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KU KLUX KLAN 
| JULIA E. J O H N S E N , Compiler 
I 
I INTRODUCTION 
I ilic Ku M u x Klaii i> an anomah in American Tile. 
ii -The extreme >cerec\ with which it is ^Jir<jtnird and (he 
&- ' . 

fj apparent spread nf membership into* fho thousand^ in 
ft- pryclkal iv even- Mate of (he Union, Willi aUempK'd CM-
g- Ira no? also into Canada and Kndand . make itdjoih d i l -
j | ticull and i m p ^ f ^ n t to hvhig into the open reliable faci> 
|f ami .1 clear comprehension of the inner nature of this 
jl extraneous >oetal nr^ani -m. 
B- The present Ku Kh lx Ivlan embraces- the or^ani/.atiun 
j | t toun led in I'-H^ at Atlanta, Georgia. In- C'olrmvl William 
fj Joseph Simmons, prnfes>in^ to eprntnenmnUe the historic 

Ku M u x M a n of reeunM ruction "dae--. According in 
§ Colonel Simmon^ before the Ktitc^ Committee in t u n -
j g r e ^ , it^ membership in 1921 vvns approximately ninety 

to njiuly live llnmsand. Il> growth î  au^mcnlcd In a 
felu^'ly organized -vstcm of propaganda. Save for a tVw 
ffi f'f t ie executive and ur ja nixing official-, its member^ are 
bg ^fti|Lra!lv unknown Anion*- its late nianilt>latinj]s i> the 
§& forinaiio]! nf an auxil jarv woman's division known as 
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the "Kamelia," and a movement styled the "Great Airieri -
can Fraternity" has also been ascribed to its activities I 

The material on the Ku Kitoc Klan is frankly one-­
sided. The press is, as a ride, hostile or at best neutral 
For its defense one must /o to such publications and 
statements as emanate from wUliiu its own organism, A 
few organizations are actively combatting it. IroranoM 
among these are the American Unity League, with of­
fices at 12? North Dearborn Street, Chicago, which league 
also publishes a weekly paper "Tolerance/ ' and the Amer­
ican Civil Liberties Union, 100 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
The Catholic, negro., and Jewish organizations also op­
pose it. \ 

The present pamphlet lias been included m\lhc Refer­
ence Shelf in response to a demand for reference ma­
terial on this subject- The attempt has been niaute by the 
compiler to avoid bias and let the facts speak fort them­
selves to the discriminating, as is in keeping with Ahe es­
tablished practice of the debaters7 series of publications* 
To this end representative material is included s p t i n g 
forth both the aims and defense of the Klan ar|d the 
arguments of the opposition, I 

JULIA E, J O I I N S F ^ * 

April 2, 1923. I 



BRIEF 
RESOLVED: That the Ku Kfo.r Klan should be condemned 

by all right-thinking Americans, 

AFFIRMATIVE 

L The Ku Ktux Kiari should be condemned because 
its principles are destructive and wrong. 
A. It is founded on the principle of invisible gov­

ernment 
1. Its membership is masked and unknown. 
2. It tries to control outside affairs. 

a. Legitimate secret societies do not ar­
rogate to themselves control over ex­
ternal ait airs . 

3. Membership is concealed under uath. 
B. It places itself above law. 

1, The Klan itself commits crime in the name 
of righteousness. 
a. Murder, kidnapping, violence. Hog­

ging etc. 
b. It disregards iawfuily circled prnccr^ 

and legal machinery. 
2. Klan loyalty is made more Imidtng than 

civic loyalty, 
a. Members will not testily against one 

another. 
o. It is an arbitrary tribunal. 

C. It is irresponsible. 
1- There is no effective control "f local-. 

a. "Recalcitrant "dens" can t.nb- have 
their charters revoked. 
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D. 

n 

It 
I. 

It> act. 

A, It 
1. 

r> 

( I ) This is dune only under pres­
sure of public opinion. 

{2) It does not prevent the mem-, 
bens continuing activities, rising 
regalia, etc. 

In ease uf crime there is no punishment 
of offenders. 

;i. The Klan due- jiol briu^ members In 
justice, 
( 1 ) FA en when charged to ii^eudo 

members, im justice U meted 
out. 

li. The eomrmniitv cannot locate die re-
spon-ibthty for crime. 

ignores fundamental rights of others. 
Constitutional rights. 
a, T h e right to protection by Uw\\ 
h. T o trial bv iirrv. 
i\ To religious freedom. 
The inherent personal right of even - hu­
man being io liberty of thoughl, runseic-nrr 
and action. providing the rights of utheis 
arc nia interfered \\\ih. 
The Klan \> used fnr persona) hatreds and 
prejudices, 

Mties are a menace. 

is disruptive, 
It spreads religious prejudice. 

-Vu "Hy excluding non-protesfani religions 
fiom membership, 

h. By active propaganda again>t them of 
bigotry, intolerance, persecution, 

ll intensities class feeling, 
-a. 1( discriminates against all persons "\ 

foreign buih and negroes. 
ll plays upon Ihe particular prejudices of 
each locality. 
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4, Tt gives n^c to cummumtv IIIMVUHIV and 
suspicion. 
a. Men cannot tni^l even Uu'ir nri^bhr---

I», H is a political menace. 

1. Il undermines democratic- g'uvermnenL 
,1.' Interfere* in primarily, eWiiun- , in 

tti-nidak^ voieix etc. 
3K !S a menace In pohlkal ]i-irhv^ 

C. It dictates in olher American i n ^ i t u l m n ^ 

t. Til cdneylion, 
a. It N aUempitn£ \r. Mamp mil p m a u 

>chouls in (h'ctfms, 
h. It ha? dictated in regard i" teaching 

forces nnd curricula, 

I) . There are no evils snfficienL h> mMiu ih -Hf-
appoitHed work, 

1- Le^al machinerv ha^ noi f;uled. 

