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KU KLUX KLAN

JULIA E. JOHNSEN, Compiler

INTRODUCT ION

i - ‘I"l'" ’ > - =
The R Kl l*x T B anomaly i Aonerican Hie.

The extrome scereey with which i is sheauded and the
Aappacent spresd of mwembership it the Housands i
prachcaliy every state of the Unione wath attempted cn-
trance also mito Canada Tmt:| ingland, make eboth dif-

i RRRT

dﬁ_}!

T

E&’ﬂ‘ﬁﬂﬁﬁi@iﬂn_jfiﬂ%lﬂ;élﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬂiﬁiiﬁ"

E.]
=
-~

= hecuit and impartant to e into the open reliable facts
B oand A clear gnmr:-uhu%mn of the dnner nature of this

ecxtraneous ~octal organi=m.

The present Ko Flux Blan cmbraces Hu OrUarzation
o led in 1915 at Atlanta, Georgia, by Colonel Willian
loseplh Xinumens, professing (o compmemoraie the historie
Kt KNlux Kl of I"L"K"HH:-%{]'llt’TfH'ﬁ'E%ih‘t}'m Avcenrding (o
Colaiel Ninvvons belore the Rules Committier in Cone
T gress il membership iin 1921 Wit approxiaately ninetly
e Lo Dinety-five thousaed, Ts growth s augmented by a
= gty oreanized svstens of propaganda. Save for a few
= af e executive and ororiang officials, it members are
'. gensally unknown, SAmeny 1S late manifestations i the
f”ﬂrriuﬂil of an auxibiary wonan’s divison Koown g
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the “Kamelia,” and a movement styled the “Great Aueriy
can Fraternity” has also been ascribed to its activities.

The material on the Ku Klux Klian is frankly onc;
sided. The press is, as a rule, hostile or at best neutral
For its delense one must po to such publications and
statements as emanate feom within jts own vrganisn o
few orgamizations are actively combatting i, Foremost
among these are the Awmerican Unity League, with ot
fices at 127 North Dearborn Street, Chicago, which leaguc
“also publishes a weekly paper “Tolerance,” and the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union, 100 Fifth Avenue, New York.
The Catholic, negro, and Jewish organizations also op-
pose 1t.

The present pamphlet has been inchided iy the Reler-
ence Shelf m response to a demand for refegence ma-
terial on this subject. The attempt has been ma&".ff by the
compiler to avoid bias and let the facts speak fory them-
selves to the diseriminating, as is in keeping with qhe es-
tablished practice of the debaters’ series of publicktions.
To this end representative material is included sfetting
forth both the aims and defense of the Klan arpd the
arguments of the opposition,
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BRIEF

Wagowven: That ithe Ku Ausy Klan should be condemned
by all right-thinking Awmericans,

AFFIRMATIVE

I. The Ku Klux Klan should be condemned because
its principles ave destructive and wrong.

AL

a

It is founded on the principle of fiasibie gov-
LrIment.

1. Ttz membership i3 masked and unkoown.
2.1t tries to control outside affairs.

a. Legithnate sccret societies o not ar-
rogate to themselves contrp] over ex-
ternal affairs.

3. Membership is concealed under gatl.

It places itself above law.
1, The Klan itself commits crunc in the name
of righteousness.
a. Murder, kidnapping, wvinslence, Hog-
ging, et
i, It disregards lawfully clecied obhcers
Al legal machinery,
2. Klun loyalty 15 made more binding than
civic toyalty.
a. Members will not testiiy against oie
another.
3. It 1s an arbitrary tribunal.
It is irresponsible.
1.  There s no effective control of Iocais.
4. Recaleitrant “dens” can only have
their chariers vevoked.
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(1) This s done only under pros-

surc ol public opimion,

(23 It does not preveni the mem-,
hers conthnuing activitices, using
regalia, cote.

2 I case ol crime there is no punishment

of ofenders. _
a4, Fhe Klan docs not bhring members o
justee.

(1y Bven when chargal to pecuilo
mremibers, no justice 1s o medord
ot,

b, Fhe commuomty ciomoi loente the e
sponsibithiv For crime,

I3, Tt tgnoves Tundamental rights ol others,

1. Constitutional rights,

1. Phe right to protection by Jaw,

o Totnal by qury.

e, To rehigrous freedom.

The inherent personal vight of cevery hu-

neatt heing {o lherty of thoueht, conscivines

anel aetion, providhng (he rights of othees
are not mterfered swith,

3, The Klan 5 wsed for personat hatreds and

prejudices,

(3

L Tk sebvities are a menace,
A Tt s disruptive,
1. It spreads veligious prejudice.
i By excluding non-protestant religions
-, from membership,
B By active propaganda agninst them of

. bigotry, mntolerance, persectitiog.

ez o e L I0tETsHhes class Teeling,
: T Las T diseriminades avainst all persons of
T Foroign bivth ans] negroos,

- 1. |1 i}[a_va MEITER [he }_H{H‘iii:li!;ll“ }Jl"-:ﬁjtl:ﬁf.‘ﬂ? s f

cach locaiity,
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4. T gives 1ise to commiunity insecarily sl
SHE[HTION,
a.  Men cannot trust even tweir nenghibno—
. I i3 a political menace,
1. Ti undermmes demacratic zovermnent,
) Tnterferes in primarics, cleviion-, i
thmdates voters, oy,
b Is aomenpee o pobilical partivs,
(2 Tt dictates m oother American institulion-.

