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THE MUGVEMENT: The guestion of nation-
alism 4% @ vial one m the black move-
ment today. Some have mads a distinrction
between culteral natiopalisen and revalu-
tipnary pafienalism. Would you comment
ma the differesces and give us your
vigws?

HUEY P NEWTON: There are two kinds

of naticnaiism, revolutionary nationalisre
and reactionary natiogpakizm. Revoletion-
ary ¥ nstionabsm 15 frst depsadent upoD
a Peoole’s revolutjon with the snd goad
being the people in power. Thersfore
te be a revolutionary nationalist you
wouald by nmecessity have to be g social-
ist, IF wvou are a reactionary pationabist
you are mol a socialist aad your end
goat iz the oppression of the people.

Culiural nzblinpalism. or petk chop
nationalism, as 1 sometimes call i, s
basically a problem of having the wrong
pilitical perspective. It seems te De o#
reaction instead of responding to poh-
tical oppression. The coltural nationalists
are concerned with returning to the oid
African culturs and thereby regaining
their identity and freedom. In other words,
they fegl that the African culture wili
automaticaliy y bring pelitical Treedom,
Many times cultural nationalists fall into
ing as reactionary nationalists,

Papas Doc i Haibi is zn0 excelient
gxample of reactionary ¥ matiopalism. He
oppresses the people but he Joss promote
the African cultive, He's against anything
other then black, which on the surface
seems very good, but for him # is only
1 mislead the people. He mersly Kicked
put the rpcists and replaced them with
himse!f as the oppressor. dMaay of the
nationalists n this couetry seem o desirg
the same ends.

The Black Panther Party, which 1s a
revolutionary y group of black peopls,
readizes that we have to heve an idenidty,
We have to realize our black heritage
in order to give o3 :length (o move
pn and progress. Buel as far as returning
ip the pld African culiure, JU's unneces-
sary amd iU's not advantageous in rnany
respeets. We believe that culture nself
will not bberate us. We're gting fo need
sme  s{ronger staif

Revolutionary Nationalism

A good example of revolutivnary nation-
alistn was the revoluticn i Alzenz when
Ben Bells took over. The French wers
kicked oot but it was a people’s revoeln-
tion because the peopie endsd ap ip
power, The leaders thal teok over werg
not rnterested in the profit modive where

they could exploit the pa{;u_pia and f-_iﬁ%p
thert in a state of slavery. They Iatlon-
alized the dustry and piowed the wonld-
be profits inte the commmunity. That’s
what socialism iz alf about i a _nmshr::}’!
The people’s represeniatives are 1t office
strictiy on the Jeave of the people The
wealth of the country is controlied by the
people and they are considered when-
ever modifications iz the indusinegs are
made.

The Black Panther Party is a revoli-
tionary Nationzlist group and we see
a major contradiclionn belwesm capitalism
in this country and cor interests. We
realize that thiz ¢oumtry bDecame VEry
rich upon slavery and that slavery 1s
capitalism in the exireme. We have two
evils to fight, capitalism and racism,
We must destroy both racism and capi-
talism.

MOVEMENT: Directly related to the
guestion of natiopalism is the gqueshon
of unity within the black community.
There has been some guoestion about (his
since the Black Panther Party has mun
candidates against other black candidates
in recent Califoraia elections. What s
vour position on this matter?

HUEY: Well a very peculiar thing has

happened. Historically wev got what Mal-
colms X calls the feld nigger and the
house nigger. The house migger bad some
privileges, @2 liitle more. He got the
worn-cut ¢lothes of the measte=r and he
didn’t have to work as hard as the field
black. He came tc respect the master
to such an exiepi unid he deptfied with
the master because he got a few of the
lefinvers that the fietd blacks did not
get, And throsgh this ldentity with him,
he saw the slavemasier’s intsrest as
being his interest Sometimes he would
gven protect the slavemaster more than
the siavemaster would protect himself.
Malcolm makes the point that if the
masier’s house Dappened i0 catch on fire
the houose Negro will swork harder than
the rmaster to pt the fire cut and save
the magter’s house. While the field Negm,
the field blacks was praying that the
house burned down., The howse black
identified with the master zo much that
when the masier woeunld get sick the
h_ﬂise, Negro would say, “Master, we's
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Biack Bourgeoisie

The Black FPanther Party are the field
blacks, we're hoping the master dies if
he gets sick. The Black bourgecisie seem



to be acting in the role of the house Negro.
They are pro-admivistration. They would
like a few concessions mmade, bat as far
as the overall setup, they have a little
more material goods, a little wmore ad-
vantage, a few mare prvileges than the
black have-nets; the lower c¢lass. And
so they identify with the power sirugtore
and they see thowr interests as the power
astructure’s interest. In faet, it's against
their interest.