2. There i* no Catholic, k'wi-di. jic^ru. **i-
foreign m e n a c e 
a, Such claims arc ha>cd njjnn i-iiuranec 

or ni isreprt^cnlahun, or aiv di*^mn 
nated for per-nnaf i'nds 
(\) To i^ain ;uJlit:rtiiU> amim^ [ho-r 

prejudiced a#ain-M iherm 
(2*) T o force them h. "keep dieir 

placed' 
( 3 ) T o cover die Klan'- u-:i! plan-. 

3. It is the honorable v/av to deal with cur-
nipt ion. etc,, in the opm, tint 3r.- unJi-r 
ground method^. 

It is i-mdcsirablc in cvcr\ war . 

A- Tt belies manv of the ideal-- it | j iv;eud- n> up 
hold, 
1. Brotherhood is limited to tnrmher-fnp. 

2. Americanism is of i s own brand. 
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3. It breaks up homes by driving Us victims 
to disgrace and banishment. 

B. It fosters cowardice, 
1. I t leads men to condone ils evik for fear 

of arousing Us enmity, 
2. It cannot live in the open, 

a. Public opinion largely condemns it, 
b. When membership i.s exposal mem 

hers are forced to resign. 
3. It is cowardly in punishment and nets. 

C The real reason for ils existence is commei-
• ciaiism, 

1. Heavy membership and degree U'?* and 
annual dues enrich ils promoters. 

2. The safe of regalia nets large pronl, 
\). The insidious power it acquires is a grave fu­

ture danger. 
1. it is susceptible to abuse at any time under 

wrong leadership, 
a. Members must obey dictates or leave. 

2. Its avowed ideals are no guarantee of ob­
servance-
a. I t is well known that movements of 

high purpose degenerate with time. 
(1) The Camorra is an example of 

such degeneration, 
3. Its acquirement of power on a large scale 

would be a menace to government, 

NEGATIVE, 

The Ku KUix Klan stands for exalted ideals. 

A, It is an organization of the highest type, 
1. I t is on the same plan as other secret so­

cieties. 

2. It commemorates the sacrifice, service and 
achievements of the original Klan. 

3- It is legal-
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n. Incorporated nnder Lhe laws of Geor­
gia. 

4. lis membership is of the highest type. 
a. Men of moral and social standing, 
I). In manv cases ofhciak nl' Ehr nation, 

state, omnly rmd ciiy, 
X ft has an exalted ritualistic form of u m L 
It i,̂  a practical fraternity, Jt teml>: 
\. To promote the p of brotlierhond 

among its members. 
2. To protect womanhood ami the home, 
3. To help the weak, suffering, ami needy. 
*j. To build a better citizenship. 

a. Inculcates respect for law. 
U, Encourages use of the Iialkil. 

5. To act as a vigilance commit Iff, 
6. Jt is given to lhe pradrce of bruewk-no' . 
It upholds other high ideaK 
1, Patriotism. 

a. Allegiance to American institutions, 
(1) It aims to conserve, protect, am! 

maintain the distinctive institu­
tions and ideals of a pure Amer­
icanism. 

b- It is -pledged to protect the Constitu­
tion and the flag. 

c. It stands for America first among na­
tions. 

2. Christian ideals. 
a. While conceding the right of every 

man to worship in his own way, TE 
upholds the Christian religion n< op­
posed to Roman Catholicism, 

b. It encourages the study of Hie Bible, 
Z. Racial ideals. 

a. The supremacy of the white race rind 
of native-born Americans. 
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I l ic activities and ^minnle ul Mic Ku K l i i \ Klan 
arc juM'ilieiL 

A. I»\- ih f Ouholk" menace. 
1. The KTan i^ opp<»H lo Ihr tloinhialiori "in 

Ai 'U'ruMii l i l r of a foreign corlcM:jsik-;il 
polci i latr. 

i . I l opposes it with respect to tin- principle 
of Hie ^t*pnrntifm of ojun'ch ;mi1 rs^itc. 
IL opposes tin* i icl ivi l ics of thi ' Jesuits the 
nvi>i cunning, perMsk'm ;\nd f[eeeimil fiv> 
r>\ EVotvstant ChiTstianiu. 
It oppo-:^ nndne in f l im i i v l>y [he Kni^ 'hl-
of Columbus 

I'v t lu j nc:*n> problem, 
h The k lan oppose*- ni '^ru majoi-iEie-. at l lu 

polls, 
nr '1 lie wink- nee is the ruling race In 

inheritance, 
k I l can't be e.\peck'c] lo stiiTenrlev lo 

another control of" its viUil and fun­
damental ^'ovcrniyienlal affairs 

2. It oppose^ the. Teaching n\ social ecjEialiK 
a. (Vr tam n t^ ro f*r^miv;UEion^ and pcri-

odical.s attempt \n M I \ I vccrl uf diseoti-
tc i i l nnd raeial hatred In such teaeli-
1 3 1 ^ . 

3. The K!;in \< niherwise ihe friend i.f l lu' 
iic^-ro. 
; i . . \ o faw-.-ibidm^ person nf m i j V;K\ \ 

e r m l or color ha.- an^li l to fear frrnu 
ft. 

C hi rda i im i in |ew--„ 

1. They <(*'(.- unproductive ami moi iev-^vt t in^ 

2. Thcv ilo not stib-eriht* h> ihe Christian 
religion. 

] >. In relalfon lo llu.- Soreiini clement. 
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T l i c K ln i i upholds HXl JK'V aa i i Ann -n fa i i 
]M11. 

a l l is oppi^cd Ui hmM^n ldra lwai MI 

aJii^rancc 
i . El advoca te sfu>i]tK» ami j ictlrniln i>ii 

i l l i ^ r iUinn laws. 

rc-liUtcJII 1o conaipl ion and m i n e , 
Thrr t * i i much po ldka l cor rupt ion 
a. Sf jnu' fmK^ iluTt1 i> nu ivdrer— fur k'hi 

j^tn^ but Uu' Klan, 
T I K T C i> ^ n v m u n e n i v. i i hm irnvj/riniKMii 
i l icHi i iu i i . pracncalk- m i n o n h nik-. 
I ' r ivah: immoni l iU" ^••K--. impnnid^>>i. 
n o o l l i - ^ i n ^ i> carr ied mi . 