b In educgiion.

a, beas altempling e =lnnp oul ey il
schauls in Crregon,

o 3 has detated amoreged Go deachimg
forces and curricuta,

D, There are no evils sufficienl G qustiiy - =eil-
appointed work,
1. Legal machinery has not fatled,
2. There 3= no Cathelie, [ewish, newro. o

Foretgn menice,

A, Such clalms are based upon enoranee
py pusrepresentabion, or are diseen
aated for personalb ends
(1) To gam adherest= among e

- prequchiced against then,
(23 To force thent to Theyps their
place.”
{3y To cover the Klan's read plane.
3. It = the honorable way tor deal with cor-
ruption, ¢te,, i the open, ma b under
orpund methods,

T Tt s andesirable w0 every wa
AL Tt belies wany of the wleals 50 prewnds 1o up
hold,
1. Brotherbond = Hmiled to meber-hips
2. Americanism ix of s own brand,
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3. 1t breaks up homes by driving s victicns
to disgrace and banishment.
it fosters cowardice,
I. It leads men to condone s evils tor fear
of urousing s enmity,
2. I canout hve 1o the opar,
a. Pabhic opmion largely condemmns i,
h.  When membership is exposed mem
hers arve foreed ta vesign,
3. It is cowardly in punishment and acts,
The real reason fov its existence 15 commer-
claiism.
1. Heavy membership anld degree Fees woml
annual dJdues enrich Hs promolers.
2. The sale of regaha nets large profit,
The nsidicus power 1t acquires 1= a grave {u-
ture danger, |
1. It is susceptible fo abuse at any time wnder
wrong leadership,
a2, Members must obey dictates or leave.
2. Its avowed ideals are no guarantee of oh-
gervance.
a. It is well known that movements of
Iigh purpose degenerate with time.
(1) The Camorra is an example of
such degeneratios,
3. Its acquirement of power on a large seale
woutld be a mwenace 1o govermunent.

NEcaTIvY

[. The Ku Klux Klan stands for exalted iideals.

Al

It is an organization of the Lighest type,

1. Tt is on the same plan as other secret so-
cieties. .

It commemorates the sacrifice, service and
achievements of the original Klan.

3. It is legal.

b
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3. Incorporated under the laws of Geor-
gia,
4, Tis membership is of the highest type.
a.  Men of moral and =ocial standing.
b, Tnomany enses ofticinds of the natem,
stade, comnly and ciby,
A de has an exalted riogadistie Torm of soork,
It 3s o praclical Traternily, 31 tomdse:
1. To promoto the princples ol brotherhood
among 115 members.
2. To pretect womanhood anid the home,
3. To help the weal, suffering, and needy,
4, To huid a better citizenship.
a.  Inculcates respect for i,
b, Iincourages use of the hallol
b, T act as a vigilance commitiec,
f, Tt is mven to the pracitee of heacvidence.

It upholds other hvigh ideals.

1, Patriotism.

a.  Allegiance to Aunerican institulions,
{1} Itaims to conserve, prolect, and

maintain the distinchive inshtu-
tiong and ideals of a pure Amer-
ICanism.

h. It is pledged to profect the Constitu-
tion and the flag.

¢, It stands for Awmevica fvst amnng na-
tions.

{Clhristian ideals,

a, Whitle conceding 1he right of every
man to worship 10 s own oweay, 1
upholds the Christian religion as op-
posed to Roman Catholicizm,

b, It encourages the study of the Bible,

3.  Racial ideals.

a. The supremacy of the white race and
of native-horn Americans.

[
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The actrvities and attiluwede of dwe g Blox 100
are justied.

A%

1,

By the Cathadic mmenaee.

Lo The KR 1= opposed Lo thae domination i
Anmwerwan e ol a Torden coclestastient
jrrenlite.

2o W ooppeses it with respeet to the privciple

ol the sepavation of church and state
3 U apposes the achivilies of the Jesuits, the
it cunning, persedent wmul deeeitinl o
of Protestant Chrstiamiy
4.0 0t opposcs undue mlucnee by the Roniehis
il Columbgs,
Vv the negro problem,
1. The Klan epposes aegro majorities at 1he
polis,
a0 The while raee s the ruling rce by
imheritance,
o 1 enwt be expected 1o surrender 1o
ancther contral of s vita] aned fun-
damental wovernmental atfazrs

2. Tt opposes the teaching of socin cgualy
A, Certam negrn organizations and peri-
sihicals attompl 1o <ow secd of discon-
tend aned ractal lutred by soch teach-
Iy, +
3. The Whin i odlerawise ihe {ricen] of 1he
ML)
o No Imwe-ahidmeg persan of any vaee,
croerd or coloy has aneht te Year fromn
it

i relation o Jews,

1. They are vuprodective wnd monev-getting.

2. They do not sabseriw 1o the Chrstiom
relizion.

Tn velation by the E'{H‘t‘i;{t] clenal.
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I, The Klam uphoblds HE per eont Amcerict
111,
A s opposed o fareron ddealisn o
allerenee .
B Hosdvocates senstlde g pedroetie
nHgrabion luws,
oo dn velation {o corruplion mut conme,
L, There s much pohucid corruaption.
1. Sometivnes there s e redress Tor o
zenz but the Nian,
20 There 12 government withay governie
diciption, pracacallv nameriy role
S, Private smimorabhily govs unpintslaesd
4. bBootlegging 15 carrtied on,