The Black Panther Farty was forced
tn draw a line of demarcation. We are
For all of these who are for the promo-
fioe of the iaterests of the black have-
nots, which represenis about 98% of blacks
here in America. We're not conirolled
by the white mether coontry radicals
nor are we controlled by the black bour-
geoisie.  We have & mind of our own
and if the black bourgeoisie cannot align
itself with our compiete program, then
the black bourzecisie sets itself up as
our enemy. And they will be attacked
and treated as such,

MOVEMENT: The Bilack Panther Party
has had ceonsiderable contact with white
radicals sipce its earliest days. What
do you see as the role of these white
radicals?

HUEY: The white mother country radical
is the off-spring of the children of the
heast that has plundered the world ex-
ploiting ali people, concentrating on the
people of color. These are children of
the beast that sesk now (o be redeemed
becayse they realize that their former
heroes, who were slave masters and
murdeorers, put forth ideas that were
only facades to hide the treachery they
inflicted upon the world., They are turn-
ng their backs on their fathers,

The white mother coonmry radical,
in resisting the system. becomes some-
what of an abstract thing because he’s
not oppressed as much as black peopie
are. As a matter of fact his ﬂpgressitrn
15 szomewhat abstract stmply becapse
he doesn’t have to live is 3 reality of
OPPrESsIon.

Black peopie in Asmerica and colored
people throughout the world saffer not
anly from exploleation, bot they suffer
from racism. Black people here in
America, 1n the biack colony, atg op-
pressed becanse we're black apnd we're
exploited. The whites are rebels, many
of them from the middle class and as
far as any overt oppression this s, not
the case. S¢ therefore I gall their re-

jection of the system somewhar of an
abstract thing, They're Jopkinz for new
herves. They're looking 1o wash away
the hypocrizsy that thedr {athers have
presented 10 the world, In doing this
they see the people who wre really fight
ing for freedom. They see the people
who are really standipg for jestice and
equality and peace throsghout the world
They ure the people of Vietnam, the
People of Latin America, the people of
Asia, the pzople of Africa, apd the black
people in the black colony herein America

White Revolutionaries

_ This presents somewhat of a problem
I many ways 0 the biack revolsiionary
especially to the cuttural natipnalizst. The
caltural nationalist doesn’t understand the
white reveolutionasies becsuse he can’
see why anyone white would Hin on the
system. So they think that maybe this is
some more hypocrisy being planted by
white prople,

[ personally think that thers are many
youngz white revelutionaries who are sin-
cere in attempting to realign themselves
with mankmnd, and to mowe a reality out
of the high moral standeards thst ther
fathgrs and forefathers only expressed.
In prezsing for new heroes the yoang whiis
revolutignaries found the heroes in the
black colony at home apd in the colepies
throughout the workd

The young white revelutionanes rased
the cry for the troops to withdraw from
Vietnam, hands off Latin America, with.
draw from the DPominican Republic and
also to withdraw from the black community
or the black colony. Sc you have a sitbaton
in which the vourg white revolulionaries
are attempting to identify with the oppress-
ed people of the colopies and against the
exploiter,

The problem arises then in what part
they can play. How can they aid the col-
ony? How can they ald the Black Panther
Party or apy other black revolwtionary
group? They can ald the black revolut-
tonaries First by simply turning away
from the cstablishment, snd sccondly
by chposing thelr fricmds. For Instance,
they have & choilce between whether they
wilt be a friend of Lyndon Baines John-
son or a friemd of Fidel Castro. & friend
of Robert Kenpedy or a friend of Ho
Chi Minh. And thesa are direci Oppositas,
A friend of mine or a fhend of Johnsons.
After they make s choice thep the white
revolutionaries have a dety and a 1espon-
sitality to act



The impenialistic or capitalistic system
occupies areas. [t ocoupies Yietnam now.
They occupy them by sending soldiers
there, by sending policeman thers, The
policemen or soldiers are only a zon
the establishment's hand. They make ihe

racist secure in his racism. The gun in
the establishment’'s hand makes the ostab-
lishment secure in its exploitation. The
first problem it seems iz to remove the
gun from the establishment’s hand. Until
lately the white radical has sesn no feason
to come into conflict with the policemnen
in his own community. The reason I said
pntil recently ks because there is friction
now in the mother coantry between the
voung white revohutioparies and the police.
Becanse now the wihite revolutionanes e
attempting 0 put some of their ideas into
action, and there's the rub. We say that
it should be a permanznt thing.

Black pecple are being oppressed in the
colony by white police men. by white rac-
ists. We are saying they must withdraw.
‘We realize that it is not only the OCakland
police department but rather the security
forees in general, On April 6 it wasn't
fust the Qakland police department who

armbushed the Panthers. Tt was the Oak-
land Polict department, the Emeryville
police department and I wouldn't be sur-
prised if there wer others. When the
white revolutionaries went down to close

up the army terminal in OGotober 1965
1t wasn't the Oakland police by them-
selves who tried to stop them. It was
the Oszkland police, the Berkeley police,

ihe Highway Pairol, the Sheriffs Depart-
ment and the pational goard was standieg
by, 50 we see that thev're all part of one
organization They're all a part of the
security force to protect the status guo;
to make sure that the imstitutions carry

ouf their goals They're here to protect
the system.