•r w;n\s i1i<_' KJan 1̂  dt i>injbj<\ 

i-. bnv-abulin^:. 
L a w U ^ dcud^ nave not ami w\\\ n--[ b-
trnmmiUcd liv it. 
a. Mobs have not heen onlvred aii'l iii-

r t r k ' d by ihc Klan a-. an ur^atn^.uior 
I 1 ) Manv mobs have b w i put <>U>" 

by lorot's opposed (ftthi' K!;ui !<• 
discredit \{. 

f 2) T IH 'V luiu- K T I 3 pm "U-r !>• 
indignant n t r / . rn^ *> n HIS.-

^ 1 lua ]\u\\- l i i v i i rirM*nnUrcl b. 
laM k̂ --. j^nnjp^ u"i"i ifii^'i i!!]\ a?'-
prepr in t ing rN naitK. 

U is not i k ' s i ^nn l tu a n n? IIH1 eapadu i-r 
a Jaw-cm rireeiTLCnt or moral v m - n i i i;; 
n^LMicv s jxct'pt M1 \;<r a^ nn/inKa-- mav a->-
.-dst regular officer-- nf Law lo apprchn id 
c r im ina l - and npltrrlrl h u . 

Tbc Rules ConimUH-'/ ol" C u i i ^ i T " i j n . - h 
^al j i ru if f a l l a l b> l i l r a rt>pnri a^ain-a il 
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'h IT. JI;LS invited inveshgation by the Depart­
ment of Justice and the Post office Depart 
men! ol its hooks, records, and fdes. 

B> It has been misrepresented. 
1, Newspaper have never ^iven their rrad 

cis the truth about it. 
2. Its accuser? are those who, ihnmg-b ^nilly 

conscience, fear it, 
C. Its secrecy is not to he condemned. 

1. Its power lies in the secrecy with which 
it is surrounded. 
a. It is necessary to fight its ciieniJt> 

with their own weapons. 
2. The Knights oF Columbus h;ive an u;iih ;is 

binding as the Klan. if not more so. 
I). There is no commercialism, 

Is The funds are properly and honorably 
handled in a business-like way. 

2, The dues collected are necessary in organi­
zation work. 

3, No official is profiting. 



REPRINTS 
KL; KKUX KLAX RIA A AI,' 

llic k u Klux Klan rr t^^rd .Mason and Uix<>u > lint- m 
the winter of l92U-il . Jvcvived in the eolith some is\ t: 
years ago, this secret, oath-bound organization dwU had it-
origin in the troublous times of the reconstruction period 
following the Civil W a r in America. began during the 
winter just past to extend its activities into the north and 
westT with the avowed intention of uniting n a m e d i o r u 
white Christians to r concerted action in the p r o e n a U o n 
of American institutions and the supremacy of the white 
race. 

in New York Ciiy and in other c e n t e r even itirlher 
distant from the region in which the original Ku khrx 
Kkm was active there have heen planted nuclei of the 
revived organisation, according to the Matemrnts ot H-
officials. H o w many such center^ h a \ e been e-tabh^hed 
in the north and w o t and the extent of the membership 
are not revealed- As in the original Ku KIux Khui, mem 
hers are known only to each other ; the general puhtn i-
permitted to know only certain national officei> connected 
with the organization. 

To the average American the mention of !he nnmc 
suggests terrorism- The mental picture of the Ku K l n v 
to those to whom the words conjure up an\ menial \m 
lure at all, is of" a band of ^hite-robed, hooded rnh r-. 
appearing inyMeriouslv onl of the darkness and po>reed 
iug, silenth and with complete discipline^ 1o r x r i i t r ^nn r 
ex t ra l ega l mission of warning or of priv;in> u i ^ ' j i m c 
That, at least, is the reaction of the avrr.igr noidi 'Mi 

- By .Frank Parks'- Siockbridgc*. Currtn* HirtifO.- Mat^ , HI- Xf*- V J I 1 

T ' t n t ^ 14 ; i?-£$- April, 19s?, 
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white man, whose knowledge of the K.u KIILK Klan is 
derived entirely from reading or the "movies/ ' To him 
it is something like the Vigilantes of early California days 
or the "Ni^ht Riders" of the Kentucky tobacco war of 
ibe carlv twentieth century; ibe words CEUTV to hi,s ears 
an unmistakable flavor of lynch law, and, if IK: be old 
enough to have read the writings of Albion \\\ Tourgee 
and other northern authors who wrote of the south in the 
reconstruction period, he cannot escape the implication 
of lawless oppression of the negro by the white, 

ATTITUDE OF T H E NORTH 

That substantially the impression set down above is 
that prevailing in the north, where any impression of Llic 
Ku KIux Klan at all exists, is probably a conservative 
statement of the fad, \l was doubtless Mich an impression 
that led the mayor of New York to declare, in a public 
letter, that the entrance of the Ku KIux Klan into the 
metropolis would not be tolerated. An assistant district 
attorney, Alfred } . Taller, since elevated lo the bench of 
the General Sessions, took occasion m the autumn of 
192(1, when it was staled in newspaper dispatches fhal 
the Klan was about to extend its organization into tile 
north, lo write a letter to (lie newspapers declaring ihnf 
any attempt on the part oF Ihe Ku KIux to r^vvy or? in 
the county of New York what he regarded a* its O t ­
toman activities would be the signal for action In ihe 
criminal authorities of the connlv. Mr, Taller tindoybf-
edlv voiced the jjencral northern view, at that time, of [he 
Ku KIux K l a a 

Alfred J. Talley, Assistant District Attorney of New-
York, when informed of the effort to organize a Ku Klu.\ 
Klan in New York Chv, expressed himself as follows: 

There is no room in the great, broadminded state of Nciv 
York for so tin-American an organization 35 the Ku KIux Kla-n 
The pretension that it apparently makes to patriotism enforce^ 
Saroirel Johnson's ddlnition of patriotism, "The last retiree of n 
pcoiuidrel" No sec ref oath 1™ 11 ml organization is neerHt to pr*-
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serve and perpetuate devotion to the American governing lit, sior 
to uphold the laws of the land, and the Constittiti^n upon which 
our government is founded. 