THE Tt other ways the Klan s desirable,
AL Hos Lnw-alding,
[o Fanwhess deeids Bave nob aul will ner e
comamtted hivott,
A, Aol have not heen ordered i ddie
rected By the ian as an vrgantailion,
117 Aanv mehs have Twen put e
Dy Torces apposed tethe Klan e
ciscredst 1.
(2% They have been pialoover In
nulignant  citivan~  fn vt
WO,
(31 ey have been comingied b
lwhess group=s wrmvindh s
ORI s e,

AW

Tt 1% riot {[t‘ﬁgﬂrﬂ toact ny ihe eapcine oer
A kawe-enitorcement  or  omoral vorreciion
AEENCY exCept sefar as member- miy (e
stst regdar officers of law o apyarchend
critsingtls snd uplioded T,

3. The Ruates Comimittee o0 Congres~ et
s 1 faebed B Ble @ report qzninsl H.
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4. N has invited investigation by the Depart-
ment of Justice and the Postofhce Depart-
ment of its books, records, and files.

B. [ has been musrepresented.

b, Newspapers have ncver given their renid
ers the {ruth about it

2. Its accusers are those wha, through snliy
comscicnoe, Tear i,

L. s secrecy 1s not 1o be condemmed,

F. Tts power hies i the seorecy with which
it is surrounded,

a. Tt s necessary in fight 1is cuemies
with their own weapans,

2. The Knights of Columbus bave an oath as
Bnding as the Klan, 1f nol more so.

2. There 1s 1o commercialism,

I, The funds are properly and honorably
handled in a business-like way,

2, The dues collected are necessary in organi-
zafion work.

3. No official 1s profiting.



REPRINTS
KU KELUN KEAN REVIVALS

The B Nlus Kb erossed Mason and Dixoncs fine m
the winter of 1920-21. Revived in the south some iive
years ago, this sceret, onth-hound organization that had it
origin 1 the troublous tines of the reconstruction ptrhni
following the Civil War in America, began durig the
winter just past to extend its activities into the north ami
west, with the avowed ntenlion of umiting patve-horm
wlite Christians for concerted action m the prescrvation

i American mstitutions and the supreawacy of the wintu
race. |

In New York City and m other centers even Lurther
distant from the region i which the origimal Ko K
hlan was active there have been plantod nackes of the
revived organmization, according to the statements ob its
officials. How many such ceniers hiave wen establshedd
in the north and west and the extent of the membersh
are pot reveaded. As i the ongmal ko Klux Klao, wmon
Lers arve known only (o cach other; the generat pubdie
permilted {0 know Dﬂl\ cortain natrmal ofhoers cotmecics 1
with the orgamzabion,

"o the average American the mention of e nanwe
stgrests terrorisnt The mentad preture of the o Ko,
to those 1o whom the words congare up any mentad pee
ture at all) is ofa band of white-robed, hooded vider-,
appearmyg mysferioously ont of the darkness and procegd!
my, sifently amd with complele discipline, fo exectite sonw
extria-lepal mission of warning or ol privafe vengennee
That, at least, 13 the reagilott of the averace morthern

P Ey Frank Parksr Stackhridee,  Current Flistere 2Mapacgme ee %ol
¥ £ R IR [ B A
Trimes. 14 1 19-2s. ;-‘Lpnl 153,
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white man, whose knowledge of the Ku Klux Klan 1s
derived entirely from reading or the “movies.” To Jum
it 15 somrething ke the Vigalantes of carly Califorma days
or the “"Might Riders” of the Rentueky tobacoo war b
the carly twenticth contury ;) the words carry to Tis ears
an imnnsiakable lavor of el law, and, 10 e he old
ciiough to have read the writings of Albton W, Tourgée
and other northern authers who wrote of the south in the
reconstruction pertod, he cannot escape the lmplication
of lawless oppressien of the negro by the white.

ATTiTUups oF TiIr NORTI

That substantially the impression set down above s
that prevailing in the north, where any itnpression of the
Ku Khix Klan at all exists, 13 probably a conservative
statement of the fact, Tt was doubtless such an impression
that led the mavor of New York to declare, in a pubhic
letter, that the entrance of the Ku Kiux Klan into the
metropolts would not be tolerated. An assistant district
attorney, Alfred §. Talley, since elevated to the beuch of
the General Sessions, took occasion i the avlumn of
1920, when it was stated i newspaper dispatches thai
the Klan was aboul to extend ils organtzalion intp the
north, to write a letter {0 the newspapers deefaring that
any attempt on the part of the Ka Klux o carey on 1
the county of New Yeork what he reparded as s eus-
tomary activitics wonld be the simal for action by the
cruminal authorities of the county. Mr, Tidley undonhbt-
edly voiced the veneral northern view, at that timc, of the
Ku Kiox Klan.

