the primary comosrn of the
men who drafted the “Declanstion of Independence"
wis the comrenr of the governed by liws which they

i

i
M. Muriagh -yoor reeond :I.:h for itsell. You are
known in the ghetto &8 8 “Hangmng Judge.” (How many
Blsck snd while poor men did yom comvict withoul
ihwir evem having councl just in 1969 alome, im your
diever slick wayT) Frank Mogan snd his sides are well
kEndwr—veiy well known in the Ghéto=known for

whal (hey sre-msst spa

-
R - o o
il R

unethical. (We have
et 2 o, 9 o g o

L
o)

Dristrict Attormeys, or D.A "5 men posing a5 bagal abdes
14 get conviclion), But in our case you and Mr, Hogan
have gotten together and have outdone yoursshees in
denying us all, everyone of ww “sileged™ state, federal
and human rights. The recosd clearly shows this, when
nod Elouded with the mist of racism,

A) Let us clear ot haslc misconception, You
comstantly refer to this cese as & “criminal™ trinl, while
all of the time we know, you kmow, Frank Hogan
Endwe, the people know, the other prisoners and even
the guards know thet this & mor & criminal trial
Everyone knows that this i & political trisl, for if we
were nod members of the Blsck Panther Party, a lot of
things would never have been dome to ws in the first
pincE. ;

Why are we not allowed to be with other prisoners?
Why wre we not allowed to even talk fo the other
prisoners? Why ane we bolmed? (Something we might

BY On April 2, 1969, hordes of “police™ broke
hnﬂh“:mwutwl:hhwduhrhhm
wild abandon while having no sarch warrants. The

Bever shown any arest warrant, sven bo this . Thin
I“Mhn“mﬁhﬂuh;m

@ Upon ke wresl of some of the defendants and
bafore llilpnuum#urﬂfmﬁl’-ﬂuu,un
York City District Attorney Frank

End to deny ts even the smblence of & “fair irisl * Mr.
Hogan implied & Lie—thet we hid besn mized oa the
wiy o commit thess alleged scts with bamiba in o
hands—rather tham ihe truth—ihar we hsd no Bonibs
and thit mogt of us were tskes put of our beds,
Submquent 1 thal pross comference, “unidentiffed
police sources’ and “persomd closs o the
Evestigation™ stated falssly to the press than we, as
méfibérs of the Black Panther Parly were being aided
and abeiled by foreign governments conmidersd hostys
to youg governmeni (Lo Tubs and China)—thal we_ag
Black Panther Party membam were stesling money
from federal and/or state agencies and many other false
wild charges, designed to heighten the public alarm
Against us and our Party, rather than dimindsh i, so as
o create sn atmosphere conducive to [he
extermination of the Black Panther Party and justify
anything thal might be done 1o .

Fiir trial smpossiisle

This unethical behavior gave, sided. and sbatted
fwiher préjudicial pre-erial publicity, in  direct
conlradiction 0 ¥our bw s outhined in the ldsh
Amendnsat of your Constitution of the United Stales,
Due io ihis behavior slome, we are posilive Lhai we
could not gel = flr rrisg amywhers in  fhis
country . . .. We still mid nothing.

D) When owr aliomeys lesrsed of gur arres, thiey
aftempled in B 08, & we wers being held in your
District Attorpey's office. They were refused
PHmaEen o do s, At the “armipnnsest™ g s flar
mmnbrnwmuml-qunmmh-ﬂr.
Charles Marks who presided thereal, Thess refusals
wete in batant vinlation of your law o saitlined in the
&th and 14th Amendments of your Comtitution of the
United States . .. . We continued 1o be slleni_

E) AL this “wresignment™ ihis Mr. Chakes
who was presiding, refused to read, explain or

mopy of this “indiciment . Thi b
Wimh-#‘lﬁﬁ
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United Siates We continued bo b silent.

E} At this “arralgnment™ this Mr. Charles Marks
who was presiding; relused 1o ivad, saplan or give w &
copy of this “indiciment™ againal us. This & smoiher
violalion of your lew &a outlined in the Gth and 1dth
Amendmenls of yvouw Conglilulien of e Umited
Stnfes yel, we remadned sileni.