Mr, Talley referred to the organization as composed 
of "narrow-minded bigots" ami "scareheaded fanatics, 
who a rc opposed to everything that Abraham Lincoln 
stood (or. 

T h t r c h no place for llieni in N<-\y Yi>rkt ;irt*1 the dikzctis 
and real Americans will set linn face? against them ajid their 
wild asp i rati oris. 

W h e n this announcement was published on December 
17, 1920, Will iam Joseph Simmons of Atlanta, ' in. , -typ­
ing himself "Imperial Wiza rd of the Ku Khrx Klan." 
telegraphed Mr. Tallev, asking him whether he had hcer 
correctly quoted, whereupon Mr. Talley ^ent thi- ixply i 

T was correctly quoted, and my remark? were directed ^perjf-
icyjly nl your organization. 

As Vi^w^u [N TUU So i r rn 

T o ihe sonthe.ni white man, however, the name of 
this organization hrmgs up a different picture 

" T h e Kn Klux K h m saved hie south" L the expres­
sion in which he sums u p hi a phrase a point of view 
which has grown Into a fixed tradition in the Mate> of the 
former Confederacy. T o the average southern white man 
of today Ihe name of the. Ku Klux Klan. after the 1ap>c 
<«f half a century, typifies alt that was hesl and finest in 
ihe eliivalrv of the old sonfh. ft eoitcee-^ to hjm (he im-
pressiou of valiant men resisting tvranuw n] iln.- salva­
tion of the white race from threatened nc^ro domination 
(with all thai that implied socially a> v> eh a^ politically}, 
and of the rescue of the white womanhood ol the south 
from a frightful and ever-present peril, 

The purpose of the Ku Klu\ ' Kfan lias he-en --\mpa-
(heticat)v recorded hv Pr , Wal t e r Lvnwood Fleming, 

I- • • .V _ 

Professor of Historv in Ihe Vanderhilt I 'uiversitv, who 
edited Lester and WilsonV "ffisforv of Hie Kn Klux 

sonthe.ni
file://--/mpa-
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Klan" and is the author of several historical books and 
articles dealing with the reconstruction period. 

"The object [of the Ku Klux K[an] was to proteel 
the whites during the disorders that followed the Civil 
War , and to oppose the policy of the north toward the 
south/ ' says Di\ Fleming in an article in the Encyclo­
paedia Britamiica, "The result of the whole movement 
was a more or less .successful revolution against the re­
construction and an overthrow of the ^ovenmicnts based 

V T 

on negro suffrage." 

OjU<HN OL' T l t l i OliOlLR 

Formed in 1865 at Pulaski, T e n n v as a social d u b of 
\oung white nieu. with what Dr, Fleming calls "an ab­
surd ritual and a strange uniform/ ' it was soon discov­
ered by the members that "the fear of it had a great 

.influence over the lawless but superstitious blacks." In 
the difficult situation confronting the conquered south, it 
was inevitable that this power to terrorize should be 
availed of. "Soon/ ' says Or. Fleming:, "the club ex­
panded inlo a great federation of regulators, absorbing 
numerous local bodies that had been formed in the ab­
sence of civil law and partaking of the nature of $h>: old 
Knglish neighborhood police and the ante-bellum slave 
patrol." 

Among the conditions and causes thai enabled the 
tvu-Klu:\ Klan to develop in two or three years into the 
most powerful instrument of regulation in the whole 
.south, Dr. Fleming enumerate* these: 

l£The absence of stable government in ihe south for 
several years after Ihe Civil W a r ; the corrupt and tyran­
nical ride of ihe alien, renegade and negro; the disfran­
chisement ! |f whites: the spread of ideas of social and 
political equality among ihe negroes ; fear of negro insur-
redi ims; dsc i n n i n g of ihe neer*i jnililia and l!m dismaii 
\n£ i>{ while*: outr;ig<-^ upon white women by black men ; 
the influence of northern adventurers in the Freedmen's 

file:///oung
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Bureau nnd the Union 1 .e.n^'ue in alienating lliu r a r e - , the 
humiliation of Confederate soldiers rtfter | I U T had h*-<-ii 
paroled—in general, Ihe insecurity fell by ^ondn-ni w bn<-r 
flu ring the decade after the ml)a[ise nf jr.*- r n n f ^ J r i a o 

"TEIJC iNVrnusu-. KM run-:" 

In its perfect organisation the old Ku Kkix I\l;m had 
rit its head, with ihe t ide of Oram I Wiyard. t ieneral Xa-
than Bedford Forres t , tin1 former (. nnU'dende >/;nalrv 
leader whom General William T e n i n ^ c h Sherman char­
acterised as : 'Uie most remarkable man tin- ("nil War 
produced on either side." The (irand Wi/anE rnl^d ilu-
"Invisible E m p i r e / ' which consisted of l3u- entire Maiih. 
Over each state or " rea lm" presided a "( . rand Mra^oJi." 
Counties were ' 'provinces," each wilh \i< "firarul i i i a n i " ; 
a group of conn ties was a "Dominion" ruled In a " tn 'and 
T i t a n " and local units were " d e n s / ' over which the 
"Grand Cyclops*"' held sway. Stall ' officers bur r >-neh ti t le-
as Genii, H y d r a s , Fur ies . Goblins, Night Hawk- . Ahi^i. 
Monks and T u r k s , while individual memher* w i-rc 

The constitution of the Ku K h i \ Klan t 'ike thai 'U 
the similar though larger organization, the KnujfiN n( 
the "White Camelia and several smaller g roup- having 
Ihe same general purposes, contained certain de*-1araiion-
of principles which Professor Fleming IIHI- summar ize - : 

To prolect arid succor the weak attd iinmnimale <*p.n;-d!y 
the widows and orphans o£ Confederate "03dieis; fo prc-tei-i 
members of the white race in life, honor and property from tlu-
<-ncrnnchments of the blacks; to oppose ihe Radicnl ftipiiMiY:m 
Parly and the Union League; !o defend o*in*LihiEi<>n;*] MHTLV, 
lo present usurpation, to emancipate life WIIUL'?. n*;tinl;im peao' 
and order, the laws of God, the prinefpk-s t>i ijjt> ;iin? t\w 
political and social supremacy of Use while race—;n short, [,• 
appose African influence hi government and -ru-k-h- :n;J to pre-
rem any intermingling of the racc\*. 