As far as I’ m concerned the only reason-
able conciusion would be ko first realize
the enemyy, realize the plan, and then when
something happens w the black colony --
when we're attacked and ambushed in
the black colony--then the white revolut-
ionary students and intellectuals and all
the other whites whe support the coloany
should respond by defending us, by attack-
g the enemy i thelr community. BEvery
tirne that we're attacked in our commuomnity
there should be a reaction by the whits
revolutionaries;they should respond by
defending us, by attacking pant of the sec-
urity force. Part 1 that secwority force
that 15 determined to camry out the racist
ends of the American insttoions,

As far as our party 15 concerned, the
Black Panther Party i3 ap all black party,

because we feel as Malcom X felt that
there can be no black-white onity until

“WE DON'T HATE
WHITE PEOPLE,

WE HATE THE
OPPRESSOR: IF
THE OPPRESSOR
HAPPENS TO BE
WHITE, THEN WE
HATE HIM.”



there first is black upnity. We have a pro-
hlem in the black colony that is particular
to the colony, but we're willing to accept
aid from the mother country as long as the
mother country radicals realize that we
have, as Eldrdge Cleaver says in SOUL
ON ICE, 2 mind of our own, We've re-
gained our mind that was taken away from
us and we will decide the political as well
as the practical stand that we’ll take.
We'll make the theory and we’ll carry
out the practice. It's the duty of the white
revoiutionary to aid us 1 this,

Sothe role of the mother country radi-
cal, and he does have a mle, 18 to first
cheose his frieod and his enemy and
after doing this, which it seems he's
already done, then to not only articulate
his desires to regain his moral standard
and align himself with bumanity, bet also
to pat this inte practice by attacking
the protectors of the institntions.

MOVEMENT. You have spoken a lot about
dealing with the protectors of the system,
the armed forces. Would you like to elab-
orate on why you place 50 muech emphasis
on this?

HUEY: The reascons that (feel very

strongly about dealing with the protectors
of the system is simply because without
this protection from the army, the police
and the mlitary, the imstitations could aot
g0 op it their racism and exploitation.
For instance, as the Vietnamese are
driving the American imperialist troops
cut of Vietmam, it automadcally stops
the racist imperialist institntions of A-
merica from oppressing that particular
country. The country camnot implement
its racist program without the guns, And
the guns are the military and the police.
If the military were disarmed in Vietnam,
then the Vietnamese would be victorous.

We are m the same siteation hers in
America. Whenever we attack the system

the first thing the adininistrators do is to
send out their strongarm men. If it's a
rent strike, becanse of the indecent hpusing
we have, they will send out the police to
throw the furmitore cut the window, They
don’ t come themselves. They send their
protectors, So to deal with the corrupt
exploiter you are going to have to deal
with idz protector, which i3 the police
who take orders from him. This is a must.

MOVEMENT: Would you like to be mome
specific on the conditions which must exist
before an alkance or coalifion can be form-

ed with predominantdy white groups? Would

yon comment specifically on your alliance
with the California Peace and Freedom
Party?

HUEY: We have an alliance with the Peace
and Freedom Party. The Peace and Free-

dom Party has supported our program in
full and this is the entedona for a coalition
with the black revelutionary group. If they
had not supported our program in full,
then we would not have seen any reason
to make an alliance with them, because
we are the reality of the oppression. They
ar¢ not. They are only oppressed in zan
abziract way, we are oppressed in the
real way. We are the real slavss! So
it's a problem that we suffer from more
than anyone else and w's our problem of
Liberation, Therefore we shouid decide
what measores and what tools and what
programs to use to become liberated.
Many of the voung white revolotionaries
realize this and 1 see no reason not to
have a coalition with them.

MOVEMENT: Other black groups seem to
feel that from past experience it is im-
possible for them to work with whites and
imposstble for them to form alliances.
What do you zee as the reasons for this and
do you think that the history of the Black
Fanther Party makes this less of a prob.
lem?

SNCC and Liberals

HUEY: There was somewhat of an un-
heaithy relationship in the past with the
white "liberdls supporting the black people
who were trying to gain their freedom. 1
think that a good example of this would be
the relationship that SNCC had with its
white lhiberals. I call them white liberals
becanse they differ stnetly from the white
radicals. The relationship was that the
whites controlled SNCC for a very long
Gine. From the very stari of SNCC Untl
here recently whites were the mind of
SNCC. They controlled the program of
SNCC with money and they controlled the
ideclogy, or the stands SNCC would take.
The blacks in SNCC were completely con-
tmiled program-wise; they couldn’t do any
more than these white liberals wanted them
to do, which wasn't very much. 5o the white
liberals were not working for sslf-deter-
mination for the blagk community. They
were interestsd in a few concessions from
the power structure. They underinined
SNC(Ts  program.