F} Bail (ransom) was sef af $100 000 which s
ridiculons and famiamount o o bad st sl This is
annther winlotion of your own law as cutlined in the
&tk and |4tk Amendments of your Constitution af the
United Siatee. We slale ihal [us bald is mot onby
contradictory b6 your own low, but thai k& s also
mucist. When while “radical™ proups ao arrealedd, ther
bails do mor ususlly sxeead £100dd. When ihree
Yemeniles were charged with “compirscy™ to murder
worr Preddent Mizon, and wiih the equipment Lo do
such, their bail was 315,000, when Minalenen i Mew
York were arrested and charged with 8 conaplraey to
commin murder, the muorder of 155 persons and wers
arresl el willh Isrmbs and guns more than snough te do
this. Baidl was ==l al £25,000 We had no bombs, O
bail was 1K HKY . . | . We remaimed sibemnt,

(2} Al this arragnment, this Mr. Charkes Marks, the
mme “Judge”™ whe is alleged to have signed the *“Ammest
Warranis,” slaled i words of sabsance that Be wis
accepling all of ihe allegation in the “lmdictment™
against us Lo be tree. On sbzequent hearings during
April amd May 196Y%, concerning reducin of ransom
{haily at which this same Mr. Marks still presided, he
Slaled ihal we were-“us-Amencan’™ and that the law
“*did nod apply o us” (sounds like history ). This doga
nod quate show Lmpariiality . . . . Yet, we said nothing.

HY Our counsel hawe been in frome of st leasi 33
Hludges' concerning our ball, and ihis ateiiede
permentes the “grest Americen sysiem of justios.™ Al
motiong on This were dended, eliher withoul comment
or becamse of ke *seriousmess™ of the “charges,” bl
mever dealing with the Constilutional: issues imvolves |
and i lm powr Constitation, AN of this sema to
underlie “Judge™ Marks" remarks. . Yet, we mid
nothing.

Il We have been treated like snimals<im fact, hke
less than animals, On Jlanuary 17, 1969 Miss loan Rird
wat kldnapped, beaten, and tortured. She was panched
and bealen, given the “Thumb Torture,” hung upsde
down by the ankle Trom out of a third-story window of
a “Police Precinet,” On April 2.3, 1969, some of u
were beaten ms we were being kidnapped, From April
2, 1568, all of us were pleced under constant abuse and,
harrassment, which inchided 24-hour lock-n, complete

solation, no library or recreation, lights kept on in our

cells for 14 hours, phruu.l_ astaults, deprivations of

m have sullered abuse in visiting
menial anguish. One of wt suffered the lose of a child
because of this. Some of our families had o go on
welare because of our oulrageous incarceralbon and
ramsom. We were denied mwail, even from owor
altorneys—denied sccess 1o consulr all Topether with

us, and

i § i iy
T, O R i

aur attomeys We ]'LIH hm llhhﬂ.-ud to the mosl
operoud and barbaric of jail condificns, The abpctive
of all thEs wis our peychological and physscal
destructinn during our pre-trial detenton. ¥

Az NEWSWEEK Magazine sven slales, ™ ... Ihe
hundling af (e saspecis beiween their armest and Uheir
trial wat something less than a model of American
criminal justece,” and “Nose of it wes very becoming
to fhe dale . .. " (How well we know.] All this & a
hinfant winlntion of your own low as owtlined in the
Bth and I14th Amendmenis of yoar ows Federal
Comnslitution . . . . Yel, we ofill remained slent.

1} You=Muartagh. You came into the case in May
179, You wers infomred of these conditions. ¥ou
could hive righted these blanant vialatians of yaur swn
law, the laws you have “swom™ to wphold, But you did
mat. You refused o do shis . snd remasined slent.
You tnied fo rash us pell-mell Lo tnal, knowing full well
thal we weie S0l colld nel, b poepared ... . We
remained sibent,

The government comgpiracy

We filed motions that are guarantesd 1o “citkens™
by the |dth Amendment of your Federal Constitution,
You demicd them all You denied ws the right as
paaranieed m your lewe i the &tk and | 4dgh
Amendments of your own Constilulion to comduet §
voir dire of ihe Grand Jury in these proceedings,
knowing fall well that they dud nol comprise members
of our peer growp . . . . We remained silend

You dended ws a hearing wilth which 1o be
confronted with ithe wilnesses ageimsl us, as i3
Enaranteed by Vour law in the b Amendmend of yoor
Constilution , . . . We remained silent

You denfed ws & Bl of Particulars which is
pemramieed by your laws i the &th and |4tk

:Irmdmenu of your Constitution . ... Ws remainesd
enf. L
Two *“sespecis” were kidnapped under the

modification of the Fugtive Slave Act in November
1269, You gave them mo bail. (Mo sense preiending
any more, il ssems) . . . . We remaimed silent.