Native whites, largely disfranchised hceaiee <d [lieir 
active participation in the rebellion, formed one imdeU 
of the foetal s t ruc ture of ihe south at ihe ch.M- <,f the 
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Civil W a r ; the other part was composed of the newly 
enfranchised blacks, the n o r t h e r n white m a n (cal led ^car­
pe t -baggers" ) w h o par t ic ipated in the eftort to set u p a 
negro government in the sou thern s tates and ;t modicum 
of na t ive whites who cooperated with them, known as 
" sca lawags . " The Kit Klux movement WIL^ an effort nf 
the first elnss to destroy the control of (he .second rhi-s . 

i><>MK oi'- 'nil': IVIj-iTuons 

Professor F leming cays: 

/

* To control the negro, the Klan flayed nnon his superstitious 
fears by having night p;iirols, parades and drills of silent horse­
men covered vJth while sheets, carrying skulls with eoafs of fire 
for eyes, sacks of bones to rattle and wearing hideous masks. , 
Mysterious signs and warnings were sent to disorderly negro 
politicians. The whiter who were responsible for the conduct 
of llie blacks were warned or driven away by social or business 

\ ostracism or by violence. Nearly all southern whites . . . took 
HP-art. in the Kn Kins movement As the work ni' the societies 

succeeded they gradually passed out of existence. In some com­
munities they fell into ihe control of violent men and became 
simply bands o£ outlaws . , , and the anarchies] aspects of the 
movement excited the north to vigorous condemnation, 

T h e Uni ted States Congress in 1871-72 enacted laws 
in tended to b reak up the K u K I u x and o t h e r secret so -
c ie t ies : .several hundred a r res t s were m a d e and several 
convict ions followed. Much of the violence w a s checked, 
but the movemen t undoubtedly accomplished its prime 

• purposes of g iv ing protect ion to the whites , r educ ing the 
blacks to o rde r , dr iving out the ' 'carpet-baggers '* and 
null ifying the laws that had placed die sou the rn wIni--> 
u n d e r control of the par ly of the former s laves . 

I t is easy to see frnoi the above sketch whence both 
the nor the rner and (he sou the rner derive the i r con t ra ry 
impress ions of the organizat ion. T h e fo rmer r emembers 
t he congressional investigations and trials of t he K u K l u x 
leaders , the evidence adduced of violence and law-break-
ing, of the whipping of negroes and of carpet -baggers and 
even of men being dragged from their beds and s la in ; 
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the latter remembers, or has had handed down to him 
the story of the time when, to quote from Wood row Wil­
son's "History of the American People/ "'adventnreE--
swarmed out of the north, as much the n i r r n i ^ of ..ne 
race as of the other, to co/cn, beguile nm\ t^e die iH^i^'ifv 
The white men were aroused by a mere instinct of -e]f 
preservation—until al laM there sprung into e\ t - lenre a 
great K n KIux Klam a veritable empire of die south. in 
proteet (he .southern country. ' 

That the occasion which gave rise to the original Ku 
KIux movement was a real crisis, affecting the welfare 
and happiness of a whole people, the impartial historian 
of today may well concede; that in meeting the erisi- by 
the means that were used the south was fighting for the 
preservation of what it deemed right, even holy, with the 
onlv weapon at its command, is hardly In be controverted. 

Kir K L U X KLAXT TODAY 

What crisis, what menace to tlie ideals and the civil­
ization of any considerable body of people exi<K today 
to give vitality to the revival of the Ku KIux Ktan after 
the lapse of fifty years? Unless; some satisfying answer 
can be made to that question, the subject is hardly one 
to be treated seriously; unless there exists for it H be­
lieved by a great number of persons that there doe- exist i 
a read need for the banding together of native-born white 
Christians hi a militant organization for mutual prulee-
tinn, any organization based on such a premier muM in 
evitably fall to pieces of its own weigh!. And while die 
original Ku KIux Klau was purely sectional in tK aciivi 
lies, whereas the revived Kn KIux Klan is extending n> 
field to the entire United Stales, the ground for tN exi-t-
encc and continued growth must be sought in national 
rather than in local conditions. 

Par t of the answer to the question jusi pinpounded 
is not difficult to deduce from such of the literature M 
the Ku KIux as is permitted to be distributed to those 
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nut affiliate! wilh the organisation; part of it is con­
tained in Mntcmeuts by hi^h officials M the organisation 
or published with iheh ^auction, 
~~ T I J e v e r y iihjMin T ^ \ r 9 M M J4 in I lit .k i n n - h r : o hpi ' i M r p . 

in At lanUi luv i n f o r m a I ion is Mi l l a p r i n u - d h i r i n nl i | i ie -

t i o m i a i r e . Ol" i h o t w e n h i j u e s i i o n s a s k e d mi l l i is j>a|iei\ 

w h i c h imi>t lie 111 led out a n d M ^ n e d h e l o r e f u r t h e r j n l o r 

m a t ion is vo iK 'h>afed n i n e s e e m t o be p e r t i n e n t to t h e 

p o i n t u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n , T h e s e a r e ; 

Were your parents born in the Cutter! State-; of A i n r n n t ? 
.Are ytiii ;i hentUe or a .k-tv? 
_\TL' YOU of thi? white raoe or o] a colored ra re? 
Do von beb< \ c in the prima pk',^ of u p u n ' AnH'Hrainsin;' 
Ho Hill brtirvi- LSI v,"tiiUJ ^upri'M^iry? 
What ir. y«uv pujilies? 
What is your religions ku lh? 
Uf wtiai r e g i o n s faith arc vonr parenfs? 
Mo yon m\t» nny knul (ti" LtHcKiaiKO lo ;niy furHeii nation, 

l invenimrnt , iiiMitntii-nth H'I"[, people, n d r r n r person?-

To the inquirer sending in the questionnaire satis­
factorily filk'd out there become available pamphlets £iv-
itig details of the organization*** present purposes and 
principles. To quote from one of these pamphlets: 