Stokely Carmichael came along and
realizing this started to follow Malcolm
X's program of Black Power. This fright-
ened many of the white hberals who were



supporting SNCC Whites were afraid when
Stokely came along with Black Power and
said that black people have a mind of thewr
Own and that SNLC would be an all-
black oroanization amd that SNCC would
teek self-determination for the black
commuaity. The white liberals withdrew
their support leaving the organization
financially bankrpt. The blacks who were
in the oreanization, Stokely and H Rap
Brown, were left very angry with the
white liberats who had been aiding them
onder the disguise of being sincere, They
Weren't sincere.

The resnlt was that the ieadership of
SNCC mmed away from the white liberal.
which was very good. T don’ t think they
distinguished berwesa the white fberal
and the white revolnkionary, because the
w bite revolutionary v is white also and they
are very muoch afraid to have any contact
whatsoever with white people. Even to the
point of denying that the white revolution-
aries could give support, by supporting the
pragrams of SNCC 1n the mother country.
Not by making any programs, not by being
a member of the organization, but simply
by resisting, Just as the Viethamese people
realize that they are supported whenever
nther oppressed people throughout the
world resist. Becavse it helps divide the
troops. It drains the country militarily
and economically. If the mother counntry
radicals are sincere then this will def-
initely add to the attack that we are mak-
ing on the power strocturs, The Black
Panther Party's program 15 a program
where we recognize that the revolution
in the mother country will definitely aid
us in our freedom and has everything to
do with our struggle!

Hate the Oppressor

I think that one of SNCU"s great prob-
lems is that they were controlled by the
traditiopal administrator: the omnipotent
admimstratyt, the white person. He was
the mind of SNCC, And 30 SNCC regained
its mind, but I believe that it lost its

political perspective. I thiok that this
was a reaction rather than a response.
The Black Panther Plarty has NEVER
been controlied by white people. The
Black Panther Party has alwavs bheer a
black group. We have always had an in-
tegration of mind and body. We have
never been comtriolled by whites and there-
fore we don’t fear the white mother country
radicals. Our alliance is one of osganized
black groups with organized white groups.
As soon as the organized while groups do
not do the things that would benefit s in
cur strmegle for Hberation, that will be

our deparfure point, So we don’t sutter
in the hangup of a skin color. We don’ ¢
hate white people; we hate the oppressor.
And i the oppressor happens to be white
then we hate him. When he stops oppressing
us thenr we no longer hate him. fﬂﬂ right
now in America you have the slave- master
being 2 white group. We are pushing him
out of office through revolution in this
country. I think the responsibility of the
white revolutionary will be t0 aid us in
this, And when we are attacked by the police
or by the mulifary then it will be up to the
white mother couniry radicals to attack
the murderers and to respond as we re-
spond, to follow our program.

Slave Masters

MOVEMENT: Yoo indicate that there is
a psychological process that has histon-
cally existad in white- black relations in the
U 5, that must ¢hange in the course of
revolutionary strugele. Woold you like to
comnent on this?

HUEY: Yes. The historical relationship
between black and white here in America
has been the relationship bstween the
slave and the master; the master being
the mind and the siave the body. The
slave would carry oput the orders that
the mind demanded him fo carry out.
By deoing this the master took the man-
hood from the slave because he stripped
him of a mind. He stmpped black people
of their mind. In the process the slave-
master stripped himself of a body. Ag
Eldridge pats'it the slave master became
the omnipotent administrator apd the slave
became the super mascuhne menial. This
puts the omnipeotent administrator into
the controlling positon or the front office
and the suspermascoline menial into the
field.

The whole relationship develeped so
that the ommpipoient admimistrator and the
supermasculine menial became opposites.
The slave being 8 very strong body domng
all the practical things, all of the work
becomes very masculine. The omnipotent
admyinistraior in the process of remev-
ing himself from all body funclions
realizes later that he has emasculated
himself. And this is very disturbing to
him. So the slave Jost his mind and the
slave- master his body.