Alfred J. Talley, Assistant District Attorney of Now
York, when informed of the effoce to organize 3 Ku Klux
Klan m New York City, expressed himself as follows

Therr 13 no toom in the great, broadminded state of New
York for o nn-American an organization as the Ku Klux Klan
The pretension that it apperently makes to patriotisim enforces

Samuel JTohnson's delimition of patriotism, “The last refupe of o
seonrdrel” Ne secrel cath-hovnd ormanization &= needed io pre
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serve and perpetnate devotion to the American government, sor
1o uphold the laws of the land, and the Constitution upon which
ouy government is fonnded.

Mr. Talley referred to the organization as composcd
of “narrow-minded bigots” and “scarebeaded fanapies,
who are opposcil to cvervihing that Abrabam Lincola
sfood lor.

There is oo place Tor them in Now York, and the vitizons
amd real Americans will set their Taces agamst them and ther
wild aspirations.

When this announcement was published on Deceinber
17, W20, Witham Joseph Simmons of Atlanta. L., stol-
ing himselt “Tmperial Wizard of the Ku Klux hlan.
telegraphed Mr. Talley, asking him whether he hatl been
correctly quoted, wherevpon Mro Tallev sent this reply

T was correctly guoted, and my remurks weee directed speeif-
wally at your orgamzation.

As VieEwen ox T SaUTi

To the southern white man, however, the ame of
thix organization brings up a different picture.

“The Ku Klux Klan saved the south™ 15 the expres
stan 1 which he sums up oo phrase o point of view
which has Eroaw nto o hixed tradition 1 the states of the
former Confederacy. Teo the average southern white man
ol today the name of the Wu Klux Klan, atter the lapse
of half a century, tyvpifes all that was hest and finest m
the chitvalry of the old sonth. Tt convevs Lo bim the -
pression of vallaot men resisty toranmy, ol the sabva-
ton of the while race fronw threatencd newro dapnnsiion
(with all that that implied socially as well as polinealiyvy,
and of the rescue of the white womanhood of the snuth
from a frightful and ever-present persl,

The purpose of the Ku Klux Kian has been svmpa-
thetically recorded by Dr. Walter Lonwooed Fleming,
Professor of History in the Vanderbilt Umiverstty, who
cditedd Lester and Wilson's “Flistary of the Ko Klux
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Khn™ and s the avthor of several historical boolis and
articles dealing with the reconstruction period.

“The object [of the Ku Klux Klan] was to protect
the whites durfvg the disorders that followed the Civil
War, and to oppose the policy of the north toward the
south,” says Dr. Fleming m an article in the lncyclo-
paedia Britannica, “The result of the whole movement
was a more or less successtud revolubion against the re-
construction and an overthrow of the governments based
o negro suffrage.”

Chercrn oF Tt (ORDER

Formied in 1805 at Pulaski, Tenn., as a social cluly of
voung white men, with what Dr, Fleming calls “an ab-
surd ritual and a strange uniform,” it was soon discov-
cred by the members that “the fear of it had a great

influence over the lawless but superstitious blacks.” In

the difficult situation conironting the conguered south, it
was inevitable that this power to terrerize shoulkl be
avatled of. “Jpon,” says Dv. Fleming, “the club ex-
panded inte a great Tederalion of regulators, absorbing
numerous focal bodies that hal been Formed o the al-
sence of civil law amdd partalong of the nature of the ofd
tnglish neighborhood pohice and the ante-helium slave
patrol.”

Ku. Klux Klan 1o develop in two or three vears into the
miost powerful fnstrument of regulabion in the whole
south, Dr. Fleming enumerates these:

“The abscnce of stable government m the south for
several vears after the vl War; the carrupt and tyran-
nical rule of the alien, rencgade and negro; the disfran-
chizemoentt of whites: the spread ol wleas ol social and
politicad equality simong the negroes ; fear nf negro insur-
rectioni=; Hhe arminge af the negra militzcand the disars-
v of wliles: outrages upon white women by black men
the influence of porthern adventurers in the Freedmen's
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during the decade after the volliipse i the Confederacs
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Burean amd dthe Unton Teague moalienatiy thye raees; the
humitiation of Confederate soldiers aftes thoey lied e
parcled—in general, the imsecurtty Tefl by southern whites

o

“Tor Invmimor Faenge”

Inits perfect orgamzation the old Ku Klux Kk hal
at 1tx head, with the title of Graml Wizned, Genera] Na-
thann Dedford Torrest, the fermer Confedernte cavaley
teader whom Generadl William Tecipsel Sterman chae-
acterized as Tthe mnst remprkabhe omnn the Uil Ay
produced on etlher side.” TThe Gomnmd Wasaed ruled ihe
“luvisible Empive)” which consisted of the entice i
Over each state or “realm’” presided o " Dragon.”
Counties were “provinces,” ench with iy "Gl 1aan ™
A group of counties was a "Dominion” vuled L a7t
Titan” and local uanits were “eden=” over which the
“Grand Cyclops™ held sway. Staff officers bore ~uch titles
as Genu, Hydras, Tucies, Goblinsg, Night Hawks, Mg,
Monks and Tworks, while mdnidual members wer
Cihouts,