Tlje purpose D\ the modern ICti Klux Klmi Is to [nrittcatc Ihe 
sacred principles and noble ideals of chivalry, (fie devetopmeni <M 
character , the- protection of tin? home and the cbas^ ty <jf woman­
hood, the exempli ile:tt ion of a pure and prachoal f>ul Holism 
tOW^Vfl nnr jilnrvm^ ronnOy, die pi cservaLoii of ALnei-iean iiUj;»ls 
and riislitnii'ms. and the nunnienuticr of while MipiTmacy.. . , 
On ly native-Lorn while Amri-ieati ciii-/eiis. \\h--i liHieve in the 
tenets i>f llu" ^ lirWiian religion anil who owe no allodia nee of 
any decree ot nahirv In any foreign ^uycrnment or in-Uiti.ilSon, 
reli^iou^ or political, or lo any -eel , pmplc o r i>i_asmt?, a r e 
eligible foi membership. 

< J.AS^KS T f l \T Al?F TCvKttITi 

Five chases of persons are at once barred by this 
pronouncement. Thev are : (\ ) negroes, (2) lapanese 
and olher Orientals. (3) Roman Gohulics, (4) jew^, 
(5) all foreign I mm persons. 

file:////h--i
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Wi thou t rpiestionim;" the r ig lu ol die K O K lnx UT r>! 
anv oi l ier organ ize HUT JO M-1 M ] > i l ^ JMVII tpsalineati^n 
for membership and h> ex< Inde anv nidividnal <>i an i 
rnvjup ' i f individuate, r[ ^ *)l" inheres! U> in»h' l l fal lfn- Imn 
groups parhealni Iv excluded in Hii^ instamv a n \ ra rh 
in ' I I ' ^ I T C v n m n g wil t i local condit ions. i hes l o rm c e n t e r 
nf prcsent-flav racial arila^-misms in [he I ni ied Sta i r - , 

An t i -Semi t i c propaganda i> more open ami a r l n e hi 
Amer ica than at any time in recent hi>tnrv. 

T o the mass mind of America the; Irs^h tpie^iiun i^ 
chieflv a re.Hpous quest ion; the j^sne at stake the c a n n d 
uf I re land bv the Roman Catholic Church, and the | ^ r 
;astenL cHort ol Ihc American suppm1ei> of Sinn Fein \<< 
anj iHc antagonism in tins entinlrc Inward h.n^hinil a Mib 
Me piece ol religious propaganda, Oitile- r e ^ a i d l e ^ <>\ M^ 
t ruth or falsi tv. iherr can he nn doubt ol \U<* w'uU- at 
ceptrtnee. of this view bv a hire:'" proport ion of ( 'n i t i^ ( :mi 
Americans, 

Tha t the Japanese uucMiun \< a tremendously Atn l 
issue west of the Rockies k a famil iar fact to e\ ery new — 
paper reader; if is equally true thai the anl i - jnpane-e 
sentiment of the Pact fie eoasi is shared by a large propor­
t ion o f Amer icans in other sections, who have become 
convinced that the iuiere^as of the nation are M'Hou^h 
menaced bv Japanese occupation of Cal i fornia [;md-. and 
Unit \\",\r w i th japan mac oen i r at ni iv l ime. 

Tin-; NVoi;o <J r K < T f c J - x 

New impehts has been given to the IU-^TO nue-a.ion. 
more par i i jn i lar lc in I he south, Inn In MJIIIL- c\n-nr 
throughout tlie countrv. bv condemns arising fruin the 
war. The great demand for labor during1 die war bnuudn 
rdmut the greatest i n i t i a t i o n in luMnry of negn'e- f rom 
Ihe >onlh to the nor th . H igh wage>, north anil ^ a i d e 
raided the negro for n t ime to inrheard-of pinnacles " f 
affluence. Then tlie sudden slump in business threw bach 
iulo idleness thousands who had beeome areu-himed to 
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"easy money. ' Many of diese. found themselves' hum f 
dreds of miles from their homes with no means of re- i', 
turning; large fractions of tbe whole number had for­
gotten their old liabit of docility in Ihrir brief period of I 
financial independence and vvnlnred in assert their rights 
as citizens in -a manner offensive to the dominant white 
race, 

Renewed agitation for the recognition of the negro on 
the plane of complete equality wilh the white* wa.s one 
of the inevitable results of the war conditions thai pnf 
(lie ii£[>ro worker on tbe same economic plane tvidi She 
white workman; the negro soldier and officer into tin: 
same uniform zntl the same service as the white soldier. 
Tbe demands of the National Association for the Ad­
vancement of tbe Colored People for tbe abolition of 
segregation of the races 111 tbe government departments 
at Washington, the reduction of Congressional representa­
tion in the southern states in proportion as the negro is 
disfranchised, tbe pardon of the imprisoned soldiers of 
tbe Twenty-fourth Infantry held in Leavenworth for the 
Houston riots, the abolition of "Jim Crow" cms on inter­
state railroad trains and the appointment of negro As­
sistant Secretaries of Labor and Agriculture are pointed 
to bv officials of tbe Ku Klux Klan as proof that white 
.supremacy is now acutely and nationally menaced. The 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, in turn, has included in its published statement 
of purposes "Tbe defeat, bv even - legitimate means, of 
tbe nefarious "Ku Klux Klan, both south and north." So 
the issue here, at least, 5s squarely joined. 