Penis Envy

This cacsed the skave- master to become
very envious of the slave becanse he
pictured the slave as being more of 2
man, being superior sexually, bocagss’



“TOBE A
REVOLUTIONARY
NATIONALIST
YOU WOULD BY
NECESSITY HAVE
TOBEA
SOCIALIST”

the peniz is part of the body. The omni-
potent admimstrator lad down a decree
when he realized that his plan to enslave
the black man had a3 flaw, when he dis-
covergd that be had emasculated himself
He atternpted to bind the penis of the
stave. Hz attempted to show that his
penis could reach further than ihe soper-
masculine mental’s penis. He said "I,
the omnipotent administrator can have
access o the black woman.” The super-
masculine memal then had 2 psvchological
attraction to the white woman (the ultra
ferunine freak) for the simple reason
that it was forbidden frmi The omnipotent
administrator decreed that this kind of
contact would be punished by death. At
the same time in order to reinforce his
sexual desire, to confirm, to assert his
manhogd, he would go into the slave
parters and have sexual relations with
& black women (the selfreliant Amazon).
Not to be satisfied but simply fo confirm
his manhood. Because if he can only satlsfy
the self-reliant Amazon then he would be
sure that he was a man., Because he
doesn’t have a body, he doesn’t have a
penis, he psychologically wantz o castrate
the black man. The slave was coastantly
seeking unty within hemself: 2 ound and
a body. He always wanted to be ablg to
decide, to gain respect from his woman,
Because women want one who can control.
I give thus osthne o fif joto a framework
of what is happening now. The white
power structure today in America defines
gself as the mind. They want to control
the world, They go Df%r’ and plunder the
world. They are the policemen of ths
world exercising control especially over
people of color.

£
-

Re-capture the Mind

The white man cannot gain his manhood,
cannot unite with the body because the
body i1s black. The body is symbolic of
slavery and strength. It's a biological
thing as he views it. The slave is h
a much better siination because his not
being a foll man has always besn viewed
psychologically. And it’s always easier
ko make a psycholegical trapsition than
a biological one. If he can only recapture
his mind, recapture his balls, then he
will lose all fear anmd will bs free to
determine his destiny. This is what Is
happening at this time with the rebeliion
of the world’s oppressed people against
the controliter. They are regaining their
mind and they're saying that we bave a
mind of our own. They're saying that we
want freedom to determine the destiny
of cur people, thereby uniting the mind
with their bodies. They are taking the
mind back from the omnipotent adwini-
stratgr, the controller, the exploiter.

In America black people are also chant-
ing that we have a mind of our own.
We must have freedom to determing
our destiny. ICs almost a spiritaal thing,
thiz unity, this harmony. This unity of
the mind and of the body, this unity of
man within himself. Certain slogans of
Chairman Mao I think demonstrate this
theary of upiting the mind with the body
within the man. An example 15 his call
to the intellectuals to go to the couniry-
side. The peasants in the countryside
are all bodies: thev're the workers, Axnd
he sent the intellectuals there becanse



the dictatorship of the prolstatiat has
no mom for the cmnipoteni admiristrator
there’s oo roow for the exploter. 50
therefare he mast go o the Coanlrysude
jo regain his body: he mest work. He
i3 really done a favor, becauss the people
force him 1o wnite his mind with his
body by putting them both 1o work. At
the same time the inteHectaal tcaches
the people political wdeology, he sducales
them, thus uniting the mind and the

body in the Peasant. Their minds  and
bodies are united aad they wontrol their
country. I think this 15 2 very good
example of this unity and 3t i3 my ides
of the perfect man.

The Guerriila

MOVEMENT: You mentioned at another
point that the guerrilla was the perfent
man and this kind of formulaktion sesms
te frt jm directly with the guerrilla as
& political man, Would you like o comment
of this?

HUEY: Yes. The zuoerrilla s a very

unique Tan. Thiz iz in conirast o Marxist-
Leninist orthodox theories where the part ¥
controls the mditary. The goerriila 13 pot
onty the warrior, the military Tightes;
he is also the military commander as
well as the poliical theorsiicran, Debray
says poor the pem without the guns,
peor the gun withoui the pen”™. The pen
being just an eitension of the mind, a
ol to write down concepts, ideas, The
son s opby an extension of the body,
the extension of vur fanged testh that we
Iost through eveletion. s the weapon,
s the claws that we lost. H's the body.
The goerrilla is the mulitary commansder
and the political theorstician all in one.

In Bolivie Che said that he got very
little belp from the Communist Party
there, The Communist Parly wanted to
be the mind, the Communist Party wanted
to have full contrel of the guerrilla
activity. Bul yet weren't taking part in
the practical work of the guemllss. The
guerriliaz on the other haad is not only
united within himself, but he also attempts
1o spread this 10 the people by educating
the willagers, giving them political pep-
spective |, pointing oot things, sdacating
them potitically, and arming the people,
Thersfore the guerrilla is giving the
pegasants and workers a mind. Because
they've already got the bodgy you get a
enity of the mingd and the body. Black
people here In Amerca who have long

18

heen the workers, have regained owur
mands and we now bhave 2 umity of mind

and body.

MOVEMENT. Would you be wilhngz to
axtend this formula in rerms of white
radicals; to say that one of their struggles
today 15 to get back their bodies.