The constitstion of the Ku Kiux Klan, like thar of
the simiar though larger organmization, the Kmghi- of
the White Camelia and several smaller groups haviny
tite same general purposes, contained cortadn decliraiines
of principles which Professor Fleming thas sanumurzes:

To protect and succor the weak and anforbmade. cspeciaily
the widmws and orghans of Confederde soldiers; (o protect
meinbers of the white race 0 lite, hemor and property frong the
encroathments of the Macks: to sppose the Radical Republivan
Party and the Union Le’lﬁue 1o defend constitosicual Hherty,
in prevent tsnrpation, o 'E"T't‘l‘H’IL‘!F"IJ{" e whsbes, anlan }umu
and order, the laws of God, the principles ol 77h aml the
nolitical and social '%n;arrm&f}’ ol the white eace—in short, o
appnse Afvican influence i goverwment and =ooiety ol 1o pre-
vert aty infermingling of the rages,

Nattve whites, largely disfranchised beennee of thelr
nchive participation in the rebellion, formed one molely
nf the social structure of the south af the ol of the
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Civit War; the other part was composed of the newhy
enfranchised blacks, the northern white man {called “car-
pet-baggers™”} who participated in the effort to set up a
negro govermment in the southein states amil 1 modictm
of native whites who eogperated with themw, known s
Useadawars,” The Ka Rhus movement was an effort of
the first ¢inss (o destroy the controb of the seeond clss,

SOME oF e Mernons
Frofessor FFleming says:

T Cﬂl'itrql lhq negro, the Klan played npon his superstitious
ears by having might patrols parares and «drills of silent horse-
nien covered witl} white sheets, carryving skuils witlh couls of Fre
tor eyes, sacks of bounes to rattle and wearing hideous masks, .
Alysterious signs and warnings were sent to disorderly nepro
pobiticians,  The whites whe were responsible for the conduct
of the blacks were wareed or driven away by social or business
ostracism or by violence. Nearly all southerny whites | . | took
~part in the Ko Klux movement, Ay the work nf the sorietics
succeeded they gradually passed out of existence.  In some com-
mupities they {ell into lhe conirol of viofent men and became
simply bands of outlaws . . . and the anarchical aspects of the
movement excited the north to vigorous condemnation.

The United States Congress in 1871-72 enacted laws
intended to break up the Ku Klux and other secret so-
cieties ; several hundred wrrests were made and zeveral
convictions followed, Much of the violenece was checked,
but the movement undoubtedly accomplished its prime
purposes of giving protection to the whites, veducing the
hiacks to order, driving out the “carpet-haggers” und
nullifying the laws that had placed the =outhern whistis
under control of the party of the former slaves.

It is easy to see Trom the above sketeh whenoe hoth
the northetrner and the southerner derive their eonirary
impressions of the organization, The former remembers
the congressional investigations and trials of the Ku Klux
leaders, the evidence adduced af violence and law-hreak-
ing, of the whipping of negroes and of carpet-haggers and
even of men heing dragged from their heds and slain;
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the laiter remtembers, or has had handed down o him
the story of the time when, to quote from Woodrow Wil
son’s “History of the Amertean People,” “adventurers
swarmed out of the nortly, as much the coemies of one
race s of the other, to corzen, beguale amd use the negroes,
The white men were aroused by omere nestinet of sl
presecvilion——udil ab lasl there sprong mto existence o
great Tou Klus Klan, o verdalde cmpive of e south, (o
protect the southern country.”

That the oceasion which gave rise (o the nrieinal Ku
Klux movement was a real crizis, affecting the welfare
and happiness of a whole people, the mmpartial historian
of today mayv well concede; that in meeting the erisi< by
tlte means that were used the south was fAghtmyg for the
preservation of what it deemed right, event hoby, with the
ondy wenpon af itz command, is havdly 1o be controverted.

Kir Rrux Kran Topay

What crisis, what menace to the wdeals and the civil-
ization of any considerable body of people exists tadav
to give vitality to the revival of the Ku Klux Klan after
the lapse of fifty years? Unless some satisfving answer
can be made to that question, fhe subject 1z hardlv one
to he treated seriously; uniess there exists ror it 15 he-
heved hy a great number of persons that there does exists
a real need for the handing together of native-horn white
Christtans m a militant organizatton for mutud profec-
Hon, any organization hased on such a premtise must
evitably Tall to pteces of s own o woerghs Ao while the
nrigmal Ko Klux Klan was parely sectional by i netivs
ties, whereas the vevived Ku Klux Kln is extending it-
held to the entire United States, (he ground for s exis(-
ence and continued growth must be spught i nation
rather than in local conditions.

Part of the answer to the question just prapounded
ts nof difficult to deduce from such of the literature of
the Ku Kilux as is permitfed to be distributed to those
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not affibated wil the organization; part of it s con-
tained i statements by high ofheuls of the organtzation
or published with ther =anction,

- —

- T every bapumirer wribing be e Kio's hegdegpinters
it Adlnta for tnTormabion 1s senl o pronted Torm of ques
tiemnaire. OF the twendy guestions asked om his paper,
which must e Glled oot and signed before further mlor-
mation 15 vouchsaled nige seem to be pertinent to the
point under consideration, These are;

VWere yvour parcents horn in the Uneted States of Nwmeriva?