N.moNAT, EX(\\NSTOEST Soo<nrr 

Jt is on .such grounds as those just enumerated that 
the revived Ku Klux Klan bases its expectation of ex­
tending beyond the boundaries of the south. It bas been 
in existence, this present-flay successor of the old Ku 
Klux, since the latter part of 1015, when it was chartered 
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• as a legitimate fraternal ruga nidation by die Mate of 
' Georgia, The originator of the idea of reviving the old 

institution under the oM name was Colonel William fo-
seph Simmons of Atlanta, now Profes>or uf Southern 
History in Lanier University, Associated wiih him in ihe 
application for a charter from the state of Georgia wtro 
three sui-viving" members of the old Ku Khix Khin. 3>v 
virtue of this fact the new Klan declare.- it-el I, in i ^ o in­
stitution, to be the only legil imak heir of tin- original 
organisation, with ^ole rights to all its ^gn-~h -^vmbi.K, re­
galias, ek\ It is organized un Mintlar 1ine^ to tin- original 
Kn Klux Klan, with similar, though sfigbth different, 
titles for its officers. Colonel -Simmons i^ (lit- "Imperial 
Wizard" or supreme liead of the ureter, the Jul: title of 
which is " T h e Invisible Kmpire, Knight- of tht- Ku KILIN 

K l a n / ' T h e old regalia of white robe ami pnimed cap 
covering the face of the wearer is retained in tin- new 
organization, which claims to be fully organizer! through­
out the south and to have a considerable number of focal 
nuclei planted in half or more of the states. 

PRETENDS TO UPHOLD L A W 

Cooperation with the authorities oi the law i- ^el forth 
as one of the tenets of the revived Ku KIUN Klan. "Be­
cause. certain individuals at various times have ennimined 
acts of violence under cover of d a r k u e ^ and shielded \>\ 
masks and robes somewhat resembling die ofnchd regalia 
of the Ku Klux Klan," says one of thv Jirgani^'itjun'-
official pronouncements. "[hey have been e l a t e d ;*- mni i ' 
hers of this organization. The Ku Klux Klan i- ;i Mncib 
law-abiding organization, and every member i- -worn l" 
uphold the law at all times and to assist ofheer- >.f ihe 
law in preserving peace and order whenever the ncea-ioit 
may arise, and any member violating this onili would he 
banished forever from the organization. 

Among the principles for which this organisation 
stands a r e : Suppression of graft by public office holder- ; 
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pruveiiimt£ the censes of ntob violence mid lynrhui£s ; pre­
venting Lin-\varranled strikes by foreign ag i ta tors ; sensi­
ble and patriotic immigration l aws ; sovereignty of slate 
riyhK under the CoiMitnlroi i ; si-parallon i>f church ami _ 
M:tU\ 'md freedom of speei h ;nid press. a freedom ^icli 
a^ doe-; noi slrike at nor imperil our ^overmueul or ilir 
elicri>hed msthi i l ions of our people / ' -.-^""J-

Anifjni; the membership of die old Kn Klux Kluii 
w r r r m;mv northern soldiers. members of the army of 
occupation -cut into the soudi a l t e r the Civil W a r le. pre­
serve order and maintain the reconstruction govern in en ts 
in power. In the new Ku Kltix Klan, It is elated, arc to 
be found state, county and municipal officials of every 
decree, police utbeers and men, as well a,s a number of 
Lhiilcd Stafes officials, Senators and members of Con­
gress. 

O X K INST^NCI-" o r O FIXATION'S 

] low the Klan operates may best be indicated l>y 
ijuoling from statements publicly made by author i ty of Us 
national officials. Birmingham, Ala., recently had a "wave 
of crime." The K u KUix Ktan offered its services to the 
city officials to help s tamp nut evil conditions. The offer 
was accepted, and the seven hundred local members di­
rected their e f fo r t , in secret, against criminals and ; ,nn-
desirables ' ' of both races. The i r claim tbat thev rendered 
valuable assistance to the police is supported bv the fael 
tbat they a>sert that die Chief of Police of "Birmingham 
sent a telegram to the Chief of Police of Nashville, Tenn. . 
when be learned thai a branch of the organization was jo 
he eMahlished there, heartily endorsing The Ku Khix 
movement. Thev claim thai many such letters ni~\d lelc- • 
grains of endorsement from mayors , sheriffs and chiefs of 
police of southern cities are on rile in the K l a u s head-
ifuarf ers. 

Jn Jacksonville, Ida., the method of a public parade at 
night was adapted, Several hundred members of the 
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{ k lan, garbed in robes and hourly rode through die ri\y> 
scattering printed placards which read: 

\ Y \KXl, \ r<-—UfUttlSlK^T-MiS, BUT IJ WJIITk A M ' Hi V K. \ \ L K:"'M 
tUl- . T l T I S U3AFI.\ i ; , TJUKVINX A.NIl I'KfJtt l . l . \ 1 . .M^J lWj i M' ^ J S i • T 

KWJGH'IS i'l- T M I. Kl" Kl l \ \ Kl A \ 

V bi&h official of die Kn Khix Klan inhl Uw w 3-11*.-* m 
n dramatic though less spectacular demou-inition ol \h--
organization's methods. l ie minted ihcil in one u U . m 
which it way wel! organised, an investigation mm undet 
lying conditions making- for crime and disorder indicated 
that the chief trouble lay in. the manner hi which one "i" 
the- city's courts was conducted. A special mmmint-e, he 
says, with an expert investigator emplo\ed ; >pcm uxvk^ 
in drawing up what amounted to an indictment of Ou-
judge of this court. The document w ^ handed m ihe 
judge with a JcUcr, signed by the Kn K!u.\ Klan, a-dmig 
luiu U> read the charges and to realize' thai his iu!tuc 
course would he as carefullv seniUni/H ^ hi^ paM ar-
lions. He stated there was no threat, no demand lor ln-
resignation; on the eontrarv, the belie I was exprew-d 
that he could and would reform the condition^ in hl--
courl, "A year later,'' said ihe official \\ ho told tld> -m>r . 
''I W;LS talking wilh a scry eminent jurl-l \din •' :i-
lamiliar with the conditions hi this court.- lie *ah! U-:ii 
the improvement that had hecti observed in it- conduct 
had been a matter of the greatest gralilicaiion io In in, .md 
that he had been unable to account lor it until i mid ]iw\ 
how it was brought about." 

