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Tm vy {genus Lilium, or the True Lily) has been
known and valued by man for very many years. Rec-
ords show that it was cultivated from the first ¢

7 known species originated in the

Avilization. The
Northern Hemisphere and are now located on the
sses of Asia, Europe, and North Amerien.
Lilies have been found as far north as the Arctic
Circl south as the Philippine Islands
The natural sitat of lilies is, in general, on sloping
ground and in association with other plants which
provide shade for the lily bulb and roots, and are
themselves shaded by the tall lily flowers. Location
deseriptions by field botanists indicate that lilies grow
successfully only where drainag
The lily has tended to give the impression that it is
delicate and very particular about where it will grow
This is not so. A number of species, and many eolorful
and exeiting hybrids, are available for the garden,

ind as f

is excellent

greenhouse, or living room.

IT'S EASY TO GROW LILIES:

LECT GOOD BULBS

Unlike other bulbs, lilies are never comple
be handled with
individual plastic bags

ly dor-
and therefore must special
care. Buy those packed in
with a shock absorber
shavings around the
quickly, and withered e
to poor growth and weak fowers.

mant

moss or cedar

ch as moist pes
Moisture is lost

fleshy roots
s and bulb scales will lead
A damaged bulb
ample opportunity for the entry of disease and

Tive

pests
Slightly withered or limp bulbs can be firmed by

g in moist peatmoss or sand at a temperature
Lilies

immers
of 40-50 C
must be ordered well in advanee so that your dealer

F for a maximum period of 14 d

ean fulfill your requirements

2: WHERE TO PLANT

ally suite

Lilies are espe: or use in a mixed border,

in landscape groups, or for naturalizing. Good drain-
age is imperative, and the flowers Jook best against
such backgrounds as evergreens,
The background will serve to protect the somewhat
brittle flower stems from strong winds, Plan where
you will plant lilies so that you can prepare the soil
before the bulbs arrive.

shrubs, or a wall
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3: WHEN TO PLANT

Lily bulbs are lifted in the late summer and fall,
and should be planted in your garden before the
ground freczes. Late-lifted bulbs are stored by the
growers, and are available for planting in the spring
As soon as your lilies arrive they must be planted.
Spring-planted bulbs often flower in the same se
but lilies are better if they overwinter in the cold
ground,

If your lily bulbs should arrive after the ground has
frozen solid, they can be stored, in the original pack
or in fresh, moist peatmoss or sand at a temperature
of 32.38°F. If you |
growing structure, you can plant them in pots so that
ey will be growing before you plant them out in the

+ a greenhouse or similar

spring.

SUMMARY OF REQUIREMENTS:
(a) Good drainage is a “must”. Use a natural slope,

1 of your garden to increase drainag

soils need soil additives such as
ellent results,

oF raise a portic

(b) Heavy ©
peatmoss in order to produce exc

(e} Lots of humus (peatmoss or other organic mul-
ches) should be added each spring

S501IL PREPARATION

This is done at least several days before planting
the lily bulbs. Remove the topsoil to the depth of
your spade, and place it to one side; incorporate
humus into the lower soil at a rate of one part humus
to two parts soil (more humus if soil is heavy). Sharp
be added at

+ drainage and ¢
The best method of pro-
viding inage in a heavy soil is by the use of
agricultural tile.

Then replace the topsoil, mixing humus into it at
the same rate as before, and adding a garden fertilizer
with analysis 5-10-10 or 6-8-12 at the rate recom-
mended by your dealer. Bone meal may also be added
here with benefit to the plants. Sug
humus are leafmold, compost, peatmoss or shredded

sand helps to imp
the same rate as the humu:

sted sources of

SUgAr cane.
PLANTING
Make a hole in the prepared hed sufficiently large

If planting in
groups, the hole can be made lirge enough for several

that the roots can be spread ont well




bulbs. Spacing is 12 inches apart for small to 18 inches
for large lily bulbs.

A depth of two to three times the vertical thickness
of the bulbs is a general rule for planting all lilies, ex-
cepting Madonna Lily (L. candidum.) This
is one of the hardest to grow successfully, must not
have more than 1 inch of soil covering the bulb.
Other varieties will have from 4 inches to 6 inches
covering the bulb (Figure 1).