Ave vou o {wentile uroa Jow?

Svreoyott of the white mace or of o onlored race?

Thy wou helieve in the prinviples of o pune e e nisng ?

[y RN Bcbicyve 1 whte .*-:l!g:lrrn]'.u?}‘?

What s vour polities?

What 12 vour rebisions Taith?

O3 whit religiens Taith are your parents?

o vou avwve ooy kind of alleciauce 1o any Fureipn nutinn,
HOCEORNWNE, InsTEsiion, sech, people, yaler or person !

To the inquirer sendmyg i the queslionnaire satis-
Factorily filled out there Decome avaslable pamphicls giv-
ing detaits of the organization’s present purposes and
principles. To guote from one of these pamphlets:

The parpose ol the moderns Ko Klux Rlan 15 to inenleate the
sacred principles and noble 3deals of chivalry, the development af
character, the protection of the home and the chastity of woman-
lnel, the exemplification of 2 pore aned praciical palrintizm
tosvate] our glorans comry, the prosecsvalum of Ameriean 1desls
wmad nwliknticas, pwed e wmminlensice of white supremacy, L.
Cindy mntive-horn white Amencan cifbeens who helieve o e
tenets o0 the Chestion relizion and who owe s allegignre of
any dJoegree o mabure Iooany Toreloty sovernment or fnstitulion,
rohicsrptie Gr witical, o Ao siny seed, peaple o porsons, are
eligible Tor membership.

Cassies Trrar Are Darien

Five classes of persoms are at once harred by this
pronouncement. They are: (1) negroes, (2} Japanese
amd ather Orientals, (3 Roman Cathohes, (4 Tews,
{-:’} all E“ﬂ’ig‘l‘h!mt‘ﬂ TICESOHNS,
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Without guestionmy the right oF dhe Ko KNux or
any olher organization fo sel ap 85 swi qualibeation -
for membership mel 1o exclnde any adividuat o ws
cronp ol Tdividuaks, s ool Jokerest o node L dle Tom
SERNLII BN |:;H'1ir:1|:ti*|_r exeitale] o this sstinee e, el
i degree varving with bocal comditioms, the sl centers
at present-day racial antagonisnis 1 the Untles] Sades,

Anti-senntic propaganda s more epen aml aelive s
America than at any thne m recent histary,

To the mass miul of America the Irsh guesioon J-
chiely o religious question ; the ssue at stake the congrod
of Treaned by the Roman Cathobe Chareh, aud the pey
sistent effort of the American supporicrs of Snw Fein bo
aronse antagontsm i this country lowarst Fogkand o -ub
e picce ol religious propaganda, (hote regardless i 51:
tritiht or falaitv, there can be no doubl of the wide e
ceptance of this view by o Brge proportion of Profestnt
Americans,

That the Japanese question 154 tremendeoishe it
isste west of the Rockies 1= a0 Tamahar fact to coery news-
paper readler; af 15 equally frie that the anti-fapsmnese
sentiment of the Tactfie coast is shared by a large propor-
tinn of Amernicans 1 other sections, who have bevome
convineed that the mitercsts of the nation are S STRINENAY
menaced by Fapanese oceupation of Caltforniy Bmds il
thit wie with Japan miany oceur al any tinee,

T Neorn (Oepstex

New mpelous e Been given to the nesyo opiestion,
mare  partifubly dn the soutin ut G some extent
theoughout the country, be conditions arising fron the
war. The great demamd Tor Tabor during the war Iroughs
ahont the greatest migration i histary of negroes fron
the soulh to the north. Fhgh wages, north and weoath,
vatserd the negro For a thme to unheard-of ptuicles o
auence. Then the sadden slhump in business threw back
o ubleness theusands who had become accastomed 1)



20 THY, REFERENCE SITELF .
“eagsy money.” Many ol these found themselves hun §
dreds of wiles Irom their homes with no means of e 4
turning; farge [ractions of the whole number had for-
gotten their old habit of docilty m thew briel perod of 4
fmanciat mdependence aml veniurod o assert thetr rights
as citizens o manner oftensive to the dominant white
race,

Renewed agitation for the recognitton of the negro on
the ptanc of compleie equabity with the whites was one
of the wmevitable resulis of the war conditions that pul
the neern worker on the smume coemonde plane with the
white workman; the negro seldier and officer Into the
same uniform and the same service as the white soldier,
The demands of the National Association For the Ad-
vancement of the Colered Teople for the abolition of
segregation of the races in the government departments
al Washington, the reduction of Congressional representa-
tion in the southern states in praporiion as the negro is
distranchised, the pardon of the 1mprisoned soldiers of
the Twenty-fourth Infantry held in Leavenworth for the
Houston riots, the abolition of “Jim Crow” cars on inter-
state rartroad trans and the appentment of negro As-
sistant Secretaries of Labor and Agriculture are pointed
to by officials of the Ku Klux Xlan as proof that white
supremacy 15 now acutely and nationally menaced. Tlhe
National Association for the Advancement of Colored
Peaple, in turn, has included in its published statement
af purposes "The defeat, by every legitimale menns, of
the nefariouns Ku Klux K, Loth south and oorth,” =0
the issue here, af feast, 15 squarely joined,