You denied us every state and lederal constitutional
right, and remained sileni, You substamtisted Mr.
Marks®™ “the baw does not apply™ to us _ ... Yel, we
remained sibent.

Les
K} Lee Berry. Lee Berry is o classical example of
how you and your cohorts conduct the “American_
Syutem of Justice™ when dealing wilh Black people, ﬂn
April 3, 1969, Lee Berry was a palient in the Veterans'

Apﬂ: 1969, 'rw"p-blu“ir_-l w out of the
hospital. These “‘police™ stood him wp before your
cohort, “Jadge™ Marks, Lee was “arraigned™ without
counsel, Rail $100,000, He waz thrown into an

Bolatieon cell in the Tombs without even a matiress. In
uly 1969, he was physically stiacked withoot

=

Adm-utnlm Heapital where he  was rqﬂrh;

ol e ] 1 e N or 15 R

l‘l'tl'!m.lll‘ = an epilepiic, wswhject bt Grand Ml
smizares, which can be [alal. Les Berry B nol
menticend particolerly in the “imdiciment.” Yel, .on
April 3, 1965, your “police™ dmagged him oual of the
bhospilal. These ““police” slood him up belore your
eohort, “lodge™ Marks, Lee was “ammaigned™ withowi
counscl. Bail FI00.000. He was thrown into an
molation oell in the Tombs wilhowal even & maliress. In
Julty 196%, he was physimlly attocked withoul
provescktion and withaut warning, while he was in o
drugged stupor,

Yau were pware of his eomdifion - you were gquite
aware. Numerows molions wees in Your “Uneat Cowrt
System.” It tonk four months o evem gel him
medication, amd omly s MNovember when he had
become s0 @, so progressively worse thal B owae
lisghleming. He fnally got consent to be transferred 1o
pellevoe Mospital, Because of the conm’ decislons
nder your “American Sysiem of Justice,™ Lee Berry
has had Tour serbous operalions wilban the last two -
mienths, Becamse of the courts' decdions undér the
greal  American Syetem of Justice st this pregise
moment Lee Berry 15 lying in the shadow of death with
& postible fatal caspe of pheusmonds. At the wery least,
your Great Court system s guilty of atbempied
murder, and DA, Hogan should be named as a
co-delendant. Lee Berry o owr Brother, and what is
done o him, has been dome to ai all . ... amd we
remakned wlent,

L} In Meovember 1968, four white persons wers
arrested for allegedly “bombing' varsous @tes in New
Yark Chry. They were arresied allegedly with “bombs
in their possession,” but they were white. For thres of
them, badl was reduced B0 in two days, bemuse “ihe
|'I‘i"l.l.ih'||'il!-l’!|ﬂ. of' innocence s hasic among hoth ihe
slatulory and ooasilalenal pnociples  allechng
bmil™ | ., . if you are white, (The political climate = sadh
today, even Lhis hardly malbers anymors if ome i
dissident. )

We conld be slent v bonger

Twn days after that decwmion, we ward broughi in
front of you and glven & saperceding “indictment.” We
could be dlent no longer. We had been imsalted
emough—more than enough. We had been treated with
contempt, in an atmosphere of intimidation for too
kong.

We musi reiterafe-—we are looking at the situaiton
objectively. Object Reality.

At ithe pre-irial hearings we are confronied with &
“Tudge™ who hes admitted, i|:| fact, had indicted &nd
arregted for ignorimg “‘police’ graft and
corfuplion . . .8 "Jlllﬂl whio tl!' |'IH I"ICI!IH ﬁbl'l an
unblenished career of “p 1

.mnmmu nd unswerving T

mmdunnmmum
and poor. This machine has shown itell to be
unethical in its techniques and praciices—even in fromt
of our sysi—tsctiés which inchade going up and
whispening to the wilnessss on the etand. slanalling and




cosching them. We know &8 LOOK Magazine stated im
June [196% *““how the police corrupt the
truth . . . Prosecutors and Judges become their
sccomplices.” To cite & small example: A man, 8 Black
AN . . . w33 besten (o death in the Tombs In front of
oty witnesses in May 1969 and the police swore that
he died of a *“heart aitsck.™ Yes, we kmow to what the
palice will swear to. AN Black people, poor people,
know 1o what the police will swear to, With all this,
together with the hostility inculcated im the dominant
white culture fowards anything Black, is shown by you
and your cohorts very well mdeed. Under thess
conditions, and conssdering our stand againgt American
mcism, this ls nol only a challemge to ws and Black
people, bt the whole people. To relate in terms you
can undersfand, even Racist Woodrow Wilson stated
comcerning fascism) “ .. This is a challenge to all
mankingd; there 8 one choice we cannot make, we ane
incapable of making, we will not chiose (he path of
smbmission , ., we will be, we must be as harsh a5 the
Truth and a8 uneampromising as Justice—irue Justice is
an our gide” . . . . To that we say, Right On!