Cut back any dead tips of root, and dust the bulhs
with a powder fungicide,

Place each bulb in a natural position in the hole.
Waork fine soil under and around the roots to eliminate
any large air pockets, and, holding the bulb with one
hand, fill in around it to secure it in place. Cover
and water immediately. Mark the bulbs with indivi-
dual or group labels so that they will not get dug up
before the shoots show you where they are. It is a
good idea to plant a stake in position with each bulb,
to avoid damage later when you need a support for
the flowers. A short peg will be enough to mark the
position, and you can remove it and replace with a
stake in the same hole when necessary. After fall
planting, leave the soil bare until it freezes, and then
apply a winter mulch of leafmold, sawdust, pine
needles, buckwheat hulls, or similar material.

v, which

SPRING CARE OF LILIES

Leave on the winter muleh as long

s passible, but
remove it before the lily shoots grow too long. These
young shoots are brittle and easily broken when the
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winter protection is moved. Exposed shoots can be
protected from late spring frosts by covering up at
night with thick paper or other material.

Fertilizing
In their native

abitats, lilies grow on poor shallow
soil. Applications of fertilizer in your garden will
more than repay you in the increased size and quality
of flowers,

Nitrogen is needed in early growth, and phosphorus
and potassium later on for bloom and bulb protection.
Give a surface dressing of a general garden fertilizer,
at the dealer's recommended rate. Do not allow the
fertilizer to come into contact with lily leaves or stem.
ater in the fertilizer. (If you dig it in, you will
g¢ the stem roots which are growing near the
surface).

SUMMER CARE OF LILIES

Mulching
A summer mule

round the base of the plant keeps
the soil moist, cool and weedfree. Low-growing,
shallow-rooted plants (for example, Vinca minor,
Phlox subulata, lberis, creeping Veronicas, Myosotis,
Primulas) provide a more attractive “living
. but they also compete with your lilies for
witer and food.

Watering
Lilies benefit from an ample supply of water, for
most varieties have stem roots near the soil surface

Fig. 1. Diagrammatic lily bulbs in ground, showing plant depth and vegetative structure. Fig. 2. Lilium auratum




senerously at 1 wetting

forcing (see be

lilies in later winter or early spring and

Tall varieties need to be staked

. wrs with frost pr
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AFTER FLOWERING
Ret

seed for propag

» the young shoots b

ers as they fade, unless you want the

When the foliage has died and
ground level, or else

the sak

royou wi

the stems are dry, cut them off at
it, D
the flowers are fi

wll them o cut the ste

prey for next

ver

When freezing weather | Forcing Lilies

Lily bull

not flower

than adding it to your com

PREPARE FOR WINTER J 'rs will be able

hout the Ve i rozen to a depth

veral ing
to lift the
the winter. The hest time to |
the top foli

r, will prefer
sement for
+ hulbs is when fore potting

Soil should he

and stems are

knocked ea the bulbs, which are placed it
plastic bags with me peatmoss. Close the bag lightly
but do not seal it. Exan ntervals and add water

if mecessary ainst dryving

‘orcing Schedule for Mid-Century Hybrids

temperatures should not exceed 4

g Dare

be stored dry like

Date of Potting Approximate Flow

F
REPLANTING N
Replanting is necessary when flower stalks become :I i

5o crowded that bloom L v size and »

Lift the bulbs when the le we dried off in fa

SEPATT 1 replant immedis

you are over winter

LILIES FOR CUTTING

Cutting lilies with the

decoration purposes re own bulbs

and it

1wy not

lilies for cutting, grow

an

GROWING LILIES IN POTS I'reatment of forced lilies after Mowering
Potted lilies are wl

out, for parties or e ht from the forist, do not throw it

vou have raised

times required indoors If y
]

yday decor. Any garden variety your

pot of lili

will g n a la tainer bulbs can b

w in a pot, (¢




kept and will flower in subsequent years, either in

your garden or in pots. Without cutting off the leaves

or the stem, store the pot in the basement until days

are warm and nights are frostfree.
Knock the plant out of th
undisturbed rootball into the ground

e the whole

pot and plur
Muost lilies will
It is hest
not to force the same bulbs year after year, but give

not flower in the summer of the same year

them a couple of seasons in which to recover.

PEST AND DISEASE CONTROL

A regular .q||||||.-.\|iu;| {about once a month during
) of an all-purpos
your lilies against diseases and p

garden spray, will protect

sts. To mix an all
purpose spray, to 1 gallon of water add 50% DDT
wettable powder, 2 tablespoons; captan 50%, emulsi-
fiable concentration, 1% tablespoons; and malathion
507 emulsion, 2 teaspoons

All of the above materdals

may be obtained from your nursery or se use

Insect pests will rarely bother you if you spray your

t the rest of your g

lilies when you t
idal spr.