NATIONAL LN PANSTAON Sotar

It 15 on such grounds as those just envmerated that
the revived Ku Klux Klan haszes its expectation of ex-
tending hevond the houndaries of the south. It has heen
i existenee, this present-day suceessor of the old Ky
Klux, since the latter part of 1015, when {t was chartered
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as a lggitnnate fraternal orgamization by the stale of
Georgia, The ongmator of the ides ol reviving the old
institution under the old name was Colonel William Jo-
seph Simmons of Atlanta, now Trofessor wi Southern
History in Lanier Umversity, Associated with i i ihe
apphcation for a charter from the state of Geargra were
three surviving members of the old ko Klux Kl By
virtue of this fact the new Klan declares itsell, m it~ oome-
stitution, (o he the only legttmmate herr ol e origiog]
oreanization, with sole rights to al] W signs, svmbaols, e
galias, ete, Moz organized on simtdar lines 1o the origng]
Ku Klux Kilan, with solar, though <hshtly different,
titles for its officers. Colonel Stmmons 1 the “huperiai
Wizard” or supreme head of the order, the Jull title of
which 1z "The Tnvisible Empive, Knights of the Kua Klusx
Klan.” The old regalta ot white robe il pomted cap
covering the face of the wearer 1s retamned by the new
argamization, which clamms to be fully organized rthrough-
aut the south and to have a considerable number of ncal
nuclet planted in half or more of the states.

TRETENDS v Urnien Joaw

Cooperation with the authovities of the law 12 et forth
as one of the tenets of the revived Ku Kiux Rian. Be-
vause certam individuals at varions times have commitiee]
acts of violence under cover of darkness aml shielided e
masks and robes somewhat resembling the officia resatin
of the Ku Klox Kian,” savs one of the organization's
afficial pronouncements, “they have been classel o mem-
bers of this organization. The Ko Klux Kl i< 4 stricidy
ow-abiding orgamization, and every mombey = ~wirn o
uphold the law at all times and o assisl officers of 1he
law in preserving peace andd order whenever the occasion
may arise, and any member violating this oatl would Lo
hanished forever from the orgamzation,

Among the princples for which this sreanmization
stanids are: Suppression of graft by public offive holders -
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preveuting the canses af nob yviolence and lynchings ; pre-
venting unwarrianled stvthes by Toregn agitators ;) senst-
ble and patriotic immigration Luys; sovereignty of siate
rlghits under the Constitnlin separalion of ehurch anil
state, and Trecdom of speech amd press, o frecdom saeh
as does ol sirike al nor mapertt gy govermoent or 1he
chieri=hed fnstivdions of ouwre peaple,” T

Awong the membership of dhe old Ko Klus Ko
woere many nocilern solliers, members of the anny of
secupation sent nlo the south after the Civil YWac 1o pre-
serve orider sawd maintain the reconstructim governments
1 power. In the new Ko Blax Klan, tf s stated, are to
he Tound stote, couniyv amd mumcipat officials of every
degree, police uthcers amd men, as well as o number of
Uinited] Staies officials, Senators and members of Lon-
Sress,

(3w E TasTamner ar CIPERATIING

Hew e Rlan operates miny best be o mndicated by
gquoliny from statements publicty made by authovity ol s
national officials. Dirmangham, Ala, recently had a “wawg
nf crime.” The Kua Klux Klan offered its services to the
ciiy officials to help stamp out evil conditions. The offer
was aceepted, and the seven hundred local members -
recled therr efforts i seorvetl, agmmst crnnnals and un-
destrables” of hoth races. Their claim that they rendered
valualle assistance to the pohice s supported hy the [aci
that they assert that the Clnef of Pohice of Dimnngham
sent 4 tetearint to the Chiel of Pohice of Nashville, Tenn,,
whaen he tesened that o hraneh of the oreamzation was 1o
e estnbbished theve, hearttly endorsing the Ko Klox
miyvenent. They elaim thay many such letters anid tele-
oM of eivdorserment Tron mavors, sheerffs and chiefs of
pohice of southern cities are on file in the Klan's heped-
tprariers,

In Jacksonvitle, T¥la., the method of a public parade at
night was adapted. Several hundred members of ihe



L'

i Klan, garbed in robes and hoods, rode through the eity,
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scattering printed placards which read:

WaARNIMG—UNDESIRABLES, BOTH WIFITE AXE BLACK. W KXoy
voll TTITEs LOuAEING, THIEVING AND PRI LING RO X MR S
oran s oe 0 ko ke s