Court out of arder
You have implied contempt charges, We canmot
comcsive of kow this could be pomible. How can we be
in contempt of @ court that is in contempl of its own
laws? How can you be respomsible for “muintsing

respect

and disperting justice,” when ¥you have

...the courts are in contempt of

digpensed with justice, and you do mot maintain
respect for your own Constitution? How can you
expscl us to respect your laws, when you do not
respect them yoursl? Then you have the sudacity to
demand respect, when you, your whole Great Syatem
of Justice is out of order and dots nol reipect us, or
our rights.

You have talked about our counmsel inciting us,
Mothing could be farther from the trufh. The injustices
wi have been accorded ower the past year incite us, Lhe
injustice in these hearings indte ws, racism incites ug,
fascism ncites us, in short—when we reflect back over
history, its continuation up until today, you and your
courts inglte ua,

But we will not leave it there for you and others, 1o
distort, as some are inclined to do. There will be lefi no
toom for your courts and medls fo distort spd
musnterpret our actions. We wish for a speedy and
FAIR trial, a just trial. Bui—we must have our
“alleged™ Constitutional rights. This court is in
contempt of our Constitutional rights and have been
for slmost & year. We muost have our rights firsi. The
wrongs inflicted must be redressed, Bygones are mot
bygomes. Later for that, 151% yesrs are enough. We
must clean the slate, We do not believe in your A ppeal
Courts (we've had experience with 300 vears of appeals
genenally, and 35 judges specifically). 5o we must hegin
with & mutual understanding anew, When we have our
constituteonal guarastees redressed. we will give ihe
court ihe respéct it clalms to deserve—precisely the
mespect it deserves,

of the people

In Eght of all that has been xid, in view of ihe
collusion of the federal, state, and city courts, the New
York Clty Department of Cormection, the oty palics,
and Dsiricd Atlorney’s office, we leel that we, as
members of the Black Panther Purty, canpod receive a
fair and impartial tral withouwl cerlain pre-condilions
conforming to our alleged comstitutional rights. S0 we
state the following: we feel thai the couris should
follow their own federal Constitution, and when they
have fuiled to do so, and comtinue o ignore their
migtakes, bul persisl dogmatically o add imsult o
imjury, those cowrts are in contempt of the people. One
moed ool be black to relate to that, but il 8 olten those
who mever experience such actions on the part of the
courtg, who believe they, the couris, can never be
WIONE.

%o, in keeping with that, and the social reality in
which thai principle musi relate, we further state;

1} That we have a conslilutional right 1o reasonable
bwil, and a few would, if they were white, be released
in thelr own castody. We demand that, and the coarts”
congigstenl Jdenzal of that right, m elect @ mn contempl
of its own Constilofion,

2} We demand a jury of our peers, or peoples from
our own ocommamdly, a8 delimed by the Condtitulion.

i) We say that becapse the Grand Jury system in
Mew York City syelemabicaly excledss poor Black
people, il canikot bé raprésafilative ol 3 n:rr'-m-m:rlnq [0
fthe communmity from which we come. So in effect | it is
ancondtilulional, and nolking more than. & methosd
wielding clagt power and rtacial supprestion and
mepremion. 'We demand to have & constiutional and
legal indiciment, or be relessed, for we are being held
dlegally , by malicious and racist unethical laws

&) We demmnd thal the amelhical piactice ol ihe
police and [.A."s office, in its production of evidence,
lying, and misrepresentaiion be sirictly Hmited by the
introduction of an impartial jury of our pesrs of all
pro-trail hesrings, to judge all motions and evidence
submitied, subsequent Lo a new constilutional
mdscT mani

Therefore, since you have effectively denied by
your ruling of Wednesday, Februwary 25, 1970, our
right to a trial, and since this ruling will effect the
future of Black snd while political prisoners, we have
dirested our Atlorneys (o do everyLiing im thear power,
i upsat rthie wvicious, barbarie, inesdious snd ragast
maling, which rams head-on in contrast with the promite
al the 13th and l4th Amendments of your US,
Constitation.