Lilies are attacked by few
and only three of these are likely to trouble
your garden,

iscascs that are severe,

whole of
and the

Mosaie — This virus disease affects
the plant. The leaw

k premature

weth is stunte infection can be d

sed in springtime
mottled or striped appearance v
to the light. (Note
al d ency; check

oy are healthy).

A similar appearanc

ing n

The only cure is to dig out the whole plant and

bum it, before other lilies can be infected from the

diseased plant

Readings for further and m

Michigan.

Botrytis Blight — Early

CASE e Orang

vmptoms of this fungus dis-
da

ayish mold will develop, and this will

-brown spots on the leaves. Te

so later,

checked

Spray wi

1 captan at the recommended strength

hefore ytis shows up. Ensure that all surfa

are well covered, and hotrytis attack will be prevented

Busal Rot — Attacks roots and bulbs of lil
affecting the remainder

5 before

Shoots may
infected. Ps
ned by cutting away

of the plants
the bulb

“ted bulbs can be cle:

appear in sprir

tinlly infe

the diseased parts and dipping the clean bulb in

powe liguid fungicide before replanting in clean

soil

PROPACATION

Natural division — Lily bulbs divide by themselves,

> resultant clu will need splitting up every

Stem bulblets — These form on the underground
I of the stem, If yvou pull up the dead flower

I
stalks in the fall, they

come up too. Plant the bulb-

ts in fresh pos

ions, and you will have flowers in

vear or two,

Bulhils — Bl

leaves of some lily varieties. Pick these off when they

¢ bulbils devel

p in the axils of the

are ripe, and sow in furrows 1 to 2 inches ¢

Seeds — Seed taken from one capsule of garden

hybrid Ve vou o

rent colors.

riety of ¢
Il breed pure

ather pollinator lilies
do no

contaminate them. Some lilies will flower in a

short time

18 months from seed; e.g., L. formosanum

ore detailed information

Grayson ant
Doubleday
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SOME LILIES YOU WILL ENJOY GROWING *
SPECIES COLOR HEIGHT IN FEET ORIGIN .

1. Those flowering from May — (natural flowering time in temperate regions) Asiatic hvbrids { earlies) e,
Enchantment, Golden Chalice, Rainbow hybrids.

L. concolor Seurlet China

L. concolor var. coridion Yellow China

L. pumilum Searlet E. China
L. pumilum var, Golden Gleam Golden E. Chi
L. pumilum vor. Yellow Bunting sold- E. [

2, Those flowering from June — Asiatic hybrids, e.g., Prosperity, Paprika, Valenei
and Harlequin strains, Tiger lily hybrids ( pendant flowers); Martagon hybrids; American hyhbrid
ham hybrids, Shuskan, Buttercup.

1, (outward-facing flowers) Fiesta

e.g., Belling

L Crenadine red 2 5 Korea
L. £ Yellow 2 2%

L. amabile var Orange-red a

L. formosanum, White 114

L. martagon Pink 3 5

L. martagon var. album White 1 i

L. monadelphim Yellow 215 - 3%

L. parryi Soft vellow 2 5

L. pitkinense Searlet 1 -6

L. regale (Regal lily) White 3 .5

L. rubellum Pink 1 1%

L. tsingtatense Orange 2 .3 E. China, Korea

3. Those flowering from July — Trumpet hybrids, eg., Limelight, Damson, Olympic hybrids ( Chinese trumpets)

Hearts Desire, New Era { bowl-shaped flowers), Golden sho ant flowers) .

ers hyhrids (pe

L. eernuum Pink 2 -3
L. form m Wallace's variety White 2% -4
L. Kelloggii Pink 2 3
f L gense Soft pink i 8
I Lk White 1
I Lk White
L. martagon var dalmaticum Deep wine purple Baleans
L. napalense var robu Soft 4
i center N. India
L. polyphyllum Marble white N. India
L. talicnse White, spotted ¢ w. C
L. wilsonii var, flovum Lemaon " Taps
4. August flowering liliecs — Oriental hybrids, e.g., Empress of India { bowl-shaped flowers),
faced flowers), Jamboree hybrids (recurved flowers)
f anratum var, platyphyllum White i -8
aurdatim var. virginale White i -8
callosum var. flaviflorum Lemon-vellow 2

T

I

I

L. formosanum Wilson's variety White
L. papilliferum D

L

L

L

L

Maroon 1
and white
wson and white

. speciosum Red
spociosim Sup

sfrain

. speciosum White ¢

wardii

5. Flowering in September

L. brownii var australe White 5 -7 Hong Kong .

*Consult your dealer for complete Tist of avaflable varie

f — noted for fra)
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