A gl officiad of the Ko Klux R [ohd the winley of
aothrmatic though less spectacnia demonstration of the
organizaiion’s methods, Tle stated thal moone wvity, an
which 1t was well organized, an mvestigation e onrder
tving conditions making for crime and disorder mulicated
that the cluef trouble lay i the manner o wlhich one +
the city’'s courts was conducted. A special compmmiter, b

says, with an expert investigator emploved, spent woeeks
1 drawing up what amounted to an 1t1£h1;,imt,1h ol i
tudge of this court, The document was bandeld {0 1he
judge with a letier, signed by the Ko Kiux Ktan, a-king
hitt Lo rewd the charees and to realize thae s futuee
coerse would be as carclully sorntmized as Tos pasl e
tions. He stated there was no threat, neo demand for in-
restgnation; on the contrary, the beliel was exprosasd
that hu: couldt and would reform the condinons o his

court. “A vear later,” said the ofbaal who told this <toys .
T owas talkimg with o very cimineol jovi-1 whn wa-
[ambiar with the conditions mo s courte e <nid

the improvement that had been observed inoats wne.hut
lad beoen a matter of the greatest gratibeadion 1o hinn, ol
that Tie had been imable o nceont Tor ot il b ogobd L
how 1t was hroaght abogt.”

The power of the Wu Khux Klan tadav, ke r]at% f
its protoivpe of il a century ago, Hes in ]]Hﬁ “Crrey ]
myvstery with whrch o aod g opecttions are surren thl-.
Tix micmbers are known ooly to cach other wnd mar 10
Jiselinie the fact of their membership 1o putsider-. o
sle” the Kian nonc can know swhether s warnmes arve
rqu:-rl by den men or thousamls oy t:u*mm"m}.. T
fRC as=vrtion thal there 35 no necd sund ne ooy for
an extra-legal nstitution o enforce o and prdes, the
oftwers of the Klan pomt to the newspaper ehraniche. o
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crime and disorder in every part of the country. To the |

charge that they are a negre-whipping orgamization, thriv-

g on race prejudice, they reply that no Iaw-aliding

person of any race, creed or eolor has anything to fear
from thent; they assert that they ave the triends of cvery
self-respecting man, black or white, but that they mam-
tain the mherent superioriy of the Caucasian stock, and
that their order intends to use every legitumate means to
retain 1t in control of America.

KU KLUX KLAN~WHO—WHY—WHAT’
The history of civibzaton has many instatces in

and swept all before i, and often these revolutions of
. thought have found expression in secret orders.

| The Maccabeans, the early Christians, the Crusaders,
the Reformation, the French Revolution, Cromwell’s
Commonwealth, the Boston Tea Party and many other
great solvents in civilization were only able to effectively
- oppose the estabhshment of, or throw off the »oke of,
- tyranny by shrouding their work o secrecy during the
wovement’'s variy stages.

Among the great secret movements of the world's
history that have heen hrought into existence to vight the
wrongs of humanity, there ix no more shinmg example
than the original, genuine order of the Ku Klux Klan
whiclh was arganized in 1860, and after accomplishing jts
noble purpose, walimferily disbanded by order of its
Grand Wizard, General Nathan Dedford Forrest, in the
vear 1870

The Ku Nivxy Kilan—The Invisible JLmpire—was the
great 1dea of American reconstruction. We say “Ameri-
can reconstruction” for the reason that all America was
affected by reconstruction inlluences. The south most of
all, yes, but nevertheless—all; for the greal threat to the
white race that loomed on the harizon of the sowth woudd

P From A RO of the Ko Klux Kla,. Ko Khis Klan Tress, Atlagta,
Creprgia.
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s have spread throughout the entire mation, had not e
white robe of the Ku Klux Klan kept unrevealed those
- courageous and devoted hearts that were consecrated to
saving the Angio-Saxon civilization of our country, pro-
tecting the homes and well-heing ob our people and shield-
ing the virtue of womarnhood.

A The original Ku Klux were nof cutfaws or moral do-
generaies, nor did they perpetrate outlawry. Thev were
mien of moral and social standing and their leaders were
men of sterling character and unquestioned culture. They
reverently bowed to the soul of rcal fow and swore to
enforce its principle of justice, protection and the pu-
sult of happiness. Thelr strong arm fought valiantly to
the preservation of the mntegrnity of the race against the
creelty of base, unjust and tyrannical legistation and 1n-
sufferable conditions created by a horde ol conscience-
less, diabolical, greed and lust-crazed adventuvers that
swarmed down from the north to use the negro for thew
own damnable, selfish ends. These adventurers poisoned
the min<s of and brutalized the inotfensive negro wnl
converted many of them mto human beasts by thesr cheap
whiskey and glarving promises of rich reward aml loosed
them armed and mflamed upon the saceed privileges and
persons of the suffering and defenseless southern ;trf:r;ph
 The Ku Klux Khm stoieh firmly pon the solemn
promuese of the federal government made- throueh Gens
cral Grant to General Lee, and dbhe nights of atirens
vouchsafed by the Constitufion and it swore allegrmee
to the principles of that Constitution. It wis the defender
of justice, the enforcer ef civil and rvacial law and the
rreat regulator of the galling 1rregulanities of proxiitutedd
daw at the hands of so-called men, the mentionmyg of
whose names is an insult to the Dlond of the race of
Catteasian stock. It strack [rom the neck of the wounidedd,
blecding, pauperizedd and prostrated south the dirty bheel
of the degenerated oitlaw --the “sealasway™ and the Tear
pet-hagger” and the misgurrded, hst-crazed negro, o