The power of the Ku KIu.\ Klan today, like dial or 
its prototype of half a century ;iî i>. Me- in ihe M'l 'nn ;md 
imMerv with which it and its operations are Min'oiuulcd 

ts_mcmbers are known only to each other and may not 
disclose the fact of their membership to outsider-, i >ui-
side the Klan none znn kmnv whether ih-» warning- an 
backed I'v lun men or thousands in auv commimUv T< • 
flic assertion that there is no nerd and no room ini -uui 
an extra le^al institution to enforce law ;n\>\ n H o . dn 
oflkcrsof the Klan point to the new^pa|>cr ebr^nv/b-- • r 
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crime and disorder in every part of the country. To the 1 
charge that they arc a negro-whipping organization, thriv­
ing on race prejudice, they reply that no law-abiding 
person of any race, creed or color has anything to fear 
from (hem ; they assert that they are the friencta of every 

>elf-respecting man, black or white, hut that they main-
lain the inherent supcriontv ot the Caucasian .stock, and 
that their order intends to use every legitimate means to 
retain it in control of America, 

KU KLUX K L A N — W H O — W H Y — W H A T 1 

The history of civilization has many instances in 
which a race, religious or class consciousness has come 
and swept all before it, and often these revolutions of 
thought have found expression in secret orders, 

The Maccabeans, the early Christians, the Crusaders. 
the Reformation, the French Revolution, Cromwell's 
Commonwealth, the Boston Tea Party and many other 
great solvents in civilization were only able to effectively 
oppose the establishment of, or throw off the yoke of, 
Tyranny by shrouding their work in secrecy during the 
movement's early stages. 

Among the great secret movements of the world'* 
history that have been brought into existence to right the 
wrongs of humanity, there is no more shining example 
than the original, genuine order of the Ku Klu.x Klan 
which was organized in hS66, and after accomplishing its 
noble purpose, vntmithrily disbanded by order of its 
Grand Wizard, General Nathan Bedford Forrest, in the 
vear 1870, 

The Ku Klvx Klan—The Invisible Empire—was: the 
great idea of American reconstruction. W e say "Ameri­
can reconstruction" for the reason that all America was 
affected by reconstruction influences. The south most of 
all, yes, but nevertheless—all; for the great threat to the 
white race that loomed on I he horizon of the south would 

3 From A Ji C ->f the Ku Kl"x KUIT, KU Kfux Kl.in Vr??..--, AH^ni.i. 
Georgia. 
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J have spread throughout the entire nation, had nut the 
White robe o£ the Ku Klux Klan kept un revealed thoMi 
courageous and devoted hearts that were consecrated to-
saving the Anglo-^axon civilization of our country, pro­
tecting the homes and well-being of our people and .shield­
ing the virtue of womanhood. 

# T h c original Ku Klux were no I cut laws or moral <ic~ 
generates, nor did they perpetrate outlawry. They were 
men of moral and social standing and their leaders were 
men of sterling character and unquestioned culture. The}' 
reverently bowed to the sou! of real law and swore to 
enforce its principle of justice, protection and the pur­
suit of happiness. Their strong arm fought valiantly for 
the preservation of the integrity of the race against the 
cruelly of base, unjust and tyrannical legislation and in­
sufferable conditions created bv a horde ot conscience-
less, diabolical, greed and lust-crazed adventurers that 
swarmed down from the north to use the negro for (.heir 
own damnable, selfish ends. These adventurers poisoned 
the minds of and brutalized the inoffensive negro and 
converted many of them into human beasts h\ their cheap 
whiskey and glaring promises of rich reward and loosed 
them armed and inflamed upon the sacred privileges and 
persons of the suffering and defenseless southern people, 

The Ku Klux Klan stood firmly upon the Milcnm 
promise of the federal government made-through Cei r 
eral Grant to General Lee, 'md Ihe rights of citizens 
vouchsafed by the Constitution and it swore allegiance 
lo the principles of that Constitution. Jt was ihe defender 
of justice, tha enforcer of civil and racial law and the 
great regulator of the galtnj^ irregularities uf proslhuEed 
law at the hands of so-called men, the mentioning of 
whose names h an insult to the Hood of the race of 
Caucasian stock. It struck from the neck of the wounded, 
Heeding, pauperized ^n<\ prostrated south the dirly hod 
of the degenerated outlaw—the "scalawag" and Ihe "far 
pet-haggiu" and Ihe misguided, lust-crazed ivgr*\ md 
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made possible the birth of the greatest nation of all tin", ic 
—the re-United States of America; it destroyed the fa ­
natic's vile hope of the amalgamation of the races, firmly/ 
established the most valuable heritage of the race—white 
supremacy—forever, and restored the people of Wash­
ington, Jefferson, Marion and their compatriots in the 
founding of the nation to their rightful place in the 
peerless pleasure of American citizenship. 

In all history no people has ever suffered such tor­
turous humiliation and endured such intense woe as the 
people of the south during the frightful night of the 
American reconstruction, and God only knows what the 
ultimate result would have been had the atrocious recon­
struction scheme of those contemptible politicians who 
conceived and engineered it gone on to a successful con-

. summation, 
j - - / The most vicious and deadly enemies of both races 
* / were the dirty carpet-bagger and his vile henchmen— 
/ the scalawag—who together controlled the Freedman's 

Bureau and other organizations and perpetrated the most 
r abominable outrages on humanity known in the annals of 

civilization. They had at their beck and call the coin-
- bined powers of a great nation wei! trained in arms, and 

detachments of troops were in every county in the south. 
By them the law and the Constitution were regarded as 
"mere scraps of paper'7; for, under the so-called martial 
law the whim and word of every petty military com­
mandant was enforced and no one dared to question, 
dispute or complain. No man's home was safe, the chas­
tity of womankind was not secure, and the property right 
of the people was a thing of the past. 
- This was the terrible condition, unparalleled in his­
tory. which was ruthlessly imposed upon the southern 
people. The devil and his most infamous imps held un­
disputed sway. The night was dark; for all the stars 
had gone out. To correct this condition and to break 
the greedy grasp of this unutterable tyranny called for 
mystery and action; mystery complete, and action drastic, 