BUEY: Yes I thought T made that clear.
The white mother c¢ountry radical By
hecoming an activist is attempting to
regain s body. By being an achivist
ang not the traditional theoretician who
eutlines the plan, as the Compmnist Party
has been trying o do for ever so long,
the whiie mothsr country radical is re-
gaining his body. The msistance by white
radicals in Berkeley dunng the past three
nights 18 2 good indication that the whitie
racdicals are on the way home. They have
ilentificd their snemies. The white radi-
cals have mtegrated iheory with practice,
They realize the American system is the
real encmy but in order to attack the
American system they mauast aitack the
ordinary cop. In order to attack the
educational system they must attack the

oridinary teacher. Just as the Vietnamese
peaple 1o sttack the American zystem
musi atfack the erdinary soldier. The
white mother zountry radicals now are
regaining their bodies and they're zlso
recogmzing that the black man has a mind
and €hat he iz a man.

HMOVEMENT: Would you comment on how
this psvchological understanding awds in
the revolutionary struggle?

HUEY: You can see that In statemenis
until receatly black psople who haven’ t
been eolightened have defined the white
than by calling him “the MAN." "The
Man™ is making this decision, “The Man”
thiz and "The Man" that. The black

woman found it difficelt to respect the
black man because he didn*t even define
himself as a2 man! Because he dido’t
have 2 mind, because the decision maker
was pptside of himszlf But the vapgpasd
gronp, the Biack FPanther Party along
with all revolatonary biack zroups have
tefrained our mind and our manhood.
Therefore we no longer define the omni-
potent adminisitator as “the Man™ . . .
OF 1he aothority as “the MANT. Matter
of fact the omnipotent administrator along
with his security agests are less than a
man begause WE define them as pigs!



[ think that this is 3 revoletionary thing

in itself. That’s political power. That's
power itself. Matter of fact what is
power ather than the ability to define
phenomenon and then make it act in a
desired manner? When black people start
defining things and making it act in

sared manmner, then we ¢all this Blazk
Power!

MOVEMENT: Wouid you comment furiher
on what you mean by Black Power?

HUEY: Black Power is realiy peoples
The Black Paather Program,

wilf im-

Power.
Panther Power as we cgll it

plement this poople™s power. We have
respect for all of humanity and we fe-
alize that the people should rule and
determine their destiny. Wipe out the
controller. To have Biack Power deoesa’t
humble or subjuEatﬂ anyone to slavery
or oppression, Black Power s giving
power (o people who have not had power
o determine their destiny, We advocale
and we aid any people who are strugghng
b determing their destiny., This is re-
gardless of color. The Vietnamese say
Viettam should be able to determipe ity
own destiny. Power of the Vietnamese
people. We also chant Emyer of the Viet-
namese people. The Eatins are talking
abont  Latin America  for the Latin
Americans, Cuba 51 and Yanguoi, Non.
It's not that they don' 1 want the Yankees
to have any power they just don’ t want
them to have power over them. They
can have power over themselves. We m
the black celony in America want to be
able to have powsr over our destiny and
that's black power.

MOVEMENT: A ot of white radicals are
romantic about what Che said: "In a revolu-
tion one wins or diss . . .* For most of us
it is reafly an abstract or theoretical gues-
tion. H's a 1eal guestion for yor and we'd
like you to rap about how You feel adout it.

HUEY:Y{E& The revoisiionary sces #o
COTMPromise, We will noi compromiss
because the isswe is so basic. If we
COMMPrOmIse onc iota we will be scling
ouy freedom out. We will be seifing the
revelulion out. And we refuse to ramain
slaves. As Eldridge says in SOLL ON
ICE "4 slave who dies of namral causes
will not balance two dead flies on the scales
of etemnity.” Ag far as were concerned
we would ratner be dead than o go on
with the siavery that we're in. Once we
compromise we will be compromisine not
only our fresdom, but also our manhood.
We realize that we're going up against =
highly techaical country, and we realize

that they are ndt only paper tigers, ad
Mao savs, bul real figers (0o bhecause
they have the ability i slanghter many
people. But in the long run, they will
prove themseives paper tigers because
they're nolb in lne with humanity; they
are divoreed from the people. W know
thar the enemy 13 very powerful and that
opr manhood 13 ab stake, but we feel it
necessary o be vicierigus in regaining
porselves, regaimigg ocur manhood, And
this 1s the basic point, 5S¢ etiher we will
do this or we won't have sny freedom.
Either we will win or we will die trving
o win.