Lat this be antared inta all reconds pertaining o our
CHIE.
All power Lo Lhe people!

Lumumba & bdul Ehﬂum Abex McKiever
Richard Moore {Anakye L (Catarra )
Curtis Powell Clark Squire
Michsel Tabor (Cetewsyo) Joan Bird
Robert Collier (habe , hu!uplr
Walter Johnson (Baba Odinga liam King :

the people : FREE THE PANTHERS

KUR [(Alice Willlams), 22, was-in the Manpower 1 raimni F'rwun

'O, During 1968 whi worked si & teaching essistant inthq_ﬁﬂ-:

5. As & youth she received an awsrd from Mayor Robert Wagner in a
journaliem contest for her outstanding ressarch in 8 paper on juvenile
delinquency. She i3 a poet, and has a poam printed in the “Anthology of High
School Poetry.” No previous record, Bail: $100,000.

2 JOAN BIRD, 20, weas & nursing student at Bronx Community College at the time
of her arresi, She was also working a5 a teaching astistant at P8 176, Sha is o
graduate of Cathedral High School where she had an outstanding record for four

: Mo eriminal convictions, Bail: $100,000.

& Tis POWELL, 33, wes employed a3 & ressarch biochemdst al Columbia
Presbyverisn Medical Center, engaged In cancer research ot the time of hiy arrest.
Dr. Powell holds a Ph.D in biochemigtry, and wes earning & salary of 514,000 &
yeor, Or. Powells wife Lena, 24, was six months pregnant when b was armested
ind subsrquently geve birth 1o & prematune infant, who died dhartly aftor birth,
Dr.hﬂmd-ﬁdﬂ-ummlwwmﬂtmnruiﬂhilﬁln'nﬂu-huqiul
despile her great need for comfort and halp 8t that Time. AT every hearing the
prosecutor has refused to sddrem Dr, Powsll 8 “Doctor”, challenging the

ix
s

No previods record. Bail: $100,000.

4. ROBEART COLLIER, 32, was employved s & staff director of the Tompkins
Scuare Comemunity Center until funds were hatted in Janusry ‘B8, A respected
leader of the Lower East Side community, he was recommended by Parey Sutton
o be on the Lowsr Essr Side Planning Board No. 3, At the bme of his orrest the
Urtan Coalition was in the process of refunding the community center with My,
Caollier s dirserar. Bail: § 100,000,
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Telephone Mﬁp"ﬁxﬁmﬁgﬂ'&f&%

243-2260 or 2432261

5. LEE BERRY, 75, is not sven mentioend In the indictment, It s naither slleged
rhﬂgmmmmhmw“ﬂmhmHHmmm.
vateran's disability pension of Hm-nmm.mmﬁm?fﬁnr:::“::i:
thlvhm:fh lm:ﬂmummmﬁmnmm

toke disly. Mr_ Berry was recantly
» :Eﬂll:l;ﬁh critical condition, Bail: §100,000.
MOORE, 24, iy » sif-smployed painter. bn an eltort to jutti
bail the prosecutor insistad Mr. Moore was unmarried, although mﬁﬂvﬂ:
7. ALCEX MeKTEVER oy o ek $100,000 '
: . 18, iz a student at Baen Fi in Hi
was prasident of the Afro-Amarican H'm'hgu"b. ﬂ:‘:ﬂw m
3 gg&?ﬂ previous criminel record, Bail: §100,000, 3
; EPHE, 17, wes & junior sl Evander Childs Hi
maintained good grades. No previous criminal record, Bail; &ﬁ,ﬂ' 7
" Honsing Cooncll il s s SX s rpioved by the Harlem Commanity
Eein laft tolally without resowrces. Bail: £ R S i have
'H].-ﬂHﬁI'J. CASSON [Ali Bey Haman), 31, workied for the Black Parther Party
while attempting 1o sducate the community and orgonite Brownd oMy
control msuns, No pravious criminal recoed, Bail: §1 00,000

I. WAL TER JOHNSON, 24, ha 0 pravious eriminal record, Bail: §100,000,

2. LONMIE EPPS, 17, s a student ar Long lstand City High Sthool and has ne
NROF erimanal record. Mr. Epps, who voluntarily surrendered himself after seei
mh::?f:;iltﬂ;um 2 e i e t

: . 22,18 a0 artist for the Black Panther Party. Bail: $50
14. CLARK SQUIRES, 32, was employed es a computer opar > Data ’m‘m'
ing International. Badl: & 1 g s
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HERE AND NOW FOR BOBBY SEALE
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