Mood of Biack Peaple

MOVEMENT: How would you churacterize
the mood of black peonde in America
today? Are they disenchanted, wanting
a larger slice of the pie. or alienated,
not wanting (o integrate inio a burning
house, not waating to mntegrate ino Baby.
lon? What do you think it will take for
ithem to become alienated and revolu-

tionary™)

HUEY:; 1 was goiag 1o say disilusioned,
ht I odon’t think we wers ever onder
the ijinsion that we had freedom in this
comatyy. This sonety 15 definitely a deca-



dent cne and we realize it. Black people
are Tealizing it more and more. We cannot
gein our freedom under the present sys-
tem; the system that 15 carrying out s
plans of institufionalized racism. Your
question «is what will have to be done
to stimulate them to revolution. I thisk
it's already being dene. it's a maiter
of time now for us to educate them to
a program and show ihem the way to
liberation. The Black Panther Part ¥ 15
the beacen light to show black peopls
the way to liberation

You notice the insurrections that have
been going on throughout the country,
in Wats, in MNewark, in Detroit. They
were all responses of the people demand-
ing that they have freedomm fo determines
their destiny, rejecting exploitation. Now
the Black Panther Party does not think
that the traditional rtiots, or insurpgchions

that have taken place are the answer
It is true they have been against the
Establishment, they bave been agalmst
acthority and oppression within their com-
munity, but they have bee n uncrgamized.
However, black people leamed from sach
of these insarrections.

They learned from Watts. I'm sure the
people in Detroit were sducated by what
happened in Watts. Perhaps this was wrong
education. It sort of missed the mark.
It wasn’t quite the correct activity, but
the people were educated through the
activity. The people of Detrou followed
the example of the people tn Watts, only
they added a little scrotiny o it. The
people in Detroit learsed that the way
to put a hurt on the administration is
to make Molotoy cocktails and to go into
the street In mass numbers. 5o this
was a matter of learning. The slogan
went up “Bum, baby, bum”. People. were
educated through the activity and it spread
throughout the country. The peeople wem
educated on how o resist, but perhaps
incogrectly.

Educate Though Activity

What we nave to do as a vanguard
pf the reveolution is to correct this
through activity. The large majority of
black people are either illiterate or semi-
literate. They don’ t read, They need
activity to follow, This is true of any

colonized people. The same thing happened
m Cuba where it was necessary for
twelve men with a leadership of Che
and Fidel to take to the hills and then
attack the copupt administeatton; to aftack
the army who were the protectors of the
explmters in Cuba. They could have leaf-
leted the community and they could have
written books, but the people would not
respond. They had to act and the people
could see and bear about it and therefore
become educated on how to respond to
OpPression,

In this country black revolutionanes
have w et an example. We can’ t do the
same things that were done in Cuba
because Cuba 13 Cuba apd the U.S. is
the TULS5. Cuba has many terrains o
protect the guerrilla, This country s
mainly urban, We have to work out new
solutions to offset the power of the
coant ¢ y's wchnology and communication;
1ts ability to communpicate very rapidly
by telephone and teletype and so forth
We Jdo have solutions to these problems
and they will be put inte effect. I wouldn't
want to zo into the ways and means of
this, but we will sducate throngh action.
We have 0 engage in action to make
the people want to read our literature.
Bevause they are not attracted to all
the writing in this coantry; there’s too
much writing. Many books makes one
WEeary.

Threat from Reformers

MOVEMENT: Kenpedy before his death,
and to a lesser extent Reockefelier and
Lindsay and other establishment liberals
have been talking about making reforms
to give black people a greater share in
the pie and thus stop any developing
revolitionary movement. Wonld yoo com-
ment on this?

HUEY: I wonld say this: If a Kennedy
or Lindsay or anyone elie can glve
decent housing io all of our people; if
they can give full emplovmest o our
people with a high standard; if they
can give full conmtrol to black people
to deotermine the desiiny of their com-
munity: if they can give fair trials in
the court system by turaing over the
structure 1o the community: i they can
end their exploitation of people through-
out the world, if they can do all af these
thtngs they would have solved the prob-



lems. But T don' t believe that under thus
present systern. under capitalism, that
they will be able to solve these poblems

People Must Control

| don’” t think black people should be
fooled by their come-ons bepause every
one who gets in office promises the
same thing. They promiss full employment
and decent housing, the Great Socipty,
the New Frontier, All of these names,
bot no real benefits No effects are
felt in the black sommunity, and black
people are tired of being deceived and
duped. The people musi have fall control
of the means of predection. Small black
businesses cannot compete with General
Motors. That's just out of the gquestion.
General Maotors rebbed os and worked
us for nothing for a couple hundrec
years and took our money and get up
factories and became Fat and rich apd’
then talks about giving us some of the

crumbs. We want full control. We're
not interested in anyone promising that
the private owners ace goeing to all of
a sudden become haman beings and give
these things to cur community, It hasn’t
ever happened and, based on empirical
evidence, we don’ t expect them to become
Baddhists over night.

MOVEMENT: We raised this gmestion
not because we feel that these reforms

are possible, but rather to %E‘.t YOLE
1deas on what effects such attempted

reforms might have on the development
of a revoluotionary struggle.

HUEY: I think that reforms pose no
real threat. The revolebion has always
been in the hands of the voung. The youg
always inherit the revolutton, The voung
poputation is growing at a very rapid
rate and they are very displeased with
the authorities. They want control. 1
doubt that under the present system any
kind of Emgram can bhe launched that
will be ahie to buy off all these young
people. They kave not been able to do
it with the poverty program, the great
society, ete. This couniry has never been
able to employ all of iis people simply
because it's ico interested in private
property and the profit motive. A bigger
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poverty program is just what it s5ays
it 1%, a program to keep people in pov-

erty, 5¢ I don’t think that thers i1s any
real threat from the reforms.

MOVEMENT: Would yvou like to say some-

thing about the Panther’s organizing es-
pecially in tenms of the youth? :

HUEY The panthers represent a cross
section of the black community. We have
oider pzople as well as younger peopls,
The younger peopls of course are the ones
who are seen on the sireets. They are
the activists, They are the real vanguard
of change because they haven’ t been in-
doctrinated and they haven’ t submitted.
They haven® t been beaten into line as some
of the colder people have. But many of
the older people realize that we're waging
a just fight against the oppressor. They
are alding us and they are takimg n part
n the program.

Jail
MOVEMENTTell us something about

vour relations with the prisoners in the
jail.

HUEY: The black prisoners as well as
many of the white prisoners identify
with the program of the Fanthers. Of
course by the very natare of theur being
prisppers they coan see the oppression
and thev've suffered at the hands of the
Gestapo. They have reacted to . The
plack pmsoners have all joined the Pan-
thers, about 95% of them. Now the jail
iz all Panther and the police are very
wortied abont this. The white prisoners
can identify with us becauze they realize
that they are not in control. They realize
therz’s someong comni rolling them and the
rest of the world with guns. They want
some coutrol over their lives also. The
Panthers in jail have been educating them
and so we are going along with the
revolotion inside of the jail

MOVEMENT: What has been the effect
of the demonstrations oetside the jail
calling for "Free Huey"?

HUEY: Very positive reactions. One
demonstration, I den’ t remember which
one, 3 coople of trastees, white trustees,
held a2 cardboard sign out the Iaundry

window reading “Free Huey”. They say



people saw it and responded to it. They
were very enthusiastic about the demon-
strators ‘becanse they too suffer from
being treated unfairly by the parole auth-
orities and by the police here in the jal.

Cpen or Underground

MOVEMENT: The Panthers organizing
efforts have been very oper up until this
point. 'Wonld you like to comment about
the question of an undergronnd politcal
organization versus an open Organization
at this point in the struggle?

BUEY: Yeah. Some of the black naton-
alist groyp: feel that they have to be
onderground because they’li be attacked.
But we don’ t feel that ¥ou can romanticlze
baing undersroand. They say we're 10-
mantic becausze we’re trying to hive revo-
hntonary lives, and we aze not taking
precautions. But we say that the only
way we wonld go underground s if we're
driven uonderground. All real revolutionary
movements are driver underground Take
the revolution in Cuba The agitation
that was going on while Fidel was in

baw schoo! was very moch above ground.
Even his extstence in the hills was, s0
t0 speak, an above the ground affair
becavse he was letting it be known who
was doing the damage and why he was
doing the damage. To catch him was a
different story. The only way we can
educate the people i3 by setting an ex-
amnpie for them. We feel that this is
VEery NECcessary.

This is a pre-revolutionary perod and
we fesl it 15 very necessary to edocate
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the people while we can So we're very
open abouwt this edncation. We have been
attacked and we will be amacked even

more in the foture but we're not zoing
to go undergroond until we get ready
to go underground because w? have a
mind of our own, We're not going to et
anyvone force us to do anything. We're
going to go underground after we educate
all of the black people and not before
that tm. Them it won't really be pecessary
for us to go underground because you
Can see Dlack anywhere. We will just
have the stuff to proiect ourselves and
the strategy to offset the gzreat power
that the strong-arm men of the establish-

ment have and are planning to vse against
ns.

White Organizing

MOVEMENT: Your cormments about the
whitc posoncrs seemed epcouraging. Do
vou see the possibility of organizing a
white Panther Party 1n opposition to the
establizshment pessibly among poor and
working  whites?

HUEY: Well as I put it before Black
Powet i3 peopla’s power and ags far as
organizing white people we give white
pecple the puvilege of bhaving a nund
and we want them to get a body. They
can organize themselves. We can tell
them what they should do, what their
responsibility iz if they'rts going to clasm
to be white revolutionanes or while mother
country radicals, and that i3 1o amm them-
selves and support the colonies around
the world in their just struggle against
irmperialism. Bat anything more than that
thev will have to do on their own.
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